TURTLE TURBULENCE

by Robert Duerr

Green Turtle Take:
Crime or Kau Kau?

B On Mau, a father and son who were lobster
fishing were arrested for the crime of “fake and
pomaesaion” of a hona (Hawaiian {reen s2a tlarkle,
Chefonla mydas), a protecled specles. Turtle
scientlsts, howeser, say what beach-goars ohsense,
thiat the Hawaiian qreen sea turtle popdation has
recovered. Should talking a green sea turtle be a
crime for the police blotter, or should green sea
turtles be food for the dinner tablaf

On a Suenday at 8:50 am., a DOCARE
afficer on foutine patral reported seeing two
rrien pulling their lobster net from Round Tables
in the Waishy ares of Maul's norih shore. The
officer found a dead honu entangled in a net
placed in a metal hab.

George Harwey Balars, seff-described as
“global independent sea turtle scientisi,” has
professionally and perscnally been involved in
the research and comseruation of marine turtles
in the Hawaillan [dands, Ooeania and globally
since 1972, He has worked tor organlzations
including the Universily of Hawai'i and the
Mational Marne Figherles Service, and he has
hean A member of the [nternational Unlen for
Conservation of Mature [[UHCH), 550 Marine
Turtle Specialist Group since 1976. He was co-
chair of the Ocesnia Region of the IUCHN group
In sharl, ha is o werld-recognized honu exper
whe hag [ived in thie Hawallan [sands for more
than 50 years
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Turtie killed In leksior meton s Phatooourssy ef OLNA,

George went on the record in 2012 and
aonin in 2016 to comment on the NOAA
endangered and threaterned rubs-making process
His testimany stated

“1 attest to the fellowing direct parsonal
ohsarvations, suhmitled here as testimomy
baseed on a significant span of tme—nearky 48
years-1966 to 2012—Ilwing in Hawail and
devoting attention, 43 an astute obsorer in, om,
and by the ocean. During the mad-1960s to the
mid- 198 0s 1t was uncomimon o eVer ea green
turtles when snockeling. scuba diving, boating,
or walking along the shoreline. Starting in the
late 19805 and early 1990s sightings of furikes
increased prominenthy—including the occurrence
af terpastrial basking, By the mid- 19905 through
Lo the presenl, with Incrensing frequency, it his
bacome ‘comimon’ 1o see urles.

‘My obseruations are applicable tothe Heawailan
islands of O'ahu, where Llve, as well as Maul,
Kaua'l, Lana't, Moloka'i and the Big [sland of
Hawal't [including East Hawai'i and the Kohela/
Koana Const), By green turtles being ‘comenon” |
mean widespread, general, srdinary, of frequent
espourrence, and usual,

Zuriers st Hoadll'l Beach Park hit hirties with
sheas with regulariny, somelimas rmdtiple times
in @ session. Seeminghy, NOAA does not disagree
with surfers that there are more green sea turtles
i Howal“i. The probiem is that the population
nests akbmost exclusively in the French Frigate
Shoals, which NOAM is coneerned will disappear
with climate changa

MOAS and MMFS relied ona 2015 document
by Jeffrey A, Semmoff, et al., titled “Status
Review ol the Green Turte Usdar the Endangered
Snecies Acl” for their DPS {distinet population
segment] 1 [Morth Atlantic], DPS 7 (Central Wast
Pacliich and DPS 9 [Central South Pacific) rule
making support for protecting trtles. Though
George was & co-author of this report, tve had
no Inuvoliement in the protection requests
Georce told MOAA that climate change induced
zoa lewed rise, hence evenlual submergence of
nesting beaches at French Frigate Zhoas, “runs
oppositional to the fact that green turtles are
highly resilient and adaptable rasulting in shon
and larg-term successhul nesting beach and othar
changes for millennia,
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George confinued, “The rationale simply
‘deas not hold water’ In that no sclence-based
infermation of support was presented in thee
rula-making proposal.”

Meamwhile, the Western Pacific Regicnal
Fishery Management Councll (the Cournchl)
racanily hesrd & report on the status oi the
ranagement in Howai‘i of the honu. With the
abundance of turtles, the Council has recelved
numercus Hsherfolk reguests fo allow the
traditional cultural harvest of green sea furties
{or toad, medicifie and sustenance.

Manry Dienas, Councll membaer from Guam,
* expagsad deep concern at the erosion of respact
for indigenous cultures In o reghon, where
tirrtles hawe been valued for medicine, food and
sisstenance for more than 4,000 years.”

George wrobs in 2018, “Gueraashul saa turile
consarvation programs that endure are best built
with local commaunities as their fomdation,

The Council will work with eommunities 10
decurment “the historyof cubtural harvest and use of
Teomi in Hewai'3. ™ Councll members ako supgorted
developing a way forward with the NMES.

‘“The scientificalty sound and appropriate
li=ting of sea turtle popualations is oo much of a
fundarmanial igsue for conservationksis to leave o
emodion and political correctness.” (eorge stated
kn an E+nail to "Splash]®

Meanwhile, the two men hawe a court date
scheduted for November 18 in Maui Disirlect
Court. George has taken notice of the case and
wrote the following in the comment seclion of
a Moui Mews artick on the case: “T've taken
an interest (n this case, 1t has some curiositas
about it based on my 50 years of professtonal
and personal axperiences with honu in Hawal'l
Something seems amiss, although maybe that's
due ta limited reporting of the Full facts. [l anyone
knows the defendants, or the attorney that will
represent them in court in Movember, please ask
them io contact me.”

Visit George Balazs' website at <hiips://
geargehbalars. com, ¥, continued. . .

‘O fiahdng at Lillu'okalani Park, Hiko, Phete courtesy
ol Aobort Dwarr,
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