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By JIM BORG
Advertiser Staffl Writer

mﬂ;ph dissgres on what to do about
in the northwestorn Hawaiian Islands.

The National Marine Fisheries Service
wants to dezignate certain parts of the
leeward archipelago a8 a so-called erfti-
cal habitat to restrict activity thers.

Consarvation groups Approve.

Fishermen say they are not to blame.
They suggest the drop in seal
over the last 20 yvearz ts due to sharksy
and & diet of polenned fish.

They are supported by Susumu Ono,
chalrman of the state Board of Land and
Natural Resources, who says there is no

““convineing  scientific avidence'' that
kpeping fishermen and others away will
help the seals.

These opiniond were aired earlisr this
week st a public hearing on & droft en-
vironmental impact statement concern-
ing the seal habitat,

About &0 people attended the hearing
conducted by the fisheries service,
which is part of the U.5. Department of
Commeree's National Oceanie and
Atmaspherie Administration,

The 10 sorthwestern Hawaiian Islands
and atolls streteh fram Mihoa, shout 140
miiles from Nithau, to Kure, some 1,700
miles farther northwest, They are rem-
nants of opce-lorge voleanoes,

Though there is no evidence that the
monk soal population has evar been
great, a 1958 count on six islands and
atwolis tallied 1.208. A broader search in
1578 found 502 seals,

In 175, the Marine Mammal Commis-
slon declared the seal population *'de.
pleted.” Last week the fisheries service
eatablished & Hawallan Monk Seal
Hocovery Tesm to deévelop & plan to
boost the mammal's numbers.

While there has been no large-scale
commercial fishing in the istands in re-
cent years, the fishing industry beliaves
there s an untapped potential for large
Iobsier end bottomfish catches thers,
The habitat designation for the seals
would hemper thot
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fzherman. "“The Howeiians of the past
lived with the environment . . . this phi-
lasophy still exlsts."”

population ontiger gherks and on elgust-
eratoxing, & poizon produced by miero-
scopic marine life ond ingested by the
small fish the seals eat.

He muggested that alferstion of the
reefs at Kore, Midway and Tern Island
at Freoch Frigate Shoals has stirred up
particles, Imcréssing tho plankton popu-
latlon and, accordingly, the toxin.

According 1o Doyvle Gates, administra-
tor of the NMFS Western Pacific Pro-
grams Office, examinations of seal ear.
enises ob Laysan Island showed high
kevels of the loxin, but scientlsis eouldn't
conclude that's what killed the animals,

Louis Agard, & commercial fisherman -

representing the Western Pacifie Fish-
eries Management Couneil, said the
causes of the seal population's decling
are not well enough understoond,

Bul he specolated that the reason re-
searchers have seen 8o few young seals
iz that; like certain other species, they
“go to sea for & few years snd return **

&=

Other groups sgresd more studies nre
noeded,

Greenpeace spokeswoman Sue Di-
foure, blamed the seals’ decling on “the
rapaciousness of our state Industries and
local fishermen.” She called for strong
maoasures o protect the habitats,

And Heather MacMillian, speaking for
David Ramey, the Slerra Club's regional
vice president, urged *“too much, rather
than too Hitle" protection.

The impact statement proposss that
beach ereas. lagpon waters and aesan
waters around Kure, Midway (except the
military*s Sand Island), Pearl and
Hermes Reef, Lisianksi Island, Laysan
Island, Fronch Frigate Shoals and Neck-
er Island be designated a critical habitat
for the seal.

Under thres proposed options for re-
strieting ocean waters, boats could ap-
proach no closer than a depth of 10 fath-
oms 180 feat), 20 fathoms, or a distance
of three miles,

The designation would mesn any ae-
tivities proposed for the area would he
evalusted by fedoral agencies,

Written eomments on the statement
can be submitied antil May 14.
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was made by the National Me-
tifie Fisheries Service and the U.S,
Fish and Wildlife Barvice.

_PALMER SEKORA, refuge man-

for the Hawaiian Islands and
ﬁﬂ: Islands National Wildlife
‘Befuge, said the “‘endangered
pecies” designation will ''eall atten-
bo- the plight of the monk seal
and give us money and manpower to
find out what's going on.™
_Bekora said the most comprehen.
slve recent survey of the seal popu-
in Mareh and April;
of the anlmals at

But ta n seal cansuk has prob-

B 'Tﬁm‘t know how many are

ot to sem, and it's difficult (o get
ertain areas,” he said.

'_'H-ltll:ﬁﬂ,[ all the wvarigbles, 1

nate population ated 000, plus

minug 500, That's pretty gross,

Tit? But we I_1Il.l.'|‘l; don't know how

- gaid he is puzzled because
there appears to be a sizable in-
CrEASE EI the seal population at
French Frigate Shoals while at the

the nomber

e
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Launched to Save
Hawaiian Monk Seals

same time there is a ‘“‘very signifi-
cant decrease” in the number of
séals at Pearl and Hermes Reef,
Midway and Kure Atall,

“ON MIDWAY and Kure, we as-
sume the decline is because of
humean activity,” he said. "'But that
does not explain the substantial de
crease in the Pearl end Hormes aroa
where there are ng B

Federal officials last vear estimat-
ed the Hawailan seal population at
1,000,

The ancient Hasfaiiana left the
seal alone. They called It THo-kalo-i-
kua," which translates roughly ns
“the dog that runs in the tough ele-
mmlll 1I

The specie managed the ''tough
element™ until Evropeans arrived in
the Izlands and slaughtercd the anl-
mals for blubber,

A report in The Polynesian in 1855
reparted the vessel Giambia went on
& 108-day voyage to the northweztern
islands and returned with 240 barrels
of geal oil.

By 1000, the animals were near ex-
tinction.

In more recent yoars, they have |

taken themselves where gel-
ﬂmﬂgo— to the duuﬂpmm
Isla of Hawall that became a
federal wildlife refuge. They
on the islands from Nihoa to P

and Hermos Reel, i

THERE ARE ONLY three
of monk seals in the wor
Caribbean sp I

lation has decline : =
A few Hawaiian seals are st the
Waikikli Aqearium,










