By GaAry T. KusoTa
Maui correspondent

Environmentalists and some
residents on the neighbor islapds
are joining to protect the habitat
of endangered hawksbill turtles.

There are less than 50 kng_wn
nesting females in the Hawaiian
Islands, most on the Big Island
and in Maui County, and they are
facing threats to their nesting
habitat through urbanization.

Dogs and mongooses also prey
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“We and the hawksbills have

been living the

ing the hawksbills’ nesting pat-
terns, says he feels there’s a need
for a meeting to discuss improving
the habitat while not affecting lo-

cal businesses,

Katahira said a number of resi-
dents rely upon selling souvenirs

to visitors to make a living,

He said last summer, two

re for many years,”
Hanoa said. “They are'so nice to
have around. We swim with them.”

Federal official Lawrence

Efforts under way to profect onter

on. eggs in nesting areas. The
hawksbills’ nesting season ex-
tends from the end of May through
October. )
Along the southwest Maui coast-
line, lights from residences and
vehicles scare away nesting
hawksbill turtles and confuse
hatchlings during migration. s
In a southwest section of the Big

Island, tour buses and hundreds of -

visitors daily tramp on a blqck
sand beach at Punaluu, a nesting
area for hawksbills.

Some Punaluu residents are

s-land 11

awksbill turtle nestin

cern,” Katahira said.

lighting during nesting season,

__Hawaii Wildlife Fund officia]
Hannah Bernard said residents
are being asked to turn their lights
away from shoreline and to use
blinds in their homes to reduce

lights off the shoreline.

Bernard said those who use

hawksbills tried but were unable
to nest in the Punaluy area, “We
need to address everyone’s con-

Fed _ —On Maui, government officials
Katahira, who has been monitor- and environmentalists are re-

minding residents to reduce their

280 Twe

asking ‘the county to close a 100-
meter section of road to visitors to
prevent the destruction of black
sand dunes where hawksbills nest.

Lois Lewis, who lives in
Punaluu, said she’s seen a hawks-
bill try to find a nest several times.
“The sand wasn’t deep enough so
she couldn’t do it,” she said.

Pele Hanoa, whose family has

- owned land in Punaluu since 1852,

says sheé wants to close the road to
visitor :traffic and protect the

. hawksbills from being overrun by

tourists.

g areas

s . . 1S
I:ghtmg to discourage prowlerss,

might consider using motion sena

sitive lights.

Glynnis Nakai, manager for
Kealia Pond National Wildlifey
Refuge, said more hawksbill turss
tles are expected to nest this yearuy

In recent years, volunteers haves
been helping to build sand fences;;

to restore the dunes fronting

beaches near Kealia, In somes
places, the sand buries the fences:

Nakai said more work needs tos
be done to stabilize the dunes;

through growing native plants.
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Bay turtles

“guided
to the ocean

More than 70 hawksbill
hatchlings on Kihei
coastline given assistance
By CLAUDINE SAN NICOLAS

Staif Writer

KIHEI — More than 70 hawksbill sea-
turtle hatchlings are estimated to have
emerged from the Kihei coastline this
‘weel, offering promise of the survival of

‘the endangered species.

Volunteers from the community, as
well as state and federal officials, collab-

waasﬂlethudn&stdugtqadmngﬂ:e
19 ‘hawksbill sea-turtle nesting season

that began in June and is expected to run -

| through early December.

“It’s one of the most amazing things to
see,” said biologist Suzanne Canja of the
Hawaii Wildlife Fund’s Honu‘ea Watch

pmgmm“Allofasuddenﬂnsheadpﬂpﬂ
~ out of the sand and it’s just great.” -

Steve Williams, coordinator of the
~ “Dawn Patrol” tasked with finding and

f protecting the hawksbill nests, agreed.

. “It’s very rewarding to see the hatch-
lings come out and to know you've
helped improve the survival of this tur-
ﬂe.!l

'IherearestllltWQmore nests to be ex-
cavated this nesting season, and all five

arqbelieVQd tohave come from a female 3
See HAWKSBILL |
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i ter hawksbull hatchlings |
emerged from their nest w;l-
unteers excavated the
assfstanywrﬂesﬂwm
have become trapped
heavy sand orin roots.

Hawaii muuquu ;
CARRIE ROBERTSON photos
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Hawksbill turtle hatchlings
“In Kihei guided to the ocean

Continued from Page A1

currently being tracked by radio and
satellite transmitters. She’s believed
10 be at least 40 years old and is about
3 feet long and 2% feet wide. Tracking

systems currently place her in waters

off Molokai.
Researchers have named the baby

the stars that accompanied
her during her nesting activity earlier
this summer,

“‘She’s a very spirited animal. I
think this female has a lot more future
generations in her; she’s great,”” said
Hannah Bernard, education director of
the Hawaii Wildlife Fund.

Entities involved in this year's
hawksbill-turtle i
clude the Dawn Patrol, a team of
about 25 community volunteers; the
Division of Aquatic Resources at the
state of Land and Natural
Resources; IheU.S Fish and Wildlife
Service; and the Hawaii Wildlife
Fund’s Honu‘ea Watch

Bemard said the Fish and Wildlife

Service still must confirm the count of

the live hatchlings and-eggs.
Biologists and volunteers excavated
the first nest Aug: 26, finding approx-
imately 186 eggs, halfofwbichpm—
ducedhvehalr.hm

season in-

Anyone (
_in helping can call 572-7327. T
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The second nest was excavated

-'..hb

Sept. 29, with a 230-egg count.

searchers were unable to mgﬁ;
with an estimate of live hatchlhgs{
according to Bernard, because the
did not erupt like the others and h
less activity.

Canja explained that the

.

x.e

turtles’ mothu'l-lohﬂeie,mhcmrof: wh:chareabour.lml-xfeade@,

hadwbeexmmedbmusel@‘w

hachlings have died from being

to make sure predators don’t n
nm()neyear anestwasde;u;ﬁ?;

Green sea turtles nest mostly in ¢
French Frigate Shoals of the
archipelago versus the hawksb:il
wmchnestmmeminﬂawmmw-
lands. Researchers believe hawksbills.
llvemteedmdeepﬂ'wmsmme
green furtle, T

Bemnard said more volunteers are
needed to help monitor and excavate
the last two nests, interested -
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