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OceEAN WATCH
By Susan Seotr

Turtles here
are losing fear

of humans

friend told me recents
1y that sbout & month
agn, visiting the
orth Shore, he saw
peveral big sea turtles grazing
m e
% e \
looked healthy and seamed re-
laxed, even though people were
standing in the water, petting
and feeding them.
Yeg, it's illegal totouch a sea
huthu&ﬁﬂl memmnn-

Cncatetn Brévent i e
of these gentie creatures,

this was o f:fr ory from that [t
waE an act Lowe,

You sea, the turiles had come
into the shallow water to eat
the abundant seaweed growing
thers: But due to low surf and
ghifting sands, some of the best
seavesed was out of reach of the
turtles’ bully bodies. There-
fore, people were picki
dles of the stu.E‘E‘a:HB ing it
T the hungry reptiles.

i isdplisnty o i
marvelous evenl,
turties. Rather than fleeing
from the people, they calmiy
munehed the offered food.

T?l’lﬂstnrriathamql-
ment of zome good news
about Hawaii ag:u:mmnh‘lu,w
hoau: T'l-"wl.}'p:m r
eoming protected under the
11.5. Endangered Species Act,
the Hawaii native is showing
promizsing signs of recovery.
The number of nesting females
iz gradually increasing, more
and more turtles are grazing
around the main Hawaiian is-
lands and researchers have
been dorumenting changes in
their behavior. .
The miost striking change in
turtle conduct in Hawali is the
time juveniles and adolescents
ﬂtﬂeﬁnﬁthanlﬂ-mtlm
ﬂearuﬂyg‘nﬂlﬂmm

= Today, however, turtles feed-
ing in human-populated waters
during the day are a common
sight. And they're doingit in_
niw places. Greens are show-
ing up in areas with no prior
records of turtles, One such
place |s Honaunan, the nation-
al park on the Kona coast of
Hawnaii. I was thers re¢
and counted eight di
glzed turtles grazing hjun‘.
inehes of water.

hers believe that this

i feeding is closely relat-
ed to the other recent behavior
change in young turtles: toler-
anca o himans.

I past, most green tur-
ﬂesﬂadauhaﬂmtﬂnhtuf
humans, This still happens
among some individuals bt it's
oo longer the norm at many
These days, turtles often hﬁg
their ground in the presence
peopie. In some places, turtles
are essentially fume, foraging:
for sezweed near the feet of
people siabding in the water.
AL other sites, even when there
is no J:Lmunr of I'l.mtl-&adiug.

ate-

It's heartw that
Hawall'sturtles are hecoming
less afrpid of us. But there's a
downside to thiz. As more tur-
tles come inshore to feed, more
swallow hooks and get tangled
in fishing lines and nets.

Anglers can help Howail's
turthes by nof fishing in areas
where turtles reguiarly feed. IF
a turtle does get hooked, don't
iry to remove it Cut the line
elose, or in eomplicated cases,
call 883-3730 on weekd zys, 387-
00T on weekends.

My friend who saw people
and the North Shore turiles in-
teracting was quite moved by
the experience,

"Something wonderful and
ﬁutlmi is happening,” he

So true, Let's work together
o keep it happening.

Suma'mtt':ﬂmuﬂm
cOftm ¢ Mondays in the
Honolulu Star-Bulletin, Contact
her ut honud aloha.net.




