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. | ; - THE REGULATION will -
; : be ready for board consid-
eration either at its Oct. 2¢
or Nov. 9 meeting, Takata
. said.
- The regulation would
prohibit the sale of any

Here in Ha

o i leatherback, hawksbill or
Foow . green sea lurtles or any
PR parts of them — thus abol-

B ishing turtle steaks from
3 restaurant menus and use
' of turtles for curio and jew-
b " elry items.

- Green sea turtles could
% - be taken f?r iI;lorme con-
v ‘ sumption if their upper
o Bs):j;li:ifgﬂ?: . : 5 shell length was 36 inches
i i FRENCH ) . or more, Butluse of lrlllt:itsgo
= Hawaii has the largest " FRIGATE < : : capture turtles wo e
7and last remaining colony WSHOA}:S. 5 unlqwfu!.

of green sea turtles in the s & " . . Violations would be pun-
i'United States — and the ¥ . ishable with a fine of $100
“responsibility of safe- * - g;;r;npmsonment of upto 30
~guarding it, says George “ i y

~H. Balazs, University of _ &p&, BALAZS explains in his
~Hawaii marine biologist. . ) ! S testimony on the regula-
.+ It's the only green sea ' HONOLUW @ tion that the hawksbill and -
~turtle colony in the world Al leatherback turtles are on
-.that can dbe p(xi'otected_ agr;d ' i ' tht:J etl;ldangcre(z spﬂecies}list
“managed under a single 3 and the green turtle is list-
A govcrfﬁmﬁt’sf jugisdictiog - : ed as “dep{eted” through-
~at both the feeding an ¥ : out the world.
‘-breeding grounds, he [7 - - j He says the only nesting

- points out.

1 £ the Hawaii I site left for Hawaii’s green’
Balazs, of the Hawaii In-

sea turtles is at French

i stitute of Marine Biology,
~~has done extensive re-
! search on turtles and has
;led a_movement to save
-~ them from commercial ex-
2 ploitation.

%+ "THE-STATE Division of
+* Fish and Game now pro-
- poses such a re,g:ulation.
i~ Public hearings were held
«» Sept. 21 and the division is
.« accepting testimony  con-
- cerning the 'measure
.. through Saturday.

' Michio Takata, division
.- chief, said he has already
© received a “mountainous
“amount” of testimony,
" mostly favoring the regu-
» lation. .
i, The opponents primarily
are the commercial turtle
harvesters. (Only six per-
sons in the State hunted
turtles for profit last year,
according to Balazs. The

i

Frigate Shoals, about 480
miles west-northwest of
Honolulu.

In recent studies of the
nesting areas, he found the
.green turtle population to
be under 1,100. He said this
is a drastic drop from a
1968 estimate which placed

- the population - between

2,600 to 5,200. E
U.S. Fish and Wildlife
personniel have shown by

. tagging turtles that they

migrate from French Frig-
ate Shoals to the. major
Hawaiian Islands.

“IT CAN therefore he
concluded that French
Frigate Shoals is the only
remaining breeding
grounds for the feeding
population which inhabits
Hawaii’s major Islands,”
Balazs said.

The breeding grounds

. are federally protected as

most anyone earnced was

bt o the National Wildlife Ref-
$5,003.) ST 3 (05

S uge. But there is no protec-

Takata said the regula- % k?ﬁ‘@ ; tion for the feeding areas
tion will be presented to s b e St i“é’ in the main Hawaiian Is-
the Animal Species Advi- G b A M : lands, Balazs said, adding:
sory Commission at a HAR At “Any turtle colony with a

meeting Oct. 12 on Kauai.

total breeding population

Then it must goto the State ~ TURTLE TRANSPLANT — George Balazs displays of only slightly less than .
Board of Land and Natural & batch of turtle hatchings "brought from French 1,100 that is being subject-

Resources for approval.  Frigate Shoals for rearing at Coconut Island. — Staff ~ ©d to increasing COREIeR
' phcto by Warren R. Roll. )

o



'1al exploitation is most
refinitely in an insecure
asition.”’

He attributed ‘“‘ex-
remely large” increases
u pounds of {urtle caught
wer the past 10 years to
ne inerease in tourism,
vith the incentive coming
rom restaurants and ho-
g 1

“IF THIS is the case, it
nen logically follows that
. iew fishermen are erod-

i e
HAWAINAN WILDLIFE —

“chick” in the water

ing a unique Hawaiian re-
source to provide an exotic
luxury food for short-term
Mainland visitors,” Bal-
azs said.

“It is unforiunate that
those to suffer the most
from this practice will be
the low-income, less for-
tunate residents of Hawaii.
The turtle that could have
been captured for home
use to provide additional
meat will now be all the
more difficult to find.”

\ Green sea furtles bask peacefully in the sun with Hawaiian mon
at French Frigate Shoals in the northwestern islands of the Hawaiion archipelago. Note the large albatross
It had just taken off —learning to fly. That's as far as it got. — Photo by George Balazs.

Balazs appeals to restau-
rants to support the ban on

.sale of turtle meat.

“Replace the turtle on

your menu with other

equally attractive and ex-
otic luxury foods, such as
our locally grown Malay-
siian prawns,” he suggest-
e = .

[

“HELP SUPPORT our
studies so that one day you
may again serve turtle
steak — steak that is ob-

‘tained from domestically
raised animals specifically
for this purpose.”

Balazs said Archie Carr,
the world’s foremost au-

- thority on marine turtles,

+told him he would like to
see a moratorium on tak-

_ing of all sea turtles from

Hawaiian waters until a
careful survey of breeding,

' feeding and basking popu-

lations can be made.
The State House of Rep-
rescntatives has passed a

l; 5éui.s" and birds

bill sponsored by Rep. Ar
son Chong which wou!
provide funds to condu-
suchresearch.Themeasu-
is pending in the Sena:e
Balazs said.



