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Fersonal communications with the military commander (Col. Robert Hines)
of the SAMTEC facility on Canton Island has revealed that marine turtles inhabit
surrounding areas of that island in addition to those of Enderbury and MeKlean.
Indication has been given that adult femszles actively nest in relatively large
numbers on several sand beaches throughout the year. Hatehling turtles have
been obsefved on occasion around installations, apparently attracted to lights.

All pertinent information obtained on marine turtles present in these
areas strongly suggests a healthy, viable population of grazing, breeding and
nesting animals. However, no published material presently exists either des-
eribing or defining this population. To date no studies have been carried out
on these animals.
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dn investigation of this colony would have special significance at this
time due to the fact that all marine turtles, on & world-wide basis, have ex-
perlenced a drastic reduction in numbers over the past 100 years. This decline
has mainly been due to the destruction of highly productive nesting sites and
overfishing. Beaches in Bermuda, Cayman Island, and Mauritius, which were at
opne time sites for large mumbers of nesting turtles, no longer function as
such due to the encroachment of civilization. Concern by Pacific island nations
for the decline in numbers of turtles inhabiting their waters has led to the
enactment in recent years of extensive restrictions on. the taking of these
animals both in tha water and on the beaches. In addition, several countries
have initiated conservation and education programs dealing with these animals.

Because of the remoteness and lack of habitation in the Canton area,
it is critical that this population of marine reptiles be examined, described
aad defined at the present time. In this way it will be best understoocd how
tc protect and perpstuate these animals.
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