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New Hebrides Leaders
Hope to Settle Dispute
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Britain for
in ending the rebellions which began

“ "
government has legitimate expe
: I‘.ltlnna for the insurrect t! i
o RS o Wl

_minister, the Rev, Walter Lini, said yes.

But British commissioner Andrew
Stuart sald the marines would stay in
Fort Vila. He would not say how- thoy
! Tkim-]ﬂlu alritft Is the biggest mili-

tary force In H‘unh}'::d: 'ﬁ' America
used them base in
'Wuﬂd'ﬁ'lr]:ie s T
Ahthough Americans
thmmwutﬂm&huﬁm “vzl.

‘ﬂd of jeeps, trucks and canned
lhlm“lnthunirmntm l[er
laneslans :.nd glves rize to the

"E mllt

tera of 1h Johis Frises Bocieey. oo oo
rum ¥
ligve Johfi Frum was an Amerlean modic
who will retarn from Yasur valcano wr:h
all the consumer durables, or cargo, that
thev saw during the war.

Anthropologists who have studled the
movement have been unable to confirm
whether Frum a existed, Mpnte
Lindstrem, a Unlversity of Califarnia
graduate student who lived with the
cargo cultists, sald he could not deter-
mine wha Frum was but he did not be-
Heve he was an American GI,

"Humors wero thal he was & Japaness
BD¥ . . tMﬂ a Chinese who wanted fo
bres M awh rom ﬂ'l.r‘uuuﬂ-w e
Lindstrom said in g&r

ean modie's jacket with Red Cross insig.
nnmt}-ulumalnhtﬂm& Mem-
bers have adopied the Hed & a5 their
emblem and crude erosges dot the jungle
trails of the island.

They venerate the World War I1 DC.3
plarie which flew supplies to the izlands.
Primitive replicas of the planes are
g}l:ﬂl in: shrines around the smoking

&sur voleanso.

In an effort to attract planes, bellevers
have hacked rough sirstripz oot of the
"“’m" e b i o
m tin-can and str 8 g

8 closely &8 they ean the magic that
wurtu.l for the American Gls,

The eargo cullists joined with some

‘sea gt g place fow called
Point.

among New Hebrides natives

—'Pﬂl'l' VILA, N'w Hebrides (AP) —

ﬁ lr!.thhmm-lnﬂlr
ian'ﬁI.i aboard & Royal Alr
hﬁﬂﬂdﬁ&d

m:h-eduuted Melanesians on
sdoy and attacked the government
district agency in Tenna. Ohe man wes

The French sent riot nnllu to New He-
brides of Wednesday, but withdrew them
the next day, claiming peace was re-

Th-l Tanna rabellion failed but on

The Banio re are led by Jimmy
Stevens, & received ad-
wlee and an E

rise constitution from Michasl Oliver, a
giemdl businessman.

Some roports say right-wing
husinessmen :Erurn. tht Phoenix Founda-

tion have backed the to make
E,Il'ﬂﬂ' n 'lﬂwh without
taxes or Hilllﬂ.ﬁﬂ 1

Stevens, whose beliefs are a mixtore of
Melanesian tribal cumm: and’ :ntl«

Communist it gays his
2,000 tribesmon |8 equipped “Fm'lﬁ
War Il weapons as well as bﬂll'l- and
ATTOWE.

Stevens, 57, and other islanders wateh-
#d in amazement in 1945 when the Ameri-

cafis. rather than take their las
oquipment with them, dom ;%‘;:.Im
ar

His American supporters rmhda;
have promised riches will flow to
mmtnﬂnwmllhhhhﬁhmm&lu
ndent country. Oliver has admitted
m:lmm guve Stevens advice but has
that he backed the rebellion,
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only one," the Rev. Lini said,
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The South Seas port of Vila
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By ALEC HEPBURN
Speelal tn The Advertiser

Port Vila, the rather rough and
ready capltal of the Néw Hobrides
island chain, in the South Pacifie
600 miles west of Fiji, still has all
the romantic atmosphere of a
James Michener navel, -

Everybody's idea of what s
sleepy: little Bouth Seas port
d look like, it ts the sort of
place people once ran away to, to
become beachcombors,

Vila slumbers away its days on
Efate Island, a rugged 26 by 14

. mile gem set in & sparkling emer-

ald zea, !
Cloaked in lush green jungle

¢ mnd eoconut plantations, it is
¢ ecriss-crossed with rough white

“m
-

erushed-coral roads and fringed
by almost deserted silveér

8
Infact Efate is so lush even the
fvm:u_apuau around the plantations

aproutlng elimps of new leaves,
The scenery is qulte breath-tak-

-~ ing. Through the long lines of tall

o

cdconut palms there are pieture

- posteard views of the biue ranges
= inothe center of the [sland, which

- rise 1o 2,200 fect at Mount McDon-

%o

L ]
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Exotic birds, such sz the multi-
eolored Cocomut Lard, flit through
the trees and sround the tiny Me-
lamesinn leaf villages that dot the
buaah.

Though heading towards inde-
pendence, the New Hebrides: is
gtill & colony, but, one like no
other. It is the world's only Con.
dominium, governed jointly by
both Great Britain and France.

In Vila just about all services
are duplicated, including the
hospitals and the palice,

One police force has distinetive-
Iy French uniforms, the other
British. At the airport there are
both French and British Customs,
the visitor taking hiz pick.

French and English sre both
spoken everywhere, along with a
locat form of Pidgin, The eurren-
e¥ s just as mixed up.

There 5 & French Pacifie
France, stamped “Nouvellos He-
brides'' for local wse, but. the
most widely accepted money is
the Australlan dallar, '

Even the colorful island stamps

are’ printed in both French and
English, making them interesting
eollectors’ items;

The streets of Vila have grand
French names and “:;' hes itx
ovwn-special enuth seas charm,

There are big old wooden ad-
ministration buildings,
warehouso-like department
stores, curio shops, tiny cafes and

brightly-painted flat-fronted Chi-
nese with small shuttered
display WL 3

Anclent wooden idols can be

One of the most interesting
buildings is the Cultural Centre in .
Hue Higginson, which houses g
LSS .

On‘display are native artifacts
of all kinds, huge tribal drums
carved from tree-trunks. unuswal
lpcal wildlife, as well as collec-
Hons of insects, stamps and his-
torical photographs. _

In the hills above the business

houses hide, behind gardensz
ablaze with bougainvillea, alean-
der and hibiscus. The heights
command & ing panorams
across the town, port and harbar,

Though it is far off the beaten
track, progress is mow rapidly
catching up to sleepy little Vila, in
the form of ludury resort hotels,
supermarkets, multi-storey apart.

ment blocks, ing arcades,
alr-condition bank bai % and &
neEw part:

However, Vila still has a long
way to goto catch up to the rest
of the world.

At the moment it has no daily
newspaper, no television, few

ﬁ{eaﬂﬂtd roads and no
Proper pu transport.

It does, howewer, have numer-
ous taxis operated by English-
speaking Melanesians and
French-speaking Vietnameso,

Fares are set by regulation and
thers is no tipping. This also
applies to all other lsland serv-
fces, for tipping 1% regarded as
offensive.

Only now being “‘discoversd"
by tourists, remote Little Port Vila
is linked to the outside world by
regular air services from New
Caledonia and Fijl.

The tiny airport, 3 miles from
town, also handles local fesder
services to Santo, the only other

town in the Mew Hebrides, and to
the other scattered lslands In the

These include Tanna Island.,
where visitors can climb the BEEY
slopes to view the erater of an se-
tive voleano called ' Yasour™,

Ambrym, a strange island of
black ashes snd awesome Junar
scenery, of Pentecost Ieland,
famed for its once a year “Land
Divers', who leap from high
towers with only ropes around
their ankles to stop them from hit-
ting the ground,

These, and the many other
unusual sights of the tropical Mew
Hebrides, awalt the visitor who
ventures off the tourist tracks and
cally in at sleopy Port Vila,

il
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Within a short distanece

of Vila are leaf villages

where visitors are shyly |

welcomed, and if they
by the children.
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By DENIS REINHARDT
United Press Interistional

PORT VILA, New Hebrides — The
chief minister-elect of the Mew He-
brides asked Britain and France
yesierday to reject a conditional
offer to negotiata from rebelz hold-
ing Espiritu Santc island and take
military action to crush the revolt,

The sppesl from Father Waltar
Lini asked Britain to act on its cwm
if France refuses to jointly intervene
to-subdus some 200 native and white
planters who declared the South
Pacific chaln's largest island inde-
pendent May 28,

The insurgents, led by copra plant-
or Jimmy Stevens, agreed Friday to
negofiate for 5 peaceful settlement,
but only if the talks were held on
Espiritu Santo with French and Brit-
ish officinls taking part.

the conditions.
There was no immedinte response
to Lini's request, sent to the French
and British commissioners in Port
Vila, the capital, seme 175 miles
south of Espirity Santa,
France and Britain have jointly
administered the New Hebrides for
T4 years, but the chain of 80 islands
is scheduled to gain independence
July 30,
The wietory of Linis natlonalist,
predomisantly English-speaking
Vanuasku Parly in last year's popu-
jar elections to prepare for inde:
pondence caused reseniment among
planters on French-dominated Espir-
itu Santo, the largest and richest is-
land,
The discomtent grew sironger be-
cause of Lini's promised land reform
program, which would break up
huge plantations on the island,
Along with their conditional offer
ts negotiate, the rebels Friday
releaged the island's distriet com-
I ; mizsloner and elght policemen held
alter Lini, provislonal chief minister of the New Hebrides, ad- hostage since the takeover.
1«:&; antl-government demonstrators staging a protest in Port a5 an additional condition, the
a in support of & secessionist revolt on the islamd of Espiritu  jpsurgents demanded the restoration
'Santo. Former Chief Minister Gerald Leymang holds the bullborn.  of ielex, telephone and air links to
|

—— .
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naky Party, the party he is rebelling
ageinst, sdmired his contempt for
the condominiom

could strike with the government,
Hegardless, his revelt has illus-

trated how ineffective the con-

dominium has been In

The “'child,” ha lived thro
Mmduﬂ?ﬁmmmxﬁ
has had to , oW perhaps cap
teach the & lesson by find
ing a to its problem in its
OWT MANDer.
|.L‘:“;‘a'.‘:ai . NEW HEBRIDES
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A wm Monday, bune 2, 1980

No Panic’ Among Evacuees
700 Are Removed
from Rebel Island

the South Pacific island of Emirim
Banto, selzed by spear-wielding
plantation owners ing to block
ind e of the
from France and Britain.
Father Walter Lin},
s of the New Ha
[l WikC becomes i:ﬂh[!’lﬂﬂ]ﬂ
July 30, said some peopls wers hurt

rlmae

ot B
i : no
hﬁ;h takeaver last Wednesday,

Lini did not say if his interim gov-
E:men;.nllu ;:.trmﬁm lnml:;.
separatists, but on Baturday
asked the United Mations for mili-

tary agsistance to guash the
om the island used as a mode] for the

hit musical “South Pacific.™
Government sources said the 700
m had been taken by small
land trading vessels to the
small island of Tangoa, just off the
eoast of Espleita Sante, and would
be tran to the island: chain's
capltal of Vila, some 30 miles to the

soiath.

“*There iz no panie; the evacuation
s in an orderly fashion,"”
a spokesman said. :

COMMUNICATIONS WITH Espir-
ity Santo have been disrupi-
ed, and the rebeis are expected to

tax haven -

attempt to seal off the island
the avacoation is i

Plantation owners led by the
white-bearded Jimmy Sie.
m tnok over the iull":_:::|| in & ‘caup

-] % and
sows and arw, sling e i

t i
shoner and about o dozen 4

Stephens and several French

fear they will |
SprS

Bri a5 well as Melanesians and
mixed races.
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British, French to meet on isle revolt
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Im Vila, the atmosphers was bonse
tourists afd but quiet yesterday. Extra police
istratinns — who run separate police

British resi- from the British and French admin-
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& well as separate jails and

fﬂ"ﬂl

‘Ererlmml is tooe closaly elipn-
Britain,

by a few American businessmen who

want o establish 8 €ax free wate
and by French planters= who fear the

Lini
ed

:rd:mll.—wuru:alhdmt Spurces here said hes is supported

5 usuil and the dally

u:r Australian tourists ar-
onintermupted.

Hﬂ-‘! danee halls In Vila wars
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PACIFIC
POWER
GAMES

T T s ,
McNEISH in Vila.
e T —
will leave the Mew Hebrides and MNew
Caledonia in peace.

It is by no means certaln that they

will, In the Mew Hebrides, as political
temsion mounts, businessmen are starting
o pack and leave — but while the
French remain the British. outnumbered
three to one. doggedly hang on.

The British have backed the nationals
who want the cobomials oui; the French
i reply are ting their influsnce, by
bullding new ced, pew  clinics, new
schools everywhere.

This New Hebridenn comedy — alier-
malely billed a3 “"Condominium”, Pan-
demonium”, or two-men-in-a-boat-pulling-

~—inopposite-directions, has now med
sour. And if one asks why the French
wish to hold the Mew Hebrides, where
whey have very fittle material gain, the
answer 5 simply that if the New
Hebrides go, Mew Caledonia is bound to
foliow.

The French have held New Caledonia
simce B33, It has a Governor and
returns a and & senator to the

French Furlinment. Because of mckel it

has long been iheir richest possession in
the Pacific.

Now the nickel boom is over, but litthe
elie, it seems, is working to the advaniags
of the focal inhabitants.

Indigenous Mew Caledonians and
French nationals are equal in numbers —
st over 50,000 of each group — bul
the former have no political volce as
such, retain only 12 per cent of their
lond and bave been pven so litthe tar-
tinry education that w date there is sull
no local - lawyer. no local docor,

Last refuge

While nearby the Mew Hebrides sim-
Michael Somare

Perhups the saddest thing about this
long and beautiful island i that it hes
become a last refuge for the French
codon himzelf, the ¢ dispossessed,

He has been kicked oot of Africa, has
lost bis Indochina and his and
now finds himsell an im -yui
another hostile land. He nowhwere
lefit to go. — London Observer Service.
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SN Vicra
Wl Turngrassinto

S Lawn
The Victa Utility.....a

tough

Ilghtwaighl with a big work
appetite and the features
to match.

4 15} =
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Utility Features:

Victa 160 cc Mark 4 e 7" reag wheels.
two-stroke engine. Lise reducing muffler.
Easy pull zip starter

Side chute witn
safety cover,
Lightweight t}';-.ral-ghs
only 48 o (22 kg).

Rugged 14-gauge
slesl baseplate,

Safety blade dise
48 cm (18") cut.
Concealed throttie
cahbla,

G-4 carburattor.

Folding handle Keep Fiji Trim =
8 position height Cut your grass with
adjuster,

Victa.




BIOLOGIST / HATCHERY MANAGER

Froshuater Prawn Farming, New Hebrides,

Pacific Chevrettes, a new outfit, is commencing Freshuster Prawn
farming in New Hebrides, using rearing technigues developed by

Freanch research in Taehiti. Although Paeific Chevrettes is Australian,
it has developed £lose links with Franch scientista in Tehiti, and
will be the first fully commercial test of their techniques.

We are looking for & man to tun the hetchery, and probably later to
extend to broeder work. We don't expect to find someone skilled in
crustecoan production, so wo aro luuking For someoino recilient wrnough
Lo adapl, lowarn fAuickly Trom lituraluro and brlofliog and upply his
knowledge to commercial production. We expect him to be a graduste
femiliar with physiology, pathology, microbiology and nutrition. Tha
primary task will he running a hatchery producing up to B million
post-larves per year in g high-density system with cereful controol of
salinity, tempersturs, feeding and diseaszes controt,—-The techrmigues

for this are estshlished, but nesd adjustment to local canditions. He

will have two Tahiti-treined Nauw Hebridesan techniciesns, and probably two

other assistants.




Tha spplicant's sttitude, cheracter and ability to adjust to the

ciroumsbancen will b an impnrlant an hin quad 4 Pieal fann aied nxpnretanenn .,
He will have to lesarn Bislama ('pidgin English') guickly, and French would
elao be a distinct advantags. He will need to work with Malanesisna
under the Austrelian menager asnd we would like him to contribute to

the esprit de corps of a plonesring qroup, We cannot offer the position

to women for locel social TEESONE ,

The hatchery site is 11 Km from Vila, ths capital, and accommedation can
be arranged nearby. Company vehicles will be available. Selary will be
tax-free, and to it will be added two-yearly return flights to hustralis,

Assistance with initial removal to New Hebrides will be provided on a basis
to be sgreed.




Selary is negotsble, and applicants should state their required range.
We would prefer informal handwritten applications which include commants
on the spplicents' outlook and personal Faelings about the propessl. Tha
manager will ba the only person to read the applications, end prefems
frankness to formality. & photograph would help, &8s would the names of
referses. MNo porsen should consider themselves debarred from epplying

on the grounds of age or qualifications.

We expect the hatchery to be ready to commence in May 1979 and certain
immigretion formslities must be complied with., UWa tharefore wish to
make a choice repidly. There is no clesing date for applications, hut
they should be sent guickly to The Manager, Pacific Chevrettas,

P.D. Box 500, Port Vila, New Hebrides. ]
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The Director,

Pacific Scientifie Information Center,
Bernice P. Bishop Museum,

HONOLULU,

Hawai.

Dear Sir,

Because of a considerable inorease of the population and the tourist

induatry, the Sea-Turtles are restlessly hunted and their eges collected
to often.

o In order to prevent serious depredation; the Naturalist of the Vila
Museum is about to draw up a regulation protecting all species of Sea-
Turtles, which will be submited for approval by the two Governments of
the New Hebrideas,

| I would be most grateful if you could let me have & model regulation
or make any other suggemtiona,

I also wonder if you could let me know the distribution of the liated
| birds.

Thanking you for your co-operation in advance,

I remain aincerely yours,

gfé o ks e u--’“l

HEINRICH L. BREGULLA
NATURALIST

PORT VILA NEW HEBRIDES 3 PACIFIC

FRY.
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France’s Pacific troubles

A pan-Melanesian moveéemenl
by the new state of

anuatu, formeriy the New He-
‘and Papun Mew Guinea, the

largest and potentislly one of the
richest of the South Pacific island
_ nathons, is threatening the stubborn
hold of France on her far-flung pos-

ﬁ.-innmlllhw of Melane-
sian nationalism are New Caledonia.
& territory blessed with enormouos
deposits of nickel and other valuable
ores, and French Polynesia. 4 welter
of vardani islands and atolls that af-
dord Paris indispensable zites for
'l!'lﬂl.;l nuclesr weapons compo-

wﬂﬂurﬂthulﬂhhﬂmmﬁl
up against France in the
. At least for the mo-
ment, h‘ﬂ!ﬁ'hﬂd:.bm'ﬂlm_uf Wal-
lis and Futona, twoe small groups of
Polynesian ' islands. Once attached
administratively to New Caledonla,
they are mow separate bul remain
part of the far-flung labor pool for
the French-owned nickel industry on
the largar island.

The Walligiang, as the natives of
Wallis and Futuna are called, do not
get along with the Melabosians of
Mew Caledonin and are an unpopulor
minority in’ Moumes, the capital,
Concelvably they might be atiracted
to s union with fellow Polynestans
now under the hegemony of Parks, if
French Polynesin ever becomes

Like many other Pacific island
peoples, the Melanesians both in
Vanuaty and New Caledonia were
encouraged In their asplrations for

-asgsociation with the hundreds of
thousands of American military per-
sonnel, 88 staunch
and voeal anti- . who wers
stath ‘on the lnln:ldu during

World War IL
The Americans never hegitated to
voice their opinion of the exploita-

tive French and British presence in
the Pacifie. At the same time, they
brought physical improvemsnts —
guch as the S0-mile paved road,. still
in uza, belween Moumes and Tontou-
ta International Airport — that
underlined the shorteomings of the
colonial masters in developmental
fields, lesson not lost on the nafive

proples. f
Britain has pualled out of all her
former Pacific colonies except lone-

* robert trumbull

The writer was & foreign corre-
apondent for the MNew York Times
for & wears, mostly in Asia and the
Pacifle, and now does special assign-
mends for thal newspaper from 5
Honpialn base. He writes this col-

umn for The Advertizer.

by Pitemirn [sland, populated bw
fewer than 100 people descended
moatly from the mutineers in HMS
Bounty, Except in Vanuatu, where
their departure from the former
British-French  condominium  was
prodded by their English partners,
the Freneh keep holding on,

The independence movement s
lesg than overwhelming in the re-
malning French possessions. as

“shown by elections in which pro-

French pnd moderates have prevail-
ed, but the danger gignals are plain-
ly spen in the gredusl but constami
£ains by native separatists.

In response, Fronee keeps gront
ing more autonomy in the island
territories, The islanders elect their
own representatives in the French
parliament, who vote on an equal
basis with their eal
leagues — a right sgll by the
way, to the delegates fo. Congress
from American iglands in the Pacific
gnd the Carlbbean. Bul the ultimate

control still rests in Paris.

France advances mumerous argo-
ments in the effori to counteéract
secesgionism. Pro-French advocates
ussert that the slands would founder
finanelaily without the sconomic aid
supplied (rom Paris, oor cowid the
island people defend themselves in a
rapacious world without the protoe-
tion of Fronch power.

There is much truth in the French
contentions, although exception
might be taken s to the alleged eoo-

' nomie non-viability of mineral-rich

Mew Caledonin, whose mickel smealt-
er on the edge of Noumea makes
that lsland the only industrialized
territory In the South Facific exeept
{or tiny Mauru, the phosphate island,
and a small part of Papua New Gul-
nea's vast area.

BUT HAS ANY nationalist any-
where been deterred by economic
conziderations? How many of the
scores of former colonies that have
become : since World
War 11 are ¥et in sound financial
shape? With few exeeptions, all be-
long to the struggling Third World of
developing countriss.

The final French riposte to the
independentisis i the umequivoecal
statement that the islands m gques-
tion are French soll, an integral part
of France. and they will remain so,
by God, come what may.

In the end, however, i will be the
islanders wiho will decide, as depend-
enl proples elsewhere have done,

" whether their lands really are soll of

a country of a different race-and cul-
ture, half a-workd away.

Vanuatu sounded a loesin of sarts
by expelling the French ambassador
after a Vanuatuan official flying to
Mew Caledonis to attend an indepen-
dentist convention was turned
around at Tontoutn Alrport and sent
home. Papun New Guinea, mean-
while, has token up the Melapesian
case In Mew Celedonia at the United
Matinns.



France’s Troubles with Vanvatu
4l ! el bl g BN

Britein and Australia concluded aid
ams without moch ada.
Lini government felt thet the

French terms were unreasonable

and would ungl:?ru o ate
ks the muddisd education system
of French-apea and Engilsh-

speaking schools, which deeply re-
8ull, Vanuetu's leaders need the
Fronch fumds
vately announced thelr willingness
to mest the French tarms. :
Immedintely the French ambazssa-
dor in Port Vila, ¥ves Rodrigues,
begen pressing for those French na-

The new nation of Vanu-
atu is giving the former
colonial power some rough
treatment.

tionals expelled o Naw
tor their in last
Santo rebellion — known as the
pconnt War” — to be allowed 1o

' return

The French handed over a list of

suggestod réturnees; among the

names were some of the most vio-
lent 5 of those deported.

& was the real trigger to the
ambassador’s expulsion.

THE VANUATU authorities had
no intentbon of permitting the return
of Fremch ¢o g who had actively
supported the uprising led by the

tragi-comie 57-year-old Jimmy

vens, the self-proclalmed prime
of his Viermara-
na Federation. The French ambas-

gador wes given 24 hours to leave.
Vapnatu. i

The French were quick to retalinte
and served notice that they would be

‘withdrawing 20 of thelr senior per-

. Close on the heels of the

|

and recently they pri-

Catedonia
ar's Esplritu

amhassador went the head of Vamu-
atu's cugtoms ent, tha chiefs
af works and civil avistion
nd 11 badly needed teachers.
hed very thin for administra-

tive ataff, the Vanualu government
fneed a civil sorvice manpower

crisis.
The French were furious and said

tigae:
58
i
?2
B
e
¥

Ly
s
.
§

France. _

e Yanuatu government s ac-
for the conse-
W will mﬂttﬁ.m;n this
change of attiiude ™ sa rench
statement. }

it

LOCAL BROADCASTS over Radio
N makaia the Unitad Statis
urad & (1]
. situation !

was witehing the in Vamu-
atu closely, . -
Reagan was reported as

confirming American support for
small and newly independent mtb:n;ﬂ;
&

London Daily Telegraph

-y LEHE
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' i s surely up to those
{es ¢ adopy 2@ more united
oA hal BT hargaining pasition,
Ve ot realistically expect
amstr 2 to dorthis for them.
= Tne eomment  which con-
earpE e OBl was the one
grb ced  te Dr William
i land 4z the effect that
ihe  Australion  Goversmens
{me coafront  Austmlian
dor e imeerests with what
£p 1TECAmust achiese’,
O ofront them with what?
_an agseement wheschy a
i ol group of Pecific bstmess-
o prospe, possibly at the
g e of their Audrelian
{ nterparid With sa agree.
ot that will help to emsure
1 it the elits in these ooniries
ave suffickmt foreign exchange
mmumﬁwmhuh:mm
0 which Iim]r have become

: rura :-:.ml lyrical about
he impariance of EPARTECA
“ho the Pxcific counlsies one
swould do wall 1o rememBer that
Cibese are gredominantly rural
cancieties where linksges be-
ween industrial prowth and

pecessarily go hend in kend.
llﬂu'lg got this far, and

Jpot totally serious in all of this.
4 But 100 ofien, and in all serious-
L ess,a ‘poad guys and villains'

izl I:-D:I!I'Ejﬂ drawn in discuss-

uiﬂ-pruiu:ti'.r:. Above 1
Ehave. pot weld the whole story.

imaridoes the Sutherland argu-
1 Llsrqurltd..tl::ll the whalz

P et il and basic premise fo
Ethe understanding of the inter-
panal! behaviour of any
i country is #o look at the dom-
‘&tic political constraints on
% that country's foreign policy. In
the cate of Australia there are
al domestic constraints on

“Viway of liberlising trade.
A5 Awstralian Prime  Minister
J-Hah:ﬂm Fraser, for example,
“§-tamestly supports the cause of
4 developing countries, Yet in the
1, ‘meee limited eonfines of Austra-
| lisn economic debate he can be
CBeen a5 & protectionist, Thers
are real powers at work here
& that cannot be easily pushed

aside o circumvented, Ta

sugpest  otherwise s like
suggesting gravity should go
away &0 man can fy.

IT SPARTECA i not Falfills
ing the expeciations of the
Pacific slates this may well be
becawie those expectations are
not salidly enough grownded, A
reafistic evaluation of what
SPARTECA i, or might be-
come, should similarly be cogni-
gant of what iz possible, Black
and white pictures of good guys
and willains do not help.

My progoosis should nit how-
ever be mistaken as a conserva-
tive one. Man learnt to fiy, bt
not by wishing gravity away.

T. CRESSING
Millswood SA
Auwstrakia

Protecting marine
lite in Vanuatu

I with to express my concern
about the pradual disappear-
ance of the rare species of
underwaier life from the waters
of ¥anuatu, The red and black
corals are becoming inersas
ingly scarce round Vanuatu as
expatriates pick it all up in
order partly to decorate their
hormes, and partly to sell it 1o
jewellers at high prices.
Another very serious concern
1% the killing af !_ELE; for their
shells which is & currésl acca-
pation of expalriate citizens,
who ought to be best prepared
to respect the natural environ-
ment of their host country.
Allen Power, the aothor of a
book on the Great Barrier Beef
and the beader of dive ex-

pediti s in Santo, can recall
the days when, not very long
age, there used o be red coral
growisz all slong the main
whari in Luganville, oatil a
diving t=am came and picked it
all wp in one day — i mever
BTEW again.

The wreck of the President
Coolidge i alse currently ran-
sicked and the coral gardens
abeve the Coolidge are often
used ps A free souvenir shop, As
there i3 no  legislation in
Vanealu at present, the people
concerned with the rapid disap-
pesrascs of rare corals, shells
and turiles are left helpless and
can only watch with increasing
anxiety the chaln of life based
on those coraks pradually disin-
tegrating.

Lzt ue hape legisiation will
oo be sstablished sowe can all

still enjoy the rare beauty of the

pnderwater life round Vanuatu,
In the meantime | hops this
letter will encourage people fo
be mare considerate,
FEAMCOISE BRINDLE
Santo
Vanuatu

Dry eye over an
untended tomb

I have nothing against white
people — [ happen 1o be one
Bur I'll beave it to Stu Inder
(PIM May p235) 10 express
pemorse  that  the  mcist
Christopher Robinson lies in an
untended  grave  in Port
Moresty.

Inder  reparted that
Rohinson, while acting adminis-
trator of Papua in 1904, was
invalved in a clash in which *g

LETTERS

The Rabinsen mosement: ‘Akle

:;'I';'rhﬂr u%ll‘tht -I'I'hlh Irmﬂ

number of natives were killed'.
When the Australian Govern-

ment panled oul 16 Bobinsdn
thar killing *natives” was nat
proper, poor Bobinson shot him-

B gl

Inder reported that the whiie
citizens in the coleninl strong-
bold of Samarai  evlogised
Eobinson with a monument:
‘Able Governor, upright man,
honest judge. His aim was (o
make New Guinea a country for
white men.'

In contrast, Inder lamenied,
his Hanuabada granite slab
states:  'Tm  memory  of
Christopher Robinscn, wha
died 2 June 1904, aged 32,
RIP. Puhnps ‘RIF" means
‘residing in purgatory’.

J. GREGORY
Haonplala Hawaii
USA

Calling William
A. Robinson

Twa letters in the May issus of
PIM have pleasing feetures —
ene wriltsn by Mrs Electa
Johnson of Massachuseres, and
the ather by Bruce McCloskey
of Florida. They bear witnes 1o
the widespread circulation of
the magazine, and that of Mrs
Johnson spreads the pood news
that her husbacd, Irving, is
glive and well and not demised
es stated by me in my articlz in
FIM earlier this year. [ was
wrongly informed, | am happy
o say — seadogs of his calibre
should never let go of the whesl,

My article also szaid that
William A, Robinson's Swaap
was wrecked in the Galapagos
group. Mr McCloskey in his
letier states that the vessel was
left there and taken over by the
Eceadorian Government when
Hobinson was evacuated o
Panama afier contracting acute
appendicitis,

In the preface 10 his baok To
the Great Sowurkern Sea which
describes a vovage he made in
hiz 22-metre brigantine Farua,
in 1951, from Papecte down to
the edpe of the Antarctic ice-
berg region, thence across to
Chile, up to Panaema and back
i Papeete, he mentions visiting
the (Galapages during his
second crulse im Swvaap, his
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U.E. DEPARTMIENT OF COMMERCE
Hotionsl Ocsanio snd Ntmospheric Adminiseration

HAT IOMAL MARIME FISHERIES SERVICE
Southwest Fisheries Center
Honolulu Laboratory

P. 0. Box 3830

Honolulu, Hawail 96812

September 18, 1984 . F/8WC2:GHE

Mr, Bean Baxter
Fisheries Project
Panita Village, Tongoa
Vanuatu

Dear Bean,

A8 requested, I am pleased to be able to send you & supply of turtle
tags for uwse at your neighbor izland of Namouka. A tag applicator, a
measuring tape, and full information on how to tag, and what dats to
collect, are also enclosed., It will be very interesting to see what sort
of long-distance recoveries result from your tagging =ffort.

Please be sure to send me a copy of your tagging record, including
dates, tag numbers, shell measurements, tagging locations, and species.
"Lost" tag data are a constant problem among many sea turtle researchers.
However, thus far I have been sble to keep my record cleanl

Best regards—-I'll be anxious to hear from you again when the nesting
season ends in a fow months.

Bipcerely,

Ga H. Balazs
Wildlife Biologist

posit 1351- 1400 (s50)

JIZF ..:_‘rf:.. H""""l[i ':"'E-{-r'l;-"j"-'r"l
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Juna 7, 1985 v/awe? ;ous

Hr. James Cromeland
Fighery Officer

P. 0. Box 129

Port Vila

Vanuatu (Bputh Pacific)

Dear Jim,

As you will undoubtedly recall, back in September of last year T sent
50 turtle tage and a tag applicstor te Sean Baxter at his request for use
on Namouka Island. After sending the package to him by air mail, aleng
with a cover letter and tagging instructione, I never heard back from him on
the putcome of his efforts. Wae it posegible for him to tag any turtles?
What species were found to nest on Nampuka? Ia Sean still employed in your
program? A briefl up—date om this matter would be grestly appreciated.

I hope that the presentation om sea turtles you gave to the Vanuatu
Hatural Science Association turned out well.

Best regardo.

Bincarely,

GCeorpe H. Balazs
Zeclogist

ce: Balazs







A START TO NATURE CONSERVATION IN THE
MeEw HEBRIDES

The New Hebrides, 3 mountainous archipelago of
about &0 islands, lie in the South-west Pacific about
1.B00 km north-cast of Swdney, Australia, The islands
are largely covered with tropical forest and are of great
natural beauty, As would be expected, neither the
floral nor faunal species-diversity is very great, although
a number of interesting endemic forms do occur: for
example, there are only 15 specics of wild mammals
(11 bats and 4 rodentz), 68 species of land and fresh-
witer birds (of which 7 are endemic); 20 reptiles
{excluding turtles), and 1 amphibian.

The human population is low (about 90,000 people
on a land area of 15,000 km®) and there are no large
towns, &0 that, currently, the pressures upon wildlife
are not great, However, two developments give cause
for concern to conservationists: firstly, the destructive
exploitation of the kauri forests, one of the graat
nutural resources of the New Hebrides, and, secondly,
the emerpence of the Mew Hebrides a5 a tas-haven of
growing international significance. The latter has meant
a sudden influx of businesses, and speculative develop-
ments attempting to lure foreigners (notably Ameri-
cans) o seltle in the archipelage: a3 a result land values
in Vila, the picturesque liltle capital on Efate, now
approach those of the world's great metropolises,

Fortunately it appears that the British and French
Crovernments, who jointly administer the Mew Hebrides
Condominium, are well aware of the dangers, although
the translation of awareness into action is difficult
within the complexities of a condominium. Large-
scale immigration would appear to me to be most
dizsadvantageous (o the people of the Mew Hebrides,
as it could result in social and political problems
ocutweighing biological ones. However, oven with
strictly limited immigration, the natural population
increase will bring incressing pressure upon wildlife
in the future.

Under these circumstances it is most encouraging
to sce that positive steps are being taken to conserve
wildlile, Al the present time there are no nafure
reserves in the New Hebrides, although there are laws
for the general protection of birds. Currently, however,
there arc before the two Governmenis proposals for
the establishment of 4 reserves (see Fig, 1)3: (1) Reef
Island Reserve, (2} Duck Lake Reserve, Efate, (3)
Botanical and Ornithological Gardens, Efate, and
(4} Kauri Forest Sanciuary, Erromangs. The proposal
fior this last sanctuary onginated from members of the
Royal Society and Percy Sladen Expedition to the
New Hebrides, 1971, whercas the first three jtems are
being proposed by Mr H. L. Bregulla and others of the
Cultural Centre, Vila, who are particularly concerned

Hioloyical Conservation E'_r' G)} b7-6%.

Fya

with the threat to wildlife on Efate, due to the rapid
expansion of Vila, The Cultural Cenire itself is a
notable contribution to conservation, with its library
und museum, and the Manapement Committes are
currently sponsoring & book on New Hebridean birds
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Fig. 1. Proposed conservation aveas i the New Hebrides

which it iz hoped to follow with others on the local
flora and fauna. It seems appropriste to add the
following details concerning the present proposals:

|. Regf Islond Reserve: This, the only coral atoll
in the archipelago, consists of 15 flat islets occupying
in all 92 ha, It is uninhabited, and would prove a
valuable site for scientilic studies on the formation
of reefs and lagoons with their associated bioka,
Currently, a Joint Regulation providing for the
absolute protection of this atoll has been agreed to by
the two Governments concerned, and negotiations
are proceeding with the owners prior 1o the regulations
haing declared law.



Conservetion Arourd the World £

2. Duck Lake Reserve, Efate: The proposed reserve
will have an area of about 30005000 ha and will
encompass the 3ha Duck Lake (ome of the most
important areas for freshwater and swamp birds in
the MNew Hebrides), will be bordered by the Rentapac
River, and will include an extremely wild and broken
area of forested hills of litthe economic potential, It iz
suggested that about 100 ha could be set aside as a
‘Mational Park" and opened fo the public, whereas
the remainder would be strictly controlled as & nature
reserve, Currently, the Governments are negoliating
with the owner of the land.

3. Botanical and Ornithological Gardens, Efare: The
French Fesidency has agreed to allow the Cultural
Centre to use an area of French Government Land of
approximately 3 ha at Malapoa Point, a few km north
of Vila, for the creation of Botanical and Orenithao-
logical Gardens. These will contain a small research
station, and it is hoped that neighbouring land will
soon become available for expansion of the Gardens,
Due to their proximity to the capital, these Gardens
will clearly be of considerable educational, recreational
and scientific value, and will provide a most welcome
tourist attraction.

4. Kauri Forest Sanctuary, Erromanga: The kauri
species Agathis obinsa is unigque to the New Hebrides,
and forms onc of the archipelage’s most valuable
matural resources. Currently the finest stands of this
tree, which occur on Erromanga and form the only
substantial area of high-canopy forest in the MNew
Hebrides, are being exploited in a most destructive
way, Unless positive conservation procedures are
imitiated, it is possible that mature kouri forest will

be largely eliminated within a year. What is necded
is the immediate and total protection from commercial
exploitation of a considerable area of mature forest.
This area will act as a conirol area for the assesament
of the eifects of large-scale logging operations, as a

source of seed, and a5 2 lahoratory for the detailed
study of the ecology of this endemic species. It is

proposed that an area of 2,500 ha, containing pood
stunds of 4. ebtuza and covering a complete river
catchment area, be et aside as a sanctuary. The arca
proposed is reasonably accessible for scientific investi-
gation, and it is sugpested that o small povernment
building with living accommaodation and laboratory
space be built. Megobiations are proceeding and current
mdications are that they will be successful,

Clearly, the present time 15 a critical one for conser-
vation in the Mew Hebrides, If the current proposals
are successful, they will form a firm foundation for a
comprehensive conservation programme for  the
archipelago. Local conservationists fieel that it would
be of great assistance o their cause if interested
conservation bodies and individuals throughout the
world would express their views in wriling to the
British and French Resident Commissioners (at their
respective  Fesidency, Vila, Efate, MNew Hebrides).
Such support from the international community has
proved of valee in innumerable cases, and 15 one of
the few ways in which we can actively assist our fellow
conservationists in foreign lands.

Anrian G, MarssALL,

{ Member af the Royel Sociery amd Percy Sladen Expedition
for the NWew Hebrides, 1971);

Trsrivate of Souil-east Asien Biology,

Department of Loalagy, University of Abgrdean,

Aberdeen, Seotland, GR









