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Lower California Green Turtle Fishery

Of the varians Fshing tndusteivs that hove had a more oo
op the Senthere and Lawver Californin rorafs, one af Tk
pictieresyne of all, is the green turtle fishory.
biel now that seveval cilerprising conceens hare faben to rouning feetles @ wich
developuent way be erpecled.  In the arlicle below,

urting e gwst fishing season.

B headed due south out of the
Bay of Ban Mege on a Mikmila

trip 10 & point on the coast
of  Taower Callfornin, in Mexican
waters. Our schooner, the Catarina

was & queerlooking eraft, boil es-
peeially to handle the turtle trade
betwesn Lower California and San
Diege. Bha is & §0don vessel, pow-
ered with 8 pair of 20-hp. Union
onpgines, and encries & crew of saven
men. For almost the enties length
abie is covered with & superstrocture,

the after balf of which contains crew's

quarters, galley, dinlng room, ate.,
while in the ferward end Ja the =om-
partment  aslilotted 1o the caich of
turtlee. ‘This space I8 divided into
great racke all the way round, much
regembling a community bunkhousa
in & logging enmp, with tha bottons
of the bunks left ont, As this was the
firet trip of the sepsom, this forwapd
asoolbon was filled with gear used in
taking the turtles, [neluding several
rowboats apd plles of nets, ropos and
anchaors, ate, f

On arriving at the tarile egrounds
we Werg met by the launch Scont,
which 4 also used in the turtle fishery.
On the following morning the peis
wers holsted out and placed on tha
after deck of the Scout In preparatoin
for casting. Mo one seemod to hurcy
o get to work that moming, and on
Inquiring the reascn 1 found that the
turtlee drift in schools, coming up tho
bays and lageons with the tide. The
neis are spread on the flood tide, and
aa the turtles go out on the ebh they
fnd themsolves entangled and wlifm.
ataly eapiured.

When the tide was just about at the
flond we started out on the Seowt to
sprend the nets. These are of 15-in,

meeh, and from S00 fe o 1200 ft. long

and from 12 to 40 fi. deep. By the
time our Jast net was get the tide was
terning. and we began to sse results
around the first neis set, as in geveral
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plneas the cor¥ floats were enapplng
annd jumping, first under then ouat of
the water, and & general tormoil
seamied to be In progress. The row
boats were now shoved off from the
lainch and the fislkermen hegan tha
task of ntangling the turtles from ihe
nats and bauling  them abpard.  In
most cases this &8 no childe® play, as
many turtles are great fighters, and
sobetimes welgl as high na 1,000 Fha.
The avernge welght i8 about 150 lha,
at alx years, and this seems to be tha
aga at which the tortle does most of
his roaming about. Those caught
welghed on the average from 100 to
200 lha., though in & cargo thera will
be mony above this range.

On filllng a rowhoat, which wonld
hald not more than four or fiva Turtles,
wa woald row over to the Scont and
discharge our load on the deck: and
she In torn, when londed, would ruon
aver Lo the Cataring, a rope wonld be
placed around  the furtles” flippors,
and they would be holsted from the
launch and dropped into the schooner,
te take thelr places on the rack pre-
viously mentioned. Thus the days go
aatil all the rack spaca 18 [ull, and
then the Cotarina, with 376 to 400
tortlez on board heads north for ihe
GAnOery,

‘Tha firat day s haul netted 78 of the
b groen turtles, and by nlght they
wara all stowed away and we ware
rendy for the next day's work. On
the second day we saw o baitle be-
twesn o Mg green iwrile welghing
close to 404 lbs and f ghark from 7
to 8 ft. long. Sharks will not molesk
& Lurtle when he i3 {ree even though
he Is asleep on the water, bot Iet the
turtle gat entangled and unable to de
Iend himsalf and a shark will attack
him in a minute.

This was a wicked fight, the shark
linging and soapping wiih those
wicked =aw teeth of his. After
about tha fourth lange I puess that
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teae spechocalnr growth dweing the Tosl decads
e arenest reeedd I allain D porfanes, and profably fhe wost
A gt tary business kas been done in (his fine

for soure pears.
farger ived mwore speteualfis
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the eharle had anonghi anyway we
did not ses him again nnd then thres
of us proceeded to get this big Iellow
Inta tha row boat and it was fust absut
all that we wanted to do.  Howover
v finally got him on hig back in the
dtom of the oat, aonl bg alone cog-
stituted o good load,

It |z estimated that some of thess
big fellows are over 150 vears old,
They Hva only in warm waters and it
EeEmE that as & gemeral thing the
largest of the species are found in the
Galf of California. The summer faa-
8001 Is thelr breeding tme, asd the
females go up oo tha sandy heaches
an mos-light nights and deposic thelr
eggs in the warm sund, wherg they
luter hatch.  The female tarile da-
posits from 300 Lo 1000 eges in thig
way, and after the young are batched
they crawl to the water by mstinet
and begln eailing the seaweed and Erns:
505, From that moment they =hift
for themselvos through 1fe.  The
turile §s etricily & vegetorian and ants
nothing but weeds and grasses

Our siay ot the lagoops wns (hres
days and we brought back a aargn of
350 turtles, the largest being the ona
that had the fight with the shark. Af
ter o plessant irip up the ooask wa
dropped  anchor once mors in Ban
MMego bay opposite the plant of the
Nutional City Cometerciol Company,
who are the largest producers of green
turtle products in the Tolied States.
The hatch was thrown open and once
more the tartle was hoisted at 3 rope's
end and dropped over the side nto a
goow and then was transported to the
Ellling pen, This is a large pond from
2 b0 5 feet doep, and the entirs cateh
is first placed in thie pen and used
us they are wanied, the average lill-
Ing about 2 tonz a day.

There s practically #o waste st all
to the green turtle and It is surpris-
ing to note thet what fa called the
8lell or the ook is mode up Into a
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Killing Pen, Intp Which Turtles are Diggharzed from: the Bohoomes amd Meld wntil Wanted at the Cannsry

very palatable dish called green mesat,
Aftor kllling, the cnreass B8 quartersd
and there are two varieties of meat
known as groen sand white, the green
beiog the back, the head, the flippers,
and #ll partz which are exposed, TUn-
der ihese He the white mest, and
Irom this I8 token the delicacy known
&8 turtle  steaks, which resembles
ehicken; it is very white in color after
cooking. The first process is scaling,
&id thif {2 done in much the soma
manper as gealing a fish. The Oippers
are ien cat out and eplit in several
plRces a2 also are the heads and necks,
They are then thrown inbo vate and
eooked 20 bours. In the process of
covking, seven different  vegetables
and nive different spices  are used,
After 2 bours cooking the green meat
has boozened from the white, and the
iwo are geparated and are ready for
canning.

The products put oot are; thick

BoUp, tclear apup, while ment, snd
gresn megt and akso a white and groen
maat mixed. Those are put ap o %
b, 1 Ib, and 2 1b, tins. A waluable ail
alze §8 produced. Aany of these tur
tes are very fat, the fot forming in
lavers on the inside of the back. This
1z all gatherad very carefully and ren-
dered owi giving n geaulilul golden
colored ofl, which is uwsed for many
purpeses, I i8 however, known and
usad mare  inm Mexico than in the
United Siales, and brings as high rs
#1000 per gallon, JMexican tortillias
of corn cakes fried in turtle o1l are
a rare delleacy indead, While the
turtle producis as yet are not what
might be copsidered o wellknown
household food, yet they are fast he-
coming recogiized as a very palateble
delicacy and thie company dizposed
of two earloads this last season and
find g constantly growing demand for
s ouotput.

EXAMINATION FOR SCIENTIFIC
ABBIBTANT

The . B Civil Service Commission
anopunees &0 eXamination for the
position of sclentific assistant for the
U, 8 Burean of Pisherles to take place
Angust 4, 19890, Three vacancies at
least are to he filled: AL Fairport, Ta,
£1,200 a year; at Beaufort, M. ., §1,4040
a year, nnd on the steamer Albnlross,
#1200 a year, The examination has
been postposed from June 23, owing
to the Insufflelent number of applica-
tons, and gualified pereons arve wrged
w apply atl once to the Civil Service
Commission for Form 1312, stating the
title af examination dasired.

MNEW OFFICES FOR OREGON COM-
MISEI0ON

The Oregon State Fish Commission,
lormerly located In the Oregon bulld-
ing. hag establiched new hendquariers
af 1104 dasco bollding. Portland.
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SHIPPING CARP

The Northweslern Fish Products
ocmpany, of Poriland, Ore, aceording
to &an  anouncemepnt from  Yakima,
Wash, will take & quarter of 5 mil-
lion pounds of carp oul of the sirerms
and Iakes of Yokimp county next fall
for shipment to Eastern markets, The
company will al=p take & large guans
tity of other fish for use In Ha by-
products ant.

A, P. F. EHIPPING FREBH FISH.

A, J. Sonsthagen, ropresting tha
Alaskn Pacific Fisheries, recently fook
space o Lhe olly dock st Juneau for
a fresh fish statbon, ehipping the fish
Bouth in boxies,
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