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August 18, 1980

Mr. George H. Balazs
Assistant Marine Biologist
and Deputy Chairman
Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
University of Hawaii at Manoa
P. 0. Box 1346
Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744

Dear George:

Thank you for sending me a copy of your recent letter
to Mr. William Bodde, Jr., Director of the Qffice of Pacific
Island Affairs of the Department of State concerning the
proposal to establish a spent nuclear fuel storage facility
on a I, 5,-owned Pacific island territory. I regret the delay
in my response.

I have noted with a great deal of interest vour concern
over the State Department's proposal to store nuclear wastes
in the Pacific in terms of the risks posed by such storage to
marine turtles protected under the Endangered Species Act. As
you indicated, the Endangered Species Act requires the Federal
Government to ensure that its programs and activities are not
likely to jeopardize any listed endangered species. Certainly,
the Federal agencies involved in the State Department's Pacific
storage proposal must give careful and comprehensive consideration
to its possible impact on marine turtles. You will be pleased
to know that I have brought vour letter to the attention of the
Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee, which has
jurisdiction over the affairs of the U. 5. insular areas and the
storage and disposal of nuclear waste material.

As you probably know, the United States and Japan recently
concluded an agreement to conduct a joint feasibility study of
the establishment of a spent nuclear fuel storage facility in the
Pacific Basin. According to the Department of State, which is
the lead agency in this project, the study will take at least
three full years to complete and may possibly extend to five
years, It is my understanding that the three insular areas upon
which the study will be focused will be those idemtified last
vear by the Department of State as preliminary choices for the
locating of a storage facility--Palmyra, Wake, and Midway
islands.



Mr. George H. Balazs
August 18, 19830
Page Two

Needless to say, the people of Hawaii and many other
islands of the Pacific have expressed deep concern over the
proposed storage of nuclear waste material in the Pacific
Basin. Accordingly, I introduced legislation last year, which
was signed into law by President Carter on March 12, 1980,
requiring that the Administration transmit to the Congress, in
the form of legislation, any proposal to establish a nuclear
waste storage facility on any U. §, territory or possession
anywhere in the world. Furthermore, under my amendment, the
Department of the Interior is required to provide the Congress
with a detailed report on the desirability of the proposed
legislation, Both houses of Congress will then, in turn, have
a full opportunity to make a full, public review of the proposal,
receiving testimony from the peoples of the areas invelved, and
an infermed judgment on whether or not interim storage of spent
nuclear fuel on a Pacific island should be authorized. I believe
it is safe to say that if such a legislative proposal was brought
before the Congress today, there is a good chance that it would
be rejected, based on the risks posed to the health and safety of
the people of the Pacific and their precious environment by
nuclear waste storage. T am also optimistic that before the
Congress must consider the proposal for interim storage in the
Pacific, the United States will have moved to find more permanent

and safe solutions to the twin problems of nuclear waste disposal
and nuclear non-preliferation.

I appreciated your writing to me on this most important
issue. 1 am looking forward to hearing from you again in the
near future.

Aloha and best wishes.

Sincerely,




University of Hawaii at Manoa

Hawali Institute of Marine Biology
P.OLBox 1346 = Coconut Island » Kaneche, Hawaii 96744
Cable Address: UNIHAW

May 27, 1980

Mr. William Bodde, Jr., Director
Office of Pacific Island Affairs

Fast Asian and Paclfic Affairs Bureau
2201 C Streeskt, M. W.

Washington, D. C. 20520

Dear Mr. Bodde:

As a researcher of marine turtles, I would like to make vour office aware of my
deep concern over the continuing interest by the U. 5. State Department in
storing nuclear wastes from Japan on a small Pacific island such as Palymra
Atoll. Marine turtles are known to nest on sand beaches and live in coastal
waters of many islands throughout the Pacific. During certain stages of their
life history, these turtles undertake lengthy migrations that often transcend
international boundaries. WNative peoples throughout Polynesla, Melanesia and
Micronesia consider turtles as an esteemed food source, thereby resulting in
their capture and consumption whenever circumstances permit. In the case of
Palmyra, green turtles (Chelonia mydas) are known to occur withim the lagoon,
but information on long-distance movements, breeding sites, food sources and
other basic biological aspects are virtually unknown at the present time.
Furthermore, as you may already be aware, all species of marine turtles
occurring at areas under U. 5. jurisdiction are listed and protected by our
Endangered Species Act. Section 7 of this Act requires Federal agencies to
insure that their activities or programs are not likely to jeopardize listed
specles, Any proposals for nuclear waste storage at Palmyra will therefore
have to give careful and comprehensive consideratiom to the potential impacts
on marine turtles.

I appreciate hawing the opportunity to bring this Important matter to your
attention, When the information becomes avallable, I would like to be
notified of the State Department's specific plans for evaluating posaible
storage sites in the Pacliic.

Sincerely,

GEORGE H. BALATS
Asslstant Marine Biologist
and Deputy Chairman
CHB:ec IUCH/S5C Marine Turtle Group
e¢c: Hawail Congressional Delegation
South Pacific Commission
Dr. Archie Carr, Chairman, IUCH/SSC Marine Turtle Group

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Weahlngton, D.C, 0520

BUREAU OF QOCEAMS AND INTERNATIONAL
ENVIRONMENTAL AND SCIENTIFIC AFFAIRS

Juns 17, 19B0

Mr. George H. Balazs

Assistant Marine Biologist and Deputy Chairman
IUCN/88C Marine Turtle Group

University of Hawail at Manoa

Post Office Box 1346

Coconut Island

Faneohe, Hawaii 96744

Dear Mr. Balazs:

This is in response to your letter of May 27, 1980 to
Mr. Bodde, expressing vour concern about marine turtles in
connection with the proposed study of the feasibility of in-
terim spent nuclear fuel storage in the Pacific Basin. I
have enclosed a copy of a State Department Foreign Affairs
Memorandum, which explains the proposed study and the pre-
liminary work already undertaken.

Your concern for marine turtles is actively shared by
many who work within the US Government. Indeed, preliminary
work has already highlighted this concern and indicated the
necessity for careful, thorough study on this and other simi-
lar matters. BAs far as the reguirements of US law, you can
be assured that they will be followed fully. If the study
should indicate that the concept of interim spent fuel stor-
age in the area is feasible, before a decision to go ahead
with such a project is made, a full Environmental Impact
Statement in accordance with the National Environmental Policy
Act of 196% would bhe prepared.

Thank you for forwarding your thoughts.

sincerely,

ol = i
“ﬁ;fls H Hés&nzﬂ

Deputy Assistant Secretary

EFnclosurs
Az stated

cct Dr. Archie Carr, Chairman
Hawaii Congressional Delegaticn
South Pacific Commission
IUCH/S5C Marine Turtle Group
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U.S. Non-Proliferation Policy and Studies of Interim Spent
Fuel Storage in the Pacific Basin Area

Summary

The United 5tates has made preliminary studies con the
possibility of establishing in the Pacific Basin an inter-
national facility for the temporary storage of spent fuel
from nuclear power reactors. This work is being undertaken
in accordance with U.S. non=-proliferation policy. Interim
storage constitutes less of a proliferation risk than the
alternative of premature reprocessing which would separate
out of the spent fuel weapcns-usable plutonium. The U.S.
has placed attention on the Pacific Basin area because of
projected future storage needs of Western Pacific countries
and the importance that dealing with those needs has for
glocbal energy and non-proliferation concerns.

: No decision will be reached in the near future on
whether to build such a facility and where it might be
located, A primary consideration in determining whether to
move forward with the project will be the results of a
thorough evaluation of the possible impact on health, safety,
and environment of the region. The U.5. is asking Japan to
join in a full feasibility study of the propesal. The
United States has informed governments in the region of the
concept; further consultations with interested nations and
other parties will be undertaken as this evaluation proceeds.
The relevant congressicnal committees are informed, and
congressional approval will be sought at wvarious stages.
Parmanent disposal of nuclear waste in the Pacific is not
being considered in these interim fuel storage studies.



Background con Proliferation Risks

The generation of electricity from nuclear power also
produces substantial amounts of spent fuel, which contains
materials such as unused uranium and plutonium created
during the process of using the fuel in the reactor. Mixed
with these materials are many waste fission products, some
of which are highly radioactive. A chemical technigque
called reprocessing separates these materials and makes them
available for use. With a reprocessing plant, plutonium can
be separated from the spent fuel and prepared for use as a
nuclear fuel. Plutonium is also suitable material for
nuclear weapons.

The spread of reprocessing capabilities and the premature
use of them on a large scale would result in wider access to
plutonium, providing an available avenue for many countries
to develop and acguire nuclear weapons, and thus increasing
the threat of a nuclear war. Also, terrorists might want to
steal separated plutonium for bembs. They would be much
less likely to try to steal spent fuel to get plutonium
because of the intense radicactivity and the difficulty for
them of attempting to reprocess.

The pressure of accumulating spent fuel may spur the
spread of reprocessing and plutonium recevery before adeguate
safeguards, agresments, and institutions are in place. 1If
plutonium is to be one of the fuels of the future (e.g., 1n
braedar reactors), the internaticnal system needs time to
sstablish better mechanisms to ceal with its proliferaticn
risks. It appears that such time exists, because uranium
should continue to be sufficiently abundant at price-levels
that make plutonium use eccncmically unattractive for at
least the next few decades. Acceptable and economical
interim storage approaches would alsc be of major help in
reducing the pressure for garly reprocessing.

Non-Proliferation Policy Basis

U.S. non-proliferation policy aims at develcoping an
international regime that will provide the widest possible
separation between the peaceful applications of nuclear
energy and potential associated weapons uses. " Timely
availability of adequate interim storage capacity throughout
the world for spent fuel from reactors is an important
element of such a regime.

The Administration has stated a policy approach con
foreign spent fuel storage comprising two elements: (a) for
the near-term, an offer to store in the U.5. limited gquantitites
when such action would advance U.S. non-proliferation objec-
tives: and (b) for the longer-term, advocacy of international
cooperative efforts.
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U.5. officials have discussed with reprasentatives of
the Japanese Government the concept and the results of our
preliminary studies. Because the U.S. and Japan maintain
close nuclear energy cooperaticn and share non-proliferaticn
goals, we proposed a joint feasibility study. The two sides
are proceeding to try to work out an appropriate arrangement
for conducting a joint feasibility study.

The U.S. has informed all of the nations in Oceania,
the Western Pacific Basin nations, and many other capitals
of the nature of the proposed study. We have informed
Micronesian representatives and other island naticn nfficials.
Governors of the State of Hawaii and of all U.5. Pacific
Territories have been informed.

Congressional Information and Approval

Congressional approval is required under:

- Section 104 (f) (1) of the Nuclear MNon-Proliferation
Act, before the President may enter into binding international
undertakings for the establishment of spent fuel storage
facilities,. '

- section 107 of the DOE ARuthorization Act of 1978 --
Civilian Applications -- which provides that expenditures of
funds by the Department of Energy for the storage of spent
power reactor fuel would be subject to detailed congressional
review.

= Section 131(f) of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954,
as amended, which prohibits the DOE from entering into
arrangements for the storage or other disposition in the
United States of spent foreign power reactor fuel until
either a specific or generic plan has been submitted to
Congress for the prescribed period of 60 days of continuous
gsession.

The relevant Congressional Committees arce informed
about the preliminary studies and the status of discussions
with other nations. In addition to the regular congressional
oversight and hearings process, the Administration will kesp
Congress informed throughout the evaluation period.

For further information or a briefing, contact either
the OFfice of Congressional Relatlons (632-8722), or the
Bureau of Public Affairs (632-2492), U.S. Department of
Btate.
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Mr. George H. Balazs

Assistant Marine Biologist

Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
University of Hawaii at Manoa

P. 0. Box 1346

Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744

Dear George:

Thank you for your most recent letter concerning the
State Department's plans to conduct a feasibility study of
the storage of spent nuclear fuel in the Pacific Basin. I
appreciated your providing me with a copy of the letter vyou
received on this matter from the Deputy Assistant Secretary
of State for Oceans and International Environmental and
Scientific Affairs.

I must say that I was pleased by the tone of

Assistant Secretary Nosenzo's letter which indicates that

the Department of State is cognizant of its responsibility

to conduct extensive environmental impact studies of proposed
nuclear storage areas in order to protect endangered species
such as marine turtles. While it does not appear from

Mr. Nosenzo's letter that the State Department is willing to
| keep private citizens and interested private parties apprised
of the progress of its feasibility and environmental impact
studies, you will be pleased to learn that the Department has
made a firm commitment to keep the Congress and, in
particular, its committees with oversight jurisdiction over
nuclear and insular affairs, fully informed of the progress
of these activities. As a member of the Senate Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources, I am in the position te closely
monitor each facet of the Department's efforts in this matter
and its final findings and recommendations, which,under a

law I authored, must be submitted to the Congress. Please be
assured that I will keep you and other interested parties
apprised of any important developments.

I appreciated your writing to me again on this
important issue.

Aloha and best wishes.

Sincerely,




DAMIEL K. INQUYE
Hawhil

Winifed Hiales Senale

ROQM 103, RUMSELL SENATE BUILDING
WASHIRGTOMN, DS, BOFFD

June 2, 1980

Dr. George H. Balazs
Assistant Marine Biologist
and Deputy Chairman
IUCHN/SSC Marine Turtle Group
Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
University of Hawaii at Manoa
P.0O. Box 1346
Coconut Island
Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744

Dear Dr. Balazs:

Prirdl Koo Feaomal, Dupsoms
Roos BI0L, 3500 ALs-Posis Bouliviies
Horsiii, Hawur SGE0
(i) F4R-THEY

I wish to thank you for sharing with me a copy of your letter
to Mr. William Bodde, Jr. of the Department of State.

If you have any difficulty iﬂetting an adequate response
to your concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me .,

IEL K. INO

United States Sendtor

DEI:bhm
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June 3, 1980 VETERAMS AFFAIRS

Mr. George H. Balazs
Assistant Marine Bioleogist
and Deputy Chairman
Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
University of Hawaii at Manoa
P. 0. Box 1346
Eaneche, Hawaii 96744

Dear My, Balazs:

Re!: gstoring Nuclear Waste on

. Palmyra Atoll -
This is just to acknowledge receipt

of your recent communication addressed
t0 Mr. William Bodde, Jr.
and sent to Senator Spark Matsunaga.

Please be assured that the Senator
will be responding to you at the earliest
possible moment.

Yours Truly,

Milzssd—

CherrylMatanc (Ms.)
Administrative Assistant

to Senator Matsunaga
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June 23, 1980

George H. Bala:zs
Assistant Marine Biologist
and Deputy Chairman
Hawaii Institute of Marine Biolopy
P.0O. Box 1346
Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744

Dear George:

Mahalo for sending me a copy of your letter to
William Bodde regarding the impact of Pacific nuclear
waste storage on marine turtles.

As you may be aware, I have been actively
involved in the issue of nuclear waste storage on
Palmyra Island, and chaired hearings in Hawaii last
December on this matter. I am adamantly opposed to
any such storage and am fully aware of the potential
adverse impact upon the ecology, health and safety
of the Pacific community. I believe that the pro-
tection of our Pacific environment should be a
number one priority and will continue to work
toward this goal.

Your input is appreciated and I look forward
to hearing from you again about this or any other
matter of mutual concern.

With best wishes and alocha,

Sincerely,

20

Cec Heftel, M.C.
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FPebruary 4, 1980

Mr, Jay L. Kobelin
8 King Arthurs Court
Bt. James, New York 11780

Dear Mr. EKobelin:

Mr. Eatashi Nose has provided me with your name and address as

2 result of my interest in obtaining biological information on
Eingman Reef. It is my understanding that you and your colleagues
recently visited this remote location for a short period of time.
As a researcher of sea turtles, I am interested in learning of any
observations of these marine reptiles that may have taken place.
This might inelude nesting activity by turtles on sand beaches, or
their occurrence in the shallow surrounding waters. Any informa-
tion that you are able to provide would be greatly appreciated in
that virtually no data presently exist for this loeation.

I have enclosed a booklet on Hawaii's seabirds, sea turtles and
monk seal which you may find interesting. I look forward to
hearing from you at your earliest convenience,

Sincerely,

George H, Balazs
Assistant Marine Bilologist

e
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Page Nine

Kingman Reef Becomes American

By Jouw L. Pancerr

ITTLE is known about the love-life of the polyp except
that it must be satisfactory to the polyps, hence most
of the South Sca Islands. A short while ago—as the

world goes and grows—a colony of these minute sea lives
settled and set up housekeeping on a barely submerged
mountain peak and expanded. Not borhered by rents, trans-
portation and politicians, generation after generation multi-
plied and- lived, each on the skeleton of the preceding
geoeration,  Such is their life. Eventually the many bers
of infinitesimal bones piled up into a large sized fsland at
low tide—a recf at high tide. The washing of the waves
broke lose the dead coral and drifting currents deposited
the particles on the highest poine.

Later on, wandering vessels far from the regular lanss,
saw the surf pounding and passed it bv. Bome wnknown
sea legend, bred in the forcastle or barroom dubbed this
speck “Kingman Reef” In 1921, the Sailing Directions
for-the North Pocific Isfands gave the correct position but
then noted—"Existence Doubtful.” This Federal Govern-
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ment printed book in one breath wamed all ships to aveid
the spot and in the next told the wandering scamen not to
be surprised if they did not find it. Since no one was sure
it was there no one claimed it. (See Paradire of the Pacific,
January, 1937 for story of Kingman Reef and its being
named after Captain Kingman of the American ship Shoot-
g Srar).

Mr., and Mrs. Fullard-Leo owned the nearest fleet of
Lslands—Palmyra. They and a Hui owned and operated
the fishing sampan Palmyra with a seven-ton icing capacity.
On one of her regular trips she carried in addition to Cap-
tain J. R. Lemmel and Japaness crew a party of Con-
chologists headed by the late Lorrin A. Thurston, myself
as First Mate—polite name for cook.

The first night out we crowded into the tiny cabin, ses-
sick, wet and sporting a “Oh well it can’t get any worse”
attitude. Mr. Thurston rather bravely dug out the Sealed
Orders and by the dim light read them to us. We were to

Contimeed to Page Twenty-Nine

Kingman Reef, 1922 {upper}. Captain Lemmel and Mr. Pad-
gott on Kingmon Beef, in 1922 {lower left]. Mr. Thursion
and Ted Dranga en Palmyra—Joda L. Padgett Photes




May, 1937

Kingmon Reof
Contivued from Page Nine

proceed to and report at a certain Latitude and Longitude
and annex the doubtful Kingman Reef in the name of the
United States of America and Ar. and Mrs, Fullard-Leo,

All we had to do was keep enough food down to live and
trust Capeain Lemmel to find it. The Captain deseries
much credit for his navigation. For five days without a
shot at the sun, by dead reckoning and with a keel-less erafe
of unknown drift, the Captain raised the surf of Kingman
Reef at the dawn of the sixch day,

That day we fished. One ton of finny strangers came
aboard.  Unbelievably true fish stories every minute which
no one will believe so why tell them,

At dusk we dropped the hook and all hands slept including
the watch, The next morning we found ourselyes inside
of the lagnon having drifted over the same reef which the
day before we had considered too dangerous to sail over.
After fifteen years I sill feel scared gver that one.

Slowly we proceeded to the North end {or toe) of the
horseshoe and leaving the Japanese to fish, rowed ashore,
MNa Rube Goldberg or zny DT, imagination could describe
the three hundred vards of wading through the shallows
ta the small dab of dry land,

Giant sea clams up to two feet in diameter, weighing up
to four hundred pounds and with ten gallon capacity un-
folded to display colors never dreamed of by the most
emended surrealist artise. Disturbed by our foststeps they
napped shut jutting streams of warer six o eight fect in
be air.  Our advance was preceded by a barrage of these
ets and the “clunk” of the hivalves closing up.

Varigated sea anemones added more spots of color to the

elirious speetrum and then clased up tight to form a lump
The only neatral shades were supplied by a ring
dull dirty grey sharks circling around and around, half
n, half out of the shallow water. However they were only
abies five or six feet long,
The dry land could not have aroused a sales ralk from
ven an unwsually ‘insane Los Angeles Realtar. Just 2 pan-
ke of dead coral some two hundred feer in diameter. Nat
k sign of vegetable life. Only the remaing of the busy polyps
dredzed up by the restless sea. With all of thess strange
ind weird sights on hand we still had wark to do.

We lined up on the highest point while Mr. Thurstan
ead off a proclamation full of the usual monotenous legal
oughage. We all signed our names to the paper &nd it was
hen filed in a glass pickle jar along with an American Flag,
opies of the Honolulu Adeertirer and Star-Balfetin... The
wo newspapers were NOT fighting as we piled coral Tumps
ver the jar and around a boat hook to form a eairn. Mo
emarks were passed about the “last far flung frontier,”

{0 eomparison with Daniel Boone or Captain Cook. Ourell

hell hunters then hunted shells.

Captain Lemmel worried ahour getting to Palmyra before 4
ark, I worried abour eooking enough ta fill Ted Dranga
nd the shell hunters worried about having to leave,

On the way back
rown lump start to move away so 1 picked it up, Abuard
e sampan, “Mike" Thagnum cleaned it up and it was m
rge Tigeris Monera the size of my fist and pure black and
hite, Years later | gave it to Mr, Thurston to complete
s collection which was then nationally famess, He told
e it was the prize shell collected an the entire trip—the
iy one enllected by me on my own hunting,

It was May 10, 1922,

to the small boat T noticed a small -
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We were suppased to go to Palmyra 50 we went. On my
return to Honelulu T was called before Rear-Admiral Ed-
ward Simpson and staff, They still seemed to believe the
Sailing Directinns "Existence Doubeful™ but after 8 mam-
g of questions let me go back to my drawing board, Shartly
after thiz the U. 5. Navy sent a Mine Bweeper down which
ound Kingman Reef and that made it official,

Having helped to make history while worrying about my
cooking and having traveled the course in s days which the
Air-Clippers now cover in a little over six hours there is
still anather and more lasting benefis, By that I mean the
opportunity to walk and talk with Lorrin A, Thurston.
That kindly gentlemen was learned in Hawaiian histary,
lore and legend.  Ready to fighe at the drop of the hat if he
was assured the came was juse; kindly, considerate and en-
joving the evening of his life in the pursuit of the holby he
loved. Back in the time I write of the days would have
been long without him—sometimes they are now,

Taoday the giant Clipper settles down on the calm lagoon,”

2 rest, then on its restless way, The palyps continue, un-
disturbed, trying to make something of Kingman Reef—
their work. Between the polyp and the Pan-American

Airways the Pacific World is a new one,

Tare Flour Recipes
Continved from Page Tweloe

MUFFIKS
Two cups tare flour, one egg, well
to a cup of
the four ove
tlee hatter in

beaten, add the egg
milk and sufficient yesst to make thick, stir in
£ night, in the moming add a little poada, pluce
muffin rings and cook until done,
ROLLE
Add two egps well beaten, to twa cups bailed milk, a litele
yveast, adding a little salt, stir in flour over night, in the
morning add soda to sweeten, stir well, then bake in a slow
oven till done.
BREAD
This can be made the same a3 wheat Hour, care being
taken not to make the batter top thick, and baking in a
slowy oven,
PUDDING
Two cups of milk, four large spoonsful of Aour, stir well
and bail until done, add one or two well beaten egps, stir
thoroughly together and bake from ten to fifteen minutes,
eat with milk and sugar or flavered dressing,
GRIDDLE CAKES
Take one cup of wheat flour, and two cups taro fAour and
mix with sour milk to the consistency of ordinary batter
cakes, add a lirtle soda to counteract acidity of the milk,
fry in plenty of hot fae.
GEME
Mix same as above, and bake in a hot gem pan,

oy

Hawaii ond Fhilippine Sugar Salute Each Other
Continwed from Page Fifteen

]

Regarding conditions on the Huwaitan plantations, M,
Alnan stressed earnestly the fact that the Filipinas now
working in the Territory. should note their good  living
conditions, and their wapes which excecd those of their
fellow workers in the homeland in cash value, although not
in respective purchasing power since commodities in the
provinces of the Philippines are very cheap.
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them an Indication :of:

el Ehat

Samoa’s reaboals, bub the men were

s0 wenk that the mate forebore o bell’

them that ic was yeb 50 miles

he chesred them, and they
“Mever shall I forgel your courn im -
sharing with me this terrible ', hie

sald. "Under the

il 5t the

spectacla
dition of the crew and astounded to

away, but
mspm:dm o rescus  the

" similar

. and rescued Lhe marconed
the arrival of the Vindex on &
mission,

- FRElile.clsleme

that they had covered 1,600 miles from

Palmymn Islands, -

The schooner Vindex was despatched

with MeDonald aboard Ior Che isktamd
marooed

COMPENY.
took her 23 d to make the voym

It
| Mesnwhile the DUnited  Etates mﬁ;’;

Mohican (which was abt Samos when

*o MeDonald and his crew arrived) passed

s S S Jesroon
ﬁi& mads a Iawﬂgu: af Im“
people 13 days

an
of the
lard,

M linteresting

GIRDERS . ..

Allen Taylor & Co. Ltd.

- SYDNEY

Sawmillers and Wholesale - Suppliers of Hardwoods for
Constructional Purpeses
PILES .. POLES ... SLEEPERS, Ete

EXPORTING TO PACIFIC ISLAMDS SINCE
R
i Cables: Tuxedo, Sydney

1893

Woven Wire for all Industry

COPRA  DRYING TRAYS, FLOORS, Et
FRUIT DRYING TRAYS, MINING SCREEMS
Heavy Mosquite Gauze in” Phosphor Bronze and

other Metals Impervicus to -

It Sea Alir

Telagraphia Address;

SPECIEY -
STARLINE

L IR

wacant.

AGENTS: {

WIRE DOOR MATS AND GENERAL WIRE WORKS

E. WRIGHT & GO. LTD.

Ofies and Workss 13153 Clavalamd Bivest, Srdmey, N.EW,
“Wrightmais,” Chippesdels

TARLINE

CHINESE LACQUER
For all Indoor and Qutdeor Decoration

1/- tin covers 18 sq. feet

"STARLIME" CHIMESE LACQUER @ g guarantesd fo
withstand the sewers olamante ta which paint is sub-
l.uv:_hd in the Tropics, iscliding Salt Wator, Hoat and
Rain, stc,, and will nab bass e gloss or permanence.
Ta give seme idea of the eevering capacity, ane
galles will cowar cwer 1200 s, e,

42 eslawrs to choosa from
Woan't chip or crack

v s« Drisg in & few hours.
MADE M EMGLAND

Write to us for Colour Chart and Full parficulars
regerding attractive sale agancy for territoriss sfill -

For Fiji, Tonga and Samoa, Messrs. MORRIS HEDSTROM LTD.
For Tahiti and Cook Islands, Messrs. A. B. DONALD LTD.
Factary Repressntative fir all lolands amd Maw Tealusd

NEW ZEALAND DISTRIBUTORS LTD., Box 530, AUCKLAMD, M.Z
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NAVIGATION LIGHTS,
On Howland, Baker'

E final chapter in the s

lass of the American g7
amelia  Earbart Puotnam &p |
Moonan, near Howland Tsland i mad
Pacifie, was nearly completad-Ia 3
when & stone plagee, inscrihed @
Light, 1937, was zet as a

The Earhart Meonnment, sek 'h;
Inlamd By Ehs Dnlisd Sk

navigation light-tower whic
built on the 'western side of FE0
{zee “P.LM." of WNovember].: z
A = ﬁre‘rﬂlnn}r Tuﬁhgﬂ - H
lneing of £ pladgue Y i
e lﬁt Dir. Ernest H}Eni;l]. diraciar
the divislon of territories of the T
Department  of  the Inhl:{nr;_?; s
administars the izland. plle..:- . 3
The light-tower will be 20 feek
and the M00-millimetres geotyleneR
luntern on top will have g visiblity
10 miles, B o
Dir. Groening, upon retom o H
last week, anpoupnced thak ab &E
light and tower will ba built t:l'l"'*] .
Baker Island, and on Jarvis IﬂB-TrlIr
miles due east. P
Dir. Gruening spiked rumour by r
ing that the U5, Navy will ﬂﬂ%
adlminister U5, Hamoa and’ N
sumour had it that the Interidt |
partment was to take ower the 355
_——r -

Pastor R. W. Lame, df ’ﬁh"’m
Mission at Suvaveu, Fifi, has b
painted principal of the Missions &
g school at Boresals,
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.ula.nds Monthly, January 24, 1938,

5IC VOYAGE IN OPEN BOAT

-caplain of the Henry James gave
MeDoneld s fres hand as &0 his
course of action, The Iarger boab
was londed with coconuts, the masts and
ELAVE WEDE SITEN aud  volunbeers
ealied for, Thres Irisheen and ooe Ame-
ricen responded, but &5 cne of the for-
mer was conskdered rather young, a8
German took his plece. The five men
then fared forth on thelr perilous enter-
ﬁm' The s=a was reugh and they hed
rdly got clear of the island when thelr
riudder was carried sway. The follo
Tew days saw the hoat travelling we
tefore n fevouring breege. It crossed the
eggnl:m- on the Iifth day out, covering
160 milss the day before erossing. Tetn-
pestuons weather apaln descended an the
prpft—the rain, wind and thumd
took the heart owt of the company, but
the mate heartened them to reneosd af-
Torts when the sea sbabed.
R some days MoDanald had follow-
ed a greuwitouns coursa to get the
benefit of the trade winds, but mat-
fers became S0 rpte that he de-"
cided to pick n =t ht cotrse [rom the

Eun:mnmzzﬂumxzzanuzzrnuﬁ
_EDXYMEL
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HIGH GHEADE
TIME TESTED
HOME and SHIP

Paints, Enamels, Varnishes,
Lacquers, ete.

YETHYMEL" Co. beve been manufs sur-
ing. Palnts, ote, for just en 30 yoars
“Wa regquire distributing agests for our
products, Thay are nof cheap, shoddy
goods.

Catalagues, Colarcards
Be. en request fram

THE OXYMEL OIL &
Co. Phy. Lid.

4751 YARRA BAME ROAD, SCUTH
MELEOURME, YICTORIA, AUSTRALIA

Telophone B4 2375

and  Leaflets,

PAINT
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chart, After 18 davs an feland was slight-
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USTRATED H as alfractive “Comet"

-

Consfruchaon.

lsrged and whero required, esnvenienfly
! portable, . 3
1 The Buildings are white-ant preof, fre-
resisfing and scosembesl o aresh

el

bast proposition fer the [slands [

BCEHAMPTON — DEISK
{[neorporwted

P .

BUILD AN ATTRACTIVE PERMANENT

stenl bungalow recesily erecfed by ui

This beildivg is in no seeie & spacisl ﬂl‘dli:-;
buf shews just whet can be done with the - ;
it patentnd “Cemal” principle of Stesl Building,

The "Cemel' Sfeal E;.IMHQ. by resson of th i
patented seefionsl consiruction, is easily en- 0"
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University of Hawaii at Manoa

Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
F.CnBox 1346 « Coconut [sland & Kaneche, Hawall 98744
Cable Address: UNMIHAW
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Mr. Lealis Fullard-Leo
45-090-1325 Fuulana
Kanachae, HAawaid 96744

Dear Mr. Tullard-Lso:

Tha purposs of this lattar is to ask for your ssslstance in chtaining
biological information on the occurrence of sea turtles at Palmyra. Very
Httla is known sbout the turtlas that inhabit this remote area of the
Central Pacifiec, As a ressarcher of Hawaiisan sea turtles for the past
several yesrs, I am currently interested in expanding my studies to
sncompass other locations, The first step would of coursa bs to astablish
correspondances with individoals who pressntly resida at Pelwyra or have
datailad knowledga of the area. I would be mont appraciative if vou would . -
asaist ma in this matter by providing me with tha names and mailing
addresses of appropriata residents ot Falmyra, or parhaps even tallingme =
of your own knowladga of sea turtles at Palmyra.

I was very plemsed to recently read in the Homolulu Star-Bullatin
that storaga of nuclear waates will not be allowed on Facific islands.

Sincaraly,

Georga H. Balazs

Assistent Matine Eiclogist
and

Daputy Chairman

IDCH/B8SC Marine Turtles Group




,Burying Nuclear Wastes

—

By Patsy T. Mink
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: A_;izona Yachtsmah

Says He’ll_Rescue

Aesaelaiad Pros

Kristen, left, and Micki, who are stranded with father, John Harrison, on an gtoll in the Pacific.
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Family Stranded on Pacific Atoll

By JULIE LEVY, Timex Staff Writer

An Arizona yachisman has
volunteered to sail to the aid of

phoon.

amuwme three have not heen
flded wrmnmtukm—
i et b sl penaie
mmmm“{*“nm
now at zea in the vicniky, - - - - -

! ta the 115, Cosst
Guard in i, Friend hoard
about the tric's on 8 ham ra-
din broadeast, On he re-
portedly was awaiting word” fram
the three that they wanted Lo hitch
a ride o Honoluly with him.

Friend told a ham oparator that
he planned a four-day layover at
Fanning Island before salling the
150 miles to Palmyra. mﬁ;&m

, 1000 miles due of
e atall, takes 10 to 12 days..
Friend noerally moors his sloop

in Ban Diago,
Michalle Coletle James, 3T, of Re-
dondo  Beach had-been o

convines Lthe American and ad| -
AT gOVErnments to rescue her
, Micld, 30, and Kristen,
13, and her farmer husband, John
Harrison, a 38- ~ald imdustrial
enginear from Vancouver, Canada,
from  Palmyra since they wern
stranded there on Dec, B,
Both iz have placed
the responsihility with the other.
Tt's considered an American
matter since the lgland 15 in Ameri-
¢an territory,” said Chris David,
Canadian consul in San Fransisoo.

{n danger, and even if it did, the

Guard's C-130 Hercules alrovalt
would not be ahle to land on the is-
land's ed and overgrown
World War T-era airstrip, Chief
Poity Officer Bob Baeten said in
Homeduhe - -

“This has bean kind of a Gilligan's

Ieland thing,” Baeten sid about the
family's misfortune,

The Harrisons were cTulsing to
Atstralis when the masi of their
£300,000, 45-fool, trimaran Sigyphus
was dosmed on Dec. 6 ina
that leghed the vessal with 40-fool

A Coast Guard rescue plane
dropped a radk snd enough fuel for
the disabled craft (o reach Palmyra,
nbant 80 miles away.

Bul the unfortunate crew ship-
wrecked on & reaching
the atall. Two gtar, a squatter
on the BiA-mile-long coral isiand,
Ray Landrum, spotied the ma-
rooned craft and rowed a small boat
mut Lo take the family in. ;

The Harrigons aro living on their
mmuhmmmmw
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f “The
dumping low-level radioactive wastes

plrﬂelmﬁﬂn;uﬂhdmnthmguthj

| mﬁmmummmm
rmmmﬂmhmnemﬂrphmmm

! Mﬂﬂnﬂﬁﬂm“ﬁﬂﬁn
of the Northern Marianas and 600 miles from

wastes in Se

2 Indicted in Decﬁi:
on Pu’lmyru Atoll

L%

: California atto : al it w
roey aince
q?'t ined eartler this week um
-gkefetal remains found last month on

Mrs. Grgl:a.n'l hoshand, Maleolm
“Mac" Graham, who also is pre-
sumed to be dead, Investigntors
‘have yet to determine if other

e

mains found along with Mrs.
Graham's arc i r husband.

Mrg, Graham’s remaing were
identified Tuesday when the FRIP's
. DC., office confirmed
that jaw and teeth of & skull found
inside an aluminum box on Palmyra
migiched her dental charts. The box
was found by m South African boat-

what caused 1t

uTMiﬁ hile boating off the
W

tiny atoll, located 1

filed, |
fielt that -8 body 8 murder
fnlummhﬂrmldmmw

Both wenit convicted of the theft
charge. In 1976, Stearms was given &

Pwo-year term; Walker got 10
years. He also was sentenced to
three years in ulmﬁrnl.ﬁ'lw
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Heaﬁﬁre asks

nuclear waste
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age of five
nuclear waste a
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Describes

: \_;Vqlker Letter

very much

By Jim McCoy explained in intelligent, smooth lan- Allen is Walkor's alias. The

Star-Bulletin Writer gunge the “close’ relotionship which  ©on wae later con-

& Tihiak we g Malker said he and his mm?tdh vlfahf thewrum. i
mild state of shock at the loss. It mﬂtarhldnﬂmmﬁhnl el B ! L e

is
4
§
|

|

Vern "' Muff

gald they suffered when the
ﬂ:-h:m: “died In a boating acci-

BUT IT ALED informed Mrs.
Muneie of Walker's and Stearns’
ﬂl!‘l:l.ﬁ:mi tl'l file & salvage nlldna::.

¢ brather's J'-I-ﬂﬂ even Hmllll
hadn’t reported to sothorities the
circumstances behind the Grahame'

dipappearance.

The eight-page handwritten letter
iz a court exhibit that was not intro-
duced a;a'li'al.hur’: 1876 trial n;
charges he stole Graham's yacht.
was discovered vestérday n 1.5,
District Court files. Tt"s unknown if
Mrs. Muoncie ever received the let-

ter.
himzelf Hay Allen, Walker
Btephante Btearns as his
“orife’™ k0 the letter but later wrotn
thai the pair planned to marry.

for thrs {the. GraRame" 4

- " during the
two eouples’ stay on Palmyra. Walk-
er then wrote: *“‘Please prepare
yourself for the worst.””

He wrote that Muncie's brother
and sister-in-law were desd, and
launched into a discussion of how it

The letter contrasts with state-
menits made by friends af the
Grahams who deseribed the tan eou-

plea” relationship on the tiny atoll as

cold and unf sibility, Two other qualities that are and 1 to thiz as soom
Mews accounts which ran shortly  particularly sigeificant to me were m}’;h'f’u \ e m::uult:
ﬁﬂ? EHPJWH ware mmfmhﬁ and r!;lrld for Muff..- that we wish to seek advice,..™
unts suggesting . a lomely eynicism, which Walker also wrote
that Walker and Stearns were |canonly say [ vaguely sensed. Per- hit a reef while he w::'m

for food. The accounts haps this amoonted to lr intuitive
ag 1"ve

H through the channel at Palmyra af
also mlﬂa: A point of me that recognition of kind, often  ter they searched mncnul.nglu' for
Grahams' yacht, oy W% mﬁduﬂ mrzﬂ?aﬂ :rﬂ!llﬁlgnnniaﬂt; the Grahams. He deseribed how he

Blions Was my any eanfirma had to abandon his own ship.
far more so than the Walk- came in having recently resd some- i b

er's leaking ond oily ketch, the Tola,

and sn

rangy v o was low on Many of Grahams WETE for her week for teven
food and provisions and used 8 hand-  aboard the Sea Wind, Ineluding 5  montie 1 had Lottt He mas mro
gun to shoot fish and birds for food.  will which listed Mrs. Muncie.} e had eriaed: et foan

BUT WALKER in hiz letter paint- alkar aszed, painted, outfitted and
ed & different picture and . the MTEEQ mhml:i:hl: sunehed her with champagne. We
sailor Graham with writings like wrote: named her Iola, which in Hawalian

; maans ‘Ta Life," our {oast, "

He todd of how he and Stearns re-

mand af the search, for it geems to  her in the voyage a world registerad the Sea Wind under

me ot ol vhe oc ot saling e st lnc and Mk bmgan, e have_pame Tokal, measin "ot one
n anyone o i the 3l

vlﬁul.tadmha&hh self-sufficiency  circomstances. We feel you should mnpmetﬂﬂlulmmﬁb
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Pacific Governors Oppose Durnpmg Atom Wastes

ByROBERTTRUMBULL
Specind iz The ew Tark Thmes : =
HONOLULU, Oct, 4 — The Governors  gfficers are Gov. Peter Coleman of
Hﬂiwtﬂ.ﬁuam.hmudm!ummm,gm rican Bemoa, Gov. Paul Calwo of

Worthern Mariana [slands have Guam and Gov, Carlos Comachn of
i'lﬂlﬂl A jolnt statement gpposing plans  Mariana Islands. The thres tecritories

e
pagel
i

of the vigorous.opposition has

by the United States and Japan to their 88 Hawali  been wolced By “Fiji v Bow
nuclenr wastes in the Pacific Qcean. - i bmﬂﬂ;n Bot Bave o repre- Guinea, who fear that a leak of radicac-
The four Govarnors, mesting hers i mtauvu i Congress and are subject tp t¥e material would endanger fishing,

oversight by the Interlor Department. I Ity thetr most | o

iy gandeaiiin Moty werhes i S " The: kit who met hers
3 FIOrE,

i e pposes the The nuclear issue has been brought toa: Thursday and yesterd uidlheirprn-

dnmphﬂﬂfi'!dlﬂar:ﬂ.wnu:teumlnl ﬁh’ﬂlﬁmlﬂ‘!mhm“rﬁar nﬂwuﬂhnamnnernr

any part of the Pacific Ocean. " year to deposi wilevel muclear Governor Comacha sa r.iTJ:a Pacil!: is

. farm, layground and . . _ our fu-
The Pacific Basin Development Coun-  waste, such as contaminated clothing, in ﬂ;—ng," i i
cil was founded last February at a meet-  the Pacific forth of the Marianas, Japa- They also discussed
ing of the four Governors and several pese officials Bave said that the radiated nomle program Inct BUCh projects

seholars and businesamen at Kullimae, 8 stael containers eoated with cement and ui‘lﬂmrﬁe:. aguatle agric o P 8%

resart outside Hooolule. The organiza- deposited In desp water some time in dmnalupmmt pej

part on economic projects of

uﬂmu’mb;ﬂﬂm Fﬂ?ﬂﬁlﬁﬂm& 1881, manant office in H-:nulu!u will an annual
nosles ~Japanese lishermen bave threatened to bu nmm,m:m
American islands in the Pacific. use their boats to prevent vessels from i
Gov. George R, Ariyoshl of Hawali i3 | dumping nuclear material in the area,
the president of the council. The other
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| B_onin Islanders take a stand

An obecure, tf beautiful. Japanese colonial
acquisition in the western Pacific has be:
came gn embarrpssmant to the Tokyo g
ernment’'s controversial plan o’ deposit
“low-level” nuclear waste material. such as
contaminated clothing and irradiated water.
in the sea forth of the Mariana Islands.

The dumping program is being oppesed by
Parific island peoples. including some in Ha-
wail. The protesters have no doubt noted
that the scientists. who keep assuring every-
body fthat no harm can possibly come from

themaelves fo be volnerable to this type of
demonstration. & similar undertaking: in
Japan proper hae aiready hampered the
movements of a Japanese nuciear-prwered
naval vessol in bome waters.

In Japan, the fishing community is a po-
litical forpes it i the power base, for exam-
ple. of the new prime minister. Zenko
Buzuki.

B0 THE GODVERNMENT has postponed
the nuclear disposal scheme in response tn

the Ogasawars protest, bot for bhow long is °

unkmown.

Jnpan s especiall solicitous of the feclings
of the few hundred Ogaspwara people for
historical ressons. For more than a hundred

years the original seftlers of the islunds and

their descendants have insizted that they
were really Americans, and kept demanding
that the isolated archipelago of 27 tiny is-
jands be handed aver to the rightful ewner,
the United States.

--..\_|_\_\_\_

And for more than three decaa .. from the
end of World War 11 until 1968, the islands
wire under American paval administration,
Thelr prosperity during that period made
the residents more pro-American than ever,

Japan’s claim fo the group dates back to
thetr discovery in 1583 by & seafarer from
Kyushu named . Fgasawara Sadayor| —
Opasawara is the surname, Japanese-siyle
— for wham they are named.

An attempt at colonization [ailed when it
was found that the ferraim. mostly  steep
mountainzide, was unsuiteble for growing
rice. A later visitor claimed the islands for
Britain. Another passing navigator; stifl
later, axsertéd 1.5, sovereignty.

Washington ignored the Bomins. as they
were called then, bul o British consul in
Honolublu named Charlton, acting on instrue-
tions from London, sent out a colonizing ship
commanded by an [talian with Hritish na-
tipnality, named Mazzarn. Aboard wers fwo

on nuclear waste dumping

%

giher Britons, & Dane, about 20 Hawalians of
both sexes and & mariner from Massa
chusetts named Nathaniel Savory. They
landed on Chichi Jima on June 35, 1830, and
found the islands deserted.

Mazsarn, story goes, drank himsell io
death, whereupan Savory took command,
haubed down the Unben Jock snd raised the

‘Stars and Stripes. Mew settlers drifted im,
“gwer the years, from the Philippines. Guam

and other Pacific islands,

The American zeamen who declded io
jurmp ship al Chichi. reportediy a lively trad-
ing post with plenty of booze and willing
wamen in those days, ineluded a black sailor
named Washingien who left an African
stamp on [uiure generatinns.

JAPAN COOLLY annexed the ixlands in
1876 and eventually had more fhan T.500
farming and fishing eolonisis insialled, but
all except the military garrison wers evacu-

ated when the Americans began the bom
Ing during Warld War 11

Alfer the wat, with the TL5. Navy In con-
rrol, only the descendants of Ehe American
settbers. numbering fewer than 200k were al-
lowed hark,

Om & visit in 198, just before the islands
wore returned to Japen, the resbdents wore
still spesking English with the Deown: East
Yankes accent of the original Nathaniel
Bavory The comimonest surname on Chichi,
nexl b Bavory was Washinglon,

The Japanese, wha by then had become
pxperts inpublic relatlons: handled the
potential loyalty problem by inviting @
representative erowd of the younger peoplo
tn Tokyo, They came back dazzied by the
bright lights of the Ginzs, Shibuye ond
Shinjukn. _

The protest against nuclear dumptng indi-
cates that the islanders have heen intecrated
into Japanese pelitleal 1ife as well

O/ IHIOS R ~Y



‘It would mean revolution’

Al

No Pacific N-dumping, .

By Barbara H“ﬁngl
Advertizer Scinrce Writer

Jacgues-Yves [f‘unﬂtulu, marine
explorer who has, through television,
movies and books become thu

store spent noclear fuel.
T won't be done. That's the news
1 have,” said Coostesu during a
conference tn Waikikl. *“This is
g o happen and llE it did, it

d mean a revolution.™
Referring to a rocent agreement

E

I:!.t comments about it.
“Home? I have no bome," he aaid
without sadness. For 50 of his T0

years, Jacques ﬂwmn has made
the sen his life, “ever since I cit my
umbilical cord to evolve freely as
man-fish,™"

In his evolutlonary process, Cous-
teau has traveled the world’s
OCeANE, e with the Iatest in
make man ad hle
to the sea, and to ko ge of
it back to share with land-warld.

He goes armed with cameras and
ngualongs 5o we may learn about
the likes of * Shark: Splendid
Savage of the Hﬁiﬁuﬂgﬁ" Whale;
diminutive

ment of our 1 regources “twill
be paid for by folure genera-
thoma. "

During

his lilling speach style =0
familiar from his television pro-
grams to categorical elipped state-
ments of a senmior etatesman as he

mmmmunu on the future
[hnma’ﬂkllll s Hfebalt — the gea.
**The oceans have roots, the
rivers, ﬂEEP house of the conti-
nants,” Coustesan sald In his heavily
Pmeh umtﬁ:l English, "in tho
bosom of the sed multitudes of crea-
tures were concaived,”
Yet, said the captain of the famous
Calypss' exploration ship, the
dﬂehﬂng at sach & elip
that perhaps as early s 20 years
henece, up to & million species of fish
will be eradicated, “'500.000 to ona
million species Hnt our children will
MEVET BEE." :
We have the answers, he sald.
“Marine sclences are far shead of
the nse wieare making of them." His
televizion specials have brought

awareness o the . he said,
“hat it has not the deci q.ltrn—
makers. Dectpion-makera o not Took

.tw 1
Some new decksinns need to be
made if the planet and its water

‘gource is o survive, He is distressed

that economy and ecology are aften
See Coustean on Page A4

."-Mﬂwilﬂﬂl wmn

Cousteau

predicts

Cousteau addresses the American Bar A lation
I.ﬂnmtﬂﬂrgmm““s.m‘?::ﬂim'

generations.”

averiiuee ohata by Bes sat
Improper man-
« by future
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mm_w Editors, Bl Bwam, Spoch fdéor; Pl
e Ediew; Chaarlas Carl Thmmarmon, domot Edeor, fiorol Pog.
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Nuclear Fuel

Storage of spent nuelear fuel in the Paclfic is 3 hot issue
in more ways than one. Announcement of an agreement by
umﬂnltedshmlndllpmtﬂmﬂmajmntmdyutﬂm
faaaihimyutmh Btorage can be expected fo set off a
chorus of bods.

As explained by representatives of the federal départ-
ments of Energy and State, agreement to do the study does
not mean that spent fuel will in fact be stored on a Pacifie
mmmm::hﬂrhmtmnmppuedhutﬂarma

ﬁ-‘ﬂ

- specifie site for storage, That would only come later. if it

P hFEEee P

R F

-

was decided that Pacific storage was in general a good
ides.

The study will examine a wide spectrum of problems —
environmental, legal, political, economie. Any decizsion to
go ahead with storage would be made years from now and
would have to be approved by Congress under legislation
that Sen. Spark Matsunaga initiated.

A bue and cry was raised when it was reported that
Palmyra Island south of Hawaii was under consideration
as a storage site. But the federal officlals say Palmyra was
Eiven a preliminary inspection only as an example of the
sort of place that might be considered, and that the govern-
ment was far from making a decision on a site.

Nuclear spent fuel can be stored, or it can be reprocessed
for re-uge. But the produces material that can
be used to make nuclear weapons. In order to stop the
proliferation of noclear weapons, the United States is
trying to promote storage. '

This is a world-wide problem, but the proposal to store
fuel in the Pacific is simed at handling spent fuel from the
Far East — mainly Japan, but also South Korea, Taiwan,
‘the Philippines and others,

The assumption is that although the storage of spent fuel
presents some degree of danger, the proliferation of nu-
clear weapons would be far worse. That is almost certainly
correct. .

The stored fuel is so **hot" close up it is not easlly sus-
eeplible to hijacking, nor is it explosive. :

The question that this study will address is not whether
spent fuel should be stored, but where. That seems to us to

‘be a question that deserves serious study, because the

mummﬂumnmnm

— s

E ﬁnfmyrﬁ Lessees

Foresee Tourism

E rs in a copra tion on Palmyrs have
‘:. papers with a :ﬂ:flﬁnmr 1o incorporate
tourist activity

R T i e e
nEtlves stmag Island are
flities for copra nunthnﬂ:mwi:
mﬂd.hdamﬂ. N'I: b;.ﬁdm atall has hﬂ#
e with rats, he sa production won
until they are exterminated,
ra Atoll liss aboot 1,200 miles south of
H-wuﬂ It is just north of the nowly formed nation
of Kiribati, which includes the Gilbert Islands, the
hhndlandlﬂﬂthlunetﬂlndluupl

Plhn:.rrl remains & U.S. possession ud hag

beon considered a5 & ible site for storage of

nuclear wastes. The lsland is owned by Leslis

Fullard-Leo of Honolulu and twa brothers, who

have leased its copra and fishing rights to the
partmership.

= enterprise, and they
3 the tiny, mrtiuntipulthel..tnmlmh
Robert W, Nielson and John Bryden, who form-
Falmyra Plantation lagt year, have incorporat-
their business as Palmyra Partne-.u Ine., Niel-
i anid yenterd::.'
ielson salid be envisions commercial and spapt
hhgnndlimlhﬂtuurtam on the atoll in-
% ¢eluded those activites as purposes of the
ation in papers filed with the state Depart-

NIMH ryden
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the Philip-

ehite on nuclear power

Tabwan and
all af which have increased

L3

Japanese power companbes mow
ask Britain and France in reprocess

other Pacific nations, incleding
radioactive waste from atomic

South Horea
Enm
d
t° genoration.
power facilities in operation until the
eountry builds its own facility.

Spark

power
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unaga and signed by Pre

Carter last month,

Government sources said the
United States wanis to use the stor-
age for waste from nuclear
waste plants nof

8
tradiseed E Hawaii Sen.
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Drawing Attention
to the Pacific Basin

A resolution urging the federal government to pay more
attention te the Pacific Basin was approved by Hawaii
Republicans at their recent convention. It will be presented
to the platform committes at the national GOP convention,

The resolution emphasizes that with improved technology

SISy Aep- seabedTining. Und with growing shortages of

rRERdanda iy fapepEreE=

ERSE NP AFRAR RN R

Ty

natural resources, “there will be increased necessity to
focus attention on the orderly use of the rescurces of the
Facific Ocean and ocean floor during the next decade,”™

Consequently the United States needs to understand bet-
ter the geopolitical changes in the Pacific region. Ameri-
cans reslding in Hawail and the territories of Guam,
American Samoa and the Northern Marianas can help in
this process, the resolution says. It urges that residents of
these areas be assigned to responsible positions in the for-
mulation and Implementation of U.8, policies for the re-
gion,

The proposed Pacific Basin Development Counell, which
would coordinate development in the U.5. Pacifie territo-
ries and Hawail, gets a plug. A bill creating the council as
o federally supported regional commission has been intro-

. ¢ duced In Congress by Sen. Daniel Inouve,

~ Also recommended are eliminaton of bureaucratic re-

straints hindering development of U.8. possessions in the
Pacific, greater attention to their shipping, air carrler and
telecommunications needs, and revision of 1.5. fishing poli-
cy regarding migratory species such as tuna. Fishing
policy isa zore point in U.5. relations with the new Pacific
nations because Washington insizts that migratory species
are exempt from restrictions of national marine economic

In separate resolutions, the Hawaii Republicans epposed
storage of spent nuclear fuel on Palmyra or other Pacific

- islands, and asked France to stop nuclear weapons testing
at Mururoa Atoll.

As the largest and most important U8, possession in the
Pacific and the only state, Hawaill must take the lead in
bringing the concerns of the region to the attention of na-
tional leaders. Such resalutions help perform that funetion.



Pacific délegﬁ tes
alr gripes against
nuclear arms use

By MIKE KELLER
Advertiser Stalf Writer

megabucks, "

Armother
“hmfﬂanutlfm on the use of tac

8 = 10 an octo preadin !
of the Fagite, - - T oveading o alf B

Others advocated a halt to even ' :
miclear snergy. They fear Mdm'p:ll;!“t: ; o
fear that continued peaceful uses “are inexorably
intertwined and will further legitimize™
mﬂi!:.:n' ﬁ“ ed military
And continued mi HBEE,
pointed out, could ultimately destroy the a2
In short, about 5 delegates to mﬁﬂu:l%
l"nd.!bl.: E?nfﬁrmeﬂﬂm — and about the same
number of observers — yesterday spent the day
belng briefod on efforts and h
nneﬁuﬁfm“l;t!:uﬂun. a arguments tnr_lﬂﬁ
[ news was ehe i
omtan Bedar, of Palay, ﬁmm

the ca
last !
r adopted a constitution that har?:n ﬁ::‘i}

sforage in those Micronesian {slands,

Elaine Shaw, of New Zealand, told of a ''peace
squadron™ blocking harbors 8o American nuclear
submarines cannot dock there *‘and we have
enough su o show our government that we
don't want ships visiting our country,*

Other news illustrated the emarmity of the
obstacles to reducing & military prosence — and
therefore & auclear = In the Pacifie,
 Mark Czaja of Washington told of continuing
elforts to provent fram being turned into
the home port {or the Navy's newest nuclear
submarine Fdhtai:' the Trident.

Znja Bml ¢ Trident can carey 408

« warheads which are five times mym pmnﬁlflﬂ

than the bomb that devastated Hirnzhima &t the

end of World War II. He said 10 Tridents are
for use in the Pacific.

And z0 it went— from B a.m. o 9 pum. at Camp

h‘:!’hm Lanikal.
eslerday's session was the beginning of a
week-dong conference among anti-nuelesr aetiv.
Ists from 14 Paclfic countries and territories.

lezt-I represent church, labor and community
organtrations who are deformined Cto gtrengihen
their grassrools movements and make & strong
network of Pacific peopls determined to free the
reﬁ-on of the dangers of radicactivity, "

o8t of the mﬁe_renu is far delegates only
m%ﬁ;ﬂ}t :ngl;gi.' 'ﬂil'dunadn:il? E:nehi?;smuinu an
" SEUES W at Har

United Methodist Church. The public is wﬂmmfﬁ

And at 1 p.m, Saturday, a march through Wai-
Kkl for o free Pacifie is scheduled. Tt
begins on the diamondhead side of Ala Means
Park and ends at the Kapiolani Bandztand, where
a rally with speakers and musle will be held,

ot "the collusion of megs-
ned the US. military — and ity di-.

sevoral speakers

-

Pacific Isle
§ Nuke Dump
Study Due

By David Shapiro
Ganneit News Sarvice

WASHINGTON-—The 0Offlee of
Management and Budget (OMB) is
et to 4 & §1.5 million
request that will allow the U5,
Japan to study the feasibility of stor-
ing radioactive niclear wastes on
Pacific islands.

The last hurdle for the funds was
cleared last week when the Interior

ADVERTISER

ZsAMCK ropy S

e ThOTE- c
Interior had fought the study since
Ociober, secking concessions from
State that would give residents of
the Pacific islands a greéater voice
on nuclear storage plans in their re-
gion, Interior finally consented after
State threatened 1o take the izsoe o

A2 Monday, May 12,1980 HONOLULU

countries from refining

foreign ]
wagtes from their nuclear power

Turn to Page A=, Col. 1

TA purely regional response to the
gifort to [ind an international stor-

age site has little chance of success,

ginee the probilem of whet o do with
pucloar wasie 1= & Ehhli one," An-

drus sabd.

* RESPONDING TO Andrus on Jan,
o, Vance agreed that “no single re-

. terior
il be paid by Japan.

nd Study

e Dump

gion of the world should be asked §
ake the sole burden of 8 responsibil
ty that is global in nature.”

""We are pursuing our spent fu
management afforts it a global cor
#xt,"” Vance said, citing U.5. ir
rplvement in a8 I2-nation study ¢
her 8 of the world. "“What w
ire in the Pacllle basin is par
of the global effort,””

Vance nid_umﬂrh:ﬂuhiiﬂud!
tharough review of & alth, safet)
mrm?ﬂmﬁ.:. social and eoltur
factors relating to nuelear storag
He said Japah has been asked. |
suggest its own islands to be stodie
along with Wake, Palmyra and Mi
way, but offered no commitmen
Eng Japanese kslands actually wi
become part of the shedy.

Still dissatisfied, Andrus wrol
back in February that the tragedi
an Bikini and Enewetak have left '
strong negative mm in tt
area” on nuclear -

“=This strong aversion, real am
pevchalogical, af the Paclfic peopls
cannol be ignored.” Andrus sais
“(They must bel convinced of m
being the only ones making a sacr
fice o resolve whet is truly a glab.
problem, o problem ... that they di
not help to creafs.™

~IT WAS AFTER thsat exchang
that Siate threatened to go to Pres
dent Carter for a decksion thal woul
allvw OMB io relegse the £1.5 ml
lion, which had beenm held up sin
Ociober in the dispute between I

ior and $1.5 millie

Sate. Another
Gordon Law, Andrus's sciend
adviser. sdmitied that Andrus fina
Iy consemied to the study witho
. parioalhsly it AgTecicts i
¥ an
Japaness islands 'B-thclgiad_
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Pﬁcfﬁc"N-iDump
Foes Reassured

“William Bodge Jr. director of the Office of
suclile TaTand Aairs. okl & Tancheon meeting of
he T gmn Affairs Council, that his
i g ngist tha . |r: BETe mﬂtw"ﬂr

I“ T . : -'I-I'_'l'._:-?.'--l.i from the m
d part of his job is “to ensure that the

13 i3
[ radioact

& fot
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ing snalogous be
Bodde said. '
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__IEI;d_Sim ‘Not Considered’

N-Waste

Continued from Page One

Pacifie for spent foel storage are
gﬂh‘n& Palmyra and Wake,

He sald the Btate Departmaont

wants m full fearibllity study at

i § 0

amnd that no decision

Storage Discussed

THE E-Tal"il'rf:. I:I-EMP‘ARTHI:HT
eama under 00 very point,
with Heftal and Burton both saying
they first learned about Pacific is-

being comsidered for & stora
by ?;ih:i about it in

admitted the department

had: Eai.t-& in not communicating

Heftel asked both Coleman and

Camachs when they first heard

lhut the mr md hnﬂ:
.'|"

Eu:{nar in h.il pra l.ra& state-
outlined the for &

the spent fusl

that nociear
“from

m %dﬁdl
“Acceptable and oconomical :
tuim storgge approaches would
Iuﬁ in reducing the

:nm-HL ar early reprocessing, i Iur
-1 |

He said hm non-profifer-
ation policy mims at developing an

international regime to separate
peacaful & ations of nuclear
ENErgy ln potential lll ated

That h!. why storage facilities are

He mn tﬂr United States 'ﬂl ap-
proge E B FHIII]..:II. Tae

]‘HTHE DOMESTIC area, the ad-
ministration proposes creation I:I

l.wu-mn-rnrmr {(AFR) ;-urm
m leimﬂ

T T Rk

Palmyra N-Site Defended

By Helen Altonn
Star-Bullotin Writer

Frederick Monree, & U.5. State
Department official who set off =
logal furor by recommending
Palmyra Island for a storage facility
for spent noclear fuel from nations
around the FPacifle rim, says the
project Is “strictly up in the air" for
now,

Howewer, ke ssid m a telephone
interview from Was + i still
feels Palmyra would the best
Ineation for such a facility, He said
e believes I'lu:hnfﬂucl am
and fear of the ue to
misinformation

"llw:niauw-uu&ﬂrlfwmnmﬁ
intact gtore them In & proper
E:mmlpuu o It wenld be & way of

muﬂmﬂumﬂmmﬂmaﬂu
going on in the world," he said.

Monree is chief of the Marine

Boundary and Division in
the State Department's Office of the
Geographer.

He was askod to determine which
would be t‘hum!::t location l;g a
Palmyra, Wake ar Midway ldud._

He said he did nod have an
tunity o look carefully at wﬂ‘”

f]ni'hn a5 with nuelear waste.

A ﬁs-gaunn drum doesn't last
long in sen water, whereas this stuff
mﬁlh't be immersed In water al

He safd 1t would ba "“solid. and dry

Turn to Page A-2, Col. 1
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fay Shar-Butintin & Sgvertiser

Concrete machine ﬂul nests are “washed" into the ocean as the atoll's
by the effects of the ocean’s waves.

NS —=

essure vichis on their way up
or sailing down te Tahiti from

ofulu.

One crew left a reminder of the
July 4, 1877 hermit erab races. The
Camilie Mew Zealand arrived
on July 23, 1978. The Ishmae! was
here from August to Oetober 1978,

I was walldng down the airstrip on
‘my way to the beach when an air-
plana motor soonded in the fonely,
o itine !“'h:l-eng‘tnud i

8 tw EEERA, up
from Fiji to scout a sunken ship at
nea-rh:‘:-'uhmgtnn Atoll for sal-
vage, banked and landed as casually
a% if the pllol were going to the bath-

P,
All this means that Palmyra would
be about as secure 8 storage depot
for muclear waslés as a barge an-
chored in the seean.
Ainsley Fullard-Leo, one of threa
fram Hawail who own the
atall, showed us where, he wag takd
by B government official. & shallow
Tagoon woilld be filled in and bailt up
ta house a concrete-lined domp
where the waste would be stored in
sleal pontainers encased in concrete,
Fultard-Lea sald be understond the
dump would be open at the top.

e

=

T -

Canadian ol man N. P, Urichuk,
who grrived on the twin-engine Ces-
ang, said he's afraid the dump would
b= an open invitation to any revelu-
Honary, with s small ship or plane,
to lob & conventional bomb and turn
the whole Pagific inte a nueclear
ERWET.

50 Palmyra s where the
centuries-ald life-style of the Paeifie
Is]andsr is in direct confrontatlon
with the nuclesr age,

There i no telephons on the atoll.
Yot, the manager of the plantation is
in daily radio contamet with the
Uniwersity of Hiwaii in Honolalu.

The Gilbertese plantation workers
here have never heard of ouelear
waste.

And they had never watched tele
vision until they saw themselves
night before last via videotape shot
by developer Mike Shay who took
movies of the igland to show poten-
tial investors the potential of a fish-

resort on Palmyra,

e brought along a portahle,
b TV set o enteriain
the inhabitamnts.

The pilan wWas o show them

“Jaws™ BS thelr Introduction to tho
wonderful woreld of televizion, But

something went wrong and the fear-

s0ma #¢ of a man-eating shark
ended up as mosningless 5 and B
saund track that sounded Dan-

ald Duck.

““Thi= is about the lagt Pacific
paradise that's left,” sald Bob Niel-
sof, ong of the lessees for the copra
and fishing rights on the island. "It
would be terrible (o use it a8 & nis
glear dump. "’

His partner, Bryden, sald he foels
there must be a safer way to store
nuclear waste than on n vulnerable
Pacific atnll.

Fullard-Leo said he and his broth-
ers have received letters and phone
calls from concerned people sround
the world who have read that the
5. government may attempt to
store nuciear wastes on Palmyra,

“We have no inteotion for selling
the island for that purpose,” be sald
He said that since World War Il they
have received offers from peaople
who wanted to use the island for a
nudist colony, & religious retreat, a
Swize watch assemhbiy plant and s
gambling center.

TOMORROW In The Adveriiser: A
day in the life of 3 copra plantation.

ASETIRRT 1S b Dot Crwam

shoreline is canstantly changed
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to Thwart Pacific N-Waste Site

By David Shopiro
Gannell News Service

WABHINGTON—The Senate Energy
Committee has moved quickly to head off
Hate Department plans to use s Pacific
island as & storage slte for radioactive
nuclear wastes from Japan and other
Asian nations.

- Leas than a week after being briefed on
the plan by State Department officials,
the committee approved a bill which
would ban any storage of nuclear wasto
in the Pacific withoutl the advance ap-
proval of Congress.

The bill was sponsored by Sen. Henry
Jdackson, D-Wash., chairman of the Ener-
£y Committee, Sen, James MeClure, H.
Idaho, and Sen. Spark Matsunags, D-Ha-
wail.

‘A Matsunaga amendment approved by
the committee also would ban transporta.
tion of spent nuclear fuel to any U5,
territory or possesalon in the Paeifie
without congressional approval

A 'major controversy has developed in

Honolulu about the planned refueling stop
of the Facific Fisher. a Britlsh ship laden
with nuclear wastes from Japan.

The State Department wants o ostab.

lish & temporary storage Facility in the
Pacllic for spent fuel from nuclear power

plants in Jepan, South Kares, and Tai-
WaL

U.5. OFFICIALS have begun ‘negotia-
tions with the Asian nations under terms
of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Act of
1968, That law encourages U.S. action to
prevent foreign countries from refining
wastes [rom the nuclear power plants
into bomb-grade m,

The State Department assured the
Energy Committee earlier this week that
neither Hawaii nor the U 5. territories of
Gruam and American Samoa are inved ved
in the negotiations, but the department
has refused to publicly identify three is-
lands said to be under consideration. :

uch speculation has centered on
Falmyra, s small privately-owned island
located about 1,000 miles south of Hawaii,
That istand is believed to be safe from
storms, tidal waves. sarthquakes and
valeanke eruptions that could threaten the
Er.l;qg of & nuciear stofrage site in the

[ -]

The nuclear storage site would be 8
temporary facility that would be used for
& maximum of 1 years, necording ta the
State Dupartment. The spent nucloar fuel
would be stored in containers designed to
last at least 50 years.

MATSUNAGA SAID the bill, which was

' for nuclear storage

strengthened from sn earlier vershon,
was passed by volce vote without dissent
by the Energy Committee. He predicted
that the bill will win early approval by
tbeﬁﬂtull Senate, then go to the House for
action.

In the House, Rep. Cecil Heftel, D-Ha-
wall, has proposed a tougher hill thai
would bar the government from Bvan
planning a nuclear storage site (n the
Pacific untll oatlonwide salety eriteria
- are developed, soma-
thing that is not expected to happen unti]

Senate ye
vote passed o hill
re app
to store spent maclear
Pacific, according to Se
Spark M. Matsunaga.

The U.B.

N-Waste Sites
Clears Senate

Bill to Control

f2
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United States drop the proposal.

Matzunaga said the bill passed

is designed "lo assure the

consideration and formal approval
by the U.S. Congress.”

spent mackear fouel withowt full
m disclosure of the site, open

Unitted States will not sanction or ap-
prove sny proposal for lsland stor-
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THE WASHINGTON POST

Tiny Pacific Isle of Palmyra
Targeted as Nuclear Dump

By Goorge C. Wilson
"Washizgton Pret Btaf! Writer
The Carler administration has tar-
gebed the Liny island of Palmyra, 1,000
miles southwest of Hawaii, as the Fa-
cliic’s first dumping ground for radio-
active wastes,

The island’s selection and the up-
roar It iz expected to cause through
much of the  Pacific illustrate the
cruel dilemma in which President
Carter finds himseld as he champions
nuclear power,

Before he can =all the United States
and other countries on getling more
electricity from the atom to lessen the
demand for oll, the president must
find a way to dispose of the poison-
ous wastes clvillan poclesr reactors
produca,

Although somp counfriss reprocess
these radioactive wastes into fuel that
can be used agein, Carter opposes this
oplion because it frees. plotoniom,
which can be used to make atomle
bombs. India, it iz widely belisved,
made its bomb from the plutondum

. waste of its Canadian-s$upplied nuclear
repelor, which produces eleciricity.

Rather than gee the Indizn example
repeated all around the world, thus
pulting the bomb in the hands of
some reckless lenders, Carier hag
opted for storing  the radioactive
waste in & safe place, if his experis
can find one.

While the United Statez considers
overyihing from sslt domes to granite
caves for storing its  radioaclive

wastes, It ix trying to prod Pacific

countries into storage rather than |

reprocessing by offering to supply the
dump.
" Enter Palmyra.

After highly secret explorations, the
administration has tentatively decided
that the uninbahited 500-acre atoll
would make the best Pacifie dump.

State Department officials note that
the ntoll, Fising & to 10 feet above sem
level, has a good harbor, encugh land
for airstrips and buildings. no - severs
weather and “longterm geologic sta-
hility."

Crace part of _1I"|E 'EI_.'_H;_Fdnm Di Ha-

" waii, it is now privetely owned by the
_Fullerd-Leo family of Honolula. The
government could buy it for 516 mil-
lion to $1B million, officials estimate,
. Thomas R. Pickering, assistant sec-
. retary of state in the bureau of ocean
and international environmental and
scientific affairs, stressed at 8 secret
Senate hearing 1hat slthough Paley-
. ra's selection is-not final, i would be
much better than Midway Island or
“Wake Island, which were also studied.

I present planz go forward, said

Fi:hr]ﬂ:,?llm;r_l could become e

Ths Wephizgiten Pret

Pacific’s first radivactive dump &
early a2 “mid-1968."

A recently cleared transeript of the
June 5 closed hearing by the Senite
Energy and Natural Resources Com-

‘“mittes ehow -thal several senalors &X-

pect & tidal wave of protesis, espe-
cially if past secrecy about such radio-
active storage continues,

Pickerlng agreed that “there s &
greal sensitivity among many island
nations in the Pacific basin, as well as
around the world, reganding sny pos
sible eontamination, mo matter how
gmall the risk, of a part of the Pacilie
with radioactive m;tgr_].a.'l_

However, Pickering said, in making
the administration’s case for a dump-
ing site, “We have A FOTIOUS CONCECDL
about the pileup of spent fuel in the
Pacific area, If this spent fuel forces
reprocessing a5 an answer to the ques’
tion of waste management, it will pro-
vide & Iot of plutonium to a Iof of coun-
tries that don't have a meed for it It
ppens the guestion of the prolifers
tion af nuclear weapons in a serious
wa._|‘_._||

on Palmyra for only 30 years, and
then moved to some other -undeber
mined dump for fear the concrele-cov-
ered capisfers would mot stay imp
regnable oo the island much longer
than that.

Under the current, plap, Japan,,

which sends its radiodciive wasies to
Britaln and Franee for reprocessing,
would shap some of them to Palmyra.

The smaller amounts to be prod
ueed by Bouth Korea, Talwan and the

. Philippines would be st on Pal-

myra. The United Stater’ eventually
might store some of its nuclear wastes
on Palmyra, oo, Pickering sald,

Exinrday, Augwsr 18, 1970

At the moment,” Stste and the En
'ETEY D.E]aaﬂme:ut envision wsinE only
100 of Palmyra's S acres &5 the
dump. Prom 100 tons to 300 tons of ra-
divactive wasies eould 'be =tored on
each of the 1M acres, for a total load
of betwean 10,000 snd 30,000 tons.

The wastes would be sealed in steel

coptainers coated with conerete. The
caniflers -would be seal to Palmyta by

i ships and stored’in other conerete cén-

tainers constructed on the island.
“The major purposs, eaid Piokering
of the Palmyra plan, “i5s to reduce
proessure for additione] reprocesaing.'
Senators listening 1o the teslimony,
the clesred f{ranseri shows, ex-

! press=ed the kinds of fears about the

plan that are expected from concerned
groups in the Pacific.

“What happens” asked Sen. J. Ben-
net Johnston (D-La.) “if a ship sinks
carrying spent fuel to the island?™

“The same thing, I wonld imagine.”
responded Fickering, “that would hap-
pen Af ships sink carrying spent fuel
from Japan to the United Kingdom or
France, a5 is currently done . . .

*The fuel would be st and would be
subject “to  whatever protection the
cask provides, which 1 understand is
very congiderable.” he gald

Marvin Moas, associate direclor of
energy regearch for the Energy Depart-
ment, said that if the casks were not
recovered from the ocean bottom, I
think one would have the makings of
certainly a severe aceident thers"

“What i& & severs accident?™ Johns-
tom persisied.

"Large quantities of radioactivity
released inte the floors of the ocean,”

"Moas replied,

THE NEW YORK TIMES
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Commerce Dept. Reparts Slaying

Radioactives wastes would be stored

Of 26,000 Young Seals for Quota
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THE WASHINGTON POST

Plan for Storing Nuclear Wastes
On Pacific Atoll Strongly Protested

By George C. Wilson
Weahingiton Pori ERaif WriisTs

The Carter adminisivation’s idea of dumping nu-
clear wastas on the Pacifle island of Palmyra has
drawn sirong prolests from Haweiian politicians as
wiell as from the owners of the atoll.

Rep. Cecil Heftel (D-Hawaiil, in a telegram sent to
President Carter, demanded “a greater dialogus"
with the people of the Pacifie in mapping plans to
store nuclear wastes in the area.

Heftel complained that both be and owners of
Palmyra learned about plans o vse the island for a
nuclear dump from mewspaper stories, mbt govern-
ment eonsultatlon.

*“It appears,” sald the congrzssman in his tele-
gram Sent to the White Hownse Monday, “that the
decision-making procesa™ had b2en conducted “in an
atmosphers of nopcommunication with those who
have the highest stake in the lssge; namsly, the pep-
ple of the Pacific.

I remain personally oppdsed to storage anywhere

" fn the Pacliie" of nuclear wastes, continued Heftel,

“amad 1 urgently request that the Department of En-
ergy and the Department of Inberior open a dia-
logue with concerned parties on fthe issue.™

The administration, after studying a number of
moasible Pacifie sites, concluded that the lsland of
Palmyra, LM miles soubhwest of Hawaii, looked
like the most suitable place to store spent fuel from
naclear redclars.

The radlostive wasie materinl would be epcased
in concrabe towers on the lstand for 30 years and
then moved, under administration plans, to another
lpeation not yet decided upon.

The idea 1= to provide Pacific countrles with an®
alternative to reprocessing spent fusl, a procedure

which provides plutonium. Nypelear homhbs can he
made out of pluloniom, thus increasing the risk of
profiferation.

Although administration officials have siressed
that their plans for Palmyra are far from firm, the
owners of the Pacific atoll said they will not sell
it for a nuclear dump “at any price.” L

ALt B cloged hearing of the Senate Energy and
Natural Resources Committes June 5, Carter admin-
istration witneszes estimated that Palmyra could
be purchased for between 516 milllon and 318
million,

"We do not feel we are being unpatriotle or on-
American,” sald Alnsely Fullard-Leo, whose family
owna Palmyra, hut "we think Palmyra is the wrong
place for gtoring ouelear wastes, and we don't want
ta have it used for this purposa.

“In fact, we don't think any of the Pacific islands
with their frapglle environment should be used to
store nuclear wastes,™ he continued,

Fullard-Leo acknowledged that the 1.5, govern-
ment might try to condemn Palmyra to obtain it for
nuclear storage. "But we don't think Washington
wants tp go this route™ becauss of the oppuosition to
the idea, 1

At the State Department, an official invelved with
the search for a Pacific storage site said that plans
for Palmyra are adily foo tentative to consider the
gueation of condemning the 1sland fo galn title to

Japan, which reprocesses spent Auclear fusl in
planty in Britain and France 15 coopersting wis fue
United States in lopking for a Pacifie storage

Althoogh the State Depariment envisions p-pan
storing some of its wastes on Palmyra, if it is turoed
into A nuelear dump, the immediate users wounld be
South Korea, Taiwan and the Philippines to detar
those nations from going into reprocessing.

Pacific Atoll Owners Bar Nuclear Woastes Site Idea

HONOLULU, Awg. 2 (UPFI) — The
family owners of the lush South Pacific
atoll of Palmyra that the Federal Gov-
ermment Wanis [0 use as a dumping
ground for nuclear wastes say that they
would mot sell the land ar any price amd
promised pubtic opposition if the Govern-
ment tried to take the island.

*Wea do not feel we are being unpatri-
otlc or un-American,” sald Afnsley Ful.
fard-Loo, who with two brothers owms the
1. 400-acre atol]l siteated about half way
between Hawaii and American Samoa.

Reports from Washington have indi-
cated that the Government had set $20
million a5 a "fair price"” for Pa :
which the parents of the three brothers

THE NEW YORK TIMES,
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purchased in 1822 far J15, 0.

Carter Administratbon officials in
Wiashingron have confirmed that a nu-
clear survey team that secratly wisited
Palu:g:a earlier this r had concluded
thar the atall, 1,100 miles southwest of Ha-
wail, would be an excellent stormge loca-
tion for npuclear wastes, particularly the
spant rods from Asian noclear reactors,

Disclosure Mada In Newspaper

Mr. Fullard-Leo said that the Federal
officials kad approached the brothers at
their Honolula bome and asked permis-
siom to make a secret survey on Palmyr,

e assumed they wanled to investi-

the possibilities of using Palmyra
ot an aquaculture project or some sort of
a weather station or research profect,”
be said, He added that one member of the
Governmeent panty said that the family
would "laugh' when the Administra-
tion’s plang were publicly anmounced.

The laugh was a bitter cne for us when
wa read in the papers that the Govern-
meel wanted to buy Palmyra and e it
into & nuelaar dump,” be =ald. “But ail
wt know i3 what we read in the papers.”

He sald that the Government Ed miot
gattenin touwch with the family directly or
made an affer for the atoll, He added,
"We have all agreed that no matter what
the price, we will never sell Palmyra to
-HU-I:'I-E_'«'L'F-E wanting to store noclear wastes

re"
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- William Hilss
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Bonn Treaty Threat?

"‘ ILL foreign nations ultimately
contral the mansgement  of
wildlife §n this countr?

That grim spectre loomed oo the out-
door harizon last spring when the 1.5,
?arﬁtipated fm an intermabonal mesting
ield in Bonn, Germany, at which a
treaty, dealing: with “"migratoy™
wildlife was presented for conside

ticms.

Anv country which signed the treaty,
it subject to intemational controls over
all “migratory” wildlife living within its
borders. Diebate over the merits of the
proposed treaty and the word “migra-
tory,” revealed that the term could be
applied to sny wildlife which might
wander, or be foreed, to cross an inter-
netional boundary, like a herd of deer
moving into Mexico, or elk into Canada.

Technically, the treaty could apply to
all of that parbicalar species located in
the L5, and thelr destinles governed
by an international authooty, In shord,
the world's premier system of wildlife
conservation could end up being con-
trolled by nations whose own wildlife
programs are still in the Dark Ages.
Partscipants in the conference included
such nations & Pern, Ghana, Nepal,
Wiger, ete.

o LL5, participation In the Bonn Treaky
was opposed by many professional
wildHie groups such ns the Wildlife
Socicty, the Intermational Association of
Fish and Wildlife Ageneies, the
Wildlife Management Institute, the
Mational Wildlife Federation and
others. Generally in favor of the treaty,
were varnous national and inlemational

| wildlife protectionist oizanizations,

some of which visualize the treaty as
aripther stepin their plarn to effectively
curai huntng.

The 1.5, did not sipgn the treaty at the
Tune eonlersnee! Neither did Canada,

| LLES. R, Japan or Mexico, Bub, some 72

riabione did sigrn, all hast thres of which
wre from Evropie and: Afriea, for the mosi
pan repriesenting those with wildlife
programs which would henefit.

The L8, vonservation community
collectively heaved a gigh of relief
when the outcome was announced,
Hawever, there was a Tjoker” in the
dreck and that was o subtle provizion
theat the Bonn derument weuld remain

opien for signing until mid- 1550 and any

| tuuniries wishing to ¢oee inko the fold,

wiould be free jo make the move untl
hiat Hme.

Even though the U5, delegation, led
by diplomat W, Alston Hayne, refused
to sign the treaty on the grousds that i
adopted, “it would infinge on federal
and state wildlife authorities,” there are
many who still feel this nation should
become a part of the agreement, There
was alsn compern voiced that it might
adversely affect already existing Inter-
national agreements, such as the highly
fiectve Migratory Waterfow] Treaty.

-
I meerned $on poaad to LT

i . i '.i.. 1
privectionist grovps an this Bounts
would det & polden opportuaibe Bk this
go by onchibienged. There gre now
GRIBOUE MUTmUnnEs eomine oot of
Washington, DLC.. that certain oot
arganteations are exerting |:_'un+|'r.1_1'ing
pressures on povernment officlals, in-
cluding kev members of Congress, o
iake achon and sign the treaty prior to
the mid-1980 cutefl date.

This must not happen! It behooves
EVETY I'E'.‘\.]Jl:r:llﬁihh-e sporisman bs fin;.' off
aE ANy missives 4z possible to their
elected officials in Washington, U.S.
Secrefary of Intenor Cecil Andros- and
Fish ‘and Wildlife Service Director
Lynn Greenwalt, informing them that

the Bonn Treaty must remain buried
andgd the U5, must not reverse its inital
decision not to parhicipate. Do it now,
before you forget, or tomormow: it may
be too late!

Scientist Urges U.S. to Plan:

To Ship N-Waste to Space -

By Cristine Rossell
Waskinpion Sar Sualf Wrones

SAN FRANCISCO — In addition to
looking for esrthbound means of
menaging nuklesr westes, the
United States should develop the
capability for sending radioactive
residues to OUIEr Space, 50¥E & Los
Angeles satellite expert

“Space disposal of cerieln long-
lived. nuclear wastes provides a
fepsible back-up to terrestrisl
dispozal alternatives, snd offers to
substentially reduce l-nngt‘therm risks
oo earth," seyvs Stanlev G. Rosen, &
test manager with the US Alr Foroe
Defense Satellite Communicetion
Syslem, ;

It & paper prepared for 8 “macro-
EnpineeEring” Session ot the Amer].
can aesoclation for the Advance-
ment of Seience meeling here, he
said 1t now appears 1o be technically
Teasible to send poclear waste into
space.

But, he added, it might be 8 "more
prudent approsch™ to wail until the
turn of the ceniury to ifmplement
gnch & program, affer the “eco-
momic, politicel, legal and fechioo
lagrcal™ izsves heve been ironed oul

Rosen urged puclesr planners o
begin developing the capability now
i mike it an "option to citizens of
the 2181 century and supgested 11
might be b cobperative effort Emong

several couptries onder United Na-
tions spomsorship™

The Air Force capiain sdmitted
that the project wr:ﬂjld be 5n “EpGr-
mously complicated systems engi.
nserihg task" Bt he said {t woold
be worth the effort because “there is
# pressing oeed for the safe mansgpe
ment of wastes that are being gener-
ated by defense and eommercial np-

clear power progrems Throughout
the world" .
= The rediosctive halflives of nu-
cleat wastes vary — some will sull
be “extremely toxie after hondrads
of thousands of years of storage,” b
gaid, Gettng rid of them once thef
ore generaied has been B nagping
international problem that has yet
1o be solved on & long-term besis,
Even temporary siorsge sites arou
the country have recently beas
dwindling, i
Rosen noted that “the problem of
ouclesar weste managment . ., i5 1ot
one that would vanish if the Unjted
States were to curtail further civil
iah reactor development and use. On
1he conirary, significant goantitiss
of nuclear waste meterials have al-
resdy been generated from many
commercial power resctors, both in
this couniry and abroad.
"Furthermore, defense nuclear
programs have also restilted in rels
tively large guentitiet of nuclear
waste, which must be managsd in
he long term.”

Fozet contended 1hei the opticn
of removing redicactive wastes Irom
{he earth iisel snd disposing of
them extraterresirially wonld heve
& “shortierm risk” esmociated wilh
jaunch and infection, bl “zero risk"
therealter.

He said studies already performed
Tor the National Aeromautics and
spece Administiration and the De
eriment of Energy indicate that
safe, Teliable disposal of nuclear
:'BSTE lo-space mey indecd be Jessl
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By Andy Plattner
Congressianal Quarierly

WASHINGTON — The growing
dllemma of nuelear garbage dispos-
il has citizens and public officials in
many slales mobilizing to prevent
nuclear wastes from being stored in
their region or even trucked through
on publie roads.

The threo states with commereia]

burlal grounds for low-level radioac
tive trash are considering closing
them or Hmiling what thay will take,
Californin officials nervously are
examining the effects of radistion
teaking {rom thousands of barrels of
radioactive wastes dumped off the
San Francisce coast in the 18505 and
1665,
Al the same time, the nuclesr
power industry and utilities are run-
ning out of roam to store burned me
clear fuel and are bringing pressure
on the federal government to store it
for them,

DESPITE THIS growing public
concernt over disposal of radisactive
wastes, Congress has never enpgbed
a national nueclear waste plan and it
iz unlikely that Congress will PaSE &
bill in its: post-election, lame-duck
Ak bon.

But the Mov. 4 election may have
pashed the problem closer to the
‘front of the line of those decisions
the 07th Congress must face next
year. Volers in several states made
it clear they dont want radioactive
wanstes in thelr back yerds,

The most immediate problem is
the burial of “low-lewel" nuelear
wasles, which are generated in

gvery community in the United
States. There are only three dumps
for this type of waste in the nation,
Weshington votors decidod Nov, 4 i
cloze thatl state’'s dump next sum-
mer. The governor of Mevadn has
pledged to close his state’s borial
grounds and South Carcling has cut
in half the amount of weste its dump
will take;

LOW-LEVEL wastes, whieh can
be very radioactive and quite dan-
gerous to lving creatures, include
contaminated paper, plastics, con
sbruction maberials, tools, protective
clothing, industrisl wastes and cons
taminated trash produced by nu-
clear medicine.

Of the 100,000 cubic meters of how-
level wastes aonuelly buried in the
three commercial dumps in the
United States, shout 43 percent
comes from nuclear power plants, 25
percent from hospitals, 24 percent
from induoztry and B percent from
the federal government,

The Entrgy Department also
buries about 50,000 cuble meters of
this waste each year in its own
dumps.

Three other low-level commercial
dumps have been closed. One, at
sheffield, Il., was closed after it
wos filled in 19T, Two others. gt
West Valley, N.Y., and Morehend,
Ey., were closed in 1975 snd 1977 be-
eauseé of water contamination prob-
lems,

FOR 16 YEARS, until 1670, a great
deal of low-ievel waste wan put in
metal barrels and dumped at 50 sites
in the ocean. Officials of the En

Storage Sites for Commercial Nuclear Waste
(Extsiing and Polentiall

ongress can’t agree on |

vironmental Protecthon Agency say
one-guarter of thoze barrels now are
leaking. Experts disagroe on the en-
vironmental effect of the leaks but
recent publicity has aroused the pub-
lic in soveral states, particularly in
California.

Low-level wastes corrently are
boried in dirt-covered tremches at
the three dumps. On the East Coast,
where most nuclear power plants
are lntated, there is only one dump,
al Barnwell, 5.C. Because that facili
by can't accept liquid wastes, trucks
musl carry this garbage to Hanford,
Wash., from as far away as New Ep-
Eland.

Claiming that federal regulations
eonceming the packaging and trans-
portation of these wastes were boing
ignored, the states of Mevada and
Washington in 1979 ordered their
dumping grounds elosed for several
woeks, This closure awakened other
slates to the impending erizis.

The National Governors' Associa-
ticn and other organizations of state
and Tocal officiale sy the dlaposal of

“low-level wastes should be a stats

repponsiblility, But, they say legisla:
tion is neoded from Congress stating
this and giving states the authority
to enter into- regional compacts to
handle radisactive trash,

WHILE THE STATES {ace the
low-level waste problem, the federal
gnvernment must decide what to do
with high-level wastes gemerated in
nuclear reactors end in producing
nucléar weapons. Some of these
wasles remain radiosctively hazard-
ous for hundreds of thousands of
Years.

Storage

WASHINGTOM — A natlonal deci-
fion must be made snon on what ta
do with growing quantities of used
niscloar reactor foel at power plants
throughout the country,

Tha nuclear imdustry, nuclear utill
ties and the Carter ndministration
g8y the solution is for the Federal
povernment to take the responsibil-
ity for this fuel and store it wntil
permanent radicactive wasts reposk
tories are built toward the end of the
tentury.

Environmental groups, however,
call away-from-réactor (AFPR) slor-
age by the government an unwar-
ranfed taxpayer baileut of the wtili-
ties. They say spent fuel storage
should remain the responsibility ol
the muclear power industry,

i

PRESIDENT-ELECT Ronald Rea-

bmsue'during the campaign; but iz ai-




N-waste .

President Carter anoouneed In
February the government would
take n safely-first approach o find-
ing pormanent repositories In undor-
ground geslogic formations. The
Energy Department is considering
copasitory sites In 23 states, muech to
the displeasure of residents in those
stater.

Congress has not vel agreed to
Carter's poliey. Instead, the Senate
voted this summer for a relatively
gquick solution — high-level wastes
would be put in specially made
vaulta, where they could be moni
tored, Three House committess have
written five different sohutions, rang-
ing from & demonstration project to
what the president proposed,

However, the committess’ inabil-
ity to compromise has kept the bills
from heing put bofore the full House
and no solution seems likely this
year,

Nucloar industry and utility lobby-
ists pay a billl iz needed soon and are
working to got waste legislation this
year. -

ENVIRONMENTAL lobbyists say
they want good legislation but are
oppasing House action this vear.
They say they would got & better hill
from the next Congross than whates-
er cowld be rushed through the re-
mainder of this ona,

The most palitieally contentious
questions Congress and an incoming
Reagan administration must answer
include what righis the states should
have in fighting a nuclear waste aite
and whether the federal government
should be responsible for the spont
fuel being burnt by nuclear utilities,

pected to. support federal away-
from-reactor storage.

The Senate passed a8 bl in July
that would establish federal storage
of commercial spent réactor fuel.
Tha full House has nol vwoted on the
izgsun but three House committess
have rejectad the idea,

Commerelal nuclear reactors are
Teeled with enriched wranium, con-
tained in long metal rods. The fis-
glon reaction produces several radio-
active substances, incloding some
that are dengerous for humdreds of
thoudands of years,

When commercial nuclear power
wan first promoted by the fedaral
government, it was assumed that the
burted fuel from resctors woold be
reprocessed inte additional foel and
relatively short-lved waates that
wonld he madicactive for 300 to &0
YERrs.

"However, roprocessing nover he-
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came a commercial success and was
banned by Presidents Ford and
Carter. They argued the plutonium
produced in reprocessing eould lead
to the proliferation of nuclear westpe
o, ‘The Energy Department does
reprocess epent fuel from milltary
reactors o make atomie weapons
for the Defense Department.

NUCLEAR REACTORS porindi-
cally replace 8 portion of their fuel
core with fresh uranlum fuel. The
spent fuel is stored In pools of water
at the reactor alles. Tho water cools
the fuel and serves as a barrier pre-
vanting the escape of radioactivity,

Most nuclear power plants sere
haiilt with the idea they would storo
spent fuel for & year or 20, then ship
it o a reprocesaing plant. Their stor-
age pools are flling wp.

The Energy Depoartmont has re-

27 muclear power plants will
AFHR starade Bafora 1ma5 sl

problem getting critical

thapgh these estimates have hean
widely eritbeized for giving industry
ton much honefit,

The Carter administration toak the
position that no commerclial reactor
should be required to shut down be-
cause of the lack of available space
for storing spent nuclear reactor
fuel,

The Energy Dopartment (s explor-
ing three zites where federal storage
eltes could guickly be established:

® The Barnwell Nuclesr Fuel
Plant, Barnwell, 5.C. This plant,
awned by Allied General MuMear
Barvice, was intended &8 a reproe-
easing facility bul was caught in the
reprocessing ban and never has been
used

» The Morris Operation, Morris,
1Ml

# The Western New York Nuclear
Bervice Center, West Valley, N.Y.
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Opposition io
nuciear dump

Opposition I3 growing in Pacific Istand counfries to a
Japaneza plan to dump low-level nuclear waste in the
Facific. Here BILL GASS0N in Wellington and MICHAEL

Owver the neat two years or 50
Japan plons 1w dump up o
b0 000 200-itre drums of low-
lewvel nuelear watle infa inters
national Pacific waters south-
cast of its own marine bound-
arics. The operation ds  de-
seribed os “experimental’ ond it
could lead 1o the dumping of
even preater quantities of wasie
in subsequent vears.

Conscious of the sgnsitivity
af * the plan pmong Pacthe
countrics wnd slambs, a four-
mit scientific: team- from
Japan’s Science and Tech-
nology Agency hos toured the
South Pacific on a public re-
lations fnp to explain Jopan’s
plans and 10 give assurances
ihat all will be well:

In Guam they ran in1o Sone
blunt quesiioning Trom
Micronesian leaders whe had
pathered there for their Pacific
Basin  summit . conference.
These island nations. that rely
on ke sea For their riches
wanted no part of any dumping
scheme and  said 500 “We
couldn'! conquer the emotional
approach,’ said Horishi Groto,
the deputy Dhrector General of
the Apency who led 1he
mtission, He was speaking in
Wellingion when the mission
arrived i Mew Fealand.

In Wellington  however . the

Japanese  believed they had -

succeeded in their objective 10
expluin ond 1o renssure, They
basad viis view on comments by

Prime Minister Kaohert
Muldoon who apposed
indiscriminale  and  wpcop-

tiolled dumping of neclear
wWisie,

However Mr Muldoon then
added ihai the Jopanese had
given an pssurance thay ther
dumping programme would be
carrped oot siricily in com-
pliance with all applicabls in-
termational  agreements. "We
welcome that assurance,” he
sapd, The Jepanese delegation
took this 10 mean npprovel, or

PRAIM in Porl Morasby raport on the situation.

at least undersianding of their
proposal, Mr Muoldoon  also
made ihe point  that  the
Japanese had emphasised that
thelr experimental programme
would be monitored for safety
for two 1o three years before
full scale dumping procesded.

The site for the dumping
groand  is  Aboui S0 km
southwest of Tokyo and

1100 km north of the Mariana

[slands in water 600 m deep. |

Armed with cofourful bro-
chures that carelully explaiped
the excesding low limits of
radiation expecied io escape
lroam the cement-hlled stainless
steel drums, the Jopamese ex-
plained the trouble they went b
in selecting the right spot thai
was Tree from valeanic disturb-
ances and lacked seabed re-
sourees, The lapapese said they
had detected mangansse nod-
ules there but the depth was 1o
great for recovery and the
mipganese could not be con-
shifered a resource.

The Japanese said that if any
governmenis spught the pro-
gressive resulis of monnoring
the experimental dumping pro-
gramme, the informaton would
be Trecly provided.

Diespite the repeated asswr-
ances that Japan beligved it had
the experience to gunrantes the
safety of the operation and Lo
avoid wncontrollable pollation
ol the sea, the scientists admit-
ted to some arenos of dowbi
These included projections on
how far radiation might spread
throughout the Pacibic from the
druams and how many drums of
woste Japan expected 10 be
dumping in the sean by 1990
when il would have trebled s
nuglear power gencration ca-
pacity. Al present Japan pener-
ates 12% of national electric
power from its 21 reactors.

Cuestioned about  the dis-

wovery ol marine  mutations

near the Linited Siates former
dumping area in the Pacific, the
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Japanese  said  that  the
Americans had wsed a different
iype of radicactive material
and had simply pushed it inio
drizms that had not been able 1o
resist pressures inodeep waler,

For those still unconvinced
by Jopan's reassurances that no
harm could come from dump-
ing radigactive waste in the sen,
e Japanese emphasised thai
maximum cadiation froem the
drums would be only 1% of the
concentration pecmitted by the

(1972 London Dumping Con-
[ vention =% et oot by the
International Atomic Energy

ARERCY.

— Japan plans {0 become a

signatory 1 e convention
later this year ond then tostar
s experimental dumping in
July next year.

In Paort Moresby, (he Papua
Mew Guinen government made
a request 1o Japan 1o discon-
tipye its plans to dump nuclear
waste in the Pacific, The re-
quest was issuzd soon after the
four-man delegation arrived 1o
explnin the dumping operation
and D EIVE  TEASDNS '.'rhy it
would fot be harmful.

Tate Simd, in The Observer
(Western Samoa), looks at
Jdapanese aid to Pacifie flishing
projecis and queries the effec-
tive prioe tag.

The PMG Foretgn Minister,
Mr Moel Levi, said co amoum
of sctentific  evidense  could
convinee  his  government o
change its palicy om a nuclear-
free Pacific. The Pacific was
one of the world's last unspoiled
covironmenial areas and the
PMG government would never
apree 10 ils being wied as @
nuclear testing or  dumping
pround, he said,

Mr Levi said the environ-
menial effects of nuclesr weste
dumping would not be known
for many decpdes.  The
Japanese had said the dumping
of the radicactive waste was
cxperimenial, & 1251w dewer-
mine whether the system wos
sife and proper for future ose,
The government, would greatly
prefer that Japan indicare its
confidence in the success of
these tests by eonducting the
Ltests within its own 20mile
limit," he saad.

Mr Levwi snid sl countries in

an
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the region had apenly expressed
apposition to the tests. *In the
face of such twal opposition,
the Japanese should abandon
their plans,” he said.

The Japafiese dumping plans
have also raised high emotions
Among PMG wniversily
studznts. A group of placard-
waving studems staged a
demonsiration  outside  the
Japanese embassy in Post
Moresby where they handed a

protest letter o a Japansss |

diplomai who assuted them it
would be conveyved o his
BOVEFNMERNL.

From Spipan i recent report
indicates that the Yap legis-
lature hos adopted a formal
mlion of prodes) against the
Japanese inicntions and the
Truk legslatere has remnforced
an earlier protesi. The 1wo
legislatures are requesting the

“Federared States of Micronesia
1w boyoont Japanese  gooeds,
They are alsa appealing” for
similar action from countries
throughout the Pacific.

Talks oppose
nuclear power

Members of private delegations
from five Pacific Island
counities hove appealed fo
Astralia to end all alignments
with nuclear-orientaied POWELS

in & bid 1w keep the Pacific -

nuclear-free,

The decision was faken at a
Sydney conference. late in
September. The conference,
named the nuclear-free Pacific
forum for independence and
peace, was spomored by the
Assocution  for  International
Co-operation  and  Dhisarma-
ment., The five Pacific Istand
areas from which delegates
cams were Micronesia, Papua
Mew Giuines, Fiji, Yanuatue and
Hawaii. Ansiralia and Japan
alss had representatives. Del-
cgates from Mew Caledonia
and French Polynesia hod been
invited bat did mot attend. They
were 1g have been Marc
Pornare from French Polynesia
who snid that his passport and
viza application duappeared in
the ‘mail, and Jan Uregi from
Mew  Caledonin  who had
insufficient time 0 make ar-
[ AEEIMERLE.

The conference followed
similar anti-neclear palks held
in Hawaii in May, but it also
took in wider discussions which
the organisers described as
“helping Lo develop awareness
and support in Australia for
Pacific peaple’s movements for
independence and peace’. This
aspect of the tolks created some
criticism from bard-core andi-
nuclear activists whe elaimed
that discussions had been oo
far-reaching and vague and had
wirtered dewn the. central por-

pose,
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Rob Walsh, looking across the
Pagitic from S atu
thal three heads are not always
bettar than one,

The ant-colonial aspect of
the talks was a direct sequel o
a series of meetings with Pacific
liberation  groups  held  in
Yanuatu during independence
week late in July.

The Sydney. conference drew
up working policies for futwre
anti-nuclear activitizs:: It also
made plans to provide infor-
mation  networks  and  the
greatest possible publicity for
what the delepates described as
liberation movements in French
Polynesia, . Mew Caledonia,
Wesl Trian, Okinawa and the
Southern Philippines (the Moro
manvement ],

The forum called for the
immediate release of Tahitinns
in gaol in France. Tt was
requested that direct materal
aid be szt to Vanuaie because
of the enoreous cost of ending
the Santo rebellion. At the
ferum $T00 was collected for
the Yanuatw delepate, Hilda
Lini. 1o take back with her to
Por-¥ila, )

The Japanese delegation of
20 included B surviver of
Hiroshima and o spokesman for
the little-known Okinawa [ib-
E_'!'.LIF!}J'I Fronl, The Japaness
offered their expertise i the

study of waste diposal and in

- POLITICAL CURRENTS

the provision of medical treat-
menis,

The forurm called for a mon-
aligred  Awpstralia with a
reformulated  Foreipn  policy
advocating & halt 1o Fforther
testing and stock-piling of nu-
clear weapons and dumping of
puclear waste, It also called Far
a decrease in nuclear submar-
e activity, the independence
of Fremch colonies and the
withdrawal of support for U5,
bases in the area. Spenkers
stressed that there can be no
technical distinction  between
nuclear power programmes for
peaceful purposess apd  for
weapons praduction.

The conference  endorsed
plans for a Mew Zealand peace
ship to go to Bangor in
Washington State when LISA
lnunches i3 pext Trident ou-
clear  submarine there in
Avgust 1981, and for an invi-
1ztion for the peace ship Fri to
return w0 the South Pacific.

Suppart was also expressed
at the forum for the General
Workers Union serike in Kiri-
bati.

Many motions put to the
forum were idealistic and Aaive
having little 1o do with a
muclear-free  Pacific. For the
visiting delegates, the forum
acted mainly a5 a platform fo
air their views and [rustirations
to the poditical beft in Australia
Yery little was communicated
te the Awstralian public be-
couse of poor media coverage.
— Tony Cole

THE DARK SIDE
OF PARADISE

g i W bt Wikl

wit AN D ;
Fublicity was given al the Syd-
nay farurm o a newly-published
book from catholie Actlon of

Hawali, warning ol nuclear
dangers in Hawaii.
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age Plan

tains about 170 million cubic miles af

witer, more than half of all the free

‘water on the surface of our planet.
 BRYAX WARNED, “We've got to
look 8t the writing on the wall.

“Wa “see the danger of the
siudtion 454 seteidts St 0wy

‘nuclear power plants before the
waste they generate causes more of

a problem.™

' Eﬁ%!mﬂ_mm:ﬂw-

gﬂﬁe 8 wﬂm the
£ Very M particularly
since the sand on coral atolls and

‘of spent puclear
Matsunaga said,

_"THE OTHER four nations
Japan, South Korea, Taiwan and the
mﬂmtmﬂl ncgﬂnmm an esti-
d tons of nucke '
fuel within the next 18 mr:lr i
“Palmyra. which Is the mast 1ike-
iy of the three islands named by the
State Department, has & storage ca-
mﬁ:{dﬂ oniy 10,000 tons," Matsuna-
ga !

i Palmyra Is private property. It is
owned by the Ledlie Fullord-Lea
family of Honoluly. The family has
received no official Information
about & takeover of the lsland by the
fovernmant,

fuel every year™



from the alr: Photo shows dredged channels and lagoon; cansewayvs are built from dredge
material. :
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Deepening mystery
of tests on Palmyra

DARYL HUFF
Advertiser Suaff Weirer

The State ant, the Univer.
sity of Hawaii and the MNavy He-
seareh Office a research
trip to Palmyra Island in January
without informing the island’s owner
that the researchers’ were looking
inta Fihﬂl as a posaihle site for
the storage of spent nuclear fuel,

i the Honolulu
along with

hhndﬂhl!qﬂhmmﬁmrwem
investigating it ms @ site for such

sloTage. ;
According to the university, the
team included Tad Monroe, a State
Department geographer; a member
al the Army Corps of Engineers
looking at available harbor facili-
ties; a representative of the Navy
\:iurj.]jlin and engineering division:
MIames Marigos of the Hawaii Corps
of Engineers: Dr. Martin Vitousek, a
university researcher and pilot
the plane; and university g
Seymour Schlanger, who acted as

co-pikot.

The State Department said the
team spent 2V days doing tests on
the island.

Fullard-Leo said he sent along &

m%gmnﬁgw wﬂ b

the u:pu'imunln That man is on
Palmyra and could not be reached.
Fullard-Leos sald he was informed
that because of plane trouble. the
group spent maost of i3 time on near-
by Fanning Island and only was on
F‘Hﬂlﬂ'ﬂ for three hours,
It is still not clear to the upiversity
|I afficizls and researchers inwolved

; ard-Leo
In 1842 file photo

whather the purpose of the trip was
el of not.

Vitousek. who flew the unlversity-
owned PBY scaplane io the island.
said he was told the operation wis
elassified, and vmuld be untll uie

purpose of Thu ruaalrth wu Eu&u:r'et1
the experiments and their resuits
were not elassified.

He confirmed that there had boen
somie problem with the plane's navi-
gation system, but said the research
team spent almost thrée days on the

Fullurﬂ-l..m said Navy Comdr.

“tial resoarch

D.B. Miller told him the purposs of
the trip was secret and sald Vitousek
told him, “If [ told you what it was,
; .d umlu
gut Dr. E. Allison Kay, acting
dean of the university research divi-
sion, said yesterday that as far as
sghe knew, the mission and activities
al the PRlMSTA teAm Were nol secTel
at all. She echoed an earlier state-
ment by B university spokesman
who said the researchers and the
lmimﬂtr research adminksiratlon
“did know the purpose of the trip
was to inspect Palmyra as & possibie
place r¢r the storage of nuclear
I"IEH

Sen. Spark Matsunaga said sena-
tors on the Enérgy and Matural Re-
gources Committes ware only told af
the ion bahind closed doors in
a meeting June 5 with officials of the
L8 State and Energy Depariments
gnd the Department of the Interior.
He said they wers told the operation
was classified and told they could
oply revesl what was said at the

aftet the Stats Department.
made its report public,

The report was made publie lagt
weel, It said Palmyrs was among
three sites under consideration by
the State Department for nuclear
waste storage. Fullard-Leo com-
plained that his family was never

of the government'’s

‘I'In uulven‘tt:.r has a =strict p-uﬂ]ny
stating that it does mot de confiden-
or allaw its researchers
to do elassifisd research for anyone,
Sapme university researchers have
government security classifications
which allow tham aceess 06 sensitive
infarmation for the purposes of their
research
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The teeth, a skull and several

shattered bones were splayed across the sand,
from an empty Motation chamber — one of

miszing from the sunken rescue hoat. And
forensic e discovered that Muff Graham had
not simply . Bhe had bean murdered, and her
body then pulverized “by sledgehammers or large
rocks” and then jackimifed inio the container,
burned and pitched into the water. A brutal, lonely
death amid the picturesque palms and blue lagoons.

Sharon Jordan's discovery set in motion another
act in the continuing mystery of Palmyra's deepest se-
ered, the disappearance of the Grahams and the in-
volvement of drifters Buck Walker and Stephanie
Stearns, This month’s announced sale of the atoll toa
Mew York investment firm revives the tale.

The sale, by owners the Fullard:-Leo family to VR
Ine., is complicated by counterclaims by descendants
of the family the Fullard-Leos bought the atoll from,
plus a freebooting treasure hunter from Florida who
claims the reef is ringed with gold from a Spanish
treasure ship.
tﬂ;i&.ﬁr.ﬂ]e only gold found on Palmyra is Muff's

Palmyra, a thousand miles south-southwest of
Hawaii and composed of only 12 square kilometers, is

3 Interest in buried treasure, or st least in sal- ZETO
- p¥vage. When they sailed into Palmyra's shel- -f-_ﬁﬁn‘w_nmhgmugnmhmm%
B, 1 ppovpesbon g WA S el ovle - Dortoe Wt Her e A
a I : arll, a umway was bull- -~
—mmmmm% dozed on the largest islet, and it becames
- They spotted a sunken Air Force rescue boat onthe  handy place to gas up Illmli-hﬁnplna\_
bottom of the lagoon and enthusiastically sev-  Palmyra does have an abundance of rain-
eral days refloating it. But the boat was dam- mmmmmm =l
aged, and was missing two aluminum flotation cham- s who ocensionally put in at the is-
bers. 5o they let it sink once again, and Bob Jordan land for a week of R 'n’ R in the windless
was content to lle in Moya's hammock and read pa- lee of the lagoon, 72k
- wandered Palmyra's beaches, 3 = 1874, twoboats putin
looking for Japanese floats. | ; _at Palmyra. One, Sea ' .

- OnJan. 4, 1981, she spolted a - 'Wind, was manned by the Gra- .
 gleam of gold inthe sand. She || -hame. By all secounts, Sea Wind
brushed it off. It was a gold tooth. was a graceful, beautiful craft
Attached to a serap of bone that filled with top-notch provisions
later turned out to be part of a hu- and decorated with expensive
man jaw. Forensic testimony lat- heirlooms. The other, Inla, was
er revedled that the teeth he- - erewed by Walker and Stearns,
longed to Eleanor “Muff* Gra- - Tola was hwaork covared with
ham, who had been missing with ~ Buck ©° .« resin and Fiberglas mat; no mat-
husband Malcolm “Mac” Graham  woiyer St . terwhat Walkers and Stearns did,
on Palmyra since the fall of 1074, the boat leaked badly and sailed

worse. Witnesses say it was 3 miracle the eraft evan
got o Palmyra. gy Fes

The twa tiny crews tried bo co-exist, but it wasn't

. Mac Graham was a careful, methodical sort who
the term “ship-shape.” Walker, on the other
hand, harvested cocomuts with a chain saw and fished
with a 22 pistol. Other visitors and radio hams who
talked regularly with the Grahams reported that
things were tense between the eouples,

Then Walker and Stearns slipped into Honolulu
aboard Sea Wind, which had been erudely disguised.
Thejr explanation went beyond lame — the Grabams
had told them to “make themselves at home™ and
then had rowed away forever. A jury didn’t buy it, and
the two were sentenced to jail time for theft,

Stearns served seven months of a two-year sen-
tence. Walker escaped from McMNeil Island Peniten-
tiary in Tacoma, Wash,, after serving 42 months. A
short time later, Sharon Jordan discovered Muff Gra-
ham's butehered remains.

To this point, the case had been reported in the lo-
cal newspapers in bits and pieces. Star-Bulletin re-
mummmmdnuwufm

-theft case. He wrote a two-part examination of
the case. “Murder on Palmyra" focussed on the per-
sonality conflicts between the two couples, Suddenly
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By the time Bugliosi entered the scene, he said,
1 Bt i

ited 1 atoll, *I would have liked to have vi

1 I 2 (T8
Passingion has o Gffeesct s Lon of Buglioet's pastic-

PLEASE SEE PALMYRA, B-3
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PALMYRA: Mystery revisited

FROM B-1

ipation. “He's a first-class self-
promoter and a lousy lavyer,”
Partington said. “Len Weinglass®
eantributions were slighted. In
il il e 0
ease
cause he was so inept. Weinglass
ml‘ln‘lnun."
: Weinglass' office in Los Angales
has not commented on the case,
After two and a half days of
deadlock, Stearns was acquitted
in 1886, She now lves under a dif-
wﬂﬂf&mﬁ: wnrh'imthu
“zald, 5
hnmr;tm hsﬁm;eirrﬂ‘;ﬁm
Elliott Encki, Walker was deci-
slvely convicted in 1985 of Muff

© (raham’s murder. Without a

dream team and unlimited funds,
Wllhwrw found guilty the old-
ﬂl;;d—nntne . mesns,
m&m-agm’am Rave nev-
er been found, nor has the miss-
ing flotation chamber, “There's
o gtatute of limitations on mue-
der, so technically the case could
D i,
upy id,

“There are no pending
charges," Enokl confirmed.
“From time to time, reports of
hunummalnl‘l‘nn . and
I‘em*tmmmmtunthart.nutmth-
ing that has turned up so far has

irl::tl; Walker. ¥
A g il
:mig:urm conclusions
from that.”

Bugliosi's inevitable book on
the ease was called “And the Sea
Will Tell." It and the equally in-
evitable television mini-series
wore released in 1881, °

Partington was furious at the
way hoe was as a bum-
o Gt ey
was pure fiction!” he stews,
“Bugliosi’s track record is of
marching in somewhere and mak-
ing himself look good. He fabri-
cated a nonexistent role for him-

_ ul[ag.d depreciated Lenny Wein-

Partington sued Buglios] and
CHS television, citing defamation
of character. Last summer the

suit died when judges decided

that Bugliozi's statements were
opinions, not facts,

Sea T st available &
‘Bea’ 1551l available in paper-

!:rlﬂ,":nugljmiuid 3

“But it's sort of in the back of the

. stores these daya.”

As for Buck Duane Walker, he
iz supposedly serving hard time
in the maximum security center

in Lompoe, Calif. Penitentiary of-

dmllarmma.lt':pnﬂhlaﬁha
may be interned under a different
birth namea — which none of the
lawyers in the case can remem-
ber, nor Bugliozsi's book can re-
veal — even though Walker
served federal ime for the Sea
Wind theft under "Duane Buck
Walker."

And as for Stearns, Bugliosi is
satisfied she is innocent even
though he was deluged with lat-
ters from irate women when the
trial ended. Most said that
thahlllnu“wﬁﬁiimmmm
wool over my eyes, They said I
didn't understand what women
are capable of "

He has tenuous contact with his
Chﬂﬁnﬂ% ey

B EVery year,
says Marmy . and that's
lt." Baid. ‘Idm’tmuw |
what thinking." |

—




Palmyra

Island Is
For Sale

By Jerry Tune
Star-Bulletin Writer

PM.-H ER.I!L a ‘EII'HI.Eg.l‘_' h.lﬂ.'l:l
500 miles south IEmHawail
owned by ihe Fullard-
;for more than 60 yedrs, is on
market, Mo sale Was
disclosed, The listing will Lo

through Peter Savio. sl Savio
Realty at an “undisclosed - fig-
ure.”

It i5 the first time that the
Ful]ardl..-&u!lmﬂrhuﬁeﬂdﬂd

o pi Mthm]-e pts.
ln%'n mat HrE has pri-
vately n ad q et it -be
known that h'l.'tl!'.'rﬂlll:l
to =ell, bit al buyers
to contact

ﬂﬂthﬂﬂlﬂﬂgbl."ﬁiﬂ[ﬁ“ﬂ,
Fllll'ardl..eﬁ. one of the throe

The llkr

Family In Hewaii, has not dis
cussed Palmyra in a full inter-
view witl the meédia in the past
However, tn an exchusive to the
Supday Home Section. the
brothers agreed to talk sbout
:h:ﬂenuntlmlc viabillty of the s

 “We have had 80 many nmdja
reports of this ha.ppenmg

in Palm
gaid Lﬁgap#nmﬂm !

'rmdrw:rs The FulHrd-Lﬁn faml-

fish could even be processed in
that location amd ‘sent out for
export,

ONE OF THE reasons that the
Fullard-Led. family belisves the
timae i clght for the sale of tho
igland i= the trend ®f Jopaness
o invest in Hawaii, However,
:cnlze:r say 1huéeén§;.' h“ﬂ.l ot

11 approac v B0V Japa-
nése Iulperprz:!ts al this thme.

. The US. government, which
battled the Hard-Leo family
for yeéars in ¢ourt on ownoership,
is another possible Im'fer Hnw-
ever, this wu not ment
the Foilard

family dmﬂhy
the mtenliﬂ -

The Ingal battle 1o l'EtIlitl
oW Palmyra
EXpeEnsive Itrt the family, ami
the leage revenues in the past
have not been lucchtive. The Ale
Force leased it ‘during World
War II, o leaze for monloring

s-the Alr Force was done in
about 185980, and an interna-
tional geophysicil mosting was
held at Palmyra in 1 The
island also waz wsed as o movie
iuﬂr::ﬂ:inn during the 1840s und

OTHEH LEASING arranges
ments either never proved fruil-
ful or mever were made, For
example, the Japanese wanied

to lease the island for 840,000 a

!.'mr in 1937 for OPETa-

tions bmt the US vernment

ldliid not approve of fo-an
Efi-

In 1978, an atempt was made
to start & eopra plantation, For
nearly a wyear and a half, 32
workers from the l]l'lhert s
lamds cut coconuts and cleared

Aerial photegrophs and
ground-level views of "the

vegefation on Palmyra were
taken as recently as last

year, by the Fullard-leo
family and Reger Coryell.

day, however, the Fullard-Leo
family =ays il his never been
approached by the government
with this fded.

Leslie Fullard-Leo suid the

family would préfer that .
opts S, e vt v
1 with the

m:kﬁumglaigad that once it was
20ld, any restriction: on the

O bia, PRt of Faltuyraxirel
of Pa a ue

i3 S Loetian &
“It's on a direct line from
h!lanjlu to the Panama Canal”
Leslie Fullard-Led, "It is ont
‘ne hurrkcane helt. Winds sel-
diom get more than 45 miles

boiir, 1§ h_flgﬂ._l way

Fol

fa
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inms, o e
area, a nudist colony, a retigious
retreat, sport fishing conter, &
place 0 mine ma e il
ules, agqupculture. & ;
_The Fullard-Leo [amily be-
lieves the most viakle ldea is to
use Palmyra for ‘@ commorcial

flzhing eliughatup.

Palmyra, which is really a col-
lection of small lsiets that swr-
round a large and deap
harbor, was used I:i, g Air
Force during World War 11 and
has two 17.300-barrel fuel tanks

“and two 13500-barrel fuel tanks.

as Hono-
desper.

The bharbor is as bi
Tulw Harbor® but muc

Maps show the depths down to
175 feet in S0me gl:;:ea.

The iarge “mother” ships used
by commerchal fishing opera-
tions' could use Palmyra, and

ecological use of the island con-

'Ilrﬂl:l.e. but it did pot prove vi-
L.

* In 1665, there was a tentative”
lease to Tidewater Development

of Los Angeles, There was @
sublease for the island - which
the Fubtard-Leo family did not
know about — that was toin-
valve a gambling operation with
25 percent of ihe money to be
given to cancer research, Tide-
water had subleased the land, if
subsequent research proved a
Jottery would be legal. Howewver,
the Interlor Department, which
hui?:l jurisdiction over the Eland,
gaid no.

THERE WAS also a report in
the media that the island was
being considered for use as o
nuclear waste dump. To this

' Cooper. who retained a tw
| portion for hiz rerrﬂt!unnl

Samnz.”

The isiand abso is in a good
gsition for satellite communici.

ns, and an oeeank’ ressarch
center for weather purposes, "It
is Just about at the edge of the
trdpical front whero weather
ichangesy are created.’” said

Lestie Fullard-Leo.

PALMYRA HAS ressive
physical  characterist At
about 00 acres,  plus

minus" it is about the size
Waikiki. It is a l4mile walk
around the island. During World
War 11, when there wera G00C
Gl's living there, the governs
ment spent millons on fmp
ments,

] heard the flgure $83 mll
lion, but its probably more tha)
that." sald Leslie Fullard-Leo.

These improvements include
the fuel tanks, & G.00-foat-lon
runway und seaplane ramp,
H0fo01 steel-faced dock and tl
small hogit harkor:

Most of the concrebe bufldin
aré in bad shape, but there s
143 or 150-bed hosplial buildi
that romains, Thers also s

100,000-gallon  water catchmy ¢
tetn

By s,

The island hos a dense to™VD
cal growth of trees, incluge .
an estimated 40,000 to &0
coconut trees and one 5 —
American varlety - soma
like a halsa — which has
ed heights of more than.

feat,

The Fullard-Leo famil
chased Palmyra in lﬂlﬂl
‘Hawall Circuit Judge H

e D,

r e

S
of? |




retreat,. sport
place to mine ma _
ubes, aguaculiurs,

The Fullard-Leo family bi-
lioves the most viable jdea is to,
gse Falm -ruufur a ecommerclal

shing refoeling stop.

Faﬁrm, wﬁh§1 15" really @ col-
1:*::“1%51 ufmﬁmau i;:ldal:a that sur-
o a and ve
harbar, waﬁrgcused t%a:l.ﬂudﬁ
Forca World Il and
has two 17 rel fuel tanks
and two 13,500-barrel fuel tanks.

The harbor is. a8 a5 Homo-
lulu Harbor but much decper.
Maps show the depths down to
175 feet in some places.

The: large *mother’” ships used

g center, o

by commercial fishing opera-

tions coild wse Palmyra, and

cations,
ares, a nuidlst colony. o religious,

ecologival pse of Lho l=land con-
:ﬂua. bt it did oet prove vi-
B, -
I 19468, there was 4 tenfatve
lease to Tidewater Development
of Los -Angeles, Thare Was o

suldeuse for the dgdand — which

the Fullard-Leo family did nod
Enow ahont -— thal was Lo in-
vilve o gnmhllnlﬁenprmtiun with
%5 percent of m ¢ o ha
given o cancer research. Tides
water had subleased the land, if
subsequent research proved a
Iottery would be legal. However,
the Interlor Departmest, which
||E|ir'EI jurisdietion over the island,
gald no.

THERE WAS also a report in
the media that the island was
being - eonsidered for use as‘'a
auclear ' waste dump, To this

Samog,”

The dsland alzo §5 in o8 good
E%i-tiun for sateflite communiei.
fons. and an. ogeanic tesearch
center for weather purposes, Tt
is Just ahout at the edge of the
tropical  fronl  wWhere weather
ichanges) are ereated,”” daid
Leslie Fullird-Lea:

PALMYRA HAS Impressive
physical uh:racteﬂntﬁs. At
sbout “800 acres; pus

£or
minus" it i8 about the size-of
Waiklki. It i5 a l4mile walk
around the i=land, During World
War II, when theérs wero

GlUs living there, the govern-
ment spent millons on fmprove-
Imemls,

“T heard the figure $83 mils
lton, but {ts probably more than
that,” =aid Leslie Fullard-Leso.

These improvements included
the fuel tanks, & GOMHoot-long
runway and seaplane ramp, Aa
J00-foot steel-faced dock and the
smull boat harbor; i,

Most of the concrete buildings
are in bad shape, but there ia'3
140- or 150-bed hospital building
that remains. There also 15 a
100,000-galbon  water catchment

L.

The island has a dense tropl
cal growth of trees, includ
an estimated 40,000 to 50
coconut trees and one South
American variety — something
like a balsg — which has reach-
ed  heights of more than 100

feet,
The Fullard-Leo family rl;gr-
chased Palmyra in 1822 from
Hawali Cleeuit Judge Henry E.
Cooper, who rotained & two-acre
portion for his recreational wse.
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The Sunday Blar-Bulietin & Adwertiser

_. Part One

By Steve Spence
Star-Bulletin Writer

0 one ever pxpected & porpse
i burn up. Bul whoever murdered
Mufl Graham and her hushand:
Mac, on an isclated island in the
middle: of the Pavific Ocean 6w
*ears ago maide the lneredible
blunder of d ing at lppst one of
the bodies—Mulf’s—in a lagoon in
the conter of Palmyra Taland,

If the kilers had dumped the
bodies of the Grahame sverboard
in the open sen outside the jsland,
ot beyond the reef that surrounds
the 38 little isiets that form Palmy-
ra lsland, out where the big sharks
swarm, the murders would have
rrd.‘ma-lm-.d in the FEI's unsolved
M,

But one day last monih, 72
months and thres days afler the
Grahams venished, there arrived a
single moment i time—maybe an
hoitr, maybe two hours bofore -t
fide came in-—when Muff Graham's
remuing rose u&!rnm the lagoon
and hegped to dizroversd. Bul
wht would respond on an island
that ks inhabited by thousands of
hirds, spiny land crabs, rats and
the secasionnl family on o sallloat
—deppwnter sallorz, they're eallod
—wanting tuipul their feet on solid
sroumnd for a few doys?

It might have tried Alfred Hiteli-
eock's imagination, bul someone
wid there' at that precise moment
of this tiny atoll, walking along the
tngoon's shoreline as the sun began
o ‘gt on the first Wednesday in
Frbruary. IUwas & couple who had
arrived on o sailboat resisiered fn
Canada; they had navigated
through a fricky channel leading
inte the lagoon., wihere they moared
Hair beal, On thls-evening as thoy
walked along the lmgoon's bomcd,
pnjoving the sunset, they noticed
soiething. poking  up. onl of the
wialer close to the ghare, Tt was the
Hd of a trunk-sived alumninnm eon-
fnlnar, which reated, overturped,
aft o coral shell during low tlde,

There were & bew hones laving
inside the lbd, and neXt w it. a
fman skull. Farther out, the cou-
e suw whal they thought were a
e Targer bones poldng oot of the
water, nngled in elther seaweed or
aigae, bot when they returned later
for them, the tide had cetoken
thom,

ayfeatﬁres, el

, 11PN By Gannett Padtic O
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Frepared by fhe sfadl of fha Honoliuly Star-Bullstin March 14, 1981

Moc and Muff Grabam
on the Seq Wind, above left,

more cops emerged from nowhoers,
treined their gund on Gilbert and
shouted, **Police?* Grilbert whiried
around, sttempted to draw the 2
Erom Its holster. then quickly
changed his mind and surrendered.

In ‘all, eight peraons wers Orrest-
eid, including the Californig slppli-
or and Stephanis Stearns, Wihen -
lice” arrived to sparch fthe shack,
they were greeted hy 24 broa iy
fraps &et around the Perimeter—
torked rat iraps, some loaded with
live rounds, some Rot, Inzide, they
found 246 pounds of i juana that
polier believed was intended for o
hazhish-oil aperalion, o dozen
Army  books-. “Unconyventional
Warfare & Incendiaries ™ “Booby
Traps," “Patroling & Tracking''—a
ook called Silencers, Snipars &
ASRaEsinG: An Dverview of Death. ™
Gllbort alss haed a Honolulu bank
ACCounl registered to " Rov, anpd
Mrs. Keith Gilberl, The Restored
Chuereh of Josus Chrfar

Sk dave fater., on June 18; &
Erand jury charged Walker with 15
criminal avts, from selling drugs 1o
CArTYIng a firedrm during the eom.
minsion of & felony, Walker el
lawyer, pleaded innocent &na
amazingly, although he had g fong
criminal record and was <tiil on pa
Pile, was released on fusi 1, iy
batl. As iz itvpical in many drog
cuses, 1P months clapsed o pre-
trial negotiatiens before Walker
Wik permitted in mid-April of 1074
to plead pailty to just ome coumni—
selling fwe poinds of MDA, Sen
tencing was sot for the summer ]
1974, but Buck Walker had nag inten
tion of golng back 1o BEIsGN,

Four months after his thest, b
mequired identificetion cards of it
man called Aoy Allen, and, disre
darding his probatien, slippeiel i
of Mountaimn View with Stephanie
and moved W Magl. Although  he
had oo experiencg with sailbaais,
Walker “paid - aboui -$2 980 far Lhe
hull of whai wsed to be = FT-Tininl
sailboat, and began to rebuild it a1
the Maalses bont hnrbor. planning,
az-he later zaid in court, 1o “wmil
the Seven RBpgs ™ Stephanie, in the
meantime, wWorked “in s Lahpips
bair. '

Az the boal neared compietingn
e also acquired o passpor! uding
Aien's 1D 0 febony, and i (e
photograph be submitted b 4 clerk
al the Wailuku Foest Offiee, Buck '
wias ghown dréssed in g pricsd Ty
habit. He then trangferred LW T E
ship from Buck Duane Walker ta
L o e Stephnne



tha FRI arrived and retrieved the
remaing. It i= remarkable that in
Bly vears the corrosive action of
the sea had managed to firy open
this watery grave—even tsough ‘the
cofuiner bhad been closed, then
wrapped and weighted with heavy
mofel wire—but the zea hadn't
faten up the skeletal remaing,
Fnough of the jawbone remained
for a pathologist in Californis,
uning dentn) records, to ldentify the
skutl ng Muff Graham's.

The pathologist noted that a par
tinn mFI'rIuH Graham's skull had
burn marka; And the skall had i
Isrleim it

HE ‘lagi ﬁrﬂiﬂ in aee Lthe
Grabams alive n August 1974 wore
their only ne r5 on Palmyra at
the tima, Buck Walker and his gir).
friend, Stephamie Slearns, whose
bont was docked in the lagoon o
hundred yards sway. AL the time,
they were using aliases, and intro-
duced themselves ag Hoy and
stephonie Allen. The last sailboat-
ers fto pass through Palmvres,
which is about ¥.000 miles south.
wast of Hawaii, said the relation-
ship between the two cooples was
‘very, very bad. "

I figured.” Although Mac
Graham, at 43, was only six vears
nider than Buck Walker, their per.
sonalitles and backgrounds were
planeis npart.

Heared in g conservative Eastern
family, Graham was sdueated (s
mechanical engineering degree
Trom Michigan), independont (he
reportedly inherited from an unele
about 100,000 whife still in bis 20
and a similar sum later on the
denth of his fathert and an obd-fash-
inned individualist the was consery.
ative, he loathed the welfare ays-
tem, the bax syatem, was veho.
mently opposed to gun contred and
didn't like belng old what to dod,
The onply quirk in his wel-ordoread
life zeemed to be what he didn’t
wanl—a lpdious caroar &t a 40-
hours-p-wesk engineering job, a

bego
be, o picture-posteard family,
He had decided In college that he
wanled to be a sailor—nol one of
those weekiend runsbouts, but a
real, "blus-water'” sallor, “a man
wio could mateh his skills againsi
the open sea.

Walker, who was 47 that summaor
of 1974, was the son of a plywoued
mill eleckrician in Oregon, s man
who was a rigid disciplinarian, and
who died at age 5, and an overly
protective mother, Beither of wihom
was nble to contrad the eldest of
tkeeir four children, Buck was first
arrested at 13, for blcy-
cleand car theft; and he wound ug
i reform school, At 14, after o bur-
glary that Invelved gunz and am-
nunition, he was transferred to
Nagm State Hospital, He admittod
sfealing five cars during his 15th
yeur, bul was put on probation. At
16, he partici in an armed
robhery nnd time waz senl n g
Sacramento: reformatory, then pa-
relod after o year, He was sl 17
when he got threseyears probation
—

for ansther burglary fust o week
gfter he had marriod his Ifi-vesr
old girlfriend in Tijusna {the mar
riage was annulled by lwer tamily},
Before Buck's 18th hirthday, he
was doing five years in San Quen-
tin Penltentiary for robbing o sory-
ice stathon with o sowed-aff. 22
rifle. The loot amounted to £330 for
his efforl and he was arrestod gffes
& high-spood cliase in which his
atolen car plunged ‘into & secand
CHE.

HILE Buck was Eetting
Jailhouse education, Mac Graoham
had inherited enough money beforp
e waz 30 to realize his dream,
With Ris Inheritance, Graham
began & long search for the perfoct
boat in marinas and docks alogp
the Wesl Uoast, A mothodical, me.
chandeally minded man who [ound
machinery  lascinoting: Grahaom
knew precisely what he wanted in
the way of o boat. He found it in
pristine, wooden, ‘$Efool, fwo-
mast ketch called the Sep Wind o
boat that Iater would afiract atten-
tion everywhere he sailad,

While he lesrned to sail, he dock

ed the boat in San Diegoe, working
occasionally on free-lance ongi
neering jobs. One night comibg osut
of - bar, he and a friend came
Upon A car. stalled in traffic, The
driver was LaVerne Eddingion,
single, a socretary and g ¥eqr
younger than Mar. She had pin.up
g looks, and Graham, wihe was
b-feel-10, darkly handsome ani
something of a lady’s man, got her
Car TUNMING. again and invited her
baek to the bar for a drink.

A long-term . rolationshi began
that might, and nhhnuzﬁ in tlie
yeurs ahead “Mufr'—hig nickname
for her—may privately have hagsed
for that ranch-siyde home, she HO
shared hiz enthusingm For Hailing,
She learned navigation and soa-
manship, ond sailed on short trips
with Mac down o Ensensada

Geaham had planned to eiresn-
vent the globe with' two or thres
other men, bt matead he marriad
Muff in La Paz. Baja California, in
August, 1964, He was 33, Muff was
3%, The following vear, after
months of Ere'[!lrati:un levery ¢an
of food and every plece of aguip.
et was ibemized gind theched u{l’
o pages and pages of preparation,
hep Muff sei ool o zail around

The Many Faces
of Buck Walker

Buck Walker is sh

left on the Big lslo

For an illegal pas:
hair and wore a g
next photo was o

theft,

arrest in late 197.
how he looked du
December 1974



the world. It took them almost aix
" Ruck Walke

: aiEer apenl & good por-
tlom af the “H0z in Ban Quentin and

Afascadore Siate Hospiial, where
e was sent Giter pileading not
puilly by resson of insanity oa
tharge of armed robberv of a
molel in Los Gatns, Calif, When kis
partner later changed his &tory in
enitrt nnd said Buck had nothing to
do. with the holdop, Walker was
exoperaied. Bul he had nomerous
parele vielatioms, including possoes-
siom of Arearms, and be was in and
oul af Elrhmu. He aiso marciod s 395
vear-abd woman in 1866 and Tather-
eil n daughter. The wife, however,
was snid o hivve had 8 long history
of psychialric problemsz. and dur
ing a fight one wight, palice arrived
and found that Walker bad am 11-
imch knbfe concealed in his boot, ver
another violation of parnle and a
theket back to prison.

In the spring of 157--noi loo eng
after Mac and Muff Graham re-
turnod from their sakling irip—
Buck Waliker had had enouch, and
left California for the Big island of
Hawail. His terms of parole were
tramiferred with him, although he
began almost immediately o g
Arre Thern,

T some point, Walker met
Slephanie Stearns and they appar-
enlly lived with three or four other
persons in B crade dwelling in Mouw
fain View above Hile. Almost im-
mediately, Walker began selling
dopae - MDA (methvlene dimethoxy
ampheiamine), o wicked combina.
Uon of speed and an LS10-like hal
lucipogen, which was shipped o
him by & connecthon in California,
Unfortunately for Buck, he unwit-
tingly sold nearly $1000 worth i
undercover cops from Honolula,
who eventually sel up the Janky,
long-haired Walker for a Dwepound
sale worth §7.000 in mid-June

The hig sale wasz arranged for
the parking fot of the Penpey's de-
partment store in Hile, For the
oecaslon, Walker packed a P
fmoy plstal in his waistbami and
stiutinexl o vohort, Keith Gilhert,
about B yards away in 4 roadstor
tn monitor the transaction, Gilbert
watched through binoculars, with a
dd-caliber automalic pistal beside
him. The moment the sale was con-
eludedd, Hwe andereover caps ddrew
their weapons and gquickly spread-
cagled Walker, prabbed his gun
and handeulfed him.

Just as Gilberd realived what he
wiy seelng through the hinees, two

nd, about 1973.
port, he cut his
riest's habit. The
ken after his

1- und 'F‘rnnlfj-'.

dan

{ 4
Stephanie Stearns

fam

“tn i,

They read books on He:mimhlp
and sailing ‘That vear, they sailed
on aneiher boal with friends e
tween Maul and the Big lsland
And thal was the seope of their
seaEning exXperienoee,

L 1 SRl A

IH San Dicpo that spring, Mufl
Craham was getting very bagd
vibes aboul the cruise she aml her
husband were planning on the Sea
Wind, “She couldn’t explain i7"
saya Mae's sister, Kit Molntosh
who pow lives near. Seattle, "She
Just felt something bad was going
io happen. She dldn’t hove s deli-
ite idea of whal, she just had s
premonition that she and Mac
shotaldnt go " Mulf mentlomed her
fears to o number of thelr [riends
Certainly, hoer premondtion had
nothing o do with her hushand ‘s
spg-going abllities. Mac insistod on
metheulous srganization, and they
had spent the last bwo years shop-
ping for cases of cnnned and unper

Cishable food on sale, acquiring

cquipment and outiitting the Sen
Wind for another blus-waler criise
Mae felt that “once we gol going.
once we ged ol she'd be 0K
After thelr worlid eruite. the cou
e hed moved off the Sea Wind
andd inte n home. making onfy shori
irips on the boat Lo Mexico, Mac.
whio grumbled abool smog and
traffie and the mess of seiely, was
anxipis o cmbark on & long eruise

They smbed into Hils Pay abow
Junme 1. andd moored next to g boat-
ar mamed Curlis Shoemaker, wim
lived al Waimen. They bacime
friendks, nnd Shoemaker learned the
Grahams were headed south to
Palmyra., where they planned fo
stay o long tme, Sinee: Mac had a
radin anil on fhe S5ea Wind, and
Shoemaker had an amatewr ham
striion 8t his Walmea home, Shoe-
maker offersd o relay letters fronm
the Graharms” fricnds and pelatives
via his ham radio io Patmyra, 1
told Mac he could get Into Lethphie,
and It might be o good idea o keep
regilar contact with me."

LGrabam and Shoemaker would
Imter set up & regular achedile to
talk om the radic—every Monday
and Wednesday evenings g1 7 o-
Clistk., The Grahoms sel sail for
Falmyra on Junp 34 Ten weeks
later, Muff Graham’s prrm-:lmlmn
would be realized,

On his last night on Palmy-
ra, an edgy Tom Wolfe warned
Mae Graham to he careful,
that it wounld be very easy for
someone to just disappear an
the isolated lslamd. Grabham,
wha had a .06 rifle and 5 28
magnum pistol on hizs boat,
laughed it off. I he tries w
goil me, I°lI get him firs,

Part 2 of the Palmyra story
will appear in tomorrew’s
Star-Bulletin Today section.,

“alElad
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al o table near the door.

¥ lefl, started to “take off
running,” but halfway down the
sireet he stopped, turned aroumnd

and went b6 & park across the

Eun, And then he waited for them

N citea

Tw there and I kept won-
dering whal was taking them so
hnﬁ."h:ﬂdllhar. “and | guass it
took them enough time to pel me
surrounded, you know, and they
ran up with all their guns out and T

t my hands on the table, 1 .
kep didn't

want them to ]hﬁﬂlmm

or :
Buck made the I's-hour trip to

Hilo in a police

R 8 e v

N June of 1875, & jury in Hono-
Inlllu convicted Stephanie of boat
theft and transporting stolen

. In December, anothor
jury convieted Buck Walker of
those two charges and faisifying a

murder.
Buck and Stephanie maintained

R e R
1l | [ -

very close to the
he point that they
had pﬁ:ﬂd to pattern thair lives
Grahams. Buck pahhﬁnm pleture
of him and Mac as great pals who
played chezs twice s week. The
TeAs0n he with & gun, he
“H'H:E‘nm Let b I;
: du ‘Bﬂt E‘EI m
}ll‘lsh'_wilh B gun," he qnhtﬁ-?ldn;an ax

:"Fﬂ testified that at the end of
Uguat, WOre o smil &
few hundred miles s tn Fan-
ning Island, where would
rovision the fola. Walker said
Grahams planned a farewell porty
for Buck and Stephanke for the
night of Aug. 8. On that day, he
eaid, the Grahams went fishing in
the lagoon in their Zodiac dinghy.
:’ﬂﬁlr 'ﬁ‘m the ﬂr:{:m‘n& E:al-ﬂ

ek mnd Stephanie that ¥
weren't back nightfall to go
aboard the Sea and fix them-
salves & drink.

“We walked over fo their camp
area about @ p.m.," Buck and
Stephande wrote in o letter to Mac's
shaler, “and finding them away, sat

S









