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Sighting Information * TURTLE and SEAL

Animal sighted (circle): SEAL .
Number of animals: !__ Type, Lif known: H(wéﬂb'ff

Date: ﬁ?"_;_lg = ? 2, Observer:
Time:_2:30 oM
Location:
Observed from({circle): at(name: i
while skin or SCUBA ﬂi%:iau or at_ 3 O feet deep).
Estimated ﬂite{length]tm ."Iﬂ:z’

COMMENTS: (color pattern; injuries; scar patt { tumors

flipper tags:present Y/N, tag color, and if readable tag num—
ber; bleach maxhu{nwhaﬂlttter}, behavior; and weath
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W idlife personnel

rescue and release
100 pound sea turtle

A mature female Hawksbill
5¢d Turtl: (Laumei Faluga)
ais sved from an uncertain
lge and roleased hack 1o the
waters 1 calls home Friday
maming DMWR personnel
were nutiiied and confiscated
whe il - Page Pago gadier
Faday moming. Local biolo-
NsE staied e manne mammal
weighad sboul 100 pounds
and measurced 33 and half
inahies i longth.

Preliminary mepons from
the Dcpart men: of Marine and
wWildlile Fesources (DMWR)

dali of biologizts staied thet
"somcovic had picked up the
turtle™ o @ mad near Sailele
and transported It o Pago
Pago when the repon was
made 1o the deparment,

They speculated that the
turtle may have come ashore to
lay its eggs. “To our knowl-
edge.” said Tom Morrell,
DMWER wildlife biologist, “no
hamn was done™ o the e,
He did scknowledge that the

turtle roked  dehvdradon,
b o dis if e wenle i left
ok GaF Ry waler for an ex
Icaa, etk ol dimee, - The gize
F iR oo e weds extimated 1o
P s iy o

A alhend Mbe burthe was

AW Byild

ing in Fagatogo, the staff
quickly prepared o escon the
mammal 1o a point two miles
aul of the harbor where it was
released,

The Fono, on May 25,
1990, enacied legislation
adopting existing federal neg-
ulations forbidding any hin-
dling, caprure, eating, harming
or sclling sea turtles them-
selves, their hatehlings or their
egps. These laws were
adopted by the Legislature of
America Samoa in order o
Preseryve and prodect sea turios
in the terriory,

(AL sea wrtles are listed o=
“endangercd” by the US. Fish
and Wildlife Service
(USFW'S) and are protecied by
ihe federal govemment. Fed-
eral penaltics for taking, cap-
turing or harming any trtle or
itseggs can mean a $10,000 to
$20,000 fine and six months
in priscn.}

DMWR hiologisis tageed
the Hawkshill before iis -
lease so ax 0 koep some
record of the: wntle. “Vory 1t
te i Enown aboul Yicn,  sah
D L T oy T T R S
pected Bl the ges o
Pacific ane sipddly dectindsy,

e ackies, "Heee o the
cifiry . Bl SR Baerrioa

less abundant than they w

just a few years ago.” Th

declines have been no
workd-wide due © the os
nar«est. destrction of nal
habitar and incidental kil
fishing methods, "The
FWE listz 223 (uriles ag
dangered,” said Cra
“because the turtles are
danger of extincion.”

The tap was placed on
ieft front Ripper of the anin
&8 part of an on-going progr;
which was begun years ag
an effon to understand m
iboul these sea turtles, T
way, the DMWR can collogt
mare daia an the distributon
and abundance of se3 turtles
the: temitory.

“We're extromely con-
cermned,” said Morrell, “that
they're on their way out,” cit-
ing weekly surveys carried out
over a nine-month period in
Swains Island where oniy
eight sca turtle tracks were
documented

Gurlies NEaing operalions
ol strong: evidence of sea

THESAULE over long
Uise turthe tgged in

riod s discoy

rrtiaieed on page 8
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chirp the breadfruit trees.
The ins roar from the
rection ~of the resl seems
uted by the sounds of a wak-
1320 that these

R Mead said wepe common-
: ?ﬂ;ﬂ.ﬂr.- i“ ":ﬁfﬁfu bell
WOITIEE ‘P,

les”and 10"pm. Tor “the’ 20
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uits who live here, Men deput-
by the v thief pa
hours, ajert for stl.pﬁea in
irtue and authorized o @ 25
nes to curfew violators.
For would-be stérs, one
daise siep u?der he coconut
palms sets off the clunk and
phing of empty Budwelser. apnd

swnnniptions, Ghosts, said 1o be as
dibiquitous as the beer cans, re-
ssirain the falnthearted. At sunset

ors, three choir practices o

week and two | Services on
“sunday, the n Congrega-
“tional Church of Samoa urges
moral viEnmn_.__

uttomn -
soanl, TV brings
H installments of every-
vorile soap opera, “Days

50 many checks from
] the federal government,
el some  buresucrats  over in
"2g0 Pago, the capital,  have
SRR T Iﬂﬂ:l ﬁ.l]'lll.l‘lﬂﬁl‘l.
odmoa, 230 miles southwest of
i %ru the "Land of the Free

llhruivt this modern, heavi
subsidized tranqguility has

of late an essoriment of

hat Samoans call pal or

gners, with free love on the

They arrive In commuter

anes from P  CAFT¥ing

ameras, notehooks, aguip-
t word of o hubbu

ond the h o

i Samoa Revisited:
TV, Subsidies and a Steady Exodus

Star-Bulletin

Today

Features Hanaluly
2 _ Wednesday,
Entertainment hpril 27, 1983

‘tattooed in the traditional

of people we have to |
with duﬂrn here"! it
Mary Pril.ehalLd sadid ﬂh-;: spent

an evening wi Margare

ﬁﬁgll mﬂ u'm“gldd days I;gltjhu
ried and fa repeal to

finlah “that book.” s
I8 more effort than the
1B} or %0 students at the high
sl-gtgumtrun Tnuhlgue made. *“Com-
o " hEEﬂ EtE .[Ed
ont of tﬂgallhrar].r nﬁf twice in
rs. Much' more

mﬂlmmﬁiuﬂhﬂ“ﬁlﬁ

pular ix a

rom the Margaret Mead Tap
room,” “:iaalu$g “Doonesbury”
and mtimﬁ musings on modern
Samoa by Nicholas von Hoffman, |
who wrote that.

tend fo be ps  ghi
had language-translation prob |
lems, they say, or the
teen-:gte“ irls she studied fol-
Iowed § ithon of telﬂngh!nr-
cigners w&:ﬂtm they want to hear

o }]JIE-BEE ¥

n any case, the latest
of visitors event makes a2
beeline for Soalfetu Taula, an 84
year<ld matron who in-

tired questions, she sits and
Wilves mats in the coal,

crawl space under her house,
ﬁe:t toa ﬂmir:h;ﬂld‘a broken-
0Wn  motor a & retired
skateboard.

She tells of befriending the 23
id Mead even though the
anthropologist spoke r Sa-
moan and she spoke little Eng-
lish. She says she tock Mead the
ﬂa?“ﬂ by boat to the village tﬂ:
o, near Pago 80
American could mplﬂ:‘ ;

T nld

!

:

manner.
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SEA Tﬂmrﬁ_tﬂfﬂfﬂ REFORT Pleasa return to: George H. Balazs:

FIATIOMAL BUARINE FISHERIES MhkWCH

' Tom HONOLWILY LABORATQRY:
ﬁhs.w:ﬂml by: —J.-"a""] THER ?_"-f F*gpiTHHE . O. DCX 3830

Address & Tel. Mo. (optional): Do ik 2178 M@ Pasi B B FALL ?.?9‘?;

:l gé: . 8 L32-4efY
Date: JO0f1 Time: | E,m Location LAt & Lomg. { I}

LEONE BAY, _ TUTHILA TSLAND, ,qrrJEa’Ef CAN. SHMOR
’ @ 4°s, 11w

observation made from: shore;

boat: or while E skin SCUBA diving.

Estimated size (shell length): SE ET hea
Turtle seen on: _ surface; or at depth of
approx. =t_ ft. Distinguishing
characteristics (species I.D. if known, long

tail, shell color, tags, injuries, etc.):

ﬁm Léch fj{’
¥ )

Other ‘“m“‘m rké:-?r%; Lisg, 'II'F'.i."l'Il'FE'f:'aE'I #1;;. [iurtle E&L
abend 'f ve  mingded . until il seftled ﬁf’ﬁrﬁ*{ﬁ; £ .-"f’r'fﬂ"f in
THANK YOU POR YOUR COOPERATION clwed /¢ nr‘ uf.s-:f es
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TABLE 1V. Average catch/man-hour (kg) for fishes (upper value) and invertebrates (lower value) by village
and method for B66 fishermen interviewsrepresenting 2,656 hours of fishing effort. Values in
parentheses were estimated by averaging catch/man-hour values for all villages in the bay area
because catches were not examined for that particular village and method.
Fizshing Faga- PFago Faga- £ GREANIF
Method neanea Matu'u Faga'alu Utulei Fagatoge [Iago Leloaloa Auwa Laulii "itva Masefau Fagasa Vaitogi TOTAL  TOTAL
Day .20 Al 15 0 80 (.20 .05 .10 17 o .05 .28 0 A% s
Gleaning Ml 1.18 .BS 1.32 1.28 | [.%%) T .11 .91 .rg 1.58 -B8 o 92
Might .53 a4 s .08 (.37 (.30 (.30 .10 e uk
Gleaning .35 . 30 .38 1.33 [.68) (.68} {-68) 1.33 -G8
Bambon .82 .30 . ¥4 .41 .6l - 30 .86 .49 .45 1.84 1.96 1.35 B et 54
fod 1] i) i} o L] .1 0 n 0 L] 0 i L] .oa i
Rod & .93 o7 <53 1.02 - -a1 -88 <17 1.25 B2 1.24 - 35 85 BT
Reel 1] i ] a 03 <1 .02 o o (1] o 1] .02
Day .75 35 70 .68 .33 (.66} .74 .74 .92 1.3 1.5 1.68 83 1
iving ) <20 24 . 48 2.00 (.50} .05 ] | .44 L40 A4 26 - 37
Hight .81 -8 T8 .33 {.68]) -48 1.68 1.63 1.21 1.11 2537 1.28 1.49
Diving 0 .91 b5 i {.37]) LI 221 A7 21 =10 L] L2
Thros 1.55 1.44 4.26 1.68 0 1.91 2L 1iTR EAL 2.25  1.64 b.11 176 .74
Hetting L5 o - o ] 0 1] 1] 1] o (1] i} L1
Seining 1.52 {2.26) [(2.26) 2.20 57 .62 2.14 714
o {0} (0]} 0 il i o
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Annual catch estimates are listed by village and method in
Table V. Catches totaling 67,271 kg fish (68%) and 32,031 kg
invertebrates (32%) for a grand total of 99,302 kg are estimated
for the listed methods in the 13 study villages., Day gleaning
accounts for the largest catch and includes 61% of the total
invertebrate catch. The largest fish catch is produced by day
diving which is second to day gleaning in total production.
Seining, though shown by the previous table to yield the largest
catch/man-hour, accounts for the smallest total catch. Amongst
the villages the largest total catch is estimated for Aua and the
gmallest for Vaitogi. The most fish are caught at Faga'ltua and
the most invertebrates at Aua. Almost no invertebrates are caught
in Fagatogo and Pago Pago. Division of the total estimated catch
by total estimated effort yields an average fish of ©.73 kg/
man-hour, an average invertebrate catch of 0.35 kg/man-hour and
an average total catch of 1.08 kg/man-hour for the eight methods
combined,

Data froem the 866 catches examined during the study are listed
by method and species in Table VI-a for fish and Table VI-b for
invertebrates. The values within the matrix of the tables are the
percentage contributions of the listed species toward the total
catch for the listed method rather than actual weights. This
facilitates determination of the species most commenly caught by
gach method. Total gatches of 2,671.8 kg fish and £94.6 kg inver-
tebrates were examined, Gleaning catches consisted primarily of
octopus, snails, miscellanecus fishes (eels, wrasses, ate.) and
surgeonfish, Hook-and-line catches consisted primarily cf jacks,
mackerel, snapper and grouper. Diving catches consisted primarily
of surgeonfish, miscellanecus fishes (eels, butterflyfish, wrasses,
etc.), grouper, octopus and lobster. Throw netting and seining
produced mostly mackerel, surgeenfish and mullet.

Estimated catches for the 13 study villages are listed by
method and species in Table VII-a for fishes and Table VII-b for
invertebrates. These figures are the product of the total esti-
mated catches for each method listed in Table V and the percentages
listed in Tables VI-a and VI-b, Big-eye scad {Selar crumencphthalmus)
and related species and surgeonfish are the most commonly caught
species, each comprising about 19% of the fish catch. The fish
catch is extremely diverse as evidencedbythe relatively large catch
of miscellaneous species (14% of the total) which include butterflyfish,
eels, sardines, silversides, majorras, goatfish, wrasses, hawkfish,
triggerfish, barracuda, needlefish, stingrays, etc. Octopus clearly
account for the bulk of the invertebrate catch (44%) and are followed
by snails (turban shells, top shells, etc.) and tridacnid and other
clams.

With the excepticn of bigeye scad the fishes and invertebrates
listed in Tables VII-a and VII-b are widely available to fishermen
both inside and cutside Pago Page Bay. Big-eye scad, however, comprise
about 41% of the fish catch for the six villages inside the bay
and only about 3% of the fish catch for the seven villages outside
the bay. Therefore, if the percentages listed at the bottom of
Table VII-a are applied to a particular village, the big-eye scad
percentage should be adjusted up or down with a proporticnate adjust-
ment in the percentages for the remaining species.
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within Fago Pago Bay ate ooke likely ta hawe jobs and a highsr i
peE caplta incom. Consequently, they tasd bo have lems tima to .
A e P : rrially-saught or i il 1 TARLD TX. Esvinated shorelise subaistencairecreaticsnal fighery

£ish. cacch [¥g) for Terolls [sland aa o enowel basis.
Extenxion of thas SUBEAQe par capita cwtch to tha sntire

populetian of Totuila {30D,626) cesulen [E an entimited tatal catch

of 248,07 kg for active Tlakiss methods. Though zoat of the

willages mot coversd during the presene BuTeCY kbm relatlively weall Fisgh IRverTEbEdTES Turkled IoTAL

ard all. are outaides the Pags Fage Bay ares, the pec caplta cakeh
for =11 13 stedy villages s uped ratksr than the Bigher cakch for Aerive Methedi 188, 443 A6 4,585 252 656
wlllages autmide the bay ares becsuss ten of the renilsicg A 18,641
willages are located in inland aress and the cosstling of twn othass h Fassive Metheds 13,413 Filed :

is sizllar to thab of vaitogl. The Esland wide sstch for sea buctlnm :

is calsulated st 4,589 kg in che wame BEaner, S LA, B2 82,681 4 FEE 171,334
Arnual watimates for pessive flahing &be awnilable only for

cutlylng villages as discumped abews. Por capits oAtches are cosputed ;

at 1.21 kg Eien and ©.24 kg invessebrates Sor the outlying willsges Eyubding ug to sccomet for defiglenciss Ie collection of effart

of Féga'itua, Misefau and Pagens. Tho per coplts cateh af Figh ssd : 185 Bon

invertshrated [ud actdve motheds i5 caleaisbed ae LS4 kg for thoss I datas -

autlying villages and 8.1 kg For all villages (Table WITEI. Mulei- = ‘

PlFing passlve cabch rates for oUtlyimg villages by the ratle of

sotive catch for all villagss to active oacch fer outlylng willsges

18.1/29.1 = 0,42} wielda FeT Chpita catch estisates For all 11

willages af .51 kg fish and O.10 kg invertebhrstes. Extssding choess

extizates to the entire papulaticn of Tubuwila yiolda caich ectisataa

of 15,619 Kg Fisn and 3,063 kg invertebrstes,

The total stareline subsistence/recceacicnal capel fer
Tubtulla Island Incloding sea tortles and pa=sive mothed catohes is,
thus, estimdted ab 371,338 kg annoally (Tabls TE). Rhaaiming that
about 10% of the Fishing sffort was ewverlooked by the ohperwvera
inwolved in this survey, this coblrate s pouwnded o9 b 300000 kg,

Annual catches are related to resf surfson arcas far slewen
vwillages ie Tehle M, Arsaw are 1isted far resf flaks {the shallew
arens inside the breaking weves which ace partially exponsd at low
Lide) whare Flghied is mcat Inbenalwm and for fringing roefs
shalleenr than abowut sight metecs (dncludisg canf Flats). Fagatogo
an] Faga Pago aze excluded [rem the cable Ewcaupe thele resfs have
been largely dmstroyed and eha sxistisg shallows arg Eeatly mud and
rabbla.

An unknove proportion of the catoh 1igted i Table ¥ was
caught st deptha beyond pight Beters, The paccencagpe L8 asall

it was ght from b Bosbs are meldem used By cthe
Tishery weder consideration mand whes they are, they are often used
ot depths of lees than wicht maters. The error [sduced by catchaa
made gt depths In excess of eight saterm i= pecbably affpet By the
wrref rasulting from effaort data ealleckion defieloncies,

Catchis for che warious wiilages range Eram 147 pa 480 kg/ha
of peel within the § m lschath, The wide variation resultn From
soveral focters which influsnce the avallshle bicnass of fishes and
ipvartebrates and the ssount of Fiehing efforE. Environsankal

E
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AMERICAN SAMOA GOVERNMENT S
PAGO PAGO, AMERICAN SAMOA 36799

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Division of Curriculum & Instruction

June 22, 1987

Mr. George H. Balazs

National Marine Fisheries Service
P.0O. Box 3830

2570 Dole St.

Honolulu, Hawail 96812

Dear Mr. Balazs:

I am the Science Coordlnator here in American Samoa and am writing to
see If you might be interested in particlpating in a new program we are
trying to set up in the high schools here in American Samoa,

From resources we have put together we understand you have carried out
or have sn interest in studies of the Pacific area and/or specifically Samoa.
We would like to share your interest and knowledge with specific students
In our school as well a providing assistence to ¥ou or your graduate students
in doing research here in American Samoa. '

The program is called a Science Mentor Program and what we would like

te do is to link you or your students up with one or more students in our
high schools who would assist you with collection of data, speciments, in-
formation ete. for your research that could be sent to you during the year.
You of course would have to assist the student with the information needed

to carry out what you want done. In return you would give the student
guldance in carrying out & small basie resesrch project that e could present
@5 a project in his class or at the territory science fair related to your shared
area of interest and study,

We would hope that the project could benefit you in a number of
ways -
providing you with a year round source of
assistance and data
provide a locel contact that could help you If you
came to American Samoa
provide a source of Samoan knowledge and names for places
and organisms you may be studying



June 22, 1987
Page -2-

If you agree to participate and fill out the enclosed form [ would pass this
on to teachers in the high school that would attempt to find a student who
would be interested in helping you In your field and interested in carrying
out his own project in the same area.

American Samoa has a very limited number of persons on island with strong
science backgrounds and professions and we hope that this program would
provide students with a wider range of resources and options in carrying out
projects as well as provide you with some additional possibilities for regsearch
and assistance here in American Samoa.

If you should be interested please fill in the enclosed form and | will try
to link you with a student/tescher who might be able to help you and in
return them be helped by you.

Sincerely,

A, Rick Davis
Science Coordinator



AMERICAN SAMOA GOVERNMENT
PAGD PAGO, AMERICAN SAMDA 36789 In raply rafer to:

OFFICE 0OF MARINE AND WILDLIFE RESOURCES

January 12, 1987

TO : George H. Balazs
KATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE
Southwest Fisheries Center Honolule Laboratory
2570 Dole 5t.
Honolulu, Hawaii 96822-2305
FROM David Itano
Office of Marine & Wildlife Resources
P. U. Box 3730
American Samoe Government

Fago Papgo, American Samoa 96799

Ll

Dear Georgei

I hope the new year finds you all healthy and adequately funded. I
have some exciting turtle news that I thought would be of interest to you,

I spent my Christmes vacation on Qfu and Qlosega with my family and
visiting brother. There was a young palagi couple ceamping on the beach
near Ofu airport who made a startling observation. On December 27, they
discovered a large sea turtle leying egga in a deeply excavated pit during
the mid afternoon. The turtle itself was coverad with sand but their
description is probably that of a green turtle over a meter im carapace
length. They did not notice any tags. The pit 18 located on the southern
shore of Ofu about one mile west of the bridge to Olosega.

The same afterncon, my brother discovered a live baby sea turtle
being carried away by a cat at the Ofu alrport motel., The cat dropped
its prige unharmed and we were able to examine it closely. It was olive
green 10 color and about 5 to 6 ocm in C.L. We released it on the beach
and it swam straight out to sea. I searched for other signs of a nest or
tracks but could not find anything. [ questioned our fisheries data
colletor on Ofu concerning sea turtles and he had observed two large sea
turtlesand he had observed two larpge sea turtles digeging pits on Ofu durlng
November .,

A turtle alsc came up on Tutuila in the village of Sailele during late
November, ©5She dug many pits and it appears that she may have sucessfully
nested. Is there any way to determine this shert of digging up the eggs?
Also, how long does it take for green sea turtle eggs to hatch? Perhaps
I could dig around after the expected hatching date to look for eggs shells,



George Balazs
Suutﬁweat Fisheries Center Honolulu Laboratory
Page 2
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We visited Swains Island in early December but observed no turtle
activity, The people also reported no nesting of turtles last season.

That's all for now. Tell Dick we were diving with a big gilant

grouper on the "Rockpile" on Taema Bank last week. I hope vou can both
get down here thias year. Take care.

Sinw .LQ}U#‘S/

DAYID TTANO



Sighting Information s TURTLE and SEAL

Animal sighted (eircle) : . s

Number of animalg: | _Type, 1f lmown: a5
Date: Au.g._ﬂfn ""?J'? Observer: /5. // brgey foy

= Address & phone
Time: A4 ™

(optional)_ome? Fu sz A,
Location:_ L4 : 3 2o

Observed from(circle): shore; boat(name: S« ¢ Ca faw )4
while skin or SCUBA diving{on surface or at feet desp).

Estimated size(length): 3 2 c v dnoore,’ ¢ arapecs
COMMENRTS: (color pattern; injurles: scar patterns; tumors;
flipper tags:present Y/N, tag color, and if readable tag nua—
bar; bleach marks (number/letter) ; behavior; and weather.
Auwimial was _'fi.r'fi-l"'ﬁdf fﬂiu pad é{‘:ﬁfiv' B esate
w el T“ -;’mji"f ¥ shore atue . Te el

; # s rera i'"rf-r'f-r.,f
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 DEPARTMENT OF MARINE & WILDLIFE RESOURCES

AMERICAN SAMOA GOVERNMENT :
P.O. BOX 3730
PAGO PAGO, AMERICAN SAMOA 98798

TEL: { 684 ) 633-4456
FAM: ( 684 ) 633-5944

PETER T. COLEMAN HEMNRY SESEPASARA
Governor 24 HNovember 1992 Director
GALEA'| P. POURELE PHILIP LANGFOAD
Lt. Governor Deputy Director

George Balazs
NMFS, HNOAA

Southwest Fisheries Center
2570 Dole Street
Henolulu, HI 96822-2396

Dear George,

I have enclosed an autopsy report on a hawksbill that died
last week along with some barnacles, leeches?, and a surface
parasite with some of the skin where it was attached. Peter and I
figured you would know what they were or where to send them for
identification. I also took some slides of the egg mass in the
event they may prove of value. Are there any tissues that you
would be interested in from future autopsies? Do you know of any
simple test for ciguatera toxins in turtle tissues, short of
feeding it to the neighbor’s cat?

Shortly after 1 January (I‘1ll be in the states over Xmas) I
will send you an annual report of our turtle tagging efforts. We
tagged 6 greens on Rose in September plus a couple of hawksbills on
Tutuila. We also recaptured one of our tagged hawksbills so have
some growth and welght data for i+

We finally mist-nette” rirst flying fox--difficult to work
in this terrain--ans quip it with a transmitter shortly.
Things are goir -e=~having a lot of fun exploring and
learning nes . plants and animals.

Maha” ..

Sincerely,

)4

Gilbert 8. Grant
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DEPARTMENT OF MARINE & WILDLIFE RESOURCES

AMERICAN SAMOA GOVERNMENT
P.O. BOX 3730
PAGO PAGO, AMERICAN SAMOA 96799

TEL: { 884 ) 633-4458
FAX: ( 884 ) 833-5944

A P. LUTALI RAY TULAFONO
Governor Director
TALESE P. F, SUNIA PHILIP LANGFORD

Lt. Governor 19 January 1993 Deputy Director

George Balazs

NMFS, NOAA

Southwest Fisheries Center
2570 Dole Street

Honolulu, HI 96822-21396

Dear George,

I have enclosed our "annual report" of turtle tagging data, a
modified autopsy report for our first hawksbill, and an autopsy
report on another stranded hawksbill.

The autopsy of the adult hawksbill (died 17 Nov. 1992= #92-11-
17) had a few omissions. Her lungs contained air so she probably
did not suffer from a net or other type of forced submergence. The
reddish worms were in the foregut region and net down at the bottom
of the stomach (pyloric sphincter region). They seemed to be
loosely attached to the walls of the upper GI tract. We did bury
the carcass in my back yard so we can retreive the humerii (if
still suitable for aging in the dried state), We had a reported
nesting turtle on Tutuila over Xmas--will carefully check site in
early February. I marked several nests on Rose last September with
PVC pipes so hope to find those and do a nest analysis when I next
go out there (? April).

I have included a slide of the carapace notches on the second
hawksbill for your usage.

Thank wvou.

Sincerely,

4
' gt
L
f

Gilbert 5. Grant



Subject: Hawksbill Turtle autopsy § 92-11-17

Length : 92.0 om CCL, B6.5 cm SCL
Sex : Female
No tags nor tag scars waere present

At about 17:30 on 17 November 1992 Sao Veligigone encountered
a large Hawksbill Turtle Eretmochelys imbricata in Pala Lagoon,
near Tafuna, Tutuila, American Samoa. It appeared to have little
motor control. Sao tried unsuccessfully to push it back out into
desper water in the lagoon. It died shortly thereafter and was
loaded onto a truck and taken to Pepper Trail’s house. It was
transported to DMWR and packed on ice.

An autopsy was performed on 18 November 1592 by Peter Craig
and Gilbert 5. Grant. No fresh external injuries were found other
than a small (about 1 cm X 3 cm) scrape on its plastron which may
have occurred when it was being loaded onte the truck. An external
parasite (saved) along with a piece of skin tissue was removed from
the dorsal surface of its left femur, in a fold under the carapace.
A small piece of ventral skin with attached barnacles was saved for
identification. An old healed fish? bite wound was found on the
distal edge of its left hind flipper. No papilloma tumors were
found externally nor internally in its gastrointestinal tract.

About 20 parasites (leeches 7) lightly attached to the wall of
the upper GI tract were found in its lower esophagus, cardiac
sphincter, and upper stomach (specimens saved for later
identification). Coral fragments were found in its stomach and
intestines (saved). No plastics were encountered. Heart, lungs,
and liver appeared healthy. Air was present in the lungs--thus she
did not drown. We counted 1182 ova (ranging in size from 11 to 20
mm in diameter). None of the ova were surrounded by albumen or
shells. Numerous white dots were present on the mesentery
surrounding the ova--colonies of bacteria?

The large number of ova encountered is about twice the predicted
number of eggs laid in a nesting season. A blackened, slightly
hardened mass about the size of 5 eggs was present among the ova.
This may have been ovarian tissue or a tumor. In addition, some
ova had dark coloration covering about 20 % of their surface area.

Even though the turtle had no significant food items in its GI
tract, it did not starve to death. She had fatty deposits stored
within her mesenteries near the small and large intestine.



Ha=-1-17

In conclusion, no cbvious cause of death could be ascertained.

Gllbert 8. Grant
DMWR, P.O0.Box 3730
Pago Pago, Am Samoa 96799



Subject: Hawksbill Turtle Autopsy #92-12-01

Length: 53.5 om, CCL
Sex: Female

No tags nor scars were present

At about 11:00 on 1 December 1992 a man was seen carrying a
Hawksbill turtle from the Pago Pago harbor opposite Marist School,
Leloaloa, Tutuila. We arrived shortly thereafter and confiscated
the turtle. It was dead and had probably been dead for about a
day.

Peter Craig and Gilbert S. Grant performed an autopsy on 2
December 1992. HNo external injuries were evident. The turtle was
oozing a small quantity of blood from its cloaca. Air was present
in the lungs (probably did not drown). No plastics were found in
its GI tract. Fat deposits were present. No internal parasites
were found. The ovaries were small with individual ova beadlike
and less than 1 mm in diameter.

Orange sponge was found in the foregut and hindgut. Samples
were saved for later identification. The GI tract was literally
full of food--obviously did not starve to death. The only obvious
irregularity was the tremendous amount of blood in the liver. A
slice through the liver resulted in copicus blood flow. In humans,
hemorrhaging in the liver is often associated with a blow to the
liver or certain viral infections. Speculation: it is possible
that the turtle was captured by a fishing vessel and tossed
overboard as boat entered harbor--the impact of the turtle with the
water may have produced this internal bleeding.

The other observation of interest was the presence of 3-4
notches of regular shape on the edge of both sides of the carapace
near the posterior margin--suggestive of some type of captive
marking effort. Thus this turtle may have been in captivity at
some point in its life--several photos of pattern were taken.

Gilbert 8. Grant
DMWR, P.0. Box 3730
Pago Pago, Am. Samoa 96799
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Lobby Desk
P.0O, Box pes PAGD PAGO
AMERICAN BAMOA 96759

833=5236 or 4032
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PPG-0L

ToLA TOUR

Tour procesds through town, passing
the Docks: aod maln shopping ceoter,
Conrt Houee and Market Place, Bomer-
set Maugham based his short story "Rain”
oo Pago Pago and the tour pagses Sadie
Thompeon's old boarding house bofore
continuing arcund the eod of the harbor
towgrde the Eastern tip of the island,

The camers enthusiast will be dellphted
at the opporfunities offered him whils
driving past typleal South Ses beaches
and little Samonn Villages towards Taln,
16 miles along:the soast.

The islands of Americah Bamon benofit
from B vast educational television gys-
temn, and the local TV station produces
tp to 60 taped lessons o week, On occa-
sions vialtors are given the chance to
watch a class in progress,

Heturn via the same road to the Hotel,

Fromt PAGO PAGO RATNMARKERHOTEL

Operatas: Daily = 8:30 a0m, & 1. 30p, o,

Dirrnbions 2 houra

Rate: Per car, 1to 4 pereons - g3t
Eeat=in=-car, $10.60 pér person

PPE-02

AMANAVE TOUR

Tour passes Department of Education
and TV Studios, Lee Anditorium and Ad-
milntatration buildings and out of the
harbor towards the Western tip of the
{gland, Aler & short side-trip to the
L.B,d, Troplcal Medigal Center, the
tour pontlimes elong the beantifol conat-
line, paselbg many picturesque boaches
apd spectacular mountaln ranges,

: The road then goee Inland glving toar
members the opportunity to soe Szmoan
village Tilé gt first hand, and reaches the
Sea wpain st Leose, former caplial of
Samoa,  Contloge alomss the cosst to A-
manave and réfurn via the besutifal vil-

Twze of Vel Tarroud
gnd tartls l:'.:I“J an {ta-Blesk lays cliff g=
bove the 588,  then rojoln the main road

besk lo Pago: Pagn,

From: PAGD PAGODRATSMARER HOTEL

Dperaten: Dally - 9:3d-n,m, & 1.30p,im.

Duration: 3 hours

Rale; Ter car,- 1 io4 poreons = 543,00
Seat=in-car, $12.565 por PETSE00N

e




PRG-0d
PAGO PAGO SHOPPING
&84V AREA TOUR

Tour passes through town where visi=

tors cansec the main landmarks of Pago
Pago,
American Ssmoa & the Duly-TFree
ahopper's delight, with prices well below
gy in the Pacific, Perlume, jewelry,
witches, radios, tape recorders, record
players, eameras, these are the bargains
not to be missed, and the tour stops off
at the dquty—{res. shops At your coo-
ventence,

Stope: are aleo made ot saome delightful
loogl shops for souvenir hunting. The
ceremoninl Kave bowl band hawn -odtof
aplece of wood, the unlgque Bamoan Taps
clotha (the besten Inney Tim of the bark
of the Mulbarry tree), wood carvings,
besatifol shell neckleces and the [amous
fabrics  designed with the Samosn wood
blpoks are all svalinble In these oolorfl
shopa,

The four also makes w stop at Kovea
Houea which olfers some unique Koresn
novilties iothose with an eyve for the un-
usual,

From: PAGO PAGD RAINMARERHOTEL
Operates: Daily at times to be arranged
Duration: 2 Houra
Rator Per car= $3L.00

per person = $10.60

. -

PPG-04

NIGNT CLUB TOOR

Tour stops at several typical "'South
Gea" bars and night clobs, including
Tepatasl Terrace, Tumua Palace

and Bvalani's Carbaret. There is also
# gtop -at Boll's Restaurant or Horb

& gla's to see a Polymesian Floor
Bhow. Thres free drinks incbhoded

From: PAGD PAGD RATNMAKER HOTEL
Operated: Friday & Satorday evening
& pemm,
Minlmum of 2 persons,
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Samoan Leader

" By Robert Trumbull
. @ N.Y. Times Service

HONOLULU — Prime Minister
Eti of Western Samoa

his government to take &
the current international

among Western in-

thropol Caver sexual prac-
mm&; :ﬁﬂa balmy South FE:H‘.I:

The prime minister, wvisit
here the other day, said he

“of Dr. Mead's description

ficial encouragement of

of sexupal permissiveness
sSamean villagers in her lm
“Coming of Age In Samoa.” The
controversy flared internationally
with the recent publication of Dr.
Freeman's hook, “Margaret Mead
and Samoa: The Makin

H}nﬁ mhtnh he wigoronsly

= ¥ Iﬂ! w
tes Dr. Mead, who died in

dis
155

The Samoan leader with
Freeman's rebuttal to Dr. Mead's

Looks at

high value on the virginity of
unmarried daughters, whose insu-
lation from arital sex  was
ﬁe“ watehful ik

surmised that

aTI:I lmmﬁbeﬂwed young guuhnn
HOILE ago, may have
Deen misied E::;Sm of language
difficulties.

Tofllau was born S8 years ago
in American Samoa, but p.;rew up
in Western Samoa. The Dan

e

q the Mead-Freeman Fuss

Upsetting economic and social
Ew‘:.-ienﬂ ave overtaken the is-

nds that Hobert Loduls Steven-
son, who is buried on a hilltop
near Apia, the capital, once called
1 e and sunny heaven.”
There have been many changes
gince then, but the islands are
sHll sunmy.
" One problem |5 fdle and restless
puth. The suicide rate among

psbirn Samoans between the

=z of 16 and 24 15 said 1o he the

st in the world for that

bracket. Tofilau attributed t
gubride problem to the frustration
o e St
E:lnl thmm of Wm

ducation and urban surround-
ings.

BELIEVING THAT young Sa-

maans would profit from -3 dose
of military discipline, the prime
minister & ed military

thorithes here with a
the United States Army
i 'h_ra;:v:h of its Hﬂerve

Training Corps in his country.
The American reaction was
partly favorable. An  Army
an =aid it would not be
‘H&tg 121’“"1’ an element of
Wt a foreign country,
but added that & Tequest E
g

a‘ﬂ-
al for

g&t up
Officers

Western Samoa for hel
lishing o military ird
gram of its own would be
every dtlention.”

“Primarily, what ] have in
mind is for our YOungsters to

have the benefit of dlsct-
pline while in mh%
said, addimg, *1 don't think we

asition to have
inancial consid-

will ever be in a
an army, due to
eratlons.”

On ta office lasi Dec. 30
Todilau ted a shaky finan-
cial situation. The small nation
has incurred staggering foreign
debts and is beset by inflation.
shortages and unemployment. A
United Nations economic body re
cently llsted Western Samon a8
the neediest of the oewly inde-
pendent South Pacific states, and
one of the poorest countries in
the whole Asian-Pacific region.

Tofilau sald he was: irying to
turn things around with such
ptringent austerity MEeAsOTes 55 &
12month wage freeze for goVern-
ment employees, devaluation of
the currency by about 20 percent
and strict controls on imports.




Talofal Visit Amercan Samoa, where the smilles are as
genuine and warm as the South Pacific sunshine.

Convenient Air Service

As a domestic gateway to the United States, Ameri-
can Samoa is the least expensive air route to and from
the South Pacific. Frequent jet service connects Ameri
can Samoa and Hawali. A wide choice of camiers offer
easy connections 1o most major destinations in the
continental d.5., Alaska and Canada, Travel from
American Samoa to other areas in the South Pacific is
alsa convenient, with a choice of several established
regional air carriers.

AMERICAN

SAM QA

AMERICAN

SAMOA

Where Polynesia began
and the South Pacific DE"‘U.‘H‘-.




American Samoa

The e to fa'a Samoa...
the u?:rtmwﬂd generous Samoan Way.

The people of Samoa have a long history of
greeting strangers to their shores. In 1722 the
Dutchman, Jacob Roggeveen, sighted the Sarmoan
Islands. Then in 1900 the American flag was raised
over American Samoa.

Today it is a place where visitors are lavishly
received. Une senses the people’s pride as they share
the uniqueness of their island home with
newcomers. Visitors are proudly invited to witness
examples of the rich Samoa culture, be it govern-
ment affairs or village life. And everywhere you will
hear the traditional warm greeting, “Afio mai.”
“Welcome to our island home.”

The gateway to breathtaki
beau?; andjarumrentuare. -

Pago Pago, the famous port-of-call for vessels
traveling throughout the South Pacific, remains the
mast beautiful natural deep water harbor in all of
Palynesia. And this is only the beginning of Samoa’s
natural splendon Here you will find lush green hills
and tropical mountains rising majestically from
serene shorelines, cascading waterfalls plummeting
into dark fresh water pools and sunny palm
fringed beaches. Such beauty provides the ideal
backdrop for a vast array of recreational activities —
excellent deep-sea fishing, skin diving, golf, tennis,
and duty-free and handicraft shopping.

The gateway to Polynesia

American 3amoa is the starting place for
exciting discoveries of the many Islands of three
South Seas nations, Western Samoa, the “Cradle of
Polynesia” is only a 20-minute plane trip away.
Fiji, with its mysterious firewalking natives and
endless silk-sand beaches, and Tonga, Polynesia's
last kingdom, are less than three hours away by air
from Pago Pago. Come to the islands of American
Samoa to begin your Polynesian vacation
| experience.

: Situated oo tee island of Tetuils b Beautill,

Fagn Page Harbouwr Polmesia’s mosl
profected desp-water part.
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- ===
'r_f-'m-rmnm ® by Honolulu Advartiser,

H_i}' Flovd K. Takeuchi -
Aduertiser Editorial Wriler

Coritroverey  has been a way of life for Sa-
mdans in Hawaii, even before the first major
exodug of the Polynesian islanders reached these
ghores 31 vears on a Navy freighter.
 The President Jackson ht over 900 Sa-
moans, many of whom were its of the
famous "Fita-Fita Guard,” men who served in a
special unit in the pre-integrated Navy.

Territorial officialz, however, first hoard of the
Jackson's impending arrival from re-
poris, and there wes a flurry of concern that the
newcomers would be a drain on the local econo-
:ﬂrmamialhﬂlmeynﬂhtmnhmhhﬁskm
regIdents.

\IN THE years since, things haven't changed
much. Samoans for the most remain oirtside
of mainstream . And despite the fact
there are now - and third-generation Sa-
mparis ving here, they still are viewed by some
as being * grants” rather than the “res-
dents" that many of them are,

- Indeed, being a Samoan in Haweii, saye Salu
H. Reld, “means you receive a lot of serutiny
from the public.” Reid. who came on the Jack-

in 1952 and now is close to finishing her
torate in education at the University of Ha-
vowaill, i ofien asked “Howt did -wvowo pet to-speak




e —— e e = T L T T o - ———— - - E R Y

Ll

torial, commentary, business secti&nG;

mnmm Mnmqﬂﬂuﬁmm Hl‘l'&ﬂ'ﬂﬁ

ntegration difficult

Lk T ' demonstrated they can nrﬁamm the vote have
clout, they get listened to.”

THE SAD IRONY about Samoans in the.
United States ig that they may well be more
patriotic than many other Americans

=ave Hannemanm: “Amerlcan Samoa . |5 prob--
ably the only place thal celebrates endence.”
That happens yearly during Flag Day cere-
monies. The flag, of course. i& the stars-and-

Large numbers of young Samodans, men and
women, join the armed services. “[ think almost
everyone in Eammhaﬂmmmnewhumtu
the military,” savs Sergeant First Class Teutusi
Satele, a 12-year Army veieran ae-mgged to the
Intelligenice Paclfic Command at CIN:

The services provide a chance to leave .the
1slande. and 'can ‘glve a young man of wmmn i
gkill. Sergeant First Class Seu Togia, with the
Army's 26th Divizon at Schofield Barracks, be.
lioves “there is.a lol of opportunity for. thosg
without much money.” Like many others, Togi
plans to return to American Samoa when
rt-t:rea to “build a home and open a little busi-
ness.'

Lai Faleafini Jr., whose father wags a Fita-Fita,
served in the Marines. 5o did his older brother,

wha Aled dn Wisdmam Tha moilitace Rasibaees
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DEFAHTMENT OF MARINE & WILDLIFE HESGUHCEE

AMERICAN SAMOA GOVERNMENT
P.0. BOX 3730
PAGD PAGD, AMERICAN SAMOA 96799

TEL: | 684 ) 633-4456
FAX: { 684 ) 633-5844

PETER T. COLEMAM

Governos
GALEAT P, POUMELE 5 February 19%2 PHILIP LANGFORD
Lt Governor Deputy Director

George Balazs

U.S5. Department of Commerce

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
National Marine Fisheries Service

Southwest Fisheries Center Honolulu Laboratory
2570 Dole St. Honolulu, Hawaii 96822-2396

Dear Geao

information that you reguested about

Bonnie. help you. Her address is

I hope it will

Bonnie Ponwith
cfo Bruce Ponwith
Box 148 Cleveland
Phona: (507) 9

ked to Peter about your interest in the Sept.-Nov. Rose
trip. We are not sure if it will be financially possible to plan
a trip for the above time period. He will keep you posted,

because I may be leaving for graduate school in August at
Sacramento State.

Fa'afetai tele,

WLL, Lok - Buclll

Nataaha Tuato'o-Bartlay
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AMERICAN SAMOA

AMERICAN SAMOA

—Modern History

The islands of American
Samoa were unknown to the
western world until 1722
when the Dutch navigator
Jacob Roggeveen sighted
Tau, Ofu and (Mosega in the
Manua group. But it is
generally assumed that all the
Samoan islands had been
inhabited for well over 2,000
years! Tradition has it that
Tutuila, American Samoa’s
main island, was subordinate
to Upolu, Western Samoa's
most populaled island, and
that troublesome chiefs were
hanished from Upolu to
Tutuila.

ome greal names of early
Pacific exploration visited
American Samoa in the 18th
century. The Frenchman
Bougainville was there 46 vears after
Roggeveen, In 1787 La Perouse was
anchored off Tutwila when his

s &--a;.

Stunning beaches like the gem
pictured here dot the rugped
shoveline of the lands of

American Samoag.

second-in-command, de Langle and
11 of his men were massacred by the
Samoans. And Captain Edwards of
HMS% Pandora called twice in 1791
in zearch of the Bounty mutineers.
The Christian missionaries, the
Rev, John Williams and the Rev.
Charles Barff, of the London
Missionary Socety, landed in 1830,
Pago Pago harbour, which was
discovered for the Europeans in
1836 by Captain Cuthbert of the
British whaler Elizabeth, became a
lar berthing place for whalers.
Rivalry developed between
Britain, Cermany and the United
States over the Samoans but
agreement was reached in 1889,
giving Western Samoa to Germany
and American Samoa to the United
States, with Britain obtaining
concessions  from  the Germans
elsewhere. The US flag was raized in
Tutuila in 1990 but it was not until

1960 that the territory received its
first constitution.

The first civilian governor took
over control from the US MNavy in
1951 and governors were appointed
from that date by the Americans
until Movember, 1977, when Peter
Tali Coleman, a Samoan, became
the first elected governor.

_ American Samoa today has lost
its strategic value but has gained in
importance on the economic scenc
being one of the biggest US fishing
bases in the Pacific. The two fish
canning factories in Pago Pago, the
capital, sccure for the Samoans a3
ve:‘;‘;»r favourable trade balance,
merican Samoans are becoming
more and more Americanised but
they retain their ancient culture
which is never likely to be swamped
by American culture, The United
States” policy of keeping 'Samaoa for
the Samoans’ is designed (o retain a
homogeneous society,

While most Samoans in American
Samoa live in rural communities,
Pago Pago houses nearly 11,000
people, more than a third of the
territory’ s raial nopulation




The
Rising
of the

PICTURES BY DON COLE AND
STORY BY SHARI COLE

Appraising their catch by
lantern light. two young
Somoans show the fruits of
their night's work. But when
it is a delicacy like palolo
even o tiny catch is good to
have.

It ii];ﬁ:lg mthaahii scarcity

ma art grow
fonder.

SE.mDan caviar, anyonar You
cannat order if from the grocer; you
have to catch it yourself. For two or
three nighiz each October, people
in Samoa have a good excuse to
get up at two or three in the
motning  and wander around In
waist-desp water carrying lanterns
and dragging sheer curtain
material or mosguito netting. The
object of this festival lunacy i the
reproductive  half-of-a-worm, the
palolo, architect of coral reefs, The
tiny palelo rize, when moon and
tide are right, to exchange
reproductive cells which become
free-swimming coral paolyps.
Fecple rise, when those who know
zay the moon and Hde are right, to
exchange advice on where and
hew to net the ellusive palolo.
Somaetimes the catch is plentiful
and the palolo firm. At other times
the rize is amall, or the palolo
dissolve into slime in the carrying
buckst, or the current carries most
of them into deep water. Whether
vou like the flavour or not, palolo
are a delicacy for the sheer effogt
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March 29, 1977

Mr. George H. Balazs

University of Hawaii

Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
Coconut Island

P.0. Box 13486

Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744

Dear Mr. Balazs:
It was indeed a Fléasure to be able to see you again. Your book
or gift was send to me "Hawaii's Seabird Turtles & Seal in Color" is

genuinely appreciated and I literally devoured the whole book the minute
[ received the envelope.

Thank you again for the book. Hope to see you and your wife in
the near future. Your book is very colorful and beautiful. Well, take
FrLE 2,

care and God bless you and your wife,
j .r"i:} ’i)
TONY TL{ BROWM

Acting Resident Manager

TTB/1r

633 =4241
633 =-4033



AMERICAN SAMOA

American Samoa's fiesl ehecied leader, Govamaor Peler Tall Coleman
with his deputy, Liculenant-Governor Tulele F, Llamsiua
his pradecessor, H, Aex Les

(i and

HOW ALMIGHTY
UNCLE SAM’S

DOLLAR?

Cerapdinn historien and wnfversity lectorer B Jin Bourilier wox
fest dhar fﬁu;r'ring I fix r.l'r.w:rip.rirm -n_||I' {evararm im feasr J_f.lr.l'."': PIAL,
Beie there are rwo sldes fo e Americas presedce o e Pacific,
K Bl I;.-.lm"nu':u. i H'ir.n’.lr'.lrlq.l.'m Df'.l'plk._n'.l-'. II'|':I|.-.'.I|'J-|'ri'I' Fiuia WIcarel ey

ferd wvear in Artericon S,

Dr Jim Bowiibier’s impressions
ol dggne aaid e Awierican
Dreaer suggest  that  the
A merican CEpErieme in
Digeanin and Pacilic BEasl Ase
is gmte of polygiot populutions
and crss commerculsm. Bur
aving  recently  spent fwin
months iy Amerssin Samoa. |
find Americu's presence thepe
16y B oocorn witls two skdes, war-
tished on ane side hal shiny on
L asther.

The tarnished side resembles
his description of Apana, one
thiat enn be Jpp]'tr:d |.'-:.|;uu.|]].' o
Pago Pago. The speclacular
harhour — ance the reason for
AMErica’s Presence in Sama
is now Anged with quick-food
takeaways, a plethor of shops
selling cheap Korean, Taiwai-
eae and Jopanese possds, and o
sebection of honky-tonk bars
dispensing Schlitz and (Hym-
pii beer impotted direcdy from
Californin,

The winding coastal road
around the hay is crowded with
mogor vehicles and lilered with
heer cnns, candboard boxes and
paper w[uppin!;x. the evidence
of moedern civilisation, And the
easierm sade of the hirboor still

20

suppiorts the stench of luna
being  processed ol two
American canneries.

Ciiven this sheddy develop-
ment and the prochivity of the
marist  drnde winds o drop
& 350mm of rain on Pago Pago
By eoch year, it is nod dillicull
wr  pppreviate e flse im-
pressioms drawn by travellers
wha take one look ui the har-
bour through e pain and cach
the next plane e Wesiern
Sintoa,

The turnish runs deeper than
lbrst i pressiiis, however, and
one must pel o koow  the
Bamoans in order o wnder-
stind the Amercan expericnce
there — und o apprecile e
miore elusive shiny side.

Cine Lhing  soisn becomes
orbvioags, The Samasns, i JUSE
eriel, have adopied o lifesiyle
that &5 dependent on  the
Amernan dollor, especilly the
clesllr that Mowes direcdy Troam
Washingumn W support & terri-
torial povernment thal now
empleys roughly 40% of the
wirk-lurce, The ALY 5% Ty,
amd the wiges are nelatively
high.

Crome from the main island is
any semblance of o viahle

dgrivulivre. Young people are
il innerested in fending 2 1ane
i b Fﬂ.:lul.'ml.ln wlien
ey ciun get povernment johs
Phat pay imcn day whial it takes
theie conising i week or meere i
cartn i Western Samaoi. The
h'rrihlr:.- i||1|'-r-r|:q. Frapimies,
although banana irees. grow
sepled all over Tt slancd,

Another lure away from the
:I':m':il_l.- lieriedl 1% 1'r|.'nfr HCERE [4
Hawaii and the U5 mainland,
where wo-thairds of  all
American Sumaans now live
Salinesn 5 P ."'u.ul'll.r-rll:l.|-.r].:_l.l,
the president of the American
Ramon Semte;, as 14 children,
T ool whiom live in the Sttes,

“To tell you the truth,” &n
American  olficial  conlided
cynically. “these istands are
lietle mure than a haby Factory
for Havenii pnad Coliforni, ™

In the absence of s many
voung Americian Sameans, the
pslapds lave been invaded by
Western Samoans and Tongans
:-.l.:._tn:h.|ny_ [usr ;ul‘m amd  rela-
tively high wages, The lop
Amernean  Samoan  muosical
groups  new  performin
Honolulu and San [iego, while
the hunds o1 the Raoinmuker
Huolel and Soli™s Restaurand are
likely o bz from Tongs and
Apia, respectively.

| work kere because | €an
make much more MmNy Saaid
a young Western Samoean. Bl
lcan hardly wait uniil | become
o anral and pe home, s so
peacelul and guiel over there.”

The infux of other slanders
competing for jobs has cansed
the pevernment b enlonse -
migration resirictions  which
allow pon-American Samoans
only six months af o Bme in
Amerscan Saonca. | loend these
resiretians FIII.|'|5II,:|I1II.I'|:" Emli.r!g
o the Western Samosns, who
are chwsely relited i many re-
specls o e Siamaans  on
Americon s,

“Ir lI:.u:,' wilnl o L peeve fe-
futions with our povernement,
they must remove Lhose cragy
permits” on elderly Western
Suroan weld ore one morning
on the Terry between Upulu
aind Savai'i, “Lrs stupid 1o el
s we can’l o and live with our
brothers nnd sisters.™

Huch a sestrsction alio qay
g:l![ soane Americans who see
“0id E':I-::-r_\"' !'I}'inE over the air-
peut terminal o remind them
that they are on American terris

wry. Adler all, i's vunsli-
tutionally cuestionable wnder
American  law whether any
powermnenl,  aclin sndder
authorty of the Llnited Stiles,
it enclode an American from
i American Wrrilory.

Jake Kinp, the editor of the
oolorful Ko News,
losight o long legnl buide w
pvoid hemng evicted from the
islanads. The termtorial povern-
menl eveniwaily dropped (e
cide, apparently  feuaring an
achverse US court fuling would
throw the regulation off the
books insofar a5 it applics 1w
Americun Cihzens,

Thewe regulations are 0
cilect because of the American
Sumoa Clovernmeni’s pelecy
which has Washingion's ap-
proval  — ol maintiining
“Rumon For the Samaans™,

Mot only are Aniencuns os-
iensibly  prohibited  from
remaining in Anterlcan Samon
bevond  six months - without
conthicls o work  for the
Government oF MAarriages o
Samoan vitizens, they ane ot
allowed toewn lond or o carry
it a busines without Samoun
nartmers,

Cwpership of all but &
minuscule  fraction  of  ihe
islands has hesn preserved in
the Spmoin fxmilies sifee the
treaty ceding the lerritory to the
Uniteed Sties wos signed in
| S0,

“11 the lind was open o sale
I Amercn cilizens, twen the
Rockefellers omd the Fosds
could come in ond buy i up. [t
wonild be gone, and we would
be just another Hawaii," says
Senator Salanoa, who oppaoaes
any - form - of slatehnod  for
Awericon Samod, "l Howai,
the politicnl power nests with
ihe Japonese, the money with
the Chinese, and the land with
the  Americans.  The o
Hawaiians have nothing,”

ITone tskes tme Lo fummage
around the modern legistative
huilding, whera Senatnr
Salanon’s office commands a
view of the Pago Pago water-
fronl, or w walk vp W the
povernior's mansion overlook-
ing the harbour, he will find
mosl  day-lo-day  decisions
being made by Samdans - mol
Amicricans,

Cisvernor Feler Tali
Codeman, the som of a perlagi
father nmd Samoan mother,
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wears rised i the islaps, eduen-
led in Washington, and served
i the fute 19505 a5 appointed
governor. He was elecied o
wlfice in Movember 1977 after
the American Samoans ngreed,
living disapproved U proqe
esitien lour limes previously,
I eleet their own governor,

In kKeeping with Samoan cus-
tom, members of the wpper
howse of the Jegislabune  are
claosen by the mravars, while Lhe
lower house members  are
chosen by popular election.
This blewrding of Samoan and
AMETicAn ways represenis the
vtk of many  Samoan
leaders, who persistently em-
phasise  their  mtention o
“adopl the best of ihe new
wiile keeping the besi of the
o™,

The best of the new, al least
m eems of malerial comifion,
it be found an Coconut Poing,
A narrow peninsule of palm-
Iringed coral that looks down
Tuerwila's sonth coast toward
Rainmaker Mountain and the
cnlnee o I"‘.]Eu F“E“ har-
B,

LUoconul Point is lined with
the  homes  of American
Sumeas newly-alliuens, wes-
fernised meddle closs, Govers
ner Coleman's family home, 1o
which hie often expressed a de-
arg {0 reiurn rather than run
for El!l'r-tmq:-r. sits on the end of
the peimi

Mext door o Coconul Point
iv the willage of Nuwsli,
Putwily's largest, where | lived
ina“hurncane house™ — one of
the  buildings that replaced
omes ravaged by the hur-
ricang  of %8, Unlke the
inkempl arca around  Pago
Pago, MNuw'uli &5 sporlessly
maintained, Paimied boolders
lie along its sealed main sirezt,
which is bordered by immac-
lately proooed yards.

1 had lived in Noewuli less
than a week when the village
chiel came by to implore me 1o
val my overgrown prass. [ was
am evesore, he said,

Muw'nli his & lovely swim.-
ming beach, but the wearing of
shorts pmad bikinis there — in
deference Wy Samoan cusloms
o dress — b8 sigicily Forbidden.
Linhke on  Tahii, where
Furopean women Wourisis ane
iikely 10 rum around topless a)
Hae drop ol a alver wp, o such

'5'5 i

behaviour 15 tolepated  in
Amerwn Samoi.

Alsin kl'."E‘Fl'rﬂg with Siiaoann
cusloim,  Sundays are sicro-
sanct, The son o K, William
Connes, the Chiel Justice of
Amercan Sumaon, was lold in
ne uacerEin lecms Lhil i ”I“E
waE oL permitted on Sundays
Samoans have been knewn 1w
stone Sunday violators, and 3
paramount chiel oace punched
the foreman of a  road-
constmelion crew who insisted
o working on g sunslay afler
a probonged rainy perio,

The reads abong Tulwila's
south coust are used extensively
by the awtomebiles that the
Samonns’ aew alfluence has
cnabdid them o purchase, bt
the motor cir s by no means
king on the islimd. The most
widely-ured Lo of franspor
s the gaily-painted g buses —
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The Governor's Manelon In P p — "d Gl nlof in |
o gome Amerlcans. T, i - ali

s wlten rickery, wooden
bodies buill o the beds of
pickup trucks, They ane Fsi,
convenient,  amd  relatively
cheup, and  mast Sanioan
eatended familics keep af lenst
e the rond duning week-
days, wsing it on Sumdays 1o
transpart Tomily members o
church.

Mol far down the road Trom
Muu'uli is o small shopping
cenlre, American Samo's il
ouiright concession o modern
suthurban, A firge sepeimsarkel
is pwned by three Samoan
brotheis, gach of wham mar-
ried palopd women while they
were  atlending school i
America.

Muosl American Sanonns, re-
pardless of age, hove al least
visiled the States Tor extencled
periods, From thnl esposire,
especially wmong the young,

AMERICAN SAMOA

Are L‘mﬂging.thr new leaders of
Amencan Samos — both i
bsiness and in politics.

Governor Coleman. 59 yeurs
obd, 15 seen by many Samoan
politiciians as an interim gover-
mor, & mah whose experience
with the Federal burepucr
can kesp the funds flowing
Trom Washinglon,  Youn
teaders firied the backbone of
his  successiul election cam-
pitign Last year, especially thoae
Wha saw in him a contineation
of wesiern influenoe.

Adter Governor Coleman's
berm in oflice expines, many of
his young supporiers see him
being succeeded by younper
men of full Samoan Blood, The
leading  prospects mentionsd
by miany of them were Tufele
Lea, the former police chief,
whoe  mow s Lieutenani-
Crovernor, and  Senator Folo
Sunia, a high chiel on Manug
lsland  whe, i 97 ran
unseecessfully for Lisutenant-
Giovernor on a tickel with A, P
Lotali, the werriwry's delepane.
at-large b Washingion. Hoth
Tulele and Fodis were ed seated
in America,

Meantime, Crowernos
Coleman's primary problems
will invelve reorganising and
modernising  the  territoeninl
povernment, which has heen
infused with s¢ much money
over sa sliorl @ tme that il has
had trouble keeping teack of
Fovw it wis all spent.

He will have assistance from
n pew breed of American-
appointed official — and there
still will be 0 few of them
pround Page Pagoe — who are
mwre atlened {0 the amptudes
indd wishes ol the Samnan
prople than were mest of 1he
peelitizal appodntees seng from
Washinglon in the past,

With the exceplicnelH, Rex
Lee, whose accomplishments
as governor from 1961 w 1967
hove made bim a legend in
American Spma, the past saw
a parade of men who were sent
o Pago Fago from Washinglon
us i rewird For poditical support
i el last LS presidential elec-
l1omn,

II' the new American ap-
pevintees are like Chief Justee
¥Connor, things will be con-
siderabdy dilferent, When 1he
Heud of Siate of Western
S, Chiel Malieioa
Tanumafili 1, pad his fir
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eelficial visic 1 Fager Pago an
7T he was Measanily sur-
Prised wlicn MV onnor wel-
tomed him in the Sumaoan
languape,

Governor Lee 1old me that
when he returned as EUNErnor
in 1977w oversee the iran-
sion 1o “home rule”— os iy
Americans call it - he found
many of the Americans waork-
g in the government were
vither  well-intentioned  do.
gooders  ungualified for (e
Jobs they held, or that they had
comte 10 Page Pago because
they did nol “it" clvewhere.

The question of selevting
good people for his adminis.
ration aside, Ciovermir
Coleman must stil) cape with
the cause of American Samog's
Erowing pains maney, To
understand why fMasney jx such
I cause of the terrileny's sncial
problems, one mus look back
in time o b,

Fram the tme sho the
Samonn  chiefs ceded their
islands 10 the United Stajes in
1900 uniil 1951, American
authority in Samoa rested with
the L5 Mavy, which main-
tained a station Pago Pago,
The locul chiels went shont
their busines apd wepse lefi
alone For much of that il
century te conduct their awn
aflairs in their own lashinm.

The mmrf syslenm of chiefs
was et iniace, nll but g sl
Fraction of land wis lofi L e -
munal hands, and justivce was
carried. oul gl fhe willuge
lewel,

The harbour ai Pags Fapa
lost its steategic value when the
auclear age dawned  alier
World Woar 11, and concrol ol
the lomds was Iransfeered o
the US Department of the
Interior in 1951, Unlike Ciuinm,
AMErcIn Samoa now lyas Tittle
military value 1 the United
States, although some officig)s
admit that they weould not wani
the excellans ]:arhnur and fhe
Jetairstrip at Tatunn o fall inje
hostile hands,

The Interior Department dig
lintle to change things in Samoa
until Reader’s Digeys FHET
ran & well-publicised story
abou “Americas Shame in
the South Seas”™ 4 fow ¥eirs
laier

That wrnele descrahed  (he
lack of roads, adequate schogls
of medical care in termis that
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Lokl accuralely describe gon-
ditfons todiuy on e Western
Samoan island of Savaii. Iy
her words, Regdery Mgesr
found o virteellv-uniouched
Fodynesian siely. complere
with thatch huts and subsisg.
caice formng. smiling fces ang
Tew maotor vehicles, Apd that,
by confemperary  American
atandirds, was a “disgrace™,

The American Governmen;
reacied as il often dos when il
allenipts o solve g peroeived
sl prahlem hy throwing
fomney al i,

Along with that money came
H. Rex Lee o bring ahou the
overhaul, Unlike  his prosde.
ossars, Lroverior  Lee had
been 4 career bureavcra with
years. of expersence in pe
Imierios Depariments Buregy
aof Indein AfTirs,

He used fedeeal finangias wid
Lr AUgment a massive elforg by
the Sumoans themselves, =
hid one grear untspped re-
souree,” e el il that
Wik the desire of the Samoun
Pl fe help ihemselves, All
they needed was someonne 1o
shoa them the Wiy "

He guve the idlands seyled
mads,  improved  water  and
electricnl systems, the micslern
Ruinmaker Hotel and a con-
VENLON cenltre, and his pride
dnd joy, a revamped schiool syvs-
lem complete with eductiong)
television, Along with  pelp.
vision came the Fimoas cithle
car acros Pags Pago haebagr,
buill W constrier ang SV i
the  fransmifter atop Mo
Alava

Rewder's Digesr sent its re.
porter huck 10 Uve islands Lage jn
Lee’s term and pronounced the
Lerretory o be " A merica's show.
Placein the South Keas™,

Then came ihe “Great LTS
clely™ domestie programmes
enacled during the presidency
of Lyndun B, Jelinsog, Theese
sovial programmes were gre-
dled e elimimine ierly in
Amerscn, and Hhey were mpgde
dpplicalde o the 1erritories g
pEsssons a5 owell as in the
Brates thenselyves.

Lither progrnmimes followed
during the Mixon administra-
tion, and Mr Mixon'sappoinned
Bovernor, John b Flayddin,
turned on the mongey tp. at
Pagn Pags, Nince American
Sumoa eusily gualitied g 5
ety area under critera ap-

plivable d0 the Stares, i1 hud
tlmost immedinge wocess {0 an
array ol assinpee Prit=
primmes. such us aid W edy-
catvin, - healih pregramines,
aind law-ciloreemen| HETT
AINOE.

{wver the conrse ol five wears,
the territomnl  government's
bedger  prew  from SUSIR
millicens

millions w45

L on

twice the present expendifyre
by the Government of Western
Samoa, which has five times s
My peopde. In - Cloversor
Lew's first year, the hudper was
inmere LISED millign,

And every lime o new firis-
Eravemme wis ndided, 0 new .
feaugricy was esiablished o
administer  fhat PProgran e
lhe povernment payrmll prew
and grew,

As mare and more Samoans
lork jobs with the Bovernment
- wlten aller returning home
frenm. Amsericy they heciine
mere and  more dissgiislied
with the fir'le Smmov custom of
Lirning their earmings over o
the head of their families. They
had leamed 10 ndept western
Wiy, ilwludiuj_.:._ e pussescion
of their own payehecks,

B0 Moy and EX[OsUTe Lo
American wavs has creared 5
how chiss ol young Samcans
who are somewhat leery ol gl
Swnean customs apd definitely
interested  jn gelling  ahend
economically, They run he
Eamut Trom  prodessisils
down b the leenagers who can
be found on the sireeis ol Prgo
Pago it &l hours, WELFINE Wikle

em jeans and  comporing
themselves us they have seen
their  relitives fivieg
America,

Nevertheless, technienl skill.
dmong the young are sad),
lacking, partly hecnuse 2 skilled
Samoan can make three o fiaur
times as much pay in America
45 e can at home. Thit lack o
bocal skill showed np Lasi Yt
when Governor Lee [oung.
Hpon his retumm, el “our fiseal
and secounting syslems and re-
wands are in poor conditlon™

LChowvernor Lee went on o iy
that the government haud “trigd
o do oo much o squickly
withoul proper supervision or
technicn] assisianee”,

Muoney. in ether words, rep-
resenis both the wmished g0
shiny sides of the American
Samonn coin, B has Brougl
about an slmost overmight ac-
epLnee. of American wiys
among large sepmenis of 1he
pepulation, bur i has resylisd
In 4 dependence on Mederal -
Bese and A brepkdown g
Bimcan cusloms, Maney has
enfhled Governor Lee's prize
lelevision slation 1 heam
Anerican MORrEmmes  jns
every home in the islands, copg.
plete with commercial adver-
tisemenis for praduces gither
nel available bocally or far he-
yond  the means of mos

Sagsouns, ; ;
On the other side of the coin.

mioney las given the American
Siumaoans better schooks, bejer
iransporl. and  betier  healih
cire facilities. And it has piven
them the unigue advantage in
the American svetem of being
able 1w determine their own
destinbes,

The Amerncon Governmeni
has made it very clear to the
American Samoans that they
ean become independent, b
they obvicusly have become so
economically  dependent on.
Washington that few woices
can be heard speaking of ol
itical independence,

The choice i rheirs, ot
America's. Whether the cain
beconres shiny on both sides is
a dlecisdon 10 be made in Pago
Page, ot jn Washington,
Liiven  enough  time gnd
calighiencd young leaders, 1
have no doubt but that the
American Samonns will indeed
“adop the best of ihe new
while keeping the beatr of the
obd™.
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AMERICAN SAMOA GOVERNMENT

OFFICE OF MARINE RESOURCES

Decembar 10, 1981

Ir. George H., Balazs

National Marine Fisheris Service
Honolulu Laboratory  *

P.0. Box 3330

Honolulu, Hawall 96812

Dear Genrge:

Henry has asked me to reply to yvour letter of November 30. TYou
asked for our estimate of the extent of subsistence fishing for
turtles in American Bamoa. This 1s very difficult to de without
taking the time (which I don't have) to interview a large number
of fishermen, My best puess iz that the Tutuila fishermen and
the Manu'a fishermen each take about 50 turtles a year (excluding
eggs and hatchings). The catch probably consists moatly of hawks-
bills, While William and our new boat were at Swains Island last
week, a green turtle which had just nested was discovered on the
beach. She was killed and her eggs were dug up, Ome of the 18
inhabitants of the island told William that this was the first
turtle they had caught in the past three years. Tutuila fisher-
men have recently told me that turtles are considerably less
abundant now than they were five yearas ago.

S8ince the taking of turtles will comtinuwe to occur whether of not
the Federal Govermment considers it illegal, Henry and T feel that
regulations should allow the subsistence take (but certainly not
the commercial sale) of a few turtles by Amerlican Samoans, parti-
cularly those living at Swains Island. Undar no circumstances,
however, should the take of eggs or hatchings be allowed. I also
feel that an educational campaign which stresses the need for con-
servation of eggs and hatchlings would be desireable.

I hope these few comments are helpful. We look forward to your
vigit in February and further discussicon on this matter.

TEEE,

DR

RICHARD C. WASS
Fighery Biologist

®¢: Henry Sesepasara

RCW:fas.
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U.B. DEPARTMENT OF COMMENRCE
Watienal Dossnic and Atmospheric Administration

MAT IONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE
Southwest Fisheries Center
Honolulu Laboratory

P. 0. Box 3830

Honolulu, Hawail 96812

Rovember 30, 1981 F/SWC2 ;GHB

Mr. Henry Sesepasara
IMrector, Marine Resources
Government of American Samoa

P 0, Box QG

Pago Pago, American Samps 96799

Dear Henry,

I regret that William Pedro was unable to accompany me on the 10-day
trip to Tokelau. T was able to gather a considerable amount of biological
and ethnological information relating to sea turtles. 1 am sure that
William would have benefitred, as a representative of your pffice,

I would Iike to obtain an estimation from you and your staff on the
extent of subsistence Eishing for green turtles that would occur in Ameriecan
Samea if it were legalized in the manner that is now allowed in the Trust
Territory. Could you give me a similar estimation for hawksbill turtles, and
also, for Tutuila versus the native inhabitants of the Manua Group? For this
purpose, I don't think it would be appropriate to include the Tongan nationals
who, I understand, are gskilled turtle catchers.

From my shipboard discuseions with Wally Thompson last Kovember, I am
inclined to believe that a subsistence exemption for green turtles should
certainly be granted for the 50 or so residents at Swains Island, If my facts
are correct and the people at Swains do indeed have a need and desire to eat
graen turtles, I would be willing te file an exemption petition on their behalf,
Please let me know your thoughts on this important subject.

The chartered supply boat te Tokelau from Apia will probably be making up
to 10 trips during 1982. The route taken will at times be within sighting
distance of Swains Island., I suggested to John Larkindale, the official
Secretary for the Tokelau Office, that it would be nice 1f gtope could occa-
slonally be made at Swains so that relatives and friends could visit. As {t
turned our, this ides was already under consideration and plans are underway to
transmit a request to American Samoa through the proper channels. 1 hope that
it will, in fact, be carried out,

There iz now a reasonably good chance that I will be in American Samoa for
a few days in February using a U.5. Coasg fuard flight, I would like to vigit
Aunuu to learn more about the hawkahi Hﬁé&ﬁiﬂg reported to take place at this
location.

S!BfgrﬂlF- y
/ :

« Balazg
Blologist




HeLL

SHIPS

of the
SOUTH PACIFIC

Life Aboard the Albacore Boats
by Margot Patterson Doss

A Korean tuna boat in Papo Pago Harbor, Amevicas Famrad, [Dv. Jokn W, Dags)

Y:ﬂ.l SEE THEM across the harbor in Pago
Pago, the longliners that serve the two
tuna canneries in American Samoa, Named
for the ten miles or more of fishing lines they
let out each morning before dawn, the Iong-
liners are the rostiest buckets o lover of the
53 can imagine, Short, broad, about twen-
ty-five feel abeam and thirty feet high. dis-
placing at most 300 tons, they fine up on the
far shore like some forgotten rotten row,
Except that there is life aboard. Once in
awhile washing Autters from one, Or some-
one scales fish over the radl,

“What are they? [ asked & local Samoan
the first time I saw them. “Korean boats

maybe," he said. “Maybe Taiwanese. May-
be Japanese.”

All of these answers are partly right, for
the fittle boats were built immediately sfter
World War I by the Japaness for their own
use. After ten years they were sold to
Koreans and Thiwaness who have sailed and
fished them for the last twenty-five years.
The first kongliner under Korean ownership,
finam [, came to Samoa in 1958, As the
market for tuna grew, so did the number of
boats, until there were 254 longliners in the
south Pacific, about two thirds in Korean
ownership, the other third Taiwanese,

To the tourist coming imo Pago Page on

CEAMS



the Oriana or the Pacific Princess, the long-
liners look picturesque, fronted by three
milesof blue water, hacked by the lush green
of Mount Pioa, the reinmaker. In the roman-
tic South Pacific a little rost. a litthe spediness
i5 10 he expected, like wicker chairs, slow
mwving ceiling fans, wind-blows coco-
palens, wd peckoes in the rafters,

Closer at hand there are certainly hand-
somer una boats to admire these days. They
are the big, sleek purse-seiners out of San
Diego, fitted out with sonar, radar, three
direction finders, twosounders (one digital),
g¥ro-compass a5 well as magnetic, thermo-
graph and thermidax, single sideband radio
computing any frequency as well as fixed-
frequency radio, all the safety equipment
that has been invented, a satellite navigator
to give continuous position and a helicopter
on the uppermost deck for spotting fish.
These luxurious purse-sciness are tradi-
tionilly owned by Portupuese-American
families, and there is also a chapel aboard., in
cate scienes should fuil, Housing comfor-
gbly & crew of nineteen or twenty, usually
they contain seventeen wells, three or four
small powerboats, freezing capacity for
L0530 tons of fish, and big purse-seines that
bring in vellowfin and skipjack tuna.

For all their comfort and fancy efficient
equipment, the purse-seiners rarely pet al-
bacore, the choicest of the tunas, Ecologi-
cally speaking, they have another strike
against them: in the past the nets they use to
herd the tuna have also ensnared dolphins,
those charming sea mammals we have rea-
s io beliews can think,

Aye, and there is the rub. Longlining is
the way 1o catch albacore, Longline fishing is
certainly more humane to dodphing and por-
poises, but there is nothing humane about
hife wboard 2 longliner for the fishermen in
ber crew. Some of the longliners are almost
prison shipd. Some could be called slave
ships. Some have certainly been unsea-
worthy. On all of them, down through the
vears, life must have been hell on earth,

Cramped quarters and subluman living
conditions are common to them all. There
is also evidence that keelhauling, tricing
thanging by the heels) and other toriure,
beatings, even murder and mutiny have
been the lot of unfortunate men who found
thermselves in service aboard the longliners.
Think about that next time vou open acanto
mitke your albacose and avocadio salad,

In his concern for the well-being of fisher-
men touching on his shores, Governor Peter
Tali Codeman has circulated among repre-
sentatives of the canneries and Asian boat
owmers a report prepared by Pasior Donald
Baron of the Bible Instinste of Hawaii, ex-
pressing official imterest. It was given to me

SEFTEMBER 1983

by his son, William “Dvke"” Coleman, spe-
il projects coordinator for the government
of American Samoa. Dyke Coleman iodd
it he had witnessed a longhiner capiain beat
up on each of his crewmen individually be-
cuuse they would not unload. They would
not wiload because they had not been paid,
The boat-owning company in turn was refus-
ing to pay them because it was going bank-
rupi.

Reverend Baron's report describes the
conditions of 2,000 fishermen working on
100 fishing boats from Taiwan. During the
week of & December 1981, he went with a
Korean pastor who ministers (0 approx-
imstely the same number of Korean fisher-
men in the longliner Azet. The two men
visited aboard some of the longliners.

“On one of the boats, T'went down to the
place where the men sleep,” Reverend Bar-
on wrade. “Ttis located at the bottom of the
hold and could not have measured more
than twelve by fifteen feet, In this tinmy,
unventilated room sleep most of the eigh-
teen or twenty men aboard, Several days
later, I talked to the man who works for the
federal government and s related to the
American jurisdiction over the seas sur-
rounding American Samoa. He told me o
significamt things. Ome, it is not an infre-
quent thing for one of these unsafe old boats
to just disappear and never return—they are
simply urseaworthy and the seas can often
become quite rough. Secondly he told me of
an incident where he himself was fishing in
his private boat and wis returning after dark
intq Pago Pugo harbor where at adistance he
noticed two large gloss floats, He turned his
boat to that direction to invessigate, only to
discover that there was i Chinese fisherman
clinging to those fioats so weak that he could
et help himsel upout of the water.

“We learned that this man had been afloat
for twelve hours, He had been aboard one of
the fishing boats that was going out to sea for
another three months. When the boat pot
o or three miles offshore, this man, who
could not swim, decided that he could not
toderate another three months on board that
boat s0 he grabbed two floats and jumped
into the water. He was in his underwear and
had on his body two items: One, & Mew
Testament, and in that New Testament,
Twe: a ten-dollar b, "

The first hunt I got that subbuman treat-
ment at sea could, and does happen in our
time, wias one pleasant morming on the way
10 Tula village in the cast end of Tutuila
island. My husband is presently director of
maternal and child health for American
Samoa. Among other duties, he has con-
ducted well-baby clinics in the village and
has sometimes taken me along. Together

with a Samoan docios and five Samsoan
nurses, we were heading in a van along the
cosst highway which runs the length of the
island when we approached Siliataligatu
Point. Nearby onncoral reefwas the hull of a
longliner, 1t was disturbingly close to shore,
“How on earth did that get there? T asked
my Samoan companions.

“Crew got captain drunk one night. He
ran aground &nd all the men escaped.”

“Escaped?”

“They steered inshore so they could get
off that prison ship. One mean captain, that
captain. He beat the men with whips and
chains.”

“Was this a long time ago?” [ asked.

“Last year," they told me.

Shocked, I began to wonder about those
esciped fishermen, Where could they hide?
How could they really escape on an island?
Later I asked a neighboring doctor's wife if
she had heard about this ship sinking.

"Yes, we were here at the fime,” she told
me, “Some of the men were caught very
soon, but a few escaped into villages and
were hidden by the villagers, who took them
in and gave them food and new clothing, I
remember driving along & road and seeing a
Korean man dressed in a business suit, car-
rying acase, but nmning toward us akong the
road as if pursued by demons. He ran, not
like a jogger, but as & man in fear of his life.

“In the next vilkage we learned why. There
we saw a tnickload of men seeking him.
Some were fishing company representa-
tives, some were police with guns. They
were poing info every house and fale looking
behind every wall, every bush.”

"D they catch him ™"

“¥es, We diin't see the capture, but read
in the newspaper that it had huppened. Since
they are under contract to the fshing com-
panics, the men who escape are returned to
the boats, whether they want to go or not.”

The next indication that something was
arniss aboard the longhiners jumped out at
me from & page in The South Seas Dream,
written by London journalist John Dyson,
publishedin 1982 by Little, Brown and Com-
pany. "Today knifed bodies are guite often
found floating in the Pago Pago Harbour., . . .
They tend to be Oriental fishermen.™

I asked an emergency-room doctor if he
knew of this, “Yes,” he said. “There ure
reports in the local news every so often. We
somelimessee worse. A doctorean fell when
# man has been roughed up in a braw] and
when he has been tortured or systematically
beaten. The woumds are different, Both
kinds have shown up in the hospital among
Oricneal fishermen.™

The more | leamned, the more it scemed
like “The Red Record™ all over again. | can
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recall going aboard the muscum ship Hal
cliutha at the foot of Powell Street in San
Franciseo twenty vears ago and reading on
her ‘tacen decks cxhibits reprints from The
Cevanr Seqrian's Jowrnal of 1895: “ Eoce| Ty-
ranmus, The symbol of Discipline on the
American Hellship. A brief resume of some
of the crueltics perpetrated upon American
seamen at the present time 1888 to 1895,

Felix Reisenberg has a pood account of
The Red Record in his book Galden Gare,
(Alred A, Knopf, 1940}, He describes how
union organizer Andrew Furuseth had ap-
pointed Walter Macarthur editor of the pa-
per. “Macarthur had read the laws of the
ancicnts, sea liws first written for the galleys
out of Phoenician ports 900 years before the
birth of Christ. A master might strike a
seaman once if he did not obey, but on
receiving a sacond blow, the man before the
mast was allowed to defend himsell, Civi-
lization was young then, still unhampered by
too many precedents; there was justice in
the old law that time had not altered. A
single bow was still in order to get action;
but nowhere was there reason for reports
that a scaman had been “kicked until insensi-
ble' or beaten with & belaying pin until *his
body was covered with bruises, nmose
broken, several teeth knocked out and his
intermal organs ruined.’

“Because people no more believed such
things possble than did another generation
credit tales of flogging, keel-hauling and
tricing wp [he is referring to Melville's ac-
coamt of the early American Navy in White
Jacker], Macarthur began publishing cases
of cruclty as a supplement to the fournal,
Finally he bound them and had & striking
cover made; blood red, it showed o hand
gripping a belaying pin. The brass belaying
pin and the boot were fo the merchant
marine what the cat o'nine tails and gritings
had been to the naval ships of Melvilles
time. The Red Record listed sixty-three
cies of unpunished brutality at sea. .. "

IKE MacarTruR's resders, [did notwant to

believe such things possible either. Mot

in our time, 1983, S0 1 went looking for some

answers and explanations. First | tried to get
aboard a longliner,

A mutual friend, equally concerned for
the well-being of the fishermen, arranged
for me to meet Mean Jhong Kim, Korean
vice consul and fisheries officer in Samoa,
Mr. Kim holds an advanced degree in ma-
rine biotogy. We went 10 Korea House, a red
and gold landmark so distinctive in Pago
Pago that it is featured on posteards, 1t was
built in 1972 under a lease agreement be-
baeen Samos and the Korea Marine Indus-

try Development Corporation after avisit 1o

L)

Pago Pago of Park Chung Hee, then presi-
dent of the Republic of Korea. It i part
temple, part club, part restaorant, part
shop, part hiring hall and part office,

Up a graceful spiral stairs we found Mr.,
Kim in his office, framed against a sweeping
view of the mountains and the harbor. Wall-
to-wall carpet eovered the floor. An etagene
with museum-quality Korean pottery fig-
ures adorned one corner, Three other mes-
sieurs Kim were also in the sssembled
groap, the representatives of three of the
fifteen companies which own longliners,
Among them was the representative of the
Korew Won Yang Fisheries Company,
largest in Korea. Won Yang has twenty-
thres boats working out of Saimoa,

When [ asked how men were recraited 25
fishermen, Vice Consul Kim explained that
a Young Korean man can sign on for thres
years 10 a fishing boat i ew of military
service, and becanse the pay i slightly high-
er, some men may do this. Or, he said, a
Eamily may send a son, and his salary is paid
over fo them. (Later [ leamed that families
m debt ofien do this, creating a form of
bondage. ) Few Koreans, it appeared, elect
to become fishermen of their awn volition.
Usually the young man is “fresh off the
farm™, 50 they are rarely skilled at the out-
1&t, At the peak of tuna production, recruits
were 50 hard to get, prisoners were reas-
signed from jail to ships 1o serve out their
terms,

The salaries, he said, are about $200 to
5300 per month. There is also the possibility
for a bonus in proportion to the individual
boat's catch. This added 1o what each fisher-
man can make from the sale of dried
sharkfins, a seagoing cottage industry the
men may do in their off-time, can bring the
monthly take to 3300 for an mdustrious man.
Captaing, Kim said, make about §2,000 per
month. They are emploved by the boat.
owning companies, working under thirteen-
maonth contracts, a matter of two or three
VOVIES PeT year.

When [ asked how the fishermen are
treated aboard, he pointed out that the boats
are obd and small and of course, conditions
are mot luxurious. Kim thought conditions
had improved, “There have been changes in
the companies fishing here, ™ he said without
getting specific, adding that conditions
ashore had also improved for the fishermen
on Jeave. “Mow there are both Chinese and
Korean clinics for medical tremment on
shore and a fisherman's club with nightly
movies, ping pong and pool tables and hand-
ball courts, "

“Would it be possible for me 1o go aboard
a longliner to see what it is ke [ asked.
From the windows of that office it was possi-

ble to sew at least fourteen longliners in the
harbor.

“Arrangements would have to be made
with the individual captains,™ Mr. Kim said,
although the men to whom those captains
answiered wers seated in the room with us,
Suddenly the other messicurs Kim, whohad
been attending every word of the interview
to this point were very busy in private con-
versations in a languoge I do not speak.
Several of the company representatives
soon made their exits. The impression they
gave was that no one wanted me aboard kis
cormpany’s ships. 1t was a feeling that was to
ETOW SIMOmEeT.

by friend and Tleftwith the vague under-
standing that we would hear when arrange-
ments to go aboard o bongliner had been
comnpleted, After we had left the office and
gonse cand om a balcony to admire the architee-
ture of Korea House, the vice consul came
runnifg Out to present me with a beautiful
datebook illustrated in full color with re-
productions of paintings from  antique
scrofls. It was an imteresting consolation
prize to comtemplate [ater as [ waited from
week to week for those “arrangements™ to
be made. They never were, [ never was ahle
to make a complete and candid inspection of
the ships.

Meantime, piqued by the comment that
“eonditions ashore had improved", [sought
out both cannery personnel and fshermen.
Part of the hellship problems on the water-
front of West Coast cities during the 1880s
and "Wk involved boarding masters, ship-
ping masters, retaining of wages by boarding
houses and tailors, crimps and a few other
greedy types with their hands in Jack Tars
pockets.

Something similar has happened in
Snmoa, o,

Al the fishermen'’s club, one fisherman
told me of being aboard a ship in which the
captain had keelhauled the navigator, This
ancient punishment is done by tying a man
with ropes and dragging him under the kesl
of a ship where he is nearly drowned and his
skin flayed by barnacles,

Another fishermen said it was common
practice for captains to slug a man “many
times”. Speaking through an interpreter, he
told of a captain who had a reputation for
“hanging men up by their heels™. This was
called “tricing”, when it happened a hun-
dred years ago on British and American
ships.

Conditions aboard one ship became so
bad, other fishermen who crowded around
us sadd , a captain was found dead. Who ks to
say if the broken cervix of another captain
was an accident? These incidents happened
al sea

OCEANS
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Mr. Lee Gun Go, who had been o second
officer (navigator) on longliners and now
works m the fshermun’s club, which ako
serves as i chandlery, told me in his haltimg
English that conditions ashore had been
equally bad. Fishermen on shore had no-
where to stay but in company-owned board.
ing honses. The boarding housekeepers
made life ashore so unpleasant the fisher-
men would rather go o sea, bad as the
shiplife was, than have shore leave. Two
compamymen had killed fishermen,

As we talked, a car drove by on its way 1o
one of the clinics, Mo one waved to the
driver. Exiled from Korea for ten years for
killing a8 man, he was keeper of one of the
boarding houses where the fishermen are
reqquired to stay,

Conditions both ashore and at sea finally
became so harsh that fishermen wrote a
pleading letter to Kyuha Choy, then interim
president of Korea in Seoul, complaining of
ten years of torture, beatings, and mistreat-
ment from representatives of the longliner
compinics the government of Korea subsi-
dizes. Tt wis only then tht a Korean iman of
the cloth had been sent. Gradually, the
fishermen said. the reforms began.

Are conditions better now? Lee Gun Gao
thinks they are. “Before the captain was
king," he said. “Now the fisherman is king,
That is his opinion, mot mine,

Wmu’: BEING shown around a cannery by
its peneral manager, T made another
effort to get sboard a loagliner. There were
several unloading at the company dock
while [ was being conducted through. We
stopped alongside the nearest one, the bong-
liner Sumg Won, while he asked his fish-
buying foreman if 1 could go aboard. The
foreman spoke to the captain. The scowls
and growks of the captain and his crew were
apparent 1 feet away,

Here the problem was not politics, but
superstition. It seemed the captain and his
crew would hold the cannery personally
responshle if any misfortune overtook their
vessel on its next voyage. It was unbucky to
let & woman set foot on aship, they said. [did
Tt press i,

Insteqd | asked the plant manager about
the economics of tuna. “In the mid-70s tuna
sales were booming and there was a denand
for all kinds,” he said. “The longliners go
after white tuna, the albacore that is the
miost prized and expensive kind, As inflation
raged the prices we paid for fish, it topped
out at $1.950 a ton. At this peak, American
Jimoa’s two funa cannerics were packing 60
to 65 percent of the albacore consumed in
the United States. Then there was a turn-
around in the economy, during a time in
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which all fish were tested for mercury, for
histamines and for salt. We pay w have a
federal Department of Commerce inspector
hiere at all times. ™ {Testing for mercury is no
longer required sinee the major polluting
countries hive cleaned up their act.)

Thetunacanneries extend the longliners a
line of credit to fuel and outfit the boats, get
repairs and pay the crew wages. When the
boats return aftera fishing trip, the canneries
buy their fish, deduct the advance and pay
for the halance.

Canneries will not buy spoiled fish, of
course. Some of the kongliners are so old,
their refrigerators break down. When this
happens, it can mean a company doing a
miargmial business can easily po bankrupt,

This has bappencd with disastrous results.,
Henry Scsapasara, Samoa’s director of pias
rine resources, told me ome crew went ber-
serk and tore up the offices of Van Camp
Cannery, wrecking desks and typewriters
Pecause they did nod understand that it was
the bt pwners who were withholding thedr
wiges, nof the cannery.

When [ finally got aboard a longliner, at
the last possible moment, on the very day 1
wiss to fly to San Francisco after siy weeks of
waiting, what L saw was anticlimactic. There
wits a galley any stiteside health depariment
waould shat down instantly, [t was about the
size of an average American bathroom ond
mot nearly as clean, Every surface showed
the effects of years of unventilated stir fry
cooking, There was a radio room smaller
than a coat closet. [ saw fish wells, engine
room and mikes of coiled sisal rope, floats
and hooks. The equipment on the bridee
wias 50 rudimentary my admiration for the
caplain's seamanship instantly increased a
thousandfold. No bunk among those lining
the corridors on either side of the galley was
long enough for me to lay out straight, much
bess o man. Ammonia gas so strong it would
have required a gas mask 1o go down the
ladder was being used in the lowest hold, the
one Reverend Baron deseribed. Was it
timed for my visit 1o prevent inspection?
Whether it was or not. the boat was so
cramped, soconfined, sosmall, hadsuch low
doors and decks it was hard to believe any-
one could endure it more than an hour, [was
ready to beave in half that time.

The captain, alean, mean weathered man
whom Central Casting would pick for a
brigand on sight, almost spat in my face as [
said poodbye —liffing out short sharp puffs
of air iochose away demons,

Between my finst and secomd trips to
Samoa, another longliner ran aground. You
can se@ it 1w, prow up like @ great shark, in
the harbor of Pago Pago. It had been towed
there after missing the main channel, which

is mof an easy thing o do in that well-
marked, great, drowmed volcanic crater.

THER EYES are homing in on the hell-
ships.

The Apostleship of the Sea out of Tacoma
forwarded Reverend Baron's report and an
article about it from the H_gri.r:g..#.rjge'.f."fms.
a London mBsonary paper, 1o U5, Con-
gressman Mario Biaggi, chairman of the
House of Representatives subcommittce on
the merchant marine, He shared this report
with Samoan Congressman Fofo Sumia,
Thiscorrespondence was circulated by Goy-
emaor Coleman to representatives of fishing
conmpiamics and cinneries,

“I am as concerned as you about the
conditions under which the fishermen/sail-
orslive on board the tuna boats,” the accom.-
panying letter said. “As you know, the boats
are owned by Oriental companies and spon-
sored by their respective governments. All
of the contracts and arrangements betwesn
the boat owners and the fishermen/sailors
are mihe in Korea, Japan, and Taiwan, The
almost subhwman conditions under which
the seamen must live while fishing is indeed a
fact. Like you, I find if very deplorabde, It is
difficult to see where or how we [Samoa| can
dersomething abouwt the on-board living con-
ditinns.

“The long-run preservation of our inter-
eats however lead me to wrge the owners and
operators w make improvemensts. The is-
sues of human dignity and human rights are
items which cannot continue {0 be kept at
arm's length.”

Itis true. Chanpges will have to come from
the Tniwanese and Koreans themselves. But
the Plimsall line is ours,

Amenican Samda bs a United States terri-
tory. The tuna industry fAoats on American
consumption, an all-toc-obvious part of the
American economic network. The Ameri-
can-owned canneries themschves  could
force changes overnight, weeding out the
hellships by withholding the line of credit
from any substandard tuna boat or gbusive
caplain. Or Amencan consumers, who were
concerned enough with the suffering that
purse-seining for yelbowfin tuna caused dol-
phins to bring about reformsin marine mam-
mal protection laws, could express thatsame
concern for their own species, =

Margor Parterron Dosx i cuvrently spendivg part
of her iime i Page Page wiile her huvhand, [,
John Doss, server ax direcior of maseenal and
chiled kealth for American Sawiod, She prodieces o
weekly colim for tee San Franciseo Chaonicle,
amd hier dorme Jor San Francinco's
KPIX-TV Evening Magazine, She & the author
of o mher of books, the Liten of which o A
Walker's Yearbook.
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 MARGARET HiEAD

b anthropologist, psychologist, lec-

;Natural Hlstn::ry and authur of
B MALE AND FEMALE: A Study of
. the Sexes in a Changing World.

E, l_ MHEH NEW YORK HERALD TRIBUME: 'l ear-

nastly recommend Coming of Age in Samea to
everyane interested in ‘education or in the psy-
chology of sex. Incidentally, anyone reading the
book will find himself visiting one of the most
charming and fascinating of primitive cultures
and one of the |'.'I'|'E|lﬁt islands of the South
Seas."

ﬂl“ Hﬂﬂﬁﬂ[ "Or. Mead |;I|r&unr1ts her material

with great insight, throwing into relief not only
the essential factors in Samoen, but in modem
American, civilization."

[ll' l l HI"HIummatmg and Interesting. ..

Corroborates, through practical damunstratlun.

the psychosexual theories promulgated by Freud
and hiz pupilz.”

H'ﬂmnﬁ “'MH "“An extraordinary accom-

plishment in practical psyehology in the domain
of erotics, with the rarest insight into primitive
heart-stirrings . . . the first lucid and cléar pic-
ture of the joys ar'u:l difficulties met ina culture
entirely different from our own,”
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Satus of Sea Turtles in Western Samaoa i [994

CEDRIC SCHUSTER L ANTHONY €. ROBINSONI, ATONIO MULIBOLAZ DAVID |. BUTLER]
AMND SAVALI TIME?

ABSTRACT: %ea wnles have declined sigmificantly in Western Samoa over the fast Cunlury
Interviews with village fishors revesled that this decline has continued over the sy 30 vears. [n
spite of this there is no legal protection for scq turtles and they are stll huned it sea and nesii ng
Iemales and their cegs are regularly taken. Counts of nests and tracks ar the hawlkshill mesting
beaches of the Aleipaa islands in 199344 however showed no decline when comparcd with
similar counts from the 1971-72 nesting season. [1 s hoped 1o introduce prodection for sea turtles
in Western Samoa bath ar Government and villase levels in late 1994, Thiry four freen and
hawicsbill mmles have besn tmgged and released in the hope of discovering something of the |
movement patterns of these Western Samoan rartle populations '

THE CURRENT stats of sea murtles in Amencan Samoa was described by Tuaioo-Bartlev et al, {1993
and this paper presents data from g comparable survey in Wesiern Samoa. Unilike the siuation in
American Samoa however, there is some earlier data available from Western Samaa which allows some |,
assessment of changes in turtle populations from the [970's 1o the present.

T'wo species are commonly found in Western Samoa lageon and offshore waters, the grean murile
(Cheloding mydas) and the hawlkshill ke (Eresmocheivs Imbricara), There have also besn occasional
sightings of the leatherback turtle (Dermachelvs coriaces) and the Aathack e (Nararor depresous)

Omly the hawksbill is knewn to breed in Western Samoa and the main breeding are is the beaches of
the Alsipata islands off the south-sgs coast of Upolu (Figure 1), Between 1969 and 1972, In response o a
perceived decline in mrtle numbers in Western Samoa, a head-stanting project (Travis 1979, Witzell

Srudy Area

Weslern Samoa (Figure 1) is 2 small Pacific island natien which became independant in 1962 after 2
pe:{-a-:tnfmlun‘mta:imiujmmumhy(}::mmmdﬂmhfﬂwﬂmiandasaTan:MWyufme United
-~arons. It consists of two main islands {3avaii and Upolu), seven smailer islands (Maneno, Apolima.
Nuutele, Nunlna, Namua and Fangatapn) and some islets and rocks, The total land areq is 2820 km2.
Cmiv four of the islands are inhabited, The population in 1991 was 161.29% and this TEPresents a grester
than four foid increase since 1903,

METHODS

To gather historical and curren; information on s2a turtle numbers and their exploitation in Western
Samoa. two full day workshops were held for fishermen and other interested villagers from the Aleipaia
district of Upalu and from the Faasaleleaga and Palauli districts of Savaii in December 1993 and April
1994 respectively. A poster and fact sheet on iurtle conservation were used at thecs mestings and for
general publicity. One of the weekly adip programmes prepared by the Division was devated 1o turtle
conservation. particularly the lagging programme and our anempts to find owt more abowt movements of
Samoan frtles.,

L. Dission of Enviroement and Conservation, Department of Lunds, Susvess and Environsment. PO Prvaie Bag.
Apm. Western Samog

L Fishuries Divisten. Dearment aof Agricalbare. Forests. Fisheries ond Meteorology PO Privane Han. Apin. Weslem
Samie



A IMOTE Jetiied auesiomiire suney was conducted in Apnl 194 in Lo houschoids trom the villages
o the Almpaia stnes, rom Amaile south w Laiomanu. Althoueh dus sunvey was desiencd 1o obtan
informauon on overall explotation of the natural resources of the area the following questions were asked
apoul turties. Has vour family enen wrtles or munle cggs in the last Sve vears? How were the wrtles
caught” Do vou suppor a mwnle conservation programme’ Households were also asked to nomemate which
of the four offshore islands. f any. they used for obtaining wrtles or turtle B

(o an attempt 1o collect information on turtle nesting on the Aleipata islants aver the [993-94 nesting
season Lo compare with that collecied in 1971-72, nle tracks and nesis were counted on the islands of
Nuutele and Nuulua over the peak laving period determined bv Witzell and Banner ( 1980, The torile
nesting beaches on the Aleipata islands are shown in Figure |. A mant clam farm was operaung off
Namua Island throughout the 1993-94 survey period and the resident caretaker did nor record any visits o
the beach by turtles gver (this penod. The other islands are uninhabited although members of the family
with ownership claims to Nuutele [sland camped on the island for part of the 1993-94 season 1o develop a .
small plantation and provide some protection for nesting murtles. Vini Beach on Nuutele was easily
accessible for the mrtle track and nest survey, whereas access to Nuutele Beach sither involved a two hour
climb over the 1sland or 2 300m swim through the surf break over the resf 1o the beach. Acoess 1o Nualua
involved 3 swim 10 4 low rock face and then a short climb and was dependent on swell conditions. Counis
were carried out on & December 1993 (Vini), 24 January 1994 {Vini, Noulua), 26 Jamuary 1994 (Nuwteie),
3 February 1994 (Vini), 10 February 1994 {Vini, Noulua. Namua), 17 Febrary 19940Vini, Nuwele, 5
Nuulua). 24 February 1994 (Vini. Nuutele. Nuulua), 14 March 1994(Vini. Nuolua), § April 1954 (Vini,
Nunlua), All tracks were recorded, whether they resulted in ness or nat and all were marked 10 avoid re-
counting on subsequent visits. Tracks through the cover of vines above the high tide mark remained
visible for at least one month. Two nests were excavated and the ezos counted and records of hawching of
two other nests were made,

Turtles were also tagged and released as part of the overall project. Tagging followed standards
established for the Regional Marine Turtle Conservation Programme adminisiered by the South Pacific
Regional Environment Programme (S.P.R.E.P.) (South Pacific Regional Emdironment Programme 19913,
b, 1993). For each unile the curved carspace length (CCL) and tail were measured and the trailing edae
of each front flipper was tagzed with numbered titanium tags provided by SPREP. The method used to
-:md]T.hn!.u:rt!:mdthzmpuueandrdms:iumﬁnnsmu:mﬂnﬂ.ﬁmajm&rytfhuggmmm:s
were released outside the reef off Apia, within Apia Harbour or in the Palolo Deep Marine Reserve just
east of Apia. Some were tagged and released in the villages where thev were captured. The main approach
tzken to acquire rertles for tagging was purchese from the fish market in Apia. In the village workshops
the tagzing programme was promoted and this also provided some caprured tortles for tagging and
release. Rewards have been in the form of Turle Conservation 1-shirts and limited funds provided under
the project budget, The tagging programme began in Movember 1993 and. 1o August 1994, over forty
furtles had besn tagged and relensed

RESULTS AND DISCTUSSION

Speciex ldennification

The two species commonly found in the waters of Western Samoa are idenuified by Samoans by the
presence of wnoiseshell (laumer vpathawksbilly) and sbsence of toroiseshell (laumes fe Liga {grean
turtie)). All the people asked in the meetings or who had turtles purchased from therm made this distinction
accurately. These two biclogical species however were generally considered to be the female (hawkehill)
and the male (gresn) of o single tvpe of wrtle or faumei.

Nesting

Although the Aleipata islands are cleariy the most important nesting are) thers are still repoms of
nesting around ihe coast of Savaii and Upolu. Within the last rwenty vears nesting was reported on Savaii
along the Tafua Faala Pennisula, Falelima beach. Falealupo coastal area. Papa Sataua beach and Fo'a
beach just east of Asau village. Around Upoly apan from the Aleipaa coast and islands the only
relatively recent | 1980°5) nesting was reponed from berween Saanapu and Satamumy villages. These



festing leestons are shewn on Fioure | Most elders ke ol hore mestne xreas oot sud they ad o
=een nesing wriles in these areas for twenny 1o thiny VIITS.

Imthe 1995-94 season, the fims nesinges on Vim Beach, Nuutede [stand were in October and at least four
nests were dug up and the ceps caten by villagers in that month. Given tha our 1993-94 nesuny survey
began on the Alcipat wslands on 6 Decomber 1993, the 1oal activity for the months of October and
November was caiculated from gur first track and nest count otaks using the proponions derved from L
1971-72 dmta. This. toeether with the acrual counts betwesn December 1997 and March 1994, are shawn
i Figure 2 where they are compared with data from the 1971-72 scason, {1 can be seen thar nasting
season peaks for both vears in January-February and thas there has heen ne measurable decline in nesunge
3CUNILy over this period of time with a total of 94 tracks/nests in 1971-72 and 109 tracks/nests in |34
{Table 1}. The majar change however has been in the distriburion of nesting actrviey over the four mesiing
beaches (Table 1), During the 199194 seqenn the remote beach on Nuglua still supported the vast
majosity of nesting activity as it did in 1971-72. Nuutele Beach showed half as much activity while Vini
Beach showed four tmes the activity: compared with 1971-72. The recent severe cyclones. 'Ofa’ in January
1990 and "Val' in December 1991 may have altered the suitability of these beaches as turtle nesting siges.

10 to 30 cm below the surface which is within the range around the mean depths of 29,96 and 46,22 cm
respectively reported by Witzell and Banner (1980). Ome nest was several wesks old and confained 165
eggs of which 22 were broken or rotien, The second nest had been laid within the Jast mwo nights a5 the

hatchlings,
Tagging results

Between October 1993 and August 1994 22 mwumzlmmmﬁmmm-&Ma:m
sites showm in Figure 3 hawb:cniaggudmﬁ:minmhamhmmrumdmnfmggmmﬁ
Two of the recoveries imolved the same turtle, a voung hawishill with aCCLof 24 cm. It was arigmally

Harbour. It was re-caprurad on 15 April 1994 off the Mulinon Peninsuiz and again released back intg the
Harbour. On 29 June 1994 it was re-captured off Mulifanua af the eastern end of Upolu and was re-
released imo the Palolg Deep Marine Reserve, The third recaprured turtle was taken from the lagoon off
the village of Malie on the central N coast of Upolu in June 1994. This turtle. an immanure hawkshill with
8 CCL of 47cm, was eaten and one WE was returned 1o the Fisheries Division, [t had heen tagged and
released off this same village in Movember 1993,

Crilivation

The Aleipata questionnaire survey revealed that 33% of households had meals of turtles or their eges in
the last five vears and that they were still being taken over the [993-94 nesting season. Turtles were

Traditionally Samoans prized turtle meat and this is reflected in its formal name of ia s meaning the
gacred fish. This placed a valoe on captured tortles which meant that only high chiefs or aii were allowed
1o eat them and so limited the harvest 10 some extent, This pmmisemtﬂcmuruinman}-ﬁuages but in
FECEn! years turtles have increasingly been hunted for sale at markets where they become available 1o

Tk



funera ana weddines, The SHches ranes from five w fome tunles degending on the s1ze of the evenr, In
1M 3 Al do qun e hunung trp v the viflaee on Upojy caught anly seven rles,

Uanservario Skt

0 French Polvnesia (Balare o 4 1993) [IEM!hm“nml:lusmgt.lfﬂh: ha lurtles are
all produced from NESTING siles around the archipelago or if they come from further afield The track and
Acst counts on the Aleipats islands carried out diwring the 1993.04 nesting season show ng from

TEDresenting no more than 45 individual fermnglas Even this is probably an over-estimate qe it is now
known that female hawikshill turtles can Lay 3-4 clutches in g ssasan 50 the 100 visits to the Aleipatg
istand beaches may m reality represent ontly 25-30 individuals, 1y 15 nod known if the Western Sames
head-starting project of the 1970% did amthing 1o increass TECrultment into this hawkshill population, but

turtle survevs an Nuutele and Nunlys islands, Papalii Afele of Siosiomagy Society and Mamulanuly Filipo
of Safomlaf; helped organise the Palauli and Fassaleleapn Districes workshop. Thanks alsa 1o 4] the
participants of the pwg workshops for sharing their wealth of traditional knowledge and for their expressad
supgent for an improved turtle conservation Programme for Western Samog, ‘
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JUVENILE LEATHERBACK TURTLE CAUGHT BY
LONGLINE FISHING IN AMERICAN SAMOA

The distribution of the highly pelagic leatherback turtle mammh;liu coriacea) at sea,
especially the juveniles, is largely unknown (e.g., Pritchard and Trebbau, 1984). Small
leatherbacks (19 cm SCL, 11.5 ¢cm SCL, and cm CCL) have stranded in the Caribbean
region in recent years (Horrocks, 1987; Johnson, 1989; Sparks, 1993), but only two specimens
have been documented for the Pacific Ocean, One (69.4 cm) was photographed and l%ggaj near
Satawal, ‘.'t'afp District, Micronesia (McCoy, 1974; Pritchard, 1977) and the other (15.6 cm) was
collected off Acapulco, Mexico (Brongersma, 1970). In this note I describe a small leatherback
recovered from a longline fishing operation in the waters of American Samoa.

At 0930 br on 17 August 1993, Captain Paul Pedro and the crew of the E/V
&nuﬂmmmeuﬂnd a freshly dead leatherback about 5.6 km south of Swains Island
(11°7.9'8, 171 ﬂd.ﬂ":ﬁ, American Samoa. Water depth in this area is about 1400 m. The
mnlewdghedTkgmdmmmﬂd!.?mnmﬂmmhﬂﬂ{ﬂﬂ}mﬂgjm:u‘aight
carapace length (SCL). When the turtle was hauled out on the , four remoras (probably

is sp.) detached themselves, The turtle was placed on ice and frozen upon arrival in
Pago Pago three days later.

The turtle had been caught by a longline hook on the dorsal surface of its left front
flipper, near the carpal bones. The 0ok was baited with sama (Cololabias saira). The longline
was in the water for about 12 hours during the night before the turtle was discovered. Hooks
used in this fishi npﬂ‘aﬁmmmmmdﬂfmmlmgandﬂ-ﬁmmwide. The 31 km longline
contained 347 h and 168 light-sticks (on every other hook). The clear monofilament leader
was 2 mm in diameter and 23 m long, Because the leader was attached some distance from the
nearest float, the turtle may have been hooked as much as 40 m below the surface.

Leatherbacks have not been previously from American Samoa. This is the first
leatherback seen by Captain Pedro in 32 years of fishing in the waters of American Samoa,
Evenmmlghlheﬂulmnmhlmgisth:nmmlmuwnluumhmkmﬁngmmm
(SPREP, 1993), the prevailing wind and currents are from the southeast. This leatherback may
therefore have come from one of the major nesting beaches on the Pacific coast of Mexico or
Costa Rica. Leatherbacks are the most ic of all turtles (Pritchard and Trebbau, 1984), and
little is known about their distribution once the hatchlings depart from natal beaches,

Longline fisheries are known to catch leatherbacks in the northeastern Caribbean
(Chambers and Lima, 1990; Tobias, 1991; Fuller et al., 1992 , the southeastern Pacific (Frazier
and Brito Montero, 1990), and near Hawaii (Skillman and Balars, 1992). Incidental capture of
sea turtles by longlining is of increasing concern to researchers and conservationists “tr:rpldwide.
hwmw,meﬂnszrﬂuwaammgnnadmmnMaﬂmMHMhPmmmufmnﬂ.
S. National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFES) in Honolulu. An array of studies, including
molding and castin ; Will be carried out to utilize this rare specimen to the fullest extent
possible. I thank E%a:n'g: Balazs (NMFS, Honolulu) for providing many helpful suggestions to
improve this manusecript and for supplying copies of the pertinent literature on leatherbacks. 1
also thank Peter Craig (DMWR, Pago Pago) for reviewing an earlier draft of this manuscript.

Brongersma, L. D. 1970. Miscellaneous notes on turtles. IIL. Proceedings, K. Ned., Akad. Wet,
Ser. C, 73:323-335.
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