Researchers evacuated from atoll as slzorm nears
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Seven researchers were evacuated from aremote
atoll in the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands as a
powerful hurricane headed their way, officials said
Wednesday.

A research vessel picked up the gm from
French Frigate Shoals, said Kate Tonlolo, the acting
supﬁiiﬁent of thie Papahanaumokuakea Marine
National Monument.

The atoll is about 500 miles northwest of Hono-
Julu. Hurricane Walaka was south of the island on
wmmg north with maximum sus-
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tained winds of 130
On Monday the Coas Guard evacuated four work-

ers from a national wildlife refuge on Johnston Atoll

before Walaka passed that island.
The storm hasn't threatened Hawaii's most popu-
lous islands, where the state’s 1.4 million people
live.
The French Frigate Shoals researchers were study-
ing and momtoring Hawaiian monk seals and Hawai-
) sea furiles oruolo said. T -r:::r- ue te
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Hawaiian green sea turtles — classified as threat-
ened under the Endangered Species Act —nest.

The turtles dig holes on the beach and lay their
eggs in the sand, so there’s a possibility a storm
surge from the hurricane may wipe out their nests.
Storm surges also may hit Hawalian monk seals that
rest on the shoreline with their pups. The seals are
an endangered species.

Toniolo said researchers won't return to the is-
land until next year. But a crew collecting marine de-
bris in the marine monument might stop by and
check for damage before then.

Laura the U.S. Fish and Wildlife

ce said the caneposesshnﬂarconcerns
for Johnston Atoll, which is about 825 miles south-"
west of Honolulu. Johnston is the lone nesting
spot for tens of thousands of seabirds within
450,000 squmm!les she said.




