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I have been thinking about starting a Group bulletin since the last
meating at Tertuguero last July, and, after discussing the idea with other
Group members, I have decided that it would be a worthwhile updertaking. The
main reason for the existence of the Group iz to have members representing
strategic geographic areas who atand ready to be celled upon to respond
quickly in the event of an emergency situation involving sea turtles, Of
aourse, waiting for emergencies to happen i3 not & totally satisfying
approach to conservation. Our Specialist Qroup is made up of thirty
individuala, each of us working in hi= or her own wey for turtle conserva-
tion. There are few situations that call for, or even allow, group aoticn.
Because of tha,rarity of group action, & few members have expressed concern
that our Group iz inactive--i miscorception that iz quickly dizpelled when
one begina to look at the sccomplishmentz and efforts of our members, The
problem ia that we seldom hear about what other members are doing. Most of
ocir sccowplishments are mede individually, although sometimes encouraged or
helped directly by other sembers, The purpose of thiszs bulletin is to
enaourage these aynergistic interactions by leproving communication among
cursalves, The bulletin will ocireulate only to Group members and to a few
WWF and IUCH administrators. It is hoped this very limited distribution will
keep the tone informal as well &s the costz low. Meny of us have never met;
I hope this informal exchange will let us get to know one another better, as

well a2 fogter clogser communication between cur Speclallst Group and IUCH/WWE
administration,

This short bulletin will in no wey supplent the Haplpe Turtle Hewgletter,
but rather complement i1t. Long editorials and data presentations are beyond

the =zcope of the bulletin. ERather, it will include brlef descriptiona of
projects by Oroup members that are underway, about to be undertaken, or
completed; will call attention to specific threats to aea turtles; and wiil

contain requesta by Oroup members for help in the form of letters, advice or
data.

To sbtart with, the Group has received & reguest from IDCH to pricritize
sea turtle projects., The Freshwater Chelonia Specialist Group, under the
direction of Ed Moll, pricritized projects and several were funded. Pricriti-
gation not only is a greet help to funding agenciesa, 1t al=o servea to orient
the actions of our Group, Please send your suggesations for high pricrity and
lower pricrity projects to me. Try to maintain a world-wide perspective in
setting your pricrities, In the next issue(a) I will include all of the
reaponses I recelve ao that we can reach & consensua on the pricrities before
forwerding them to IUCH. A few examples I suggest as high pricrity:

1. & project to work towards copntrolling (not Jjust dooumenting) interna-
tional trade in hawksbills, T would particularly appreciate suggestions frem
Itaru Uchida eon any possible approach that we might take towards this end.

g+ A projeck to measure nest sucoess and determine the causes of pest
fallure at the olive ridley arribads beach at Ostional, Coata Rica, in order
to provide necessary data for development of a management program.



3+« A project to further the export of the turtle exeluder device (TED)
technology to certein targeted areas inoluding the Gulf of Mexico and the

area off the ccast of Surinam and French Ouians where trawling is a major
cause of mortality for Kemp's ridleys and olive ridleys, respectively.

An informative Southeast US Regicnal Sea Turtle Conference was held in
Orlands, Florida, on 5-f April 1485, Peter Pritchard was on the orgenizing
copmittee., Jeanne Mortimer spoke about her work with marine turtiea in the
Seychelles. Other Oroup members attending the meeting were Earen Bjerndal,
Archie Carr, Anne Meylan, Nicholas Mrosovsky and Larry Ogren.

Anyone interested in vorking to introduce the turtle excluder device
(TED) for trawling vessels in your zrea can write to Mr, Chuck Oravetz,
Chief, Protected Species Management Branch, Nationzl Marine Fisheries
Service, 9450 Koger Blvd., St. Fetersburg, FL 33702 USA. He is very willing
to help in any way he can; George Hughes and Colin Limpus are already working
with him. :

Nicholas Mrdsovsky has hed no responsae to hisz request for hawksbill eggs

in the last Marine Turtle Newsletter. If anyone can help him obtain hawks-
bill egga for a temperature-zex determination study, please write to him.

A major study of the effects of oil on turtles at sea, funded by the U3
government and directed by Dr. Peter Lutz, has been started. For those
interested in this work, Peter's address is Dept. of Biology, Ro=zenstiel
Sohool of Maripe Scilence, Univ. of Miami, 5600 Rickenbacker Causeway, Miami,
FL, 33149 TBA.

Jearne Mortimer has recently returned frem the Seychelles, where she
completed a very succeszeful three-year project with marine turtles., The
Jgproject was funded by IUCHN. Jeanne's address i= now: Dept. of Zoology,
Univ. of Florida, Gainesville, FL 32611 US4,

Satish Bhaskar has been hired by IUCH for a very demanding project with
the sea turtles at Irian Jaya, Indonesia., I hope Satish will keep us
informed as Lo his progreass,

A small population of green turtles that feeds around Johnsten Atoll in
the Central Pacific has been a subject of concern because the US Army plans
to build a large incineration plant on the island to burn toxic chemicals now
stored there. Through an effort led by George Balszs and assisted by Earen
Bjorndal and Anne Meylan, the safety of the turtle population was given full
attention in the Envirommental Impact Statement and in the plan for
conetruction of the incineratlon plant. George should be commended for
risking his health by visiting what must be one of the most polluted places
on earth to gather data on the Johnston Atoll green turtle population.

Also, George's efforts to encourage countries to issue sea turtle stzmps
as a conservation and education tool contimue to be successful, George and
Edgardo Gomez have just published a paper degeribing all known =ea turtle
stamps in The Chelonian Documentaticn Cepter Mewsletter.




Adrchie Carr was asked to give the prestigious Fairfield Dsborn Memorial
Leoture on Environmental Science at Rockefeller University,; Hew York; in
Marah 1984, Hisz topic.was the conservation of sea turtles, In April, the
National Auduben Scociety presented hrchie with the first Hal Borland Award,
which is to De given anmually to Man individual who--through writing,
photography, or art--has pade & lasting contribution to the understanding,
appreciation, and protesticn of natupe,?

I have been working with the Bahamas Hational Trust end Michael Weber of
the Sea Turtle Resoue Fund to incorporate the Fund's excellent, bi-lingual
(Spanizh-English) sea turtle education packet into the curriculum of Bshamien
schools. These packets are now being used with grest success in St. Luecia
and the Dominican Republis. Anyone interested ahould write to Mr. Michael
Waeber, Directer, Sea Turtle Rescue Fund, 624 9th Street MN.W., Washington,
‘D.C. 20001 USA. In March, T spoke to approximately 1000 people about sea
turtle biuluzwfand conservetion at two publie lectures sponsored by the
Audubon Maturalist Soclety and the Seithsonian st the Smithsonian Institu=
tion, Weshington, D.C.

By necesslity,; this iszsue of the bulletin has focused on US happenings., I
hopa that all of you will send in contributions so that future issues will
have a pore even coverage, Please sand the informaticon in & form that can be
put directly into the bulletin. I alszo hope that I will hear from all of you
gbout turtle project pricrities,

Mailing and reproduction costa for this issue were covered by the Department
of Zoology, Univeraity of Florida, CGaineaville.

Any cpinion expressed here are those of the authors and do not necessarily
represent those of the sponscrs or editor.



IUCN/SSC MARINE TURTLE SPECTALIST GROUP BULLETTH

Earen A. Ejn?::?ﬁl
Nurber 2 - Departnmt o ogy
July 1984 University of Florida

Gainesville, FL 32611 0sA

We have a new member to welcome to our group: Mr. Cuy Marie Fabio Guagni
dei Marcovaldi, coordinator of Brazil's marine turktle project, His address
is Fundacao Garcia D'Avila, Rua Areal de Cima no, 17, Largo 2 de Julho,
Balvador - BA, Brasil,

According to information received from Patricia Chable, SS5C, two more of
our merbers, in addition to Satish Bhagkar, will be assisting with turtle
conservation efforts in Indonesia. Joop Schulz will assist the Indonesian
government in preparing a Turtle Conservation Strategy in mid-1984. Colin
Limpus will train officers of the Indonesian Directorate of Conservation in
management techniques. Both consultancies are being coordinated by Rodney
Salm, WHF/IUCN Representative in Indonesia.

Satish Bhaskar's address in Irian Jaya is: c/o WW@/TOCN Project Leader
for Irian Jaya, P. 0. Box 525, Jayapura, Irian Jaya, Indonesia,

The three-volume English edition of the Procesdings of the Hestemn
Atlaptic Turtle Svpposium (WATS) is now available. Copies will be sent to
all participants, Harold Hirth, Larry Ogren and Raren Bjorndal were editors
of the proceedings, If there are any questions sbout the proceedings or
about WATS IT (now planned for Fall 1987 in Puerto Rico) , contact Mr.
Frederick Berry, Naticnal Marine Fisheries Bervice, 75 Virginia Beach Drive,
Miami, Florida 33149 Usa.

Three conferences are to be held within the year that are of potential
interest,

1. George Balazs sent information about a Workshop on the Fate and
Impact of Marine Debris to be held in Honolulu, Bawaii, 26-29 Novesber 1964,
Sea turtles figured prominently in the brochure. For more information,
contact Dr. R, S. Shomura, Hational Marine Fisheries Service, P. 0. Box 3830,
Honolulu, HI 96812 USA, I am sure George will attend the workshop, and I
hope he will summarize any information bearing on sea turtles for us.

2, A Symposium on Endangered Marine Animals and Marine Parks will be
held in Cochin, India, 12-16 Janmary 1985, Dr. E. G. Silas (President,
Marine Biological Assoclation of India, P. 0. Box 1023, Cochin 682 011,
India) wrote that they are very interested in having sea turtle papers
presented at the symposium,

3. The Fourth World Conference on Breeding Endangered Species in
Captivity will be held in Barderwiik, Metherlands, 24-27 September 1984,
Details can be cbtained from Mr, Dick van Dam, Director, Rotterdam Zoo,

POB 532, Rotterdam 3005, Netherlands.



I have received a letter from Dr. D. M, Jones, menber of the Captive
Breeding Specialist Group of 550/I0CN. He has written to all of the
specialist group chairmen asking for a list of species that "should be the
subject of special attention by the Captive Breeding Specialist Group and
throngh them the zoo world." Unless I hear otherwise frmp you, in three
weeks T will write to Dr. Jones that we consider Kemp's ridley to be the only
species that may be in need of assistance through captive breeding. If you
do not agree, please let me know.

George Balazs also sent word that the small Pacific nation of Vanuatu has
recently completed their fishery regulations. Under Order Mo. 49 of 1983,
"No person shall disturb, take, have in his possession, sell or purchase any
tortle eggs; interfere with any turtle nest; or sell, purchase or export A
tartle or the shell thereof of the species Eretmochelws imbricata, known as
the hawksbill turtle," These regulations are largely a result of information
exchanged at a sea turtle conference held in Noumea, New Caledonia, in
Decenber 1979, in which George Balazs, Archie Carr, Peter Pritchard and
8ylvia Spring participated.

George Hughes would like to know if anyone has tagged a leatherback with
tag number 1341, A leatherback with this tag mumber was found 20 December
1983 at Tongaland, Natal, South Africa. His worker, not realizing the
significance of the find, did not check the retumn address. The nimber is
not one that he has used, but it may have been a badly stanped J 341, which
George has used.

George Hughes also suggested that he would like to see a brief summary of
results from a season's work appear in the bulletin because of the long time
it takes for details to appear in print. I think this is a good idea; if you
agree, please provide summaries when they are available., A summary of
George's 1983/1%84 results is attached.

Project priorities received to date are as follows (not necessarily
.disted in order of importance within each member's contribution):

Harold Hirth: "I think the top priority of the IOCN/SSC Marine Turtle
Specialist Group is to determine, with the help of the entire marine turtle
expert community, which species or populations of sea turtles are endangered,
vulnersble, rare, indeterminate, out of danger and insufficiently known.
Secondly, we should provide advice on what to do about the conservation of
populations in these categories, Needless to say, the problems of and
solutions for each population will probably be unicue.®

George Hughes: "I would sympathise with your view of the furthering of the
uge of TED, There is no doubt that many turtles die through trawling and
more active demonstration and marketing may help distribute TED, In fact I
would agree that all three projects that you listed deserve high priority.

"An additional project could be ways and means of identifying
legitimately harvested turtle products so as to avoid confusion between legal
and illegal products. You may consider that such a project should be
undertaken by the farmers and ranchers but I believe it would be better done
by an independent worker. Punds could be sought from such sources though.



- -

"Another project I consider of value would be a review of monitoring
technigues for sea turtle populations, The recommendations from such a
project would provide a series of techniques which if applied generally could
give us the ability to compare populations of the same species and see
whether conservation efforts are in fact paying. dividends."

Hicholas Mrosoveky: "Projects to assist existing turtle ranches cperate in
ways undetrimental to local populations where these are abundant; guidance in
the development of turtle ranches as they become more numerous; encourage
ranches to break into existing (pre-ranching) markets for turtle products.
Included in this would be work on marking the turtle products,

"Development of management plans for places where exploitation is already
going on and turtles are numerous (e.g. Ostional). This is different from
data collection as a prelude to future management plans. Any management
schemes would be interim, and established in a way that made it possible to
modify them in the light of further data,

"Work on sex ratio. Thia is one of my own special research interests, so
perhaps T should not suggest it, I do think in the long run it is very
important—for hatchery practices, for the predicted greenhouse effects and
other reasons.”

I hope to have more contribotions from menbers to include in the next
bulletin,

Mailing and reproduction costs for this issue were covered by the Department
of Zoology, University of Plorida, Gainesville.

Any opinion expressed here are those of the authors and do not necessarily
represent those of the sponsors or editor.



AYNUAL RESEARGH REPORT i I ATRIL 1983 - 31 “iAuch 1984

Dr. G.R. Hughes

Assistant Directer Conservation

(i} Tongaland Sea Turtle Project

INTRODUCTIOR - Origive’ly ertablighed to sviuds breziing bBielogy of the
loggerhead and leatherback curcle populations, Now
results are used almost purely for nonitoring purposes.

OBJECTIVES:- Population agaessmont

STUDY AREA Tongaland coast from Kosi Bey Mouth southwerds to Mobibi.
-AND TIH TIWIHG*~ October 1983 = Mareh 1984 .

EESULTS

(1)  Taegipg

Previous
1983 /B4 Highest Number
(a) Leatherbacks
Total nucber females lhandled B0 +I1E = 7 82 {1930/81)
(ircluding 18
aouth of
BULVEY araa)
RBccovaries of females
: previonsly tagped. 32 37 (1830781)
Pemicration rate. &8 T 52,358 {1981/82)

(b3 Loggerheads

Totel punber [emales handled., G425 + 4 = 420 408 (1978/79)
& sputh of
survey area)

Recoveries of females
previoasly LP'HFi Fa2 (1975/76)
Hemigration pate. 30, 8% 50,68 £1975776)

The best legporfiead year we have ever had and this is very encourTaging.
Leatherbacks were disappointing and we would have expected a heller season.
(&) adule taj rec r_1'..{\-1:|_|_u

-

Orig antmsl bag been veported as roceived in Lindi, Tonzania
vut details have oot -f roached

[E5Y FEAGfy Poisan

A




L

Barhes

(ii)

Ciii)

GOALS =

Hatchling Markings

A total of 7583 logperhead hatchlings were notched this season by
clipping out, as viewed from above and the rear, the second right
marginal and the fourth left marzinal. Post-cevtral scales are not
regavded as m%hinala.

The total of 133 542 loggerheads hstehlings have been notched and

rolomseod einee 1973,

Erg Translocation

20281 loguerhead eggs were trancsiocated to the Marine Ressrve sibe
gsuth of Sodwana. Hatchling success was 65,57 with a successful
cmergance vate of 64,3%. This i= a very satisfactory result
coneidering the distance translocated which wes between 50 and 90 K.

(a) New corrosicn proof Titanium tags have been purchased from
1 1 - » " -
Stockbrands™ Australia and will be used in the 1984/85 season,
Tht lecking device is an improvement on the Kentucky Monel tags.

{b) Ezg translocation next scasen will he cloesely monitored pnd in
assvciation with the progremme work will commence on pivotal
Lemperatures im incubating eggs by Mre Maxvell of the University
of Durban - Westwille,
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I have a few quick notes to send out before I leave on a two—week
vacation. I received a letter from Grenville Lucas, Chairman of S8C, with
three items of possible interest,

1, UNEP has invited TUCN to explore with 0SSR authorities the
poseibilities for utiliZzing credits in rubles to finance conservation
projects in that currenicy. Please notify the Executive Officer if you
can suggest candidate projects that might qualify.

2. A Program Officer at TOCN is beginning to construct a proposed
Wetlands Program for IDCN and as material for a WWF Campaign to start in
the fall of 1985, The Executive Officer will welcome any suggestions or
candidate projects that should be considered for inclusion.

3. The number of newsletters produced by SSC Specialist Groups continues
to grow (at least 16 at present). These, along with the new S5SC
Newsletter, have bequn to attract inquiries about outside subscriptions.
One suggestion is to offer a package of all the Group Mewsletters (of
those willing to participate) for a flat rate to outsiders with the
income (no doubt modest) returned to the Groups for newsletter expenses.
Please let the Executive Officer know your wishes. Would you prefer to

k your newsletter private and in- » or would you not object to it
ha a wider, paid circulation? Any alternate suggestions?

~ If you have any suggestions regarding the first two items, please forward
them to me, I will send all of our group's ideas in one package to Bob
Scott, to make his life a little easier, and I will publish the lists in
future bulletins,

Regarding the third item, in order to keep our bulletin very informal so
that we all feel free to contribute any odd thought or fancy, I would like to
write to Bob Scott rting the idea in general, but asking him not to
inclode our bulletin any publications. If any of vou disagree or have any
comments, please let me know by 20 October.

While we are on the subject of the bulletin mailing list, I would like to
clear up a possible point of confusion. In his recent letter to all of us,
Kat Frazer mentioned that I had declined to add his name to the mailing
list, I would like to quote from my letter to him regarding this point.

"I am happy to hear that the MIN will continue with you as editor;
that is good news. I am also glad that you realize that the Specialist
Group Bulletin is mot in competition with the MIN. As I discussed in the
introduction to the first bulletin (copy enclosed), the two serve very



- -

different purposes and andiences. I have resisted all ions to
extend the distribution of the bulletin in order to keep its tone very
UG Ay MERSeN of. reRRARS TAEYaST Cha EATME IR wid e M,
rance between et -
Tt hfu:nghia reason that I am afraid that I must alsc decline to add
your name to the mailing list, It would be impossible for me to justify,
to myself and others, sending the bulletin to you and not to the many
conservation organizations in the 0.5, and elsewhere that have
accomplished so much for turtle conservation. If I were to extend the
mailing list, not only would I leave myself open to criticism for
'compet ing' with the MTN, but, more important, I fear I would decrease
the chances for the bulletin to accomplish its primary
purpose—increasing commmication and action among group members.

"You may be sure that T will forward to you all information that would
also be of interest to MIN readers, In this way, we can ensure that the
information reaches the -greatest number of people, and that the bulletin
has the greatest chance to attain its goals.”

This brings Up the next pilece of now old, but still happy, news: the
Marine Turtle Wewsletter is once again being published. If you hawve not
received the two recent issues, please let the new editor know so that he can
correct his mail list: Dr. Mat Frazer, MPOMP, Woods Hole Oceanographic
Institute, Woods Hole, MA 02543 USA. I know you need no encouragement from
me to give the Marine Turtle Newsletter and its new editor your full support.

The OBECS/FAO Workshop on the Barmonization and Coordination of Fishery
Regimes held in Castries, Saint Locia, 30 July-4 Aongust 1984 approved a
moratorium on the capture, possession or disturbance of all sea turtles and
turtle eggs. Mr, Peter Murray, who was the Mational Representative from
Saint Lucia at WATS, prepared the paper on sea turtles for the OECS/FAD
Workshop. Members of OECS are Antigua, Dominica, Grenada, Montserrat, St.
Kitts/Mevis, St. Lucia and St. Vincent. Anguilla, British Virgin Islands and
Barbados also had representatives at the workshop., Milton FKaufmann and Jim
Richardson of WIDECAST are preparing a working paper to support the OECS/FAD
moratorium and are interested in any information you may have on sea turtles
in the Lesser Antilles, Please send information to Dr. James Richardson,
WIDBCAST,- Institute of Ecology, University of Georgia, Athens, GA 30602 DSA,

Peter Murray, mentioned above, spent two weeks at Tortuguero this summer
being trained in sea turtle conservation technigues by Jeanne Mortimer, who
was in charge of the Tortuguero work this summer.

Colin Limpus had a very successful two—week training program (both
lectures and field work) for fisheries officers in Indonesia in July. Rodney

Salm reports that there is now interest in repeating the course, perhaps on
an annual basis.

Archie Carr will be attending the IUCH General Assembly in Madrid, 3-4
November 1984,

Mailing and reproduction costs for this issue were covered by the Department
of Eoology, University of Florida, Gainesville,

Any opinion expressed here are thoge of the authors and do not necessarily
repregent those of the sponsors or editor.
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I would like to take this opportunity to welcome the new members to the
Specialist Group. The new members are:

Ms. Aban Marker Kabraji Dr. E. G, 8ilas Mr. Khan Mohadin
Director, Begional Office Marine Biological Assoc. Director, STIHASU
WWF = Pakistan P.0. Box 1023 P.0O, Box 436

1 Bath Island Road Cochin 682011 Paramaribo
Karachi 0402, Pakistan " India Suriname

The S5ixth Annual Workshop on Sea Turtle Biology and Conseérvation will be
held 19=21 March 1986 in Waverly, Georgia, Will those of you who are planning
to attend please let me know immediately? I would like to plan a short Group
meeting there. I need to know your arrival and departure dates and times so
that we can reserve & room at a mutually convenient time. Algo, I would
welcome any suggested agenda topics. Thank you.

IDCH, WWF and S5C are working together to revamp their procedures and
forme for [unding grants. They are trying to expedite the funding procedure,
and to ensure adequate review of the proposals. The current plan is to
request that people seeking financial support first submit a short, pre-
proposal. This brief project statement will allow WWF to quickly judge
whether the tople falls within the range that can be funded by WWF. If the
proposal can be considered for funding, a more complete project plan will be
requested. These proposals will be reviewed in conjunction with the
appropriate IUCH Commigzsions and Speclalist Groups. As a first step in this
process, a leatherback proposal was reviewed by seven members of our Group
this paest wyear, I think all who were involved will agree that the review
process and follow-up were a great improvement over past practices. 1 have
enclosed” a copy of the form that WWF has distributed. I will keep you all
informed of any changes that occur as the new procedures develop.

If you request funds either directly from Robert Scott or through WWF,
please let me know. All such requests are forwarded to me for my opinion, and
I will be better able to support your requests if I understand why you are
requesting the funds and what conservation benefits you expect to result.

IUCH and WWF rely heavily on priorities set by the Specialist Groups in
making funding decisions. As you may recall from earlier Bulletins, we have
been requested to draw up a set of priorities for marine turtle conservation.
IUCH and WWF now rely on the Comservation Strategy that was adopted at the
World Conference on Sea Turtle Conservation held in Washington, D.C. in 1979,
George Balazs has suggested that, rather than try to undertake the difficult
tagk of developing a set of priorities de novo, we modify the Conservation
strategy. I think this is an excellent idea, particularly since this document
is now used by IUCH and WWF. We can take either of two different approaches.
Each of us could make whatever changes are felt necessary, and I could compile
all comments and circulate the compiled version for group approval. Or, we
could appoint a committee to rework the priorities and submit its version for
group approval . Please write and tell me whether: (1) you think we should
rework the Conservation Strategy, (2) we should take the individual or



committee approach, and (3) vou would be interested in serving on the
priorities committee if that approach should be selected. Also, please let me

know 1f you do not have access to & copy of the Strategy, which was
distributed at the Conference and is included at the end of Eiology and

Conservation EE Sea Turtles.

Setting priorities has taken on added interest, because we actually have
some money. WWF/International is holding 510,000 for our Group that it
accepted from WWF/Japan who rteceived a contribution from the Japan General
Herchandise Importers Association. There are no restrictions on how the money
iz to be spent, but there was general agreement that the money could be best
used in a series of small awards rather than in one or two larger ones.

Rene Marquez and Mario Hurtade worked to plan and carry out the wvery
guccessful Firat Symposium on Marine Turtles in the Western Pacific held in
San Jose, Costa Bica in December 1983. George Balazs attended the Symposium,.
I have enclosed a copy of the agreement that was drawm up at the Symposium and
signed by official representatives of 10 nations. We are working now Lo
coordinate this  intermational  agreement with IUCH"s  Commission on
Environmental Policy, Law and Administration.

Harold Hirth is about to set out oo & ¢trip to sSurvey sea Eurtle
populations in the eastern Atlantic islands and the north coast of Africa. It
iz hoped that he will be able to extend his survey Eto Equatorial Guinea in
response to two requests we have received for help in that country: one from
Dr, Bizimana Adada in the Hinistry of Agriculture, Livestock and Eural
Development of that country, and one from WWF/International. Harry s work,
conducted under the aegis of the Marine Turtle Specialist Group, 18 being

funded by Wildlife Conservation International of the Hew York Zooclogical
Society.

The Hew York Zoological Society also funded a visit by Colin Limpus to the
Foilippines to develop plans for establishing the Philippine Turtle Islands as
a ASEAN Heritage Park. This latest wvisit is a continuation of the on-going
effort of our Group, headed by Stanley de Silva, to protect the Turtle Islands
shared by 5abah and the Philippines. These islands are of critical importance
tg~ sea turtles in the region. If vyou have suggestions as to how we can
further this project, or if you have had experience with ASEAN Heritage Parks,
please write to either Stanley de Silva or me.

George Hughes reports that his 1984/1985 season was an excellent one, and
gent the enclosed summary of his results for the Bulletin.

I would like to remind all of you that George Balazse has agreed to
maintain & computerized data base on all records of sea turtles entangled in
or lngesting debris, such as nets and lines that have been set adrift, tar
ballg, plastic bags, etc. We all recognlze that the increasing pollution of
our oceans is & seripus threat to sea turtles, but it ip difficult to guantify
the extent of the problem. Only by accusulating all anecdotal records, will
we be able to prove that the danger ig a real one and to support the need for
laws to control at-gea dumping and to insure proper disposal and/or retrieval
of damaged fishing gear. Please send George any information that you have.

If anyone would be willing to maintain & data base on incidental catch of
gea turtles, please let me know. These data are being collected in sewveral
countries, but an internatiomal effort is needed, particularly to focus on
local fisheries which, though small on the international scale, can have
profound effects on local sea turtle populations. J. Mayol and R. Honegger
gent me a report on such a problem in the Balearic Islande and asked for our
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assistance. I have enclosed a copy of the report. Please let me know how you
think our Group should proceed.

In case any of you did not receive the notice sent by Jeanne Mortimer,
please be advised that as a member of our Group, you can request a free copy
of Jeanne”s "Marine Turtles in the Republic of the Seychelles™ by writing to
pascale Moehrle, World Conservation Center, Avenue du Mont-Blanc, CH-1196
Gland, Switzerland, 2

Huang Chu=Chien has written to inform us that he Thas suggested to his
government that a set of sea turtle stamps be dssued to ald in the
conservation of gea turtles in China.

Mike MecCoy sent word that the chiefs on Satawal have re-instituted the

taboo on taking small turtles and eggs. There 1s a 550 fine for
transgression,

A Hawaiian Sea Turtle Recovery Team has been established. George Balazs
is  chairman; Harold Hirth and Larry Ogren are members; and I am a
Corresponding Coueultant, TIf you have any comments or information that would
be useful to the Recovery Team, please send them to George. We are seeking
all useful information and are open to suggestions,

Last October, Jane Thernback of the Conservation Monitoring Center of the
33C, called me to request a written statement that our Group endorses the
listing of the green turtle, loggerhead, hawksbill and olive ridley on
Appendix I of the Bonn Convention. (Kemp“s ridley and the leatherback are
already on Appendix I.) 5She needed the statement that day, in order to take
it with her to the first meeting of the parties. Although the focus of this
meeting was on getting the Convention working, and not on the 1listing of
specles, she wanted to have written statements from all appropriate Group
Chairmen concerning the species covered by the Bonn Convention. I sent the
following telex: "The 83C Marine Turtle Specialist Group strongly endorses
listing the green turtle, loggerhead, hawksbill and olive ridley on Appendiz I
of the Bonn Convention,"

™ Dr. Robert Jaeger, 'Editor of the journal Herpetologica, wrote George
Balazs, requesting him to inform members of our Group that he is very

interested in publishing quantitative {either theoretical or empirical) papers
on marine turtles in Herpetologlea.

The membership list can only be finalized when we have received responses
from 211 individuals. If you have not done so, please write to either Gren
Lucas or myself, informing us whether you are willing to serve as a member.

A8 soon as the list has been completed, I will distribute copies to all
mephers .

I look forward to hearing from vou in the near future.

Mailing and reproduction costs for this issue were covered by the Department
of Zoology, University of Florida, Gainesville.

Any opinion expressed here are those of the authors and do not necessarily
represent those of the sponsors or editor.



TUCH Marine Turtle Specialist Group Meeting
Tortuguero, Coska Rica
July 24-25, 1983

The meeting was convened by Dr, Archie Carr, Chairman, at Tortuga Lodge,
across the lagoon from the John H, Phipps Green Turtle Research Station at
Tortuguero, Costa Rica, The following members were present: Dr. Archie Carr,
Dr. Faren Bjorndal, Ms. Anne Meylan, Mr. George Balazs, Dr. Leo Brongerama,
Dr. David Ehrenfeld, Dr. Jaques Fretey, Dr. Harold Hirth, Dr. George Hughes,
Sr. Mario Hurtado, Mr. Colin Limpus, Rene Marquez, Dr. Nicholas Mrozowsky, Me.
Njoman Nuitja, Mr., Larry Ogren, Dr. Peter Pritchard, Dr. J. Parran Ross.

Agenda items were as follows:

IOCH Red Data Book. Group members expressed unanimouns satisfaction with
the work of Dr. Brian Groombridge of the Species Conservation Monitoring Unit,
in compiling data on marine turtles for the new ITCH Amphibia-Reptilia
Red Data Beok. It was acknowledged by the members that the status
designations adopted in this edition of the book reflected opinions that had
been expressed to Dr. Groombridge by individuals in the GEroup, and nok
unilateral decisions of Dr. Groombridge himself. The members felt strongly
that the role of .determining these vitally important designations should
ultimately rest with the Specialist Group, rather than with the compiler. It
was recommended that guidelines be set up by 55C to clarify this point for
future revisions of the categories. Many members expressed concern that the
present IUCN system of one-word designations are not adequate to deal with the
complexities presented by the taxonomy and ecologic geegraphy of marine
turtles. A subcommittee was organized to develop a more detailed format for
providing information on the survival status of individual populations. The
Specialist Group endorsed CITES I listings for all species. It was strongly
recommmended that the flatback turtle, Chelonia depressa, be reinstated in the
next edition of the Red Data Book, in recognition of the several actual and
potential threats to this endemic Australian species.

- PBegional Committese for Marine Turtles of the Eastern Pacific. The
Specialist Group gave official endorsement to a regional committee organized
at the 38 hoc East Pacific Sea Turtle Meeting on July 23, 1983 in San Joge,
Costa Rica to coordinate research and conservation efforts in behalf of sea
turtles in the Bast Pacifig.

Proposed Mexican Turtle Sanctuaries. The status of a long-deferred
proposal to urge the Mexican government to designate marine turtle sanctuaries
at strategic localities in Mexican waters was discussed. BRenewed endorzement
of this plan by the Specialist Group, in the form of letters of support to be
sent to relevant agencies of the Mexican government, was recommended and
approved.,

Sabah/Philippines Joint Sanctuary. A project to seek the collaboration
of the governments of Sabah and the Philippines in setting up a sea turtle
sanctuary in the area chared by these countries in the Sulu Sea was
discussed. This idea was conceived several years ago, but for various reasons
never implemented. It was decided that funding to suppert the travel of an
emissary to stimulate action on the proposal should be peought. If feasible,
this trip might be combined with a visit to Malaysia, to discuss with



government officials the serious decline of the Sarawak roockery, and to
explore solutions to that problem.

Bustralian Green Turtles, Colin Limpus expressed concern that green
turtles nesting in Australia were being heavily harvested on their feeding
grounds in Papua New Guinea, Indonesia, Mew Hebrides and New Caledonia. It
was his opinion that Australian populations cannot indefinitely sustain this
high level of harvest. The Group agreed that all concerned governments should
be made aware of this threat to a shared resource. The need for educational
Programs concerning marine turtles in the countries involved, particularly in
PRG, was discussed. A recommendation to encourage funding agencies to support
investigations of population status and trends, and of levels of exploitation,
was formulated.

India. The Group ackmowledged the invaluable assistance of 5. EBhaskar,
E. Moll., 5. Biswas, J. Vijava, C. Kar and R. Whitaker in monitoring the
harvest of olive ridleys in India, and in providing the Group with information
on disturbing developments that have been reported. Continued surveillance of
the olive ridley along the Indian coast was recommended,

Marine Turtle Mewsletter. MNicholas Mrosovsky expressed a wish to find a
successor for the editorship of the Marine Turtle Newsletter. The suobject of
future funding for the publication was also discusgsed, Existing funds are
axpected to be exhausted by the end of one more year. A suggestion that costs
be met by charging pald subscriptions was not approved, It was decided that a
request to IDCH for funding might be appropriate in the future, providing past
objections of IUCH to editorial policies and management can be resolved.
Interest in encouraging guest editorials was expressed, Dr. Mrosovsky will
begin to train a new editor for the Newsletter at an early date.

Turtle Excluder Device. The Specialist Group expressed its
congratulations to the U.5. National Marine Fisheries Servies on the
successful development of the turtle excluder device for shrimp trawls,
Continued research and testing were urged. The Group also enthusiastically
endorsed the vigorous program of technology transfer that NMFS is
undertaking, Larry Ogren agreed to serve as liaison between parties
interested in the device and MMPS. An information packet and educational film
on the advantages and operation of the eguipment is being made available, upon
request to the agency.

Emeritus Category. Leo Brongersma suggested that a mandatory emeritus
category be created to receive Group members 65 or 70 vears old who wished to
remain affiliated with the Group. Members with this status would be
ineligible to hold office. There was little support for the idea, and its
inconsistency with Specialist Group guidelines was pointed out. It was not
adopted.

CITES Developments. Marine turtle issues addressed at the 4th CITES
meeting in Botswana, 19-30 April 1983, were discussed. The French government
withdrew its proposal to transfer Europa and Tromelin green turtla populations
from Appendix I to Appendix II. Actien on a second ranching proposal, to
transfer the Surinam green turtle population to Appendix II, was deferred
because of insufficient information on the methods to be used by the
government to distinguish its legally ranched products Ffrom illegal products



from other sources. No Surinam delegate was ﬁ:esent at the meeting to address
this point, and the proposal was referred to the Technical Cosmittee of CITES
for further action.

Incidental catch. Although the problem of the incidental take of sea
turtles by shrimp trawlers has been addressed by the Mational Marine Pisheries
Service with some success, the importance of casual entanglement of turtles b
gill nets, long lines and other fixed fishing gear as a mortality factor was
discussed. Careful attention of Group members to this problem, and a search
for a possible solution, were urged.




