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SELF-ASSIGNED DUTIES OF THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN, ..

IUCH/55C MARINE TURTLE GROUP
Serve as an information officer to the Group Chairman by forwarding copies
of relevant publications, news articles and correspondenca.
Carry out special assignments as may be recommended by the Group Chalrman.
Hake recommendations for conservation action to the Group Chalrman.

Correspond and interact with all Group members in order to determine

conseérvation and research problems,

George H. Balaz
Gy Sl OF LTAWAL
Hawaii Institute of Marine Biolagy
Cacanut lsland * P. O, Box 1344 - Kanache, Hawali 0071



QUEENSLAND
NATIONAL PARKS
AND WILDLIFE
SERVICE

Northern Regional Centre

National Parks and Wildlife
Sarvice
Pallarends, Townsville, 48148

Australia
6 April, 1982

Praf. A. Carr
Department of Zoology
223 Bartram Hall
University of Florida
GATNESVILLE 32611
United States of America

Dear Archie, ' 3
Here are some personsal notes to keep -you informed.

The sastern Australian green turtles agein jumped dramatically this last
geasgon and my assigtant could have walked from turtle to turtle on parts of
Raine Island. I now have § years data on my green fluctuations - you have
over 25 ysars for yours. George Balazs has about 8-10 years for his greens.
Do wa have enough yet to put them together and look for patterns? I'm
interegted if you are.

ur courtship studies went beyond our expectations and gave us the good data
base to firm up ideas we were already developing. We sampled about 113
courting groups, capturing the entire group in many instances. OF 68 females
captured while mounted we have recovered about 40 subsegquently nesting -

spread over about 100 kn radius from the courtship area. Unfortunately I

only monitored about half the avgilable pnesting islands inthe area so we probably
missed the rest on the unmonitored islands. However we now have a good story to
tell about movements from courtsghip to negting. The basic fact out of this was
that our females didn't usuwally nest on the closest rookery.

In addition our recaptures of tagged males waz Impreszgive. We can now discuss
the remigration interval for courting males - it's very different to that of the
females both in fregquency of oocurrence and timing. Some of the males we have
watched over 2 or more seasons appear to have mating home ranges that they
returned to.

I look forward to the day when you and I can sit round & table and talk through
the consegquences of this data I'm gathering. ZSome of the things I zay must be

almost heretical at timeg and I probably need the steadying influence of
someone of YoUr experience.

Give my regards to Marjorie, Anne and FKaren and look after yourself.

o, o
et e ‘:__:_a- f.:___. 5



Tegarayama, Himeji City

HlmE‘” CITY Aqulﬂl‘"ium 670, Japan

April 14th 1982

Dr.Archie Carr
Chairman,

IUCH Marine Turtle
Specialist Group

Dapr [Dr, Carr 1

Thank you very much for your letter on meeting of
marine turtle specialist group. 1 was very glad to see them.

As you know, Flasical year in Japan 1t's usually begin
from April to March of next year. S50 we have to make a esstimate
of next year budget plan until October or November. It 13 a
little dificult to propose my travel plan after decided of
new year budgst.

If I can have a rough plan of new year meeting ( where,
when ....) until Cetober. We can propose it in new year budget.

If we have a meeting in this fisical year. I will be
attend to meeting by my own expense, If the meeting held in
Southeast Asia. It's better for me,because it's less expensive
than other place. But this is my own discretion. I will agree
to proposal from chairman and member's declsion.

With best regards and many thanks,

Sincerely

Sptehi ol

Dr.I.Uchida
Director
Hime jl City Aguarium
Nobusue, Tagarayama,
Hime ji City670. Japan
EEETT I KR
Tel QF2-89-0321
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Telephone: 076-21245

. Yoor Raf:

STATE FISHERIES DEPARTMENT,

KUALA TREMGGAMNLU,
MALAYSIA.

Our Rl pPri.prs Eﬁ{iléi _F' )

/

i AR REEL

Dr. Archhe Carr,
Department of Zoology,
University of Florida,
Galnsville, 32511,
Uj:.':\llul!ll

Dear Drs Carr, S

IIII
I believe it is better to have the meeting in a place where
the turkles 2re and at tha nasting season., I did try to
organize a meeting here for our group but failed to realise
it becauge of some admistrative difflculties. If you do
think & l; having a meeting here in June, July next year

or year after, please make an officlal request to me.

e For the meeting this year, I am able to obtaln own
finacing.

With best regards.

Yours falthfully,

fﬁf \x\f?im

{siow n Tow)

of Flszheries,

skt Wk

1932



EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY

CHARLESTON, ILLINOIS 61920

Division af Botany Department 217-581-3624
Life Sciences Environmental Biology ~ 217-581-3011

Zoology Department 217-581-3126

1 April, 1982

Ir. Mirhie Cary
Lept. of Zoology
University of Florida
Gainesville, F1 32611

Dear Archie:

Thank you fer your letter concerning possible meeting sites for
the Marine Turtle Specialist Group. My own preferences would be Bali
along with the world Mational Parks Congress or Kuala Lumpur along
with the SSC Meetings in Octcber. If all goes well I will be in India
at that time and could get to either meetings,

I have only little news to report on the Techrology Transfer of
the exculder device to Malaysia. Siow is anxious to go ahead with
the building of the device by Malaysian gear specialists so I have
sent him the plans along with some recommerdations by Mr Charles
Taylor of NMFS for their particular nets. I have also written to
Mora Bjonkland of UNEP and Jim Sternberg of CEE to see if either might
ba able to finance a two week trip for Taylor to supervise the initial
building of excluder panels for the Malaysian trawlers. I am waiting
to hear their reply.

In the meantime, I also contirue o wait on results of a Indo—
American Fellowship for next year. I am really getting impatiemt to get
back in the field. If something doesn't come through scon I am going to
have to start taking ice water showers. My latest is that I also applied
for a temporary position (3 yrs) at the National University of Singapore.
So far nothing on that either.

I hope Karen is not having too marny problems with the final stages of
the World Conference proceedings. She has sourded rather harried in
her last letters.

Hope all is well in Gainesville arnd that I will next see you in some
far off place.
Best wiszhes,

mﬁé?iﬁf

Professor of Zoology
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Thank you for your letter of 17 March that came to hand today., The problem as you out- _
line it is a serious one and is compounded by the ad hoc nature of our past meetings,
Speaking for myself a firm date, even 5 years shead would greatly simplify planning for
such a meeting and I believe that I could seek funds for such trips given the time.

Wayne's suggestion of a savings account,by which T assume he'Eaanéhpéfsﬁﬁﬁi:is'iiﬁﬁly
out of the question as far as I am concerned and I'm sure that this would apply to a
mmber of us who are 'civil servants'. (Bureaucrats over your way 1)

Your suggestion re Bali has possibilities. My Director will be attending and my Boa
is keen that I should go as well so although. there are a few minor problems (re Soutfic....
Africans attendance, ete) there is a distinct possibility that I could be there.

If it were possible to organise a meeting of the Group this would make my-attendanna ;L}

o
the more worthwhile and valuable. In clesing the matter of meetings tharefore.. ¢ i
(i) I should be most interested to hear whether a turtle meeting could be held in Bali.
(ii) Meetings should be set at least two years ahead so that planning for funding can
be entared into. :
Our turtle season has just closed with a smaller population of leatherbacks and our se-
cond best year for loggerheads, Nothing really out of the ordinary,
All the very best and my regards to your good lady.
Yours sincerely,
« R. HUGHES
for : DIRECTOR |
: Meass addreas all commemiontions ko the Director LT
GRH e Geliews ol brisfwinsaling san e Direkteur te rig :k‘--'-"-"-
Establichad in térms of Ordinance Mo, 36 of 1847 (Netel] Volgess Ordsansssis Mo, 35 van 1047 [Mesef) ingesbal : : p .'I
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ARDC, POSTAL ?9-052
coL, DOCTUORES
MEXICO X. D. Fe April 1t 1982,

La7e0

Dear Dr, Cerrr:

Upon your bulletin dated on march 17, 1982 and the request
there in. I must say thet of course I prefer Australia or -
Bali, but for economics asspects will be more easy to go to & =
near place v. gr. Eurcpa or Hawali,,

Maybe If I ¢an get from cutside the tiguet, will be more -
easy for me to get money per diem. Any way the future here is-
not eclear for the money devaluation and the governmental change.

Maybe in Europa wlll be more easy to get finasnce, and vou-
know more about that than me.

I hope every body will be able to asslist. Let me know any-
advance in this way, thanks.
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QUEENSLAND
NATIONAL PARKS
AND WILDLIFE
SERVICE

MNorthern Regional Centre

National Parks and Wildlife
Service
PALLARENDA, Townsville, 4810

Australia
& April 1g82

Prof. A. Carr
Dapartment of Zoology
223 Bartram Hall
University of Florida
GAINESVILLE 32611
United Stateg of America

Dear Archia,

Re: SSC SEATURTLE GROUP MEETING

frigs Re Australian Venue: Budgeting for the 1982-1983 financial year
iz In progress at present in my Department. It should be completed
by late April. If you want to stand a reasonable chance of my
Department assisting in funding a meeting we need to have your
request for the Diregtor's consideration by the end of April.
After that the chances are greatly reduced. I've already given you
my suggestions for an Australian mesting,

2. If it's not in Australia then obviously the closer the better I
like it. Hawall is okay. Bali iz just as easy for me.

If I have an official request to attend the meeting and am asked to
present one or more papers then there iz a high probability that my
Department will fund me to Hawaii or Ball - I'm not sure about further
atield. Europe, Canada, North Pole would exclude me. I want to be
involved because I believe I have something to contribute and within
Australasia our turtle stocks are important.

x. Timing: it looks like the October in Bali meeting will again fall

within my field study time. May be I spend too much time in the Ffield
with turtles.

4. For your information: My Department has invited a representative of
the Fhilippines Government turtle research/conzervation effort to
spend up to 5 months with me for training and experience. There is
a good chance that the whole exercise will be funded by Australian
Developmant Assistance Bureaud and Jueensland Wational Parks and
Wildlife. 1If you know of cne other area with an inexperienced person

i



rasponsible for a country's turtle conservation I couwld
accommodate them at the same time. They neod to make the
approach o me not visa versa.

-

7,

COL LIMPDs




The Agassiz Museum

MUSEUM OF COMPARATIVE ZOOLOGY @

HARVARD UMNIVERSITY
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TEHAZEZREDDH I M

INSTITUTE OF ZOOLOGY
ACADEMIA SINICA

T Zhongguancun Lu, Haitien
Beljing, China

April 5, 1982

Dear Dr, Archie Carr:
I have received your letter of March 17, 1982, Because
wa knmow very little about the members of other countries, I
have no suggestions about the location and the funds for the
meating., I am very zrataful t6 you for your heln and concern
to the ressarch and conservation of the Chinesa sea turtles.
I wizh the arine Turtle Specialist Group every success

in 1its efforts, under your vigorcus leadership,

Jincaraly your,
% 39
G

Huang Chu-chisen
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UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE - DEPARTMENT OF ZOOLOGY

DOWNING STREET - CAMBRIDGE CB2 3E]
TELEPHOMNE 0223 3sg717 =%t 540
Mapsh 26, 1982

Dear Archie,

It was good to hear from you. I think 1% would indsed be wiluable
to Yry and arrengs a meeting on sea-turtlez. Unfortunately I really do
not have access to funds which could support anything at a distznce,
trough hopefully tils will chenge for the better in the near future ;

I am applying for a number of jobs, and expect that somathing will
turn up soon. Personally, I think that a regiomal mesting at the 3ali
Conference would be very useful. Dut agzin, in spite of my having
contributad zeveral things of direct interest to that Conferesnce, =uch
a8 a gensral marine savironmental report on Indonesia, two recent
paperz for IUCH (one on marine 'genetic resourcas',and one specifieally
or 'traditional marini conservation' in Indoneeia), the basic marine
work on the Bali Barat Reserve which will be a show-pisce (if :11 goes
wall) at thz Confersncs (the lanagement Plan, and a descriptive paper
to be publiehed in Biological Conservation), it does not look as though
I will te at ths meeting, I may, however, adgk about thisg 1f T msnage

to visit TUCH (2land) in the early part of ipril. If you can make any

recommendations in that direction , I would be most grateful, I would

nope that being something of & Southeast-Asia marine conservation man,
and having put together the review of Indonesian gga-turtlea, fogethar
with Jjoman, something would be possible in terms of expenses,

T agres with your view that the U.5. would be difficult. ¥hat about
a meeting right hers in Cambridge ? There is, as you know,a great deal
of epecisza-congervation intereszt centrad here i I would think that it
would constitute an excellent wenue for an internationally-ordentad
mesting.

Thank you for consulting me ; I hope that my commea’s may ba of
so0me use. If rou have any spscific questionz at 2 later data, do
please get in touch. Is there any poesibility of your being over hers
in the foreseeable future ? If 20, and you have the time, it would be
good to meet up.

Youra sincerely,

AV

il
Or N.¥V.0. Polunin
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UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAINESVILLE, 32611

DEFARTMENT OF Z00LOGY
22 BARTRAM HALL
EE TR

May 21, 1982

Dr. Jagues Berney
Executive Secretary
CITES

c/o ILUCN

Avenue du Mont-Blanc
CH-1196 Gland
Switzerland

Dear Dr. Berney:

In belated response to your note of 16 April I can only say that my
personal view of the Surinam and the French petitions for down-listing
Chelonig in their areas remains as expressed in my previous letters to you
on this subject. Both proposals have been carefully planned, with due
attention given to the diverse aspects of the undertakings. But the aim
of both sets of aspirant turtle farmers is to develop international commerce,
They want to be allowed to keep alive and extend demand and markets for turtle
products, and they propose to do this before any mechanism for controlling the
illegal exploitation and smuggling of wild populations has been perfected, The
very existence of CITES recognizes this fundamental and troublesome relationship

between farming an endangered animal and providing security for the natural
species,

In the case of crocodilians, a classic precedent often cited as justifi-
cation for regional delisting, the markets were already so extensive, so
intrenched, and so vigorously defended by powerful entrepreneurs that all
efforts to kill international traffic in crocodilian products died out. With
the green turtle, however, no such avid, widespread demand has ever existed.
But there is unlimited latent, potential demand; and the farmers will, quite
naturally, cultivate this carefully. As markets grow, pressure on wild turtles
grows with them. and the survival outlook of the species declines.

That 15 my chief objection to farming the green turtle - and thus, to
down-1isting it. And as CITES grants down-listing petitions, in response to
recurrent parochial farming aspirations all around the range of the genus,
other attendant abuses of the wild stocks are sure to multiply.

I am therefore, personally, opposed to delisting either the Surinam or the
French island population. I should emphasize that this opinion 1s my own, and
not necessarily the consensus nf the Marine Turtle Group.

Sincerely yours,

grch"le Ear‘r‘ﬂn’k

Chairman, Marine Turtle Specialist Group,
cc: G. Lucas, W. King, G. Balazs IUCH

EQUAL EMPLOYMENT DFPONTURTY (AFFINMATIVE ACTION BMPLOYER
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"THE YOICE OF CONSERVATION"

April 26, 1982

:fﬁ Dr. Gecrge Balazs
Hawall Institute of Marine Biology
F. ‘0. Box 1346
Coconut Island
Kaneche, Hawaii 9&7T44

Dear George:

Many thanks for yvour letter.

The guestion of the status of the leatherback turtle iz one
of those tricky ones. On strictly biological grounds, I doen't
think it meets the official IUCH criteria for "endangered” for
the following reasons:

i) Tt has world—wide distribution.

11} Tts habitat iz essentially intact - or at least it 1s not

known to be disadvantaged or displaced by habitat alterations

either at sea or on the nesting beaches.

iii) It geems to number over 100,000 mature female individuals,

with presumably large but totally unknown numbers of males and

Juveniles as well, not a bad population for a giant reptile.

iv}) Although the steadily increasing world population

estimates reflect better knowledge rather than an increasing

world population the fact remains that no decline has been
documented.

There are of courge some arguments in favor of "endangered"
gtatus. These include:

1] Many populations are subject to stress, either from poaching

of animals on the nesting beach by locals or undesirably high

lenvals of egg harvest.

ii} The world population is not as high as that of most other

sea turtle species.

iii) Uniform protection for all sea turtles is probably easier

to enforce than differential protection (though the other side

of the coin is that credibility may be weakened and attention

taken away from species like Kemp'e ridley, that are endangered

Iy any yardatiok] .

iv} Funds for leatherback research and conservation may be less

abundant if the species i3 not considered threatened.

FLORIDA AUDUBON SOCIETY

TP I e Maitland, Florida 32751
1101 Rudubon Way  (305) 647-2815



Page Two

v) Like many species, the leatherback may only be 'safe’

as long as it is listed as "endangersd".

vi} Complete protecticon for the minor nesting colondes, an
obvious desideratum, may be harder to achieve if cne can no
longer point out to the governments of countries such as the
Dominican Republic, Trinidad, Papua New Gulnea, etc. that the
epecies is endangered on a world-wide bhasis.

Fegarding the guestion of who should hold the ultimate
authority to make decisions regarding appropriate category
(endangered, threatened, or whatever), obviously the technical
input for this comes from the Specialist Group. However, if the
group is not unanimous, some kind of refereeing at the administrative
level iz necesgary. Also, I support scme IUCH administrative role
in establishing categaories even when the Specialist Group is in
agreement just to make sure that the diferent groups are utilizing
an approximately similar concept of what constitutes endangered,
threatened, etc. Otherwise, there could be "conservative® groups
using "threatened" even for very rare, disappearing specieg, and
others using "endangered™ routinely for any taxon for which they
felt any concern.

Obviously, the real object of the exercise is to save species,
not to adjudge categories just for their own sake. The guestion
then should be — what category best servez the conservation of
gea turtles generally? I doubt If the leatherback iz likely to
suffer particularly if it is dowmgraded, since there is negligible
international trade in the species, and it is distinctiwve encugh
even at product or biochemical levels to be eaasy to distinguish
from other ges turtles when in trade. Egg poachers (legal or
otherwise) are likely to pay little attention to formal status as
dictated by IUCH. The species needs local good management (especially
in Mexico and Malaysia), which does reguire a conservative manage-
ment scheme combined with close population monitoring so that
prowpt action can be taken if a progressive degline becomes apparent,

Pergonally I would prefer that the species be listed ag "orotected®
and that we were not obliged to make difficult judgements that
result In thrusting together hundreds or thousands of totally
dissimilar species, that range from overly abundant world-wide
species to probably extinct forms, under the single heading of

"endangered" .

I commend Groombridge for ralsing the question of the status
of the leatherback. In compiling the Red Data Book account for thie
specles, he was clearly confronted with the question, and he
prﬂce?ﬂed to seek advige on answering it.

Eincérrqfli' yours,

Patgr C.H. Pritchard, Ph,D.
Vice President = Science and Regeareh
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o i
cc: A,
Erian Groombridge

Perran Ross
H. Mrosowvsky

P.5. Glad you liked the sea turtle poster. I support your choices
for a site for a Turtle Group Meeting. Malaysia may be an even
higher priority than hustralia, .®ince sction is needed at both
the Talang Islands and the Trengganu nesting grounds to reduce the
egg harvest significantly, and a meeting locally may be a good

way of focussing the necessary attention and preasure.



= UNIOHN INTERMNATIONALE POUR LA COMSERVATION DE L& MATURE ET DE 5E5 RESSOURCES
INTERMATIONAL UMNION FOR COMEERVATION OF MATURE AND MATURAL RESOLRCES

COMMISEION DE LA SAUVEGARDE DES ESPECES - SPECIES SURVIVAL COMMISSION

Dr. Karen A. Bjorndal

Chairman

IDCH/SSC Marine Turtle Group
Caribbean Conservation Corporation
Dept of Zoology

University of Florida

Gailnesville, Florida 32611

UHITED STATES OF AMERICA

Dear Karen,

At a recent meeting betwesn staff members of IOCH, CITEE and WWF
International, it was decided that a new IUCH position statement was needed
with respect to the ranching and commercial uwtilisation of sea turtles. The
Statement would be presented at the next meeting of the CITES Partiesg in
Ottawa in July 1987, and would have an important influence on future decisions
by CITES Parties on sea turtle management.

The last position statement on this subject was approved by the 55th gession
of the IDCH Council in May 1975. I attach a cop¥. I have no doubt that the
Marine Turtle Specialist Group will want to work on a new version and this
letter serves as a formal invitation to produce the first draft of such a
document .

1o avoid any misunderstanding, I am outlining in detail the Procedure
involved. We would like the Marine Turtle Specialist Group to produce the
firgt draft of the document by the end of this year (31 Decembar). This would
then be reviewed by the Species Survival Commission and if changes or
clarification are required, these would then be communicated back to the MTSGE.
Once the Commission has endorsed the document, it would be submitted to the
IUCHN Council, which meets in May 1987 for ratification.

There are a few points which you will need to consider.



Dr. Karen A, Bjorndal L TS

1. BAll IUCN position statements must concord with the World Conservation
Stratagy (copy attached). The WeS encourages the gsustainable utilisation
of species (commercially or otherwise) as being one of the most effactive
ways of achieving long-lasting conservation. In other words, there iz
nothing per se wrong with utilisatien of turtles, providing that it is at
a sustainable level. For this exercice you should, therafore, avoid
taking a stance of "no utilisation" in principle. Rather youn should
consider the scientific facts to assess what sorts and levels of
utilisation are sustainable, and what are not, Pregumably, this would
vary from species to species and population to population. You should
also consider the likely impact of ranching on utilisation. Will it malka
utilisation more or less sustainable? T suppose this might alao vary with
species and population. The wse of ranching for spacies recovery is
another issue., Would it have such a role with Femp's Ridley? This is a
very complex subject and I am sure that you do not nead me to point out
all the implications. I just give you these ideas te start the discussion.

2. The definition of ranching which ¥ou should wse is the zame as that
employed in the 1975 position statament izes preamble Mo 5},

I realise that this will imvalve the MT5G, and vou in particular as Chairman ,
in a great deal of work. However, I know that yvou will see it as an important
task that needs to be done. How you decide to Pat the document together is of
course your dacision as Chairman of the MTSG. I wish you the wvery best in
this endeavour, and please do nat heaitate to contact me should you have any

quastions.
Vi eincaraly,
%JF(HEQ__
Fatricia Chable
Acting Executive OFficer
Spacies Sarvival Commission
Encl.

o2, G. Lucas
5. Btuart



INTECTATIONAL UNION FOR CCHUSIRVATLON OF HATURE AND HMATUDAL RESOURCES

PRINCITLES ATD RECOREIENDATIONIS

CONCERNING THE CGZIENCIAL UTILISATICH OF MARINE TULTLES ##%

Preambla

l. Tihese Principles and Recommondations concerning the commercial
tirlization of marina turtles have been approved by the Executive
Coavd of JUCH. They are based on proposals made by an ad hoc
Tasl: Force set up to reviecw the exploitation of marine turtles
and their products, as endorsed by the IUCE Survival Service
Cotmission.

2. They have been preparzd with special reference to the green
turtles (Chelonia} but apply equally to the six octher species
ol Darine turtles. DBecause the majority of the distinet popula-
tions of maripe turtles are exutinet, threatened oz capidly
declining, all species of marine turtles are considered to be in
danger .

2. The reasons for the extinction and decline of populactions of
these species include parcicularly expleitation for oeat, hides,
erps and other products (including souvenirs), macsive killing
ol turtles in the trewl nets of fishing flects as well as in-
creasing habitat destruction and disturbance.

4. The situvation has become even more critical with the expansion
of international commercial trade in sea turtles and their
products,

5. There is a distinetion Letween turtle farming and turtle ranching:
a turtle farm impliez that the unit is completely independent of
viid stocks; a turtle ranch is a unit dependent on wild popula-
tions for eggs or turtles with the animals kepy: in varying de-
greas of captivity.

Principlos and Recommendations

6. As regards travling, uwrgent action should be taken to encourage
the use of nets designed to minimize undesirable catches of
tuitles, and research into this question should be pgiven funding
priocrity.

7. As repards souvenirs, the taking and preparing of turtles and
turtle products for the mein purpose of souvenirs should be
stropgly discouraged.

Wk Approved by
535th Session of Executive Board,
1,2,3 May 1975



[ s —egards primary exploitation (meat, hides, epgs), where it
can be demonstrated that local turtle populations can tolerate
exploitation, this should be done only by peoples traditionally
dependent on such populations with methods ensuring minimal
waste and for local utilization (but then only if such peoples
desire or need to continue this exploitation).

The diversion of wild sea turtle resources from traditional use
by local people, or the expansion of that usz, to satisfy or
gntend the demands of internaticnal commerce, is condemmed.

LY

10. Thes mass transfer of turtles or turtle eggs Ivom one region to
another in order te sustain turtle farming or turtle ranching
projects 1s unacceptable Lecause of the possible zemetic conse-
gucnces as well as the likelihood of depleting local stocks.

1l. Im recognition of the deteriovating energy and [ood resources
or the world, it is advocated that wherever possible any turtle
culture be maintained at the lowest applicable trophic level.®

12. Tavming objectives which lead to the expansion of existing
marlets resulting possibly in an increased exploitation of wild
turtles are unacceptable. However, it would be consistent with
the foregoing principles to accept turtle farming whose products
will replace wild turtle ptoducts in existing tvaditional mar-
kotc, The acceptability of any farm should be demonstrated by
sultably designed and independently evaluated tests and data.
Horoover, those ranching endeavours satisfyinpg the above condi-
tions and which can be shown not to harm wild turtle populations
arc also acceptable.

13. Tupds showld be provided for the preparation of informative
pacphlets to promote the application of the foregoiny principles
and immediate measuves should be taken to ensuve the esarly im-
pleoentation of such action as is necessary to conserve the
wmarine turtle resource in accordance with these principles.

“All organisms are clasgified as producers, primary concumers (herbi-
vores), sccondary consumers (carnivores), or decomposers according
to the place thay occupy in the food chain of an ecosystem. This
placement 1s termed "trophic level". Therefore, herbivorous species
ghould subsist on a diet based on plant protein and carnivorous
specics, animal protein.
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DEPARTMENT OF Z0OLOGY

UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAINESVILLE, 32611

) BARTHAM HALL

BN 28 July 1983

To: Members of the Marine Turtle Specialist Group

From: Karen Bjorndal

Regarding: Description of the statu$ of sea turtle populations

During the meeting of the Marine Turtle Specialist Group held at
Tortuguaro, Costa Rica, on 24-25 July, Peter Pritchard suggested a new
system for describing the status of sea turtle populations. The Group
agreed that our present one-word description of the status of sach species
Is not sufficient. A subcommittee was appointed (George Hughes, Colin
Limpus, Peter Pritchard and myself) to review Peter's suggested system.
The resulting, slightly modifiad mathod is attached.

Each spacles, where appropriate, will be divided into geographic
populations, and each population will be coded according to its past
trend, present status and current trend. For example, a population

that is judged to be extremely depleted, decreasing and endangared would
be coded as 3DE.

We are circulating this new plan for population status assassmentito
all Group members. We would 1ike to hear from all of you whether or not
this system is acceptable to you, or If you have any suggestions., The
assignment of status categories to sea turtle populations is an Important

responsibiiTty of the Speclalist Group. Please let me hear from you by
30 September 1983,

When we have determined the method we will use, we will be weiting to
you again for your input on how the populations should be divided and what
status we should assign to each. Thank you for your help.

ECrdAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORATUMNITY 'AFRAMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER



PAST TREMD & PRESENT

RED DATA BODK

FOPULAT [OH STATUS CURRENT TREND CATEGORY
Geographlically At Carrying Capacity/ Increasing Rapidly=--A Extinct ==Ex
def ined No Evidence of Decline--1
i Increasing --B | Endangered ~=-E
Somewhat Depleted --2 !
Stable ==L Vulnerable ==V
Extramely Depleted -=3
Decreasing =-=0 Rare =-=R

Extremely Dapleted,
Critlcal ==l

Possibly Extinct/
Absent ity

Decreasing Rapidly--E

Mo Data Avallable ==F

Indeterminate==1|
Out of Danger--0

Insufficiently
Known ==K




38, :
| /4«3,#&'3 [
e o

4 ﬂzﬁza , ?/M; ﬂq@ % [

| % L e, .i'“_'-'.“t:"
Wj”/iwj% %’”ﬁ Al l
% /ﬁ%Jﬁ ‘“’f%

1 = poloce /

- f %@%ﬁ

\ o £ -"' -
/é? ‘?a/ 7 g4 7 / J
v .

e
.
A g,

%




Lo R TER A



UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON
SEATTLE, WASHINGTOM 98195

Collepr of Forest Rerogrcer, AR=10

March 13, 1985

Dr. Karen Bjorndal
Caribbean Conservation Corp.
Dept. of Zoolopy

University of Florida
Gainesville, Florida 32611

Dear Colleague:

As a member of the Deer Specifalist Group.I am impressed by the possibilicies
for strengthening field Invescigations of free-living populations by the
application of information obtained from captive individuals in zoos, etc.
and from museum specimens. Such pogsibilities are not, of course, confined
to deer, Currently, for example, we are gleaning basic data on the snow
leopard in captivity to apply to a forthcoming field survey in India.

Wow, I would like to ask your help in a survev of the various Specialist
Groups, to discover, whether, within your Group, there is any systematic

program of obtaining information from captives and/or museum specimens that
can improve the efficiency of field investigacions.

It may well be that with a general recognition of the utility of such a field=-
zoo=museum connection the actual functioning of such connections could be
éncouraged and facilitated., We could go much further im this direction, I
believe, to the ultimate benefit of field studies and progress in the conservation
of endangered species. Therefore, I look forward te your comments.

EinﬁarEly ynu{ﬂ;
KELAJqufﬂ::?QLéL{;
Richard D. Taber

Professor
Forest Zoology

BDT/em



UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAINESVILLE, 32611

DEFARTMENT OF 200LOGY 1% March 1985

T30 BARTRAM HALL
S0a-3807. 1107

Dr. Richard D. Taber

College of Forest Resources, AR-10
University of Washington

Seattle, WA 98155

Dear Dr. Taber:

In regards to your letter of 13 March, there is no systematic program
of obtaining information from captives and/or museum specimens that can
improve the efficiency of field investigations of marine turtles being
conducted in our spacialist group. In general, museum collections of sea
turtles are poor because few curators are willing to spare the necessary
space,and transporting specimens of adults is difficult. Collections are
usually limited to hatchlings and adult skulls. The animals in zoos and
aquaria are of only limited usefulpnegs. They are almost always maintained
on a diet very different from their natural ones; age and place of origin
are usually not known; and the numbers in any one area are usuelly small.

1 am aware of only two agquaria (in Miami and Homolulu) where a nesting beach

iz provided so that the captive turtles cam reproduce. GCeocrge Balazs, a very
active member of our group, has worked with the turtles at the Honolulu aguarium.
His address is: MNational Marine Fisheries Service, P.0. Box 3830, Honolulu,

HI  96812.

There is a turtle farm on Cayman Islands where large numbers of green
turtles are raised for their meat and shell. They also house a small popula-
tion of Kemp's ridleys (by far the most endangered species of sea turtle) that
may become a captive breeding population. Our group is strongly divided on
whether turtle farming can make a positive contribution to sea turtle conser-
vation. Although a fair smount of research has been conducted at the farm,
none 0f our members Is engaged in any projects there as far as I knew.

Aside from George Balazs, I believe that I am the only member of the
marine turtle group conducting research using captive animals. I have a
research area on the northern coast of Great Inagua, Bahamas. A tidal bay
about 7 square miles in area, which was naturally a favorite feeding area of
green turtles in the region, was impounded about 20 years ago. It contains
at least 200 green turtles and several hawksbills. I conducted my disserta-
tion research there on the nutrition and grazing behavior of green turtles,

I now have a long term growth study underway and a project to test wvarious
tag types. The turtles feed on geagrass beds in the bay, their natural diet,
and & nesting beach is available. I vigit the area once a year.

I'm sorry not to be of more help. If I can assist in any way, please
let me know.

Sincerely,

Eirree %ﬁr‘f—-ﬂ{ﬁ{d]/

Karen Bjorndal
Chairman, Marine Turtle Specialist Group

EUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPOSTUNITY  AFFRMATIVE ACTION [MPLOYER



Besults of the Heeting

of the Members of the Marine Turtle Specialist Group

Attending the &6th Afnuml Workshop on Sea Turtle Blology & Conservation

Waverly, Georgia 18 March 15986

Seven members of the Speclallist Group were able to attend the

meating: George Balazs, Karen Bjorndal, Archie Carr, Rene Marquez, Jeanne
Martimer, Nicholas Mrosovsky and Larry Ogren. The meeting lasted
approximately two and a half hours.

The following resolutions were discussed, and the members present

agreed that they should be circulated to the Group for approval.

L.

3.

5.

That the commlittee established to revise the Conservation Strategy
for Sea Turtles be comprised of members drawn from the geographic and
ideologlc range represented in our Group,

That the best use of the #20,000 received from Japan would be to fund
a series of small requests. Because these funds can be dispensed
very rapidly, small (less than #1,000), emergency grants can be
funded at the discretion of the Chairman to take advantage of the
quick turn-around time. An example was provided by Rene Margquez who
gald that funde may be needed to provide fuel for vehicles to patrol
& hawksbill beach in Mexleo, if funds are not received from the
Mexican government. |[f such & request is necessary, the funds would
be needed very quickly to ensure the protection of the eggs and
nesting females. All other requests will be circulated for approval
ampong the Group.

That a good use of & portion of the funds would be to print
Certificates of Appreciation from the Specialist Group that we could
distribute to individuals throughout the world who have made
gignificant contributions to the conservationm of sea turtles, as
recomnended by Group members. The Certificates would be in English,
French and Spanish. Rene Marquez proposed the {deai George Balazs
agreed to Investigate the cost of such an undertaking.

That a good use of a portion of the funds may be to provide motor
parts for the patrol vehicles used on Suriname beaches. Apparently,
protection of the beaches is hampered by the lack of a few engine
parts for their patrol vehicles that are otherwise in good condition.
Nicholas Mrosovsky proposed the ideai Karen Bjorndal agreed to pursue
the matter with Erish Mohadin, our nev member from Suriname.

That only a brief request for funds is necessary that includes all
pertinent Information, particularly the expected benefit for the
congervation of sea turtles and the date by which the funds must be
recelved.



T

B.

10.

11.

12.

That a brief statement of the specific mccompllshments achleved must

be submitted to the Chairman, for distribution among members, at the
end of the project.

That a request for proposals be circulated again among Group members.
This statement should be regarded as that request.

That our Group should urge the Mational Marine Fisheries Service of
the U.S. Government to expedite the implementation of regulations
requiring the use of Trawler Efficiency Devices (also known as Turtle
Excluder Devices or TED) by U.S. shrimp trawlers by 1887. This
requirement iz deemed necessary because of the continued decline in
numbers of Kemp's ridleys and because large numbers of ridleys, both
adult end sub-adult; caught in trawls each year. The vote was
unanimous with George Balazs, Rene Harguez and Larry Ogren
abstaining. Jeanne Mortimer volunteered to draft the letter that
will be circulated among Group members for approval.

That our Group should be aware of the serious threat that the
continued presence of the vwreck of the A. Regina on the reef off of
Mona Island, Fuerto Rico, poses to the important foraging and nesting
habitat of hawksbills thers.

That another meeting of the Marine Turtle Specialist Group should be
held in conjunction with the Western Atlantle Turtle Symposium (WATS
11} to be held in Puerto Rico in October 1887. It was agreesd that a
location in Asia would be preferable for our next meeting, but
because of financial constraints, we should take advantage of such
gatherings as WATS [] when possible.

That every effort should be made to find funding for a Group meeting
to be held In Asla. That Group meabers should be canvassed for
possible locations and sources of funding. This statement should be
regarded as such a regquest.

That the Chairman should request Grenm Lucas to send formal letters to
each member a3 hesshe responds to the invitation to be a member of
the Marine Turtle Specialist Group. The letter should state that the
individual is a member of the Group for the given triennium.



UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAINESVILLE, 32611

—

DEFPARTMENT OF ZoOLOGY
I3 MARTRAM HALL
904-392-1 107

Date: 8 May 1986

To: Members of the Marine Turtle Specialist Group

From: Karen Bjorndal

This morning I received the enclosed letter and CITES proposal from
Simon Stuart. This is the first that I have heard of this proposal.
Please note the very short time that we have to respond to this proposal,
I must have our comments to Dr. Stuart by 28 May, so please send your
comments to me as socon as you receive this document. I am concerned that
'la proposal of such importance and magnitude has not been referred to our
“V\['Specialist Group in such a manner that we can offer constructive comments.
"The short time period makes fnput from many of our overseas members
impossible. I am also concerned that there is apparently no opportunity
for our Group to review the final report. The report iz to be sent to
CITES Secretariat, and, at least in the enclosed proposal, they only
undertake to send a copy to the funding agency (which 1s not identified).

I hope to hear from you as soon as possible.

EOUVAL EMPLEYMENT GPPORTUNITY/AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMELSYER









SINCE NINETEEN HUMDRED “THE YOICE OF CONSERYATION"

br. Karen Bjorndal
Dept. of EBoology
Univ. of Florida
Gainesville
Flerida 32611

Mow 11 1986
Dear Karen:

Thanks for your letters. T believe you and I are in agreement as to
the unrealistic paths that WATS seems to be treading. It may be a result
of the gteering committee including only one sca turtle person, and compounded
by an excesszive reliance on computerization of information that is often anecdotal
rather than quantitative, an insistence on using local governmental persocnnel
preferentially, however incompetent or uninterested, in deing the actual surveys,
and an original intention, not of adding to turtle knowledge, but rather of
just bringing governments togetherto talk about something -- it could just
as wall have bean butterflies. Oh well. Keep them off that "guantitative®™
route as best you can, and we'll asee what happens. Do not worry about my
being peeved about not giving the leatherback species synopsis =-- that was
Just a passing irritation. But I do guite sericusly believe that the species
Bynopses, both the written ones and those verbally presanted,; may be the most
important part of the whole WATE effort. Even if they have exactly the same
fisherias officers present at WATE II (which they won't), I am still not coafident
that they would remember what they wers taught at WATE I, and & refresher
course will do no harm at all. The written synopiss may torn out to bea valuable
contributione to turtle Bcience aleo.

Topic 2. I note the regquest from IUCH to reviee the 1975 Tartle Group
etatement on turtle conservation, farming, and ranching. Something csinous
ie happening here. We all are now aware of the japaness govermment's investment
in the study by Groombridge et al., which presumably Japan plans to use as
an cbjective statement that some green turtle and hawksbill populations are
abundant encugh to sllow international trade. This is guite dangercus, even
though I have absolute confidence that Groombridge and his colleagues will
do a superb job and "tell it like it is.* This second step, IUCH/CITES/WWF
agking {or demanding?) that ocur 1975 manifesto be revisged im light of the
WCE and its committment to sustainable uwtilization as a conservation tool,
also raises lots of gquestions. For one, have other groups (e.g. the Rhinocaros
Group) been asked to revise their conservation postures in order to reflasct
this committment to "sustainable utilization?" Or does IUCH feel that sea
turtlas, being more abundant than rhincs, are not really endangered? Although
Pat Chable was falrly epecific in her letter to you, she also seemed to be
working on the assumption that cur position paper was completely "Frotective"
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in phileosophy, urging no utilization. Yet my reading of this document, which
is hardly ambiguous and indeed generally wery well worded, specifically findas
some types of utilization permissible (e.g. paragraphs B and 12), while several
other paragraphs eimply express caveats that still seem guite exemplary.

As you know, I tend to be a "middle of the road"” man on several controveraial
turtle issues, aned am certainly not automatic in my reaponses or abjections
to ranching or farming of turtles, although I do see potential dangers and
I would not invest my personal elim funds in either of these types of endeavours.
But it seems that IUCN wants us to get into a posture of open support for
turtle farming and ranching, as opposed to the qualified tolerance of it,
under certain circumstances, that we so carefully defined in 1975, I find
myself in the same position as George Balazs, carefully re-reading the 1975
document, open-mindedly looking for ways to improve it, and not finding any!
I recommend that we find “"no need for change" in our response to IUCN, but
am certainly willing to listen to anv arguments for a differsnt conclusion.

Pat wae of course correct when she noted that "The use of ranching for
species recovery is a different igsue." In the case of Kemp's ridley, I believe
a captive facility -- ideally, a series of them, equipped with artificial
nesting beaches -- is an essential part of the species recovery plan, and
this is included as a Priority I item in the SE Region Sea Turtle Racovery
Plan (although not a top priority with the Kemp's Ridley working group, a
somewhat shadowy "Club" that has been engineering the annual govermental recovery
actione for Kemp's Ridley, with limited reference to the Recovery Plan).

Topic 3. Tell me more about the Sea Turtle Research Center at the University
of Plorida. All I have heard about this is a letter from David Webb giving
notice of an available post as Rssistant Director. Is Archie the Director?
Doeas he plan to remain se? Is this essentially a single faculty position
as oppoped to an actual center, with appropriate infrastructure? Are staff
positions now filled? Pleaese advise.

Give my best regards to Archie. I recently had an application from david
Carr for funding for land surveys at Tortuguerc in preparation for a possible
purchase by Landon Clay, and I shall be discussing this with Truland next
Wednesday 1in Washington.

Keep up the good work.

g.c. Geo Balazs
Pater C. H. Pritchazrd Ph.D.
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UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAIMESVILLE, FL 32611

DEPARTMENT OF ZOOLOGCY
223 BARTRAM HALL
904/3924107

27 July 1987

To: Members of the Marine Turtle Specialist Group in the Pacific Region

From: Karen Bjorndal, Chairman

Dr. Itaru Uchida and I met during the recent CITES meetings in
Ottawa. Dr. Uchida proposed that we hold a regional meeting of the
Specialist Group in Japan in August 1988. The mayor of the city of Hiwasa
has offered to provide a meeting place and some funding. Hiwasa is famous
for its long-term involvement with and protection of its loggerhead
nesting population. The timing of the meeting was chosen to coincide with
the annual sea turtle festival for which the city is well-known. The
mayor would Tike us to be present for the festival and to devote one
evening to a town meeting with brief presentations and a question-and-
answer session. The people of the area are very interested in sea turtles
and anxious to be more informed.

Qur tentative plan is for the group to meet for three days in Hiwasa
and then travel to Himeji, the site of Dr. Uchida's aquarium, for two
days. Dr. Uchida will open the session with a review of sea turtle
biology and conservation as they relate to Japan. Each participant will
be expected to present a short, informal review of activities in his/her
region. Proposed agenda topics are:

1. 3hared sea turtle resources of the region--with particular emphasis on
Indonesia and the tortoiseshell trade.

2. Incidental catch of sea turtles with a history and update on TEDs.

3. Problems of poaching and its control in the conservation of sea
turtles,

4. Traditional handcrafts using sea turtle products in the Pacific.

Unfortunately, because of the difficulty in obtaining funds for
travel, we have to limit the number of people invited. Our proposed list
of participants is: George Balazs, Karen Bjorndal, 6.5. de Silva, Huang
Chu-chien, Colin Limpus, Rene Marquez, Michael McCoy, Njoman Nuitja, Ismu
suwelo, Siow Kuan Tow, and Itaru Uchida. We will try to obtain funds to
support travel and expenses of all participants. In addition to the funds
offered by the Town Council of Hiwasa, the Japanese Tortoiseshel]
Association is willing to help fund the meeting.

ECRUAL EMPLONMENT CIFPORTUNITYARTIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOVER



Will you please let me know as soon as possible whether you will be
able to attend the meetings. If you will be able to attend, please send
me an estimate of the cost of your airline ticket to Japan and tell me if
you will require funding or whether your agency could pay all or part of
your expenses. Finally, Dr. Uchida and I realize that some members may
feel uncomfortable accepting support from the Japanese Tortoiseshell
Association; please let me know if you would prefer that your axpenses not
be paid by that Association.

IT you have any suggestions for the format or agenda of the meeting,

please let me know. Also, [ would appreciate receiving any ideas you may
have for other sources of funds for the meeting.



WORLD CONFERENCE ON
SEA TURTLE CONSERVATION

November 26-30, 1978 Washington, D.C. 19 August 1987

Dear George:

I am finally sitting down to write you a long, catch-up letter,
sorry to be so siow to respond to your many very helpful and very
appreciated notes, letters and points of information.

I have enclosed a copy of a letter I received from George Hughes. It
is the only response I received from the group after my request for
comments on the balloon problem. This is something I wish I had time to
deal with, but other subjects are higher priority. Do you think we should
proceed with this? If so, how?

Your apparent cycling of numbers of nesting green turtles is
fascinating. One of these days we'll figure out these patterns. Since
these patterns, with variations, seem to occur in all populations, there
must be some common basis. After the series of alternating very high and
very low years that we had at Tortuguero in the late 1970's and early
B0's, we had several years of consistent number, about half way between
the previous high and low points, Then last year we had the biggest year
we had ever had. This year looks as if it is going to be a very low year.
50 we may be re-entering a period of high and low peaks.

Thanks for the Palau stamp information--1'm ordering the sheet,
Also, thanks very much for the turtle stamp from Tokelau. I Toved the
#Aerox you sent me of the entire series--especially the pigs happily
rooting around in the ocean. 1 was going to ask you what you thought they
were doing out there, but then 1 came across the enclosed picture in an
issue of Sea Frontiers when I was cleaning out some of Dr. Carr's files.

Larry has not contacted me about the apparent substantial difference
in hatchling green turtle hind flipper sizes. I have filed your sheets
inte the "To Do at Tortuguero Next Season” file. We should give serious
consideration to trying to collect more taxonomic characters to test for
differences between Tort and Hawaii. These two populations should be so
different, that we should be able to identify any useful characters that
could then be measured for other populations. I know that you once drew
up a joint proposal with Dr. Carr and that you worked on flipper widths
with Anne. Maybe we can come up with a plan requiring low time input on
our parts to start looking at characters. 1 know ask the tagging team at
Tort to weigh and measure 100 turtles at Tortuguero for between season
comparisons. HKwe came up with a few characters to measure or count, I
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could add these to the data recorded by the tagging team. You could do
the same with your workers on French Frigate. If you like, we can discuss
this further at WATS. It would be a good idea to get some input from
taxonomic types, l1ike Peter Pritchard, on good characters to start with.
Remember that in the past I told you I thought Hawaiian female greens had
long talls--that caneﬂne thing to check.

[

Speaking of joint projects, I want to assure you that our joint
Hawaiian green turtle growth/nutrition work is my top priority research
project. [ am so excited about the prospect that I can hardly contain
myself. Unfortunately, the reality of my present life is that even top
priority research desires aren't top on the Tist. With getting the Sea
Turtle Center off the ground, a lot of administrative duties are tying up
all my time. This will change, however! Alan and I have discussed the
project a lot. It 1s clear that the first step would be the analysis of
your growth data on a feeding area by feeding area basis. Could you start
working on gathering all your growth records? You told me before that
organizing the data would take you some time. Then Alan and I could work
on the analysis for a Balazs, Bolten and Bjorndal publication. We can
discuss this also at WATS. We're going to be busy at WATS!

Thanks also for the reprint on algae resistance to digestion. I had
not heard of his work before and will get the references he cites in the
paper you sent me.

We will be discussing the Japan money situation at the WATS meetings.
I doubt that we will be able to help your friends at Oroluk, but keep the
suggestion in mind during our discussion. There have been so many flip-
flops on the Japan money, that I really wish they had never given it to
us. IUCN/SSC has the ability to turn even positive things 1ike money into
a hopeless snare,

I sent the "Bird Bander" note on the Costa Rican turtle incidental
catch to a few Costa Rican turtle people to see what they can do.

I never received any letters from Stockbrands Co. regarding the

poorer quality of tags you reported to them. Please keep me posted about
news g/ titanium tags.

Alan is out in the Sargasso 5ea right now. He'll be there for three
weeks looking for 1ittle turtles and pollutants. He took some of the

smallest monel tags that you had told us about for use on any post-
hatchlings he catches.

Regarding our tag loss project at Union Creek. Biting by other
creatures is a possibility for causing notches in the flesh, but the
tearing out of a tag in this manner would, I think, leave a much more
jagged notch than what we see. Most of the notches have been recorded in
small turtles (around 3 kilos) with softer scales and hide. The 6Bl size
tags--both monel and inconel--slowly migrate down to the trailing edge of
the flipper and then finally break out when the remaining flesh holding
them in is just a narrow strip. This process leaves a very characteristic
scar. As the tag slowly moves, the flesh behind it heals up, leaving a
narrow line scar. When the tag reaches the edge and breaks through the




final strip, that final break does not heal and leaves a shallow notch.
We have recaptured turtles in the various stages of this "tag migration®
and have seen each of the steps I have described to you.

I was also concerned about the differences between your tags and the
NMFS inconel tags. In addition, the first WMFS tags I got were the same
color as yours, a shiny silver; the next batch was gun-metal gray. These
differences from batch to batch make our tag testing very difficult,
because our results can vary significantly from batch to batch. But,
since this variation 15 present in the tags purchased for turtles, it is
part of the real situation we are trying to test. I am beginning to feel
that this poor quality control in tag production is one of our biggest
prablems, and we cannot identify a tag type that is best, but rather that
the better batches of any tag are better than the poor batches of any.
Quality control has been a problem with all tag types and brands. You
have reported problems with titanium. The monel varies among batches in
1ts corrosion resistance., We had one batch of plastic Riese tags from
Dalton that dropped off the turtles in a very short time because of a
faulty joining between the flange and post on the male half of the tag.
Unfortunately, sea turtle taggers do not form a large enough market to be
able to demand the kind of quality control that we require,

This brings me to the subject in.this letter of which I am most
ashamed. My failure to send you my tagging records for yourtags in a
timely fashion., After the number of dunning letters I have written to our
tagging collaborators over the years reguesting tagging records, I have
absolutely no excuse. Please forgive me. The records are attached.

I hope you have been able to make some progress with the channels to
be blasted on Qahu. 1 have not received a response to my letter to Nitta.
I will let you know as soon as [ do.

I have not received many letters in response to my WATS meeting
announcement, I do know that Balazs, Bjorndal, Ehrenfeld, Fretey, Hirth,
Limpus, Marcovaldi, Marquez, Meylan, Mohadin, Mortimer, Mrosovsky, Ogren,
Pritchard, Schulz and lchida will be there (many of these [ have not heard
from directly yet, but they are on the WATS program). WNuitja and Hughes
will not be able to be there.

Mrosovsky wrote that he wanted the award certificates included on the
agenda. Is there any chance of having at least a mock-up available for
the meeting?

Hope all is going well with your work and that you are able to relax
and enjoy it. Alan and [ are working hard on that., We should compare
progress notes. If you develop any particularly useful techniques, let us
know.

Keep well,

Farert



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERGE

National Gceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE

Southwest Fisheries Center Honolulu Laboratory

2570 Dole St. ¢« Honolulu, Hawaii BEB22-2396

August 8, 1988 F/BWC2

Dr, Colin J. Limpus

MNational

Parks and wildlife

Service, Pallarenda
Townsville, Queensland 4810
Bustralia

Dear Cﬂl;

Enclosed
promised

are coples of the photos taken in Japan that I
to send you. Several of them turned out guite

good, and certainly bring back pleasant memories of a
successful symposium. The pace was go incredibly fagt
that only now have I been able to reflect on all that

happened.

On a personal note, it was good to see you again

after a five year interval and hear of your research progress.
I continue to be duly impressed by the scope and magnitude of

what you

are able to accomplish.

In the near future, I will be writing to Karen te make
several important recommendations. Your active support and
endorsement of these ideas are critical to their acceptance,

1

Start planning immediately to convens a meeting of
the Marine Turtle Specialist Group in Australia,
taking advantagaﬂgg our generous offer to be the
host. Late 1988 9%0 might be a reasonable
target date, TL' a1

Assign other "officer" positions within the Group in
addition to our current Deputy Chairman position.
For example, a Second Deputy Chairman would be very
beneficial in helping Karen deal with the numerous
issues confronting her on a monthly basis. I will
be recommending you as the ideal person for this
assignment. Of course, the position of Protocol
Officer has already been filled.

The need to write a formal "thank you" letter to the
Bekko representatives for their hospitality and
(presumably) frank and open discussions. However,
reiteration should be made of the dire need to
reduce pressures on Eretmochelys. Yes, we said it
there, but it needs to be stated again in writing.
Funds for research can't be used to justify conti-
nuation of the current level of take while waiting
a decade or more for the results of that research,
The enclosed article on Japan's "unigue” cultural
viewpoint appeared in this past Sunday's newspaper.
We all might have benefited from reading this
information prier to the symposium.




When your time permits, I would be interested to learn how
the rest of your Japan visit turned out.

Best regards.
Sinceraly,

George H. Balazs
Zoologist

Frnelosure
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CURRENT MEMBERS

Or. Karen A. Bjorndal, Chairman

Mr. George Balazs

Mr. Satish Bhaskar

Or. Leo D. Brongersma
Dr. Huang Chu-chien

Mr. Keith Corbett

Dr. David Ehrenfeld

Dr. Jacques Fretey

Ms, Chan Eng Heng

Or. Harold F. Hirth

Dr. George R, Hughes
r. Mario Hurtado

Mrs. Aban Marker Kabraji
Dr. Colin J. Limpus
Dimitris Margaritoulis
Dr. Rene Marquez M.

Mr. Guy Guagni dei Marcovaldi
Joal Mayal

Mr. Mike A. McCoy

Or. Anne Meylan

Dr. Jeff Miller

Mr. Krish Mohadin

Dr. Edward 0. Moll

Dr. Jeanne Mortimer

Or. Nicholas Mrosovsky
Mr. Njoman Sumertha Nuitja
Mr. Larry Ogren

Or. John Parmenter

Dr. Peter Pritchard

Dr. J. Perran Ross

Dr. Joop P. Schulz

Dr. E. G, Silas

Mr. G. 5. de Silva

Dr. Ismu Sutanto Suwelo
Mr. 5fow Kuan Tow

Dr. Itaru Uchida

L~
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PROPOSED ADDITIONAL MEMBERS

56
USA & CANADA

Dr. Tundi Agardy

Ms. Susan Basford
Mr. Michael Bean

Ms. Rebecca Bell

Mr. Frederick Berry
Dr. Alan Bolten

Mr, Robert Brandner
Patrick Burchfield
Dr. Richard Byles
Mr. Jeff Canin

Steve Cornelius

Dr. Debbie Crouse
Dr. kKenneth Dodd

Ms. Marydele Donnelly
Dr. Scott Eckert

Dr. Karen Eckert

Dr. Llewellyn M. Ehrhart
Dr. Thomas Eley

Ms. Sheryan Epperly
Dr. Mat Frazer

Ms. Deborah Fuller
Dr. John Hendrickson
Or. Terry Henwood
Henry H. Hildebrand
Ms. Sally Hopkins-Murphy
Mr. Alan Huff

Dr. Elliott Jacobson
Mr. Bruce Jaildagian
Ms. Jan Johnson

Dr. F. Wayne King
Dr. Molly Lutcavage
Dr. Peter Lutz

Mr. Roderick Mast
Or. Peter Meylan

Or. Don Mall

Mr. Tom Murphy

bDr. John Musick

Mr. Charles Qravetz
Or. David Owens

Mr. Earl Possardt

Dr. Anders Rhodin
Dr. James Richardson
Ms. Carol Ruckdeschel
M=. Barbara Schroeder
Ms. Donna Shaver

Dr. Robert Shipp

Dr. Robert Shoop

Dr. James Spotila

br.
Mr.
Or.
Dr.
Dr.
Mr.
Dir.
Dr.

Ed Standora
Michael MWeber

W. David Webster
Thane Wibbels
Richard Wolke
Jack Woody
Jeanette Wyneken
George Zug
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MEXICO & CENTRAL AMERICA MEDITERRANEAN

Dr. Rafael A. Acuna M, Andreas Demetropoulos
dJavier Alvarado Remzi Geldiay

Ms. Anny Chaves

Gustavo Cruz

Dr. Jack Frazier AFRICA
Ms., Reyna Gil
Mr. Argelis Guevara R. Dr. Bernard Bonnet

Ms. Maria Teresa Koberg
Or. Douglas Robinson

Dr. Georgita Ruiz MID-EAST
Dr. Razi Dmi'el
SOUTH AMERICA Igal Sella
Or. Federico Achaval
Ms. Maria Angela Marcovaldi ASTA
Ms. Glenda Medina
Henri A. Reichart Dr, A, C. Alcala

Indraneil Das
Ms. Fehmida Firdous

CARIBBEAN Chandra Sekhar Kar
Charles Leh

Mr. Ralf Boulon Mr. Tom Milliken

Dr. James Burnett-Herkes Or. P. Mohanty-Hejamdi

Gilberte Cintron T. 5. N. Murtry

Mr. Colin Higgs Boonlert Phasuk

Dr. Julia Horrocks Or. M. V. Subba Rao

Ms. Rhema Kerr R. J. Rao

Mr. Jose Ottenwalder 5. M. A. Rashid

Dr. Fern Wood Hiroyuki Suganuma

Dr. James Wood Hideomi Tokunaga

Romulus Whitaker
Wang Xiao Yan

EUROPE
Prof. Roberto Argano AUSTRALIA, NEW GUINEA, AND SOUTH
br. Jean Lescure FACTFIC TSLARDS

Jacques Maigret
Ms. Helen Martins Br. R.I.T. Prince
Ms. C. Sylvia Spring
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CORRESPONDENTS

Ms, Carale Allen
Cleve Booker

Merry Camhi

Ray Carthy

Ms, Babbie Connett
Mr. Steve Connett
Lynn Corliss
Carlos Diaz

DMna Dickerson

Mr. John Fuller
Kathy Hall

Kazuo Horikoshi
Michael Horton

Mr. Milton Kaufmann
John Keinath
Cynthia Lagueux
Mr. Michael Lightbourn
Ms. I1la Loetscher
Mr. Chris Luginbuhl
Mr. Erik Martin

Ms. Deborah Mundell
Pam Plotkin

Ms. Jane Provancha
Mr. Paul Raymond
Ms. Morine Rouse
Erich Stabinau
Charles Tambiah

Mr. Robert Truland
Tony Tucker

Ms. Jeanne Wershoven
Mr. Bob Wershoven
Dr. Ross Wilcox
Blair Witherington




January 30, 19389

Ms. dnne Mayo

Special Assistant to the Chairman'
IUCN Species Survival Commission
Royal Botanic Garden, Kew, Richmond
Zurrey, England TW9 3AE

Dear Anne:

I am happy to report that the special project to make award
caertificates for the Marine Turtle Specialist. Group has now

been accomplished. Three of the certificates have been enclosed
for you inspection and files. I was able to have 1000 of these
produced with the US3200 designated for this project and previously
advanced to me. The actual cost, covering layout, special feil
printing, shipping, and embosser came to about %$206., but I am
pleased to absorb this small overbudget amount.

The exact method that will be used to distribute the certificates
to our three dozen members worldwide will be determined by

Karen Bjorndal. I will be seeing her in person at a meeting in
Florida during early March. I have already agreed to handle,at

no expense to 55C,the mailing of certificates to the membership.

Thank you for yﬁurhElEith this project which can potentially go
a long VRYS toward promoting the conservation of sea turtles by
fnrmalfr cognition of those working on the turtles' behalf.

Mailing Address: -
National Marine Fisheries Service

2570 Dole Street :
Honolulu, Hawaii USA 96B22-2396

cc Dr. Karen Bjorndal, Chairman, Marine Turtle Specialist Group
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Augasc 23, 1988 FP/8WC2:GHB

Ms. Anna Mayo
Special Assistant to the Chairman
Bpacies Survival Commission
Royal Boctanic Gacdan

: Kew, Richmond

; Sucrray, Bagland TW9 3AB

Deaic Anna,

I am writing to respecciully request an advance payment of
i 9200 esarmarked for custow-made "award certificates™ that was
' formally approved Dy our Marine Turtle Specialist Group. Dr.
Razen Bjorndal, our Group chairman, suggested th3t I wiite
direcctly to you about chis subject, I volunteered to undertake
Enis projecc some Cime ago, Dut only now have reached a point
Wwiere the princing is ready to be done. My personal finances 4o
not allow me che luxury of ll.ll.uﬂ the advance payment ceguiced
by che princer. All recelpts will, of course, be subamitted co
¥ou wien the work is compieted, I underscand from Karen chab
this money is to cone from the "Chairman's Special Accouat for
Bea Turtles."

v oy

e

The check for $200 should be made out in my name only, without
ceaferance Eo the Hational Harine Flsoerieas Service. The award

certificace project is Lor the Specialist Group alone, and is
not in anyway tied Lo thls ageacy.

P gy i

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincarely,

George H. Balaza
Igologisc

¢y Dr. Karen Bjorndal




UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
ARCHIE CARR CENTER FOR SEA TURTLE RESEARCH
BARTRAM HALL
GAINESVILLE, FL 32611

TELEFHOME 904 3925104
FAX S04 F2-9166

To:  Members and Correspondents of the ITUCN Marine Turtle Specialist Group (MTSG)
From: Karen Bjorndal, Chairman
Date: October 1990

I 'would like to take this opportunity to welcome all new members and correspondents of the Marine
Turtle Specialist Group. The Group now has 170 members and correspondents from 43 countries.
Many of you have asked what your new responsibilities will involve. The purpose of the Group is
primarily an advisory ome. If questions arise concerning sea turtles anywhere in the world,
individuals at IUCN and S5C turn to us for advice on the best course of action,

However, our Group does not merely wait until questions arise. We are also involved in charting
the course of conservation activities for sea turtles throughout the world through the development
of a Marine Turtle Action Plan. I want to stress that any Action Plan we develop will not be a final,
finished strategy. Rather, of necessity, the Action Plan will be a dynamic document that will be
revised as we learn more about turtles as projects are accomplished. Not all problems can or will
be addressed in our Action Plan. But if we wait until we can develop the perfect Action Plan, we
will never develop one.

Through discussions with other IUCN/SSC Specialist Goups that have completed action plans, other
members of the MTSG as well as IUCN/SSC officials, we have developed a format for the Marine
Turtle Action Plan. We will follow a protocol that will allow for easy indexing and cross
referencing by geographic region, species of turtle, type of project, and budget level. This will
facilitate matching specific project proposals with appropriate funding sources. Keep in mind that
the key to acceptance of the document by potential funding authorities will be the inclusion of
projects with specific and realistic goals. We have included a page from the Action Plan for
Tortoises and Freshwater Turtles as an example,

As T have said, the Action Plan will not address every sea turtle problem. However, we want to
include the most pressing problems and to prioritize projects within the Plan. Although 1 believe that
anything we learn about turtles, no matter how esoteric, can eventually help conserve turtles, some
projects clearly have greater immediate application. We ask that you develop action projects with

clear conservation goals, whether for education, surveys, trade monitoring, management, or research.
We Tigpe to have all regions of the world represented. Please submit as many good projects as you

gan develop. Describe projects that you are interested in conducting as well as those projects that
you think should be done, although you would not be ahle migmm yourself, Please try to
recommend a contact person for those projects that you would not conduct.

EQUWAL EMPLOYMENT OPPOATLUNITY. AFFIRMATHVE ACTION EMPLOYER



We plan to use the Sea Turtle Conservation Strategy adopted at the World Congress on Sea Turtle
Conservation (Washington, D.C., 1979) as the philosophical foundation for the Action Plan. The
Straregy is published at the end of the book Biology and Conservarion of Sea Turtles (Smithsonian
Institution Press, Washington, D.C., 1982) and was widely distributed after the World Congress.
Many of the projects listed in the Strategy have been completed, some actions no longer apply, and
some projects Stll need to be undertaken. In the decads following the World Congress, other areas
of conservation interest and concern have arisen. If any of you have comments on the content of

the Strategy, please send them to me. Copies of the Strategy are enclosed for those MTSG members
outside North America,

After the Action Plan is completed, we will have a strong, integrated document with which we can
pursue funding for the projects. If you have ideas for potential funding sources, either for specific
projects or for general support, please send the information to me. We are prepared to aggressively
pursue funding. There is really no point in developing an Action Plan unless financial support is
sought to ensure that the projects are accomplished.

Dr. Alan Bolten has agreed to serve as the compiler of the Action Plan. The personnel and facilities
of the Archie Carr Center for Sea Turtle Research will be available to assist in the compilation. We
look forward to hearing from you.

Please submit projects as soon as possible (deadline is 15 January 1991) so the Action Plan can be
developed in a timely fashion. Unfortunately, unless additional funds are forthcoming, the Marine
Turtle Action Plan will only be produced in English, as are the other IUCN Action Plans. We have
limited capacity to translate projects submitted in other languages into English. We will appreciate
your efforts to submit your project descriptions in English.

Please feel free w send any comments or questions you may have to either Alan or to me. If your
address, telephone number, FAX number, or telex number should change, please let me know so
that we can communicate most efficiently.

Dr. Karen A. Bjorndal, Director

Archie Carr Center for Sea Turtle Research
Bartram Hall

University of Florida

Gainesville, FL. 32611

USA

Telephone: (904) 392 5194
FAX: (504) 392 9166



MARINE TURTLE ACTION PLAN FROJECT PROPOSAL FORM

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION IS 15 JANUARY 1991

FROJECT TITLE (Choose a clear, concise title):

REGION (Specify the country, countries or geographic region where the project will be conducted):

SPECIES (Circle as many as are appropriate):

Cc  Careita caretta Ca  Chelonia agassizi

Cm  Chelonia mydas De Dermochelys corincea
Ei Eretmochelys imbricata Lk  Lepidochelys kempi
Lo Lepidochelys olivacea Nd Natator depressus

BUDGET (Please provide an estimate of the total project budget in US dollars. Specific budget items are not
required at this tme):

JUSTIFICATION (The justification should be on separate pages and should be less than 500 words. This
Mﬂhammmﬂummmmﬂmﬁnn.ﬂumadfwmm
and the methods to be used. Give some indication of the time necessary to complete the
project. Please be concise and precise):

FERSON SUBMITTING PROJECT PROPOSAL:
Name:
Address:
Telephone: FAX: Telex:

CONTACT PERSON  (The person who should be contacted for further information if different from the person
submitting the proposal. This may or may not be the person who would undertake the
project):

Name:

Address:

Telephone: FAX: Telex:

If you have any questions, please contact us. Projects should be submitted to:

Dr. Alan B. Bolten

Archie Carr Center for Sea Turile Research
Bartram Hall

University of Florida

Gainesville, FL. 32611 TUSA

Telephone: (904) 392-5194 FAX: (W) 392-9166
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majority of recent visitors have failed to find this wrtle, the
habitat of which is only accessible during clear-water episodes
{dry zeason).

Contact person: Robert Parmenter
Budget: 1.5, 53,000

Population monitoring and breeding research
for the Western swamp turtle, Psendemydura
umbrina

The Western swamp turtle is an unusual species confined to two
nature rezerves on the outskirts of Perth, Western Australia,
where it inhabits ephemeral winier-wet swamps, and spends &-
# months a vear in aestivation. The total population is less than
10} animals and declining; one of the two populations might no
longer exist, and there may be as few as one or two females
remaining in the wild. The only valid hope lies in captive
breeding, but this has proved extremely difficult to date; it is
belicved that the wrtles need strezsed conditions (e.g. long
drought) in order to trigger breeding.

Comtinned monitoring 15 required o understand more fully
the species” specialized and critical breeding cycle, and interna-
tional expertise is needed to help increase the success rate of the
current captive breeding programme at the Conservation and
Land Management Centre in Perth,

Three main aims have i be achieved:

* Inducing the females to pmduce eggs
o Increasing the ferulity rate of the eggs (which was less tham

S0% in 1980, the last scason with reproduction in captvity)
+ Improving the hatching rate, servival, and growdth of jove-

nilzs.

Since the captive breeding and rearing programme will need to
run for several years before animals can be released into the
wild, it is essental that the remaining natural sites are fully
proected and managed to maintain suitable habital.

Contact person: Andrew Burbidge

Captive Breeding advisors: Gerald Kuchling and Walter
Sachsse (through T&FWT Specialist Group Captive Breeding
Sub-committee).

Budget: 11.5. $10,000

6.2 Afrotropical Realm

Pilot programme for the conservation of the
spurred tortoise (Geochelone sulcata) in sub-
Saharan Africa

Geochelone sulcata 5 a widespread but thinly-scattered and
little-known species occurring across the Sahel and sub-Saharan
region from Sencgal w Ethiopia. It is the largest mainland
tortoise in Africa, and an important component of the fauna of
this semi-desertic region, but its current status is uncertain and
it may no longer inhabit z2veral of itz former localibes,

A zmall-scale captive breeding programme has been esomb-
lished at the Mazinga Ranch, Burkina Faso, as part of a wider
programme o evaluate the potential meat production per unit
arca that can be obtined on a sustainable basis, The ultimate
aim of the project, through the cooperation of local people,
povernment authonites, and specialisis is o develop a unified
approach o conservation and rural development in West Af-
g e

Work on Geochelone suleata should be integrated info this
programme and extended to other parts of the species range as
the project develops. [nital status surveys should concentrate
in West Africa in Senegal, Mali and Borkina Faso, and further
cast in Sudan, The potential for a pilot project for the reintno-
duction of tortoises in Sudan, wtilizing stock from the wery
successful captive breeding colony at the Al-Ain Zoo, Abu
Dihabi, should be investigated.

Contact persons; Clark Lungren {Burkina Faso), Jean-Pierms
Pouvrean (Senegal), Mohd. Reza Khan (Abu Dhabi), and
David Stubbs (LK)

Budget: 1.5, 540,000 for initial estsbiishment phases.

Status survey and pilot project for the
conservation of the pancake tortoise
{(Malacochersus tornieri) in Kenya and
Tanzania

This unosual tortoise of rocky hills and outerops i arid thom
bush and savanna is scattered in isolated localities in southem
Kenyva (Kitwi District) and northern Tanzania (Dodoma Dis-
trict). Few population data exist, but there was formerly heavy
pet trade exploitation in Kenya, and there has recenty been
renewead heavy export from Tanzania. Many sites are vulner-
able because of their proximity to dense human populations and
trade cenires,

Recent reports from Roger Wood in Kenya indicate that
stable, undisturbed populations still remain. Detailed stams
surveys need to be conducted between May and August in main
arcas where populations are known and within existing wildlife
reserves, This study is part of the priority programme of
Operation Toripise, the global review of wonoise stams. Field
staff will be supplemented by visiting specialists, Immediate
goals are w0 locate as many existing populations as possible and
determine their viability. Funher, long-term conservation
effiort will be direcied wwards the purchase and management of
smiall reserve areas; potential sites also have high botanical
importance. Resulis of numerous captive breeding exercizes
need 1o be hamessed, and the Tanzanian authorities should be
encouraged to implement CTTES obligations fior this species
{i.e., to control and monitor trade levels through export li-
CEMSEs),

Contact persons: Don Moll, Tom Langton, and J. Hebrard
Budget: U.S. $30,000



Conservation programme for the Coahuilan
box turtle {Terrapene coahuila)

This aquatic box turtle iz restricted w the specialized marzhy
habitats of the intermontane desert basin of Cuamo Cicnegas,
Coahuila State, northern Mexico, The species is threatened by
habitat modificatson, particularly irrigation schemes, and by
virtue of its extremely limited range and habitat requirements,
Captive breeding at the Glodys Parler Zoo {Browmsville, Texas)
has been very successful.

Conservation priorities are to secure protected status for the
turile’s remaining natural habitat and to devise a long-term
management strategy 1o prevenl inappropriate drainage schemes.
This should be preceded by an up-to-date status review. Leg-
izlation already prohibits collecting.

Benefits for other species: there are three other freshwater
turtle taxa occurring in the Cuatro Clenegas basin: Trachkermys
scripta waylori, Apalore spinifera ater , and A. 5. emoryi. The
basin also supports several endemic invertebrates and fish,

Contact person: To be determined. Meanwhile, inquirics
should be directed via Specialist Group Co-chairman, Peter
Pritchard.

Budget: Undetermined

Status survey of the spotted box turtle
(Terrapene nelsoni ) in western Mexico

There are very few extant records of this localized, wrrestrial
emydid trtle in northwestern Mexico, except for the single
village area of Pedro Pablo, Mayarit. Thiz is pardy due o
difficulty in locating animals, since they only appear after
heavy rain. The overall distribution and the validity of the two
descnibed subspecies remain unclear. A full stams survey is
required.

Contact persons: Pat Minx and John Iverson

Budget: U.5, 525,000

Conservation of the Bolson tortoise (Gopherus
flavomarginatus ) in Mexico

This large terrestrial species, endemic to Mexico, is limited w
the Bolson de Mapimi in the Chihuahuan Desert of the north-
central plateau. Localized and discontinuous populations are
primarily found in Tobosa (Hilariz mutica) grasslands on
shallow slopes fringing basin flood plains. Itis severely threat-
ened by human explostation for food, habitat degradation by
livestock and agriculture, and illegal trade. Collapsing distribu-
tion, depressed fecundity, nest destruction, and low juvenile
survivorship contribule (o0 minimize the recroiiment rate.

P el o e T

The species has received detadled ecological stdies and
some conservation inpul. Thres important extensions 1o curment
work are necessary:

* Top priority: Purchase of the 10,000 ha Rancho Sombrerit-
illo in Chihuahua. The ranch, which is currently for sale for
around U.5.5 100,000, includes the largest northemn popula-
uon of the Bolson torigise, which is dense and actively
reprodocing. By year 2000 it could be the anly viable popu-
lation outside the Mapimi Reserve. Punding requirements
must incluode provisions for fencing, maintenance, and war-
dening.

Contact persons; Gustavo Aguirre and David Morafls

Budget: 115, 50,000 start up, U.S. £3,000 annually thereafter.

* Continuation of radiotelemetric tracking of hatchery tor-
toses when released into the wild.

Contact person: Gustavo Aguirre
Budget: TS, $15,000 (over 5 years)

«  Microbial and notritional studies o improve captive hatch-
ling viability and growth. To be coordinated with other
gimilar projects by the TEFWT Specialist Group Captive
Breeding Subcommittee (Walter Sachsse).

Contact persons: Gary Adest, Gustavo Aguimre, and David
Morafka.

Budget: U.S.$7,500

Habitat protection for the gopher tortoise
(Gopherus polyphemus) :

Habitat loss and fragmentation caused by new developments
are the major caoses of the decline of this species in the
southeastern 1U.5.A. A number of relocation studies are cur-
rently underaay to establish whether doomed popuolations can
be successfully translocated to now, safe sites. [nitial resolts
have not been encouraging, and thiz emphasizes the priority of
securing key sites before they become threatenad.

Funds are required for feld work o identify the best pri-
valely-owned torioize siles and to prepare nature reserve pro-
posals. The results will be coordinated by The Mature Conser-
vancy and the Gopher Tortoise Council, and specific funding
appeals will be launched as sites are identified or become
available.

Comtact person: Dale R. Jackson

Budget: U.5. 320,000 (for hire and coordination of field
personnel)

r



UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
ARCHIE CARR CENTER FOR SEA TURTLE RESEARCH
223 BARTRAM HALL
GAINESVILLE, FL 32611

TELEPHONE 904 302-5104
FAX 804 3929166 29 October 1990

Dear George:

Many thanks for agreeing to do the "Species” articles. I used the title “Special Assistant to the
Chairman” in the "Species" article I just sent to George Rabb. At the same time, T informed his staff that they
should contact you regarding deadlines, etc. Notice that the new “Species” is being produced in Chicago. So
far, T have been very impressad with George Rabb and his staff. I hope it continues.

I agree that you should wait to write a letter to Japan about Palau until after the meeting, Kazuo has told
me that the Japanese (I believe the Ministry of the Environment) is again very concerned with the Palay
situation--probably as a result of your report. Shortly after our Nagasaki meeting, Hiroyuki Suganuma (director
of the Ogasawara Marine Turtle Research Center) will be going to Palau with an assistant, Fumihico Sato. Mr.
Suganuma will only spend about a week, but Mr. Sato will remain a year, trying to improve the situation,
Kazuo, who has also been to Palau several years ago, will be working for Suganuma when Kazuo finishes his
degree here. Suganuma seems to be a good conservationist--we have worked together on a few projects. 1 am
trying to get Uchida to include Suganuma as a participant at Nagasaki and Kazuo and Mr. Sato as observers, but
| have heard nothing. Kazuo told me that Suganuma has been quite anxious to learn of IUCN opinion of Palau,
so 1 gave him a copy of your opinions that were adopted as official IUCN doctrine and your video. Kazuo has
sent both to Suganuma, and I know they are anxious to speak with you at the meetings. Kazuo says the plan
now is for Mr. Sato to stress greater enforcement of turtle protection in Palau and to take eggs from only a VEry
few nests to the rearing center and then work with the personnel to improve techniques. This is all very vague
and second-hand through Kazuo. It would be great if we could all (you, me, Kazuo, Sato and Suganuma) get
together and discuss the situation in Nagasaki. M, Suganuma speaks some English, Kazuo speaks quite well,
and 1 do not know about Mr. Sato.

I went through my archives and - GREAT SHOCK!!!! -- | was actually able to find something 1 knew
was there. I have kept three coples of your photo here in case these do not reach safely. 1don't recall ever
seeing the negative, but I'll look though a few more files just in case. Hope these help.

My final note is the most important, George, would you please consider serving as Deputy Chairman of
the MTSG, with the new triennium beginning this fall? Stanley de Silva officially retired from the post when he
moved to Canada, but agreed to stay on until the end of the triennium (he never did anything anyway). With
the enlargement of the Group, the development of the Action Plan, a better staff working with George Rabb and
the imminent departure of Steve Edwards, I really hope that the MTSG can start accomplishing good for turtles,
The enlargement of the Group allows certain strident voices to be diluted (no names mentioned!) and the major
work of the Group to be placed in the hands of a small (4-8 people), hand-picked steering committee, This is
how the large Freshwater Turtle and Tortoise Group is run, and apparently very successfully, Please give this
your serious thought, as time allows, and we can discuss it in Japan.

Did you see Ehrenfeld’s review of Groombridge/Luxmoore in the last Copeia?
Hope all is well; I look forward to seeing you in Japan. -- Karen ’

ECHAAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITE (AFFIRMATVE ACTION EMPLOYES



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIONAL MARIME FISHERIES SERVICE
Southwest Fisheries Center Honolulu Labora
2570 Dole S5t. «» Honolulu, Hawsii 368222385
Commercial: (BOB) 943-12%21 -
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Fibropapilloma is a disabling and freguesnily fatal dizease that has

o T o Tt ﬁpidmﬂﬂm_prﬁpmwtiunﬂ in several major aggreations of green turles

L resident to foraging pastures in the Hawaiian Islandw. The incldence of
this pathology has increased significantly during recent years,similar to
what is being reported from Floridsa and certain sites throwughout the
Caribbgan and elsewhere worldwide. In Kanohe Bay (Oabu) S35% of the 129
turtles captured and examined during 198%-90 were found to be afrflicted.
At Falaan (Molokai) the disease has increased 10% sach year since it was
firmt observed in late 1987, The severity of the tumbors on afflicted
turtles shows an increasing trend with the size (age) of the turtle,
indicating that many diseased tuwrtles may never recover. Strandings of
derad turtles with tumors throughout Hawaii hawve increased during recent
yoars, lending support Lo  this hypothesis.

There are presently six sites in Hawali in which the status of tumor
diseased turtles is being pericdically monitored. It is essential that
thiz work continue. howesver pwnerous Feports are also being received feemn
the public (scuba diversa, Tishermen, etc.) of other locations in Hawaid
where dissased turtles are now being sesgn. A comprehensive and more
detatleod understanding of the full range and magnitude of this tumor dizeass
rnesds to be ascertained in orFder to evaluate its eplidemiology. as well as
lTongtarm impacts to recovery of the population.
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IMVESTIGATION OF THE ROLE OF TOXIC CHEMICAL CONTAMIMANTS IM THE ETIOLOGY OF

EFIDEMIC-FROFPORTION TUMORS IM THE HAWAILIAM GREEM TURTLE

Debilitating and grotesgus tumors histologically known an
Tibropapilloman have reached spidemic proportions in the Hawaiian
population of the green turtle, Chelonia mydas, a threatened species under
the U.5. Endangered Species Act. At certain Hawaiian cosstal sites. mainly
areas adiacent to heavy urbanization and surface—water rFunoff, 5308 or more
of the turtles are khown to be ai¥flicted with thisg enigmatle diseass.

Although tumors of this type were first recorded many years ago in
green turtles, their incidence in Hawaii has increased dramatically in just
the past D=8 years. During this same time period, an almost identical
phenomenon of these tumors has occourred in green turtles resident to
certain coastal mites in Florida. The epidemiclogy suggests an infectous
disease agent. From & comparative perapective. a wiral afeEnt seems
probable, but intensive sampling both in Hawaii and Florida for electron
microscopy hap Tailed to detect a virus. The pommibility of chemical
pollutants directly causing these tumore, or affecting their SXprEsEilon
through a wirus., is & distinct but as vet uninvestigated possibility.

An array of tissue from the turtles, as well as their maior food sources

and the seawater they reside in, need to be analyred for chemical pallutant.
This work would best be conducted in collaboration with ressarchers in
Florida to ensure that similar samples are collected from that location For

avivalent analyass .



UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA L_I
ARCHIE CARR CENTER FOR SEA TURTLE RESEARCH :&‘

223 BARTRAM HALL J
GAINESVILLE, FL 32611 'ﬁ“h
TELEFHOME 904 392-5194
FAJX G048 382-8168
To: Members of the Marine Turtle Specialist Group
From: Karen Djorndal, Chairman
Date: 6 January 1992

There will be a regional meeting of the Marine Turtle Specialist Group held in
conjunction with the 12th Annual Symposium on Sea Turtle Conservation and Biclogy in Jekyll
[sland, Georgia. The MTSG meeting will be on 29 February 1992, the Saturday following the
Symposium. The meeting will be open to all individuals interested in attending, not 1o Just
MTSG members. For further information concerning the Symposium, please contact Dr. Jim
Richardson, 1992 Sea Turtle Symposium Coordinator, Institute of Ecology, University of
Georgia, Athens, Georgia 30602 USA. Telephone: 404-542-6036 (office) or 404-548-9046
(home); FAX: 404-542-6040; Telex: 414190. As usual, there are no funds available through
[UCN or S5C to cover travel expenses of group members.

Please send me any topics that you would like included on the meeting agenda. Topics
that will be discussed include:

1. Research/data needs for Caribbean hawksbills to assess Cuba’s management program.
2, Marine Turtle Action Plan Cutline.

If you are unable to artend and have information that you would like to have presentad at
the meeting, please let me know. [ look forward to seeing many of you in February.

EQUAL EMPLOYRERT OPFFORTLNITY AFFIRMATIVE ACTION ERPLOYER
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UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA,
ARCHIE CARR CENTER FOR SEA TURTLE RESEARCH

23 BARTRAM HALL
GAINESVILLE, FL 32611

TELEFHONE S04 3825154
FAX e 25006

February 1992
To:  Members of the Marine Turtle Specialist Group

From: Alan Bolten, Compiler of the Marine Turtle Action Plan

I have enclosed an annotated outling of the Marine Turtle Action Plan. Please review the outline and
send me any comments that you have by 31 March 1992, A version of this outline was circulated to about
) members of the MTSG a few months ago; the enclosed version has been modified as a result of their
comments. Be sure to search for your name in the Proposer/Contact column and check the entry. You may
not immediately recognize your project because we have altered some titles for greater consistency among
projects.  Also, when similar projects were submitted, they were combined and both proposers/contacts were
listed for the combined project. Projects submitted for the Hawkshill Research Plan compiled by Anne
Meylan have been incorporated in this Action Plan but broadened, where appropriate, to include all species.

On the advice of Dr. Michael Klemens (implementor of the Tortoise and Freshwater Turtle Action
Plan}, budgets will not be included in the Action Plan. Dr. Klemens has found that having budgets included
with the projects has made fund-raising more difficult, because the budget printed in the Plan is rarely the
same as that eventually presented to funding organizations. Usually, the budget in the action plan is an
under-gstimate; the implementor then must justify Iargt budget increases to the funding organization. Before

any of these projects are submitted to funding agencies, the pmpmersimmacts will have to develop more
detailed proposals including specific budgats.

As you will see in the outline, projects are listed under a primary category that best describes the
project. Some projects are also assigned secondary categories, which are shown in the far right column as
letter codes that refer to the outline project categories A-J. This system allows us to cross-reference one
project under several categories. In the final document, full descriptions will be given for each project under
its primary category. Following the full project descriptions, projects that are cross-referenced from other
categories will be listed by title, proposer/contact and category where the full project description is given.

I would like to draw your attention to a few points:

1. There are only two proposals for designating protected areas in the Action Plan (section V.B.).
Certainly there are additional areas that need protection; please submit your suggestions now.

2. If a project in the plan has already been completed or if it is no longer needed (e.g., because of
changes in international trade), please let me know so that T can delete the project.

3. If you identify a topic that has not been covered by a project in the plan and that you feel is an
important one, please develop an appropriate project (project form is enclosed). Do not just
comment that "this topic should be included.” Please remember that I am the Action Plan
compiler not the Action Plan writer,

4. Projects can still be submitted for the Action Plan, A project form is enclosed.

5. Please help us with photographs for the Action Plan. See the enclosed "Request for Photographs. "

Thank you very much for your assistance without which the action plan would not be possible.

EQUUL EMPLDWMENT CRPORTUNITY FAFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER



REQUEST FOR PHOTOGRAFPHS

We are now collecting photographs to be published in the Action Plan. If you have any
high quality photographs that you would like to submit for consideration, please do so now. We
need representative photographs of all species, and TUCN likes to use photographs with people
doing things with turtles (for example, tagging, weighing, attaching telemetry instruments,
tracking turtles, etc.). Also, we need photographs showing turtles negatively affected by human
activities (for example, tangled in nets, eggs in a market).

Please attach information describing the photograph so that a figure legend can be written.
In each legend, credit will be given to the photographer.

Please submit high quality, good contrast, black and white, glossy prints. 12 cm by 18
cm prints are preferred. If you cannot submit black and white prints, we can use good contrast
color slides. We cannot use color prints. We will not be able to return any photographs or
slides. Therefore, only submit extras or duplicates. Any photographs submitted will be used one
time only for this publication,

Please mail photographs to:

Alan B. Bolten

Center for Sea Turtle Research
Bartram Hall

University of Florida
Gainesville, -FL 32611 USA



MARINE TURTLE ACTION PLAN PROJECT PROPOSAL FORM
DEADLINE 31 MARCH 1992

FROJECT TITLE (Choose a clear, concise title):

REGION (Specify the country, countries or geographic region where the project will be conducted):

SPECIES (Circle as many as are appropriate):

Ce Caretta caretia Ca Chelonia agassiz
Cm Chelonia mydas De Dermochelys coriaces
Ei Eretmochelys imbricata Lk Lepidochelys kempi
Lo Lepidochelys olivacea MNd MNatator depressus

BUDGET (Please provide an estimate of the total project budget in US dollars. Specific budget items are not
required at this time):

JUSTIFICATION (The justification should be on separate pages and should be less than 500 words. This
should be a statement outlining necessary background information, the need for the project,
and the methods to be used. Give some indication of the time necessary to complete the
project. Flease be concise and precise):

FERSON SUBMITTING PROJECT PROPOSAL:

Mame:
Address:

Telephone: FAX: Telex:

CONTACT PERSON  (The person who should be contacted for further information if different from the person
submitting the proposal. This may or may not be the person who would undertake the
project):

MName:
Address:

Telephone: FAX: Telex:

If you have any questions, please contact us. Projects should be submitted to:

Alan B. Bolten

Archie Carr Center for Sea Turtle Research
Bartram Hall

University of Florida

Gainesville, FL. 32611 USA

Telephome: (904) 392-5194 FAX: (904) 392-9166
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Maring Turtle

A spocial project 1o presen Certilicatos of Morit
in recognition of contributions 1o 1ha congeivision
ol maoring turthes hos been set up by Group
member George HBoelazs, who s leider ol thae
Hewaiian Soea Turtle Begowary Team. A thousand
cortificates  have been  produced  weth gilt
lettering, glit bodge and gilt figuee of & turtle 1o
enable members ‘1o give spacial thanks to people
working in their ragion for the good of sea turtles'.
The cortiflicotas were paid lor out of funds
receivid from the Japanese Bekko {wurtla-shadl
Agsociation.

These funds have also supporied continued
studies by  Micholas  Mrosovsky @i sex
detarmination mechanisms: o luld Stotus survay
by Joop Schule i indonwsia; snd treng of
Indonasians in research managemont 1echnequiss
by Colin Limpus, in colloboraion with Western
Bugtralin. & site wisit by George Balars 1o
evaluate tha marine fertle fann in Poeleu s

approved, and  Anne  Moylan  bos  reteived
funding, with IUCM/SSC supporl, 10 SLWE o
manne  turtla sducation ol mdEnadesmient

programmia in Malsysia i collsboretion with the
Catrvisrmrmant.

Tortoise and Freshwater Turtle

In the Docember 1988 Moewslelter, Petar
Pritchard reposts the first seccessful breeding of
‘opne of the most challenging freshwater purtles’,
thv South Amedican giont river turtle Podocmenss
egxpansa, The Ermperor Vallizy Zoo in Trinidad has
A7 hizalthy hatchlings produced in April/hday Gkt
yaar from a brecding stock of three famalos and
ane male, the survivors of 8 group obiained 63
years ago which nover bred.

The increasingly precanous siuation of the
waslern swamp wiitle Peevdermydurs wmbeig in
Wastern Australia is described — a bush fire in
o resarve in March 1988 burned all the turtls
habitat, and o training aacrell crashed and burnad
in a sgcond ona — fortunately when The turles
wezre aestivaling undergrownd, Egos wera laid in oo
captivo-broeding project, but wnlofenately not
hatchaed. To save he situation anothar caplive-
breeding project hos boen started with tha lasg 17
captive spocimans,

Dr Edward Boll's guestionnaire on Malaysian
tortoises is part of the Group's Operation Todioise
1o determing the distribution and conserealon
slatus of the world's orioimoes, end he givas
detpiled descriptions and ilbusteotions of three
species on which he would like infermaton: the
Asian brown Manours emys, the impressed M
imprasss,  and  the  clongated  indofesiudo
wlongoia,

EX{.“M_&“E;'&‘-Q Aewale My fit/ iy

.i'_-’:Jf-"t' A hall e ¥

26

- e

LOWER VERTERBRATES

Coral Reef Fish

Thet: Growp is i the process of dormation ol
dhutinengg als pouls, repons the Chaomen, Dre Lon
Moadlister.

Dastruction of the coral-lizh  habitarn s
widespresd and  senous, bS8 describod o e
article an pege 33, bun e ootual Slotus o miees
coral-fish species s lorgely uscerany — §i0de
apear o the raee and ondangerod speecias lis Lo 1w
the Hed Date Book, chictly because ol the lack ol
sludies — bat many have daclined e o hatagal
loss  amdd  owerlishing.  Quantiled  populaticn
palimales bia lacking and specicys Slalus ety
lawir ot b atiempled.

The Group's provisicnal goais ara Lo

Produce o world Bst of coral fishies, Thas
Chairman  will  produce 8 suobat  of  his
compaterized hst of Ashes of e s, wilhich
contains abouwt 24 000 specias;

Produce o list of the magine aguaniune fishes ol
1ha world, again by & subuel of e computehzed
bst, @ atwempt o classify tho Specios s
A Ogrisie 10 aquansts of varyikg skills anarde
1o bl the industey regulaie e siele ol specie
widikely 1o survive  Uosder ordicary  sousniam
conditons, Also prepard a reporl on e Sied,
guraphy and nature: of the oaring  aguaarsnm
industry, amd gvislieate the andudstey’s etloot on
spocies divarsity and surdival;

Eztablish a Geographic Infcomaticn System
(GIS] grid for tho world, (0 show tha prusenai,
apgsnce of loss of species, habilel conditions,
and selocted enwvironmwenlal paramelers, Specics
richness would be colculeted es oan aid o lind
impartant coral-lish areas;

Ingaut egral-halntatl stotlus dista, of annalate
lack of it into the GIS grid, Missirg data flegs the
mezed Tod siody. Foor habitol  condition plos
sprcins richness will Hag areas urgently in neesd ol
anmuention;

List cowntres with coral reels, adding nameas
of  govermiment and NGO organivotions
responsibly dor or  krswledgeabbe  dlowt ool
reels, sad b guestonnere oo st of cosol
reifs and coral fisnes 10 these arganications, and,
Sumimiaiiza ond analyea thi dato;

Obtaw distribbaton data for o selecled Samplas
ol coral-teol bebos. gt protanco o shsonee of
flslies irstd o microcompulear lon LIS analyses:
Compile maps of species degities, lnd species-
rich aress and seivickh are an degraded ool doesd,
ardd draw atfention o those os ‘cobical’ dreas.
Eslabdish world consarvation prioribive;

Andlyze gueslionnaiies. Prepare  potgntial
aclion plansg. Propare, esculate and pubhsh dralt
feport.

Parsans with concerng about coral lishas,
information, reports or publications ane asked fo
sand thaern 1o e Chairman,
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SUGGESTED PROTOCOL

WHAT: The specific problems of the species
conoarnad need to be considerad, and appropriate
alma for a captive breeding programme made
axplicit.

WHERN: The vulnerability of amall populations has
been consistently underestimeted. This has
arronaousty shifted tha timing of establishment of
captive populations to the last memeant, whan the
crigis s enormous and when extinction is
probabde. Therafore, timaly recognition of such
gituations i criticel, and s dependent on
informaticon on wild populatlon status, particubarly
that provided by the ILUCN/Consarvation
Mnniturh? Cantra. Managemeant to best reduce
the rigk of extinction requires the establishmaent
of supporting captive populations much earlier,
preferably when the wild population is still in the
thausands, Vertebrate taxe with a current cenaus
balow one thousand individuals in the wild requira
close amd Swift co-operation between fiedd
conzsarvationists and captive breeding spacialists,
to make their efforts complementery amd
minkmize the likelthood of the extinction af thesa
1axa,
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HOW: Captive populations need to be founded
and managed according to sound sclentific
principles for the primery purpose of securing the
survival of species through stable, self-sustaining
captive populationz. Stable captive populations
preserve the oplions of reintroduction andfor
supplementation of wild populations,

A framework of international cooperation and
coordination  between  ceptive  breeding
institutions holding species at risk must be basad
upon  agreement 1o manage such  species
cooparatively for demographic security and
genetic  diversity, The IUCN/SSC Captive
Breeding Specislist Group s on  sppropriate
advisory body concerming captive breeding
sclence and resources.,

Captive programmes involving spacies at rigk
should be conducted primarily for the benefit of
the epacies and without commercial transactions.,
Aoquisition of animals for such  programmes
should not encoursge commercial ventures or
trade. Whenaver possible, captive programmes
should be carrled aut in paralbel with fisld studies
and conservation efforts aimed at the species in
its natural environmeant.

Marine Turtle Ranching: Guidelines for Evaluating Proposals

A workshop of 18 experie convenad by Dr
Stephen Edwards, S50 Exeoutive Officer, at the
request of the CITES Secratariat, to sdvise it and
the Partles on crlteria for marine turthe ranching
proposals, managed to reach B consensus. The
Chalrmean, Karen Bjorndsl, and fowr other
scientific members of the S55C Marime Turtle
Group, took part, a% well as experts with
management and enforcemeant backgrownds. Tha
workshop report covering biglogical and physical
tacilities, and laws and enforcement, is currantly
under review by participants, but tha following
general points were agreed;

1.the problem with marine turtles is what is nor
knowrn rathar than what ig; therefore ranching
gchames should only be accepted if a research
programme is included in the propossal;

2.only scheamas with a documanted benefit to
marime turtle consarvation should be sccepted:

3.all legislative and anforcemant controls should
ba im place before any trading is stared.

To meet the requirements, while a ranching
facliity could be approved, it should not be
allowed to. start trading in products wntll the
CITES Secratariat, with scientific advice and
following an on-site inspection, has detarmined
that all conditions have bean meat.

Success in this workshop wes  possible

because of the high levsl of professional
commitrment of the participants  and  their
dedication to  resolve sometimes  difficult
conflicts. John Goldsmith, & long-time UK
participant in CITES, served as a walued
consultant to the workshop and Mre Linette
Humphrey, S5C Administrative Officer, took cara
of the technical details, ensuring participants
could accomplish their objectives. Funding was
provided by the Bekko Association of Japan, the
US Matlonal Maring Fisheries Sarvice, De t
of Environment of France, and WWF-UIS, Copies
of the report will be available later this veer,
follewing its submission to CITES,

A Heritage Site for Plants

A recent addition to the World Heritage Sites,
ingcribed under the Unesco World Heritage
Convention, is the Garajonay Metional Park in the
cantra of the island of Gomera, in the Canaries,
This, says tha Threstened Plants Newslerter, is
the firat Heritage Site racognised for its plant life.
The ancient  lsurel  forests  repressnt  the
subtropical Tertiary forest long gome  from
southern Europe, and they are among the few
surviving unhamed. Thirty-four of the 450 plant
BFEE|EE in thee park are endemic to the island, and
aight to the park itself. The total number of World
Heritage Sites iz now 69,



(s

and shrubs of the Hawaiian flora. Plants are
individually famced with wire to protect them
against feral pigs and are thriving, Clearing exotic
vagetethon hes revealed more dremeticelly amnd
rebasad from overwhelming competition thosa
nativa trags persisting om the aites, princlpally the
native species of Canthivm and  Sapindus,
Parhaps more surprising and important is tha
epontansous appeargnce within cleared araas of
seadlings of native plants, such as Canawvalia,
Piprurus, and Sapfndus, In one dearing, we Tound
what may be a young voluntesr seadling of
Lipochaets mucrantha, a very rare endemic of the
sunflower family, and young Mezoneuron
kavalense have been found growing naturally in

Mo O

27

tha same chiff area that harbours NMsowawraes.
Thesa may be the only wild individuals of
Mezoneuron remaining on Kausail.

Kaith now attaches the greatest importenca to
ingtalling electrifled perimeater fencing around the
loweer presarve to conirol feral pigs. | estimate
that within 3 to & yeara, the preserve could be a
shoowplace of native flora and an important
aducational rescurce. | think It has akready
provided & safe haven for some of the most
aendangered apecies in the United States and has
shown what can be done by one dediceted
private individual to edvence the cause of
consery tsn.

Captive Breeding — the IUCN Policy Statement

This Policy Statement, prepared by the SSC Captive Breeding Specialist Group, was approved

by IUWCN Council in September 1587

SUMMARY: Habitar protection alfone iz not sufficient if the expressed goal of the World
Conservation Strategy, the maintenance of bWollc diversity, s to be achieved. Establishment of
sell-sustaining captive popuwlations and other supportive intervention will be needed o avold
the lozs of many species, especially those at high risk In greatly reduced, highly fragmented and
disturbed habitats. Captive breeding programmes need to he established before species are
reduced to critically low numbers, and thereafter nesd to be co-ordinated internationally
according to sound biological principles, with 5 view o the maintaining or re-establishment of

viahle popilations in the wild,

PROBLEM STATEMENT

IUCH data indicete that sbout 3 per ceni of

terrasirial Earth is gazetted for protection. Soms

of this and much of the other 87 per cent is

becoming wntenable for many species, and

remaining popwlations ara being greatly raduced
and fragmented.

From modern population  biology one can
pradict that meny specias will ba loat undar these
conditions. On average more than one marmmal,
bird, ar reptile species has been lost In each year
this century. Since extinctions of most taxa
outside these groups are not recorded, the loss
rate for all species s much highar,

Cartain groups of species are at particularly
high risk, especially forms with restricted
distribution, those of large body size, those of
high economic wvalue, thosze at the top of food
chains, and those which ocour only in elimax
habliats. Species in these cetegories are likaly to
be lost first, but a wide range of other forms are
aleo gt risk. Conservation over the long term will
require meanagement 1o reduce risk, Including ex
situ populations which could support and interact
demographically and gemetically with wild
populations,

FEASIBILITY

Over 3000 vertebrate species are being bred In
zoos and other captive animal facilities, 'When a
sarious attempt is made, most speciea breed In
captivity, &nd wviable populations can  ba
maintained over the long term. A& wealth of
saparienoe 05 available in these institutlons,
incleding  husbandry,  weterinary  madicineg,
raproductive biokogy, behaviowr, and genetics.
They offer space for supporting populations of
many threatened tfaxa, using rosources not
competitive with those for o sffu conservation,
Such captive stocks have in the past provided
critical support for some wild populations {e.g.
Amerlcan blson Blson bisen), and been the sole
pscape from extingtion for others  since re-
introduced to the wild (e.g. Arabian oryx Orpx
leucoryx).

RECOMMENDATION

IUCH urges that those netional and international
organizations  and  individual  institutions
concerned with maintaining wild animalzs  n
captivity commit themselves o a policy of
developing  demographicelly  self-sustaining
captive populations of endangered spacias whera
MECesLary.



Marine Turtle

A epecial project to present Certificates of Merit
in recognition of contributions to the conservation
of maring turtles has besn set up by Group
member George Balars, who s leader of the
Hawiaiian Sea Turtle Recovery Team. A thousend
cartificates hawve besn produced with gile
lettering, gift badge and gilt figure of a turtke to
enabde mambers “to give spacial thanks to people
wiorking in their region for the good of sea turthes”,
Tha certificates were paid for out of funds
raceived from the Japanese Bakko [turtie-shell)
Associetion.

Thess funds heve also supported continued
studies by Micholas Mrosovsky on  sex
determination machanisms; a field status aurvey
by Joop Schulz in Indonesia; and training of
Indonesians in research management techniguas
by Colin Limpus, in collaboration with Western
Australla. A site wvisit by George Balars to
svaluate the marine turtle farm in Palau s
pproved, and Anne Meyien has  moeived
funding, with IWCN/S5C support, to start g
marine turtle educatbon and mansgament
programma in Malaysia in collaboration with the
Gowvernment.

Tortoise and Freshwater Turtle

in the Decembar 1988 Newsletter, Peter
Pritchard re the first successful breeding of
‘one of the most challenging freshwater turtles’,
thas South Amarican giant river turtle Podocnamis
X, . Tha Emlnnamr Valley Zoo In Trinkdad has
37 healthy hatchlings produced in April/May last
vaar from a breeding stock of three famales and
one mala, the survivors of a group obiained 63
yvears ago which never brad,

The increasingly precarious situation of the
wiastarn swamp turilte Prevdemydura wmibring in
Western Australla bs described — a bush fire in
ona reserve in March 1988 burned all the turtle
habitat, and a training aircraft crashed and burnad
in 8 gecond one — forfunately when the turtlas
were aestivating underground. Eggs were laid in &
captive-breading project, but wunfortunetely not
hatched. To save the situstion another captive-
braading progact has been started with the lest 17

captive specimeana,

Dr Edward Moll's guestdonnalre on Malaysian
tortolsas la part of the Group's Operation Tortoise
to determing the distribution and consenvation
status of the world's tortcises, and he gives
detailed descriptbons and lusirations of three
epacies on which he would like information: the
Agian brown Manowra emys, the Impressad 4.
impresza, and the elongated [ndotestudo
slongata,
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LOWER VERTEBRATES

Coral Resf Fish

The Group is in the process of formation and
defining e goals, reports the Chairman, Dr Don
MeAllister.

Destruction of the coral-fish habitat §a
widespread and serious, as described In the
article on page 33, but the aciusl statws of most
coral-fish species is largaly uncertsin — nona
appear on the rare and endangered specias lists in
tha Red Data Book, chiefly bacouse of the lack of
studies — but many have declined due to habitat
loss and overfishing. Quantified population
agtimates are lacking and specios status reports
have not baen attempted.

Tha Group's provisional goals are to;

Produce a world list of coral fishes. Tha
Chairman will produce a subssat his
computarized list of fishes of the world, which
containg about 24,000 species;

Produce a list of the marine aguarium fishes of
the world, again as a subset of the computerized
list, and attempt to clessify the species as
appropriate to aquarists of varying skills in order
to help the industry regulate the sale of species
urﬂlkgl-,- to survive under ordinery aguarum
conditions. Also prepare a report on the size,
Fungmph\r and nature of the marine aguarium
ndustry, and evaluste the Industry's affect on
H-%imllgﬁm E:nd survival;

a8 Geographic Information System
(GIS) grid for the world, to show the pressnce,
absance or loss of species, habitat conditlons,
and salected environmental parameters, Species
richness would be calculated as an aid to find
important coral-fish areas;

Input coral-habitat status data, or annotate
lack of it into the GIS grid. Missing data flags the
nead 'f-n! study. Poor hebitat condition plus
specing richness will flag areas urgently in nesd of
athantion;

List countries with coral reefs, adding names
of pgovernment and NGO orgenizations
respongible for or knowledgeable about coral
reefs, send & guestlonnairé on status of coral
reefs and coral fishes to these organlzations, and,
Eurmimarize and anafyze the data;

Obtain distribution data for a selected sample
of coral-reef fishes, Input presence or absance of
fishee Into & microcomputer for GIS analysis.
Complle maps of species densities, find species-
rich areas and which are in degraded reafl areas,
and draw sttention to these as ‘critical’ areas.
Em.nhnﬁTy world congarvation prioritias;

Analyes  guestionnaires. Prepare  potential
lﬂm;t'n plans. Prepare, cirgulate and publish draft
raport.

__ Persons with concerns about coral fishes,
information, reports or publications are asked ta
gend them to the Chairman.




from page 20

Twe mora hornbill species have recenthy
fegturad on etampe: the slvery-cheeked
Bycaniztes breviz on the two kwacha stamp of a
new. Malawi series, and Montelro’s Hornbill
Tockus monteir’ on the fifty-cent stamp of a short
saries of Southvwast Africa, Namibia,

Andraw Johns has completed waork in Sabah
on the effects of logging, pertly published in the
Bullatin of the Oriantal Bird Club (1588, 8:
11-15), ‘and & report on the long-term effects ks
completa. Fortunately, hornbills seem  little
affacted by salective logging, &t least in the
madium term, suggesting they are among the
mora resifient membaers of the forest fauna.

Parrots

The Group met in Curitiba, Brazil, in October and
reviawed a draft action plan, reports Chairman Dr
Donald Bruning. This places endangered and
threatened parrote In four cetegaries, each with
differant action neads, and also addresses kaey-
&lte conservation, field studies, trade, education,
data, policy, and finally Implementation. The
major thrust of the last is the need to ‘establish a
Farrot Action Plan Officer to promote, co-ordinats
end seek funds for this Action Plan’,

The Group continues its offorts to develop
captive breeding of the Spix macaw. Thres
holders of birds outside Brazil have agreed 1o oo-
operate, but unfortenately there is stil no co-
operation within Brazil. The whereabouts of other
birds is still being investigated.

The pet trade, both lagal and illegal, continuas
to causa ?mat CONCcEem. 1884 law prohibiting
commearcial aale of wild-caught birds in the state
of Mew York serves as a model used by other
states, but the pat industry lobby has so far
prevernted other states from  sdopting  such
Sghintlun by misrepresenting the imtent or result

such a law,

Tha Group's third meeting ks planned for Naw
Zealand in 1 in conjunction with the [OC and
ICBP mestings. Tha major objective will be 1o
develop an action plan for parrots of the Asian
Pacific area.

Seabirds

The Group plans &8 workshop on  island
management for ICBP's 1991 meating in Mew
Zodland, says the Chairman, Dr Devid Dufly, This
will give an overview of threats to soabirds and
Islards, followsd by detailed case studies of
spocific islands with different problems. The
I'I'I'll‘I‘I'IF will discuss potentlal managemaent plans
and solutlons for the problems of each site.
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_ Tha rasults should serve as a source book for
island managers, and will produce a series of
pnns;;vmiun plans for 10-15 importent seabird

The Group continues to produce a Spanish-
language bulletin for seabird biologists in Latin
Amarica, now in its fourth year. & are 1o
change its format to samething more professional
end to reproduce English-languags extracts from
tha Bulletin of the Pacific Sesbird Group. A
supplemant to the 1884 technical bulletin on

ird status and conservation is nearly finishad.,

A gmall working group is designing a tamplate
far a saries of regional, locallanguage posters 1o
reduce egging in tropical seabird colonies,

The Group i discussing weys to reduce
ovarlap with ional sasblrd growps and to
concentrate on global projects where it can have
@ coordinating function,

REFTILES

Crocodile

Briaf news items from oll parts of the (crocodila)
workd are a faature of Mewsletter Mo, 7, Jenuary-
December 1988, edited by Pater Brazaiias and
Myma Watanabe. MNewsletter No. 8 (January-
March 1989 however, records that for lack of
time both editors have retired, though Peter
Brazaitas, who i3 now Mew York Zoological
Society’s general curator of the Central Park Zoo,
remaing. &8 Contributing Editor; the Group
Chalrman, Professor Wayne King, has taken on
the editorship, with John Polisar as Managing
Editor. This issue has an account of the Group's
St Committee meeting in Papua MNew
Guinea In Octobar 1988 — ses the Chalrman's
lettar an page 36, and also prints & full st of the
7B Group members and 28 corresponduents drawn
from gll aix continents. Thae Emurin%ﬂummlnu&
will mest again in Dctober this yvear, in Lausanne,
Switzarland, and in April next year in Gainesvilla,
Florida, along with the working meating,

The Emuufp has obtained funding for the
preparation of its action plan.

The Proceedings of the Bth Working Mesting
in Quite, Ecuador, in October 1986 have been
published by IUWCN — with 17 substantial papers.
Cbtainable  from  218¢  Huntingdon  Road,
Cambsldge, CB3 ODL, UK,
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The Cover

The Species cover wae designed by our Chairman Emaritus, Sir Peter Scott. The fourtesn spacies
diaplaysad here, from the top, left to right are: Mauritius kestrel Falco punctatus: ralflesia Rafffesia arnoldi:
shoebill [whale-headed stork) Balssniceps rex: Cusen Alexandra’s birdwing buttarfly Oraithopters
alpxandrae; Oahu tree snalls Achsetinela spp; land iguana Conolophus subcriztatus; coelacanth Latimeria
chalumnae; Galapagos giant tortolse Geochelone slaphantopus; cactus Arocanpus agavoides: Ping
Barrens tree frog Ayls andersons, blue whale Balasnoplers muscilus: travaeller's tree Rovenals
madagascariensis; nene (Hawailan) goose Bramts sandvicensis; Arsblan oryx Oryx feucoryx. The two
neweoomans this time are the Galapagos tortoise and the Arablan oryx,

IUCH SECRETARIAT: Avenus du Mond-Blenc 1188 Glend — SulsserSwizaiand



SPECIES

Newsletter of the SSC No., 12
viay 1989

37

BT e o B
LB

= u:.?:"‘{"lf';f

"= -
oSS
A




