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Dr. Carr was UF's longest-tenured professor. ) \.\ '
During his 55-year affiliation with the .

university, he compiled the first complete
list of Florida's reptiles and amphibians and
frequently led worldwide expeditions.

Famed UF naturalist

Archie Carr is dead

By FUGEME MORRIS
Sy illalll weiler

Archle Fairly Carr Jr., the Unlversily of
Frorida ®oology prolessor whose shedies
Brosght the plight of sen furtles 1o he
world’s athentlom, dicd of cancer Thursday
#l his home on Wewa Pond mear Micanopy.
He wag 7T,

Dauring iz 55-year arfilalion wilh he uni-
wersity, B, Carr complied (ke first compre-
hesslve list of Florkdas repliles and
ampaibinns ond frequently bed worldwide
expedidlons. He was the longestlenured pro-
feszor al UF,

One of bis many books, "The Windward
Road,” creabed 8 worldwide isovement to
protect Caribbean green tartles,

A nnflve of Mobdle, Ala., Dr, Carr came io
the university during the Depression vears
Boping 1o earn am English depree and be-

i, Carr
come & lescher, Bul & professor kindled in
him & sappressed love for nadure snd con-
vlaced him i chonge kis mafor lo bbology.
Some former assocleles and longllms
friends remembered Dr. Care 43 & poenalms
malurallzl =&o was nsore comlorinble Hes
flnd I®e scensgs than in 16 Amellghl
=“when [ recall Archie, [kink of & Renais-
since man who was acoomplished in =g
many fields ard wha wad 8 delight to be
with,"” suid David Anikony, b membor of the
Floréda Marine Frleries Commbssion and 2
prodessor emerilus at UF. He and Dr, Carr
were frlequls for mnee than 30 years
“Archle wns nlways the same fundamen-
tolly shy unessamimg pay who wps moes]
comfarfable around & small growp of
friends," Anikony said. "He was a gread man
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of very wide sccomplishments, His
Imnpact whil kong ke fell in Flarida, (he
naglen and around fhe world. We =il
friiss him,"

Ancther felend of mose than {we
decodes, D Bdward 0, Wikion, def-
ered the keymols address la March
when Dr, Carr recetved (he UF Fres-
dential Medal for 50 years of service,
Wilson, reciplent of the universily's
firgl Archie Carr Medal in 1278 is g
Beience professor al Harvard Univer-
sty In Combridge, Muss,

Wileen called Dy, Carr "o great nat-
urabist and explorer of ike tropleal
environment who could sland alope
on his own principles for yenrs nl g
flme without nppiauyse.

“Archle was a rare and almost van-
lahing breed of sclentist who broughd
n freahness of wislon o the sncient
Imagery of am unlimiied nadwrad
waorld thal awails young sciendlata,”
Wikson sald. “He was an insplratlon o
bislaglsls entering ihe flelds of aml-
mal behavior and fropical biokopy
around [he warkd, "

Thirly years nfter ihey mef, Bob
Bryan, UF provos!, gald Dr. Carr ak
Wiays mainiained a [Eghthearied wit
and & sense of humor abesl Uie pad
wirk.

"I helleve Be was the [t Intersa-
tionally kmown scientist that we had
an our facully,” Brysn sald, "He was
i flrst persen bo bring inbernatioaal
renown I [he universiny”

Dir. Carr recebved his bachelor's de-
Rree from UF | 1532 and his masier's
degree Iwo Yenrs kaler. [n 1937, Be
‘was ke firs person bo earn p doctor-
ale in Mology from UF. He was
named gradusie ressarch professor
In 1958, He remained ad the wnivers-
E¥ until b died,

In 1572, UF named v, Carr o dks-
tingulshed alumnus, In 1984, he wag
the firs! reciplent of the Matonal As-
disbon Soclelys highesi Bonor, fhe
Hal Borinnd Award. In March, ke rg-
celved (ke UF Fresidential Mednlllon
for IHelong centritutions 1o IoohoRy
Bnd the university. In Moy, he pe
celved the Eminent Erolopisl Awarg
by the Ecodogleal Snckely of Americn.

Coundless students crediled Dr,
Carr with generafing thelr emibus

asm for meology, Oecasionnlly, he pte
Iesects In he clnssroom o Bold thelr
allemtion.

I, Carr wrote 11 books and mare
Ehan 100 sclemlitic papers and artlcies
on sen buribes, In 1952, kis “Handbook

;
#

for Tarilea™ wah 168 Dansel Girawa
Eltiotl Medal by the Mptlanal Acnde-
m¥ of Sclences. “High JTungles and
Low,"” poblished in 1353 and based oa
iz experlences in Homduras, won Dr.
Carr ike E235 fohn Burroughs Medal
for exemplary nalure wriding.

Bl Blg book, "The Windward
Road,” which deseribed ibe declining
mumbers of green furtles In the Carlk-
ban, begnm a sorldwids mnvement
to prodect them. A chopler I ihe Book
won the 19580, Honry award lar hes
fun-diction short story.

“The Windward Road," consldered
@ classic among conseryationlsie, ked
1@ Ehe edlshlizhment b 1058 of the
Carthbean Consrvalion Corp., & nan-
profil grosp dedicoted to slwdying
and =aving luriles from extinciion,
Iir. Carr was the group's technlcal di-
rectar. Fig fndings are crodited with
breipleg fn esiablish Tortoguern, a
green burldle angclazary on ibe Costa
Riesin cons, 1Be only algalficand epg.
laylng nres In the Corlbbenn for (ke
514 {EH

Before his denth, Dr. Carr was
helping arganize the world's lorgesi
e furlle cender mt UF, He was con-
tEnizing hls study of the effecis of man-
made pallolants on sea tartles. He
Tound [hat Be mriles often eal plastic
Eartage, dor Balks and odher farms of
persistent junk in ihe ocoonnd, clogging
thelr  digestive tracie and  killing
them

"Recosds of such mishaps kave |-
crinsed markedly |n recenl years,”
he Bald In a recend imferview, “and
this definltely poses a Ehreal in o=z
tartle sarvival, if nol now, thes 18 or
15 ¥esrg ko the dufure,"

Ir. Carr Is survived by hiz wile
Marjorie Carr of Micosopy; feur sons,
Archie F. Carr [ of New York, Se-
phen H. Care and Thamas Carr, hoth
of Micanopy, nnd David Corrof Tallo-
hassee; & daughler, Miml Carr of
Galnesville; m Brogher, Thomas I3,
Corr of Galnesville: and [wo
grandchildren.

The Taneral will he held of 11 6.m.
Taoesday al lbe Firsl Presbylerhn
Church ad Id 5% ard 51, bn Cadies-
ville. Barial will fallow al Evergreen
Cemefery,

The family requests thal expres
sbons of sympadhy may be o ike forn:
of donatines o ke Flarbda Defenders
of the Enviromnsent, 1521 KW 4th 51,
Gainesville, Fia., 12601, or the Carih-
bean Conservadbon Corp,, F.0. Box
ML, Tallnknssep, Flo., 32315,

LIF Istormation Services comirifur-
ed fa this report.




