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Replogle.
“Everything is up for sale
, If we want to preserve our
al character, we have to start
now,” he said.
| Despite the long coast, only a

5-mile section of shoreline

easily accessible without us-
ng four-wheel-drive vehicles or
ng 12 miles to South Point.
These sites also contain an-
ent heiau and other culturally
or environmentally significant
leatures. Best known is the
black-sand beach at Punaluu.
Popular with residents and visi-
rs alike, Punaluu is also an im-
portant nesting ¢

ignizl-
Kawa Beach is a longtime
amping, surfing and fishing
ot that is part of a 315-acre
Honuapo (Whittington Beach)
purchased by a Califofnia
ompany for $2.8 million after
Sugar shut down. The
nty still owns and maintains
small beach park with re-
facilities

Federal and local elected offi-
ials are aiding the preserva-
ion efforts, Last summer, the
epartment of the Interior
116,000 acres of Kahuku
ch adjacent to Hawaii Vol-
oes National Park, increas-
the park size by 60 percent.
the dedication ceremony on
pt. 2, U.S. Sen. Daniel Inouye
nnounced that he and U.S.
. Ed Case are also trying to
cquire the remaining Kahuku
d makai of Highway 11. That
,500-acre parcel includes the
Damon ranch house and
ther historic ranch buildings
the 1870s.
“We are in a race against
. said Inouye at the dedica-
on. “As the urban sprawl con-
tinues to spread beyond Oahu
pnd into our neighbor islands ...
we must be very vigilant in set-
ing asl;lehthat which must be

| Hawail County Councilman,
Bob Jacobson, representing
una, Kau and South Kona,
ants the county to issue a
to purchase coastal wet-

and park lands at Punaluy,

u: Beaches provide nesting grounds for sea turtles

Kawa and Honuapo.

“These are- precious re-
sources that benefit the entire
island,” said Jacobson. He noted
that in private hands these areas
would not necessarily remain
open to the public. One group is

working to set up a #u Land
Trust to buy coastal areas on
e market

. Conservationist and
former rancher Replogle calls
the situation “an emergency.”
Local Realtor Mack McClelland
cited the probable development
of the coastline between Puna-
luu and Honuapo.

“We don't have a lot of time,”

"he said. “I have people coming

over here with cash you cannot
believe.” ;

One long-standing concern for
residents is the possible sale of
S untain at P u.—a

cre property that includes
an 18-hole golf course, tennis
courts and undeveloped land ex-
tending mauka of Highway 11,
the southern route connecting
Hiloand Kona. -

The Sea Mountain sales Web
site, operated by real estate firm
Grub & Ellis, includes a “pro-
posed resort master plan” call-
ing for the construction of
several new roads to reach
dozens of single-family residen-
tial lots, areas zoned multifamily
and “downtown” commercial/
hotel districts just above the
beach.

The Web site also states that
“Hawali County has a liberal zon-

— - . TF = -y

ing code which allows you to de-
velop each parcel in accordance
with its designated zone plus
other permitted uses listed un-
der each corresponding zoning.”

Portions of the golf course
closest to the Punaluu beach
park are zoned V-15 (resort-ho-
tel) or RM-2 (multifamily resi-
dential). Residents fear that the
fragile black-sand beach would
not be able to survive such de-
velopment.

The County of Hawali leases
land from Sea Mountain for its

Punaluu caﬁgérougg. beach
a %e t new owner could

terminate with 60 days’ notice.
Brooks Borror, m ng direc-
tor of Grub & Ellis’ Kona office,
did not return a call from the
Star-Bulletin comment.

But Sea Mountain is just one
of many worries.

Residents fighting to preserve
the agricultural base of the re-
gion failed to block a proposed
housing project 1.5.miles above
Pahala on former C. Brewer
sugar cane land. Despite last-
minute discussions on Nov. 12
with a 12-member delegation
from Kau, Mayor Harry Kim
signed a law that rezones 172
acres of land into 17 house lots
of five to-12 acres.

“Ag is my bag," said local
farmer and, It:l:fshm'eman Kyle
Soares, who advocated leasing
the land to farmers who will ac-
tually work it. -




