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heard, is definitely more 
transmissible,” Ige said. 
“We had two confirmed 
cases, and I do want 
everyone to know that we 
continue to look for these 
variants so we can contin-
ue to stay on top of it.”

According to Ige, there’s 
no need to increase the 
number of surveillance 
samples, and that the 
300 specimen samples 
currently surveyed each 
month are sufficient to 
identify virus variants.

“I just want to remind 
people that the same pub-
lic health actions we all 
take — wearing masks, 
maintaining physical 
distance, washing your 

hands, staying home 
when you’re sick — still 
apply for the variants,” Ige 
said. “It’s not that we have 
to do something different, 
but we would note that 
the U.K. variant is defi-
nitely more transmissible, 
so if you’re not wearing 
your mask, or you’re going 
to events with many peo-
ple, then it won’t be long 
before that becomes the 
dominant variant here in 
the islands. Then more 
people will get COVID 
if they’re not taking 
precautions.”

Statewide, the number 
of new COVID-19 cases 
has been declining.

The DOH on Monday 
reported 33 new COVID-
19 cases statewide, bring-
ing the total number of 
new cases since the start of 

the pandemic to 26,500.
Four new cases were 

reported on the Big Island.
According to data from 

the DOH, fewer than 10 
cases have been reported in 
Hilo over the past 14 days, 
while 24 have been report-
ed in North Kona during 
that same time frame.

Hawaii County has a 
0.8% test positivity rate, 
compared to a 1.7% posi-
tivity rate statewide.

As of Monday, 202,200 
COVID-19 vaccines 
have been administered 
statewide.

Ige said he’s satisfied the 
state has a broad network 
of partners working to 
administer vaccines.

According to the gov-
ernor, the state receives 
between 30,000 and 
40,000 doses of COVID-19 

vaccines each week, which 
are going directly to clin-
ics, hospitals and pharma-
cies for administration.

“I hope they can increase 
production,” Ige said. “As 
you know, President Biden 
has invoked the Defense 
Production Act, and that 
would allow them to scale 
(up production) hopefully 
much quicker.”

The state could eas-
ily administer twice as 
many vaccines as it cur-
rently receives, and could 
expand beyond that if the 
state knew it could get 
more doses, he said.

Although the vaccina-
tion efforts are ongoing, 
Ige is not yet ready to 
make changes to the state’s 
travel requirements.

Hawaii’s Safe Travels 
program permits 

trans-Pacific travelers 
to bypass a mandatory 
10-day quarantine with a 
negative COVID-19 test 
taken within 72 hours of 
arrival, but a proposal by 
Lt. Gov. Josh Green, a Big 
Island physician, would 
allow those who are fully 
vaccinated to travel freely.

Ige, however, said that 
until the science can con-
firm that those who are 
vaccinated cannot carry or 
transmit the virus,”I think 
it would be irresponsible 
to say that those vaccinat-
ed can travel about freely.”

But as the number 
of cases in each county 

steadily declines, Ige said 
restrictions on interisland 
travel could be relaxed.

“There is some concern 
about new variants, and 
we are carefully watching 
those,” he said. “I do think 
that has heightened the 
whole notion about inter-
island travel again, but I 
do think all the mayors 
recognize the more that 
we can get back to trav-
el within the state, the 
quicker we can do that, I 
think the better it would 
be for our hotels and other 
travel industry partners to 
be able to at least encour-
age interisland travel.”
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HONOLULU — Hawaii’s 
commercial landlords 
would be prohibited from 
evicting tenants under a bill 
that state lawmakers are 
considering to help busi-
nesses hurt by the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

The proposed legislation 
would prohibit landlords 
from attempting to collect 
back rent from business-
es for 12 months after the 
expiration of a final pan-
demic emergency procla-
mation, The Honolulu Star-
Advertiser reported Sunday.

The bill passed the Senate 

Committee on Commerce, 
Consumer Protection and 
Health last week.

Tenants would be able 
to terminate leases with-
out penalty if negotia-
tions with landlords to 
amend contract terms are 
unsuccessful.

Tenants could also sue 
landlords who violate pro-
hibitions in the bill for 
actual damages, seeking 
$2,000 for each violation 
and attorneys’ fees.

Data from the University 
of Hawaii Economic 
Research Organization 
show there are a third fewer 
businesses open in Hawaii 

now than there were 
before the pandemic. It is 
unclear how many closed 
permanently.

The bill has received sup-
port from small business 
owners who told legisla-
tors in testimony about the 
struggles they have faced to 
continue operating.

The measure is opposed 
by landlords who have said 
shifting the financial burden 
to them is not the correct 
response. Landlords and 
property owners said the 
bill would limit their ability 
to negotiate with businesses 
leasing from them.

BILL WOULD BLOCK PANDEMIC BUSINESS PROPERTY EVICTIONS
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A mo-ped cruises on Alii Drive passing restaurants and businesses 
shuttered in late March amid Gov. David Ige’s stay-at-home order. 
Hawaii’s commercial landlords would be prohibited from evicting 
tenants under a bill that state lawmakers are considering to help 
businesses hurt by the coronavirus pandemic. CHELSEA JENSEN/WEST HAWAII TODAY

Winter weather forecast for summits
A winter weather advisory has been posted for 

the Big Island’s Mauna Loa and Maunakea sum-
mits, as well as the Haleakala summit on Maui, 
through 6 p.m. today.

National Weather Service forecasters 
in Honolulu said Monday afternoon that a 
fast-moving cold front will bring moisture to all 
three summits overnight into Tuesday. A low 
aloft will drop temperatures to near-freezing 
over Haleakala, and well below-freezing over 
Maunakea and Mauna Loa resulting in freezing 
rain and snow.

Snow accumulations of up to 3 inches are 
forecast for the Big Island summits, and up to 1 
inch is forecast for Haleakala, forecasters said. 
Wind could gust as high as 35 mph.

Forecasters cautioned of icy roadways, making 
for very dangerous driving at the summits, which 
could prompt road closures. The Maunakea 
Access Road was open as of Monday evening.

Police ID pedestrian killed  
in Mountain View crash

Big Island police on Monday identified a 
54-year-old pedestrian killed in a Wednesday 
crash in Mountain View.

Aaron L. Sombrio, of Mountain View, died 
at The Queen’s Medical Center on Oahu from 
issues suffered in the crash on Kahikopele Road. 
Police responded to the 7:40 p.m. traffic col-
lission, determined that a 2002 GMC Sonoma 
pickup truck was traveling east on Kahikopele 
Road and struck Sombrio who was believed to 
be walking east on the roadway.

The East Hawaii Traffic Enforcement Unit has 
initiated a negligent homicide investigation and 
is asking for anyone who may have witnessed 
the crash or has information to contact Acting 
Sgt. Jared Cabatu at (808) 961-2329 or via email 
to jared.cabatu@hawaiicounty.gov.

Police still looking for missing man, 35
Hawaii Island police are seeking the public’s 

assistance in locating 35-year old Albert Aukai 
Manners.

Manners was last seen on Nov. 20 and is known 
to frequent Puna, specifically the Keaau area, 
according to the Hawaii Police Department.

Manners is described as being “local,” 5 feet, 
10 inches tall, weighing 160 pounds with black 
hair and brown eyes, according to police. He has 
several prominent tattoos, including “G A” on his 
back, “BJPenn.com” on his neck, “Nova Uniao” 
across his abdomen, “96720” on his chest, and 
“In loving memory of Albert Always Bad Manners” 
also on his chest.

Anyone with information on his whereabouts 
should contact Officer Isabell Feki by calling the 
department’s nonemergency line at (808) 935-3311.

By local sources

BIG ISLAND NEWS IN BRIEF

A rare nest of olive ridley sea turtles 
was discovered last week in Ka‘u.

Jeremy, Jen and Kian Van Arkel 
of Ocean View initially found six or 
seven hatchlings stuck in rocks and 
driftwood debris on the beach in 
Kawa on Feb. 3.

The family called the University 
of Hawaii at Hilo Marine Option 
Program Sea Turtle Response hotline 
after their discovery. That call was 
directed to team coordinator Jen 
Sims, who helped coordinate the 
response effort.

Sims didn’t quite believe it.
“At first, I said, ‘No, there can’t 

be hatchlings,’” she said by phone 
Monday.

Sims said the only sea turtle species 
that nests on the Big Island is the 
hawksbill, and those turtles typically 
nest between May and November.

A few green sea turtles also have 
nested here, but most travel to the 
northwest Hawaiian Islands to lay 
their eggs between May to August, 
she said.

Those hatchlings, though, look dif-
ferent from the photos the family 
provided.

“I knew it was something rare, right 
off the bat …,” Sims said. “I certainly 
didn’t know they were olive ridleys, 
and I’ve never seen an olive ridley nest 
nor hatchlings before. So when I saw 

the pictures, I knew they didn’t look 
right, but I didn’t personally know 
what they were.”

Lauren Kurpita, former director of 
the Hawaii Island Hawksbill Project, 
advised that the hatchlings should be 
carefully moved closer to the water if 
they were unable to navigate through 
the debris.

The Van Arkel family then spent 
several hours ensuring the safety of 
the turtles by combing through the 
debris, locating any stranded hatch-
lings, and moving them further down 
the beach.

The Van Arkels released approx-
imately 20 turtles, and said the 
encounter with the turtles was a “once 
in a lifetime experience” that they 
won’t forget.

As the family assisted the baby sea 
turtles that had moved toward the 
ocean, more hatchlings started to 
emerge from the nest.

Kurpita, who arrived on the scene 
nearly three hours later, was able to 
excavate the nest, unearthing three 
dozen more sea turtles trapped by 
rocks.

Olive ridley sea turtles are a “threat-
ened” species under the United States 
Endangered Species Act.

Although they are known to 
inhabit Hawaiian waters, Sims said 
most olive ridleys in the Pacific 
Ocean nest in Central America in an 
“arribada,” where the females nest at 

the same time.
Solitary nesting events are much 

more rare, she said.
“And the fact that this turtle nested 

in Hawaii instead of its normal nest-
ing spot is really unusual,” Sims said. 
“We just don’t see it here. … (It’s) just 
kind of extraordinary. When you do 
sea turtle work like we do, we get real-
ly excited when we see a species we’ve 
never seen before. “

According to records, the nest dis-
covered last week was only the sev-
enth known olive ridley nest in the 
Hawaiian Islands, and the third found 
on the Big Island.

One nest was found in Hilo in the 
early 2000s and the other on Maui 
in 2010.

Sims said the turtles are known to 
be in Hawaiian waters, but typically 
feed in deep water, “way off shore.”

“I was shocked and so excited,” Sims 
said. “This is one of those rare events.”

The presence of a sea turtle nest is 
notable since driving has been limited 
on the beach at Kawa after Hawaii 
County acquired ownership and Na 
Mamo o Kawa began land steward-
ship of the area.

Sims was thankful for the work of 
the Van Arkel family, and said their 
effort “speaks to the aloha spirit we 
have. We take care of the island togeth-
er and all the species that are here 
together, and I really appreciate (that).”

RARE TURTLES RESCUED IN KA‘U

NEST OF OLIVE RIDLEYS FOUND BY OCEAN VIEW FAMILY
A rare nest of olive ridley sea turtles was discovered last week at Kawa. JEREMY VAN ARKEL/COURTESY PHOTO
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