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bay below, an exasperated
Kalei Luuwai yelled: “No,
Joey—you're doing itall
wrong already! Get back!
Don’t let them see you!”

“That’s why we have to
come here and show them

~howtofish”hesaid. =

It was no simple day at the
beach for Kalei, his uncle
Rudy “Boogie” Luuwai and
the five children they brought
with them to Kanahena Point
in the Ahihi Bay-Cape Kinau
Natural Area Reserve.

Yesterday was the first
time the Luuwai family went
into the reserve under a per-
mit that allows them to catch
fish, crabs and octopuses
and gather limu and opihi, to
exercise a traditional fishing
right and to instruct their
children in those rights.

They are allowed to use
throw nets, handlines, spears
or tools for prying opihi off
the rocks. While they exer-
cised their right to show their
children how to fish, they
also committed themselves
to protecting the resources

by limiting and reporting

cause fishing has been
banned for 26 years. With
two throws of his net, he
hauled in more than 50

See RIGHTS, A25

s his 12-year-old
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Kalei Luuwai's net is full of fish gatheréd from Kanahena Point, part of a nature pre-
serve on Maui. Luuwai's family received permission from the state to fish there.
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¢ his son and young cousins to select

‘= .the largest while releasing the rest.

b metrahﬂngnnghttalnesome

<rtime.

o Aftm-hanlmgmtaloadﬁmnme
throw net, Joey Luuwai happily ex-

z-.-..daimw,“Now,thatwasfun!”Bm
he'snatyetreadytonmkethe

# throw himself.

&' “The net's too big for him,” Kalei

o+ said. “My usedto

t-teachme.Hemuldthrowabunch
of slippers in the yard, and we had
to throw the net over the slippers.”

“* “Eventually, they’re going to be
the ones teaching the next genera-
tion,” Boogie said. “Not me.”

y frips.

“The last time I came in here, we
brought my grandma (Angeline
Luuwai) in. We came in witha
boat, set up on the beach. It was
great,” Kalei said.

But that was before 1973, when
the state designated Ahihi Bay-
Cape Kinau as a 2,045-acre reserve
to protect a pristine natural area.

. No one was allowed to remove
+ fish, plants or rocks.

Lots more fish now

Although poaching occurs regu-
larly, most people respect the re-
savemdtheﬁshpoptﬂatimhas
bloomed.

| 'Thesilver ahole snagged in

| Kalei’s net measured almost a foot

. long, a size rarely found elsewhere

| in Hawnii's nearshore waters.

| The Luuwais’ one-year permit
allows them to fish in the reserve
only four times, but Kalei and Boo-
gie said they had no problem
agreeing to the limit. They said

+, they need to protect the resources
'“as well, so their grandchildren will
know what Hawaii’s ocean can
provide just as they learned from

Boogie said his great-grandpar-
ents, John and Kamaka Kukahiko,

- -lived at Makena, fished there and
taught their children how to fish
there.

into a quagmire of issues involving
restrictions on fishing gear, com-
mercial versus recreational versus
subsistence, size limits, seasonal

bans and enforcement.

“It’s all about allocation. There
are only so many fishes and the
population will recover only so
fast, so if you’re going to protect
the resource, you can allocate only
so many people to have access to
the resource. But how do you de-
cide who?” Hau said,

Kalei said it should be possible to
create more reserves or conserva-

tion districts where fishing is pro-
areas still should be able to claim
traditional rights, he said. But for
non-Hawaiians who have no claim
to traditional rights, there would be
s e

- “Where do you start? Where do
you stop?” he said. “It’s like the
haves and the have-nots,” Boogie
said.

“Hawaiians have (traditional
rights). How do you accommodate
the have-nots? It's tough. How do
you do that?”
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Their generations-long tradition
ofﬁshingintheaxeammsinterrupt—
ed by the designation of the re-
serve. But in 1997, Boogie and his
brother, Bobby, filed an applica-
tion for a permit to fish in the re-
serve based on a provision in the

R s

and review, a one-year permit was
granted last October.

The family was accompanied
yesterday by state aquatics biolo-
oﬁioerMarcMiyakawa.Altlmugh
the state officials were to enforce:
the limits on the permit, Miy
said he also was responsible for ex-
plaining to other people that the
Luuwais had a special permit for
the fishing activity.

“These guys are not going out-

side their permit. It took themtoo

long to get it,” Miyakawa said.
Boogie said he has been ques-
tioned by others over his claim toa
ﬁgl-lttoﬁshinamerve.“ﬁthom-
er Hawaiians, he said, “I tell them
they can do what we did. Trace
ﬁgenealogv, apply for a per-

But that doesn’t deal with the is-
sue that the Luuwais can claim a
right to fish in an area that has
beenclosedtoﬂlerestofﬂlepublic
for more than 26 years, It allows
them a privilege to a prime re-
source. -

Other controls considered

Hau noted that the state has ex-
perimented with a kapu system in
Waikiki, where fishing is banned
for a year and then opened for a
year. But there is an overload when
fishing is opened again, he said.

“The population builds up when
it’s closed. But as soon as it's
again, the fishing just knocks it back
down again,” he said.

Protection of fish resources runs




