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Ca]l experts
to help sick
‘sea turtles

Tt

& ON: I know that in
Hawaii, it’s kind of illegal to
touch sea turtles. However, I
have seen turtles with tumors
on bath eyes dying on top of
seaweed several times, Am I
permitted to touch and help
these turtles in any way?

ANSWER: Ifyou see a
stranded sea turtle, call the Na-
tional Marine Fisheries Ser-
vice-at 983-5730, 7 a.m.-4 p.m.
Monday-Friday; or the state Di-
vision of Conservation and Re-

~ The numbers pertain onlyto |

sea turtles, which are protected
under the U.S. Endangered
Species Act and state wildlife

- laws. All sea turtles, dead or

alive, are protected.

You are asked not to call 911,
the Honolulu Police Depart-
ment, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, Sea Life Park,
the Hawaiian Humane Society
or the Waikiki Aquarium.

A'stranded sea turtle is de-
fined as an ocean turtle found
dead, injured, sick, with a tumor
oro,tfierwise abnormal in ap-
Ppearance and out of the water.

You should not touch a turtle

S you are specifically
d to do s0 by the Fisheries
Service or DOCARE,

Be prepared to report exactly
where th? turfle is, itgesizeand
whether it's alive or dead

heextent of its injuries, said
Dénise Parker, a research asso-
ciate with the Fisheries Service,

“Then we'll send someone
out to pick up the animal,” she
said. If it’s alive, it'll be taken
to a veterinarian; if it’s l')jeegd'
post-mortem tests may be done.

If you see someone harming,
harassing or killing a sea turtle,
call the service’s Law Enforce-

Oliphant, president of the non-
profit Save the Sea Turtles
group, at 638-2211 for informa-
tion:




