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But one day, when Taro went to sea, he could not catch a single fish.

“How strange, with the weather as fine as this.”

Taro gave up early and returned to shore.

There he found the village children gathered in a circle making a lot of noise.
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Wondering what was going on, he looked more closely, he saw that the children were
tormenting a baby turtle.

The baby turtle was exhausted by the children’s torment.

“Hey, you kids! You mustn’t be mean to a small turtle like this”

Taro felt sorry for the baby turtle and scolded the children.

He decided to take the baby turtle home to nurse it.
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The voice seemed to be coming from the sea,

When Taro leaned out of his boat to gaze at the surface of the sea, he saw
a large sea turtle there.

“Taro. Mr. Urashima Taro.” The large turtle was calling Taro’s name.
Taro was very surprised but listened to what the sea turtle had to say.
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“Welcome to the Palace of the Sea Dragon. My name is Otohime.”
Taro was astounded at the beauty of the princess who appeared in front of him.
“I am the turtle your saved the other day. | wanted to see
myself into a turtle.”

That turtle was this beautiful princess?! Taro was again astounded.

the world above and changed
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Taro was treated handsomely in gratitude for helping Otohime.
Banquets continued day in and day out.

Delicious food, beautiful ladies in waiting surrounding him,

everyday was more than enjoyable.

And in the evenings,

Taro slept on blankets that were softer than any he had known before.
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The room was certainly sor
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Urashima Taro went again and again to the room of time.
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Not knowing what to do, Taro opened the treasure box that Otohime had made hir
promise “never to open”.

Instantly, Taro’s hair was gone and he changed into an old man with a bent back.
Urashima Taro, who had no place in the Palace of the Sea Dragon or here in this village,
disappeared after this. Some say he turned into a crane and flew off somewhere.

But that’s also an old, old story. The end
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