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on the beoches of Kure, but they're quick to woken ond fake

notice of o photographer. The 26 Coost Guardsmen live in &
smoll complex of low, concrete builldings, phota below.
I.IT-: . .. - " 2 : -
o b PN N ) L

beoch, whers gooney birds nest amidst the sweet olyssum.
Howaiion monk seals, phote af left, bask and snooze in the sun

Vardant noupoko seporates the airsirip on Kure Atall from the
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Hh‘“"m ar ﬂlﬂlhuhﬂmmm tive: He
%’ Seinii did its fishing boat patral.
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tl pick -an"
ers they are.




 James McCuen and Kim Pester, 11, on Midway. *j o
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By JOHN C, GIVEN
Advertiver Staff Writer
KURE ATOLL — The Russian navigator
name was Kure, Amrdlu;w :hg ..ur;

bhe was the man to lay eyes om this tiny
dollop of sand and serub brush
op . o about 1,200 miles

Actually, no one has confirmed that Kure (the

name And the first record of a landin
there is of 3 Sritish shipwieck < the HNS Gled:
stanes. in 1B3T.

Now, after a colorful history including a string
of wrecks over the ensulng Hﬂ vears, the site s
bome for a emall band of Coast Guardsmen, who
man a signal station that helps ships in the nres
Eeop an sourse. )

[ =ht's & beautlful island,” said Chief Electronie 'f

Technieian Keith Larson. 34. “There's groat safl- b

ing, and groat fishing. Bot after sbout & month E‘
- does el old.™"

And no wonder. Green Island — the islamd with-
hﬁm#mﬂwhr-urm:ndmmmﬂ
Live — ig anly 1% miles long and & half-mile wide,
. There's an airstrip. thres buildings,  a
rnn:mdmi.lmuﬂihnnmmmwthtmi
mates the island. =

There are gooney birds. wﬁnhmmh'ﬁrehaﬂ
mmumhtrl‘.ﬂnrm Hl\uulnmkum

1 Wednesday, June 25. 1978 HONOLULU Anmwm
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Quint Bailey, t

C.0.: ““If you're a
quiet type, if you like
to reflect and read,
it's net so bad.''
Then there are the
others who go ba-
nanas on Kuare Atell,

—_—

'II ou hunger
I::nd catch a

,ﬁﬂ < Im r::u
Yieky w&ﬁﬂ . if any air-
plares happen to be in b :

\Technically you're already there, since Kure
{ the City and County o
Atoll II i Lacl NS

e

Dﬂmr_wm the next best thing ls “dewmtown®
!.H"-ﬁl' 50-rmiles to the southeast — again, U you

~can lind 8 way o get there.

It sounds deadly, but in fact, some of the 20

_gﬂ.wmnu: ﬁﬂrtﬂﬂn‘lmhﬂ it all that much.

] like it.”" said Boatswaln's Mate Tommy
Michael, 31, “*Most of the guys who go there just
go 1o get their vear over with. But as {ar as the
island is eoncerned. I like it

“We've ﬂutm E&mﬂhgﬁn whalers. & u.t.:?
mhl s wWe Ccan use
”heuﬁfﬂllluihllhem-mhlﬁ

h tour o 16 months, because 1 neaded
muwmmmm ?

pother popular pastime is combing the

ches for glass balls that have broken loose

Japanese fishing nets.

: "fm- that's about the biggest thing going on
e, right now,

ever they [eel about beachcombing, tours
remote stations such as Kure are part of Coast
] life. As Michael put it: “The career guys
itl-,mmh;unnmrﬂrllhr“
the chance to save money, those who
rﬂ;ﬂnmr receive a0 exira 30 days leave

_on top of the 30 they already acerue.

1 lity thing,™ nu Lt. {jg) Quint
8 & parsona o

Bailey, 3. commanding
”Hmrraqunt Hmh’&-hrﬂtﬂmﬂ
it’s not s0 bad."” lﬁﬁaﬂﬂutmmllm:
0 are often content on Kore, are *guys who
it got divorces,
pu::-m!rh.mﬂ. Bailey said, “if re from
tllarmﬂ'llrtmﬂumhnnd ekiy-
Batley said he was happy to be there “because I
them 1 could get at this
Elage in my caresr.” Also, "I don't get any hassle
1 ﬂumn,whjehh a weleome change. They
ive me froe rein.”
 The voung commander acknowledged that while
_enjoy remote tours, and most endure them,
re are the other few who go bananas.
While |t hasn't happened during his tour, Balley
. i I think & man needs psychlatrie evalua-
u:;ul‘n:ndhlmﬂnht-hmhmwmnul
. Then the decision is his whether be comes
h:hmhmum"
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Grounded Shlp Threat
to Kure Atoll Wildlife

By Helen Altonn "‘q
Star-Bullotin Writer

Wildlife biclogists are
concerned about possible
harm to rare wildife on
KHure Atall — northern-

most of the Hawaiian Is-

Although Kure has
endangered speeies of
the atoll is ot

T'lur State Fizh and
has pro-

miWhmr

hﬂﬂﬂlhﬂmm
the State — [ndludin

thl:lwi:ﬂaf he said,
:ﬂ'i a good question
'8 it
(Hure)."
James J. Detor, land

management administra-
,H:ﬂ:iﬁ ﬂaquta

Iy is under that
department’s :‘urhdhﬂm.

HE SAID EKURE s
cloger to Tokyo thnu r
Honolulu is to Los An-
ﬁ:{:: It is 2.488 mlhs
Tokyo while Hong-

est _years here.”

Schmitt said the Kore
Atoll ls more than 50
miles beyond Midway,
which also was omitted

of from the wildlife refuges.

Both Hure and French |

!ﬂﬂam&humau
agtions of Coast

ardsmen — 28 at
French Frigate Shoals

and 29 on Kure in 1974,

Schmitt said.

Schmitt keeps statistics
on dizasters in Hawall
which are ina
data book. He said the
Houei Maro grounding
and lose of 17 érew mem-
bers "‘is the M-
rine disaster in recent
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most tnu.gmﬂcant is Ocean {or Eum} Iﬂm g
a tny speck on the watery “Hmﬂimwtﬂn:'.ﬁﬂ
tnesvery tip of the Hawalian: chain.— £

T..=-. i

Yetfurapmmthuahrrniﬂlhhﬁe o
ren,. desolate atoll has no pamlla]...@ -

I eall it Casthway Iulami._-ﬂacauaa hm'
iﬂﬂﬂmﬂtsﬂﬂmcivﬂlﬂﬂun,uartnpn_i _|_.
sand- hardly 10 feetabowve sealevel,” there. =
EIEMMM;:T:

d el S

=S -
O OTHER atoll fn-the Pacific uu e P
a record, But a more unlikely spot for a half-
drowned castaway would be difficult ta il'i'hil-__-_- i
rine, -The island, made of coral and seas =
tnélla, iz three -miles: long and half a rn'!.uu-"'
wide. Thers is no- fresh water. No edible
plants grow thera. . 3

Probably the resson so many ol uihrpg:E-:
have ended their days on this dresry spat = -
is hécause Ocvean Island has no right to be-
thare, Wha would _ever drearm. of . poing. =0
aground in the middle of the Pacific owver
00 miles to the northwest of Honolulu?.
i H* * et .':-.L:-
IMAGINE the consternation of the crew -
of the British' whaler Gledstanes whea she
stugk fast on the reel about midnight om:s
. Dme erew memper who had been:
drinking jumped ovecboard to save himssif .
Ha was never seen-agail. . -
Captain John R.=Brown and the rest Ell
the crew swam ko the island, The next morn- -
ing they sopw what a predicament they were-
in, The shlp was stuck fast on a coral reef
thut mads a hoge circle 16 miles. across..
The istand was part of the reef.
by * 0 W .3 -
FOR S[X MONTHS Capt, Brown ond his
erew livad on thiz desert island sabing tartle
anil fish and drinking bracklsh water.
Mennwhile, they pulled the ship apsrt and
built & small schoomer, Fma]]j' on Dec, 15,
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T”’Bmﬂm. s+ nl'uel’ mat: and ulgm#mm ‘F’ ﬁ;&u
o, ';_-aallal:l for- Huunlulu it g thifﬂug' ;
S They made ik .lmﬂ,. ‘months  later. the . ey left the island, a:tif

=-~= " British - Consul in Hawall  sent a_ vessal to sea fowls and 60 seals wiy .
&[mnk up the: rest ol the: crew. . £ They drank brm:k:sh E-r'?'
il LD el
T ; = TiRE- ,
TH.&T TII:&EE:DT Ht- thl Pﬂﬂ&l’ﬂ ﬂf win- wmed ashore th'E:f' ﬂﬂt f§ 'v_
tlanna .and “hardship-that was to plagm the - s huilﬁ:lng rnatm'la]x. b
1 w Amgtnanwhahr PE:HI.' Hala i il il
*:_ﬁtruckthe a}?uuthg!ltnﬂlaafmmm'- * * -- bR
"~ The wind was blowing a ale. *wnmn 45 es-made on hits ‘of m—
mmutaa Hlﬂ.-ﬁhlp was & total wreck. } e d'_ﬂmﬂﬂt birds hoping e ;.-
; Meanwhile, the first. mata and bwa u:niluru. mﬂl halp. Mothing hagpe
%ﬁmnﬁaﬂfum lifeboat, Tt was ‘immediately = The men had Tsaved [ bt
W‘-"ﬁ ‘against the side of the ship. A sirong morning and every wem h-[
_eurrent carried the wrecked boat away from Smith held services.
-ih&qh:p out. to sed, thru men -clinging to stood waich for a 9“55-
hm“!ﬂ _ _On April 16, 1843 2 - Q
1. !
A b= = But-l:hawascdmadt-
E"’* B 20 ik * Ko . iisland and the spll di i
_ THE REST uE the urew, 2% men, ‘cut the  darkness. The next mor
“masts and tnade a raft of spars. On this back and the costaways
_’d:a:.rputuutﬁwthalslam The current pow = Lo =
na.'rrled the lifehoat: back- close to the. raft. o
' Ona sailor swam-to the raft. ThEﬂ:L. the BUT THEIR hardahip
lteboat was swept away and the ntha-r Ewo ship was" the ; Jarmes stewa
- men: were Bever-seen again ':rl:uu:::li mrtul:n a w};nqe_ r:::;
Eaptn I, CArpeniar
Hemrhﬂa the current threatened ko car- boy and mnl:inued on her. wa
_-:j’dmmftnwajr from the island. The men
* desperately threw ont an anchor.They were. “RHE']::::';; ;‘;:ni:ﬂm 1";1'
uurthak raft eight da and seven nights. . 3 o i
s . eatton  clething.  And her akip
e to pick up the survivors on b
EVERY MOMENT was a battle to keep Twenty men continued 5o was
from being swept far out to sea. They finaily : . & "
reached the island by warping . . . one man ON MAY 2, the Amerlena y
would take ‘thE line and zwim abead wikh gau - ouk of MNew PBadford d
It, then fix it to the bottom. wt‘ﬂtﬂhﬂi orew om Oosan Isl
Men on the raft would puil it ahead fo them all off. The Captain cl
where the anchor was stuck. Then the pro- them and gave them' passag
cedura started over again. But dig those months of 1
From the ship they had saved ounly the those sailors a lesson? O col
y clothing on their backs and no water. They 15 landed In Honolula, The ro
did manage to lish a 20-pound cask of salt of tha Parker signad on abos
beef and one peck of beans from the ocean. foF two more years o sed.
Fverything alse wad swepl IwWBY. . & + e
* % ok W {Mext week: Two amireln
ON THE ISLAND they found & doe left open boat across 10060 miles
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REMOTE HAWAIIAN ISLAND—Kure Atoll, 1,200 miles northwest of Qahu, is oval-shaped with
a nearly continuous coral reef enclosing a shallow lagoon. The only permanent land is Green

i

e

Friday, Jamuary 3, 1984 A Stﬂl":ﬁll“ﬂm '

Islond, whers the Coost Guard operates a navigation station, —Star-Bulletin Photos by



"~ Morale Is Main Pr_obl_em on qﬁfﬁi‘ﬂ”

' mittee.” The committee recently _fishing vessel Houei
By Helen Altonn o Some moris Sauip. b which Yt Sgnound e

iy pe

mile wide.



in the Mfddlel of Nowhere’

Bk : to the local grocery store, and

state De  PROUD MOM—A Laysan
e Albatross stands up in her

mﬂﬂ'l;wizﬂ h:n HH.TI'I'E
1 y rd an e k-foo

it

urned by

and et
o “Tm David  westhers. o
or ra
Ogawa, works m':iﬁ'n on watch,” he %%
Is dif-  like we're wﬂ the



. Plants, Animals a Chance
Praised for Helping 'rn Prntect Endangered Species

birds and shore birds four years
pgoand 27 monk seals were
1002 on Gresn

counted o Jul

] latl.;?tlhemﬂ rislands in the
a ot

L He sald tha e warking at

| the Coast G “are our
it | uhaeners becuuse they are

going to EH:]I. aress,
( :hﬁlm v “lenrned

1o m-e::lcst" 'Imh th.e pmﬂe

He zaid the Coast Guoard
soninel are “more ecologically at—

B

the

every wee
Mtﬂrthehlrds-.
mﬂ."w‘eﬂummmdﬂ

e officials.

al Baito, district wildlife
de 20 aduit and

tume’ than t
and th miupt .
which until

i =

three
plants and rodents are the main
th}*i&ts to the natlve plants, he
s

He noted ants on the breists
of nesting birds bat said he
doesn’t think that's a problem.
“When the chicks hateh they are

VETY wlnerahle. he said. “Bui
theze have heen veg' gueempaefil
nésts all these ¥

Saito sakd the vnung birds re-
main about five months after
they are haiched. Then they
roam the ocean mrsu:m-man
vears. They become sexually ma-
ture during that time and then
return to island where they
were born 0 bresd.

The albatrosses are cafled goo-
neys because they waddlie on

u

llnr.‘l Walker explained. But he

d, *When they get in the air,
in motion.
Y.

%_WIE ME“EIH’ e

EHITGE&]DIHBEMHGWH
C-130s land.

a\rnid au'lkin fl in hirda.
hivi u& Fw—ﬁga—pun

ﬂﬂmtnltm are
mlkﬂ-nng'lhumnhuand I

they are cautioned not to ap-
, proach the seals or the birds.

“The Coast Guard has been a

lot more cooperative, not
us hut in not dist

ﬁw " zafd Willlam Gi
martin, 'ilﬂatilﬂ'ﬂ biclogist at the
Natbonal Marine Fisherfes Serv-
ice’s Honolulo laboratory.
Gilmartin heads the laborato-
B e
which inr:{_uda% 'I“l Hnnlllt:rsa.lf
v
Hetmrer}‘ ea ey B a

Lo [Jl'ﬂal‘:t female seal p&p&

they can take

selves,

Hawaiian monk seal FEII.

l{m have decreassd

m%tllunmuayuhmm
an average of four

url'h'e& vear,  Gilmartin - said.

Hut he mld the head start
m;llect “hes heen real soccess-

0Of 13 females raised in the
enclogure, 12 are #il ative @
Kure, he sakd.

The NMFS sclentists also have
been eollecting endangered saal
ops  from’ French

-3

pals; After "fattening t em
in Hl:rmtu]u. the pups ar
: 1o Kure, where |Bgy nave
a better chanee (o survive,
“Essentially, we sare doubling
mtuthe pulrtion at Kure nﬁ
artin said. “We.
'Dr‘ill rn to start
pg?nt:m ng once
animals start Jeproducing.”

the number of females being
)



- Pacific Refuge O

BALLPLAYER—A
tetherball, somefi

ffers Rare
Coast Guard

By Helen Altonn
Star-Bulletin Writer

month breeding
—They are hecause
the i5 2 state wildlife
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off for the
Might to Oahu, and the
ay will be left to alba-

1 -*‘i:ll

e = -"l-i e
Mﬁfm ‘?/r l/?z%

Kure, named after a Russian navi-
gatar who may actually not have
seent i, will become an-unstaffed
siae of Hawall wildlife refuge left
alohe except for dozens of Hawalian
monk seals, hundreds of sea turtles
a.ng mﬂllum of seehirds nd' 13 dEHEE-

It 1e a wild
place. All greens and bl'uﬂ and
ing whiteg A stunning lagoon, clear
as the air on & summer day.

The lagoon |z plaeld and pale
green In calm weather, but wind-
whipped wet and bracing in the

ez of winler, according to

uard personnel who once
gerved year-lang tours of
duty here.

Enast

T i

B State wants pristine refuge / Page A10°
B Coast Guard's changing role / Page A10

Blg#uhum!l’ulmn

| :nmﬁmmmq-m

“of tranguility, but where ‘Elg"tiéﬁf‘"‘“

gharks comie In the summer o feed
on albatross chicks testing thelr

Eure 15 the site of famous sh
wrecks, one of which is still
on the reef,

The Houel Maru No. 5 left Mid-
gy o M

gFhorm,

ship was aground on the Kure reef.
Its 17 erew mombers were not
aboard, and were never seen again.

The advent of the radio naviga-
tion system, LORAN (Long Range
Aids to Navigation), prompted the
Coast Guard to open its station at
Kure in 1961. Today, satellite navi-
pgation has bypassed the need for

See Kure, Page A1l
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Rats, trees making it tough
to leave Kure Atoll pristine

By Jan TenBruggencate
Advertiser Kausi Burean

KUHRE ATOLL, Northwest-
ern Hewaiian Islands — 'The
gtate wants to create an un-
staffed wildlife refuge at Eure
Atoll, and to make that work,
wantz to leave it a8 near as
possible to pristine.

Unfortunately, that’s not
nearly as pristine as wildlife
officiale would like,

After this week, there will
be no one on Kure. o
ers may wvisit for a couple
weeks only once a year.

This would be fine if Kure
eould be left the way it was
before the first humans visited,
The seabirds could fly in, nest
in the burrows, or on the
ground, or in the shrubbery,
just as they have for eons.

But Kure is not the way it
waz., Even on a small island
like Green Island,  the main: is-
land within the Kure lagoon,
alien species are competing
with native ones and changing
the environment.

There were, for instance, no
rate. When the Coast Guard
clowed its Kure LORAN station

¥ear, rals 'Were so COmMmon
that if vou sat in one place for

a while, you'd see them scurry-

lngﬂ‘nmplauemmmcw

operation with the L8

ment of Agriculture and

are trying to eradicate the rata
= gatimated in the tenz of
thousands = before humans
leave Kure,

They staried with extensive w

trepping along lines that criss-
croes the islind. Then they put
out plastic containers rat
poison. The containers were
od s0 birds would be un-
Thtngetatnléhepuim:.

e Lype polson
changed e few weeks, to
account for ‘that
rmn@imdt.hamaﬂ

ed one kind.

With three weeks o go be-
ﬁﬂlﬂhﬂﬂl mm"m

ntpnpuhﬂnnm

and there's-a chance of full
B ey, e

In case there are still some
rats around, additional poison
traps were to be left on the -
land after the last person left.
Rats are just one problem. has
Ancther 1s all the allen trees
that have becn planted around
the island, mainly by Coast
Guard officials tryving to make

il

Kure more pleasant,

To ensure they won't take
over the island, the nonnative
treea have been killed, includ-
ﬁ coconut: palms, ironwoods,

e lamani and othera.

Wildlife officlals have not vet
figured out what to do about
the golden crownbeard, a tall
plant with a pretty yel-
low flower., Scientists it
Verbeging encelioides.

It's been a wet vear at Kure,
and the verbesinag has grown

dense on the north=
ern half of Green Island. The
verbegina can grow so thick
that ground nesting and bur-
ruwing birda can’t nest in if,
and it's nol strong enough to
support the negis of shrub-
nesters. ¥

It ir out-competing the native

shrubs.

One thought is to bring in
Tots of e and simply pull
it up, Kennedy said. wai
tried in a zmall section of the
iﬂand. anw:l new verbealna. s

ﬁt a’mm& the Cms’r. Guard
stopped maintaining the
Green Ieland coral rumway, it
will be diffieult to get saffi-
cient numbers of people to the
igland for such a project.

Ulua still local brutes as fishing tales fade

KURE ATOLL, Northwaest-
ern Hawallan Islands = The
big fich story during the final
days of demolition at this re-
mote spotl wasn't the shark
that chased the lobster divers
ot of the water, or the mullet
g0 hig & man could carry only
geven of them, but the huge
ulia,

“l was in 3% feet of water
and ke followed me right in.
Hie belly was on the eand and
his fin was out of the water,”
zald one diver.

The big predator was behav-

his catch of multicolored uhu

peared. It attacked the speared
fish, and hit the belly out of
one of thom. The diver poked

the ulua with his spear, which ry

bounced off, The ulua left,

“That was ONE BIG FI5H"
the diver said. "I don't know
what I'd have done if the spear
had atuck.”

There won't be much more
fishing at Kure for long. The
fsland iz 1,400 miles from Hoe
noluly, a long u.iay by a‘:t-:l:ralt..
Ita rmlwg no longer will be

ing aggressively, #o the diver main

removed fish from hia stringer
and pushed them In the direc-
tion -of the ulus, The big ani-
mal ook them and swam
AWAY.

Another diver a day later
was swimming to shore with

It's also a long way by boat,
and there's no pafe annhnragﬂe.
The channel blasted for the
conatruction of the Coast
Guard station in 1961 has been
blocked by coral growth.

On top-of thatl, it's a siate

wildlife refuge, and one whose
m i theme will be the
m interferance . possi=
ble.

The state Division of Forest-
and Wildlife won't be giving
out many eniry permits, for
fear wvigitors will bother the

e
Even Hari Eojima, of the
ﬂi}ﬂﬂiﬂn am, “Let's Go
ng," 't get a4 permit.
The last anglers and divers
on Kure are the workers dis-
mantling the old Coast Guard
facility.
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Jﬂ P‘E& UMITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
et ; National Dceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NS/ HATONA IMpelE Filees seRvice
E01 W. Ocean Blvd., Sulte 4200
Long Beach, CA 90802-4213

AUE ¢ 7 1967 F/SWO033 : ETN

Captain C. W. Allison
Chief, Operations Division .
Fourteenth Coast CGuard District - Hi
300 Ala Mcoana Blwvd. ;__,;___
Honolulu, HI 96850-49B2

Dear Captain Allison: R ] 18

This letter provides the National Marine Fisheries Service’s
(WMFS) evaluation of the impacts of closing the U.S5. Coast Guard
(USCG) Loran Station at Kure Atoll on endangered Hawaiian monk
seals (Monachus schauinslandi) and threatened green turtles
(Chelonia mydas). Consultation pursuant to Section 7 of the
Endangered Species Act of 1973 was initiated on November 25, 1991
at a meeting with the U.S5. Cocast Guard where scheduling of the
station closure and concerns for Hawaiian meonk seal protection
wara discussed.

The proposed action is to close the Loran C Station on Green
Island at Kure Atoll, remove hazardous materials, and demolish
existing structures during two time frames. The first period of
demolition was scheduled from June 15 through July 31, 19%92.
During this time the transmitter and generator buildings were to
be stripped of wiring and equipment, the hazardous and non-
hazardous materials were to be sorted from the landfill and
either transported off-island or buried as appropriate, the
transmitter tower was to be demolished, and the ground radials,
guy cables and tower sections were to be removed from the island.
Tha line supplying the fuel tanks was to be cleaned and the
above-ground portion to the valve box removed. All fuel is
projected to be used by the end of October 1993. In the event
that there is remaining fuel it will be removed by a Coast Guard
buoy tender. All buildings were to be sealed before leaving the
island in 1992.

Tha sacond periocd of demolition will occur from July 1 through
October 1, 1993 when any remaining hazardous materials such as
sludge from the fuel tanks will be removed. ANy rinseate
remaining from the tank cleaning will be treated by
bioremediation. The non-friable asbestos from the floor tiles
and ceiling material inm the buildings will be removed, stabilized
and if possible buried on-island. If it is not possible to
ensure long-term encapsulation, the asbestos will be transported
off-site for burial. The buildings (except for the Reversa
Osmosis pump building) would then be demolished and buried at




sites adjacent to each building. These areas are sufficiently
inland of the beaches that no effects to seals or turtles is
expected. All of the material to be buried will_be inert and
non=-antangling. If the paint on the fuel tanks 1s found to
contain lead in concentrations considered to be hazardous by EPA
standards, the paint would be removed prior to demolition and
burial of the tanks. Any spills resulting from the fuel line
and tank clean-up will be contained and removed taking into
account any impacts to wildlife resources from clean-up
activities. Spills will be reported to the USCG Regional
Response Team in a timely manner.

Because most of the demolition activity will occur inland of monk
Seal haul out beaches NMFS expects there will be little impact on
Hawailan monk seals or critical habitat. Stripping of the pier
and removal of the ground radials and tower guy wires present the
greatest potential for disturbance of seals. ExXtreme caution
will be exercised by the demolition crew when in areas in
proximity to beach areas (positions C5 - C10 and C20 - C22) so
that seals are not disturbed. The NMFS does not anticipate any
impact to green turtles from this activity since all of the
proposed activities will take place on Green Island except for
the rinsing and cleaning of the fuel line and removal of the
above ground portion of the line.

During meetings with staff from the Coast cuard civiil Engineering
Unit - Honolulu, State of Hawail, Department of Land and Natural
Resources and later the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) a
number of other protective measures and plans for removal and/or
disposal of station equipment and debris were identified. These
protective measures and mitigation plans were finalized at a
meeting on May 20, 1992 and included in an envircnmental
assessment prepared for this project. These measures were
implemented during the demolition activities conducted in 1992
and will be implemented, as appropriate, for activities scheduled
in 1993. These protective measures include the following:

1. The timing of demolition activities was scheduled for
mid to late summer to avoid monk seal pupping and nursing
pericds to the maximum extent possible in both years.

2. BEriefings for all personnel involved in this project
will ba provided by NMFS, State of Hawaii and the Coast
Guard. Instructions on activity restrictions and cff-limits
areas will ensure that disturbance to monk seals does not
occur.

3. At least one NMFS representative will be present during
the closure activities in 1992 to monitor the effects of the
project on Hawaiian monk seals and to ensure that seals are
not disturbed and activity restrictions are followed. The
monitoring effort by NMFS personnel for 1993 will be
determined at a later date.



4. BSurveys of the burial sites will be conducted on a
periodic basis by the Coast Guard in conjunction with the
HMMFS, State of Hawaii, and the FWS to ensure that the
mataerials remain buried and no secondary effects occur.

3. All hazardous materials, tower sections, tower guys and
ground radials will be cut up and removed from the island.

The NMFS Head Start program for female monk seal pups born on
Eure Atell and the monk seal rehabilitation preject which
introduced yearling seals from French Frigate Shoals inte Kure
ware initiated in 1981 and 1984, respectively. These programs
were designed to increase the recruitment of female seals into
the population at Kure which had declined significantly since
1961. These programs have been very successful with a high ratie
of females now in the immature portion of the population. A
large proporticon of these animals is now or will shortly become
sexually mature, Based on pupping and survival data over the
past ten years the adult sex ratio should begin to even out in a
few years and the population should continue to recover.

Closure of the Loran Statlon and the departure of the USCG from
Kure Atoll will alsec mark the end of logistical support from the
USCG for these programs. Concurrent with this propeosed action
and the initiation of a project at Midway to introduce female
pups and rehabilitated yearlings from French Frigate Shoals, the
Hawaiian Monk Seal Recovery Team reviewed the status of the Kure
monk seal population and its prospects for recovery. The Team
determined that sufficient resources had gone into enhancement
efforts at Kure and that the population appeared to be recovering
slowly. For this reason, the Team supported a shift of the
program to Midway. Thus, even if the USCG were to remain at
Kure, the Head Start and rehabilitation programs would be
terminated at Kure. The assistance of the USCG and the State of
Hawail in supporting these projects over the past 10 years is
gratefully acknowledged.

Based on an evaluation of the proposed action and the protective
measures agreed to by the USCG and the Hawaii Department of Land
and Hatural Resources, the NMFS determined the proposed closure
of the Fure Loran Station was not likely to adversely affect
Hawaiian monk seals, green turtles, or Hawaiian monk seal
critical habitat. Based on this determination and the verbal
agreements to implement protective measures in 1992, the USCG
proceeded with the proposed demolition activities in July and
August of 1992. This letter serves to confirm NMFS determination
concerning the USCG activities conducted in 1992, and also
concludes informal consultation on those activities that will be
conducted in 1993, Consultation must be reinitiated if: 1) new
species are listed that may be affected by the proposed activity;
2) the activity affects listed species in a manner or to an
extent not previously considered; or 3) critical habitat is
designated for a previously listed species.



Please contact Mr. Eugene T. Nitta, Protected Species Program
Coordinator, Pacific Area office; 2570 Dole St., Honolulu, HI
96822-2396 (Tel. 808/955-8831) should you have any further
guestions regarding this consultation.

Sincerely,

éiﬂ*w ﬂﬂﬂﬁinqu

E. C. Fullerton
Regional Director

ce: F/SW0331 - Nitta
F/EWC2 - Boshlert
F/PR - Foster
USCG, CEU - J.T. Pack
MMC - Twiss
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ABSTRACT

Data on the monk seal, Monachus schavinslandi, were collected at Kure
Atoll from 30 January to 23 October 1985, All pups were double-flipper
tagged after weaning: the wesned females were maintained in an ocean-beach
enclosure until mid-September. The mean count from atoll-wide censuses of
monk seals was 24.5, excluding pups of the year, and two tagged turtles,
Lhelonia mydas, were resighted during the 1985 field season. Felagae
bleaching sided in the identification of seals from which & minimum popula-
tion estimate of 68 seals waes derived: 55 adults and 45% nonadults. OF
the sdult population, &40% were males end 15% females, a 2.6:1 ratio. Five
Pupss two males and three females, were born frem early February to mid-July.
Al]l were born at the southwest side of Green Islend end survived to the end
of the field seaszon. Two deaths and eight injuries were observed. The
injuries usually involved the cookiecutter shark, Isistius brasiliensis.
Three incidents of entanglement were chserved. Two were of seal pups, one
male and one female, entangled in fishing line, and the third was a turtle
entangled in trawl net. From 12 June te 22 Octcber, 771 samples of fishing
debris that could pose a threat of entanglement to wildlife were collected.
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INTRODUCTION

Kure Atoll {lat. 28°25'N, long. 178°10'W), at the northwestern end of
the Hawaiian Archipelago, is one of eight breeding, pupping, and haul-out
sites used by the Haweiian monk seal. Monachus schauinglandi. It also is
used for terrestrial basking by the Hawaiian green turtle, Chelonia mydas,
which regularly feeds in the atoll waters. Kure Atoll consists of one
permanent vegetated island, Green Ieland, and two weather-dependent sand
ielets, Shark and Sand Islands. For more descriptive information about
the atoll, see Woodward (1972). The U,8. Coast Guard (USCG) operates a
loran station on Green Island, and the islends are a Haweii State seahird
BANCLUALY.

Counte gince 1958 indicate that the Hawaiian monk seal populatien is
declining at Kure Atcll and throughout the Northwestern Hawaiian Islande
(NWHI} (Johneon et al, 1982). Historical information on seals at Kure
Atoll prior to 1957 ie essentially limited to scattered accounts of
shipwreck victime and the seientific expeditions of the 19th and 20th
centuries (Woodward 1972). 1Im 1957 and 1958, Kenyon and Rice (1959)
surveyed Kure Atcll., Thie was followed by other monk seal beach surveys:
the Smithsonian Institution frem 1963 to 1969 (Wirtz 1968; Wgudward 1972),
Johneon et al. (19B2) from 1977 to 1978, Kenyon (1979,° 1980“) in 1979-80,
and Gilmartin et al. (1986) in 1981, A captive maintenance progrem for
female monk seal pups, initiated in 1981, has been conducted annually in an
ef fort to curb the high mortality rate of weaned female pupe (Gilmartin et
al. 1986).

Monk seal research was conducted at Kure Atoll in 1985 by the South-
west Fisheries Center Honolulu Laboratory., National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS5), WOAA. The main objectives were to determine monk seal
population size and composition through pelage marking and censusing
-techniques, tag weaned pups, collect weaned female pups for temporary
captive maintenance, and quantify and semple debriz capable of entangling
seals or turtles. The results of thie research are presented here.

METHODS
Cengus

Census data were collected st Fure Atoll by a single person, twe-person
tandem, or two—person eplit tesm from 30 January to 22 October 1985. The

Yanyon, K. W, 1979, Hewaiian wook sesl observetions at Kure Atoll
10-22 May 1979. Unpubl. rep. for U.5. Fish and Wildlife Service, Seattle,
WA 98125, 54 p.

2Kl!l'l'l'_'l"!ll'l'l-. K. W. 1980. Hawaiian monk sesl observations at Fure Atoll
17 June-3 July 1980. Unpubl. rep. for U.S5. Fieh and Wildlife Service,
Seattle, WA 98125, 35 p.



two—person tandem censuses were occafionally conducted to ensure conaistency
in seal size clagsification, especially if one cbserver was new to the atoll
or census process. Usually, only two observers were present on the atell at
any time ([Appendix A). A total of seven NMFS observers recorded census data.

The beaches of all islands at Kure Atoll were divided into sectors
(Fig. 1) for the purpose of recording seal location. Green Islend consisted
of sectors 1-8 and sector 13, which was the ocean-beach enclosure for femsle
pups, who were noted but excluded from cenmsus totals. Shark and Sand Islands
were each classified as a single sector, sectors 9 and 10, respectively.
Sector 11 is a reef known locally as Stark reef, and sector 12 is any area
not included in the other sectors. Sectors were unequal in shoreline dis-
tance, unvegetated beach area, beach slope, snd nearshore habitat. Sectors
on Green Island are marked by permanent features, either natural or marsmade,
and sector divieions are consistent from year to year. Each beach was
divided into categories: wet sand, dry sand, and permsnent beach above the
crest. The location, by sector and beach category, of each sesl censused
was noted. Not all sectors and categories were alwaye present, especially
on the iszlets where ocean conditions could result in major sand sghifta,
sometimes causing the islets to disappear. If that wae the case or if no
seale were present, it was indicated as such in the data.

Green Island was censused on a regular, alternate day basis, except on
five occasions when duties related to pup maintenance deemed it necessary to
advance the schedule by 1 d. Because monk seals usually haul out in greater
tumbers in the afterncon (Eenyon and Rice 1959), censuses begen between 1143
and 1335 (Haweii standard time) from 30 January until 22 March, and then at
approximately 1300 from 23 March through 22 October. Green Igland was
always censused firat, and if weather and boat conditions sllowed, Shark and
Gand Islands were censused in that order. Single-person or two—person tandem
censuses on Green Island always began at the junction of sectors 1 and 8;
however, the direction tsken varied. A split team composed of twe pecple
went in opposite directions at this junction and ususlly met at the junction
of sectors 3 and 4. The time required for a single census varied with
weather, number of seals, and mumber of observers,_sll of which were noted.
A standard censue form (Alcorn and Buelna in prep.”) was employed, and
general census procedures are detailed by Stone (1984).

Seals were sexed if the ventrum was visible; classified by size; and
identified, if possible, by scars, tage, or bleach marks (zee Btone (1984)
for detailed methodology). Weaned pups identified by tags were always clas-
sified as such. The molt status of each seal was recorded as percentage
(1-100%) of total body area molted. If the seal's body position prevented
the determination of molt status, it was noted on the census form. The only
behavior and associations recorded were those occcurring as the cbserver

3Mlcorn, D. J., and E. K. Buelns. The Hawaiian monk seal on Laysan
Igland, 1983. In prep. BSouthwest Fisheries Center Honolulu Laboratory,
Hational Marine Figheries Service, NOAA, 2570 Dole Street, Honolulu, HI
gﬁﬂﬂ:-mgﬁ!
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passed by the animal, because lengthy cbservations would prolong the census
and possibly allow for & miscount due to sesl movement. Any disturbances
telated to the observer alsoc were recorded, apg were associatione between
geals and debris capable of entanglement.

Incidental observations of green turtles also werse noted: turtla aight-
ings, asscciations with seals or debris, and, if present, tag numbers.

Marking

Marking individual, nontagged, nonnursing seals wae accomplished by
using a commercial hair lightener, as described by Etone (1984) and Johanos
et al. (1987), Marking was repeated after & seal molted: & new postmolt
bleach number was assigned if initial identification was wncertain. Records
of molting seals were kept, as were applications of premolt and postmolt
nmbers.

Tagging

411 Kure pups were tagged after weaning: no other size classes of seals
were tagged. OGray tegs were used to indicate Kure Atoll as the seal's birth
site. On each tag, a K, indicating the seal was born in 1985, preceded
8 unique two—digit nmber, One tag was applied to each hind flipper in the
webbing between the fourth and fifth digits. Lost tags were replaced.

Further details on tegging procedure and tag description are in Gilmartin et
sl. (1986),

Captive Maintenance Program

Newly weened female pups, in addition to the tagging procedure, were
veighed and placed in an ocean-beach enclosure (about 37 x 55 m) located on
the southwest side of Green Iglend (Fig. 1). The ccean-beach enclosure,
which wae constructed in 1985, included sandy beach and continuved into the
ocean, surrounding & large, natural coral heed. Details on construction of
the enclosure can be found in Gilmartin et al. (1986). Three yearling
female monk seals translocated from French Frigate Shoals also were placed
in the enclosure and maintained from 21 June until their release on 26 and
27 August (deteils of this work will be presented elsewhere).

To prepare seals to forage independently in the wild, live fish and
invertebrates were added to the enclosure at an average of 3.7 kg/d. Feed-
ing was initiated in a new pup by introducing etunned figh until the pup was
feeding on its own, All fish were caught in wire mesh fish traps (about
65 x 65 x 90 cm), which were baited, placed at various sites near Green
Island, and moved as necessary to obtain maximem yield. Fish catch was
weighed on a small epring scale. GSpecies composition of the catch was
similar to that in Gilmertin et al. (1986), Fish were not added 10-15 July,
but numercus fish were available to the seals in the enclosure.



at Fure Atoll in 1981, moved from the atell End wae sighted at Pearl and
Hermes Reef in 1984 (R. Morrow pers. commun. ).

Two tagged green turtles were resighted during the 1985 geason. One,
an adult female (tag No. 6285, 6286, 6287), was found basking on Sand Island
on 2B July. Tag records indicate that she was tagged in 1972 at Lisianski
Island where she had nested laying 99 eggs. This resighting is the first
record of a turtle from any other NWHI resighted at Fure Atoll.

The second resighted turtle (tag Wo. 2988, 2989, 2990) was a juvenile
captured by dip net on 6 August near the shore of the northern part of Green
Igland. More than 6 yr earlier, on 30 January 1979, it had been tagged in
the same general vicinity, where it was found sleeping on the botteom at
night (G. Balazs pers. commun.”).

Pup Production and Surviwval

Five pups were born at Fure Atoll from 3 February to 18 July (Table 2),
all at the southwest end of Green Island (Fig. 1). The lactation pericd
ranged from 33 to 41 d and averapged 37 d (Table 2). Weaning was not
cbserved, but daily observations of mother—-pup pairs sllowed an error of
less than 24 h in weaning dates recorded. No pups died, and all pups were
regighted throughout the 1985 sesson. Two of the weaned pups, however, one
mele and one female, were found entangled with fishing lines (see section on
entanglement). Ceompared to 20-25 yr ago, pup production at Kure Atell is
very low (Fenyon and Rice 1959; Wirtz 1968), probably the result of clder
adult females dying with little or no recruitment (footnote 2); however, pup
survival has now increased, partly because of the pup captive maintenance
program. Only one female born at Fure has died or disappeared since
initiation of this program in 19B1.

Following the construction of the USCG stetion in 1960, Green Island
became less utilized as the major pupping area on the atoll, most likely
because of constant humen disturbance (Kenyon 1972). Inetead of Green
Island, most monk seals pupped on the lesz stable sand islets. Kenyon
(footnote 1) suggested that, if the Fure population is to survive, it is
probably necessary that Green Island again become the primary pupping site.
It is encouraging that, since 1982, gll pups except one have been born on
Green Islend (Table 3). BSome restrictions on USCG personnel beach activi-
ties at Fure Atell since the late 1970's may have resulted in reduced
disturbanca.

dliEL Morrew, Southwest Fisheries Center Honolulu Laboratory, National
Marine Fisheries Service, NOAA, 2570 Dole Street, Honolulu, HI 96822-2396,
pers. commun. November 1985.

6. Balazs, Southwest Fisheries Center Homolulu Laboratory, National
Marine Fisheries Service, MOAA, 2570 Dole Street, Honolulu, HI 96822-2396,
pers, commin. November 1985.
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Appendix A.--Itinerary for the 1985 Kore Atoll fieldwork.

Date Event

1/29 M. L, BReddy, R. L. Westlake, 5. L. Austin, and R. G. Forayth
arrive at Fure Atoll via U.8. Coast Guard C-130. Set up camp and
begin observations of monk seals and pup captive maintenance work
under State of Hawaii Scientific Collecting Permit (SCP) 85-28 and
Marine Mammal Protection Act/Endangered Species Act Permit Nos.
413 and 372,

1/31 Westlake, Austin, and Forsyth return to Honolulu. Reddy remains
to continue observations.

3]"11 E:. J. Morrow and C. A. Griffith arrive at Eure Atoll. Coenstruc—
tion of ocean-beach enclosure for captive maintenance commences.

3/27 Morrow returns to Honmolulu. BReddy and Griffith continue research
at Kure.

4f12 Reddy returns to Homolulu. Griffith remains to continue
observations.

4/23 Reddy returns to Kure Atoll.

7/19 Reddy returns to Honolulu. J. R. Henderson replaces Reddy, and
L. D. Banish, D.V.M., arrives to take blood and culture samples
from pups and to later replace Griffith.

7/29 Reddy returns to Kure.

afz Griffith and Henderson return to Homolulu.

8/8 D. J. Alcorn arrives and replaces Banish, who returns to Homolulu.

B/19 P. M, Pagel arrives to replace Alcorn.

a/21 Alcorn returns to Honolulu.

9/5 Austin arrives to replace Pagel, and Banish returns to take blood
and culture samples from pups.

o/6 Pagel and Banish return to Homolulu.

9/24 Austin returns to Honolulu; Reddy remains to complete project work
at Kure Atoll.

10/23 Kure Atoll field camp is disbanded. Reddy terminates project work

at FKure Atoll. BReturns to Honolulu.
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Appendix B.--Number of Hawaiian monk seals, by age clase and sex,

counted on whole atoll censuses conducted at Kure Atoll, 1985,

unknown, )

(M = male, F = female, and 7
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KIRE INOTRUCTION 5100.1B
Bubj: Walter Activitipe Bafety Flan

{. PURPOSR. This ¥eter Activitics Bafety Flan is intended to
2lininnte mocidonte involving Sintien motorbonts and sailkoatn,

end persone ongaged in SOUBA diving mm:haling swimming, and
otkey activities in ond eround the

2- OASUELLATION. LAUIE UEOT 5100.1A and KURE 1WUT 9820,2 are
puperasded and canoallad,

3. (BJBOTIVE, This Inotruction provides specific zaidelines and
definsa levels of gurlificution and expsrdsnce for all people who
night engege in eny aotivity im or eround the Ucean ot KURE ATOLL.

4. DISCUSSION,

&, Ths opération of all orait atiechad to THOO LORGEA EURE
shell be in dccoxdance with Cosst Guepd Hegulstio u:, CQ-3500, and
the rules prudent sosmanoliip. -

MmWthmuhnmu

percon in w ¢ ekch time it 1e plsced in the wated,
n:theru wmtmnmtumm and penned,
that the 'hﬂut ia npuﬂr opersted, end that the boat ueed under
+the cognlzance apppoval of sopropriele personnel.

6., This Instruction places [He burder on the Individual fo be
awnrs of his own abilities, limitationa &nd qualificotions.

5+ POLICY.
" Rs A fully operstionmal stand-by bost will be zeady for launch
thane a vessel i underwsy. [Ivo motorboats underway at the sams
Aime fulfills this requirement. '

b  Oooupants of Station boats will either be capable swimmers
or will weer E¥Dm. There ¥ill be one FFU for each POR.

Ho use of commpressed sir SOUNA eq g::nmnn who have
mt uﬂuﬂad a Netionally aceredite Gcr:}m-tinn {HABDS,
PADI, MAUI, YMO4A) ie authorised.

ds Omoicing and open Ilma nre m*nhi'bitﬂ aboard and around
!'lnlnﬂ motorboate.



LURE INBT 5100.1B
29 LAY 1980
Subj: Weter Activities Safety Flen

e, No boat will be left unattended while it is undervay or
anchored .

4. QUALIFICATIONS.

a. The ritg Officer is responoible for the training
and qualification of ell motor boat Operatowrs. He will administrate
a Qualifieation Progrem in sccordance with this Instruction.

b. The Deck Division depariment Head will be responsible for
the gqualifiecation of all boat Operators. He will sdminictrate
a Qualification Program in accordance with this Instruction.

¢. The following Watermanship Qualification ILevels shall

apply to all persons deasiring to engage in ony sctivity in or
nround the Ocean:

NOT QUALIFIED: Poor svimmer, little exporisnce, no Quals;
et wveor PFD at all times.

LEVEL ONE: Entry lewvel of weter eskills, adequste svimmer,
basle snorkeling ability; may qualify in
motorboats, moy qualify in ewd nﬁamtn
sallboste within 100 meters of shore.

LEVL TW0: Internmediate water skills, sdequate swinmmer,
experisnced snorieller, ooy be a Certified
SCUBA diwer :!‘.‘ m:: nh:l.ltt-nﬁhnuld be :
qualified motor Operator opsrate
sailboats for which gualified out to the
stern section of the HOUL MARU; Confident

and knowledgable in the Water.

LEVEL THREE: Consummate Watermen. Years of SCUBA diving
and snorke erience, Should be
Lifesaver or 1B 0 motor boat
Operator and may operate sailboats for which
gualified anvhers in on. Ia aware of
personal end situwati IHmitations.

d. The Commonding Officer will be oware of Qualification
Lewels of nll perpons engoged in Water Activiiies at KURE ATOLL.
A pigned Water Activities Sofety Card will be completed by ell

persons prior to engagh@s in Water Activities.



EURE INGT 5100.1B
24-MAY 1980

Bubj: Water Activities Safely Plan
5. HOTOR BOAT OPLRATION

a, The €.0. shall be informed by the Operctor of & motorboat,
before the boat is launched; of ite intended use, the POB, and
the sstimeted time: of return.

b. The Operutor shall sign the KURE ISLAND Boat Log
prior to lsunching a boat. He wlll inform the Communications
Watch of the “ommunications echedule and will use the "TIME EH,
OUT, TIME IF: portion of the log to record the issus ond return
of a prriebls radio.

. The Operator is responsible for the sefe and proper
conduct +f the bont and ite ocoupants.

d. Ihe Operator will enmsure the proper securing of the boat.
Fo bout will be left unattended in the water without the express
suthrrization of the €.0. When & buat is moored out or beached,
it Tioains the responsibllity of the Operator until it is
proyerly secured or is signed out by nnother Operator,

e Unusunl or improper operction of engines or contrilla
will be brovght th the attention of dho Bngineering Officer
as coon ap posaible. Ddscrepancies in boat or equippment
wiil be recorded ln the Boat LOg.

G, SAILBUAT OPERLTION

a. Qualified seilboat Operators may rig and sail ssilboate
during daylight by informing the Communications Weteh of the
erea of operation snd the estimated time of refurm. 4 portable
redio will be sigoned cut for use by 4 beach Watoh.

b. Aress of Operstion will be stricktly ocbssrved in
accordance with Qualification levels as defined paragruph
4c of this Instruction.

c. Discrepancies in saiiboata will be brought to “hs
attention of the Deck Deparinent Head and 4111 be loggoed.



KURE INST 5100.1B
24 MAY 1980

Bubj: Water Aotivities Bafoty Plan
T« OCUBA DIVINS, ONOREELING, BYIMMING, AND OTHER WATER ACTIVITIES

8., Utmost care will be taken to iﬂm tﬁ;ﬁ n&:t:;r uftnlllm
cote reloted to ocompressed air SOUBA diving equipment. 8
alr conpressor will be certified quarterly, no tanks with

roetatic dates more than five %ﬂ‘j} years old or any visual
& of demage will be filled. Fi will be dome by
qualified perscnnel, as designated by Enginsering Officer.

b. The Commanding Officer shall be informed of the dive
plan before all SCUBA dives. The time of the start znd end
of ell dives will be relayed vian radic to the Communications
Wetoh or will be recorded onboard the boat. Any abnormalities
= \'iu be reported and investigated.

¢« No dives will be made to depths greatsr than 100 feet.
Iu.h.'l?n 1’11.'[.1 be consulted for all repetitive dives (more thon
one (01) dive in twelve {1% houra) and all divers will yemain
at least 10 minutee within no decompression diving limits.

d. Jnorkellers of Quelification level OEE will inform the
0.0. end the Communicantions Watch prior to beach entry dives,
and crrange for a bemch Waotoh. Level TWO and THREE snoriellers
¥ill inform Communicstions Watch of the ares and expocted
duration of their dive end will log out in the Boat Log.

€¢: DOuwimming is aouthorized during daylight in paira or
with a beach Watch.

f. Bangeticks shall be treated as firearms at all times.
Piring mechanisms and smmunition will be etored in the pyro locker
and will be logged in and out.

~ g« I% 18 the duty of ssch Individunl %o recognize his
regpongibilitien, Iimitatione, apnd qualifications anmd to
conduct himself to insure tha maximm safety of everyone
engaged in Water Activities.

8, EFFECTIVE DATE. Thie Imstruction is effective upom receipt.
: @Ihniel WHITING, 17{3e)
Commanding Officer
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RURE TRSHOOETN 3908 "
Bubj: Boviromsental Protecticn; Sefuse Disposal

j« FUIGNEE. The preaervetion of the euvironment mnd ite tnhabitents
w nareful costral of wante ﬂlpﬂlﬂ i8 e intent of this

2. (NECTIVE. Tha sffeotive hendling of all humen refuse snd .
the Teslamatitn of otherwise wanted resouress are the gosls of
ri:mn mpnm.l nboasd EURE ATOLL.

3. mﬂl. 1o pocoxdunos ﬁ'ﬁhlﬂﬂﬂllﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂ it ia the

of ail Coasl duaxrd personnel to motively pnrtini te in the
ﬁmﬂlhwﬂﬂnﬂm lnlhﬂtﬁlinmnkﬂdrnrt 1
s ooneers bs more obwiocus mnd destructive than the way we dispose
wmﬂmumﬂnm refuse, LXK ip & seall stoll,

We m 4o dentroy one squore inch through negligsnos

ﬂ;’ m L L |

"'- mﬂ.

S g on Emm ATBLL will Loups felucy ke ou dlsunded - A
- “ ) I F e

) . iy S i : o
h.. Yaste mrﬂmm food und orgoniss,

or rousabls = terinl,
&.. Combustidlen will be Dirned in the incimevntor. The

Kasagook will taks ape care tu avoid ex :Ln; ¥y snsban
%o insects and rodem Rubish from the be burned
immediately.

d. ?nudnlnr wvestes will be burded in the coapoot NUEE
area. Care will htﬂmiuhmrﬂllmpnihutzﬂmdup

and no debris wall ba left exposed.

_,'_ﬁl.hmlshhiﬂmwaﬁunﬂuhnnnmm for
expors. Mmuhuumtud.nhunﬂ compacted and piled
: i y BETHAE.

. mllﬂﬂ solids will be taken to Bouth Point aond birisd.
5. BPFBOTIVE DATE. This Inspruotion is effective upnn recedot.

Clpue

mtis
Eumhr.'.ingm‘ri




DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
MALLING ADDRESS

UNITED STATES COAST GUARD i1 WETTTIHG
Commanding Officer
USod LORSTA XURRE
FPO 8AN FRANCISCO
SALIFORNIA 96619

4 JUNE 1980

L]

Desr George:

saw 8 few turtles out here and am enclosing slghting reports

for you.¥ Diving hes been unbelieveble theap paet few weeks.
Very calm days, glasegy lopggon and cslm seas. The moon, although
not up 24 heurs straight was very pretty when 1t was 1in
oppesition to the Bun.

I am putting cut feelers for Informetional support of my
okservational efforta. One area I lagck expertice gnd

don't know who to inguire to is coral related algse. I took
a gtroll on the Algal Ridge the other day during low tide
and was frully astoundddat the productivity there. TReally
large brown algae, and many different types. If you know

a gource of information concerning algae that might he
pregent out here at EURE, I wouldn't mind being enlightesned.

Craig MacDonald's Divers should be here these two weeks
working in the Project srea, Hopefully they can get me up %o
gpead in fish identificotlon, particularly Hawaiian names,
Also encloged are a few pearly gems that T haye promulgated
oul here. They might be of interest to you or someocne you
Know,

summer ‘18 in full swing and 1'm really just starting.

g HF Danjiel Whiting
£|-..-E SICHTINGS woT oRITIEL vp
LN Time Foe FLIGHT, Sogpy




* F "-"'-1;‘ . i o OF Tl ﬁihc::l.:-"l- (g AL e

e = . TATRD OO SUAS Cozmmnding (fficey
i gl EL  § ERQD Loren Statdon Kowe
. F0 Bmn Franclsco 96819

KUHEIN3T sonnbh
0 al; ¥y 1960

NE IRTTRUCTION S9onD
Juh): Brwiromantsl Hansreass

Ref: (n) Endangered Specias dch, 1973 (16 0S50 1531-43)
{b) cociil Message ohOOSLZ JUN T6
a) ENUEY W CCOmLly OPLAN 1-(YR)
;ﬁ COoamMAL 1te 0570 dtd 15 SEP 76
8) lmwacilen Rovised Statutes 187-3 mud Sevtion 19506 Regnlatien 7.

1s % Tids jnstroction delinsates the pdlioy governing tha conduct
al pargons stationed 2t or visiting KEUHE Atall 4o regerd to Eovirommental
Protection and W11817e/Ratdtat Conservaticn,

Wﬁ__& EURE INSTRUCTION S900A dated 23 Juns 1977 in hsreby cap
3 saperceded,
3¢ tive. The snlightenment of all perscns mt KURE ATOLL to specific

requirensnts and vildlife protections is the poel of this
insbructicn.

L %’% EURE ATCOLL is & wost undouwe portion of the Eorth. ITts rels-
tive from the acts of =an make 4% an impertant hebitzt for oumsrous
snimsls end plants. We, The Cosst Dusrd are in a poition of responsitdlity
for our sctiona and thair comsequences hers. Nowhers on Earth is it more im-
portant that all pevsons tresd lightly., Many legully binding rogulations af-
fect YURE ATOLL. Tho Endangsred Species Act of 1973, The maring Mamms) Pro-
tection Act of 197k, Hawuilan Regulation (07) and warlous other Piah and Oams
“zgulationy wll define svess that werrant specisl protection. "he Const Ouard
is the lead goency for all Povironmentsl Protaction Mlaslons at KUME A™QLL,
Sewveral Frotected Aresa hawe besn designated along with specifie

3pecies. The Hawalisn Fouk Seal, all Marine Turtles, snd mll nesting birds
sball enjoy special protsotion from the intrusions of peopls,

m ALL Pargons at KURE ATOLI will be reruired to adbere to these
2 i

@; No plants or amimals will be introduced to the island. Ar-iving per.
sonnel will be inspected for intentiomsl and undinteotionn] iniroduction st
the airport terminal.

b, A1l Try Land North of latitude 78-2' shall be "CFF LIMITS" to =il
homan treffic, The Comsnding Officer may suthorize infreruvent visitation.

¢« ALl Send Spit Islends, including but not limited to Sand Island and
Shark Island are off limits to 41l bumen traffic from 1 Jamwary until 1 July
sach year. From 1 July until 1 December sach year trips may be mads to these
mmm, but only with the express imculedge and permission of the Commanding
DEr,



viromantal (nnegesen b
d, Yelddles wiil be cpereted in sccordanse with 7T i5T 110ha.1.
sideles will sot be operated im Soamolu or the basch aress withoot prior

Uomaand approval ..

o, Poruoms walking the besch should £ free to romove man nads artl-
des; wood, palstic, gless and petrolovm as vaslmy wshore, Shalls msy Le
Gollsoted, Seals bave ihe vight to the bemoh, If aveidghls, vou gheuld oever
piss Letwean a seal und the watar, If you mish pess & geal, da sn sudstly,
in & orouchad cr prone peaifion if possible, Special care to evold femsls
guals and pups should b takan, 411 young esals ssau elopld be pocended in
fbe WNI ATOLL BIO L0G, lny groups of more tian (03) seais, sny infursd, sick
or dsad seals, engr birils or other umsual scts ahould be reporiad to the
Hosmmnding Officer. dpproschdng sven soundly sleeping zeels to harrsss bhew
in any maoner will mot he tolsrated., Picturs taking may be aocomplished, but

- r.

caly in & quiet, low pyofile mummer,

f. 411 sctivities in the water oball tuke yisch in socordancs with FURE
17T B100.14. Pishing, Scagrfiabing end the telking of evustaticns, mellnske,
énd gorals whall be coutrollad by effoctive asmiian Flah and Gawma Sagvlatd ons,
snd may be lisdted as yaguired b~ ths fommanding Cfficer. do Hari=a "uriles
¥ill ba harressed or cyptured,

go The "PODJECT APEA"™ will be a protectsd woma contvollsd by the Univer
aity of Hawedd for the study of the lagoon eovirommsnt. Miclogloal watter
ahonld not be removed, wovad, or sltered in this ares yithoid axpress written
instrection from the Uglversiiy of Toweii.

b Nesting birds vill not be herrassed. Uo bird shall be inbentdonslly

I, Iestruction of ‘any habitat or creation of mew hubitat shell be avoided,

LS -
- da mmmmﬂm.mmmtnmnr&nwmth
&n overvhalwing factor to the contimed existmoe of ey snimal.

6. Effegtive Date. This Instruction is effective upon receipt.,
) @M&) 4 :

DANIEL C. WITTINO, LT{jg)7 USce
COMMMIDIND OFFICER

I T —

&
o= B



Mr. GEDRGE H. BALAZS3 10131 Merrimao Drive
Hawall Institute of Marine Blology Huntington Beach

Kaneohe, Hawell SE744 Celifornia 98645
23 February 1976.

Dear ¥r. Balaza:

Thank you for your letter of 14 Feb 78 and the
interegting news items about Eure and French Frigste. I was in-
trigued slao by your eddress., In 1843 1 wes the ZInglneering
Cffleer st Neval Alr Ststion, Kaneohe Bey and the only thing
outelde the maln gate was .He 1ittle settlement of Kallus and,
1f memory serves me correctly, ancther one celled Lanikael {?j
I asasume that Cocoanut Island must be what we used to csll
Qh;%n Holmea Jsland since the other 11ttle lslande in the bey

oo gmall to have & marine Inaetlitute.

I'm not surea I oan glve you muoh information
whlch mgybear upon your research problem but I shall offer what
little (moatly negetive) that I poaaesai

With respect to the presence at %5%9 in 19&% of the green ses
turtle (CHELONIA MYDAS?!) I cen stiate only that there were cer-
tainly none there on the gne day I wea on the ieland, Etﬂﬂpt
for that vlsll our reconnalssance of Kure was done by low

glve bombera mnd the cresture weould not heve been ?151b1e deapi
hia plze. With respect to his presence at Midwey 1in 1944 I am
even more certaln. I freguently patrolled the beaches of both
3and Tealsand and Eﬁgﬂggﬂ_lﬁ}ﬂpﬁ many timee on foot auring Anril
through September 1844 pnd never gaw & trece of them. However
we must remember that there were 8000 men on Mldway at that time.
There was also a great deal of activity; bulldozeras, graders,
slrplanegs, torpedo boats, frequent gunnery sctivity. Under these
clrcumsatances the green sea turtle might not have felt weloome
if Midway wes indeed one of hie hebitate. I shall however offer
the followlng esuggeetion which may be helpful.

gg until EE wnen Fan American Alrweye used 1t as &2 way statlon
Chlna Clipper alrcreft, Mldway must have been in aomething

approaching ite orlginal urlatiﬂa condlition, Before then, g1l

through the 19208 &nd 1930a the Pgelfle Cable Company maintsined
a amall crew of oable techniclans on Sa elend, me of these
men muet stlll be ellve though retired by Prolfic Cable. It may
be helpful to contact the Cable Company and get the addresases of
thalr older retlired personnel who served at Mldway in the perlod

uat E lor top ite qg upation by the 1.8, Navy. Theee chaps could
%?ghp attest to the presence or abaence of CHELONIA, Also the
EilligE:%? Gompany (which partiecipated in the esrly construction
at Mldway) may have such people on thelr penslon rell. They may be
helpful



Conserning the banding or marking of turtles to etudy thelr mlgra-
tory hablts I can glve only one plece of data and thls applies
not to the green ses turtles bt to the glant land turtles of the
Galapagos Islands. Years ago, g;rhapa in the 18508, 1 resd an
article in the Netlonel Geographlc Magefine concerning thess
latter oreatures and the methods used to study thelr migratory
hablites and lifetlmes. I &o not specificelly recall-that the
artlele dealt with bandlng or notching their shells. But I do
remember that they had discovered gne turtle so ancient that the
name gf % lonlal aniah soldler wss found carved in his ghell
along with the date which muat neve been in the late 18th or
early 19th Century. The Resdersg Gulde %to Perlodicsl Litersture
at the Unlverslty Likrary mey gulde you to the srticle which may
;ng:iin further information on banding or marking of the Galapagos
u 8.

I regret that I can not be of further help in gpulding your
researchea but with beet wishes for success therein, I am, Sir,

Very Respectfully Youra,

ot 7l

WEBS MILLER
LCDR USBNR (Ret)



The Federcl, State and Provincial Conservation Agencies join with thousands of professional
and amateur omithologists throughowt North America in expressing their sincere oppreciation
for the interest and cooperation shown by reporting the bird band number and recavery deta
noted below. A report containing these data will be forwarded to the ornithologist who banded
the bird and these doto will be permanently retained in the cooperative Morth American Bird
Banding files maintained at the Bird Banding Loberetory, Office af Migratory Bird Manogemant,
Laurel, Maryland 20811, U.5.A.

e Itis enly threugh the confinued cooperation of interested conservaotfionists such as yourself that
these impartant data can confinue to be compiled and made aveilable to the scientists who
study our wild bird populations.

Hwanded To

‘ GEORGE  BALASS -
| BANDNUMBER: 747-54205  KIND OF BIRD: | AYSAN ALBAYROSS  SEX: UNKNOKN

AGE OF BIRD: [T WAS TUO YOUNG TU FLY WHEN BANOED

BANDER: [ WAS BANDED BY PERSONNEL OF US NATIONAL KUSEUM o
C/0 € O HACKMAN 3033 WOODSIDE PARKVILLE WD 21234

BANDING LOCATION: NEAR KURE o HAWE DATE: Qb /21767
RECOVERY DATA: FILE REF.: 21574

LOCATION: KURE ATOLL PCC DATE: WINTER L3 Te

CAMADIAN WILDLFE SERVICE L. 5, FISH AME W
T N O N B AN R TN ST OOt
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Universily of
rucail Instilats of Maripe Solory e

Hox 1346 & Copoout Isiand @ Xzpoohe, Ha

Bird Banding Laboratory

Office of Migratory 3ird Manzgement

Laurel, Maryland 20811

Dear Sixz:

Hawaii at Manoa

vaii arda

o =l o R

March 7 ﬁff.
rch 7, 1978 QB CF YHE ITERCE "‘L—f"_

RECTVED L
MAR 131978 &
el x
et 40 FHALTE

Thi following band nunmbers were rccovered at Green [siaond, Xure atoll in che
Sorthweatern Hawaiion Islands durisg the periad 24 February — 2 March 1974:

Ib7=45359
587=91911

L p——
767~52208
TE-30221
e L S

The ahove birds werse killed and escen bv
bp residence on the islend in sarly ™

237-08287
B07-229] ;
?E?mtaﬁ & i

S Tty

: TRl a5 E
TVAi=gEEa] r:
.;n'l"-__;]_ TN

T6i-5102E

LEFSJD albatross

hlatL~fncteﬂ dibatross

n ']

an eagle (presumably golden) that pook

ERTUAT Y .

Layegan albdtross

w

red=fnoted booby
masked hoohy

Tha cdnde of death of the above birds hpndf;;d ta be either collision with uires

or contact with =2dirceaft.

GhHi oo

oo Mr, Ponald Wslker

h}hnfrt.‘t e . A
f fiff ,ff
;f; LMY ;éia';i;f*iglx”i:j:?
I L-‘]E RGE H., 1 {L%Eq"::] -
YT

3 F.'I.rﬂlal. o FE i B B2 H,J_'.‘:-l:_‘l‘gj"it
/d
r

I

Stete Divisies of Figh & Came

AN BO

AL DFPORTUNITY EMPLAOYER



University of Hawaii at Manoa

Iawaii Institute af Marine Biolozy
P.C.Box 1348 » Coconut Island » Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744
Cahle Address: UMNIHAW

March 7, 1978

Bird Banding Laboratory
Office of Migratory Bird Management
Laurel, Maryland 20311

Dear Sirg:

The following band numbers were recovered at Green Island, Kure Atoll in the
Horthwestern Hawaiian Tslands during the period 24 February -~ 2 March 1978:

T67-49359 Laysan albatross
587-91911 A X

T67=52208 black-=footed albatross
765-52221 L L IX

The above birds were killed and eaten by an eagle (presumably golden) that took
up residence on the island in early February,

737-98267 Laysan albatross
697-22311 " e
7167-47668 " n
587-8B5765 " L
737-98261 . a
767-51313 red-footed booby
767-51028 masked booby

The cause of death of the above birds appeared to be either collision with wires
or contact with alreraft,

Sincerely,

GEORGE H. BALAZS
Assistant Marine Biologist

GHB e

cc: Mr. Ronzald Walker
State Division of Figh & Came

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
U, 5, COAST GUARD
EAMMAMDING DFFICER
USCG LORAN STATICHN
LS NAVAL STATION

BOX 3&
SAN FRANCISCO
G Godld

OEFICIAL BUSINESS
PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE, $390

Director of Marine Blology

11's

Sincarely,

HM3 G. G+ MARTIN

USCG Loran Station
U.5,Naval Station,Box3é
FFO San Francisco 96614

11015
08 November 1976

startling find en Kure Atell.
lagoon & Sovember 1976, myself

Greg Martin, HM3, USCG
Medioal Representative

Kure Island LORAN

Copy ton Gs Hs BALAES
Jr. Marine Blologist
Hawail Imstitute of Marine Blology
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h-'r‘uF "
DEFARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION MAILING ADDAESS:

' Commanding Officer
. UNITED STATES COAST GUARD Lovean Station Kora
FPO San Franeleso

96619

L4651
5 Seotembar 1979

From: Co mandine Offlecer, Loran Station Kure Island
To1 Parsonnel Enroute Kure lIslsnd Via Coast Suard Alr Station
Bar¥ers Point

Subjs Station Information and Rerulations

1, Yeloome to Coast Guard Loran Station Kure Island., "The Littls
Paradise in the Pacifiec.” Kure is a small idand, 11 x % mile in
dimension, avoroximately 1200 miles northwest from Honolulu,
Hawali, The sole human hahitants are twenty Coast Guardeman who
nrovide a continuous LORAN (Lon=z Ranee Ald ¥n Naviration) signal
for ves-els and aircraft In the Central Pacific. In addition, Kure
Island serves as a state wildlife sanctuary where all wildlife

are nrotected by law,

£y Your attention is ealled to the followine regulations in effect
on hoard Kure Island:

a2, All items arriving or denartins Kure Island will be chocked
by a desienated Customs Offlcer at the station.

b, Off-limite areae are voeted and visitors should ensure that
they are aware of beach asreas which are o“f-1limits., All
workine and berthine svaces are off-limite to viszltors unless
the visltor is either sscorted hy stitlon nersonnel or assisned
2 room in the barracks.

es If you are remiinineg overni~ht, you will be assiwned quarters
3 short time after yvour arrival by the kaster-at-Arme.

4: All nersons are welcome on the messdeck where coffee, fruit
drinks, and sodae are always avallahle, Feal free to roam about
the ststion erounde ani open beach areas. The Buddy System is
enforced when oersonnel #o awimning, and nermission must be
obtalined when doine so.

@, Use of station recreation esuloment (sailboats, ete.) is
not nermitted without the ~ermission of th- station Command ing
OfFficer,

f. Jhen you are scheduled to catch a deocarting flizht, ensure you
are at the "terminal" at least 15 ninutes prior to take-off,

v, Beachcombine is quite soosular at Kure, Visitors are welcome
to take certain items found on the beaches, such as fish balle,
floats; nets, which have drifted ashore.

h: Harasament of wildlife i= forbidden,



3, Visitors are alwaye wélcome on Xure, and the abeve regulations
are not meant to les=en one'sw anj t of the island, but rather
are necessary for the operation of mn isolated unit such as Kure
Island. Pesl free to ask for dipectloms or inguire about any-
thing of interest. All hands at Kure will be glad to assiet you.

b, We hope your etay is 2 plessant one,

kL.

Enclosure: (1) Map of EKure Island
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' Welcome to m.l., ﬂmﬁm Ln&-h sﬁtim

Fure nmnqt n!‘ thu q;l'ﬂ.uln and 18 unllqtld .
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Lure Illl'rull :.1-:- lmm an 'hrad.t-i of thu
Pacific®, and by the orew ag. "'Dlrt Side of
the Sun,™ r:unatnfuﬂun nr thl ptation hdﬂn'
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SCHEDULE . oF mm'

: eﬁm,tgau e

0930 .t'nl. 6f ©3<1340 with guasts and
izitore,, Ill‘rolh:-nt- fur all on
1 ".‘-“he Hlﬂlﬂl.

1000 c:;lri:rmr:.r.amd ﬁmnu,i pre-ceremont.
: wusio. A

1015 Arrival) of Einiur Fu-tlcipunt.
(Flesns riss) .

+ Playing of National knthen,

I.nmnﬂun--hih-r Ignanie ':nthuuu
Ghaplain,; Patbers Point NAS,

ﬁuﬂaiing 0fricer and Pro

L% %?#“i’éﬁ n:mm- umgt'g:ﬂm
MJE“r ‘f “"’"W“'h,.;{

: x - oy LY 2
s of ardews by LIJG Qaniel. = '
f 'ﬂf_t " m-‘_" 1'-'!}' -‘_'_J h:‘ T
!rinlﬂr of: G_ml. MA 5T -

X lhmrl:- by Smlur Pminfpmt.
[ ' Benediction-<Pather IGMACIO.

J T ﬂﬂ!ulhlim-ﬂjlmm fnh;nunptim &0

- =



2 G IRARCH TN

,;;f:,w ¢

f"..--r.rr_.q:l_ek ,?Lv/ _,.Jﬁ':_-ﬂ-c e AT ] .‘*ff”"'
_,..-::’..e.;..;_,z"” ;ﬂap"iz‘{_,__mf:{_

,,;zau;?c.f.;f . (A LN %;ﬂn. Lja’ﬁ/,?/
N L Ae ,.m?,.am; ;.M7,4 P ;;yfzfﬂi
it hloeten Ao Hd el o gl J/
o B L T Mﬁw%;mﬁw/ﬁq A - SRT R

l:ﬂ—:?{l FL..-t'.- wjﬁJ _.-rt'-f‘i'-"-"
o /’?’77 g W{’f,&i;{ a % it . A

? e e = A ;";
&

ﬂﬁwﬂiﬁf’ o e e {dﬂ‘,ﬁ_‘dﬂ/i:; g

.......




I Qﬁhﬁ7, o (oSS
f . i ; e /Z‘Z-! -/ffg-:z’q. V-4
el W/W Ltmpd

e
/ M:‘Q‘/MW{%%Z? B
e __ [ potlotis S %
¢ 7 %ﬂj* it
Tt T SR T g? %7(;% I
%éu Lo %M ‘%&M,Miﬂ
o plona (@%Jz)ﬁ?

- Co LopsTa




DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
UNITED STATES COAST GUARD  5onicl hniting

commaning Officer
UE03 LORSTA EKURE
FPQ SAN PRANCISCO
CALTFPORNIA 96619

20 MAY 1980

Dear George:

I was interested to hear about the commemorstive marine
turtles stampe. Enclosed is & copy of the letter I sent
to the Poztmaster. I've also encouraged the people cut
here who arve interested to write and I'll send copies of
any other letters when I se¢e them. I would gueasa that a
complete set of these stamps with original issue postmarks
from EURE ATOLL would be of interest to someone someplace.

Haven't got any new sightings for you. Weather has been

ool and wipdy, so either the turfies aren't around or we
Just heven't been in the right places often enocugh, Ia
ggatlve data of intereat?

I wish I would have known where I was going to be gix months
ggo. A 1t im 1 an just starting formuletion of plans for
oy activities here and can already see that a year will be
8 very short tine for all the things I hope to accomplish.

At present I am gathering background information for a
project to compile data for an Odum gtyle, energy Tlow,
ecogyetem model that, if I get moving with the proper
gupport: could be a fairly comprehensiive investigation.

I've written a really general, far too comprehensive and
ambitious statement of what I would do if T had infinite
time and resourses. What gets done depends mostly on what

I cen do., I am trying to get Coasst Guard funds &and support,
but they ususlly only fund scademic research that directly
gathers informetion of interest to the Const Guard.

I don't want to compete with anyone for & Blice of the ever
ghrinking ple, but 1 feel that my belng in charge out here
is an opportunity to set priorities on KURE ATOLL. Research
is definitly one of my high priorities, with or wilthout
cutalide ssslatance.

IT you eould put me in touch with the proper people to find
out if there is interesat in research at EURE ATOLL, to Bupply
basic lab needs, or just get background information? it

would undoubtedly make my parsonal efforts more frultful.

@miex Whiting



DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
MAlLING ADRRESS.

UNITED STATES COAST GUARD Commending Officer

USCGE LORSTA EURE
FPO SAN FRANCISOQO
CALTFORNIA 96619

EURE ATOLL:
" A VERY SPECIAL ECOSTSTEM

During the period 24 Merch 1980 through 1 April 1980,

the oceanic environment of EURE ATOLL, HAWAII will be
observed and systematically investigeted by LT(Jjg) Dmniel
WHITING, U.S. COAST GUARD. Date on envirommental conditions
including weather, winds, waves, currentes end tides will be
gathered. The water column will be examined, locking
specifically at veristions in temperature, salinity,

oxygen, nutrients, and trace elements. DBiological amotivity
will be investigated using both qualitative and quantitative
techniques in en attenpt to construct detelled nitrate and
phosphate cycles. /n0dum style energy level flow model for
the ecoasyetem will be developed, and conclusions concerning

the present state of the KURE ATOLL ecosystem and its
future will be drawn.
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June 20, 1980 Zé;i

MEFORANDUM
TO: Honorable John Craven, Marine Affairs Coordinator i
Honorable Fujio Matsuda, President, University of Hawaii A
Honorable Hideto Kono, Department of Planning and Econamic -
Development 5\
i
FROM: Susum Ono, Chairman and Member S
Board of Land and Natural Resources _,

SUBJECT: ?isitatinrﬁmmmeIslmﬂtarﬂuﬁrttﬁnﬂmstﬂmrdParsmml

As you probably know, Kure Atoll, Northwestern Hmmiian Islands, is under -
State of Hawaii jurisdiction and administered by our Department of Land and
Hatural Besources.

Since 1959, Kure Islard has served as a U.5. Coast Guard Laran Station
and has also provided a research base for visiting scientists studying the
various wildlife and seabird species, including the nearshore marine rescurces.
Understandably, the island is attractive for scientific pursuits because of
transportation, lodging and amenities that have been kindly provided by the
Coast Guard.

Mmﬂyithasmt:mmatmﬁmthatmitaﬂmsmmﬁhﬁrnm-
Coast Guard personnel have increased markedly and we are concerned that unless
these excursions are coordinated, the welfare of protected Hawaiian monk seal
and green sea turtle populaticns on Fure may be jecpardized. We are also con-
carned that Coast Guard's accommodation of travel requests to Kure and hospi-
tality may be unduly infringed upon.

For these reasons and need to assist the Coast Guard in their logistics
regarding access to Kure, this office will function as coerdinator for all M
ron-Coast Guard related travel to Kure. As agresd to by our Department and  //
the 1.5, Coast Guard, all persornel whose visitation to Kure Atoll is non- |
Coast Guard related will first be required to inform this Department of their
intenticns by letter specifying the nature of the visit, the period of visita-
tion, whether or not entry authorization into Midway has been cbtained and
whether Coast Guard transportation and accommodations are desired, The Coast
Guard will henceforth await a wriiten clearance from us before considering aiv
transport and lodging arrangements for any non—Coast Guard visits to Kure,



Memorandum
June 19, 1380
Paga Two

Because Coast Guard flights to Kure may include unscheduled stop-over at
the Midway Island U.5. Maval Air Facility, all visitors flying to Kure must
first chtain U.5. Navy Entry Authorization into Midway. Soch authorization
which entails the filling of a Statement of Personal Histery for security
clearance purpose may be cbtained from: Commander THIRD FLEET, Pearl Harbor
96860 (Attention: Security Manager - Code N11, Phone: 472-8622).

We believe this coordinating procedure to be of matual benefit to all

affected parties ard is consistent with our Department's respnrtsihil:l.t.lﬁs as.
administrators of Kure Atoll.

Your urnderstanding and cooperation regarding future visits to Kure Atoll

will be sincerely appreciated.

SUSIMI OND, Chairman and Member
Board of Land and Natural Besources

cc: Rear Admiral David Lauth, U.S. Coast Guard, l4th District

FLF, U.5, Coast Guard, l4th District
Commander, Third Fleet, Pearl Harbor
Mr. Doyle Gates, MMFS

vMr. Richard Shomuira, Director, WMFS, Honolulu ILaboratory
Mr. Dale Coggeshall, USEWS
Dr. Jack Davidson, Director, UH Sea Grant
Dr. John Caperon, Director, HIMB
Dr. Frad Famemots, Chairman, Emlc:gy Department, UH

- A1l Divisions, DINR

LA
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‘One big family’ of 19 on Ionely Kure

Tg sun wes sinking and it didnt look
like the plane woold be fixed in

time,

The Cosst Guard C-130 was parked on
Kure's bumpy coral runway,

“Yippee!" squeaked Connie Humble.
“We're going to have company — from
the real world.™

The populaticn of Kure is 19. All are

of the detachment that operates the
Guard’'s LORAN station, a huge
navigational anténna,

Homble and Jan Freeman are the only
women on the island.

Freeman was the first female to be sta-
tioned on Kure. Bhe asked for the sssign-
meat and arrived six months ago — after
the ﬂnm Guard installed, ahem, a new

with civilization is the twice-m C-
10 flight, which brings food and other
necgssithes, television tapes snd mall.
The plane stays only three of four
— long enough to drogp off the
plies and for the crew o chow down.
plane has to take off for Midway before
sundown because Kure has no runwey

lights.
But the C-130 ¢crow members whi

..-durlhrﬂm month discovered a

roblem Be they warmed up the engines:
s'llth!drauﬁtm that runs the land-

. Mﬂ"“'ﬁnﬁ Tmy'hd thy
wWaE @ u '
rr-E-men knew that 'dh'.';'-l'm I‘.I;

before dark they'd be

Advartiser military sriter

And that's why Humble was ha -
ism't often that Kure pgeis overnight

Euests.

But she wax ultimately disa ted.
The pump was fixed and the book
off In the waning light. '

But it wouldn't be the last Hme the
plane broke down that trip.

Wbﬁn women first were sent to Kure,
there was some contern abant how
would work together,

But Freeman, who runs the station slnh?-
ply store, reports no harassment, and
men =&y Freeman and Humble “handle
themselves pretty wll.””

Morale seems good on Kure. The food
tasty: a bear from the pantry is 356

Tours of duty are for ope year, but it's
" ax ono of the men ex-
it, because the faces are always
same and thare's mwhern elan to go.
. “Ome big family'' is what another man
called the community, “T's like being
married to 18 people ﬂ the same thme. "

S Kure is only one of th
ﬁm; of the C-130 flights,
leave Barbers Poinl every other

and return two days later,
’meir ather chief mizsion is to patrol
Morthwestern Hawallan Islandz for
H.'l.ml th boats, But given that the
000 miles long and fizh-
’mt Eroumds u:hm:l for 200 miles, that
three-day search iz somowhat haphazard.

if boats fishin ;
1w, ﬂnﬂﬂnﬂﬂw:tmm do f”lﬂtﬂll

graph the vessels amd forward the :
tures to the State ant. b
Officers recall th

The next time tht ahgper was caught,
1

The Coast Eulrlh ﬂa.p-ummullliu for
5 and modical emergencies also
uhm't the fishing patrols.

The plane had not oven taken off on its

Wodnesday patrol from Midway when the
crew was instructed to return to Barbers
Fntliw'lﬂlnm.nnl'hlmdnmnﬂitiﬂn

The clinic ol Midway is not geared to
handle surgery, so serious medical cases
are evacuated to Tripler Modical Centar,

Th imll.l].ﬂ.u was waiting at the air-

thﬂ!sm‘l were ready to

hunrd le'lmn uﬂnd broakdown
oecur

8o a Hﬂlﬂd C-lﬁl WS :-ent out from
Barbers Point with a spare prop,

Hawaiian Islands

1




REPCRT BN THE ACCIUEWTAL CAPTURE AND RELEASE OF A
LEATHERBACK S5EA TURTLE 1K THE NDRTHWEST HAWAIIAKN ISLANDS

Robert L. Humphreys, Jr.

On September 22,1980 while fishing at Kure Island gboard tha
EASY RIDER TOD, an edult leastherback ses turtle, [Jermochel coriaces,
wes brought to the surface while retrisving lobster gear. The turtle's
left front flipper had become entangled in the polypropylene rn#e which
connected & string of 253 lobster trans on the bottom., As the turtle
was hauled slowly te the surfoce, it offered no resistance and though
alive, it made very little movement on its own. No attempt was made ¥n
1ift the turtle out of the weter and onboard the ship. Efforts made to
untangle the turtle from onboard the ship failed; the turtle began ;n
roll over entangling its head in the line thereby placing the head
below the surface. At this point<the captain, Gary "Skip" Maftel, decided
to enter Lhe water and attempt to Tree the turtle from there. Whether
the line was untengled or cut is not reczlled, but ths turtle was sub-
sgnuontly released and sppeared to swim slowly down underneath the ship
and out of siyght. The elapsed time from the turtle's retrieval to its
releace was approximately 15-30 minutes.

The trap string had been set at 1745 hours on September 20,1980 and
retrieval started st 0747 hours on September 22,1980, The incident
occurred in the morning sometime betwesn 0B00 and 1000 hours. The depth
of the lobster gesr ranged from 16-22 Tethoms and the end to end position

of the string was ss follows:



2872143 W 170729, 5w - 28923 600 176724, 90
Unfartunately, no record was made as to which end of the louster string
the incident took place.

Three photographs of the incidont were taken and are included in the
report. while the captain of the EASY RIUER TOO was in the water along-
side the turtle vhe carapace length was egtimeted at & feet. The
apperent condition of the turtle upon relesse wes evhncertain since it
moved slowly awey and was observeble for a very short time. The only
apparent physicel damage to the turtle wes an imprint of the polypro-

aylane line at the base of the left front flipper.
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April 27, 1981

MEMORANDITY
0: Mr. Sveln Fougner, Executive Director, WPFMC
FioM: Craig D. MacDomald, Principal Investigator, Spiny Lobster Project

This memo is to documant obsarvations of Hawaiisn monk seals and graen
gea turtles seen in the study area of Xura Atoll where research om the
population biology of aniny lobasters i3 being conducted. An effort was made
by trained techniclans to regularly record these obhservatioma while working
shoard boats and whila diving in the study area. Despite this Intent, souma
obsarvations went unrecorded because of work situationa or inclement weather
during which persomnel were over-burdened by other matters which requirad
their full attention. However, I considar the ordar of magaitude of the
recorded observationa to be genarally representative of the overall fraquency
of such slghtings. The cbservationa, summarized in the following table, wers
made during the Iinterval January 1979=January 1981.

Monk Seals Gresn Turcles
Divar Foatk Diver Boak
5 a3 10 &

The atudy arasa in the lagoon at Fure Atoll is approximately 2 I;m1 and
encompassas an expanse of scattersd patch reefs separated by sand in shallow
water (1-10m depth). A total of 30 commercial-style lobster traps and 14
lobater larvae collesctors are parmanently deployed in this area. An
additional 6 larvae collectors are deployed along the lagoon margin in the
weatern and northern reef quadranta. All traps snd collacters hava lines
attached and are buoyed at the surface. There has been no indicatlon of any
interaction betwesn eithar monk seala or green sea turtles and this gaar.
Each weekend, twenty-five randomly selected traps were filshed overnight and
all larvaam collectora wera checked during the interval Juna 1%79-January 1981.
There were about 1300 man-dives made during the interval Januazy 1579 =7
January 19381, The few observations of monk seals and gresn turtles that were
made by divers indicated that these animals transited the study arsa without
mny apparent Interest in the sampling gear.

ect Mr. Doyle E. Gates, National Marine Fisheriea Service, Southwest Reglon
Mr. Eenji Ego, Hawall Divigion of Fish and Games
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Kane'Ohe,0%ahu HAWAI':
96744-1854

18 OCTOBER 1981

Mro. Gee H. Balazs, Chief
Hawai'i Inat of Marine Bielogy
PO Box 1346

Kane'Ohe, HAWAI'I 96744-1346

Dear Mr. Balass:

I have snjoyed your photos for sometime, especially in thia
years Dillinghem Corp Tide Calendsr.

Ciroumetanses brought us tegether when 1 was cperating my
Amateur Radie station end in econtact with Eure Island's club astation
when they had their medical smergenecy, hepatita.

At that time your effered teo provide Mr, Bart Dolman, WBGFBN,
with ene of yeur phetos, at the suggestien of one of your workeras en
Kure, I handled that"phene pateh",

I juat reseived my Q8L card from Bart and the pieture on Kure'p
Q5L 4is brautiful.

May I say my thanke to yeu for your part in helping us te help
Dave Goodwin, WBOIDS/Kure Is, the eperator there.

Apain, thanks fer your help end ssasistance in helping Ama teur
Kadie te help each other.

Mahale and Aleha, If you ever need @ radie eoparator to ge with
you on pome distant looatien, take an Amateur Radie eperator with you.

The¥'ll get the message through,
| 5;_;1?513 j‘_gf!,
L. Roger Wical, KHE

"Bloomin' Zipper FPlipper"

L. ROGER WICAL

BEA-FACIFIC
WHEELER AFB, HaWwall
GnESa
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