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Taree years of
conflict have
done immeasue-
ably more to
focus American
ateention an the
Pacific chan three
centuries of effore

travelers, ex-

OFefd, WrIilers,
and sciencists.
Dozens of schol-
atly books and
hundreds of timely pamphlers about it
have appeared since Pearl Harbor.
Three recene volumes, especially nore-
worthy for narural hisrory content or
usefulness wo fighting men in the Pacifc,
have been selected for atteneion here,
The avid backerowisd repder will find
the Carnegic Library reading list, "The
Zouth Pacific,” a useful guide o other
wartinee, and prewar, o fﬁ.

The Pacific World i3 the most readahble
introduceion ta the vasc Pacific and irs
lands, peoples, animals, and plants chus
far published. It was conceived by
Childs Frick and Harold J. Coolidge,
Jr., and sponsored by the American
Commiztee for Internacional Wildlife
Protection, 1o che hope that informacion
aboue Pacific animals would encourage
their comservation. An oversens cousin
of the crane, the crested lkeagn, is found
only on New Caledonia, for example,
and if it were exterminaced chere it
would be as exrince as the dodo.

Twenty-cight experts—including De.
A, Awvinoff, Dircceor of the Carnegie
Muscum—representing  nine scienrific
institutions, were the peincipal con-
eribueors to this volume; a oumber of
the regional chaprers are ceedited to
addieional collaboracors. The encer-
taining manner o which a wealeh of
information is nted 15 proof chart
science nesd noc mdull, and is a eribuee,
as well, to the editorial perspicacicy of
D¢ Fairfield Osborn, President of the
New York Zoalogical Society. Vivid
comparisons cnliven the pages—"‘Me-
lanesians go in for clubs and secret
societics with a fervor perhaps equalled
only in the Uniced Scares.™

No one volums abous the Pacific can
do full justice ro thiswarery hemisphere,
which really merits Hollywoodian
superlatives. In area alone, the Pacific
is much grearer chan all the lands of
the world combined. Already we find
it difficult to remember the names of all
the islands captured by our forces.
Fortunately, the conquest of Japan will
not necessitaee amphibious assaulc on
any great percentage of the Pacific is-
lands, for there are 2,850 main islands
and tens of thousands of islees and
fragments.

The first eleven chaprers trear the
Pacific a5 a whole—ies islands, explora-
cions, climpees, tides, stars, p:uﬂh:s,
anitmnals, and E!anm. These bricf chap-
vers should whet the appetite of man
teaders for the supplemenrary hand-
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books now in preparadon. We learn,
for instance, that MNew Guinea, the
second Jargest fsland in the world
boasts the waorld's largese bueterfly and
largest moch, and has 2,500 differenc
kinds of orchids!

The latter half of the volume con-
tains nine chapeers, descriprive of vari-
ous regions within the Pacihe, cach
illustrated wicth a simplified map.
These regional discussions are well
done, and represent a nice balance of
information on physical and cultural

ography. The concluding pages are

evored to a tabular summary of faces

abont Pacific islands, and distribution
charts for mammals, hieds, and eepeiles
and amphibians.

This book has some faules, for ic was
Ercpar::l with war-induced rapidicy;

ence, it is not astonishing char ic con-
tains some factual errors, or that the
nine colored plares, execured by excel-
lent artists, vary in quality of reproduc-
tion. In view of che generosity of the
publishers and contributoss in cnzbling
the fnfanrey fowrnal to publish a pocker-
size, l]up.:b-bnund, fifty-cent edition—
for sale to men in the armed services
onfy—it would be ungenerous of this
reviewer to carp abour peccadilloes

Stay-at-homes will nor fnd che
small-print, fact-crammed Pacific Ocean
Handbosk cxciting reading, but any
service man interested in the physical
phenomena of a Pacific locale will
welcome it. The appendices  alane,
erearing such marcers as navigaring
distances, standard time, food plants,
jungle pests, and sea food for the ship-
wrecked, are of tremendous peactical
value. The main part contains much
scientific information upon volcanoes
and earthquakes, tides, currencs, winds,
SLOLS, [EMpPErifure, precipiration, fog,
wand  addicional  subpects, interlarded
with good maps and diagrams. The
413 ounce paper-bound copy is light
enough to mail readily, and of con-
venient size for uniform pockers.

The Raft Book was written specifically
for a-small but heroic group of readers,
“those who, withour previous ex-

petience in mavigation and withour
navigaring inscruments, find chemselves
in small ceafr in the open sen and who
have to make their way to land.'" Ic
consists of an areracrively printed and
illustrated paper-covered pamphler,
boxed with an ingenious combined
world and star chart, and a large sheet
of navigarion rables. A scagoing edi-
tion, not available to che pubﬁc. is
E.\ac[mgcd in a waterproofed envelope,
of installation in rafts and lifeboats.
The author, navigator of the Pose-
Garcy “Round the World Flight'' in
1931, has studied the navigarion mech-
ods of the oceanic Polynsiang, wha, in
canoes scarcely larger than some life
rafes, made interisland voyages of
thousands of miles, long before our
rimorons ancestars dared o venture
out beyond the Pillars of Hercules into
the Green Seca of Darkness, the Ac-
luntic.” The methods of navigacing
with a watch, a stick, a piece of string,
and the materials peovided, althoug
unguestionably ingenious and suired
to the oeeds of 4 man adrife, will be of
less imcerest oo the readers of che Caz-
wEGIE Macazivg than the fascinaring
sep and sky lore also included, One
excellent colored plate, for example,
illustrates how a L;ﬁmd may reflece the
color of che n warer of an acoll
lagpon be the horizon, and how
fixed I:]:Juc:llrs may also indicace distanc
land. The possibilities of finding land
by scents and sounds are also discussed,
and Garry remarks chat he has smelled
New Zealand hay eighty miles offshare.
Bird scudenrs will find  the well-
illustrated  treatment of sea birds as
indicarors of land absorbing reading,
the identification of eritical SpEcics
being facilitated by five places by the
well-known bied ardsr, Frances Lee
Jaques. Pelagic creatures are discussed
briefly, with emphasis on fishing rech-
niques and edibility. Ammonia-laden
shark fllets become edible if rowed
astern, and then dried.

If [ were on a discant isle, chese three
volumes would certwinly be included in
my six-inch shelf of essencial books.
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