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Nihoa voyagers explore grasshopper problem

Tiwo archaeologists on the trip will also
document ancient Hawaiian ceremonial sites

By Diana Leone
dieone@starbulletincom

island drop vertically into a rich,
deep-blue ocean that really does
feel like the middle of nowhere,

Administration ship Hi‘ialakai
yesterday to spend the next
week on this windswept rock.
Two archaeologists, two biol-
ogists and one teacher will
sleep in pup tents, eat canned
food heated on a camp stove

>> Scott Kekuewa Kikiloi, a
University of Hawaii doctoral
candidate in archaeology, and
archaeologist Kehaulani Souza
will map several ancient Hawai-
ian ceremonial sites.

>> Beth Flint, a U.S, Fish &

Wildlife Service biologist, will _
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ing to compensate Guam residents for abuses they suf-
fered under Japan’s 32-month occupation. Because a
1951 treaty absolved Japan of individual American war
claims, the U.S, would be responsible to pay for abuses
committed by Japanese soldiers on American nationals
on American territory. NEWS, PAGE A14
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Scott Kekuewa Kikiloi and ship electronics technician Mike

the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration ship Hi‘i

at Nihoa Island,

DIANA LEONE / DLEONE@STARBULLETIN. col’
ey blew conch shells yesterday to announce the arrival of

Teachers: Students will learn about Nlhoa discoveries via online exermsei

Continued from Al

something she has done seven
‘times before.

>> Pete Oboyski, an insect bi-
ologist with the University of
California at Berkeley, will see if
a ravenous grasshopper that
ate most of the island’s plants
in 2002 and 2004 has returned.

>> David Boynton, an envi-
ronmental resource teacher at
Kokee Discovery Center on_

. Kauai and a photographer, will
spend some time with each of
the groups.

Oboyski will count the inva-
sive gray bird grasshoppers
(Schistocerca nitens), and he'll
check on the 36 local native in-
sects known to live on Nihoa.

Even if the grasshoppers —
which are related to the “lo-
custs that wrought plagues of
biblical proportions” — are not
there this year, they may have
taken a toll, he said.

Tht:._‘gras_s_hoppelf_._‘s\fgre on all:

never been seen on Nihoa in
su h warming numbers until
2002,

¢ ther insect biologists re-
por -d that “most of the vegeta-

- tion ras completely chewed off,”

in-2( .2 and 2004, Oboyski said.

Oboyski will test five “fla-
vors' of oils for their use as
possile attractants for the
grasshoppers. One will be or-
ange ¢il, because a'scientist
who op-ned a fresh orange on
Nihoa found that he was sur-
rounded by grasshoppers
within minutes, where before
there had been none.

That anecdote about the
sometimes serendipitous
progress of scientific discov-
ery set off a lively discussion
among teacl:ers on this voyage
and the scientists who are
sharing the r research with
them.

Teachers Barbara Mayer
and Maggie Prevenas were so

.g;g(cit_qd _by_ the grasshopper

TEACHER$ AT SEA

ON THE NET

>> Trip postings from
teachers and other
information:
hawaiianatolls.org

>> U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Pacific Islands:;
www.fws.gov/pacific/
pacificislands/wnwr/
pnorthwestnwr.html

>> Northwestern Hawaiian
Islands Coral Reef
Ecosystem Reserve:
www.hawaiireef.noaa.gov

population explosion,
They'll ask Oboyski to share

what he observed on Nihoa

the dark cloud of grasshopper
overpopulation may be tha}
one of Nihoa's rare birds, th
Nihoa Millerbird (Acrocephalu§
familiaris kmgl), seems to ha
increased in numbers over thg
grasshopper years. :
Flint, ever the cautious scier
tist, said it’s not clear whethef
the larger Nihoa Millerbird num-

bers are because they've reprq- .

duced well on a diet
grasshoppers, or if it’s simp d’
easier to spot the secretive bir
on bushes devoid of leaves.

Taking advantage of the u::av
usually calm waters around Ni-
hoa, the other nine teachers 0}
this voyage snorkeled in its w
ters and circled the island in an
inflatable boat.

They saw several of the mghts
that are just about guaranteed
on a trip to Hawalii's most re-
mote islands: monk seals, &
shark and marine debris. 2

Two of those sights, unfort:E

‘nately, were in the same
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