UNIVERSITY OF HAWATI

Hawaii Institute of Marins Biology
Jamary 19, 1973

Dear ASAC Msmbar,

I would 1ike to e¢all your attantion te two changes that should
be mads in my mammseript "Status of Marins Turtles in Hawaii" which
I sent to you at an earlier date.

Thesa are:

1. On page 7 and 8 reference is made to ths tapging of nast
turtlas in the Raefuge by Sport Fisheries and Wildlife pars .
Recent disoussion with the Pureau Administrators has rovealed that
tha vast majority of tha 700+ turtles tapged were "basking” indivi-
duals; that is to say that the turtles (both mala and femals) ware
1ying on the sandy beachss sunning thamselves when they were marked.
Basking is a habit peculiar to Northern Pacific Gresn Turtles and
is prebably relatad to the cooler environment. Only a fow animals
(10-15) have ever been tagged in the Refuge while nesting.

The awarensss of this fact iz of major importance. At the Da-
camber 1, 1972 ASAC meeting Dr, Garth Morphy used the 700 number
that Whs stated to try to make soms sort of a rough estimats of the
total breesding populatisn. The basie assumption for his ealenlations
ware that the 700 turtles tagged were all femalas. It is now avi-
dent that this is not the case and that far fewer animals probably
exist.

2. On page 9 a valus of 100 pounds was given for a sexually

mature Green Turtle. Two hundred and fifty pounds is the trus value,
or 100 kilograms. I failed to indicate the proper units.
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Dr. Ernest Ross

Poultry & Animal Science Department
University of Hawaii

Honolulu, Hawaii 96822

Dear Dr. Ross:

In light of your recent testimony on behalf of H.B. 1635,
relating to studies on the green sea turtle population, I
thought you might be interested in knowing that the Water, Land
Use and Development Committee reported the bill out of commit-
tee the other day, and the Finance Committee submitted it in
amended form to the House for final reading last night.

In order to get the bill reported out of Finance, I had
to accept the deletion of a section added bv the Water, Land
Use and Develcpment Committee, which called for a 3-vyear
moratorium on hunting for green =sea turtles. The recommended
appropriation was also cut in half, to about $33,000.

Now, another long battles lies ghead for Senate concurrence,
and I suggest that you once again marshall your resources and
people to follow and support this bill as it mowves through the
genate.

I really think we may be on the verge of getting this
thing through.

Sincare aloha,

ANSON CHONG
Representative, l3thDistrict
AC/m=s

Enclosures: Standing Committee Reports from House Finance
and Water, Land Use & Development committees.
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MAKING AN APPROPRIATION FOR A RESEARCH MANAGEMENT STUDY OF THE
POPULATION OF THE GREEN SEA TURTLE IN HAWAITAN WATERS.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAIL

SECTION 1. The 1¢gislaﬁure finds that the green sea turtle
is in danger of hacuming_aﬂ "endangered species" in Hawalian
waters because of the 1ﬁdis¢riminate killing, capturing, molest-
ing, and possessing of the green sea turtle. The purpose of
this Act is to provide for a research management study of the
population of the green sea turtle in Hawaiian waters.

SECTION 2. There is appropriated out of the general
revenues of the State of Hawail the sum of $50,000, or so much
thereof as may be necessary, for a research management study
of the population of the green sea turtle (Chelonia Epecieﬁ}
in Hawaiian waters. The study shall include.an inventory of
the green sea turtle population in Hawaii waters and a program
to insure the preservation of the green sea turtle {(Chelonia
species) .

SECTION 3. The sum appropriated shall be expended by
the department of land and natural resources for the purpose

of this hct.
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This Act shall take effect upon its approval.
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HREN A

REQUESTING THE PECPLE OF HAWAII TO AID IN THE PRESERVATION OF
THE GREEN SEA TURTLE WHICH IS5 CDHEIDERED AN ENDANGERED
SPECIES THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. .

WHEREAS, man has continually expanded his control of the
environment and ecology of his surroundings and by doing seo
has already exterminated numerous birds and mammals; and

WHEREAS, man should learn to protect those birds, mammals,
and water life left on this earth for their benefit and for
the benefit of his children; and

WHEREAS, an endangered species is one whose prospects for
survival and repreoduction are in immediate jeopardy who needs
help or extinction will result; and

WHEREAS, one of the endangered species which is frequently
seen in the Hawaii waters is the green sea turtle (Chelonia
species); and

WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of Hawaii is con-
cerned with endangered species and has placed certain specles

under legal protection in accordance with Part II of Chapter 191;
and

WHEREAS, the Legislature feels that the green sea turtle
should also be protected as an endangered species; now, there-
fore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the House of Representatives of the
Seventh Legislature of the State of Hawaii, Regular Session
of 1973, the Senate concurring, that the people of the State
of Hawail are urged not to molest, kill, or capture the green
sea turtle (Chelonia species) and are urged not to take,
collect, molest, or destroy any eggs of the green sea turtle;
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Department of Land and
Natural Resources is requested to promulgate rules and regula-
tions pursuant to Chapter 190-3 of the Hawail Revised Statutes
to limit the sale and taking of the green sea turtle; and

LRE 49%9-389
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this Con-
current Resolution be transmitted to the Chairman of the Board
of Land and Natural Resources.

I )i,Q G it

JAN 23 1973

LRB 499-390
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STATE OF THAWAIL

REQUESTING THE PEOPLE OF HAWAII TO AID IN THE PRESERVATION OF
THE GREEN SEA TURTLE WHICH IS CONSIDERED AN ENDANGERED
SPECIES THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. :

WHEREAS, man has continually expanded his control of the
environment and ecology of his surroundings and by doing so
has already exterminated numerous birds and mammals; and

WHEREAS, man should learn to protect those birds, mammals ,
and water life left on this earth for their benefit and for
the benefit of his children; and

WHEREAS, an endangered species is one whose prospects for
survival and reproduction are in immediate jeopardy who needs
help or extinction will result; and

WHEREAS, one of the endangered specles which is frequently
seen in the Hawaii waters is the green sea turtle (Chelonia
species); and

WHEREAS, the Legislature of thé State of Hawaili is con-
cerned with endangered species and has placed certain species
under legal protection in accordance with Part II of Chapter
191; and

WHEREAS, the Legislature feels that the green sea turtle
should also be protected as an endangered species: now, there-
fore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the House of Representatives of the
Seventh Legislature of the State of Hawaii, Regular Session
of 1973, that the pecple of the State of Hawaii are urged not
to molest, kill, or capture the green sea turtle (Chelonia
species) and are urged not to take, collect, molest, or destroy
any eggs of the green sea turtle; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Department of Land and
Natural Resources is reguested to promulgate rules and regula-
tions pursuant to Chapter 190-3 of the Hawaii Revised Statutas
to limit the sale and taking of the green sea turtle; and

LEE 499-387
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this

Resolution be transmitted to the Chairman of the Board of Land
and Natural Resources,

NN I\i S, Ou

JAN 23 475



%
“I\
-
STAND. COM. REP. NO. ?ﬁf )
Hnnilul ¢ Hawailil
xﬂﬂ-‘r_|d"; ¥ 19?3

Re: H. E. Wo., 1le3b
Hao Dk 72

The Honorable Tadao Beppu
Speaker, House of Representatives
Seventh Lagislature

Regular Session, 1973

Btate of Hawaii

Sip:

Your Committee on Finance to which wag referred H. B. No.
1635, H. D. 1, entitled: "A BILL FMOR AN ACT MAKING APPROPRI-
ATIONS FOR RESEARCH MANAGEMENT STUDIES OF THE POPULATION OF THE
GREFKE SEA TURTLE IM HAWAITIAN WATERS AND STEPS WHICH MAY LEAD TO
THF PRESFRVATION AND INCREASE OF THAT POPULATION.", begs leave
to report as follows:

The purpose of this bill is to appropriate funds to provide
for a research management study of the population of the green
gea turtie in Hawaiian waters and to provide for preliminary
feagibility studies which mav lead to means of (1) halting or
reversing their decline, and (2) raising turtles in captivity
for food.

Your Committes on Parks,; Fish and Game Management, and Water,
Land Use and Development in Stand. Com. Rep. Nos. 371 and 550,
raspactively, have well set forth the problems and plight of the
green sea turtla in their recommendations upon this bill. It can
be concluded therefrom that the decline in their numbers is at-=
tributable to commercial exploitation, and it is apparant that
the threa-ye: -orium against their taking or gelling andé the
imposition o _on8 therefor, included as an amendment to
the bill by the latter Committes, so that their supply can be
datarmined, is really diracted at iphibiting commercialism. While
wa are in agreemant with the spirit of this measure on that bagis,
to the extent that the amendmant also prohibits private taking
for home use, we cannot concur (unless the research management
study discloses that it is warranted). Thus, section 6 ¢f the
bill, as amended, has bean deleted,

The sums appropriated to the department of land and natural
resources are recommended for adjustment: The research management
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Page 2

study in section 2, to %25,000; the feasibility study for in-
creasing population size in section 3, t¢ $5,000; while the
feasibility study on raising turtlas for food in section 4 remain
intact.

Your Committee on Finance is in accord with the intent and
purpose of M. 8, Mo. 1635, H:. D. 1l; as amended herein, and recom-
mends that it pass third reading in the form attached hereto as
Ha B, Mo 1edhs Hy B
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Regpectfully submitted,

£ i<

K K. 5UWA, Chai
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STATE OF HaWall

MAEING APPROPRIATIONE PFOR RESEARCH MANAGEMENWT STUDIES OF THE
POPULATION OF THE GREEN SEA TURTLE IW HAWAILAN WATERS
AMD STEPS WHICH MAY LEAD TO THE PRESERVATION AND INCREASE
GF THAT POPULATICGN.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE S5TATE OF HAWAIL

SECTION 1. The legislature finds that the graean sea turile
{Chelonia specias) populations are declining and that such decline
is a matter worthy of this body's concern and of efforts to study
tha causes of and to halt said decline and if possible, reverse it.
The purposes of this Act are to provide for a research menagement
study of the populaticon of the green sea turtla in Hawaiian waters
and to provida for preliminary feasibility studies which may lead
to means of halting or reversing the decline of the populations
while still supplying the appetites of the paople of tha Stata of
Hawaili and the wisitor industry.

SECTION 2. There is appropriated out of the general revenues
of the State of Hawaiili tha sum of £25,000, or so much tharsaof as
may be necessary, for a research management study of the population
of the green sea turtle in Hawaiian waters. The study shall include
an inventory of the green sea turtle peopulation and a program to

insure the presearvation of the green sea turtle iIn Hawalian waters.

HEIN 277 386
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SECTION 3. There is appropriated ocut of the general revenues
of the State of Hawaili a sum of $5,000, or so much thereof as may
be necessary, for a preliminary feasibility study of the possibili-
ties of increasing the size of the population by locating and
randaring protection &gainst man and othar predators to the nest-
ing beaches or implementing hatcheries or such other means of
ilncreasing the size of the population as may ba learned.

SECTION 4. There is appropriated cut of the general revenues
of the State of Hawail a sum of §5,000, or so much thereocf &s may
be necessary, for a preliminary feasibility study of the possibility
of encouraging an industry comprised of commercial ventures which
by raising turtles in captivity for food would supply the appetites
of the people of the State of Hawaii and the visitor industry
thereby relieving the existing natural indigeneous green sea turtle
of the pressures of predations against it for this purposa.

SECTION 5. The sums appropriated shall be expended by the
department of land and natural resources for the purposes of this
Rot,

SECTION 6. This Act shall take effact upen its approval.

HrIim 277 387



STAND. COM. REP. m._&o

Hnnglulu, Hawaii
M'IL_..A—r 1973

RE: H. B. Ho. 1635
H. D, L

The Honorable Tadao Beppu
Speaker, House of Representatives
Seventh Legislature

Regular Sesasion, 1973

State of Hawaii

Bir:

Your Committee on Water, Land Use and Development to which was
referred H. B. No. 1635 entitled: "A BILL FOR AN ACT MAKING APPRO-
PRIATIONS FOR RESEARCH MANAGEMENT STUDIES ﬁF THE POFPULATION OF THE
GREEN SEA TURTLE IN HAWAIIAN WATERS AND STEPS WHICH MAY LEAD TO THE
PRESERVATION AND INCREASE OF THAT POPULATICN", begs leave to report
as followsa:

The purpose of this bill is to appropriate 565,000 to provide
for a research management study of the population of the green sea
turtle in Hawaiian waters and to provide for preliminatry feasibility
studies which may lead to means of halting or reversing the decline
of these valuable and threatened animals,

Hawail State Fish and Game Division records show that the
commercial exploitation of these salt water reptiles has increased
drastically over the past nine years. A low of 380 pounds of sea
turtle was reported taken in 1963 while a record high of 25,583
pounds was reported for 1972. A large portion of this commercial
catch now enters the tourist industry to be sold as turtle steaks,
thus increases in exploitation can be expected to continue so0 long
ags our visitors create a demand. Since turtles that are captured
but not sold for profit need not be reported to the Fish and Game
Division, it is unknown how many animals are taken each year just
for home use.

The potential of the green sea turtle a=s an important food item
is known, Unfortunately, little is known! about the supply. There-
fore, your Committee has amended thia bill to provide a three-year
moratorium on the taking and selling of the green sea turtle while
the studies are being made and the supply determined. The amenduent
is contained in Section & of the bill and reads: "No person shall
take green turtles or egge for private or for commercial use for a
pericd of three years beginning with the effective date of this Act.
Any person violating the provisions of this section shall be fined
not less than $25 nor more than 5200, or imprisoned nor more than
fifty daya, or both". The previous section 6 of the bill dealing
with the effective date is appropriately renumbered as section 7.
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Your Committee on Water, Land Use and Development is in accord
with the intent and purpose of H. B. No. 1635 as amended herein, and
recommends that it be referred to the Committee on Finance in the
form attached hereto as H. B, No. 1635, H, D. 1.

Respectfully submitted,

PETER A. ADUJA, Membel

RH@ B M;% Member DAMIEL J.
\-_
émm 1 FEDEIRCJ . r JEAH ; Me i
P ;

e

OLIVER LUNASCO, Member
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b BILL FOR AN AL

MAEKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR RESEARCH MANAGEMENT STUDIES OF THE
POPULATION OF THE GREEN SEA TURTLE IN HAWAIIAN WATERS
AND STEPS WHICH MAY LEAD TO THE PRESERVATION AND INCREASE
OF THAT POPULATION.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWATT:

SECTION 1. The legislature finds that the green sea turtle
{Chelonia species) populations are declining and that such decline
is a matter worthy of this body's concern and of efforts to study
the causes of and to halt said decline and if possible, reverse it.
The purposes of this Act are to provide for a research management
study of the population of the green sea turtle in Hawaiian waters
and to provide for preliminary feasibility studies which may lead
to means of halting or reversing the decline of the populations
while still supplying the appetites of the people of the State of
Hawaii and the visitor industry.

SECTION 2. There is appropriated out of the general revenues
of the State of Hawaii the sum of $50,000, or so much thereof as
may be necessary, for a research management study of the population
of the green sea turtle in Hawaiian watera. The study shall include
an inventory of the green sea turtle population and a program to
insure the preservation of the green sea turtle in Hawaiian waters.

SECTION 3. There is appropriated out of the general revenues
of the State of Hawaii a sum of 510,000, or so much thereof as may

be necessary, for a preliminary feasibility study of the possibili-
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ties of increasing the size of the population by locating and
rendering protection against man and other predators to the nest-
ing beaches or implementing hatcheries or such other means of
increasing the size of the population as may be learned.

SECTION 4. There is appropriated out of the general revenues
of the State of Hawaii a sum of 55,000, or so much thereof as may
be necessary, for a preliminary feasibility study of the possibility
of encouraging an industry comprised of commercial ventures which
by raising turtles in captivity for food would supply the appetites
of the people of the State of Hawaii and the visitor industry
thereby relieving the existing natural indigeneocus green sea turtle
of the pressures of predations against it for this purpose.

SECTION 5. The sums appropriatedshall be expended by the
Department of Land and Natural Resocurces for the purposes of this
Act.

SECTION 6. Chapter 188, Hawail Revised Statutes, is amended
by adding a new section to be appropriately numbered and to read as
follows:

"S8ac. 188-_ . Green Sea Turtles. No perscon shall take or
sell green sea turtles or eggs for private or for commercial use
for a pericd of three years beginning with the effective date of
this Act. Any person vioclating the provisions of this section shall
be fined not less than 525 nor more than 5200, or imprisoned not
more than fifty days, or both."

SECTION 7. This Act shall take effect upon its approval.
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10: Other Members of Animal Species Advisory Commigsion
FROM: Frank J. Radovsky
SUBJECT: Proposed Protection for Marine Turtles, drafted and ferwarded by

George M, Balazs.

The subject propesal and the status report on marine turtles by Mr, Balazs
were malled Lo each of us with Mr. Endrizal's memorandum of January B. The
"Proposed Green Sea Turtle Repulation" is on the agenda for the meeting of
January 12, .

I felt that the legislation proposed by Mr., Balazs would not adequately
protect the turtles. In particular, the additon of some control on commercial
use of turtles scems essential for an effective law. Mr. Balars indicated to me
that his proposal was strongly compromised in his expectation that it would find
grealer acceptance. He agreed that it would be desirable to have broader controls,

We have prepared the enclosed gmended version of his propesal for comsideration
by the Commission.

Sincerely yours,

Foruinkif VLYW -

gl

Frank J. Radoveky, Member
Animal Species Advisory Commission

Enclosure

cc: George H., Balazs

Janwary 10, 1973



January 18, 1973

Hr. Michio Takata, Director
Ddvision of Fish and Game
1179 Punchbowl Street
Hopnolulu, Hawaii 96813

Daar Mr. Takata:

1 would like to initiate a computer research study using the data that the
Division of Fish and Game has on file pertaining to the capture of marine
turtles in Hawaii. Although the student help that I have available for
such work is limited, I would nevertheless like to start this study at

the present tims. Mr. Randy Chou, who works part-time for me,; has made
initial contact with Mr. Shimizu of your Division concerning this subject.
It was indicated that your diredt approval would be mecessary in the matter.

In practical terms, this project would involve the transfer of data, such as
monthly catch, area taken, method used, etec., to IBM punch cards. A program
is now being devised that will be capable of retrieving such data in the
most useable form. As you may be aware, the Hawaii Institute of Marine
Biology has several advanced computer systems.

Idesally, several months of records could ba transported to Coconut Island
at one time for direct tramsfer of turtle data to cards using our key punch
unit. A less desirable method would be for Mr. Chou te transcribe data by
hand at your office and then enter the material on cards at HIMB, The final
decision on how this will ba accomplished will, of course, be entirely up

Eo you.
I would greatly appreciate your assistance in this matter in the near future.

Sincerely,

George H. Balazs
Animal Mutritiondsk

ee: J. E. Bardach
+E. Ross
K. Chou



FROFOSED RESEARCH STUDY OF MARTNE TURTLE POPULATIONS

IN THE HAWATITAN ISLANDS

BY: George H. Balazs i
Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology

In conjunction with the proposed protective limitations on the capture of
marine turtles within the State, it is hereby requested that 345,000 in
funds be provided for a 3 year research study dealing with the management

of marine turtle populations in the Hawaiian Islands. Such an investigation
of this Central Pacific colony is particularly ecritical at this time due to
the fact that overexploitation of marine turtle resources is widespread
throughout the world. This makes it imperative that as much knowledge as
possible be obtained on Hawaii's turtles to determine whether or not addi-
tional protection is necessary to ensure their continued vigbility and exis-
tence. Hawaii's green turtle population may very well comprise the largest
remaining neating colony left in the United States.

The initial objectives of the proposed study are:

1125 To determine the present size of the green turtle population. Included
would be the collection of much needed additional data on migration, nesting
oceurrence both within and between seasons, and length-weight frequencies of
individuals. This would be accomplished by implementing an intensive tagging
program at several selected nesting sites in the Hawaiian Islands Mational
Wildlife Refuge. BSuch a project would be carried ocut in close cooperation

with the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife to ensure that adequate safe-
guards are taken against disturbing other delicate wildlife present in the area.

2 To investigate the movement of adult and sub-adult populations between
the various feeding areas found around the major islands. This would invelve
the capture, tagging and subsequent recapture of individuals in the grazing
habitats. Assistance from the Division of Fish and Game and the National
Marine Fisheries Service would greatly expedite this phase of the project.

i 8 To determine which types of algae and in what proportions are utilized
as food. This would be accomplished by the systematic examination of stomach
contents from turtles caught by commercial fishermen.

&. To devise and implement & computer program study which will statistically
analyze all records relating to turtle catch that are presently on file at
the Division of Fish and Game.

The expertise, personnel; facilities and Equiﬂtment to direct and carry out
these objectives exists within the framework of the Hawaii Institute of Marine
Biology. The project would thus represent a teamwork effort on the part of
Hawaii's scientific community to study a valuable indigenous resource.



PROPOSED PROTECTION FOR MARINE TURTLES

PREFARED BY: George H. Balazs

Becognizing the fact that title to all wildlife belongs to the State in
its soveraign capacity, and that the State holds this title in trust for
the people of Hawaii, and that the State has a right and an obligation
to protect, perpetuate and control wildlife within its boundaries, the
following bill for an act relating to the protection of marine turtles is
hereby proposed:

l. It shall be unlawful for any person to take, sell, kill, possess,
mutilate or in any way disturb any Leatherback (Dermochelya sp.) or
Hawksbill (Eretmochelys sp.) in or from the territorial waters of the
State of Hawall.

2. It shall be unlawful for any person to take, sell, kill, possess,
muftilate or in any way disturb any green turtle (Chelonia sp.) in or
from the territorial waters of the State of Hawaii which surround the
Hawaiian Islands Mational Wildlife Refuge.

3. It ghall be unlawful for any person to take, sell, kill, possass,
muftilate or in any way disturb any green turtle in or from the territorial
waters of the State of Hawaii which surround the major islands (Hawaii,
Maui, Kahoolawe, Lanai; Molokai, Oahu, Kavai and Niihau) excepting green
turtles having a straight line carapace measurement of more than
thirty-four (34) inchas.

4. It shall be unlawful for any live marine turtle to be held in
capbivity or transported within or across the boundaries of the State
except by special permit which will be granted by the Division of Fish
and Game only for educational or scientific purposes. The number of
animals held for such purposes by any one person or institution shall
not exceed that as deemed reasonable, prudent and necessary by the
Division of Fish and Game.

5- Any officer or agent suthorized by the Division of Fish and Game
ghall have authority to execute any warrant to search for and seize

any animal or animal product held in violation of sections 1, 2, 3 or

4 of this act. BSuch material shall be held pending proceedings in any
court of proper jurisdiction. Upon the conwviction of any person charged
with a violation of sectiom 1, 2, 3 or &4 of this act the animal or
animal product seized shall be forfeited and either released, offered

to a recognized institution for scientifiec or educatiomal purposes,

or destroved.

B. Any person convicted of violating any section of this aet shall be
fined not more than $500 or imprisocned not more than 6 months or both.



January, 1973

I have recently received the followlng additional information concerning

marine turtles:

C}D!I.I‘Q:JEHI'IQ"

In October of 1971 the State of California enacted 5.B. 1614. This bill
states that'it is unlawful to import into the state for commercial purposes,
to possess with Intent to sell, or to sell within the state, the dead

body or any part or product thereof, of any ----sea turtle'( in addition,

21 other animals are listed).

Eﬁ?ubhc 6L 4

In June of ?J;Ttﬁiyggfig;ing fisheries administrative order ( No. 88)
went into effect: " It shall be unlawful for any person, association or
corporation to catch or kill marine turtles or gather turtle eggs or turtle
shells in any place in the Philippines, more particularly in the Turtle
Islands for a period of five (5) years from the approval of this Order."
Section 3 makes exemptions for sclentific, educational or propagation
purposes by permit only.

Since 1967 jurisdiction over marine turtles has been transferred to

the Parks and Wildlife Office. I am in the process of finding out what
regulations are presently in effect since the 1967 order would have

expired in 1972. /@&r?ﬂ Yz azﬁtﬂ;

George H. Balazs



PROPOSED PROTECTION FOR MARINE TURTLES

PREPARED BY: George H. Bala=zs

L.

Complete protection shall be provided for Leatherback (Dermochelys sp.)
and Hawksbill (Eretmochelys sp.) turtles im all territorial waters
of the State of Hawaii.

Justification: Leatherbacks are of little economic value and are
rarely seen in Hawaiian waters. Encroachment by man on the
few known nesting sites in the world necessitates protection
by all gpovermnments before excessive reduction inm numbers occcurs.
Hawksbills are officially recognized by the federal government
as an endangered species. HNo Hawksbill or products derived
from the Hawksbill may be imported into the United States.
Recognition of the fact that these animals are threatened
with extinction should be given by the State of Hawaii in the
form of complete protection.

Complete protection shall be provided for all green turtles

(Chelonia sp.) within the territorial waters of the Hawaiian Islands
Wildlife Refuge.

Justification; Federal protection of thiszs animal does not
extend to the navigatable territorial waters surrounding
the reefs and islands in this area. Breeding of marine
turtles occurs offshore, sometimes as far out as 172 mile.
During this time animals are very susceptible to predation
by man. Because the Wildlife Rafuge is the largest green
turtle nesting area left in the United States, protection
by the State should be afforded to these animals.

Protection shall be provided for green turtles (Chelonia sp.) under
thirty-four (34) inches straight line carapace length within the
territorial waters surrounding the main Hawaiian Islands.

Justification: OGreen turtles are recognized as the world's
most valuable reptile owing to the many useful products
obtained from their carcass. For this reason overexpleoitation
of the resource has occured in most areas of the world. Re-
gearch has shown that this migratory animal is slow to recover
from such abuses by man. The realization by governments that
green turtle numbers are fast declining has led to passage of
protective restrictions. Many areas have afforded total pro-
tection for green turtles. A size limitation on these animals
at this time would assist juveniles in the Hawaiian population
in reaching reproductive age. This would ensure a future
breeding stock. In addition, the taking of small animals is
unsportsmanlike and wasteful in terms of potential edible
protein.
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Regtrictions on the holding and transport of live marine turtles.
Special permit will be granted only for educational or scientific
purposes.

Justification: Transporting live turtles for commercial purposes
is often inhumane and a cause of undue suffering by a
creature of the wild. Educational and scientifiec purposes
are the only legitimate reasons for holding marine turtles
in captivity since as many animals as possible should
remain in the natural environment and be free to breed
and reproduce.



FROPOSED PROTECTION FOR MARTNE TURTLES

Prepared by George H. Balazs and emended by Gecrge H. Balazs and Frank J, Radovsky

Recognizing the fact that title te all wildlife belongs to the State in its
govereipn capacity, and that the State holds this title in trust for the people

of Hawaii, and that the State has a right and an obligation to protect, perpetuate
and control wildlife within its boundaries, the following bill for an act relating
to the protection of marine turtles is hereby proposed:

1. It shall be unlawful for any person to take, kill, possess, mutilate or in
any way disturb any Leatherback (Dermochelys sp.) or Hawksbill (Eretmochelys sp.)
in or from the territorial waters of the State of Hawail, except as specified in
gection 7 of this act,

24 It shall be unlawful for any person to take, kill, possess, mutilate or in
any way disturb any green turtle (Chelonia sp.) in or from the territorial waters
of the State of Hawaii which surround the Hawaiian Islands National Wildlife Refuge,
except ap specified in section 7 of this act,

3. It ghall be unlawful for any person to take, kill, possess, mutlilate or In

any way disturb any green turtle inm or from the territorial waters of the State

of Hawall which surround the major islands (Hawaii, Maui, EKahoolawe, Lanal, Molokai,
Oahu, Kauai and Riihau) for purpose of resale,

Oy It shall be unlawful for any person to import any marine turtle or part thereof
into the State of Hawali for purpose of resale.

5, It shall be wunlawful to sell any marine turtle or part thereof, including
the sale or serving of turtle-derived food products in restmurants or markels or
elgevhere. (Green turtles may be used as food, without sale, when legally taken
as outlined in sectiom 6 of this act).

6. It shall be unlawful for any person to take, kill, possess, mutilate or in

any way disturb any preen turtle in or from the territorial waters of the State

of Hawaii which surround the major islands, cxcepting green turtles having a straight
line carapace measuremcnt of more than thirty-four (34) inches that are taken

under permit from the Division of Fish and Game, tagged, and reported to the Diwvi-
gion within a time to be specified, or except as specified in sectlon 7 of this act.

7. It ghall be unlawful for any live marioe turtle Lo be captured or held in
captivity or transported within or aecross the boundaries of the Statc except by
special permit which will be pranted by the Division of Fish and Game only for
educational or scientlfic purpeses. The number of animals held for such purposes
by any one person or institution shall neot exceed that as decmed reasonable, pru-
dent and necessary by the Division of Fish and Game.

8. Any officer or apent authorized by the Division of Fish and Game shall have
authority to execute any warrant to gearch for and seize any animal or animal pre-
duct held in viclationw of sections 1 through ¥ of this act, Such materisl shall
be held pending proccedings in any court of proper jurisdiction. Upon the convic-
tion of any person charged with a violation of section 1 through 7 of thie act the
animal or animal product seized shall be forfeited and either released, offered to
a recognized institution for scientific or educational purposes, or destroyed.

9. Any pergson convicted of violating any section of this act shall be fined not
more than $500 or imprisoned not more than 6 months or both.
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December 7, 1972

Buresu of Sport Fisheries gnd Wildlife
337 Uluniu Strest
Kailua, Hawaii 96734

Attention: Mr. Eridler

Dear Mr. Kridler:

Enclosed are copies of some of the existing restriction on the
taking of marine turtles which I heve thus far been able to
complile, Hope they will be of use to vyou.

After discussion with the director of HIME, I feel that I am im
a position to be able to submit a project proposal to your
bureau dealing with an in-depth study of the nesting population
at French Frigete Shoals. By this I mean 8 concentreted effort
for a 3=4 week period on one of the small islandas. With your
cooperation 1 would visuslize & team of two to three qualified
and conscientious researchers spending the entire period
recording and tegging all females that come ashore. The pext
seggon is still far enough awey to permit gll necessary plans
to be made.

I would greatly appreciate your thoughts on this subject before
I prepare & final dreft of the proposal.

Sinceralys

George H. Balazs
Jr. Harina Bleologist

mk

Enclosure



FROM: SOUTH PACIFIC 1SLANDS - MARINE TURTLE RESOURCES

A report prepared for the Fisheries Development Agency Project by
H. F. Hirth, Marine Biology (Turtles) Consultant.

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Hations

Reccmmendations (from pages & & 5) for State of Hawaii

The sale of stuffed marine turtles of all sizes should be prohibited
and turtle meat and zoup eliminated in hotels and rastaurants.

an in-depth study should be made on ome or several of the nesting
atolls in the Hawailian Leewards, during the peak nesting season.
Special emphasis should be placed on the numbers nesting (i.e. after
two weeks the tagged ones should be returning). The Hawalian

Leewards are probably the biggest green turtle rockeries in the
UInited States.

A tagging project should be started on the feeding areas off Maui
to determine whether immature individuals remain there throughout
the year and if adults remigrate to the Leewards for breeding.
Stomachs of individuals caught by local fishermen should alse be
analysed (Mr. Daniels could do all this if necessary financial
support is given).

Cooperation between personnel in the United States Fish and Game
Department and that of the United States Sport Fisheries and
Wildlife, Hawaii Branch, is essential on matters concerning
turtles, since the green turtles nesting in the Hawsiian Leewards
{under the jurisdiction of the latter) may well be the same
individuals feeding of the main Hawaiian Islands (under the juris-
diction of the former).




o 8 by the Chief of Fisheries servicés.

— T B
Repulations regarding the Eishing of sea turtles {Chelonia myda8) in the territery e

af Trench Polynesia,
In the Session of Dec. 23, 1971.

Articls 1. Fishing of sea turtles whose shell is less than 65 cm long at the
longest axis is probibited in 21l of the Territory of French Polunesia.

Artiele 2. ﬂgnd capture of turctles smallar than regulation size is prohibiced
from Nov., 1 to January 31. +

Article 3. Capture at sea of turtles smsller than regulation size is g prohibited
from June 1 te January 31.

Article &. Zones of concentration lof turtles are made available for flshinﬁ
subject to a qusta for each zone fixed by decree taken in Governmnet counecil

Prap
Article 5. Holding &f live twrtles for periods over 10 days is authorizeds only
in ponds where adequate protection from sunlight has been provided. ;

‘KEEININKE.Live turtles being Eransported must be protected from the sun, and must

not be subject mto unnecessary suffering.
Article 6. jbnd collaction of mature turtle eggs is prohibited.
Article 7. Special permits regarding capture of turtdes of all sizews and tnllnctinﬁ;'

of maturs eggs may be cbtained from the Chief of. Fisherges for the purpose of
scientif ic research.

Article 8. Slaughter of turtles must be done under sanitary conditions (without flies,

dust or materiels that areeither pollutants or infectious).
Article 9. Sale of sea turtles is prohibited in all of French FPolynesia.-

Article 10.n Punishments - ' g
Violators will be punished according to decree No. 2792/AA of Qct, 24, 1968 for

the 5th category of infraction : | ; '

a) whoever collects mature eggs on land and

biwhoever sells whole turtles or turtle meat without suthorization.

fth eategory for whoever !
a) has fished turtles of less than regulation gsiza during the fishing sesason
b) whoever has captured females on land prior to their having laid their aggs

Jrd Category-- whoever ; '
a) captures turtles st timesa other than the lawful period

“9nd

Category :
a) whoever goes agalnst any other obligations set by this resolution

| LIBRARY OF
. GEORSE . BAATS

¥4 .
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Current regulations regarding the harvesting of green turtles and their WEEs

Lacatign

Hegulation

Eswaiisn Leswards

Midway Taland

~Tromt Tarritory of
tha Pacific

Kingdom of Tonga

Fiji Islends

foee Atoll,
American Samop

French Guiana

Trinidad and
Tobago

Ascansion Inland

Britioh Indisn
Oooan Tarritory
and Sqyohalles
Inlanda

Focifie Doean and sdjncent aress
corplete proteation for all mecios turtles and
(Anom, 1968b; Hemdricksem, 1969; Layoveck, 1970}.
protection for turiles less than 50 om in carapsce length.

full pretection for furtles and eggs on shore; and in the water for turtles
with carapace length leds tkan &1 em (Wilsen, 1969).

following rogulations now wniting spproval by Gowersment: completa

protestion for ogge abd for turtles with carapacs length mere than 87.5 caj
protecilon for all turtles of all sizes frem 1 November to 28 Febroary; ban on
the pale or export of any iurtle shall greater than 87.5 omp complete protec—
ticn for the lesiherback of ell sizes at mll +imss,

same reguletions as for Tongs, awaiting Ooversmest approval.
complete promotion for turtles and egge,

copplete protoctim for nesting turtles; Oovernmemt sonirolag harvesting of
aggs (mbowt one million annually); Hareh io closed maason far in Babah
(Harrisson 1950-1969; Hendrickeon, 1358; de Silvs, 1968, 15698),

full protecticn for all marine turtles and egge (Dustard, 1969d).

Atlantic Ocean sod ed jacert arsas

full proteotion for egge; permlt required to taks turtles durlng opeil BsbEan;
on Pacifie const clooed Bessan gpemerally extends. from 1 Jooe throogh 31 Dotobery
on Gulf coaat closed ssason extends from 1 May through 31 Auvgmet,

adults and 2gge fully protected om nesting besches; mod protection for turtles
within 4.8 Im of neating beaches (nzt harpocmars can oparato bayend this limit}e

full protection for the gresn turtle (Myers, 1970).

somplete protection for nesting turtles and agge on some of the mi jor nosting
teaches (Bee taxt).

proteciion for adulis and egge during May, Jume, July (Anon 19854
Pritchard, 1969).

proteciion for turtles and aggs from 1 June througk 30 September.
full protection for turtles and egge,

Indinn Ooean and adjacent areas
sonplete protection for turtles cod epge (but see teck).




2 Wil ke ond Mavine Beseucess Deple
Code § 28-801; 1942 Code § 3396; 1932 Code § 3396; 1924 (33) 1016;
.1959 (51) 439.)

- § 28-802, Minimum size of terrapin—The taking, detenticn, pozszession,
. purchase or sale of terrapin less than five inches in length measured on
- the medial line of the bottom of the shell shall be unlawful. (1952 Code
' EEE—EEEI 1942 Code § 8397 ; 1932 Code § 3397 1924 (33) 1016; 1925 (34)
235; 1969 (5) 439.)

§ 26.903. Evidence from possession, ete.—The possession of terrapin
of Jess than lawful size or during the closed ssazon or the possession of a
terrapin without having faken cut & dealer’s licenss shall be deemed prima
facie evidence of guilt within the county where found in such possession
and shell cast the onus of explaining such possession upon the possessor.
Eut this section shall not apply to terrapin in possession of regular licensed
terrapin farma. (1952 Code § 28-903; 1942 Code § 5388: 1932 Code 5
J398; 1924 (33) 1016; 1925 (B4) 225; 1959 (51) 439.)

§ 28-804. Terrapin illegally taken to be returned to water Al terrs-
pin taken in this State in violation of any of the provisions of the Coastal
Fisheries Laws shall be contraband, and in addition to such peralty as is
provided in this chapter for the perzon violating such provisions, the terra-
pin shall be returned to the public watera. (1952 Code § 28-904: 1942
Code § 3802; 1932 Code § 3392 1924 (33) 1016: 1959 (61) 439.)

TWe== § 28-905. Destruction or offering for sale of sea turtles or sea turtle

-~ eggs—It shall be unlawful for any person to kill or offer for sale any sea
- turtle or to offer for sale, sell or destroy any sea turtle eggs. (1952 Code
- §28-8305 1942 Code § 3416; 1935 (39) 251; 1959 (51) 438.)

§ 28-906. Penaliles—Any person convicted of violation of the provi-
eions of this article shall be punished as provided in § 28-7T61. (1959 (51)
439.)

JAT/par

CHARLES M. BEARDEM
CHIEF OF MARINE COMSERVAY
MARHAGEMENT AND SERVICES
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SMALL GAME AND VARMINTS Firearms for hunting
mmall game and onon-game species sholl ba limited to shot-
guns with Mo, 4 shot or smalber, .22 rimfire rifles, center fire
rifles with bore diameeee of 225 oc smaller, all caliber pishols,
muzzle loxding firearnms and koag bows,

When hunting game birds or amimals, sholtguns must be
pluggzed po limdt them o a capacity of nol mors than three (3)
shellz in the magozine and chamber combined. The plug mus:
be a ope-piecs metal o wooden plag, incapable of being re-
moved through the koading end of the magarine.

BOWS/ARCHERY Long bows for the purpose of wmking
deer and turkey shall be legal during the repalar hunti
seasna amd must have o minimum recognized puell urdl}munlz
at 15 inches. Arrows must he brosdhend type with & minbmums
width of T/8 inches.

FIREARMS ON ARCHERY HUNTS [t shall be ilkegal for
amy archery humter to have in his possession any vpe of fire:
arm while hunting with bow and arrew during archery seasan,
Bows may be ased during the regolar firearms deer seasan,
bt humiers must abide by firearms bag limics.

The wse of cross bows of compound bows for the bunting
of gami within this State s prokibived, except w1 otberwise

specifically provided.

AEGULATED AREAS

CLOSED AREAS Al counties or paris of counties nog
. specifically opened by law or regulation are closed o the
taking of gems birds and game animals.

Counties list=d as being open for honting do not inelude
thoss portions of the county or counties lying within gamE
management areas, axcept when soch monagement arsas re
" specificadly open.

STATE AND FEDERAL FARKS Huonting on ar the :
sion of fircarms on nmy Stare or Federal Pagk & ek
prohikiced,

GAME MANAGENENT AREAS Al managemant
arens are ¢losed o the taking of any wildiife axcepr during
speciol sEasons.

The pessession of {lnearms or bows within any game manags-
ment aren shall be prohitiied sxcepr o5 otherwise provided by
fow oF regalstion.

The transporiacion of loaded ficearms in o0 upon motor
mﬁﬁ wiihin public game monapement arsas is bBeceby

red,

For more informatbon on the um seledule and regulations
Eﬁl:ﬂng 1o Wildlite Management Asoas, comsult “Geargia

dlife Monppement Arga Regulations 197273 elswhers
in this booklet,

FEDERAL AREAS Regulations on Pledmont Mational and
Bisckbenrd lsland Matlonal Widdlife Refuges are establshed
with the fedesal government and will e available from the
%gl-:uu] Director, Bureau of Spon Fisherses amd Wildlife,

Peschiree and Seventh Siresr, Allants, Georgia 523
Regulations on Fort Stewart will be sl by Seplember and will
be-;'.ru.iiﬁb.lt [romm the Provost Marshal, Foce Stewart, (reprgin
1314,

WILDLIFE REGULATIONS

GAME ANIMALS ‘The [ollowing animals are hershy pro-
claimed and doclared to be game animals aod are proceceed

Georgio. - Degth o€ HM\ Reseurees

extept during the specified open hunting seasons: all members
af the family H-'-'J'gnwah':fnv aid Croceddylidor, Bear, Deer,
Opomum. Rabhit, Rocogon, Sen Tartles and their eges, aod
squirrel. [260-2-.16 Amended]

GAME BIRDS The following birds are hereby proclaimed
amd deciared to be gume birds and are profecied except during
specified open hunting sessoms: Turkey, Quatl, Gronse, Doves,
Hybrid Phemants (Phavfarur cofehicns fefirckenis), Duck,
Geesz, Brant, Rails, Red Jurbgle Fowl, Gallinules, Coots,
Woodeock, and Swipe., (260217}

FUR BEARING ANIMALS The following amimals are
hereby proclaimed and deciored 1o be fur beardng animals
amdl are protecied o3 during specified open irapping s=o-
sans: Mink, Criter, Muskenr, Shunk and Wenss].

[260-2- 18 Amendsd)

= TOTALLY PROTECTED SPECIES Thase species of wild-

life which are iotally protected and may acs be taken st any
time, by any means, except as specificnlly provided, incluse:
all members of the family Alpetordae and Croeadpfidos,
Bears, Cougar (Felis concolor), ol birds of the order Baprores
(Hawks and Eaglest, and Sea Turtes and their eges,

1 250-2-. 19 Amended)

LNPROTECTED SPECIES Those species of wildlife
which are mnprotected and may be taken of any time inclsde:
Armadillos, Etmr. Bobeat, Coyotes, Fox, English Sparrows
ard Starlings. (260-2- 20 Amended)

POSSESSION, SALE OR TRANSPORTATION OF
ALLIGATORS AND THEIR HIDES Mo persan shall
huil-u sell ar postess any untanned hide of skin from an
andmnl of the family Alifpatorides and Crocodylidas
wrthin this State, whether or nog such hide or skin was
taken within this state or elsewbare. All such hides and
sking are declared to be comtraband and shall be seized
and disposed of as directed by the Commissionar.

Mo members of the family Alifgatorides or Croce
dpfidoe shall be truns Imbo: this Seaee froem any
place in which the taking of such spécies = prohibited,
All such species are bereby declared 10 be contraband
and shall be seized and disposed of as directed by the
Commissioner, Any person found in possession of such
species shall be gully of 8 misdemeanor and punished
s prevvicled by baw, (3602221 Amendead)

MPORTATION OF WILDLIFE _ﬁ,n}l persoa, firm ar cor-
poration desiring to import any e wildlife indo this State
fram lﬂ%_pﬂl[ watdide this Stute must first file with the Depart-
ment of Matural Besources, Game and Fish Division an appli-
caifon o import sech wildisfe, Wildlife that the Department
approves for fmportation into this Siate shall fire be ceril-
fied by the U, 5, Depanment of Public Health os being disssse
and parasite free, The wildlife must then be held in q‘uunn,li.ni:
for at least twenty (207 days. At the end of this period, wild-
lite shatl be indpacted by o wikdlife binkogist from the 'Dn:.pan-
meat of Matural Besoarces, Game nmd Fish Disision vwhse shall
ditsrmine the health and wall h:in]; of the wildbife ar chat time.
If such wildlife are not deemed an undesirble species, & hold-
ing permit will be issuwed after the shove requirements ars met.
Mo wildlife shall be imported jnte this Sizte by any peTacn.
Tirm, or corporation for releass imtn the wild,

[ 260-3-.22 Amended) :
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CHAPTER 71-145
GENERAL ACTS 1971

AN ACT relating to marine turiles; amending §370.12(1}(h),
Florida Statutes, a3 amended by chapter T0-357, Laws of Flori-
da; providing more spacific regulations concerning The possess-
Ing or taking of green turtles; redefining the area in which
the taking or posessing of other marine turties is prohibited;

deleting provision for permits to capture turtles; providing
penalties; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida;

Section 1. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section 370.12,
Florida B3tatutes, as amended by chapter 70-357, Laws of
Florida, is amended to read:

{(Substontial rewerding of peragraph. See §870.12(1)(D),
F. 8., 1970 Supplement, for present fext.)

970.12  Marine animals; regulation.—
{1) PROTECTION OF MARINE TURTLES, NESTS AND

| EGGS: PENALTY —

(b) 1. It is unlawful for any person to talke, kill, possess,
mutilate, or in-any way destroy any loggerhead, trunkback,
leatherbucle, hawksbill, or ridley, or fake or possess any part
thereof, while such turtle is on the beaches, sand dunes, or
territorial waters of the east coast of Florida from the
Georgia line through and including Dade County, during the
months of May, June, July, and August.

2. It is unlawful for any person at any time to take, Kill,
possess, mutilate, or in any way destroy any green turtle, or
take or possess any part thereof, while such turtle iz on the
beaches, sand dunes, or territorial waters of tha east coast of
Florida from the Georgia line through and ineluding Dade
County.

8. It is unlawful for any person to take, kill, possess, muti-
late, or in any way destroy any turtle, or take or Poszess any
part thereof, while such turtla is on the besches or sand dunes
of the west coast of Florida between the Monroe-Collisr County
line and the western boundary of the atate, excepting turtles in
the territorial wators thereof, having a carapace mepsurement
of more than twenty-zix (26) inches,

(e) Notwithstanding the other provisions of this section, it is
unlawful to capture at anytime any nursing female mamma-

lian dolphin or her calf, or both.

{(f} A conviction for a violation of this subsection shall be
punishable by a fins of not more than five hundred dollars
{($500) or imprisonment for not more than six (8) montha, or by

both such fine and imprisonment.
Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law.
Approved by the Governor June 10, 1971.
Filed in Office SBecretary of State June 10, 1971,
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Conneclicut - I}Eg&- of Envirow mermtal Pro tE"-‘-‘l'lnn

FEBEIC T RER—Ro—IO07

AN ACT PROHIBITING THE SALE QF CERTAIN WILD ANIMALS AND WILD ANIMAL PRODUCTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly conveneds

Section l. WNeither any part of the skin or bedy, whether raw or manu-
factured, of the following species of wild animals nor the animal itself
may be sold or offered for sale by any individoal, firm, corporation, asso—
ciation or partnership within the state of Connacticut after the effective
date of this act: Leopard (Panthera pardus), Snow Leopard (Uncia uncia},
Clouded Lecpard (Neofelis nebulcsa), Tiger (Panthara tigres), Cheetah
(Roinoyx jubatus), Rlligator, Gavial, Caiman or Crocodile of the Order
Crocodylia, Vicuna {Vicugna vicugna), Red Wolf (Canis niger), Polar Bear
(Thalarctos maritimus), Atlentic Hawkbill Turtla (Eretmachelys imbricata),
Heuntain Licn, sometimes called Cougar (Felis concolar), Jaguar (Panthera
onea), Ocelot (Felis pardalis), or Margay (Pelis wiedii).

Sec, 2. Any person who viclates section 1 of this act shall be Fined
not more than one thousand dollars for each day of violation. _

al-tire Sec., 3. BAny officer or agent authorized by the state board of fisheries
and game or any state police officer or any police officer of any town shall
have authority to executs any warrant to search for and seize any goods,
merchandise or wild animal sold or offered for sale in violation of sectien
1 of this act or any property or item used in comnection with a violation
of sald section. Such goods, merchandise, wild animal or proparty shall he
hald pending procesdings in any eourt of proper jurisdiction., Upon the con-
viction of any person charged with a violation of section 1 of this act
the goods, merchandise or wild animal seized in connection tharewith under
the provisicns of this section shall be forfeited and either offerad to a
recognized institution for scientific or educatiocnal purposes, or destroved,

2L-40) Sec. 4. The commissicner of agriculture and natural rascurces may
permit, under such regulations as he may promulgate pursuant to sections
4-41 to 4-50, inclusive, of the general statutes, the transfer, zale,
offering for sale, or delivery of any specles or subspecies of wild animal
listed in section 1 of this act for zoologieal, educaticnal and scientific
purposes, and for the propagation of such wild animal in caprivity for
presarvation purposes, unless such transfer, sale, offering for sale ar
delivery is prohibited by any federal law or regulaticon,

Approved May 5, 1971
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providing further, that esch Texas Torioise (Gopherss berfandier) taken,
killed, injured, or possessed, as provided by Section 1, shall constitute 2
separate offense and shall be subject to the penalty provided by this Section.

SEC. 3. Injunction. Any district attorney, county attomey, sheaff or
proper authorities in any county of this state, or the Director of the State
Parks and Wildlife Department may institute any appropriate action or
proceedings, including the use of a petition for injunction, to prevent the
violation of this Act. ('67-60-R-318.)

SEA TURTLE PROTECTED

S 97841, P.C.

SECTION 1. It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly take, kill

or disturb any sea turtle or any sea turtle eggs in or from the waters of the
" State of Texas.

SEC. 2. Any person violating this Act shall be guilty of a misdemeanaor

—
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and upon conviction shall be fined not less than Ten Dollars (510) nor more .

than Two Hundred Dollars ($200). (*63-58-R-390.) i

. SEASON FOR SALT WATER TERRAPIN
957, F.LC. '

Whoever kills, takes or has in his possession any salt water termapin at any
time except during November, December, January and February shall be
fined not less than fifty nor more than one hundred dollars. ("19-36-2-p.
208.)

UNDERWEIGHT TURTLE AND TERRAPIN
958, P.C. " :

Whoever sells or ships any green turtle ofTess than twelve pounds in weight

or terrapin of less than six inches in length of under shell shall be fined not 4

less than ten nor more than two hundred dollars. (1895-p. 173.)

? ALLIGATORS PROTECTED
978j note, P.C, .

SECTION 1.  No person may take, catch, kill, buy, or sell, or attempt to
take, catch, kill, buy, or sell, alligators or alligator hides, or may possess an
alligator or its hice, in this state, except that nothing in this law shall prohibit
the possession of such alligator hide in the form of = finaf processed and
manufactured product.

SEC. 2. This Act does not prohibit the taking and possession of
alligators or hides as provided by Article 913, Penal Code of Texas, 1925,

SEC. 3. Any person who shall have in his possession or control any live
alligators or hides at the effective date of this Act shall have until January 1,
1970 to legally dispose of the same.
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To:.Dy, Alan 7eliler
Prom: jionadd M.K. Lau
Subject: Sce Turtles

Jegr Dr, Zeigler, the =ea turtles rogning the coasts
ol tie .avalicn chein are on the degline, T have come to
this coneclusion through conversationsz with some old time
Lishermen who have spent a great many yesrs by the sea and |
have obzerved the reduction in the slghtings of these ecreaturss
over the years. CO(ne of these Tishermen no longer will kill
or caplfpure any and has burned his turtle net beceuse of his
feelinga Tor these reptiles.

Soma of the local people along the Keane - Hana coast
hunt them by shooting them with .22 réfles Trom the shore and
then diving after them, The so called "commercial" Pishermen
hunt them with scuba tanks and shoot the head of the turtle
off with sherk puns (shot zun cartridse at the end of a stieck).
And since this is #lleczal (to shoot them), they met around the
law by cutiing off the evidence (thes turtle's head) before
bringing it to shore. Turtles bring good mensy because it is
searce and, hence, greed breeds the worse in man,

Finally, I would like to add that there may not be time
for a study while turtles are continued to be sleughtered., A
more sensible approsch would be to stop the slaughtering through
fines gnd penalties and making the selling of the mest gllegal.
Then g study can be carned out and maybe if numbers of the
turtles do increase the crop may He thinned. t as of present
the ecrop is slready much teo thine.....

Aboha; (ﬁmﬁﬁ ""]—m\

Roneld H.K. Laun
F.0. Box 50
Kahului, Hewaii 96732
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Hawaii Institute of Marine Bialogy
October 3, 1972

Mr. M. B. Goodier, Managing Director
Mariculture, Ltd.

P. 0. Box 645
Grand Cayman Island, Britizh West Indies

Dear Mr. Goodier:

Thank you very much for your recent letter and sccompanying
literature deseribing Mariculture, Ltd., in the Caribbean. Unfortun-
ately, I did not see the article you referred to and which appeared
in the Dallas Times Herald. During the past 6 months several
articles authored by Assoclated Press writers have appeared in
Honolulu newspapers. These features deslt with ocur work on the
nutritionsl requirements of Chelonia mydas and certain factors which
may affect hatechability. Apparently the wire serviece distributed
variations of the main story to other parts of the country. I was
unaware of this fact. If you have g clipping of the Desllas article
I would greatly appreciate a copy.

Any theories attributed to me concerning the potential of sea
turtle culture should have been limited %o several basic statements.
In our opinion, the continued successful mass resring of marine
turtles {(both from an economic and more importantly, a conservation-
orlented point of view) can not be accomplished until: 1) the life
eycle can be completed under man's control thus providing a supply of
eggs without reducing wild stocks; in sddition genstic selection can
be carried out; E} optimal environmental econditiona can be determined
and provided for the animal; and 3) the nutritive requirements of the
animal can be defined at various life stages. As you are aware, vVery
little work haszs been carried out and resulis published in any of these
areas. In addition, the current policy of the I.U.C.K. Survival
Service Commission regards the ralsing of beby sea turtles for months
or years before releasing =ss a purely experimental procedure. In
other words, 1t 18 not considered a definite conservation measure.

In spite of the probleme that exist, I am nonetheless optimistic
about the future and potential of marine turtles. When basic problems
are golved preggure wWill be reduced on wild populations. I have
followed with interast the progress of Mariculture, Ltd. for the past
3 years. Also, I have communicated with companies and individusals who

have had first band knowledge of past operations. I can only wieh you
guccesg in jour outlined goals.

Our own research has dealt primarily with the nutrition of the
hatechling, although we are interested in all aspects of gea turtle
biology. One of our current feeding experiments involves 150 Pacific
Greens obisined at 1 day of age. We also have plans for cooperative
nutrition studieg in Samoa, Tahiti and the Trust Territories. - We see
gseveral advantages in working with the Hawksbill (Eretmochelys imbricata)

Gonoaut Tsland - P. 0. Box 1067 - Eameohe, Hawall 06744 /Cable Address: TRTHAW




Mr. M. R. Goodier
October 3, 1972

Page 2
and hope to enlargs our investigation of this species.

If you have cccasion to visit this area please contact me at
247-6631.

S8incerely,

Hegged! Bty

George H. Balazs
Animal Hufritionist

GHE ;md



MARICULTURE, Ltd.

F. O. Bax 645, GRAND CAYMAN ISLAND, BRITISH WEST IMDIES

From. the office of the Gemeral Maneger MICHAEL R. GOODIER
Phone: 9-3313

RBef1 MRG/CAD 28th September, 1972

Mr, George Balazs,

The Hawall Institute of
Marine -Biology,

Hawaiil,

Dear Sir,

We note from a copy of your artiecls in the Dallas Times Hermld
your interest in the Atlantic Green Turtle, Chelonia Mydas, Ws
would point out that your theories as regards ralsing the sea turtle
have been put into practice by Mariculture Itd.., We have approximately
70,000 turtles on stock at the moment and a3 of two months ago, &

Sales programme was initiated and turtle productas are as of now belng
sold throughout the world,

Flease do not misunderstand, we are not belittling your theories,
tut just pointing out that what you are doing now, we did in 1967 and
turtle farming is proving a viable business, For your further infomm-
ation a descriptive leaflet of the operation is enclosed,

Youra faithfully,
P.p. MARICULTURE LIMITED

J’///ﬂ;’fw_ﬂ:
EL_ELJ%QEQEE .

Managirig Director

c.c. Dallas Times Herald,




