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AWMG

The Art Whistler Memorial Garden is located at Vailima within the 
Vailima Botanical Garden near the Robert Louis Stevenson Museum

RLS Museum

Vailima
Botanical 
Garden
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The garden before work began in January 2021



The stake marks 
where the
Art Whistler 
memorial rock 
was later placed



Work on Information Fale
March 2021 by 

Tuatagaloa Joe Annandale and 
team









The information 
fale has been 
renovated with 
new paint work, 
lashings, new 
purlins and 
painted carvings



Carvings of 
birds have 
been done 
on the fale
posts- owl 
and 
kingfisher



Additional text on 
the AWMG has been 
added to the wall 
map in the fale



Details of lashings in fale using 
traditional sinnet (afa)
Some lashing work still to be 
done



Interpretive panels will 
be placed in the middle 
two fale openings- one 
on Art, the other on the 
rare plants garden and 
will be double sided so 
can be viewed from 
inside or outside the fale



Rock work by 
Papalii Penehuro 
Jan- May 2021



Penehuro’s Plan for AWMG



Art’s 
memorial 
rock to be 
engraved 
with text 
but not 
painted



Penehuro’s
Rock work for the 
AWMG at his 
workshop at 
Vaitele - picnic 
tables, seats, bird 
baths and tree 
labels (30 rocks)



Rocks placed in April 2021



Completed Rock Garden with Memorial Rock for Art Installed 



Wheel chair accessible trail
by 

Isaia Iona Joinery
April – May 2021



Trails Work April- May 2021



1 ton of old coca cola bottles were crushed by SRWMA
and used in the trail- the first time in Samoa for crushed glass to be used 

in trails



Completed wheel chair accessible trail on May 12, 2021



Panel 1

Panel 2

Interpretive Panels (to be installed June 2021)



Transplanting Work
by Garden Committee

May 2021



Pau, Afa and many tree ferns and 
ground orchids have been 

transplated. Falaga, more ground 
orchids and tree ferns, Solfia and 

Niu Vao are still to be transplanted 









Metal bird cut 
outs of native 
birds (eg
Manumea and 
Maomao) will 
be placed on 
trees in 
garden…

Garden Opening Event Planned for July 2021
After All Plantings Completed


