The Master Turtler

ARCHIE FAIRLY CARR JR. — 1808-1987
Archie Carr, conservationiat, biologist, lecturer,
writer, teaches, and past Cheirman of the S5C
Maring Turtle Specialist Group, died on 21 May at
hig home in Micenopy, Florlda.

Archie was Graduate Research Professor of
Zoology at the University of Florida, Gainesville,
He receivad the University of Florida’s first PhD In
focdogy in 1837, From then wntll the mid1980s,
ha taught ecology at the university, except for
short leaves of abeence 1o teach in Honduras
(1944-12949) and Costa Rica (1958-1857). He
was author of more than 100 scientific papers,
gnd numerous books, incleding Hamdbook of
Turthes [1952), High Jungles and Low (1953,
Gulde fo the Reprffes, Amphibians, snd Fresh-
Water Fizhes of Flords {1855, co-authared with
C.l. Goln}, The Windward Road (1958}, The
Reptifes (12963), Wendo [1964), The Land and
Wildiffe of Africa (1964), S0 Excellent a Flshe
(19671, and The Everglades (1973). He won
meny ewards for his popular treatises, He was a
superbk writer., The werbel pictures he oreated
enabled the reader to share in his wonder of
natwrn, his thrill in witnessing some netural
spactacle, be it the exciterment of watching a
graen turtle nest on a remote beach halfway
round the world, or treefrogs singing of sax in a
pingawoods breading pond. or the blight-caused
logs of Spanlsh moss in his Florida beckyard.
Feopde loved Archia, Thay came from all over to
meat thair favourite nature writer, and a legion of
graduste and wndergraduate students became
devotess,

Archie said he firet developed an intarest in sea
wrtles whila working on the Hendbook of Turties,
That interest naver diminshed in 30 years of
pursulng these reptiles throughowt the Caribbean,
on bath shores of Central America, and on remote
islands off Auswalia and in the mid-Atlantic. To
most people he was ‘Mr Sea Turtle®. Many of the
pecple who werk with sea turtles today are
former studants. Wirtually all are correspondents.
Little wonder that the S5C turned to Archie whean
it naeded a chairman for its Marine Turtla
Specialist Group, o position he hald for almost

two decades.,

The more that Archie and his colleagues
learned about sea-turtle biclogy, the more
impoasible the task of consarving these sea-going
reptilaz  eeemed 10  becomse, What other
conservationists are faced with the task of
conserving an animal that takes 30 o 50 years to
reach sexual maturity, Archie persisted. He met
with lagislators to persuade them to protect
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rookery beaches, with wildlite officials to develop
management programmes for the species, and
with  industry Ibaders to  curtail | the
owergxploitation of the resource for short-tarm
econamic gain. He was most persuasive when
pleading for an end to the frivelous diversion of
sga-turtle meat from tropical coastal people to
aupplying the dinner tables of the wealthy in
Eurgpe and North Americe. He was convinced the
coestal people could have the protein they nesded
without destroying the resource base, i turtles
were cnly killed for local consumption and not for
sale, a5 thay had been for generations before
commercial axploitation arrived.

Archie disliked personal confrontation. He
made hig point through the loglc of his argument,
nat through loud tirades or personal attacks, and
he was as much admired by opponents as by
supporters. He had an extraordinary senze of
humear, which aften showed through his writings,
witness this description of the conservative
morphology of twurtles in Handbook of Turtles

'‘The Cenozolc came, and with it progreseive
drought, and the turtles joinad the great hegira of
swaap and forest animals to steppe and praivie,
and watched again as the mammals rose to
heights of evolutionary frenezy reminiscent of the
dinosaurs in thels day, and sweapt across the
grasgslands in an endiess cavaleade of restless,
warm-blooded types. Turtles went with them, as
tortoises now, with high shells and columnar,
elephantine fest, but always making as few
compromiess  as  possibla  with  the now
environmaent, for by now their architecture snd
their philoacphy hed been proved by the eons:
and there is no wonder that they just kesp on
watching ae Cohlppus begat Man o' War and a
mob of Irresponsible and shifty-eyed little shraws
swarmed down out of the trees to chip at stones,
and fldget around fires, and build atom bombs,”

For his research on sea turtles, and his
congervation alforts in their behalf, Archis was
awarded the Gold Medel of the World Wildlifa
Fund {1873), the Edward W. Browning Award
{1975}, tha Order of the Golden Ark [1978), the
Gold Medal of the Mew York Zoological Sociaty
{1978, shared jointly with his wife, Marjorial,
appointed S5C member of Honowr {1984), and
named Eminent Ecologist by the Ecological
Society of Amerlca (1987} To honour Archle and
to carry on his work, in 15986, the University of
Florida established the Center for Sea Turtle
Research, directed by Or Karen Bjorndal, one of
Hrchie's former students and present Chalrman of
the S5C Marine Turtle Speclalist Group.

Archie’s conservation interesis wers not
limited to sea wrtles. He felt just as passionately
about other species, and he was convinced that



wild creaturas and wild places are Impnrtant o
the well-being of mankind. When he begoan his
afforts on behall of turtles more than theee
decades ago, he was the only zoclogy professor
at the University of Florida who was a practising
conservationist, He did his research and than took
that extra step by wsing his findings o forestall
the loss of wild diversity, The general fealing in
the department at that tlme was that
conservation was all right for the wildlife
professors, but zoologists were supposed to be
Invalved In ‘pure’, mnot applied, research.
Howaver, in the last five years, with the rise of
conservation biology as a legitimate discipline,
Archie’s dedication hes been vindicated. He was
nat out of step. He was a pioneer, i just took that
long for the rast 1o catch wp.

Archie will not again lead gulet discussions on
a Costa Rlean mountain top or wisit remote
crecodile farms in Papua MNew Guinea, but
through his writings he will continua to convart
paople to the cause of conservation, and the
angoing programs he established will continue to
save sea turtles.

F. WAYMNE KING

Richard Fitter writas: ‘Master Turtlar’ was the
tithe given to Archia Carr by snother master
turtler, the late Tom Harrsson, and Archin was
indaad tha man everyona thoweght of as soon as
sea furtles were mentioned anywhere in the
world, We in the 55C were fortunate thet at the
Lucerna Ganeral Assembly of ILCH In 19686 our
than chairman, Sir Petor Scott, was able to
persuade him to chalr our new BMearne Turtle
Specialist Group, Later, Archie was helped in his
taak by Tom Harrlason as co-chairman lone of the
few really successful co-chairmanships in owr
higtory) and outlived Tom o remain chairman
until 1985, At all times he has been the
imgpiration of all merine turtle workers, bath
within and outside the S5C,

Hiz autstanding contribution to turtle research
and conservation wes to found the Caribbean
Conservition Corporation in 1959 and direct its
Graan Turtle Research Station at Toruguera an
the Caribbean coast of Costa Rica, Only guite
recanthy was ha sbla to aolve one of the great
mysteries of turtla biolegy: where do hatchling
turtles spend their first three or four years. In
BioSciense in 1986, he demonstrated that they
swim straight out to ses to apend thess years in
‘downwellings’, areas where saveral currants
converge and in which they circle the Atlantic in
the Gulf Stream and its eddies, His superb book
So Excelent a Fizshe |1967) ranks a8 one of tha
half-doren outstanding natural history books of
the cantury.
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DR SALIM ALI
1896 - 1987

Or Salim All, the doyen of India’'s omithobogists
and conservationists, who diad in June, will be
chiefly remembared for hiz predominant part in
the ten-volume Hendbook of the Birds of India and
Pakiztan, which he produced with the assistance
of Or Dillon Ripley between 1968 and 1574, At
the time of his death, he was stlll working on
violume B of a revised adition.

Bornin Bombay in 1896, he woarked for virtualby
the whole of his sdult life az an omithologist,
making numarous expeditions to ofl parts of the
subcontinent. This extensive field work was tha
baesis of his many books, not only on the birds of
reglone such as Karala and Sikkim, but alzo of his
piarseer field guide, A Book of fncfan Sirds (1941),
supplemernted by indizn Al Bivds (1945). He was
for many years a pillar of the Bombay Matural
Hizgtory Society, and finally ite Presidest, Among
mamy other achievements, he playved a key part in
zaving the waorld-famous Bharatpur Sanctuary in
Aajasthan,

He was much honowred in his own country,
notably by being made Padme Bhushan for
digtimguizghed service to Indian amithology, and
lstar a mambar of tha Rajys Sabhe, the upper
hegislative chamber. His many  international
honours and awards included IUCH's John C.
Phillips Medal in 1969, the Insignia of Officer in
the Netheriands Order of the Golden Ark in 1973
and the J. Peul Getty Imternaticnal Prize for
Wildlife Congervation in 1876, He was
particularly proud of being the first mon-Britlsh
recipient of the Union Medal of the British
Ornithologists” Union in 1867, Indeed, in his very
readable autobiography, The Fal of o Sparow
(1885), he was sble to list 18 awsards, 'to prove
to Doubting Thomases like some of my late
lemented elders that evan such a seamingly futile
oooupition a5 birdwatching is not entirely barren
of rewards if purswsed with persigtence and
dedication” — a remark that was typical of his
wiryly humorous approach to life.

RICHARD FITTER

Zafar Futehally, who spent many hours with
Salim Al in the field, writes: Salim Ali's capacity
to spot birds always amazed people. Once wa
came across 8 few yellow-wattled lapwings
Vanallus malabarcws in a fallow field, Salim stood
a while scanning the ground and then sald ‘Aha,
there iz a nest’, and advanced 150 vards until he




