SEA TURTLES= PITCALRN
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Hagy thanks for your February note and accompanying newspaper
cutting.

Bince last we corresponded further information about turtles has
been received from Fitcairn and T offer the following up-date:

Trent Christian, Steve's son, is keeping a record of sightings
for twelve months (commencing October/Hovember 1982). He has
been asked to note the location of each sighting, comment on the
turtle's activity when seen and, if pogsible, to identify the
sapeciea.

According to our adviceno one has discovered a turtle nesting
gite on Oeno but posaibly the timing of the Pitecairners' visilts
(uanally November - January) doea not coincide with the BEE—
laying or hatching season.

To help positively identify the apecies captured at FPiteairn
Eﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂ? I enclose a set of ten photographas taken by Steve
Christian. 3hell length 12 recorded on the back of each print
together with the name of the owner. If the ahell is being
displayed by someone other than the owner their name is given
in parentheses.

When we receive the record of sightings a copy will be forwarded
to you. In the meantime we would appreciate any comment on
identification of the shells shown in the photographs.

Many thanks for your help and continued interest.
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Trent Christian has now sent to us his list of turtle sightings for the
year ending 31 January 1984.

-

This information will now be used as s basis for a stamp issue we hope to
i release in 1986, A copy of the dates and positions of sightings iz enclosed
for your Information,

anc.
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A Piece of Paradise

'‘Smiley’ Ratliff: 'I'm
and want fo get gway from civilization.”

'm chopped up prefty bod.

Pacific island.

the ..H..E. Bnu
he h-:l
rlnt
me on
northesst of H

be a ploneer.”

By Estes Thompson
Aszgociated Fress

AZEWELL, Va.—He lives alone
with two German shepherds and
& cat pamed Tom in e mountaintop
manston near the hamlets
Level and Liberty.

AM, “Smiley” Ratliff, i= a farm boy
who made good, & man who made &
fortune mining coal In southwest
Virginia, an area he now travels Ina
hlack Rolls-Royee.

But at age 57, Ratlif 15 looking for
a new frontier. He belioves he's
found it on an uninhabited South

of Frog

Ratliff is offering $600,000 to the 54
residents of Piteairn Island, a British
el first settled by mutineers from
in 1780, In peturn,

gwm'ment wi.ll

on to establish

erson [sland, 100 mﬂm

“My aim would be jun to build a
house there,” Ratliff said as he
showed slides of the island in his
living room. “1 guess maybe | would

Rathiff visited Hefderson and
Pitcalrn, about halfway between New

s = S

2
Zealand and Panama, about two years
ago In o chartered, 60-fool sailboat.

“Vou see,” he said, spitting tobacro

ice Into an empty yopurt cup, "we
'Eunt 1] a# far oway a5 possible
and still be close enough that normal
:lrm'nﬂ and stuff can operate. This is

the perfect place.”

Eatliff hopes the Hritish

vernment will a ve hils offer 5o

e can leave the United States in less

than a r, He zajd he ks offering
the :de:t‘:im no sirings aitached, 1o

lgﬂp the people, just to go to their

Ratliff's ideas for hel the
tlosest
concrete

mnmd:lealuu.runn'rnhmm:nﬂm
AWAY.

Hendarzson Island would be the site

of 3 airstrip that could handle
o 308 rargo plane,
clgring away the subtToplal
o awny the su il
ri.hlt tovers Henderson
unuld once be lands with his
party of a 15 employees.

?f._j? %Mﬂfﬂ[ﬂ

plans to return regulariy
".HI a lo tend o biesiness lubnrula
which include 5 motel, sh
centers, 5,000 head of cattle o
20,000 acres of land in Tazewell ood
surrounding counties, but eventuslly
wants 1o retice 1o the i=land and die

there.

“I'm irying to sell out of most of
my businesses,” he said, “It was a lot
u!'l‘rn'll:uwurl.::h]hnumadn}r bt
even if you're made out of steel It
wears you out. I'm chopped up pretty
had and want to get away {rom
civilization,”

Then, there's Ernmiﬁeu{ renewal of
his spirit through physical labor.

'Tﬂ' me, the most beautiful word in

En%lb.-h language is work,” Ratliff
n&‘pd. ":e measursd by the job
Michalangelo
wmhﬂ. mauured by the rounds of
golf he played.”

A sense of adventure also draws
Ratliff to South Pacific, He said
people have wirned him there's oo
water on the ksland, but he's
confident there is sufficient rainfall
to fill Eturntﬁe cisterns, What about
power? Rathiff =ald he can take alnnz
generators, but also is exploring the
use of solar power.

SV~ 6Ur‘.'f-f¢- .:’7"_/L.r’lr

the Middle of the Pacific

Asked how much the venture will
cost, Ratliff hedges, saving “This is
something we don't know.” But the
cost will include o small ship, o
landing craft, supplies, a tractor and
i e

Ra i fond of the residents
o . o

eriw—Includin
mutiny leader Fletcher [:h.rh‘rfun—
and Tahitlan women,

The islanders are “the kindest
DTy commind. me of Vicginiang 50

i mi o i)
I"'Ia;gn:r. The evils of eivilization
i::wbgul penetrated the area or the
p "

Proud of his English heritage,
“‘.‘“.5’:, oF Sir Franc Rayl!

] B C e, an
P' g{;nt-grmﬂnth:r. hlngtng
heaiﬁa own portrait and those

hiz daughters on the sweeping
staircasoe of his home,

Nelghbors and associates who have
heard of Rathif's plans talk about
him establishing a paradise, bul he
denies that,

“1 don't want to build a dise”
Paradlest T & warrior. They said it
a warrior.
can't ba dma! but T want o :'hnw the

waorld it can.






By Lois Taylor
Star-Bulletin Writer

ILLIAM Glynn Christian
wis 41 on ¥, ha
:nmﬂleted the most eventful
in his Life, "It really does all
at 40" said the sixth-geder-
descendant of Fletcher
rimtla‘n. who led the mutiny

ainst L Willtam
Eﬁ;& Cap Bligh wof

Iy.

In the past 12 months he has
had three hooks published, was
hired by British ruasdmaung
Eﬁm b do a murn].ng television

show on food and

eatablished a fund l-l.‘: h&!p the 44
descendants of Fletcher
m:mum still living on Piteairn

Eh:lcsu:n. who had been
visiting in Mew Zealand,
in Honolulu o pick up &
tan before his appearance
day on the "Todsy” show
New York “Tan and thin,
what vou need for
television,” said the stightly
built Christlan, who i called by
his middle name. “On BBC, they
refer 1o me a5 “The half-sized
Jutia Child,’
all male

mﬂﬂ:ﬂ} Fletcher

' second names since 50 many of
afl lhﬂewgurﬁﬂ?tm Imwil
rst name ‘ears, the
ﬂlm;;‘nrpinthef {5 named

» h‘l:'ian'u three books
comcern his favorite t Ii:-.;. fnnd

aml I’u.milz.r A F‘raﬁlle
of Fleto r

-imd 15 at the same time
M{ of the 18th-century
avy-and lﬂth-nenl.urj-

pretey nimr.*.h what
0 W'EFI.:'E.
from

I tiad been a travel writer for
veilrs. writing brochures for

travel agencies, 1 discovered that
If T wrote about the food of a
country, the artiele was o
success, | got into the dell
hlﬂtneuﬁ to glhve my=elf a

Glynn Christian’s three books
concern his faverite fopics,
food and family—he s a
sixth jon dascendant of
Fletcher ﬂl’l‘l‘ﬂl‘ﬂg, wh:;‘l:;ﬁd the
nﬂﬂrﬂ{ against Capt —
&w-uwmm photo by John

breather from writing, a small
income to make me somewhat
Independent—to be able to
choose what | wanted to do:
“I'think of the delieatessen
ﬁ!mt a5 1 hedsﬂtl_- Dnn-kh for all
o6 peopde who say that th
pead coakhooks I:I!-tn v el IIEF

has thousands of fdeas but no
real recipes™ he said.

The third book is based on his
umrmmmi = rh'ﬁ%ulu T.EIE'I.fIEIIiILI .
specials for rograms Lha

omote the useof ffech
produwce & ueis not
vet established in the British
clatere. 1t B a rhack tiled
"¢t Fresh wit EE
Christkin.”

] IMMER Jg!l.li':l.'s an
o a [or a lﬂﬂd
:unmn “1 ugh 10 help convinee
'.h.t" reat British palate that it

n misled by tomatoes—
thm grange orbs sold ‘rock
hard snd .proud of [i* are ol
tomiatoes wt all, Renl tomatoes
are red, rugged, solid-fieshed and



for This Mr. Christian

bBurstin
flavor
rewilnding. (Whilel they are
accepted az the basic tomato in

B e

with a sweetness and
55 and

i know

tomiatoes, sSimply =0
d taste Jike.”

what tomatoes sh

He maintdins that European
cooks use more Imagination than
AMET conks, slmply becanse
of the differenf way cookbooks
are written on the fwo
continents. “There's none of this
‘One Milllon Ways with
Hamburger there, The
problem with the Amerlean

atﬂ Zine's app:mnr:.h to eeoking
2 tectm segmmill:'m I;Mher
an.r gl desiroyvs
{agination, .

“A recipe B onod the Blueprint
for building a battl En
every detail hes to be followed
to the dof. You need to have
leeway. H vou are told every
mave o make, you will never
develop your own: tasbe.

"1 am anti-home-seonomists.
T take all the fun oul of
(i} g“"rlh'ht-:r dre geacrally
wWomen 0 are EM at P-Bﬂ!h'.‘l.g
oxams rather than cooks who
are good ot passing exams.

“The secrel,” says Christian, "is
that cooking is a minority
Interest while éating I8 &
universal interest. The suceess of

telw.lsclm appearances, |
1.hln.k. hias been on that. 1
dm"-t. ]nﬂt. ive recipes, 1 talk

that has 10 do
with l!«:o-:{t enting. This
includes
imd

the p-ﬂlitir:a!
:.?:em thee falliere

a wheat ¢Top, even how to
arder a ma:l in an Indian
“ﬂﬁ ipes. though

p‘repare Pec :

&nd aren't umm R T
The show iz done lve, so if the
chicken ple burns, there wu are,
5 il d Md“?'.ren
raunn an 'L you

Ivnn Ehri.al.tm, the one who
m.a.kEu mistakes ™"

Mistakes, Christian has
discovered, are o common
depominator among cooks.
recall enlertaining the food

ple from several of the
g?;gm publicarions in London.

erybody sat around. ool
muech. The main cotirse
¢ appetizer was to be a

talhl

roast with vegetahles, and when
I went back into the kitchen to
serve the roast, | discovered that
1 hadn't even cleaned the
veggies. There they were just as
thev came from the market,
“There was nothing but to &0
back in there nnd confess all

ThE mgl Ever}fgnd:- Fecalled

iﬂs ur her own greal biunder,
orgetting to turn on the
mrﬂn whm'e the chicken was
to be roasting to
ﬂn the cold soup In the
Iridge the morning -after the b
Eq}ll‘l}' because you dn:ln't BEEVE ﬁ

%ﬂl much better,”
Ch.rls 1 or fascination,
though, is not with food but with

his ancestor Fletcher Christian.
“We forget in the ﬂﬂﬂl century

In the 181 century, there was

nn such 85 improving one's
social position in I:Lt‘a, upward
mobility, i you will You wers
born into ' socia) pnsitlun and
you made the best of it
“Fletcher Christian's family
had ruled the lsle of Man since
will before records . His
future was to ruke the island in
turn. But his father died when
b was 4, and his mother
bankrupted the family through

E:r managemeant. 50 he went
y the only refuge
where ha 1 sieceed. In the

army, you needed money 1o buy
ammmlaahn but oot in the

il
lowing the mutiny ind the
eettlement of the mutineers on
Piteairn, some of the islanders
Irm'md m Tahiti or Norfolk
andfather waz
olk Bland. his
r:nd.flthnr was born on
and his grandfather was
Flﬂtehar Eﬂlﬂn" Ghynn

'"HIEI'E are now only 44
residents oo Pitcairn and only
two ships a year call thepe. They
have  150vear-0ld sugar erusher
io grind the eight or nine tons

they grow cac r I hoped
that 1 it l'i an obd one
here, in the hack u il

wireRouse, thal is operated by
hand. They have no electricity,
“The he ris e far
Piteairn aren't doing their johs.
That's wtﬁ' & Wire
invaded. Unfortunately, nobody
is going to invade Pitcairn
herange it too =mall, oo far

away,

communication, électricity and
regiilar delivery of food and
other necessithes vo the Titile
lsl%‘n&ﬂ the bi hy
‘riting the Mography of

Fleteher Christian meant two
trips around the worid doing
research, Glynn Christion said,
And that’s a lot of Hying and a
lot of airline meals. As & lover of

food, Christian thought he

mystery meat in avy and
thi cho glu gr i
phr:lr.le sals r tu I.‘ru: pcaJltm
of alrline nhu
“Bom todd me that
Kosher { was moeh hetter

than the usual fare on planes, So
I'called = British airline in the
middie of their busiest season,
rezerved & ticket and tobd him 1
wanted the kosher dinner, "What
dbd vou say vour name was? he
asked. T sard "Christian.’ and he
replied, *Knock it off, old sport. |
haven't got time for this
stlliness.

/“%r-ﬁulletm ‘\
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MTRUPICALITIEE

They've been having soome stic-
ring Limes on Pilcaim, anl.'l.:nrding
1o ihe Pitcoimers' own newspap-
er. the Pitcairn Misosilany,
which, humble production as i
in. ltas a much wider circulation
ithan many metropolitan
MW RIS,

O course, it"s ool on - doar-
ateps abried the n'u:-rning afeer
peblication as Piccairn has o rely
uit 1he vl ship soiling by o ped
its. Miscellamy o its overseas
redlers throughongl the world —
which is why the *'stirring
cvernls™, whach acenrred in May
amid Jupe, are only mow being
reporied i PIM.

The it repomed in the Moy
Miscellury, was an approach by
“Aamerican malii-millienaire
smibey RatlifT. Mr Baliff called
al Palcairm |.1ri:1|; .-";pri! Lt yeaT,
iy a vachi he had cepecially
Lharicnod 1o have a look g Hlen-
gerson lsland, He must” Rave.
iTked what Tic saw, for he is at
present conducling negotiations
with the Phicaim lsland  Ad-
minisdration and the Islind Coun-
<il. which will enable i oo live
on Henderson, Why hbe should
choose such an inhospiiable, re-

mole spal, we doen’t know, '

Miscellany describes the
harards associuted with landing
and walking on the Bland, which
5 wminhabited and serves the
Pitcaimers as a spot for week-
lang peerics (iL°s 168 km ENE of
Pitcairny, amnd a5 a supplier of
wonsd 1he islarders use for mak-
ing sourvenirs bougha by passers-
by, One group of five men (a
lighthoure party, says Miseel
Jary) atempted in 1948 to reach
the northeast point from the
narthern landing place, They
were forced fo give ap afier
making only hall' a mile in five
hours during which ihey suffersd
cuis and brosses Troon Galls an the
sharp coral hidden in the dense
undergrowih. -

Miscelluny contimes; *“There
is also very litle fresh water on
Hendersom. In fact, the human
remaims which still exist in caves
o Henderson today, are thowght
to be those of survivess of a

shipwreck: and thal the primary
canse of death was lack of water.

“0n the surlace, these obsia-
cles appear to be insuperable, but
we hiear that tbe gresler the chal-
lenge, the mone determined Mr
Beatlaft 1% 1o overcome 11, The last
atlempt &t inhabiiation oecwrmed
in |57, when an American
named Roberi Tomagchip, and
his chimpanzee Mokp. were
landed there [rom a passiog
yacht., They lasted only thres
weeks before being dramatically
rescued by o passing ship, and
taken o Pitcaim.

“"Hemdesaon (s alse a_ngturnl

bard snnctunry, and |3 specics of
irds have been observed there
including four species of land

binds, of which two are believed

b be unigue to the island, These
are the flightless rail (Headerson
Chicken) and a green fruit pi-
peon. Conservalbon groups ane
already secking pssurances that

“IF the scheme goes ahend,
the people of Pitcaim siand o
goin a groad deal, Mr Bogliff s
willing to pay ene million dollars
b be spent oo okl the lal of
the islanders, althauph it ig mo
clear if the money 15 00 opo o the
Plicairn Tslomd Administration in
Auckland, orio the Glymn Clisis-
tian fund, A large airstrip will be
buill on Henderson with links
witl Tahili, ond & smaller aimsimp.
wirild he built on Picaim, This

woubd mean  more segular mnoil
servicis, § would provide on
outler for emergency medical
evacumtion, aiml perhaps o small
towrist mdustry could be estab-
lighed. Who would pay the costs

fir saich 4 ervice 1« not el elar

M Ragliff alse has his eye o
it small ship, which he plans o
purchase w bring heavy supplics
tr Henderson and Pitcaim. Tl
ship would weirk Troms the poris
of S Diepo, Papeete and Auck-
Lancl: Placairm bousing coukl nlwo
bz helped, for Mr Ratlifl pro-
poses 1o bring a leam with
machimery, copahle of Building
wimaned, Block, Puses,

““W'e on Pitcaim are cowtious-
Iy optimestic that this schems can
b corried out, and the tremend-
ous problems — such a landing
bziey machinery tn Henderson,
can be overcome. Hut as alw s,
on Filcaim, we will unl_',.' et
beliewe it's happening, when
s thee “whides of the eyes” of Mir
Batliflf ond his pariv on
Hemdersom, ™

Then follews a graphe
counl of o hrave resces From 8
rouph sea, As sumames ane wl-
dom used on Picaim, the nome
of the womon wha fell Moo a
ik while fishing, conveys o us
aulsiclers, no informarion on hes
idemity. sdber than thay she i
callsd Yuln, Incidenially, he
name doean’l peedr in the consos
list PIM printed in the June is=ue
{p23).

Bl we do know ihe brave
rescuer, whese nanse did appear
in the Hsl, 8he is Dobric Chiis-
tian, who raised the atarm and
then dlaved into the water. Dobric
hind b suppart the injured Vula,
wher had o broken wrist, for 30
mimues abotic 4 metres from
shore until the boat arrived.
i British Boyal Lifesaving Socie-
ty pleass note!)

Thare's also the fishing repon
for the nwnth, The Picaimers
memion it i padsing, bl
wimibil capse constermation any-
where else — ihat's if they really
mean whal they printed

*“This month hes been a posd
one, reporls Miseeliony,
“Rock fishing brought in seven
crabs, while boal fishing broughs
in 46T fish, including three
whales amd a sea serpant. Those
fishing off the icehergs hagped
three seals amd a2 walms, '
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August 24, 1982

Mr. G. D. Harraway
0ffice of the Governor of Piteairn,
Ducie, Henderson and Oeno Islands
cfo British Consulate-General
Private Bag 3
Auckland, NEW ZEALAND

Dear Mr. Harraway:

Many thanks for your encouraging letter of 10 August 1982 concerning a sea turtle
stamp issue for Pttecairn. Please count on me to help you with this project in
whatever way that is possible and appropriate.

I look forward to learning of the informatiom you recelve back from the Covernment
Adviser living on Pitcairn. It 15 my understanding that turtles nest during the
"summer" months on Oeno, but certainly more details are neaded. I have also
heard that several homes on Pitcairn have turtle shells as decoration. If you
can obtain photos and approximate total lengths of these shells for me, I can
tell you the species, and possibly other important information. A small pocket
camera is all that would be needed for this purpose. Photos taken of nesting
sites and turtles at Oeno (or elsewhere within the group) would of course also

be valuabla.

If justified, a seguential strip showing the cycle of breeding would indeed make
an attractive stamp presentation. To my knowledge, this has not previously been
done by other countries.

I look forward to hearing from you again.

Best ragards,

GEORGE H. BALAZS
Assistant Marine Biologist



GDH: FAP OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
P6116 OF PITCAIRN, DUCIE, HENDERSON

AND DEND ISLANDS
GCio British Consulate-Ganaral
Private Bag

Auckland

MWew Zealand

Mr George H Balazse 10 August 1982
Assistant Marine Bilologiet

University of Hawall

P O Box 1346

Coconut Island, Eaneche,

Hawail 96744

&

Dear Mr Balazs,

Thank you for your letter of 20 July in which you suggest sea
turtlea would make an interesting theme for a astamp issue -
a view, incidentally, which I share.

Cur forward pro is arrenged to the middle of 1985 and
includes a new definitive set featuring fish which will be
released during the third quarter of 1984. It would be
deairable, I think, to separate two 'agquatic' issues such as
fish and turtles hi at least twelve months, in which casze we
would possibly look to issue turtles no earlier than late 1985
or early 1986,

The excellent poster you kindly sent will be forwarded to the
Government Adviser on Piteairn with a request that it be
prominently displayed so that if turtles other than Loggerheads
are a8 ted they may be ldentified. If someons can be interest-
ed in doing it we 1 ask for & twelve month record of sight-
inga to be kept.

If more than one speciea is identified it will allow us to
widen the acope of the stamp designs. If on the other hand,

the loggerhead is found to be the only species to inhabit
FPitcairn waters we could make guite an interesting issue by
showing, sequentially in & se tenant strip, the female digging a
nest and laying the eggs, the hatching process and return to the
gea, adolescent growth and adulthood. Such a treatment of the
subject would depend on whether the turtles do, in faect, breed
on one of other of the islands in the group. Do you have any
knowledge of thia?



pE-

Although it will take some yeare for this proposal to come to
fruoition we need to gather what information we can over the
next twelve monthe or so. The design and production proceas
for a stamp issue usually takea sbout two years.

Yours sincerely,

Ca

G D Harraway
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June 4, 1980

Me. Steve Chriztian
Pitecairn Island
South Pacific Ocean

Dear Mr. Christian:

L |
Mr. Robert Gillett, Fisheries Research Selentist with the
South Pacifie Commission, has suggested that I write to
¥ou concerning my interests in sea turtles found in the
vieinity of Piteairn. It 1= my understanding that the
people of your island only encounter turtles when they
vislt Oeno. I would like to learn what apeciles of sea
turtles are present, and if nesting (egg laying) takes
place. Also, how many turtles would be seen during a
vislit? Are turtles found at this location during all
months of the year? Has a tag ever been found on turtles
that have been captured? Any information that you can
provide on this subject would be greatly apprecilated.

If I can be of any assistance to you here in Hawali, please
let me know.

Best regards, I look forward to hearing from you when your
mail service permits.

Sincerely,

George H. Ealaza

Assistant Marine Biologilst
and Deputy Chalrman

IUCN/S3C Marine Turtle Group

mic
encloaures
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Mr George H Balaza

Agaiatant Marine Biologiet

Hawalil Institute of Marine
Biology

University of Hawaii

P 0 Box 1346

Coconut Island, Eaneohe.

HAWATI ~U.S.A. 96744

Dear Mr Balaza,

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
OF PITCAIRN, DUCIE. HENDERSON

AND OEMO ISLANDS
C/o British Gonsulate-General
Private Bag

Auckland

Mew Fealand

6 September 1982

In responee to your letter of 24 Augugt, for which I thank
you, I have written to the Government Adviser on Pitcalrn
asking him totry and obtain black and white prints (and
meagurements) of any turtle shells being used for decorative

purpeses on the island.

He has also been asked to see whether he can locate
photographs of nesting sites and turtles on Ceno.

Mail to and from Piteairn being what it is I do not expect
a reaponse for at least four months, poasibly longer.

Toura sincerely,

G D Harraway
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EaliiiE ADDRERE | ADHEREN TELELHAPHIOUE &
v EOUTHRACOR & NOUMER "BQUTHRPACOM " HOUMES
THLEFHORNE | ZE. 20000
TELEX : SOPKRIOM 136 NM

TELEPHONE : 26.20.00

TELEX ; SORACOM 138 BM

COMMISSION DU PACIFIQUE SUD

sOUTH PACIFIC COMMISSI O

pPOST 50X DS BOITE POSTALE DS
NMOUMEA CEDEX NOUMER CEDEX
MEW CALEDOMIA NOUVELLE-CALEDONMIE
In reply, please quolé INF 3/12 24 March 1980

PFLEARE ApoRiEd RLPLY TO

THL BEORETARY-SENEMLL

Mr Gaorge Balazs,

¢/o Hr R.5. Shomara,

Director,

Honolulu Laboratary,

Mational Marine Ficheries Service,

P.0. Box 3830, -
HOMOLULD, Hawail, 96812,

United States of America.

Dear Gaorge,

At the Turtle Meeting in December in Houmea, you
were interested in turtles arocund Pitcairn Island. I visited
the island during February and made some inguiries on your
behalf. T noticed a few turtle shells in various homes {(species

5 unknown) . It seema that the Pitcairners only encounter turtles
LY on Oeno Tsland, about 60 miles to the north. This small atoll
oy [ ! has two small sand islands and turtles are hunted at a favourite
§ spot in deep water adjacent to one of these islets.

¥ IQyuu require further information, you should
contact Steve Christian, Pitcairn Island, South Pacific. Steve
has collected fish samples for Jack Randall and is quite help-
ful.
I hope that this information is of value to you.

Yours sincerely.

il ottt

Robert Gillatt
Fisheries Ressarch Scientist
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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
i FAP
gﬁng‘qm OF PITCAIRM, DUCIE, HENDERSON

AMND OEND ISLANDS
Cfo British Consulate-Gonaral
Private Bag

Auckland

Mew Zealand

Mr George Balazs 21 February 1983
Univeraity of Hawaiil at Manoa

Hawaii Instltute of Marine
Biology

P 0 Box 13546,

Coconut Island, Kaneche,

Hawaii 96744

U.8.4,

Thank you for forwarding to me under cover of your letter

of 4 February the newspaper article on Mr Ratliff. Tt was
read with great interest.

To keep you informed about developments in the Turtle stamp

iague I enclose a copy of the latest letter we have on the
subject from Piteairn.

e ff’
g

@ D Harraway
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YOUR REFEAENCE

ELEARE DURDTE

PITCAIRN ISLAND GOVERNMENT
20 Hovember 15962

The vomminsioner for Pitealrn Islunds
Lritish Consulate-General

Frivate uag 3
duckland ﬂ*“kﬂ

Dear Sir Q-]%w S

There is auite o lot of interest in the idea of a stamp issue
in the fuiure, based on 'turtles', as suggested in your
lettar number 39. i

George Dulazs had already sent & poster od sea turtles here,
ans this hus be:n on display at the Engineers shed, where all
the men have been working on the boat.

The sighting of loggerheads has been confirmed, and it is alsc
thought the hawksbill is present.

Trent Christian has volunteered to recorded turtle sightings, and
1 have provided him with a ruled sheet for this purpose.

1 have also asked Steve for a b & w film teo photograph existing
ghells, and I will forward these when completed

It appears that no one has discovered a turtle nesting site on
Ueno, although they are certainly present in the lagoon.

Yours aincerely

PITCAIRN ISLAND ADMONISY: 7 THON
C/U LRITISH COUNSULATE-GLMERAL,
PRIVATE BAG,
AUCELAND.
NEW ZEALAND.



September 14, 1984 F/8WC2:CGHB

HMr. G. D. Harraway

Office of the Governor of Piteairn,
Henderson, Ducie, and Oeno Islands

¢fo British Consulate-Ceneral

Private Bag

Auckland, FNew Zaaland

Dear Mr. Harraway:

It was good to hear from you agsin and receive the latest data on sea
turtles sighted around Pitcairn Island. I was also delighted to learn
that a stamp issue featuring Pitcairn's turtles will appear in 1986. Thank
you for making me awere of this information, which I will pass along to
other researchers and stamp collectors, "

As & contribution to Pitcairn's library and school, I have enclosed
several recent publications dealing with sea turtles. I look forward to
receiving copies of any future turtle observations that may be submitted to

your office. If I can be of assistance, please do not hesitate to contact
mes

Beat regerds.
Bincerely,
George H. Balags
Wildlife Biologist
Enclosure

ce:  Balazs
HL




Brief Summary of Knowledge on Sea Turtles of Piteairn and Oeno

La

2.

Ga

September 1984
G.ll. Balazs

Two species are known to occur in adjacent waters, the grean turtlae,
Chelonla mydas, and the Hawksbill, Eretmochelys imbricata.

The loggerhead, Caretta carstta, was previcusly thought to be present,
but has not been confirmed though coastal sightings or photographs of
dried shells.

Evidence of nesting has not been found at Oeno, even though the islanders
visit this site cach year during November-January when breeding would be
expected to occur in southern latitudes.

There seems to be no traditional/historical evidence among the islanders

of turtles ever having nested in the past on Oeno (or Pitcairn). ie gather-
ing of egga, railsing of baby turtles for pets, hunting turtles while

the male and female are copulating and easy to eatch)

Turtles appear to be the moet abundant/concentrated in a deep area of
the Deno lagoon where large adult-sized preen turtles are sometimes
captured (for food?).






OFFICE OF THE GOVERMOR

GDH:F AP OF PITCAIRN, HENDERSON, DUCIE
03338 AND OENO ISLANDS
P&159 /o British Consulale-Ganeral
Private Bag
Auckland
Mew Zealand
Mr George Balazs - 28 September 1984

Marine Mammals and Endangered
Species Programme

MNational Marine Fisheries Service

P O Bax 3830

Honolulu

Hawsii 96812

LL5.A.

-
E s TR &ﬁw ;

Thank you for your letters of 14 September which accompanied the
publications for the Pitcalrn Island School. These will be forwarded
to Leon 5Salt the Education Officer in the next mail. Although this
may be some time away | know Leon would want me to thank you
on his behalffor your thoughtfulness in sending the material.

Under separate cover [ am sending to you 8 copy of the booklet
"A Guide to Pitcairn" together with a set of posteards. I trust this
will fulfil your request for background information.

I am not qualified to provide a definitive reply on your questions sbout the
sating of turtle meat on Pitcairn and whether turtles are taken primarily

as a source of food rather than for their shells. [ shall restrict my comments
to saying I have seen turtle meat being eaten there and I have seen people
refuse to est it on religious grounds., Leon Salt may possibly be able to

help further on these points.

Az the designs for the stamp issue proceed | shall keep your informed.

G D Harraway

ce Education Officer



Erief Summary of Knowledge on Soa Turtles of Piteairn and Oeno
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September 1984
G.H. Dalaze

Two sptcles are known to occur in adjacent waters, the green turtle,
Chalonin tydan, and the Hawksbill, Eretmochelyps imhefasks .

The loggerhead, Caretta caretta, was previously thought to be present,

but has not becn confirmed tiough coastal sightings or photographe of ?ﬁ.r-gnﬁ'
dried shells, ;

Evidence of nezting has not been found at Oeno, even though the islanders
visit this site pash—yeas during November -January when breeding would ba . _
expected to ocecur in southern latitudes, yenrs

There seems to be no traditional/historical evidence among the islanders

of turtles ever having nested in the past on Oeno (or Piteairn). ie gather-
ing of egge, ralsing of baby turtles for peta,  hunting turtles while

the male and female are copulating and casy to catch)

Turtles appear to be the most abundantfconeentrated in a deep area of
the Oeno lagoon where large adult-gized green furtles are sometimes
captured (for food?). -

o sy e

HATIGNAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE
HONOIULU LARCRATORY

P. O. BOX 3030

HONOLULU, HAWAI 96810 o

= o
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, and Beaglehole (1938) reported on green turtles ae

_P,TE‘rhm.: FlE

" _4%, cMHAED ~
g/mm-; roerees g f, IHE —
W s T
Tabla 2. Recaptures of gresn turtles [Chelonia mydas) tagged on Secilly Islgnd, ty lslands, French
Polynesia
Cara e
Nuymber Fex erg_r& Tagging date Eecapiure date F.nrnwf reca e
18 F 101 cm. 30 Apr. 1972 9 Aug. 1972 “Vavau Is,, Tonga
26 F 102 cm 30 Apr. 1972 26 Jul. 1972 Rabi, Fiji _
30 F 93 cm 30 Apr. 1972 14 Sepr. 1973 Maskeline Is. (Mew Hebrides)
103 F 99 em 5 Dec. 1972 19 Jan 1075 New Caledamia
134 F BH cm 5 Dec, 1972 Jul. 1974 Malekula, Mew Hebrides
151 F B6 cm 3 Dec, 1972 15 May 1975 Baie de Gomen, New Caledonia
173 F 08 cm 5 Dec. 1972 Ocr. 1973 Anarom, Mew Hebrides
180 M 103 em 5 Dec. 1972 3 Oct, 1974 Kandavu Is., Fiji
181 F 102 cm 5 Dec. 1972 15 Ocn 1974 Kandavu 15, Fiji
1330 M 102 cm 5 Dec, 1972 | Aug. 1974  Dyuadrua I, Fij

lease, They were fed on green plants during captrviey
and released in the lagoon,
The recapture of 2 male rurdes ar grear distances is

very interesting. These and D. Green's recaptures of

male Galapagos green rurdes in mainland South Amer-
ica are the only recorded instances of long-distance
migraticns by male turtles,

Similarly, the repores of a male and female, released
on the same day and in the same place, and recaptured
almost 2 years later within a few days of each other at
Kandavu Island, Fiji, is of great interest, although no
definitive interpretation can be given ar this rime.

T_IIII'I'IIH.‘I.I Archipelago

The scactered literature suggests that green turtles oc-
cur throughout the Tuamor Archipelago. Beaglehole

Pukapuka Island (not to be confused with Pukapuka

1~ sland in the Cook Islands). The turtles there are com-

F L

monly taken on the beaches or are seized in the lagoon
by swimmers, who tie a rope around a foreflipper and
pull the turde ashore, At Pukapuka, a turtle is consid-
ered the property of the entire communiry, as is com-
mon in many unspoiled Pacific Island cultures, and a
public feast is held when a mrtle s brought ashore.
One native offered the Beagleholes the observaoon
that “it is only in recent times, since people have taken
eges of mrdes from the nest, thar turdes have been
dying out,” although in many other areas of the Pacific
the eggs are sought even more assiduously than che
turtle icself, and apparently always have been.

More recent information from Manihi azoll, also in
the Tuamorus, by Hirth (1971), suggests that a faicly
sophisticared turte-ranching program has been devel-
oped by local people. Turtle eggs are collecred and
hatched, and the young rurtles are raised in village
kraals for later consumption, The turtles, fed on co-
conit meat and fish, reach a length of 30w 71 cm in

South Pacific

241

% to 3.5 years—a much more rapid rate of groweh than
seems to operte in the wild.

Very few data are available on turdes in ocher pares
of French Polynesia, Turtles are apparently rare in the
Marquesas, where capoure of a murdle 15 now so infre-
quent that it is considered a special occasion, The Mar-
quesas, Austral, and Gambier Islands all have rocky
coasts with very few beaches, and turtle stocks appear
to be very limited, although a hawkshill was reporred
fenm the southern Marguesas in 1978, and another in
197G,

Piteairn and Henderson lslands

There is no information available o me on mordes in
these islands; cerrainly there s oo evidence that oc-
currence of rurtles around these islands is anything
more than sporadic.

Easter Island

The only available informarion on the trtles of Easter
Island of which 1 am aware 15 the following paragraph
in Harrisson (1971}):

The bivkerio neglecied mavine turtles avound Easter Iiland
may turn ont to be of special importamce, Some remarkably
detailed petroglyphs, carapaces retasmed ai berrlpomss, and
diicaision with informants sugeest Phat ar feart three spe-
cves, possibly four, viset the beacher and theltered bayr, for
Jood andier weiting. Wonderfully well-made stome towers
were erected along rections of the coastlime and ave 166l called
Tartle toieri—thonph they bave not beew wied in loing
memory, Again theve ave stromg indications that in the past
twrtles were wot indivoriminately slanghiered bt reipected,
Bk those damctions Bave nol aperated rince the tiland weni
Catbolic in the fast contwry, Tartle visitors are wow mich
more searee and (rregalar,

Tom Harrisson did not menrion the species he iden-
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When the Bounty Mutineers Chose Their
Refuge, They Looked for an Island
Isolated and Inaccessible

Text & Photography
by Janet Kinnane
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HEBE [5 NOHARBOROT ZiFstrip on Pitcaim.
You con reach the islond, the refuge for
the mutineers from the Bownny, only by a
small boat, and the most vigilant crew can
easily miss this mere dot in the South Pacific,

My first visit to Pitcaim was in 1980, just
after Labor Day. [ was one of three crew
members aboard Sintram, a forty-foot vawl,
which I joined on Rapa Nui (Easter Island)
for one leg of its circumnavigation. Captain
Bill Truesdale had canceled our structured
Swedigh watch 1o honor the holiday as bong
a5 we “imformally” ok tums standing
watch. The beeak from routine was wels
vome. When [ woke before sunrise on 2
Sepiember, judging it my turn, [ found the
auioplot operating but the crew all asleep,
and T saw that the |21 log entry had been
midnight. We must have passed tiny Pitcaim
during the might, | woke Bill who estimated
that we were northwest of the island and we
tackesd hack,

As dawn gave way 1o daylight, [ spotted
what looked like the outline of an kland
dead ahead, Bill's trained eve confirmed it
Land ho! After pwelve long days at sea we
wold soom land at Pitcairn, and Bill opened
some Panama beer for the jubilant celebra-
tron that always comes with the sight of land.
We rapidly forgot our recklessness of the
night before, clearly a sign we were in need
o lamstfall,

From a famt interrupion of the horizon,
Pitcwirn prew to reveal awesome oliffs of
greenery, red clay, and lichen-covered rocks
mising 1,000 feet to form a dramaric contrase
with the surrounding sea. [t was the inviting
character of this remote outpost that so
appealed 1o Fletcher Christian. The sun cast
shadows that acceniuated the angular pat-
terns in the landscape. A dicsel-powered
bomgboart full of Pitcaimers, men and wom-
e, greeted us as we neared the shore and
guided Sirrerm 10 sound but exposed an-
choruge in Bounty Bay. Ckher islanders
gathered round to greet us as we lunded
Oine ebderly man in a red plasd shirt and well-
worn khaki trousers tossed me 8 mandarin
orange and proudly declared, “lam Andrew
Young, fifth generation Fletcher Christian.™

Here | was, standing on Pitcairn at last—a
mere videanic rock, one mile by two, a dot
on the west Pucific designated by its coordi-
mates; latitude 25%M° south, longitude
LG west. Perhaps the most famous is-
kand culture i the world, Pitcairn's heritage
intrigues people evervwhere, Cutsiders at-
tracied by the island's dramatic and unique
origing, however, ofien remain unaware of
the plight of present-day inhabitanis.

The communily arose out of the well-
known conflict shoard the H M5, Bouery
almost 200 years ago, Onece the Bowmiy was

SEPTEMBER 1983

Remore Pitcmirn Eland, sifeared halfiway be-
meed Sowrl Ameriog ool New  Sealord, 6
e do g hendfan of Angle-Thittars who are
fercendrn of Mee crew Wl rack [nerr ik the
farmpury Rounty sy almost 200 vears ago.
Clpposiee: Bihegminnble rocks aod o sirging sea
af de irlands miost camerly pevad covntray? wink 8
welvowie slgh abave the compranirp-owned and
il farding sie. Top: Oolppennriar Andréw
Vaung, wha cleims lineage hack foe gemerarnions
fo Boumly muringér Flencher Cheiion, freds
ciiekens @ Dis hilltap form. Borom: Warren
Chrisliom fhetps with the ek of parening ras-
daray deaves, wiich are aved for ool Sheichiing.

destroyed onthe rocks of the aortheast coast
of the island i PP, the tweniv-seven origi-
mal seltlers, mine mutineers, paelve Tahitian
women, and sx Tahitian men, lived eighteen
vears in complete molation, When Captain
Mayvhew Folger of the American sailing ves-
sl Topraz discovered the community in Feb-
ruary 1808, John Adamswas the only surviv-
ing mutineer. There is oo way of knowing
how mch Adams may have edited the truth
for his own protection or how much might
have becn lost to memory. The many ac-

counts of the early settlement, told by mias-
itimse historans and fction writers alike, are
only suppositions from  pieced-together
fragments of oral history passed down
through generations of Pitcairners. But it is
universally accepied that the islands early
veirs were mitrred by violence, murder, and
tragedy.

Each Pitcairmer hos a version of the is-
land's history, though they eod o rely onan
gocount  written by a  native islander,
Fosalind Young, whose book Mutiny o the
Bouwry and Siory of Pilcaien Iifard, was
published m 189, The islanders are proud of
their unusual heritage and quick (o boast of
direct linegge to Fleicher Christian, the
leacer of the mutimy in April 1789, bot many
of them book with slightly cynical eyes ar all
the intense interest in their past. Afier all,
they have bo live in the present,

Pitcairn Isianders appear characteristic of
the Bolated wland that they inbalkii—svig-
orous, sturdy, resilient, and beaotiful. The
Amglo-Tahivian descendants of the Bowny
mutinesers still bear their ancestors’ names—
Christian, Young, ond Brown—as well as
the names of later shipwrecked settlers—
Warrenand Clark, Britain’s smalbest colony,
Pitcaim s one of the world's most remote
communities, situated halbway between
South America and Mew Zealand and aver
1M miles southeast of Tahiti. Self-suffi-
ciency is the way of life for the fifty-three
islanders. Population has declined by 50
percentin the past ten years, and the remain-
ing imhabitants, mostly over age Afty, worry,
despite their cheertul nature, about the ahil-
iy to survive witlout the yvoung Picairners
who are emigrating in search of & more
msdhern Life,

Az port of acrew all younger than bwenty-
four, I noticed an obvious absence of my
contemporaries among the islanders. This
age gag, from fifteen tothirty, challenges the
future of Pitcaim. [t reduces the pool of
healthy strong bodies peeded for the or-
duous task of unloading supply ships and
hundling the kongboats in the open ocean,
and diminshes almost to 2er0 the number of
marniageeble and procreative Pitcairmers.
Many in that age group have docovered
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MARINE
IMAGES

A TOFE WEEKE FOR DELNERY

Another perspective of the islard's landing site, Baunty Bay.

MOTE Prospesos apportumities in New Zea-
land and never return home.

P‘ll:'.:.lkh"ﬁ MEAGER BCOMOMY has always
been influsnced by the sea traffic calling
at Bounty Bay. In the mid-nineteenth cen-
tury American whaling ships came fre-
quently 1o barter for provisions, A few vears
later came British men-of-war. Misson
stops at the tum of the century brought
charity and Sevenih-Day Advenisis wio
succeeded in converting the entire popula-
Lo,

After the opening of the Panama Canalin
1914, corpo vessels and pasenger liners
stopped at Pitcairn on voyages between the
Amencas and New Zealand or Australia,
Cheean Bners full of custoimers eager to buy
island handicrafis created a money ecomo-
mvy, Pitcairners, for the first time, could save
maney and wse it for passage off the sland:
many did. Woodcarang and basket-weav-
ing. the crafts on Pitcairn, are still the chief
souree of private income for islanders, even
though the steady fliow of large passenger
ships has all but vanished, Current traffic to
Pitcairnincludes ten to teenty private yachis
anmally and a growing number of expedi-
tions—ethnographers and archaeolamsts
from France, film crews from Australia and
photographers from the United States,

Prior to our arrival, Tahe, a square-
rigged brigaiting, had brought an expedi-
tion from San Franceoo, with the aim of
finding Fletcher Christian’s grave, Steve

Ve

Christinn, Andrew’s prandson, teld of the
expedition’s abortive search for his ances-
tor's bones. To humor them Andrew had
planted a goats jawbones in Christian’s
Cave.

In addition to his mutineer ancesiry, An-
drew also muintains Amencan linesge from
his maternal grandfather, Samuel Warren. a
sailor from Providence, Rhode [shind, whe
settled on the istand in the middle of the
naneteently century,

At eighty-four, Andrew clamms his “good
obd days for going around the island are
finished.” However, it wias a challenge to
miatch his pace as we hiked up and down the
precipitous hills, With the ad of a walking
stick and a steaw hat to protect his head from
the bright sun, Andrew toured me around
the islamd home ke loves. He described the
processes of drving bananas, cooking purp-
kin vines, and making syrup from Ti roots.
He showed me how to rap a coconut for the
tasty while mead,

He told me how the men put salt on the
trisals 10 Jupe the gaats that roam wild into o
vlley where they are trapped and killed for
holickay feasts. The goats, he said, are o
nuisance because they crop the vegetation

koo L'l-ﬂde -'I11'-'i fuLTET l."rl.1=-;|l.1n. T'ﬁr: ;HL':mJ j’tilh

i igs oF cows; besides the poats and a few
domestic dops, chickens and torkeys are the
omly animals raised on Pricaim today,
Dwuring our walk Andrew dared me 1o
elimb & seall Australion coral tres which he
called a monkey's puzzle tree. [ accepted,

DOCEANS



only 1o be quickly defeated by numerous
tiny thosns that made it impossible. Andrew

wis quuate pleased with himself, [ wondered OSPRE 2
how many other visitors had preceded me, EY & SALMON

Andrew keepsin shape by rowing the five
mibes around the @land and carting his
wheelbarrow wp and down the dirt foot-
paths. He recalls that on holidays, when he
was younger, “1 was coxswain in rowing
competitions. My boat won in the good old
days,” He lives abone in a house bailt of
indigenous wood on & twenty-five-doliar
monthly pension. Although e calls himself
i hermit. Andréw is extremely gregarious
and a frequent visitor to his daughter
Dobrey's bustling houschold. OF Andrew's
four children, Dobrey is the only one living
on Piccairn today,

Hers is the first residence encountered
ufter climbing the infamous “Hill of D¥ffi-
culty” from the landing at Bounty Bay. We
wire seoaped into Dobrey's home as though
we were family and treated to a hot bath and
“tea”, which & no less than a feast: several
fish dishes, chicken, epgs, bananas, salad,
potatoes, yams, green beans. home-baked
bread, and “svadust™, the local name for
coffee. AL the large table sat four genera-
tions of Pitcaimers: Andrew, Dobrey. her
hushand Ivan, their son Steve and his wife
(Hive, and their children Trent, Fandy,
Sean, and Tanya.

Ivan, a reserved and quict man, is the
wiland magstrate. in charge of immigrations
among other things. He enjovs keeping visi-
tors, cager for their passport stamp, guess-
ing. Casually, he tells them, “If you want
your passporl stamped. give it o ome, |
shoald get to it wmormow,” Steve is the
antithesas of his father in both personality
and physique, having o darker Polvnesian
cowmiplexion and a larger budld, He is in
charge of the generator and the landing, as
well as being the local dentist, Steve and
(Mive are one of four voung families who
have decided to stav on Pitcairn in spite of
the attractions that lure their contempo-
Tarics Bway.

The Christians divide the cooking be-
twoen their electrc stove and an open stone
ovenin aroomoff the kitchen. Olive told me

that it takes nearly three vears of frugal sadas] - i

saving o purchaze amd transport a ew ap- In 1832, the Admiralty assigned Captain Robert Piizroy to explore and map the

piicance from New Zealand, the chief ex- dangerous waters surrounding Tierra el Fuego. Charles Darwin, a young,

pense being shipping. There are five electric uriknown naturalist accompanied this historic frve pear voyage of the Beagle. From

stoves and a few refrigerators on the island, his reates and obetrvations of this adventure, Darwin published his Origin of the

: g " Spwetes in 1859 and roched the civilized world,

and now most homes have freezers which ; : :

B . A Mow available is & limited-edition of 1,000 sipned and numbered full-color
R e et I'n:qu:n PPIY Hthographic art prints of Charles Darwin's Yoyage of the H.M_S, Beagle. The print

deliveries. Steve runs the public generator image sire is 257 u 207, Signed print, $75, Sigred and remarqued print, 5125,

which supplies electncity from 6:00 &M, Inquiries abawt original olls by Ray Massey welcomed,

until 11:00 p.ma. Even though i few families Order from: RAYMOND A. MASSEY — TYNE PRINTS

have privately owned gencrators, the ex- 112 Walton Drive, Buffalo, New York 14226 (716) 839-0145

pense of imported oil lmits their use, People
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just avead opening their freezers when the
power is off and trust the inselation i keep
their food frozen.

The administrative headquarters, 3,000
miles wway in Auckland, New Zealand, ar-
ranges for transportation of supplies and for
miedical cmergencies, An AMCTican nurse,
the wife of the Seventh-Day Adventist pas-
tor, runs a dispensary, There has never been
aresident doctor, 50 BEanders mest heave the
island for serous ailments. Last year An-
drew took passage on a supply ship to Mew
Zealand to have a bead injury treated. In
December 1980, Jay Warren wos brought
S miles to Mangareva, the nearest inhal-
ited sland, on an Austrabian yacht, then
flovwn 1,000 miles to Tahiti for an emergency
hernia operation, Jay spent Christmas in a
hospital room in Tahiti, his first tmp off
Pitcaim.

There are no regularly scheduled supply
ships. Fewer cargo ships now travel the
Pamama-New Zealand sea roate. so for the
past few years Pitcairn has had to rely on the
eouriesy of Norwegian sea captains to deliv-
er such necessary provisions as fuel, four,
fishing line. and medicine. These ships ar-
rive three or four fimes o vear, sometimes as
miuch as mine monaths apart, As of Febroary
this vear, no supply ship had visited since

seplember 1982, Mail delivery is abgirrepu-
lar because i, oo, depends on the fuky
schedule of possing ships, During miy wisit,
mwo Pitcairners, Len and Thelms Brown,
were in Mew Fealand waiting for passape
horme on the next supply ship,

IE pav a supply ship does arrive B a

major island holiday. A long ring on the
battery-operated one-party line 1elephone
sipnals a ship’s arrival and calls all hands to
the landing place for unloading. Amid much
excitement the longbouts are hawled out of
the storage sheds. The sdanders make sever-
al trips between the cargo vessel and shore,
glad for the relief from ordinary activitics.
They are convinced the seas pick up every
“Bhip Day™ 1o make their work more chal-
lenging—und even more memorabbe,

On other days, islanders occupy them-
sebves with fishing, farming, handicrafts,
and, of course, each other'’s company. The
sea and land both are fertile and provide &
goad chiet: in one afternoon Obive caught
sixty-six fish from the rocks, Often the is-
Eanders tuke the longhoars out deep-sea fish-
ing fior wahoo and tuna, two favorites, They
also fish for shark, less to eat than for tha
teethtolend authenticity totheircorvings. A
Iot of shairks, they say, can be found around

i __

Oeno Island) an uninhabited atoll with

sandy beaches seventy-five miles northwesr.
Oheno s their hodiday retreat, i change of
soene. Every veur they pack wp the boats and
cross the open sea to camp and relax for o
week or twa, They combime work with their
vacation by collecting seashells and pan-
dames palms, in addition to the shark's teeth

they manage o get, for use in their crafis,

Many islanders will readily deny being g
sailors, claiming that scasickness usually
owereomaes them on the passage to Ceno—
not surprising, considering that there is po
sheltered water around on which to gradu-
ally develop sen legs. They are landlubbers
wh live with the sea, mot onit,

The Pitcairn Islands also include Hender-
son and Ducie islands, both uninhabited,
lying 1065 miles northeas: and 190 miles east
of Pitcairm Trsru:ch'-tt].' Henderson offers i
good supply of miro wood, a dark. fine-
grained hurdwood used for carving.

Although lohster can be fished off Pii-
cairn, most islanders do pot eat it, since
Adventists abstuin from shelifish and pork,

s well as alc-::hn] and tobageg, Only one

Blkander, Morris Warren, smokes cigareltes
Morris is interested in visitors for the iobacs
cothey may have. Once that businessis over,
%0 is his friendship with a stranger, When [
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miet Morris, he was barefoot and bearded,
weanng an overcout and cap, and carrying a
broken hoe. “Do va have a cigarette ™ was
his greeting, followed by, “When's ya ship
leaving™

When fishing is impossible. the slanders
turn 1o their garden plots. The subtropical
climate of Pitcairn supports & wide variety of
tropical and femperate vegetation. Give
seeds to 4 Pitcaimer and he will attempt to
provw them—and wsually succeeds. Liener-
aliy Plicaim s an “early tobed, early o rise™
community, bt when sirangers visit, they
welcome the chance to Literally burm the
ntidnight odl. One evening around the Chris-
tians’ Large dining room fable, bt by the
moon andd & kerosene lamp, our crew ex-
changed sea stories with soma of the s
landers, Steve was pleased to have a new
audience for his tales of shark hunting and
hos more dungerous dives. Steve Bone of the
few whanders who has souba gear and ex-
plores beneath the surface of the ocean that
15 all around. He got his werswdr in a trude
with a passing bost—each islander has his
“shopping list” ready for when & vesse] ar-
rives. He managed to get a full swit in ex-
change for one of hisshark carvings and o hat
that las mother wove,

Other nighttiene entertanment includesa
wice-weekly screening of & “picture”
rented from Mew Zealand and changed only
as often as the irregular mail achedule wall
allow. Ome night 1 saw Mrs, Srown You've
Cior v Lovely Dosghirer for forv-five cents
while a chorus of chaldren recited the linesin
unison with the movie.

Pilcsumn taxes are paid in kind, not with
mioney. Men from sixteen bo sixty years of
ape must contribute to public works, main-
taineng the rosds and povernment buildings
for an hourly wage of fifty-nine cents. The
works program is sdministered by Sieve
Christian, who makes assignments aceord-
i b the regquirsments of the particular job
and the skills of the available workers, The
system functions much like a grounds crew
ar i campus Or estate. Everyone is some-
thing of a jeck-of-all-trades, and noone gets
stuck doing the same job all the time.

Public works is aaturally not popular,
aithough there are a few coveted positions in
the post office, Pitcairn Island stamps, is-
suied since 19401, are the island's mun export
ind chief source of revenue. Philatelists
keep Pitcaim solvent, The post office jobs
ure awarded something like political plums;
rver e vears some families have developed
more influence in the community than oth-
ers, although the ways in which this influ-
ence is exercised are generally oo subile for
the: casual visitor o appreciate.

To build up & private cash reserve, men
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miltl:_l.'-u_'l.rl_ilﬁg_.ﬁ in the shapes of fish, sharks,
birds,| turtles,jand the Bounry, while the
women weave dried pandanus palms into
baskets and curios. The seven children
spend the day inschool under the tutelige of
a teacher from Mew Zealand and at night
help ot in the crafts enterprise by sanding
carvings or collecting leaves. The cash thus
eamed goes 1o buy food and medicine at the
island stoses or to onder goods from the
outside, Some vears ago ashipdropped off a
copy of the Sears, Roebuck catalog, and
niw the islanders order most of therr clothes
from this bong-time fixture of out-of-the-way
living, which Sears religiously updates,

KAMHW' where most of the howses
and community buildings are located,
offers an mm-sland sanctuary high above the
restless sea. Lovely houses are built of wood
with corrugated iron roofs. Large cisterns
beside the homes collect rain water from fhe
roafs, since there i o stream on Pitcairn. In
earlier days, Andrew savs, dred pandanus
leaves were used to thatch a roof in the
Polynesian sivle. The bark of pundanus
trees is still used as putters for collecting
water off roofs.

Andrew pointed out the homes of the
isdand families and many abandoned
houses, too, a5 we meandered through
Adamstown, There s an unspoken respect
for property. The land, imigally divided
among the mutinesrs (and not the Tahitians
who came with them}, & passed on to the
children in exch family. prohibiting sirang-
ers from ownership, The land divisions are
precarious because of all the intermarriage
over generations. Certain land & public, and
a red P distinguishes community trees from
private ones, Andrew picked two large
vellow grapefruits from a roadside tree and
handed me one, waming me of island Law,
“We can pick and eat fruit from any tree
while walking, but we can't collect it.”

There is no shortage of fruit trees along
the dirt roads and footpaths 1o quench a
hiker'sthirst, but | wasn't always sure what I
wiis beangoffered. “Did Dwamt a jack-frun ™
“Dron't eal that, thats stinking-apple."” The
former was delicsows; that's the island ferm
for papaya. The latter i3 the smelly, bitter
fruit of the roseapple, good ooly for jellies
and such. “White stafi™ is what they call
thistle even though it's green, because they
pick it before if Aowers, cook it in water and
syrup, and serve itin coconut milk, making s
whitish concoctson, Other plants and fish are
cillled by their Tahitian name or a derivatnoe
of it, The islanders speak English to visitors,
but among themselves they vse o unigue
blemd of Tahitian, English, and local idioms
and contractions. Forexample, they will ask
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a returning hiker, “But vou bp?" for
“Whereabouts have you been?, an ex-
pressbon as short as the distance one can
walk.

The place names on the islands also carry
the stamp of their unusaal history. The most
obvious ones are Bounty Bay, Adamstown,
and Chrstian’s Cave, “Where-Dan-Fell” is
g rock from which Dian McCov fell amd
broke his back while fishing m 1853, An-

drew’s prandfather, Simon Young, kept a
cow in'a fiebd which now bears the nime

"White-Cow-Pen™, Another feld where an
islander caught a loose cow s referred to as
"John-Cateh-a-Cow™, even though John's
identity is no longer known, Timiti, one of
the original Tahitian settlers, purportedly
hid from Fletcher in the gaps of some rocks
om the sowth side of the island which is nowa
fertile fishing ground called “Timitis
Crack”, And another place is called “John-
Fall” after Johan Mills, son of the mutineer by
the same name, who fell and died while
collecting bird eggs.

Andrew, who 10dd me countless stories
behind local names, also recalled memora-
ble events in his lifetime. While experiment-
ing with lanterns, Andrew was the first is-
lander tomake visual communscation witha
passng ship in 1921, Pitcairn received trans
mitting and receiving equipment from Mew
Lealand following Andrew’s mitial efforts,
and sance 1944 Pitcairn has been a mete-
orological station with regular communica-
tions. Tom Christian, the radio officer today,
transmits the weather and other pertinent
niews from a sophisticated station built i the
1960k by the Britsh government. Tom also
operates o ham radio, a link to the rest of the
winrld sivce ham radio opernforsare cager to
reiich an cuipost like Procaim Tsland.

The slanders get regular news of the
dtsiide world through Tom's radio eommec-
tiops, They hke to keep in touch, ewven
though they are generally not very infer-
ested i global politics and other goings-on
that do not really vosch their bives, The story
e told that duning World War 11, Japanese
and American shigs would stopat the island,
asking if the residents had seen any sign of
theenemy recently, Both sides received the
sme answer, a respectful and progmatic
“Ma*,

Tom's monopoly over the island's radio
offeirs now has competition from  Kari
Young, o Norwegian ship radio operator
who marvied islander Brian Young. Like
Steve and Oive, Kard and Brian have chosen
tey raise their family on Pitcaim. In Decem-
ber 1982, Tomwas named i the Queen’s Lis
a5 Member of the British Empire, for out-
standing service. The award was a weloome
acknowledgment that the community he
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lives imis not entirely forgotien.

Andrew also recalled that the slanders
fielt the shock of the French bomb testing on
Mururoa Island, some 500 miles to the
northwest of Pitcaim. A French cruiser
camie to Fiteairn in the early 19705 after one
test to check for damage, The French ship
wird folkowed by a British ship that assured
the slanders the radsation from the nuclear
testing had drifted away. The French con-
fimue 1o use Mururoa as & test site and, to
date, have not pablished any study swuvey-
ing the effects on neighboring klancs.

I5 THE CASE with most visits to Pitcairn,

weather dictated the length of my stay,
amll Sintnan degearted in a tropical storm for
French Polynesia. I boarded the ship reluc-
tantly, with litthe hope of returning. Pitcairn-
ers are accustomed to brief friendships with
sirangers which are rorely renewed, except
through letters. However, [ had been in-
fected with the warm hospitality of Pitcair
and set my sights on returning ome day,

In March of the fodlowing year Tlearned a
French yacht sailing 10 Henderson Island
was hiring crew, I did not worry about the
prevailing - southeasterly  tradewinds we
would battle, but rather rejoiced at the rare
opportunity to revisit Piteaimn, Clasde Cras-
ca caplains the former racing vacht Sirimna, a
sinty-food keteh, which he now chartess from
his base in Papeete, Tahiti. [ was offered the
position and had only one day 10 convince
the French authorities to extend my visa, 1o
sign me off one shipand ontoanother. and 1o
grant me permission to enter the military
portof Hao, where the charter puests would
join Striang. The bureaucratic runaround in
Papeete is & delicate pame forcigners must
play with the authorities,

Srrigng kept to her schedule and left Pa-
peete Harbor on 28 March, Eric Germa, a

senrae I, 0MY miles soitheas! of Tobidl, Tiny Pi
cairn Seeelf 12 ol cme by tee adles,

French suilos, came on s first mate and
navigator, and [ & second pale, interpreter,
andcook. A threatening skyin the northeast
wirned us to tack and circummiavigate Tahiti
by the southwest side. That fiest morning sky
wits & foreshadowmg of the weather that
remained with Swivna for neady the entire
voyage.

Drays blended together as the three of us
rotated watch through tropacal rains, high
seas, and headwinds. Smiona prapped
cargfully through the central Tuaimotu archi-
pelago while we kept an eye out for its kew
coral atolis. These aiolls, & coconut tree
high, shimmer in resplendent hees of red
coral. turquodse lagoons, amd white sands.
et their rudinnos masks treacherous reefs.
We passed Anaa, Motu Tunga, Tahamea,
Reitoru, Mengonengo, and finally anchored
in the lagoon of Hso, where our charter
guest, Smiley Ratliff, and his personal pi-
Ik, Peter, joined the Srrigng,

Sewiley, a1 lurge man, taller still in a black
cowboy hat and boots, [ooked more fit to
fide a1 prairie schooner than with us on the
Siriana. The fifty-seven-vear-old multimil-
lionaire cattleman from western Virginia
was making his first swiling voyage at sea.
Smiley claimed he was looking for an island
to buy and setthe and wanted to look ac
Henderson. The crew suspected he was in
search of a treasure. I convinced Smiley to
include & detour 1o Pitcaimn in his itinesary.
The nature of tlis trip was peculiar no matter
what itz motives, Rarely does anvone, par-
ticularly a cattle farmer, charter a yacht fos a
3,000-mile roundtrip vovage.

Pitcairners remember the only knows
previous attempt to live on Henderson Ls-
land, In 1957 an American, Robert
Tomarchin, whopurported tobe o treasure
hunter, and his pet chimpanzee had o be
rescued from Henderson after a brief stay,
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having run out of food and water, They were
deposited on Pitcairn where they stayed
until another passing  ship- delivered
Tomarching, but not his chimpanges, to
Mew Zealand. The islanders looked after lhis
pet until they secured it passoge to Mew
Lealand some manths later.

W reiched Henderson atter a brief over-
kay at Mangareva. Henderson sat like a huge
levg om the horizon, looking quite different
from other South Pacific islands. Fifty-foot

_Cliffs rise up on all sides to form an elevated

plateau of demse vegetation of pandamus,
acacin, and miro, The nosth side, where we
anchored, wus graced with a white sand
beeich bordered by a small forest of cocomet
trees which the Pitcaimers had planged,

Henderson s home to at least thirteen
species of birds. Two may be unigue to the
slands: the Henderson chicken., a flightless
rail, and the green fruit pigeon. The sur-
roundiig sea is wealthy in fish which grow to
# larger size here than in the waiers off
Pitcairn, Isnorkebed in the coral crevices and
undervater cives off the north side where
the friendliness of the fish frightened me but
made bunch easy; Twas not so friendly,

The two Visgimians descended npon Hen-
derson with a shovel and pitchfork to collect
dirtsumplestotest laterin the United States,
Geagraphical Survey handbooks 1t the is-
lamad as & limestope base, but Smiley dis-
covered the soil to be “one hundred percent
better” than he expected. “No one has ever
penetrated” the thick growth tosearch for a
water source, he claimed, He did not find
witler the day we visited, but he was pleased
with the island after his brief exploration, It
rased 50 many gquestions. 15 the island for
sale? Could one man buy an island? What
would the Pitcairners think? Why would
Smiley want Henderson?

In strong northeasterly winds and high
sens, with a dooble-reefed mainsail, we
reached Pitcaim in a near-record eleven
hours, before sunrise the following mom-
ing, We sought protection on the west side of
the island, making figure eights on the sea
until dawn. T was not sure the Pitcaimers
would remember me. But. when the sky
Iightened, i cast of Pitcairners in a longboat
came out to the Sriana and their smiles of
recognition and Steve's loud exclamation,
“Janet, 1 can't believe vou're back!™ dis-
miissed my worry, We anchored on the west
side and piled into the longhoat o oot
shore. The talk was lively during the shon
besit ride to Bounty Bay as we exchanged
greetings and news. Since my first visit, the
ikand had experienced a drought, and con-
sequently lost some of jts lushness, but the
peaple welcomed us in thedr same lovely
fashion, mimimizing their problems.

The awthor sandy above the iwo Erencimen
who crewed dve yacht during her second visit 1o
Fitewirn felwvd. The peisenger af right Wering o
kar is a millionaive Virginla cotflerman wis
chartered the boat in search of an inland i Buy
and senle.

Steve offered me a ride on the back of his
moped up the Hill of Difficulty. Andrew and
Dobrey. who were at the fop of the hill, were
shocked to see me again. “You're mad,
girl,” Dobrey exclaimed, conveying her fear
ofthe sea. She cannot understand my travel-
mg long diances in sailboats, Andrew
bugped me in his grandfatherly way. Per-

The Continuing Adventures
of Smiley Ratliff

The Brtish Foreign and Common-
wealth Office has yet toendorse Arnthur
M. “Smiley” Ratliff s request to build a
mansicn and an airstrip on Henderson,
The International Union for the Con-
servation of Mature, the World Wikdlife
Fund and the International Council for
Bird Preservation all contend that
Ratliff’s plan to build on Henderson
would inflict senous damage upon the
island’s ecology and wildlife. Left un-
answered is the problem of how tosolve
Piteairn’s continuing fsolation and s
worsening shortage of medical supplies
withoul Ratliff's proposed  airstrip,
Compounding the problem has been
the continued oppasition of the British
povernment 1o a contribution to a £2
million fund proposed by journalist
Glynn Christian, a fifth generation de-
seendant of Fletcher Christian.
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haps | filled a spot left empty by his absent
" children and grandchildren.

Thhe rain barrels and cisterms were not as Contemporary Marine Art r
full of water as1 had remembered them. The i !
leaves on the trees were sunbumed brcrﬁ Hﬂd Shlp MUdElS for
and bore a slim supply of fruit. Dobrey s
they were anticipating a supply ship soon, Cﬂllﬂctﬂrs and Il‘l‘UEE tors
but provisions were dwindling.

The Sirfana stayed at Pitcaim for only 2
few days. [ spent the time visiting the fami-
lies | knew and hiking the L‘i:cumfilljt'?_w of

i with Andrew, Steve, and lrent.
E::sﬂing, in place of the wsual movie, 1 i3 PREEPE""'"'““]‘-" L:Eﬁ
gave a slide show of the pictures | had 1aken st funey Shws 1 S LI
during my first visit. The islanders had great Bl in 1932, she saifed the west
fun ]E*Fl‘!g ibout the inwg-us of themselves, ol many yrary for e Dallar Line
Dieparting & secomnd time was more difficali.
Renewing my attachments had made them
stronger. Andrew gave me a carving of a
shark that he had made and wished me well,
saying, "1 do hope | may see you again
before [ die.”

W set sl westward under a night sky, but

Mystic Maritime Gallery is the nation's first
business devoted to the documentation, care
and sale of museum quality ship models. Over
75 models available for purchase at all times,

i ekt sl T ralanes R & dhaos Duarterly 5!.'LiF- model inventory. .. ........, $12.00

o exprlore our quarters on the Siriana. Their Art and _s-rrlrnshaw catalogues. ........... #20: (8]

longhoat and our sailboat parted in the dask- RITIME Allpablecations. ool T Tor b £50.00

%S, MA MYSTIC SEAPORT MUSEUM S5TORES
Since his trip to the South Pacific, Smiley GALLERY DEFT, O MYSTIC, CONNECTICUT 06355

has misde & formal offer to the British Goa-

ernement to purchase Henderson Lsland, an MYSTIC INVITATIONAL * SEPT. 95 — NOV. 15

offer now being negotiated. His proposal
has the support of the Fiteaim Islond Coun-
cil. The islanders are fascinated by, though
skeptical about, Smiley’s scheme 10 settle
Henderson. His plan includes building an CHARLES RASEOB ROBINSON
airstrip on Henderson that could insure reg-
ular supply and mail services for Pitcairn and
wsmstance in medical emergencies. Pitcairn-
15 are caubously optimistic about help from
ouisiders. There are people eager to aid the
sland, bt logistics often are probibiive,
Tom, whospoke with me recent]y via ham
radin, voiced the interest and consensus of
the Pitcgirn people, claiming that “an air-
strip on Henderson could be benedicial in
more ways than one™. The change thay may
come to the life of the islanders will be
profound, yet the effects are difficult o
predict. Smiley's fantastic dream may work
it way o reahity, The ambitton of one mind
oold settle another wsland of the Picam
Islands, as Fletcher Christian's will created
the settlement on  Pitcairn,  Ironically,
Smiley wants (o “get away from it all” and
hve slone on his oam islond , insulated by the
sea, and Pircmirners, who know isolation,
desire more and regular “contact with the Rk il g e L
outside world™. == A Limited Edition of 500 signed and numbered prinis on 100%
ph neutral rag pager. 575, plus $5, shipping,
Fora full color portlolio of this and eight other Limited

Jenet Kinnane f o photographer in a nevrobiof- Edifions by this artist on nautical themes sand 3 in check

oy lobwrarory in Woods Hole, Massechicesti, or monay arger to; Brush Hill Studies, Washingion, Gl 06793

She recennly spenr @ pear sailing fn casrera Poly- {200 BEE-0EIE.
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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
OF PITCAIRN, HENDERSOM, DLCIE

F,GE";;FHP AND OENO ISLANDS
C/o British Consulate-Ganeral
Private Bag
Anakland
Mew Zasland

Mr G Balazs 24 Oetober 1984

Mational Marine Fisheries Service
Honolulu |_sboratory

P O Box 3830

Honolulu, Hawaii 96812

LS. A.

M/’Z-Lg»(,.

In your letter of 3 October you assked a question about the wooden turtles
carved on Pitcairn Island. '

In brief, I think it can be sefely said that they represent sea turtles
rather then a land animal.

Certainly there were two (at least) Galapagos tortoises brought to
Pitcairn by Captain Johnston on the "Yankee" in the 1980a (although
only one survives) but I do not think they are the subject of the
earvings. For one thing their carapace Is most unlike that on the
turtles carved by the Pitcairners and for another this land dwelling
creature is known locally as & 'turpin' {terrapin), Had the carvings
been of it this surely would have been reflected in the name.

Best wishes.

e,
P

G D Harraway



Animals and birds

The only native mammal is the 1 vmesien rar Lty exidans); and cata, chogrs, wroais,

fowl and the commaon mouse have been mtroduced, the mouse as late, it is said, as 1942

The Register ook records that rishbits aind cuttle were landed in 1240 bur they did not
survive; and the common pig was exterminated towards the end of the last century

g * when the island was converted to the Seventh [ A

: aventist religion, An Inberesting
el 1 o and rare intreduction is the € salitpaos giant tortoise. | "."'p_.-r.q,-,‘,,.,-,-',-.-Ir:._.',.,-,”r,-,lhmj_ However,
:; i"':"'r it depes not breed and it pumbers have diminished until only one SRITVIVEE,

; !jl.'ili' ] The hirds of Pitcairm are predominantly oceanic and migrant, the few land birds
':II £ o having affinities with those of the Austral and Tuametu Izlands in French Polvnesia.
‘ rr.l-;-:.“" : L 25 types listed, Henderson Island {2
7 patge #8) has 17 including the unigue Rightless

chicken bird [MNesuplvley ater) Deno i3
Ducie tet and Piteairn six. There is no record
ol the extinetion of aniy native species. OF the
birds breeding on Pitcairn the best known gme
the Fairy Tern (G alba Jucitiea), the Com.
mon Noddy {Awmes stolidus pileatus) and the
Red-railed Tropic Bird { Phaetio ribicawdal.
The Pitenirmn Tsland Warkler [Acroeeplalis
CRNEUERE vl ) or “sparrow™. is g native

The unique and flightless Hendarson sub-species, dark-brown above and viellowish
Izland chicken bird, from a drawing to buff below, Legizslation has been enacted to
by Farrar Ball, pentect the bied life,

ADAMSTOWN AND THE NEIGHBOURHOOD

The threshold of Pitcaim is & soee rand narrow mud path, Running from Bowrnty
Bay to the Edge—ihoe lovel grassy area at the top of the oliff-—it follows the track used by
the mutineers when they landed. Tt rises sharply upwards for 70 metres hugging the
side of the reddish cliff, slippery in the ruin and hard and gruvelly when it is drv. And as
i the duyvs of the mutineers certain wonds must sl he tramaported up this path if thisy
are ton heavy for the Hving fox that the islanders now prosseEs,

The seetlernent of Adamstown, the original home of the mutimecrs, is well situated
on i nartherly slope 120 to 150 metres above sea level, and covers some 24 hectares of
pitrle-like land, The main path from the LEdge, above the landing at Bour
foor ahout 300 metres chroueh the villnge roughly parallel with the coase. 1 peide” and
“downside"” of the path numercus little lanes wind towards spravwling houses. scattered
irregularly among bushes, ormamentsl shighs and garden patches, There are some
seventy house sites in Adamstown bt in 1951 only twentv-twa were in use, The homes
an thie remander, foemarly the dwellings of islunders e dead or living abeowd, have
tallen: nto dilapidation or disappearcd altogether and will soon be cliimed by the
acdvancing bush,

Bay, runs

Buile on simple foundations of bowlders and
roughly dressed boards, the howses aie well veneil
wills are often unpainted and

lvgs or wonden piles, with Qoors of
itedd at ground level, The westher-board
, withough most of the windows are now plazed, shding
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o T Woad carvings and weaving.

The men can often be seen about the island with their baskers containing, perhaps, »
partly carved fying-fish and the oddments of small tools wnd bits they need to complete
i, The women's eole i8 the weaving of haskets and hats from pandanus leaf and
painting shells and other small articles, all of a type that is widespremd in the Macific.

Mira ( Thespesia populnea), o dark, durable and hamdsomely grsined wool, is
preferred for carving and, gince Pitcairn atsell has long been denuded, visits for
supplies to Henderson Island, 160 kilometres to the north (see page 35, are made when
opportunity offers, usually when the Master of u passing ship will arry the slanders”
lsoata, which are later sailed home in eomvoy. The most common articles carved are
fiving-fish, sharks, tortoises, vazes, birds, walking sticks, inlaid hoxes and, of course,
models of Hs, Bowety, most of which are sobd or hartered on board ships.

Trading

There is litthe reliable informacion about how rmuch is ohtained from “teading |, but
ome observer has reported that “the people always say, the mioney is in those ships so
jomg as vou have the curios to trade”. Whatever the resum is, and it 15 counted in gonds
ag well ns money, it is not negligible.

Five strokes of the public bell announce that a ship has besen sighted and whatever 1
heing done isat once dropped, fruit and curios are hastily gathered, the boats are laeenched
and manned and plunge out throwgh the surf of Bounty Buav. The custom of exchanging
“public fruit” for goods of approximately equal vlue which Jater could be distribured

20
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