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that the fate of the
environment will be
determined in this decade.
Take this opportunity
10 save your world.
Do i now,
before 1t's too late.
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the barrier islands of central Florida for tens of thou-
sands of years. And for as many summers, loggethead
and green sea tunthes have renewed their ancienr link
with the land by emerging from the Atlantic surf to dig
niests in the sand to kay their eggs.

m the enormous number of people moving mw
threatens 1o destroy this extraordinary narueal
hmmge Finding the beaches drastically altered from
their natural state, crowded with horels and condomin-
foms, nesting sea wurtles simply refrain from coming
mmﬂtﬂu:mhyﬂm:reggs

W on barrier islands in east
Florida from development and ocher human
activities, we can save depleted sea turde populations
ﬂdﬁ:rmmﬂﬁlﬁﬁfhﬂd&, reptiles and plants. In
doing so, we can also pay living eribute 10 an extraodi-

nary Floridian, Archie Carr, whose life ingpired efforts
mmmmﬂ:ﬁmdﬂmm*‘.

Why a Special Refuge? =

Sea turvles meed these beaches to contine to servive—
Onur Addantic beaches, espedally those in central
Florida, artract the world's second lasgest population of
nesting loggerhead turtles. One quarter of all lopger-
head nests in the United Seates are laid on the 20.5
miles of Florida beach from Melboume Beach in
Brevard County to Wabasso in Indian River County,
Forty percent of the green sea tartle nests kid in the

continental United Seates are laid on these same
beaches. A
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world's eight sea runtle species are setiously imperiled by
incidental capture in fisheties, the alteration of habitat,
and marine pollution. But the loss of nesting habitat is
the greatest long-term threar to the survival of these
prehistoric creatures, I we do not act now, we may wit-
ness their extinetion in owr liferime.

Ouher species depend on these areas, too—Endan-
gered and threatened species such as manarees fre-
quently swim in the surf zone near Sebastian Inlet, The
threatened Florida scrub jay lives in the area. Coastal
hardwood hammock vegetation, once common from
South Florida to North Carolina, still thrives on these
islands, Cabbage palm and madberry mark the transi-



vion from temperate to topical life zones here, Sander-
mWMm muudsl:rﬂh" mff

; year- . Ninety species.
fish, including pompano and blue fish, depend on the
clean waters off the adjacent islands. For humans, too,
these beaches still offer the peace and quiet that are so
quickly vanishing from our lives.

An Uncertain Future

lies on barrier islands off Florida's easteen shote. Today
development threatens to destroy these beautiful
beaches. And with t comes the human
desire to resist the narural movernent of the beaches
‘ﬂm‘_ ﬁP-“Pr and ﬂthttmmmm . develo p-
ment is allowed we will destroy the beaches that turtles
need and humans seek.

In the decade to come, demographers predict thar
over 4.2 million people will move to Florida's coast, We
Pust act now to protect these beaches—for the murtles
and for aursclves,

A Cause for Hope

In 1987, the U.5. Fish and Wildlife Service and state
agencies decided to protect key beaches in east central
Florida between Melbourne Beach in Brevard County
and Wabasso in Indian River County. In 1988, the U.5.
Fish and Wildlife Service formally proposed that these
beaches be included within 2 nagonal wildlife refuge.

_® protect endangered and threatened wildlife

® protect and manage migratory birds
* protect and manage other species and their habitars
* provide compatible public education, interpretation,
Soon afterwards, named the proposed ref-
uge after Dr. Archie Carr as a tribute to his grear contri-
bution to the scientific understanding and conservation
of sea turtles, The Governor, the Florida congressional
delegation, Brevard County Commission, conservations
ists, and many residents of the area have all expressed
strang support for the refuge.



The Challenge

1f the Archie Carr Narional Wildlife Refuge is to
become a reality, state and federal governments must
allacate funds to acquire 500 acres of land along the 9.3
miles of undeveloped beach that make up the core of
the refuge. Governmenes can do this in two ways.

The state may acquire kands through the Conserva-
tion and Recreation Lands (CARL) program. The fed-
eral povernment may use money from the Land and
Water Conservation Pund (IWCF), which comes from
offshote oil and gas lease sales, sale of surplus federl
lands, and mororboar fuel taxes. Each year, Congress
allocates millions of dollars from the fund for acquisi-
tion of park and refuge kands,

Because heachfront property is expensive, the core
segments of the refupge will cost about 90 million dol-
lars. Asa result, acquisition of refuge lands will take
place over & petiod of years. But the longer we wait, the

Your Help is Needed

We hope you will help to establish the Archie Carr
Mational Wildlife Refuge. In provecting these extraor-
dinary heaﬂtmwmﬁﬂﬁ securing 3 future for sea
turtles, for many other important species, and for
outselves,

Concerned crtizens can make the difference. Please
mﬂﬂrnﬁmruurﬁmﬂmmdﬂeprmmummuk
that they place the Carr Refuge high on their list of
priorities, Remember the words of Margarer Mead,
“MNever doubt that a small group of thoughtful, com-
mitted citizens can change the world. Indeed, it’s the
only thing that ever has”’

The following are among those that have worked o make the
Archie Carr Nagional Wildlife Refuge a reality.

Brevard County Commission * California Tartde and Tartoise
Society * Canibbean Conservation Corporation * Cener for
Marine Comsetvation * Columbus Zoo * Defenders of Wild-
life * Disney Corporazion * Florida Audubon * Florida
Defenders of the Environment * * Tnternational
Fund for Animal Welfare * Narional Audubon Socicry *
Mational Wildlife Federation * New York Tanle and Torbaise
Society * Sea Tunde Preservation Society * Sierra Club * The
Mamre Conservancy * The Sca Tunde Center * The Seate of
Florida * The Wildermess Society * Turtle Coast Sierra Club

Tibe Center for Marine Conssreation (CMC) & 2 mor-profis
orgamization dedicated to proteciion of the marine
enpirommnent and iix wilallife,




