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Enact restrictions
on cadavers shown
L] ] ] [ ]
in public exhibits
Barnum & Bailey-style exhibition of skin-
i less, mummified human bodies from China -
completed a seven-month stretch last
weekend at Ala Moana Center, but any re-
turn appearance should undergo scrutiny. Enact-
—— ment of legislation sponsored by Rep. Marcus
Oshiro and approved this week by a House commit-
. tee is needed to assure respect for the dead.
The legislation will not interfere with the display
_ of bodies at funerals or the exhibit of cultural arti-
facts that include human hair or teeth.
__ More than 10 million people across Europe and
the United States have seen “Bodies ... The Exhibi-
~ tion,” an assortment of cadavers configured in life-
like poses. The exhibition, sponsored by Atlanta-
~ based Premier Exhibitions, closed at Ala Moana and
opened last week in Dublin, prompting calls for ex-
amination by the Irish Human Rights Commission.
~ The corpse preservation involves removing fluids
and replacing them with chemical polymers, or plas-
" tic. It was developed by Gunther von Hagens, a Ger- |
man scientist and competitor of Premier whose
~ company has taken in more than $200 million by dis- —
playing corpses over the past decade. Premier

agreed three years ago to pay $25 million for a reli-
able supply of bodies from China.
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" Premier “was unable to demonstrate the cause of

But whose bodies were they? Premier has main-
tained that it uses unclaimed and unidentified bodies
given by police in China to the Dalian Medical Univer-
sity in northeastern China. A university spokesman
says it has no knowledge of the bodies’ origins.

“The grim reality is the Premier Exhibitions has
profited from displaying the remains of individuals
who may have been tortured and executed in
China,” New York Attorney General Andrew M.
Cuomo concluded last May after investigating the
exhibition that opened in Manhattan in 2006. He said

death or the origin of the decedents.”

In a settlement with the state of New York, Premier
agreed to “obtain written documentation demon-
strating the source of each body and body part, the
cause of death and the decedent’s consent to the
use of his or her body.”

The settlement requires Premier to disclose on its
Web site and in advertisements that it is unable to
confirm that the bodies and parts that were dis-
played in New York “were not, or did not belong to,
Chinese prisoners who may have been victims of
torture and execution.” To this day, Premier’s Web
site states, “Premier Exhibitions cannot, however, in-
dependently guarantee the origin of the specimens.”

Even documentation that is provided might be
suspect, as shown by birth certificates provided by
the Chinese government in a controversy over
young girls who won gold medals in women's gym-
nastics at last year’s Olympic Games in Beijing. _

“In China, what becomes fact is what the govern-
ment says is fact,” notes Gay Mitchell, a member of
the European Parliament from Dublin.
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Display%?b-odies HsB
shows lack of humanity
I'strongly agree with the spon-

ors of legislation concerning

the exploitation of

~ in a commercial manner
disingenuous to claim this was
.an “educational” exhibit — if
you want this kind of an educa-
tion, get it at the University of
] Hawaii, not at the mall. I boy-
cotted Nordstrom because this
exhibit was next to the store.

It is astounding to read the '

comments from those who con-
doned this incredibly tasteless

" commetcial exploitation. | have
' o quarrel with the science com-
munity, which needs to work
with donated human bodies (par-
 ticularly those donated willingly
by people before their deaths)

for their work. But this ... this
- was not about science or leqrn-
ing. This was about making
money and demeaning humanity.

Frances Cypher

Kaneohe,&'
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‘BODIES’ BILL
Questionable exhibit
should be prohibited

I applaud the proposal before
state lawmakers introduced by
Rep. Marcus Oshiro and report-

~—— edin the Jan. 28 article by Peter

Boylan. I found the exhibition of
“Bodies” reprehensible and com-
pletely agree with Rep. Oshiro
that the sale and display of hu-
man bodies, without proving
where they come from and get-
ting consent from the deceased,
_should be prohibited. I am glad
an elected official is trying to
stop such presentations,
These “Bodies” came from the

- Communist Chinese police and

could very well be those of per-
secuted Christians and other re-
ligious faith groups. China is list-
ed in the top 10 persecutors of
Christians in the world by Open:
Doors International,

It is time those outside of Chi-

2 said “no and not here” to




