The Road of Mazu Religious to Taiwan

Mazu was the must respectful navigation god in the south part of Mainland China.
Mazu religious spread to Penghu with the arrival of the immigrants from the South of
Min (Fujian) province at the end of Ming Dynasty, later on, spread to Tainan and, then,
the other parts of Taiwan. Mazu had gradually converted into a patron saint to the
people.
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Dear George:

I will summarize the content of those papers for you.

A. Cover page:

Can you recognize the turtle in the picture? The turtle was in the oldest in Peng-Hu
which we saw it on Feb. this year. And there is a bridge in the middle of the picture.
Content: % £ (p.160-161) .

During the Lantern Festival (is thé\l 5 days after the Chinese New Year), they
have the " pray for turtles" customs in Taiwan. The turtle was seen to be the symbol
of "Long-Life" since lone time ago. The folk favorite to make "Red Turtle" for
increasing " Gold Luck" in cerebration. The temples make many red turtles or flour
turtles to provide the piety people for praying during the Lantern Festival. It means
to increase the life longer.

There are many kinds of turtles, such as flour turtles, thin noodle turtle (one kind
of noodle in Chinese), peanut candy turtle, cake turtle (made by eggs), rice package
turtle, coin turtle, gold turtle and so on...... The numbers are very huge and attract
many people to look. The Lantern Festival Turtles become one of the most custom
in Taiwan.

The are many different ways to pray of turtle. Some temples prepare hundreds
of turtles. If you throw the moon-like woods and get one side up, one side down,
you can pick one turtle home and eat it with all your family. Some temples only
have one big turtle and not little one, one can take it home if he throw and win the
most times of woods. And sometimes, they have both depend on the people need.

If you take the turtle this year, you should return twice weight turtle back to the
temple, this is why we can see the turtles weight more than 600 kg. It can see that this
custom is very important to people in Taiwan.

Pictures in the papers (a-c):

a. The very famous golden turtles at the temple of Shan-Shui in Ma-Kung, Peng-Hu
and the turtles also can walk. This is the temple which we ate the dinner at the
temple, wait for lone time to see the biggest turtle on that day.

b. In the night of the Lantern Festival, it will attract many people to see the big turtle.
The is the oldest temple which has Ma-Tsu in there.

e ¢. Ocean and Turtles consist the only particular scene at the Lantern Festival in Peng-
Hu.



B. MA-TSU

Cover page:

1. The picture of Ma-Tsu.
2. The sculpture of Ma-Tsu.

The words from the Tai-Nan City Mayor.

The holy mother--Ma-Tsu--is the guarding goddess for all the fisherman and
sailor on the south of China. Lone time ago, the immigrants cross the ocean to
Taiwan almost depend on Ma-Tsu to protect them for safe. To thank for the
protection from the Ma-Tsu, those immigrants built the temple for her. After
developing more than three hundreds years, Ma-Tsu have the most number of temples,
most people to believe her.

C. Picture of Ma-Tsu
I think this picture ids too dark to see it clear. But I think it's a good picture.

D. The picture of Ma-Tsu.

Content:
=~ &REMEHER
The reasons why people believe Ma-Tsu in Tiawan.

There are many temples of Ma-Tsu in Taiwan, most of their sculpture of Ma-Tsu
which had many years history was came with those immigrants and separated the
spirit from the source of Ma-Tsu in Mainland China ( I will introduce the story on nest
section). And the others temples was separated from the older temples again. Why
this situation happen? I those old days, peoples will pray the Ma-Tsu for protection
or safe before they get in or get down the ships. You can't take the main sculpture
with your trip, so you must take the little sculpture which separated from the main one
besides you. That you will fell safe when you travel to others places. If you can't
take one of the sculpture with you, somebody will take the little bag which put the ash
in the stove front the sculpture (remember that little big, you have two, one for
yourself and one for your wife) or a saint label (there are some words on the paper
and it will protect you keep away from dangerous things) to replace the sculpture.
They have the same function to protect people.

htense
picture a: People take the " 7, hsiang"( I don't know this word in English) in their
hands and pray sincerely.



E. The temple of Ma-Tsu ( also called "Tien-Hou Kung" in Chinese words)
This picture will show the outside appearance of the temple.

The following are the story of Ma-Tsu herself.

Ma-Tsu, really name is "Mo Lin" (The Mo in Chinese means silent because
when she was born, she didn't cry) which was born in the province of Fu-Chien,
located in the south of mainland China. She was born in the 960, died in the 987,
only 28 years old. ~She was a very clear girls since she was a child. She was taught
by the god when she was 16 years old. She care and help the people in the
community, especially the disaster in the ocean. When she was 28 years old, she
died because she want to save the people in the ocean. There are many legends
about her, like she can save people in the disaster in the ocean, beat the monster and
demon, heal and treat people, decrease the flooding, pray for rain and so on.....

After she died, people built the temple to memorize her meritorious records at
the land which she was born.  They call her " the daughter of the god" and hope their
spirit will keep on protecting people. When people met some troubles, they go to the
temple and pray. According to some people said, they get help after every time they
pray. So the daughter of the god became the "goddess".

According the records in 1995, there are more than five thousands of temples of ‘
Ma-Tsu and more than 200 millions people who believe her in the whole worlds.

P.S. The next paragraph is my thought about the relationship between the Ma-Tsu and
the sea turtles.

I think only people in Peng-Hu will believe both Ma-Tsu and sea turtles because
they have many turtles appeared in Peng-Hu since long time ago. In some Chinese
legends, people believe turtle can protect people, especially in the ocean. Some
stories said turtle can take people on it's back and drive them to the safe place. I
think it's the same with the function of Ma-Tsu. They both can safe people in the
ocean and protect their life.
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