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LOMNG-RANGE RECOVERY OF A TAGGED vEARLING Chelonia

Dwring the past [2 vears Carr (¢ff 1968) bas besn
directly or indirectly involved in projects in which
some eight thousand sea turtles, belonging ta all the
five recopnized penéra and in various stapes of devel-
opment, have been tagged.f As a rule, 1o be of value
the results of sich programmes must accumulate in
volume, Onwe ina whils, however, special circumstances
impart special significance to individual tag recoveries.
For example, the first recovery from the tagging
programme begun in 1955 at the Tortuguero nesting
ground of Chelonis In Costa Bica, was made in the
Miskito Cays, off Micaragua, precisely where wide-
spread local belief held that the Tortuguero hreeﬂin'g
colony came from (Carr & Giovannoli, 1957). The
return was thus the first firm corroboration that
Chelonda 5 o migratory animal. Another such case
was one of Peter C, H, Prifchard’s tags that came hack
when a Green Turtle (Chelonia mydas), tagged at Bigi
Santi Beach, Surinam, was metaken & weeks later
1000 miles (1600 km) opstream in the Equatorial
Current, across the Equator, near San Luis, Brazil
(Pritchard, .in press). This sogzested that Braziian
turtles are recruited from two widely-separated nesting
grounds: the Surinam rookery and that revealed by
pur garlier tagging project of Ascension Island (Carr
& Hirth, 1962; Carr, 1966), Dual recruitment on
residence. grounds had not been indicated before,

A recovery of comparable importance has just been
made on the Atlantic coast of the United States. A
yearling Green Turtle that Sweat tagped and released
at Bahia Honda State Park in the lower Florida Keys,
en 17 October 1967, was retaken by Mr E. G.
Williams, Jr, in a trap-net 7 1/2 miles (12 km) off Cape
Hatteras Light in Pamlico Sound, Morth Caroling, on
15 November 1968—more than B00 miles {12580 km)
from the place of release, The recoversd turtle was
one of 200 brought to Florida on 8 October 1966,
when about two weeks old, by Operation Green Turile
from the haichery of the Caribbean Conservation
Corporation at Tortuguero, Costa Rica, and kepl by
Sweal in a tank at the Key West laboratory of the
Florida Board of Conservation for the 12 months
prior to release. The shell of the Turtle recovered was
|88 cm in overall straight-line length at the time it
was Teleased ; its weight was 764 prams.

Mr Williams said the tagged Green Turtle was
taken in a trap=nel with another Green Turtle of almost
the same shell-length, and corroborated other reports
Carr has heard that ‘lady-turtles’—as yvoung Gresn
Turtles are called on the Morth Caroling coast, in
refercnce to their smaller size, trim heads, and comely
aspect as compired with the Atlantic Loggerhead—are
[requently taken there in November, They penerally
arrive in-small bands and are always immatuee.

The implications of this recovery go considerably
beyond mere evidence that a Green Turtle reared in
caplivity has the ability to cope with feeding and

¥ Cart's contabution was supported by grants from the
Mational Science Foundation, the Office of Maval Research,
und the Caribbean Conservation Corporaticn.
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Fig. 1, Sketch-map indicating the polnis af releaze (below)
and recapture (above) in the southeastern United Stages.
sheltering probléms through long distances and long
perieds of time: for they also suggest that pen-reared
young of this strongly migratory species may be able
to catch up with the usual developmental migration of
their kind. The indications of the viability of released
pen-reared Green Turtles is of importance both to the
campaign to preserve the waning species by rearing
the young past the critically vulnerable early months
of life, and to the effort to solve problems of the
ecological geography of first-year Chefonia which

remain wholly unknown in this respect.
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ppee 1w 1 e Riddle of e “id
by several yoams ngo it seomed #
mie that the mvsteey this sc lml't 5
|1n'|.'|:|.i|:|g baibies wonled btk o et Bow s ey
tiom until somehody sumblod on masses of Rid
bevs gonged wp in an overlooked place. perversely
waery g ot thetr sex rites in sweeet. Bat instesd
of comimg moo burs of lghe the answer is jus
prsckling in s time woes by, We linally knamy Lor
sure that Midleys come in two sexes, We knone
how big they are when they st w breed and
what the ||.:lLJ:|.||:E| fonks like: Phices where Fid-
lews s sparinuby ashore to nest bave boen fouaend
along the Cull coust in Vemenm, se we ke
they are ahble, ot beast occasionally, o reproguce
their kinel. The mystery has dwindled, and what
semidms o be done §s Gl in gaps and clear op
stry umeerbiintics, ancl above all wo leam how
thi '\.L_||'|1|'|l. nesbing that aies on, e oly
places it's known 1o go on at all, coubd furnish all
the Ridleys that mum up in Floridn and along
the Atlantie coast, amd on dewn the Goll Scoeam
i the British 1sles.
Prarimg Avigust ond Seprember, 159060, 1 imnale
a soa turtle reconnaissance on the Piscific Coast of
Mexice, trovelling with oy Family e var from
the level of ermasillo down thinsaeh Sonors
amdd Sinalow o San Blas in H.l'..‘ll’ii. '1|1'ltl.. the
trip wus Just an effort b bam ».u|1|.-|.|:||:|||_ about
e |'|ru|r‘1] Eowmnn sea turele Froma there, Bur a
mire special aim was to beesden my acguamtiance
with the Pacifie Tidley, in the hope that this
might help me vmlendand s clusive nelative
i Adomiie andd Gall of Mexien, In Db
wans thie brip furmed out e Isea wodth while ven
puire. wiel it altermath b lie bl cevinwidenial
develipments. as 1 shall tell.d
It i 650 miles Frnm Kimo Bay dinvn the coast
to San Blas, part of the way alosgy the castern
shsre of thee Gulf of Californin, pent alowge
hesohes of thic open Pocibic, Enoall iz ferritory
the ey wrtdes 1 found regularly were the Geeen
L IfLIl’HfIl’.' 1 and the Ridley o rl'ﬂfllrl"tlu'll'l 1, The
Trunklack amd Hawhshill were knows to the
0 The Eilil'll. of the Radler,” by A Carr, cladasy’ Bougdos,
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