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OUR VIEW

ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT

Delisting honu
is difficult call

ew of Hawaii's
aquatic crea-
tures hold the al-
lure of the green
sea turtle. For lo-
cals and visitors
alike, there’s an elemental
thrill at the sight of gentle
honu popping their heads
- above the water or nib-
bling seaweed on
nearshore reefs. Along
Kamehameha Highway,
they cause traffic jams as
drivers pull over to see
them feed near Laniakea
Beachi on the North Shore,
They've even become an
icon of sorts, appearing on
everything from placemats
to earrings.

Perhaps their popularity
comes from their increas-
ing numbers; Recent stud-
ies have documented a
healthy growth in the
Hawaiian population of the
green turtle (Chelonia my-
das), with one study show-
ing an annual increase of
5.7 percent since the
1970s. This is not the case
everywhere. The breeding
populations in Florida and
the Pacific coast of Mexico
are considered endan-
gered. And in the rest of
the species range, includ-
ing the Hawaiian islands,

the turtle is considered
threatened.

tion was drafted and ed-
ited by the Western Pacific
Regional Fishery Manage-
ment Council, an agency
that has often clashed with
environmental groups over
conservation rules, includ-
ing restrictions on longline
fishing to protect leather-
back and loggerhead tur-
tles. But commercial
interests don’t appear to
be at issue here. There is
little evidence that the
green turtles’ protected
status has done harmto *
recreational and commer-
cial fishing,

Rather, the association
says a delisting would re-
turn responsibility for the
honu to the state and its
citizens, including Native
Hawaiians and cultural
practitioners. Such a
change in management
would raise some new pos-
sibilities and difficult ques-
tions: Should Native
Hawaiians, however they
are defined, be allowed to
resume the traditional har-

vesting of honu? Should
rules against the incidental
hooking or netting of honu
be relaxed, or should the
population be protected as
closely as it is now?

As a threatened species,
the green turtle in Hawai-
ian waters has enjoyed the
protection of the federal
Endangered Species Act.
But as its population
grows, the turtle’s threat-
ened species status is be-
coming, well, threatened.

The Association of
Hawaiian Civic Clubs, cit-
ing the population studies,
has petitioned the federal
government te remove
that status in two stages:
first, by classifying the
Hawaiian turtle population
, as a “discrete population
l segment,” distinguishing it
| from other green turtle

populations; and second,
by delisting the Hawaiian
turtles.

The association’s peti-
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I'he National Marine
Fisheries Service will con-
sider whether the scien-
tific evidence justifies a
delisting, a process that
could take more than a
year. Regardless of the
outcome, however, it's
hard to justify a situation
that would leave the green
sea turtle with the same
status as most other
aquatic life in Hawaiian
waters — open to indis-
criminate harvesting. The
association doesn’t want
that, and neither should
anyone else. It has taken
years for the turtle popula-
tion to recover. As an au-
makua, it has cultural and |
historical significance.

= And it is certainly far more ‘

valuable as a living crea-
ture, enjoyed by countless
ocean visitors, than as a
source of meat.
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Wolf protection lifted i mﬁr mnrg

The federal government
will end its protections for
wolves in Wyoming, where
the species was introduced
twode decades ago to revive it
from near extinction in the
United States.

The announcement Friday
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service will entrust the state
with managing wolf numbers
T endorscs s TERThATaL
10w Tor therto be shot on
8 inmostof the state,
while keeping the animals
permanently protected in
designated Zreas like Yellow-
stone National Park.
Wyoming will take over man-

wwe
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promises of legal challenges
from environmental groups
that argue wolves still need
protection to maintain their
successful recovery.

Wyoming has been chafing
under federal wolf protec-
tions for years, with ranch-
ers and hunters complaining
that wolves kill other wildlife
and cattle.

North America was once
home to 2 million gray
wolves, but by the 1930s fur
traders, bounty hunters and
government agents had
nearly exterminated them in
the continental U.S. There
are about 270 wolves in Wyo-
ming outside Yellowstone.
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