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pEs L wWrRoTE T hie Riddle ol e Brd
[1.'1" several v e i secimed 1
mie that the mvstery this o !I|.|-|'l|1. 5
|1n'|.1:fi|:|lr=| haihags wioulel |-|.|.-.-.|_- towant for ats salu-
tion until somehody stumblod on masees of Rid
b _1_l_|'.1:|.;_|_|rt'|.| up inan o erbooked place, |.IL'I"|"'|.".I"'!|-L"'|'_'.'
carrybng ot thele sex sites inoswevet. Bt instead
of comimg mow burst of light the answee is just
irickling in a5 time pocs by, We lnally koo For
sure that Ihidleys come in fwn sexes, We know
how big they are when they start w0 breed and
what the |:|.le]:[||1#; Tiwaks like. Places where Bid-
levs 10 '-'|'.\.1Ir||1lr;lg. mshesre o nest bave boeen fouend
along the Coull eosst i Vernens, seowe: kow
they are ahble, st besst occasionally, o reproguce
their kined. The mystery has dwindled, ond what
semidns to be done is G in gaps und clear up
sty umderkainbics, ancl - above all o leam howe
th ~.L||11p'. nosting that s on, o the only
places it's koowm to goon atall, coukd furnish all
the Ridleys that tum up in Floride and along
the Atlantie coast, amd oo diwn the Gull Sueam
in the British Isles.
Daring Avgrost and Sepensher, 1960, 1 imale
a sca turtle reconnassance on the Pacilic Coast of
Mexice, mivelling with oy family by war fom
the level of Fermisille down thisugh Sonora
amel Smalkeo oo San Blas i Mavarin '-.I-I'lt_'.. the
trip was just an offort o beam »:rlnl.'l:l:li:ll!_; i st
s Flrlnrl:r Lowwmnnn sesn oo Booamn there, B a
e special aim wag to brogden my acguamtance
weith the Pacile Bidley, in the hope tat ghis
might help me vmlendand its clusive. nelative
the Atlnneie mnd Gull’ of Aexivo, In bath
warns the rip turmed oud i beea warth while ven
pure. il its aftermaih hrcmiglie ikl cerinebdenial
developments, as 1 shall ell.¥
It i 630 miles Foom Kimo Bay dinvn the coast
e San Blas, pare of the way alosg the castern
shore of the Gulf of Calitornia, part along
heaches of the open Pacific, b all this wermitory
the enly turtles 1 lound regularly were the Crcen
{Cleeloia s and the Ridley ¢ Lepidochedys), The
Pranklack amd Pawkshill were known o the
2 T F:i.i:'ll. of the Radler,”" by Aihie Cadr, dadany Eaugdows,
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[reopde, but evidenly oy s strapebers. Mibisly

seemeil o ko the Logeerhead wrall The enly
brveling  residens —more prohabdy, o periedic
migratnry vVisiior — ke Bidlev, | lere amd thene
I heard munsors of ssesting by wiher sen turtles. bu
whenever these slores |.'|1|.|||;] b run down they
proved o mvolve confosced erminelogy or bocali
Eivs, ar fa b l.mnph!uh irrespomsible, At Kine
Bay, the Creen Turtle wis ahandant, bt e
fine acenn beaeh that mins for miles Trom Pocne
Kine ro the enpny freeanndery ok King Muacvo
wiks 1rl'.'|n:|_i'|.'lf. unimarked by trails, amd |'|u|‘r|:|df;'
there Enesw anveling ot all of =0 porele nusting.
Chir mortlernmost nesting. olservations were
e inglae Alpeatlon ores, From there soush
ward all sectioms of the shore are cvidently visitel
b mesting Ridlevs cach year. Their coming our
is oy thinsprond, though. . Nowhere i there
traffic o compare with thar o rokerics of e
laspaerhweaed and Gireen Torthe, At Los Serrites, a
fowr miles sorth ol Slasadon, oi the |'||_-.g|._ i L
season and with moon and tide juse a5 the cop
livissters =il thev vl o be we B oos IS
puirtles weiels hankerings For Inmd. by four purtles
nester] in three niohis on 200 miles of heach, At
Sabale, between Los Serrives and tewvn, none
nestedd on o mile of shore during the sme e,
O mile and o bl oF bl near San Blis,
three tuales pestd in three nights amd ae Ma-
panehen noear el s |.'|l1. aies mile v ol e
mest an o night, Ao place called Tambarimo,
_II1.‘~I mskath ol 11--!'!-!]1:-“1-. a vareful search over
mile ol hich ocean heach that the people wld me
was a g plawce Tor rortles sheawed o trce of
turthes ar ol e the ome house nearhy the Farmer
toled mac the only traeks he bited sem n:'f.'l.‘:u[if.' Wi
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thewe o twor golfinas (Ridhevs ) Do had Touml
mesting two wecks biefore swlies T osen bl
arnividd an the beneli.

Wi el imakine an acral vy ail gl
ewvhes okl e hie aemprrsssa thae iliey e
aliwei 1 |||'|||'|i.|_!|_-||, chevaneh el et acdiv iy, I lwe
BicHley s sopefarively Bk ||-'l|||_ .-r|r! il
sann] el s slhires s e amad Blaky, that

Left — Side view of o mafure lemale Atlantic Ridl
from 5, Petersburg, Florida, lorgesi Dr, Corr his
seen. If weighed 23 [hs, Right — Moture male Pocil o

Ridley. Rough patches on the shell ore red olgo .,
Filvafan by ohe avtiar

ircks m Y 1|h.!-|1|u."|r complesely during the day
Fiol lovw i wlae emernsence of the furile, A track
coint macke from the air, or cven alioor, will usu-
ally lew only vmils T the night before; while
at rskerics of the other te mirles an accumula-
tinn of all trcks made since the lxsa heavy rain
muy be seen. Even mking this into considerstion.
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what 1 saw o Sinalos and Navarie courtship .
seemoed o indicate that nesting setivite theve & N miles
very thinly sproad. CAugust |

A tenddency o salitary nesting mav be the mbe copulating

for the Ridley throughout fs vast geographic
range,  Dhuring the helghe of the breeding season
in Casta Rica. foe instance, a female that my wife
i 1 boumd on Avpesg 10, 1957 (11 ALY,
was the only sign of nesting on two mikes of
heach between San Isidro and Cardeal Onear
Panta Arenas?. In Guatemala, although Ridley
cius were commen in the markets during carly
September, 1959, and although people at the pore
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the day ub Ham Jose wold me the wrdes olten nested on
\ track ' beaches Iv the twwan, 1 saw no wacks in o mile
il vsu- i and a half there on Seprember 9, When ©harles
it whiles | Bergert and 1 visited the Guerrens conss n 1952,
cumnla- H Hid!t':-'a were nesting bush e F'I.a:.'u Encunmada
A% rain | el of .r'!.L‘-aEmErn aned ik Pre b T Cuessn morels
eratiom, Li. ol it There were cpgs in the e, und since

the poagle were Rillinge all rwrtles thut CIered,
the discarded shells puve @ eovghided of ghe
amwant of vesting going on, Such evidenco as
1his, wned the bl colsCensus seem b show that
festang i everywhere scant and scattensd,
Druring early August, 1960, | heard that liapge
s s of - e prtirs of sca turthes wene being
won b commercial and sports. fishermen off
Comymas and Magathn, loping to abserve

Lelf — The Aflantie Ridley shoewn obove, for com-
Rurisen of its sithowelte with that of the Pacific Rid-
ley on the right, The latter shows o choracleristic
feticning of the high, middle part of the shall.

[T PEAA R PPy

i st it l.".||i|| atieh e, | s b crises — some
TR Uaniles o all < ofl M, O gl firad twigs
w223 thwew puirs sl Bidlioe wene soep

tiligting, el stnghe b wens bl D

I i o B kel 15 oo oui — awin smossed i suluwmils,

e ks st @ fome e momeos thes se
hes b Bavee s nnvaw e edae oillshose. O
F sovtan] eruiae  August 2600 Dirthes were even
| il srecabiviehent; I o soctices abig G0 clilfereny
el Pilividils wene sishied Indween 12 andd X5
Thacld van edlisherre i bl s erupsing. A tlee
2 ey e were alooe, however, evidently having
iy et v e beewthe while Foedine, Tt & hond 1o

ricoaseibe this comnentratbon of sexully it
Ridlevs offshese with the feehle show of nostin
activity o Ehwe besehes,

Mast of these wunbes wese casaly approgached
anel i ledd ahoarnd with o leng-hamadbed ol lowk.
P back hall of the shell oF sevceal of them
wits dull ved, as i bloody from an isjury, | hove
ulten seen fenule Cireen Turtles ar milings fime
Bloediog from wounds made In the Toag uri
pling nadls of the male and thought the red Rid
levs might hove been injurcd this way. W
caught ome of them and Tound the cober o e
cavsed by eocrusting red wlgae,

Stonsch contents of the Atlintic Ridley anc
usasally found o consist o crabs, Two Maeatln
turtles taken respectively 10 dmd 14 miles olf-
shore hund eaten nothing bat tiny shrimp whicly
packed the gut o distension, The iverge hody
length of the sheimp was only abour an inch,
and when 1 expressed surprise thut o bis-jawed
Rbdbey should be able o feed ivelf on suel Limy,

agibe prey the fishermen wbd owe that the rles
eid, ot sheimp, but Sowe {moss — Glanmentons
algaed ' in which 1he shtimp ure thickly en-
tanglod. | donln that, Exvept fora lfow bnwn
blatments it seemed 0w ol broken off
shrimp nmeime, there wis mothing plant-ike
b thee sgovichs o1 gl — |l|t|1_. hundeeds of e Lis-
He shrimp, all of which had bheen svallmed
whiibe,

Part of the mystery thn has surmunded dhe
Ecvelion Yilsins oF the il Fialles iy mierely
he-a sl of jes cisinselinatban 1o t:'i:-lll:',l't'};}lllu iq-:.
i gatherings at nesting Lo, | buemerly  dis.

- - |




vardiad this kiea because it seemed 1w imply thin
“iiEII:!!.S were simply being cverhenked in o the
mwkerics of the other species. With all the at-
tention these nesting gmunds wene getting this
seemel unfikely, Now, however, an accumula
tion ol steay focts shaonvs that Ridicvs nest regu-
larly if scaneringlv, along a section of the eoast
e the Canll ol Aexin |1::|'|:I|:.' as] et all '|:|3. ot laer
spocics, from Montepio, abrosst of the Tuxtlos
in Yeracrue o Pidee Iskamd, Toxas,

When a recent summary of information on the
Ficlloy gquestion wis |1u|1|i.nhu|. evidence of ness-
ing i o Locsalitios in Viesaornee 0 Amon L
archs, Sonela wed the Alviredo g was ovail
able. Widespread verhal reports of nesting by the
fewer avr Codeerra (as 1l Hil.”u_!. is called along the
Conll in Adeseeo? ob Aonkepss weee mentioned.
Loter, during Alav, [958, my Froemd Leomand
Coirnannadi vizgited MMomtepie of what, secording
pin ol worl, shewmsbd o hoen the betzhe of the

nesting sewaon, e found theve almost precisely

1

what 1 had found the vear befure st Anton
Lizarde, 100 miles to thie moct havard s the semains
b twer demnules Treshly Eilled while nesting, few
nther tracks on the heach, and the Incal people
ek scared by recent thrents of turtle-bow enforee-
meemt that litthe could be learned from them.
When these nesting records: began o tuem up
in Veracruz my attention was terrneed b0 Paddee
Island = the long: moresw shiver of pn offshore:
bar that runs [rom Corpus Christi oo Browmsville,
Texas —as a place that ought 1w be explored For
Ridiev neseing. Preliminary Inguine among local
fishormen thore was diEcoraging. Funpll;: whn
appeared 1w know the mase well were sure that
nar burtles nestesd on the island, But im 1959 Al
Koy Eoff of Grownsville, o graduate sowdent ar
the uniﬂ'ﬁitf.' of Florida, found 2 man swhn
revelled the cooss extensively in g Tench Fugq'g.f.
aned who said that ence ina while he saw turtle
tracks there, In September, 1964, after Truir-

lessly. canvassing people along the Padre Island
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beach, 1 comee wupon the shells of fve mature  Lawrence found not one amesting Feidley, bur o,
liaraale ﬁil.ﬂu}'x displayed for sale ina pift shap in om Erips two veacs apard, es detailod below,
Poat lsabel gt the wuthern end of the island. CL3 June 3, 19498, Padre Island, Big Shell
Lhwese sepresented more e Alantic Ridlevs — Banks, 6710 mile south of Obd Yarboswh Pass,
than 1 had seen in all oy vears of seurching.  which is 25 miles southwest Calons Padre Isband
Learning that they had heen caught by Mexican  Buasch) of Culf Besch Park, The latter & 23
| . i
» et i go e T e
{
|
]
1
shrimge lessts, | went denwn 1o the shrimp dicks These photogrophs of o Ridley nesting on
ditl shwawal the shells o the coowss They seemed  Padre Island, Toxas, were mode by Josse R,
it fumiline with the Kined of torthe representd,  Lowrence of Corpus Chelsti and ore the first
el g Jora or emarny, as they do in Verseruy,  ever made of the Atlantic Ridley's egg-laying.
il saie] it was the only common spocics thens Piatiu frame dinsy K- fataTeny
ot ol that they swally ool it wlien (]
roolimt inshore in sprime and enrdy sumimicr
hie saich that when Butchercd the wnles ofen
i Dol b Dt shelleed v o ghem.
L my return o Flerda Meo Liarry Ourpen
ackend o Tevt oat Tom: under me by calling
anteantien fekdanie ob e Mew Yook Zodoical
Fooony's papers (Werler, John E., 1951, e
st a4l 30, 6. 4 - AT 48, l.."'l:'i'l'I]!lll:'ll.'I:l. LT
doeal b o, velliss ol e obsarcing by &l
A 1 Lamrence of Corpus Chirisai, Texas, of o
Fidlew nestimar on Pudne Teland, [ ag oace pele
fined Mr Tavrence, whinis County Engineer,
P iy Bk v the pertinent e, teethe
e wnesragle solstantiating the ident il
t el semd them deome Dopaeas oog e A
11
¥
—'ﬁ —




Eggs from the nest of the Allantic Ridley dis-
covared on Podre lsland were dug up and in-
cwbaled on fwo secasions, and & lolal of soven
hatched after 58-62 days. This Is one of them.

Phuts frme oo W badrawe

mmiles swrthense Cdown .:'ﬂu::[l.rn:.;_ Lslaned Bieach™
ol Port Avamsus Pass. A tuntle sweighing abouw
B pmaneke faid nhowt W00 vpos i@ hele some
B b B dnches in dinmeter, 15 inches sheep, and
“helled o ar bontom, located 50 vands abeove
high tide. Eighteen eoee dug i andd incubated
in o bucker of wnd, after 58 davs prowlsccd vwn
ligtle turthes. A photograph of one of these,
clearty o Ridlev, was neproduced in a newspager
account, 1 clipping of which AMe. Lavnence sone
e, This i the st published recond of nesting
by the Ak Ridley,

2 |||I-|."I:|.' 23,0950, Padre Tslond, 22 miles
sauth of Gl Beach Park Csee shovel, “aboot
anile inside Lk Shell Banks” A e wiriarh-
g alwur 100 poumls fasd abour 100 cir, - of
which 27 were taben 1o Corpus Chedsti and pur
ine - besket of =and, Tive of tlose hotehed. beiin

12

ning July 35 Cafter 62 days).. Mr Lagrence's
excellent pictures of the mesting turthe ane the
hrst ever made.

The wips on which the abewe observations
were secorched were made by jeep. from Corpas
Christi, for the purpose of gathering data for o
propased road Tom Port Aransas 1o Pore Tsabel,
Mo ather turtls or tcks were seen, The most
surprising leature of Mr. Liurence’s abservations
was thist bath tntles were found nesting in the
daveime, wn  occurrence extremely  infrequent
among other species, (f hundreds of nesting
turthes | have seen, none has been on the heach
earlier than twilight or later than gray dawn,

It niw seems rensonable w0 offer as partial
explanation of the durshility of the “Ridley hy's-
bery” these Factors: 17 sentiored neshng eimer-
genoevs, with oo mokeries Tormed: €20 lighaly
cut emergence trails; easily obliteroted by natweal
canses. (30 a mesting range eomprising little
visited. and in some cases, almest inaceesihle
shores, such us Padre Island and parts of the Gulf
Clst of Mexico: £47 nesting by davlight.




