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Mrs Degener & I have your May 20 letter amd your Iinteresting artétle.

I have lived at my Mokuleia Beach home almost continuously since 1936, and have NEVER
once seen a turtle within the reef, Incidentally, a near neiBhbor, the highly respected
tation official Eckardt (don't recall spelling), lived at Mokuleia on the lot later
sold to the Salvation Army for their Homelani Camp, He told me that some years before
my coming a (monk?) seal had appeared on the raef fronting his home! It remained there a few
days. I guess seals and flightless endemic birds were pretty well distributed throughout

our archipelago until the most destructive animal = man - got here a few thousard years
220

Physician RO§_ﬁ;llﬂxlg_ﬁon;_Bnd_ij,wis_Jnsﬁ_ahnui_amphihigus.—ab—éa—hemehfromﬁa—ﬂhinh“--
land ddliege &1dbdhing for Summer work. He is a young man of action, rather than a bookworm.
He told me that not far from where he 2 parents live near Kawailoa Beach (61661 Kan. High=
way, Haleiwa, Oahu) is a cove wher turtles try to nest. Why not contact him by ! phone

63759727 g anfohe — floydou

i ém taking the liberty of writing my friend S5.N. Castle, mow of Volcano, Hi., 96785, abou

your project. He is "turtle-wise." As a young man, he had a gpecial Territorial rermit re-
garding them.

, When in the field, should you not wear sand-colored suits to reduce fear, or are turtles +tc
too lethargic to take much notice of something dark?

With algae so heavily infested with all kinds of invertebrates, are not the turtles get=

ting quite a lot of concentrated protein while browsing on rather poorly nourishing water=

logged algae? Do sbomach contents show they prefer more nourishing food like Ruppia, a
marine Angiosperm or ®F;owering Plant,?"

Is not turtle homing similar *o that of XXMK birds and even salamders, rather than chemical
ly like that of fish like the salmon?

Do they bask in the sun to clean their carapaces of marine organisms, or to harden the
carapace, or both?

Do you know our tenant the Zoologist Bill Cooke?

Aloha,

,fégasgleiﬁzxrﬁJia_____é



