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Story and pictures by Norman J. Quinn and Barbara L. Kojis
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the season from November
(4] 5::|'||_|.;|:'_.'

e beatlverback tartle, Der
wachells  corinced,  ds the
wiarke s lagpess oamde, 1L has a
maximum shell length - af
el pao metres and welghs
o 600 kiloosams I is a
highly-clistirsctive species with
senven riclpes runndng from the
g ol thee shell near the baed
fex thee Ixcatberm near the gail,

Ihes Jeatherback has a0 uni

gjue open water ifesnde. Tvis
raresly séen near shallom wrare
Hrep during nesting which
CeCurs ontropical beaches in
the Arkantic, Indian aod Pacific
Chopans, oocasionadly in the
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e the sea ar night and

ascenls the beach mainly by




simultaneous heaving of her
powerful fore flippers. Maus
Buang villagers ofien use
lights to guide the turtle o oa
suitable nesting location, The
actual nesting  process  con-
forma 1o the sterotyped pat
term shared by all sea mucdes.

AL Maus Buang clutch sizes
range from 12 eggs by the firsg
mesting mirtdes of the season in
Octaber i 143 eges during the
season peak in January. The
average number of clutch egps
is 98 which is higher than the
tvpical clutch size in other
parts of the wodd. Eppes are
white, usually spherical and
about 53 millimetres in dia-
meter. Their average incuba-
tion pericd ranges from 56
65 days with a harching suc-
cess rate of about teo-thinds 1o
three-quarters. Hatchlings are
5563 millimetres in length.
Leathedbacks - are noted  for
producing fewer bur Erger
eggs and hatchlings compared
with other sea mrtles.

The sea mrde population
can be based only on an est-
mate of the wal number of
e nesting females. Fe-
mabes or their nestng mracks
can be counted readily, Males
3o not keave the weater and are
rarely identified a1 sea. Timma-
ture arimals are similardy
impossible o countatsea, The
nesring wack of leatherbacks is
distinctive in that it is usually
wider than that of other sea

aned Fauna,
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minimum world popalation of
breeding female leatherbacks
o be estimated In 197 ber
ween 29,000 and 40,000, alkow:-
ing for undiscovered or unin-
vestigated  nesting  beaches.
More recenthy. 4 survey carried
ot by the World Wikilife Fund
has confirmed and extended
the earlier report, raising the
estimate of beeeding femals
leatherbacks t© more than
100,000, This figure may be an
UNCeTesHmale a8 many areds
of Mexico and Melanesla have
not been surveyved.

Although the ol popula
tion of leatherbacks is larger
than originally thought, it re-
mains truee that breeding pop-
ulations are  mostly of
refatively small size (with only
a few hundred females nesting
annually), arewidely scattered
throughout the mopics, and
are often sublecy 1o heavy
exploitadon for food. There
are  onby four docomented
major - leatherback  nesting
areas with more than 1000
females nestng annually. The
chelonery at Maus Buang is
ol a8 big as these but is sl
impressive.

Although  the  estimeated
world popolation of  the
species has wripled, it s sl
regarded as endanpered by
both the United States Depart-
ment of the Interior and the

Convention on Trade in En-

dangered Species of Flora

for the continued
of the [eatheback are

they olive ridley. or hawkshbill,
and there is virtually no inter:
matonal trade in leatherback
parts Or  derivatives.  Adult
lzatherbacks are ot con-
sumed by man as much as
other species since their oily
flesh iz penerally considered
unpalatable

In Morobe Prowimses, aduodt
keatherbacks are seldom killed
or eaten. However, the eges of
ohserved nesting leatherbacks
are taken by villagers who
camp o the beach. Abour 70
per cent of the eggs barvested
g0 10 Lae market, 20 per cent
e eaten by families and 10
per cent are [t for hatching
After the egps are collecred

they are- reburied ar another
location for three or four daws
unil a kirge cache exists, They
are then trapsponed - Lae
ket where each brings &
price. of 10 toea. Nests ﬁom
which epps  have been
removed are  marked. with
sticks,

Eggs and - hatchHngs ure
sometimes taken by crabs,
pigs, sharks and crocodiles.
Adult leatherbacks may fall
prey o sharks and crocodiles
while nesting, The tracks of

crocodiles - are  often  seen

along the nesting beach at
Maus Buang and oocasionally
the irtles are amacked and
kitled, About three turtes are







See Papua New Guinea with Douglas Airways

Within an hour’s flying time of Port Moreshy
we can show you the historic mission at Yule
Island, the exciting mountain scenery of
Tapini or Woitape, tea plantations and
butterfly farming at Garaina, the unique
fiords of Tufi, or the neverto-be-forgotten
‘jungle’ airstrips and villages dotted along
the famous wartime Kokoda Trail. Qur
scheduled and charter flights can take you
country-wide in comfort and safety.

See us at the Port Moresby Travelodge for
further information and assistance on

both domestic and international bookings.

OUGLAS
RAVEL

Port Moreshy Travelodge phone 212366

Douglas Airways now operate regular
public transport and flights in nine
provinces in Papua New Guinea

and have aircraft based at Port
Moresby, Wewalk, Vanimo, Kerema,
Daru, Popondetta and Alotau.

Our aircraft are also available for
charter at very competitive rates and
we carry freight on all our routes,
For further information, contact us
at any of our bases,

OUGLAS
IRWAYS

lutkwon's Alport, Pan Moseahy
el i R B 1]

Had T
pluine 25345, 253350 ar




Top beft: A wilager kfing 5 grean
hutle af Cireen izand, top rights
chidnan with cormanalion
postens af Lahutall Beach)
bedow: resfuming fo dhe waler
after (sying eggs.

taken each season, They are
either dragged into the sed or
1o the nearby estuary, with the
carcass being rarely left on the
beach tor more than a few
days,

Villagers report that there

Iare fewer turiles nesting than

in the past. This decline is pro-
bably due to the excessive

tegg harvest,

Traditionally in Papua MNew
Gulnes the rlght to fish cemain
reefs and beaches was con-
trodbed by individuals, families,
dansorchiefs, Somerimes, the
fght to fish pacticular species
such as mriles, Ffsh and
dugongs belonged o par-
tlcular Families within a villape
and they regulated the exploir-
aticon of the resource.

In the Maus Prowvince, egg
pathering is a traditional prac-
tice with associated rules, but
along the Morobe coast regu-
lations have disappeared as
villagers have found 1 market
for the cpes at Lae.

Cremership rights rely heav-
ibv on respect for raditional
authority within the villages.
While transgressions were
handled by force in pre
colondal times, today there |5
little physical enforcement by
villages of maditional boun-
daries, Therefore, it has been
necessary o introduce Wild-
life Management Areas

PROTECTED
ANIMAL

special  legislation  was
passed by the PNG House of
Assembly In Aprll 1974 o
create lamge tracts of patucal
wildlife. habdtats. These re-
T HY CUSICaany ':}'t'-'l'l.'l':!l‘::-'|'l|]}.
but people co-operate with
the BOVETTIMENT [0 Manags
the wildlife and its habitat for
contdnued  production  and
preservation, Each area is
governed by a Wildlife Com-
mittee appainted by peophbe
living near the management
ared. The Committee’s hunc-
ton @5 e inrodece  and
enforce rubes which are under-
sinod by the people. Irz decis-
ions are recommended wo the
Minister of the Environment
and a5 =oon as the govem-

ment gazettes these areas the
Committee’s mbes become
Lawr.

Under the Wildlife Manage-
ment Ared system the onus for
conservation work is placed
an the fraditional owners
Through this system, the Wild-
life Division has given tradi-
tonal landowners the legal
framework to reinforee tradi
tional undemiandings.

Mangement  areas for
marine turthes have been set
up In other areas of PNG such
a% Cromm and Long Islands, In
these areas most people were
either sympathetic or indif-
ferent to the Wildlife Manage-
ment  Arca  Unformenanely,
although the need for-wirde

conservation is appreciated by
the Maus Buang village elders,
they do not possess the know-
ledge nor perhaps the village
support o implement a Wild-
life Management Area.

However, in the 1983-84
nesting season wie initated a
program that would buy eggs
a5 the turte kid them for the
current market price of 10 oea
pet egg. The epps would then
be reburied at another loca-
thon nesr the village so thar the
villagers could wanch 1o make
sure that others would not dig
up the nest. As a result of our
imterest, a village law was
created declaring certain sec-
tons of the beach taboo fioe
collecting eggs. With the sup
port of the Papua Mew Guinea
University of Technology we
will continue our work this
vear, Perthaps we will see you
walking the beach in search of
these rare turtles.

_ homin . Chainn & b dwe Fisheries
Depamment afthe Papua Meer Guinea
Universiny of Technlome in Lae and
_EHI"."'GIIII L Kaogis _i.*: I the Univer-
sry's Deparment of Chemicul Tech-
reclongy




A bahy tutle in it natural enviommen
clockwiae from below! neday=ialshad
furbles colected from the beach; 8 wilager
Megely gethanng sgos for homs consurpion
& QUG- 2o charntbern, maasumg ihe shell of
& fernals faafienback
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Protection
need not be a burden

In nature a creature’s protection. while no doubt ideal
for it's own environment, may seem rather strange to us.
But then what's insurance to a Hermit Crab is of little
help to you. Yet it illustrates the need to have an
insurance policy that gives you protection in your
particular situation Niugini Insurance Corporation
have the experience in Papua New Guinea that
can give you the right insurance protection
and it won't be a burden

CORPORATION
PO Box 331 Phone 214040 Telex NINSCO 2304]

TCAS™



Westpac celebrates
/79 years of service to
Papua New Guinea

1910-1985

Wifestpac
First Bank in Papua N :

ank in Papua New Guinea
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