U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE
Southwest Fisheries Center Honolulu Laboratory
I 2570 Dole St. ¢ Honolulu, Hawaii 96822-2396

January 14, 1991 F/SWC2:GHB:JEG
COOP-7L.GHB

Mr. Alika Cooper

Golden Courie Complex Ltd.
P. O. Box 128

Deuba, Fiji

Dear Mr. Cooper

Kitty Simonds of the WPRFMC has been kind enough to provide me
with your current mailing address in Fiji.

I wanted to write to you about the occurrence of tumors, called
fibropapillomas, in Hawaiian honu (green sea turtles, Chelonia
mydas). As you may have heard, this tumor disease has now
reached epidemic proportions in Hawaiian honu, as well as in
other green sea turtles at several sites in Florida and
elsewhere. The tumors can grow rapidly to massive sizes, often
covering over the turtle's eyes, throat, and flippers. Every
week we have one or more turtles dead or nearly dead, covered
with tumors, washing ashore in Hawaii. . The situation has
continued to worsen each year for the past five years, especially
in Kaneohe Bay and along the south shore of Molokai (Palaau to
Kawela). I have enclosed an assortment of articles about this

serious disease phenomenon which I felt you would find
interesting.

Based on historical records at the Smithsonian Institution in
Washington DC, it is my understanding that you encountered and
captured green sea turtles with tumors in Hawaii during the late
1960s. Your experience may be one of the earliest documentations
we have for this disease in Hawaii. I believe you first started
to capture turtles in the early 1950s. When and where was the
first time you recall seeing a tumor on a turtle? What
percentage of the turtles had this disease once you started to
notice it? For example, at present 65% (79) of the 121 turtles

we captured and tagged in Kaneohe Bay during 1989-90 had the
disease.

I realize that in the past years we have had many differences of
opinion on matters pertaining to Hawaiian honu. However, I feel
certain that we share a common view in wanting these turtles to
be healthy in all respects. Epidemic proportions of sick turtles
can have serious negative impacts to the turtle population, and
also may be indicative of some greater problem in the marine
environment. I therefore am hoping that you will write to me at,
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your earliest opportunity to describe what you know of this
disease from past years of catching t)les in Hawaii. Thank you
very much for any assistance you n prgvide.

s (>
s ' )
©  Geor H. Balazs

Zoologist
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