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CHAPTER 57

SUNDRY MINOR SPORTS

1. Inaddition to the games mentioned, there were a great many little,
informal sports.) Ome of these was koi (a child's game, played with a
crooked stick, with which one dug into the earth or sand, 2t the same time
repeating some word jingle or other).

Pangpana (a child's game played with a miaw, the small midrif of the
cocarat leaf. This was bent into the form of a bow in the hand, and, being

ddenly released, sprang away by its elasticity),

Homuhonu (a game in which one boy sat astride the back of another
bey who was down on all fours),

Loulow (two persons would hook fingers together and then pull to see
who would hold out the longest, without letting go or straightening out
his finger).

Falpahi (played by slapping hands together, as in the game “bean-
porridge hot, bean-porridge cold,” ete.).

Hookokaa (in which boys turned over and over or turned somersets
on the grass or in the sand),

Lele-koali (swinging on a swing suspended by a single line, for which
purpase the strong convolvulus vine, koali, was most often used. When
permitted, youths of both sexes delighted to enjoy this sport together, the
girl seated on the lap of the boy and facing him),

Lelg-ken (jumping off from a height into the deep water).

Kaupua (swimming or diving for a small, half-ripe gourd that would
barely float in the water). ’

Pana-iole (shooting mice with bow and arrow, This was a sport
much practiced by kings and chiefs. It was the only use which the Ha-

waiians made of the bow and arrow. A place somewhat like a cock pit was
arranged in which to shoot the mice).

Kuialua (This was an exhibition of lwe for amusement. Lug was a
murderous system of personal combat which combined tricks of wrestling
with bone-breaking, the dislocation of limbs, and other thug-like methods
that put it cutside the pale of civilized warfare. It was used by robbers).
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*Sect. L. It seems remarkable that David Malo should mske no mention of a
large numbér nl.mtmmuemmmmmpm.m the
ancient Hawaiiana, The following are & few such games :
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“HAWANANS & THE SEA m—

g P

iy X | by Keli'i Tau'a

m There are about 150 species of crabs listed as residents of Hawai'i, but
only 28 of them have Hawaiian names. Some are edible, others-are
poisonous, and the rest are common crabs which play a role in the
balance of nature.

Edible Crabs

The papa‘i-kua-loa (long-backed crab) is commonly called the “Kona
crab,” Other names for this crab are frog crab, red frog crab and spanner
crab. This crab is momona (fat or full) with white meat and considered
very delicious. The papa‘i-kua-loa can be found in sandy holes of the
ocean ranging from 30 to 150 feet deep. At those depths, Kona crabs
tend to dig their way into the sand backwards rather than sideways as
‘most crabs do. Kona crabs are found in many areas including Hawai'i,
the tropical Pacific and South Africa.

The Kona crab (Ranina serrata) is one-of-a-kind, being the only
known species in its genus. The color of its dorsal surface is orange or
bluish, while its ventral surface is patched with white. Its long back is
broad in the front, narrow toward the rear, convex in contour, and
armed with spines along the front margin. The back looks bumpy with
small, low, rounded spines almost completely covering it. The crab’s
pinchers are rather large and bear seven to eight teeth while its other
legs are flattened and pointed for easy movement through sand.

Kona crabs are apparently of economic importance only in Hawai'i
where the fishermen market them alive. Although they are caught
throughout the islands, the most abundant catches have been made at
Penquin Bank off Moloka‘i. This area is relatively shallow, but over 80
percent of the recorded catches come from there.

The most effective method of catching these crabs is by using specially
designed crab nets which entangle the legs of the crab. Tuna scraps of
heads, bones and other pieces are placed in the nets to lure the crabs
into them. The nets are then set on the bottom by lines that are tied to
lead weights. Floaters on the water's surface make for easy retrieving of
the nets,



-

- Open season for Kona crab is from September thry May. Statistics

show the greater catches are made in the months of March thru May,
The assumption is that the milder weather of those months contributes

to the high yields. Regulations on the Kona crab prohibit the taking of
crabs less than four inches in length or width measured across the back
and also prohibit the taking of berried females of any size. Itis suggested
that fishermen minimize leg damages to crabs being caught in order to.
-maximize the chances for survival of those crabs to be thrown back.
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The “Samoan crab,” otherwise known as the “serrate swimmi
crab,” was brought to Hawai'i in the 1920s from Samoa and has
mulnpﬁ-nd rapidly here. This crab can be found throughout ﬁl&tmpma'l
Pacific including Hawai'i, Samoa, Tahiti and New Zealand as well as in
The waten-‘ uf ﬂllﬂa. hfri:a aru:l the Eed Sea. T]‘ni !arﬂe l.'.‘l‘lhll'l.I'Ei- in the:
\ﬁlmm -:rab enjny.u. rnudl:l'_nr hﬁ‘tt-:-rns and brac

ickly even though it has large-sized daw&and hﬁiﬂhlﬂl air uﬂugs
are flattened. The carapace of this crab is smooth above, but i
are filled with spines. The use of circular crab nets baited with
and hﬂnes is the conventional way of catching these crabs. ‘i"nu all
probably have seen fishermen catc lng Samoan crabs by using
nl'mf:r, in shallow water or from bridges. Many local markets sell thls
ora




The papa‘i-kua-honu fturtle ‘back crab) is another large edible
shoreline crab that has its last pair of legs flattened for swimming. The
back of this crab is marked by three large red spots, and the border of its
carapace is lined with spines. The habitat of the papa’i-kua-honu
extends from Hawai'i through the South Pacific into lapan, China, the
Philippine Islands, the East Indies, the Indian Ocean, the Red Sea, and
the coast of Africa. Although these crabs can be found in depths beyond
100 feet, mast of the crabs that are caught come from shallow waters
along the shoreline. In areas of sandy and muddy bottoms where there
are a lot of these crabs, many fishermen catch the crabs by stringing long
lines with floating markers above circular crab nets, Look for the papa'i-
kua-honu at your local market or at a Hawaiian pa‘ina (dinner),
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® The Hawaiians developed a unique system of classifying plants and animals.
The system pravided animals with plant relatives, and vice versa. Furthermaore,
it provided plants and animals in the sea with plant and animal relatives on the:
land. 5o, ifa Hawaﬁmkahum {priest) was asked to perform an oceanside ritual
that required a pua‘a (pig) as pﬁ‘tnﬂhuuﬂﬂﬂm he would know what to use a‘r'
a substitute if there weren’t any pua‘a available. The Hawailan word
ign“i!m of plant/animal classification is kinolau, meaning many form

lf:-.lqw is & chart of the pua'a (pig) family. The chart shaws how makﬁm
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Cne of the famous stories in Hawaiian mythology about the exciting kupua
{demigod) named Kamapua'a provides many illustrations of the relationship of
these plants and animals.

According to legend, Kamapua'a was a half-man and half-pig. Although
many stories of Kamapua'a take place on Maui, Kaua'l and Hawai'i, his
childhood was spent in the ko'olau (windward) area on the island of O‘ahu.

mapua‘a’s parents disowned him because he was a demigod. He was
released over to Ka-maunu-a-niho. his grandmaother, to be raised by her. She
helped him lift his self-esteem by reminding him that he was a young, strong,
handsome man who was very skillful in hunting, fishing and hiking. ‘

Since Kamapua'‘a had all those qualities, he was always tempted to HEH}F tricke
on other people. He became confident in his deceptions because his
grandmother showed him how to escape. She taught him all these things in
Kaliuwa'a valley and left him with the assuring words that if he was caughtin a
bind, all he needed to do was to call out her name and she would send her
powers to assist him.

Kamapua'a's early mischievous deeds included stealing the prized rocster of
chief Olopana, When the chief’s men chased after him in the forest and were
about to leap on him as he hid in back of a bush, they were dumbfounded when
they found a big black pig (pua‘a hiwa) instead of Kamapua‘a.

When chief Olopana received the report from his Men about the mysterious
event, he «alled upan lone-a-ohi, a kahuna, to interpret the story of the
warriors. After listening to the story, Lono-a-ohi replied, “That must be
Kamapua'a, the clever kupua. He can change from a pig to & man to many
things|™

since Kamapua‘a continued raiding Olopana’s kingdom and influenced
some of the chief's rough and lawless men to follow him, the chief was
determined to destroy him, But, upon chasing Kamapua‘a in the forest, Olo-
pana’s warriors were left with the kinolau forms of the demigod. The kukae-
pua a (creeping grass), the hapu'u (tree fern) and the kukui (candlenut tree) all
casily adapted to the harmonious camouflage of the lush green forest of the
ko'olaus. Kamapua‘a's ability to change to many plant forms connected him ta
the major god Lono, who watched over Hawai'i's agriculiure.

Kamapua‘a and his band eventually fled the ko‘olau mountains and went to
the kona side of O‘ahu, occupying Wahiawa where some of Kamapua‘a's family
lived. There, he and his group plundered the area and literally raised hell all the
way through the Wai‘anae mountains, levying on the farmers for taro, sweet
polatoes, bananas and other foods. The fishermen were likewise forced to
deliver their catch to the doorsteps of Kamapua‘a and his men, In short, they
had forced their rule upon a peaceful group of people in their area and lived
like kings with all the food they could eat.

It has been said that Kamapua'a had the power to change into any kind of fish,
Since he changed to fish and pig forms, he was very careful not to injure or steal
pigs and fishes, When he changed to a shark or hog on the bartlefield, he ended
up eating those whom he conquered,
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When Kamapua‘a was about to be captured on O'ahu, he leaped into the sea
and changed to his fish form and swam the Ka‘ie‘ie channel to Kaua'i. The
adventures of Kamapua'a on the Garden lsland were repeat performances of
his works on O'ahu. Mot until he decided to swim to Hawai‘i did he come intoa
new experience,

The island of Hawai'i met Kamapua‘a with its own powerful kupua. The
kupua ‘s name was Madame Pele, Some legends say that Kamapua‘a drove Pele
the Fire Goddess from place to place by pouring water on her. In many of the
conflicts Kamapua'a had in the past, he had to run from the people and escape
into the sea. In this story with Pele, Kamapua‘a had to run from a fellow
demigod whose powers finally overcame him. In hisattempt to escape, he tried
to change and hide as the ‘ama’u {fern) and the olomea (native shrub) but
discovered that Pele's fire could consume those plants.

Pele threw great chunks of molten fava at Kamapua‘a. He changed himself
into a tough pig-skinned fish to help him withstand the boiling waves through
which he swam out into the deep sea. This fish is called the
humuhumunukunukuapua‘a (patch-worked body with a snout like a pig),
otherwise known as the triggeriish.

There are about eight varieties of triggerfish in Hawaiian waters, They can be
recognized by thelr flat, deep bodies, their small eyes placed high upon the
head, and thelr tough skin sometimes found with small spines. All of the
triggerfish have two dorsal fins, They have soft dorsal and anal fins which are
equal and opposite. The head is angular and has a long snout which ends in a
small mouth with sharo teeth and strong jaws.



These fish are bottom dwellers so they are normally found in the coral reefs.
They are slow swimmers spending their days eating bottom animals including
corals, worms, crabs, echinoderms and other fish, In the evening, they hide in
crevices and, during the day, several of the varieties run In schools,

sometimes people say that this type of fish grunts like the pig, comparing the
sound to that of Kamapua'a's. Actually, the grunts are produced by vibrations of
the swim bladder. :

Mo one knows if the connection of this fish to Kamapua‘a made this variety
unpopular with the Hawaiians, who carried on Pele’s tradition of burning this
fish — they used it for “firewood” to cook other more savory fish. The only
worldwide popularity this fish will probably ever receive is the mention of it in
the song Little Grass Shack. It says, “Where the humuhumunukunukuapua‘a
goes swimming by,"

Aloha, a hui how aku,
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would not string fish for if the fish spoiled the child would have nose disorders.

If the behavior of both parents was not positive the child's body and
personality would suffer. If they were jealous of anyone or broke a kapu the
child might be born crippled. On the other hand, if they kept busy during the
pregnancy the child would grow up to be a hard worker. Because of the
power of words the parents had to exercise caution in their speech, especially
when speaking of the unborn child. Chants were composed, extolling his
hoped for appearance, ]:;crsanalit:.r, and accomplishments as well as his gene-
alogy. If the mother-to-be was of rank these chants would be recited in her
presence with increasing frequency as the time of birth approached. When
the delivery actually began, the chanters remained nearby and continued
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their praises until after the birth.

Because the health of the body depended on the health of the psyche, a
“~woman's health programs, especially during pregnancy, could be said to have
started with the observation of the kapu. In addition to the general kapu
observed by everyone, there was a special set of kapu for women. Deep sea
fishing, including handling fishnets and certain tools, was prohibited as was
the attendance at most heigu and the wearing of feather items, excepting a
feather lei. A number of foods were forbidden, and death could be the
punisltment. Here are some of the forbidden foods and the reason for their

kapu;

“Pork, because it was feast food for gods, chiefs, and priests;
and also related to the god Lono as Kamapua'a,
Bananas, because the bananatree wasthe bodvof Kanaloa. !#
Coconuts, because the coconut tree was the body of Ku.2
Lfua fish, which was offered to the god Ku in his war ritual
as a substitute for a human victim.

Kumu ( a red god fish), which served as an offering in
various rituals, such as consecration of the main post of a
new sleeping house,

Niuhi (The Great White Shark) which is the largest and
finest shark, a denizen of the deep sea, reaching a length of




thirty feet. This shark was the symbol of the high chief.
~ “Honu (sea turtle), probably a form of Kanal-:ﬁ:}.
“~tEg (sea turtle), probably a form of Kanaloa. =
Nuao (porpoise), probably a form of Kanaloa.
Palaoa (whale), a form of Kanaloa. The whale’s tooth wasa
sacred symbol of ali'i.

Hahalua or Hikimanu (spouting sting ray), probably a form
of Kanaloa.”?!-

The kapu on certain foods was attributed by some to the fact that those
foods caused a form of ‘ea which resulted in a build-up of mucous in the
female body, especially in the reproductive and sexual organs. This in turn
caused a loss of sexual pleasure, decreased fertility and increased miscarnage.

There were positive aspects to food. These included the psychic power
of the words used to name a food as well as the food's body building prop-
erties. All the positive properties of food were utilized as soon as a woman
knew of her pregnancy. Because they might cause a miscarriage, bitter foods
such as sour sweet potatoes ("uala ‘awa’awa) and ‘awa were completely elim-
inated from the diet.2? Foods salted by others, white fish (aku), mullet
(‘opelu), and brown dogs were also removed from the diet as they also
caused difficulties during the pregnancy.

The expectant mother was encouraged to eat as rriany greens as pos-
sible. These included popolo, lu'au (young taro tops), young sweet potato
leaves and ‘gheahea. Mild herbs such as ko‘oko’elau and ‘akiohala hibiscus
blossoms were also added to the diet. The foods and herbs were eaten that
they might build up the body of the child (i pa'a ke kino o ke keiki i ka la'au).
After the sixth month the mother-to-be cut down on her food intake to pre-
vent complications at the time of delivery. The amount of greens in the diet
was increased and sweet potatoes took the place of the more fattening poi. As
time passed ‘o‘opu grass, kamanomane and kanawao were added to enrich
the quality and supply of milk.!

As the pregnancy progressed the normally active expectant mother
added special exercises to her daily routine, These included constricting and
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When the herbs had been mixed and mulled with a stone pounder a
liberal pinch of red clay was added and the kahuna then put the mix into a
calabash containing water. Without instructions the trainee took a hot stone
from the fire and carefully dropped it into the bowl. As each stone cooled it
was removed and replaced with another hot stone. When the herbs had
cooked they were strained through a coconut shell strainer lined with crushed
‘ahu‘awa. After tasting the mix, the old man crushed and strained some
sugarcane, adding the juice to the mix. A second tasting brought a nod of
approval and the kahuna told his patient to lie on his stomach. Making sure
the sick man was comfortable he put a pillow under his stomach and waited
while he sipped the warm amber-green liguid.

For five days and then five times five days the two visited the sick man
everyday until the older man declared that the healing work had been suc-
cessful. He then directed the men of the family to prepare a feast of thanks-
giving while he and his trainee went to gather the special food that would be
the treatment’s Elnf{ing.

The complete prescription of the kahuna la'au lapa‘au to restore a body
made ill by either personal misconduct or the action of malevolent spirits
included prayers and rituals and herbs chosen for their spiritual relationships
to the gods, the power of their names and the observed effects of their use.
Normally the herbal treatment would start with an opening. However if the
patient was considersd too run-down to treat he would be given herbs and
foods to build him up before treatment began. The opening was to prepare
the patient for the medicines that would follow. It was a total purging using
an emetic, laxative and enema. The medication itself might have combined a
wide range of plants. Almost every known plant growing in the islands have
been found in some prescription. The treatment ended with a pani which was
a special herb normally the opposite land or sea-life form of the major pre-
scribed herb or food. It was eaten only by the patient. A thanksgiving feast
for the entire family followed the pani and was the official end of the
treatment.
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The most common ingredient in these prescriptions was not the plant or
herb but water. It might be wai pa‘akai (salt water), wai puna, (spring water),
or rain water that had been caught in a kalo leaf and was called wai lani, wai
pu‘olo, wai hua, or wai ‘apo, It might also be dripping water (pahi hi) or
water dripping from a precipice (wai hi).

The most commonly used plant in preparing medicine was ko (sugar-
cane). Before administering the medical potion the kahuna alwavys tasted it to
“know if it tasted good.” If the mix was bitter he would add more cane juice.

Several minerals were used in the herbal prescriptions, the most com-
mon being pa‘akai (salt) and ‘alaea ( a red clay). These two were added to
many compounds taken internally, as well as to enemas, purges and external
counterirritants. ‘Alaea, by itself, was added to medicines and foods for all
kinds of hemorrhages and menstrual disorders, as well as for the general
building-up of the patient. This highly valued red clay was found on all of the
1slands, often in small remote pockets. Palolo (a whitish- gray clay) was used
in some compounds, notably in medicines for vaginal'disorders. This mineral
was found in bogs, spring beds, ponds and other wet areas. 4Ane, a form of
pumice, was also used in the compounding of medicines, especially in those
used for the treatment of ‘ea.

Several marine animals were also compounded with herbs., These in-
cluded marine snails, sea urchins, lobsters and the shell of the hawkbill turtle-
Wood ashes might be used, especially in those prescriptions used on the
patient whose life had been restored at birth by the burning of the afterbirth.
Charcoal, sometimes called “black stones,” or ‘elekw, was also found in some
prescriptions. :

Measurements for the preparation and administration of medicines
were made by either the counting of individual leaves, flowers or seeds in
units of four (kawna); by the amount that could be held between thumb and
forefinger (a pinch, apo ‘oniki); by the handful (poho lima); orina cup made
from the lower two-thirds of a halfway mature coconut shell split longways
(called ‘apu).

Once the ingredients had been gathered, with appropriate rituals, they
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AELBERT AEHEGMA

Oceanic Publishing, Kaalehu, Hawaii 1984

Wlustrations by D.E, Addlesherger
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ho'ohuikau

usative/simulative forms ﬁ-lffﬂn.lrﬂj with ho'o-, delete the prefix ho'o-

look for the stam.

mavemenli of 4 terele, Hiows se's ol K "Sed, the Lol
mmul.i.kr:hnurllz[hd Iy bul indxorably
Promn owner to heir]. (PPN fome.) 2. n. Mame of a de
wige for Mi'lkan mass. 3. Rere var. of

he'ohomu. To deipen, EFF'h' Jariw, Tall, as af liguid;
PCP fofony, dﬂm&

homua. 1. ms. Land, =asth, war

feml Kawa honus, workd war, Ko walkbee "ol howsa,
the carib-eating womas [Pele], bo'o. honua, To sab-
h:hl.:l..lcll.:llnd to scoop ool easth, as for & fire-
fumly emablshed. Fig., mch frerel (PPN
éll- part, Suddenly, wlﬂ""il' End l.ll.l:l'rl:rm Fea-
honus, Anin sddenly
m wmmmwmlﬁuﬁﬂm
fear. 3 o Middle section of 2 camce; cemtral
H_##'ﬂ_i ennds Thesl, as Nshing D sh; m"'l E=
lioa, as of an army,
Bomus nalu. 5 Base of 2 breaker.
I.-“ruul..‘q.ﬂl n. A varlery of suger cgne, & dark brownsred
al mopnulely, with perple leal iheaths asd
lltnl:.-l}H.Pﬂl 2250 It was Tormarly weed i madi-
cine, and is ome of the I:l:lru'.u:!'hr ng maw.

turtke was ussd i medzing for the disease called o
and wim used lor combas and fins,

monu.honu. 1. nvi. A game i which player and oppo-
el war with legs crossed and oréed 1o unsesl each
ether; uo play his gaene, (For, &350 2 md. A rrrrin
which one sl gtride the back of another »
dewn om all 1unl.lr1hu|nm.=l}ll]n2m1.t

parsern sald 1o heve |os susfoace ralsed n ridgss liks

coeduroy. (AF.)

heni kahikl, n, & Leetoieg, per
Lwhnufmsmﬂ-upkm

honw mi.eoss. oo A saneiy of rurl.ll

hone pa'e.oua. 1. 00 A ¥ of thick-shellad curile.
LIr,, cearse trile. Ea Bonu ki ek, E‘I:'I.I"
Hnﬂmhtmm urahr me ke alp (turthe
damce chant), turtle with rough, coarse shell, scales
dlm.bupur'h.ld. ﬂh:htdm'lmrn:ﬂ 2. vi

ick, Hﬁﬂﬂ‘fhﬂhwtmnkml

wn o ey, 1his canoe Meet coweny: the wea Bk the

shell of & turile.
(%] ‘o ke n. A variety of turife. Lir., whisebeaded

IH inbrodeopd land
, Foreign turtle.

i
urlll prelixes, however, i akes the

strewy of & , 35 does the following hess: thos
h..?]':':. D3 gesdl, 'hers SRk o 1he & and &n:lﬂhhrﬁ
[ usually presedes ilims bepinming
vowel = and & 2o all the consonanis except the ghot-
ea! spog. Imporant meanizgs Tollow: (90 Cnisation aed
cransiGvimalion, Gi Dovws, COIMEDT MI'aponapand, 09
comfed, [2) Pretgise, a5 b, deal} do'okull, B0 m
drafness, ﬂ.I_SJru.lllnlriuu kgmnaliy, children; ho
mrait’l, childish. [} mEaning, as
hurry; Ao'skddciofols, 10 Barmy. The seasings ﬂr
some ho'e- derivalives mre quice diffesesd from he
meanings of the siema, a8 maike T, pocd; ho'omelbs'l,
b conpratulate. Flo'o- derivativer ame defined under
the bases. Delese fio"o- and see the bases. (PPN faks-.)

ho'S. Seed, food, and % 3.

hio“a b Bame ds ho'ad. See "o dad "gwd.

a8, 8, ¥, To s, Sn ‘0%,

k. Be.on. See oroe

oo e, hl"l.‘a'uh"um‘q. loww, humbde,

oG ‘s haa, et A shin, rlf&l.l.d.

e, ' iy . Siee Aepluly, (o shake

o ' el Ser b s, io boast

hio'e. mee. See have, wild, azd hoe, 1o bark.
hio'o. ki kK. v, Tohest, S5ee AdRS,
ho'o.kehana. Sce Warm.
hio'o. hahu, See ko, o + PUEE.
ha"a Ba'l. Ses 'l 1o 'hreak, and Ao, coguectish.
ho'a bRk, See bk, Sarnoe,
ho (s, See Aing, 1o give 4 drink.
ho's. haka. e haks, hole.
hio o bl kB . See AARSY, sloe.
B RALR. Dot Rt packed,
; 1, locd.

b 'a. felln, See daifa, 10 gin, aed fols, 10 pae,
hn‘ll haila, bala, 1 T erilicies, See bafahain,
bo'o.hals manewa, v. To pass the time See -hals

USRI,
i, Pl See iy, Rouse.

bt ", il ', S dnaiv ', Pecadlestiom,

P ‘o ik dl ko, SEMI'H:-E. alike.

et il i, See A8fug, o lmhl.uh.

Tt g TRl See dmamss,

e 'p hiame. 52 hamo, Gnoin

ha'o hars, Sec fano, work, and hone, wonthles
ha'o.hand, i, Tolouch. Ses fani.

he'o oo hamno. See hanchano, |J-u1'|nuu
hea'ahas. he'e. See Ao oha o, puzsling.
he'ahaps, See hapr, incomad,
ho'odhow. ka's. See baute's, siained.

he'a bl "ule. 5ee AR uiv, vo fdl,

he'ahaw. mis. et hawedd, defilessent.
ho'ahau,nesle, Sec bauneals, panic.
ho'o.hE. Same e k. coward,
he'obio's. Ses e, 10 slkde,

he'o haha'a, See heba v I

hoe'o.hal. Ses ke, ansme

ho'o. kel hei. Ellhnim' rioe, and hetved 2, 0,
ho'S.hake. See ‘Sheke,

ha'a hala. Ses kel J, 3.

ho'a. hals be'l, Ses kelsie' i, falling,
ho'o.hemo. See hermo, loose

ho'o. hene heme. vio Tolsase, Se heashese.
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baskdul.
A, vourn, asd A, o whip.
Hh.l Sex hima, lni'ill
Imuhini, See Ainuhing /, 1,
hn hubwran. Sufuw.ﬁ.l“. preciooss.
beti. S b, 1ocall.
um.ﬁunﬁa.
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Imn hopo hapa. See kopokoos, anxieny.
hio'a. kil See A, 10 swell.

ho'a. s 5ee Bug, Toal.

ho'o.hi's. 5o by e

ho'o.lubil, Ser Aufl, angry

ho'o. hukukl. E‘rr:hhuw..mpd

B a. bl See bul, clud, and Rul 10 josh, -
Fru'a i Lha'l. Ses by ey, cald,

e bl ke, Sex bwidvan, mized. "'\‘
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On Shaken Ground

VBT LROLSERIOLEERS W1

swithched their neighlwry

hemmes be consmmed Ly

- streams of molren lava
would take the hine and

mwwve away. Pat fack and Patty Thomp-
s hand poused a grear deal of Libor sod
all their savings into their cedarwood
dream howse on the southeast coase of
Hasaia's Bigs sk, The devels rer Dusdin't
told chem that theie subdivision, callsd
Raoyal Gardens, fay on the southern flank
of Kilawea voleano's east 1ift zone. Nor
hard it occurmed 1o the Thounpsoms, erms-
planted Californiens, thar there might ke
personal implications o living alongside
a place called Volcanoes Mational Park,
Onee Kilwes's onpoing eruptions began
i, in 1993, the Thompsons had o
chance of reselling their property; the
chuice was between giving up everything
and sticking it cut, and, s Pamels Fricrson

crecounts in The Bioming [skmd (Siera

By TONY GIBRS

I

Milwwen's most rorent eruptions have already
gobbled up twe dazen bomes in Boyal Gardess,

Club, $22.50), they decided 10 stick.

ven times since then lava flows have
penetrated Roval Gandens, dessroying rwo
chzen bouses, IF moleen sock nest dhoor

¥
1]
ae

o)

/??fj - e
/9Ty

wasn't bad enough, an
earthquake in the sumumer
of 1989 lifted the
Thompsons' bome from its
foursdations and meved it
ten feet down the slope,
parking it atop their
Toyoea. The Thompsons
are still living in their
house, though, Frierson
tokd ISLANDS in a recent
interview — and still deiv-
ing their squashed sedan,
Meanwhile, the liva keeps
rght on coming, and a
last report another flow
hid cut the sulslivision's
onlly necess romd.

The subtitle of The
Breming Istomad Bills it as =
jourmey throwrh oyl and
history in the volcano
country, Hawai," It is
that, anud more. The book
is also g handy meide 10 how vidamoes
wurk at loveeletter oo Fawaii’s endingpenad
flora and fauna, amd an exposé of the
short-sighted greed of developers and
small-time politicians. Frierson said thar
she bad intended the rexe o be many
liyered, “warking back throwsgh levels of
cultural preconceptions,” with her own
persoal quest providing o themaric line,
but s memy strands make fir 2 some-
times daunzing strucrure.

Indeed, the vexr has cift lioes of its cwn,
at the intersections of its several subjecis,
arul the author's necessarily different tones
of voice puint up the dichotomics. For
the most part, however, The Huming I5-
bandd is as Fscinating as the island of Ha-
wall itsell. And thar's saying a lor.

First and foremost, the book is one
wriber's attempe to contrast Western arti-
tudes toward Hawaii's volcana COUTIErY
with the outlook of the criginal inkabit-
s, for whom voleanism was presam.
ably an integral part of a complex syscem
of beliefs — a system difficult to rranslate
into ferms Europeans coubd underssand.

LS5 LA KNDS



The woman

shaded her -

eyes against

the afternoon
sun and called
down the beach,

“Allons-y!" The two

boys turned and
raced back. Their
feet left gleaming

Sootprints in the sand.
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Woosterners, conditioned by the Judes-
L hristinn frame of refenence, temd o an
2 Tl.-.sl::,1|11|:11frl|'r.1|"\-1n.'|.| disrrust of @ mi-
pure uncontrolled by man or pod, We are
still profoundly umesy i the presence not
vaily of phemomens Tike voleanges but of
whint we eall, ambiguously, wildemes,

In the 19th century, Western abwserv-
ers of Hawaii's volcannes were mostly el
thwer mussicnaries or travel wricers, and few
o cirlver groups wese |'|r|.:|1:|.r|:..] ter il with
something like the immense fiery pic of
douna Loa's caldera. The missionarics,
of comrsz, usmally saow only the obvious
reminder of the inferno thar awaiced win-
believers; their attempes ar description
were skewed by their need to make moral
points, and the result-
iz prose makes wday's
remder crimge,

The eatly Victorian
weavel welrers had, in
Fricrson's wonds, a “zeal
fur scientific observa-
tiony and the Romantic
penchant for voyames of
self-discovery.” It wisn
hesdy combinacion,
anad seldom more so
thawn in the case of
Isubella Bird, who in
1873 became the first
waoman oo asceid
Hawaii's most majestic setive vidcano,
Bauma Lo Desplie a esslency to owver-
weight, lund sdjectives, and many excla-
mation points, Bind was a maveler worthy
of her destinatban.

Wriring ro her sisrer, two days after the
sacent oo the rim, she was aill enthealled:
"renl sl glorions burmed and gelowed the
spbendoer of the lre Rwntain on ek and
tent, and shivering mules. Oh laghe tl
never was o sen or shove, Lighe at once
uf beaury and weroe, unwatched by any
moral eyes but my own"

The native Hawsiians original con-
eepring of their volcanoes is more diffi-
cul for ascernrin, eapecially or this remone,
Foir vane thing, Frierson makes clear, 1heie
myth and history were not separable, In
the Hawaiians' cosmos, natuml and su-
permatural, human and divine, symbol and
reality all operared simultaneously. Even
today a Christian Hawaltan may have no
special difficulty also believing in the
puchdess Pele = who exists a5 a supematu-
ral figure, a chn anceeress, and the in-
camation of the volocano iself.

Plespite their sophisticatsd natral phi-
| losophy, narive Hawaiions succumbed
|

Hawaiians didn't
comprehend
that land could
be bought,

sold, or oumed.

isily to Western religion and material-
win. There 5 o simple reason why,
Frierson told 1SLANDS, “Havaiian cul-
ture was very unstable ot the time of the
whites" arrival,” becase of side effects of
King Kamechameha's canspaign for hege-
mony over the islands, And the Hawai-
ians simply didn’t comprehend the West-

erners’ notion thar fand s 3 fings that
could be boughe, sobd, or even owned — it
wis an innocence that rendered the na-

rives helpless.

OWER THE LAST CENTLRY AR A HALE, SC1EN-
tific knowledie of voleanic peology has
been vastly refined and extended. lgno-
rant amazement has glven way to in-
formed fascimation, and
we can map the inceri-
ars of mountsins like
Kilavea and Mauns
Lia, tacing the inter-
actions between thiem
andl the "hot spot” be-
reath thit is the source
of their molten emis-
sions. Fricrson, whiose
own just-complered
home s abour & mile
from Kilauea’s main
calders, recounts her
explorations in valeas
noes country, hath
alone and with scientiss. She is ahle o
convey a starlingly effective picoute of
the landscape, which is often beautiful,
sormetimes bizarre, sometimes dreary.

At the same rime, she has occastomally
found herself afteceed by an overwhelm-
ing sense of place = a kind of immancnce
— thar 5 definitely ourside juamalistic
roatine. Several of the sclenriss working
armmnd the slopes have nored ir, oo
Fricrmon quetes onse peokogist friend whao
wis mapping Kilaueas southwest iz
“What hos really shaken me is the smron-
ger and stromper sense of presence ['ve
felr here, in this lonely, desolate place.”

Tos o mastive Flawwsiinm, Friveson sopnests,
saach s serse might be oweseme, but it
would hardly be unexpecred. And the
presence's identicy would be abvioas:
Kilsea s, after all, the poddess Pele's
permianent home. What is more natural
than that she would be keeping an eye
v intruders? Well might she do so, since
her messape, explicit in the fite of Royal
Cardens and other subdivisions, bas not
been heeded, and human-induced changes
ate still taking place on ber domain.

Shortly before puldication of The Brm-

3L ANDSE
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TiiE TERRAIS AN
pertinue wilcker by thae
mimate i vhis pper

prart ool ghee rift s,

] whene crugdin aftes
erupria had Tefr s mrace. Pabechor bick-
bl aowd cracked i e planes, poshaed
up into tumuki that nesemblad ancient
burial mounds, Blasted inco seill-steaming
rurmnan les, spar ared dribblad ma spires amd
cunes, dropred in haghe comdung bombs.
Caping and collapsed By tubes, piamit
cinnder cones cleft and Blown apart, re-

vealing sulbfur-vellow innondk, Fent seams

of fesumes. Huge upthnes of nesrcoboned
reck, welkled shiny spun-glass blobs of

(b, e [ v 1 1 A

pathosh. Clecesexual, pea-alimenrary. (
lavers of many difherene Hines; we wone
peilinge oo e geologic wasene oo che
next ina medtiplying confusion of fooms,
Sreaming Cone, ae 12,000 feet, was
srenrning, and s wad 3 mile of lomg, jiggaad
chasm rhar we shireed. Sulfer srink. Al
mare funtstec formes of ko, rousghesmeorh
like elephanmt’s kin, shiny ghss, blasmed
cirsdery ned, sculpred, jumibshed snad heapel,
throwm, couphed, spaccerad, welded, spun,
Fewm i bits. We dropped our packs and
Ly dirwn on the gy surdice, oo cired
o disorienced even o reach for the water
jug. PRUR THE BLRMING [ELAND

BY PAMELA PRIERSOM

ing Dsfiand, vany years of state and county
hearings were conclded with apprwal
For comssructivn of 2 huee resorm imimedi-
arely el the soutbowest rily some ol
Beliininnii Lewi. “Throe L s Tueee acru-
ally crossed the resort’s 44-mile properry
in the Lt 90 years,” Fricrson nons. In
her ko she Lwys our, 8 ln Trovering In-
fomi, what might hanon toeneh o mop
resort that found frsclf in the path of
serions eruption. “It's noet o worstecose
scenario,” she said oo ISLANDS, adding
that har RV HELR A H AN |_'-r|.|'|'l|:i|_:-1'|-x:r;||:|1-|:i|_|.-|'|
wave i o more tham s general compas-
e of vodeanice evenes i the historic pist.”
The resort unider the volcar & only
the ke example of the Western drive
tor alzer vhe warrh, to macch the desines of
e, UN smne men: The ald Hawaiians
akso lived on che voleano lands, bur they
bustle mwr cities thene Their respect for ohe
imeegrity of the: place is evident in an ol
chant quoted by Friemon — "Enter ms
praverless the house of Pele” — and in the
enbnatle petroplyphe she found erched
at the mouth of a lava oube pictures of
“human ﬁgul‘cﬁ.. arms akimbo, some
pnting up, some pointing down, puand-
ing the passage, of pointog the way.”

< T
.-i_-.ﬂfl'"—q-,.‘_d

O thee island that is Fameass for i laid-
hack attinede, only one resart embodies
its uninhibited style. Pler House. As far
away A% vou can get in the continental
LLE. O thee Canlf, in Ofd Koy Wozst, we

offer spacious rooms and saites, five

AthseDaNbﬂm;gReachedAnﬁbrm

restaurants, fve bars and an all-new
aribbean Spawith complere facilites
fow pampering and working out. Pier
Howse, Anumarsual place in an unusual
place. Call 1-800-327-§340.

THE PERFECT PLACE TO COMNCH OUT ON KEY WEST.
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BISHOP MUSEUM BULLETIN IN ANTHROPOLOGY 5

ordered the removal and Christian burial of the bones of deified chiefs from the

gtill-intact mausolewm of Hale o Keawe at Honaunau, and Hale o Liloa in
Waipi‘o Valley. She had the sacred remains of nearly thirty named chiefs placed in two
wooden coffing and concealed in the cave of Ho'aika in the ciiff at Ka'awaloa. Among
them were said to be the remains of Liloa and his great-grandson Lonoikamakahiki,
famous reling chiefs of the 15th and 16th centuries.

Tuur'mg the island of Hawai'i in 1828-29, Regent and Premier Ka‘shumanu

Orver the next ninety years, the assembled bones were moved three times, The last move
occurred in 1918 when Prince Kohid, concerned for their preservation, arranged for the
removal to Bishop Muoseum of two basketry containers of unusual sennit cord construe-
tion; called ka‘ai, they were alleged 1o contain the bones of Liloa and Lonoikamakahiki.

In this volume, Roger Rose presents historical and archival information which sheds light
on the background and significance of the two remarkable ki'ai, and the circumstances
under which they were placed in Bishop Museum's care in 1918, He documents the his-
torical context of events that led to the survival of the sennit caskets which supposedly
hold the remains of the two ancient, legendary Hawaiian chiefs,

Although this stedy illuminates the past, it will help the Hawaiian community look for-
ward as well as they engage in discussions with the Hawai'i State Legislature and the com-
munity at large on the proper treatment and protection of Hawaiian remains.

Franco Salmoiraghi holds the copyright for the photegraph on the front cover.

x

BISHOP MUSEUM PRESS




Fig. 8. "Bracelet™ of whale-ivory, pig-tusk. and turtle-shell ornaments from Kd%i 1 as recon-
structed by ¥, Sinoto, ca. 1965, {Blshop Museum photograph by Christine Takata)

A pair of expertly crafted, "bullet-shaped” pendants of composite construction
tound in Ké'ai 1 may be part of the reconstructed "bracelet,” a pair of ear-plugs, or
another ornament or object of unknown use (fig. 10). Totaling approximately 34 mm
long, half of each pendant is made from a cylinder of lower pig tusk (Sinoto 1965:3)
about 17 mm long by 10 to 11 mm in diameter, with a long, tapered hole 5 to 6 mm in
maximum diameter drilled into one fat end. A carefully fitted, tapered wooden peg 32
ta 33 mm long is inserted into the drilled end of each cylinder, and both the peg and
cylinder are perforated transversely to form a suspension hole 3 to 4 mm in diameter
located near the center of the omament. The oppaosite end of the wooden peg serves as
a shaft 2 to 3 mm in diameter onto which are threaded ten discs 1.5 to 2 mm thick of
alternating ivory and turtle shell (one turtle-shell disk is broken on one ornament so
not reconstructed), The slightly graduated discs terminate in a rounded point and may
have been held in place by an adhesive such as breadfruit gum. The outer end of each
cylinder is ground flat and bears a shallow groove cut parallel to the axis of the center
perforation, perhaps to facilitate the placement of cordage for suspension or attach-
ment. The technique of threading alternating discs of turtle sheil and ivory or bone
onto wooden shafts and pegs was employed by Hawaiian artisans on traditional kahili

[32]




Fig. 11. A sample of some three dozen imregular, fragmentary plaques of perforated
turtle shell of unknown function from Kd'ad 1. (Bishop Museum photograph by
Cleristine Takata)

handles and a very few niho palsoa (Rose 1980:127, 197}, but this type of ornament has
not been reported previoushy.

Remnants of another object, or objects, of unknown form and fanction from Ki'ad
1 censist of about thirty-five very irregular plaques of erudely worked turtle shell, plus
numerous broken fragments and splinters (fig. 11). The few larger pieces, about 10 cm
long by 13 cm wide and 0.5 mm thick, are amorphous to oval or circular in shape bt
with very irregular borders, Most of the larger plagues have perforations about 1 mm
indiameter arranged in short parallel arcs or rows, or along discontinuous segments of
their periphery in no discernible pattern. Some of the perforations line up with others
in such a way to suggest that individual plaques were once stitched together with very
fine cordage, although in what shape has not been determined, Some of the plagues
are slightly distorted, possibly because of long storage in the ka'ai rather than by
design, Similar objects have not been observed before,

The woven cloth, provisionally identified as a malo or loin doth because of size and
shape, was a most unexpected discovery when retrieved from Ka'si 1 (fig. 12). The
cloth was found in three pieces, each approximately 15 cm (6 in) wide by 40 em {15.5
in}, 42 em (16,5 in), and 37 cm (14.5 in) long, plus numerous smaller fragments bro-
ken from the deteriorated and insect-riddled fabric. Originally continuous, apparently

[41]
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Under theVolcano

mher new book,
The lurning
fsidoond: A Jenirnrey
Thiesirgh Myt crd
History in Waloamo
Cenrrrry, Hawad'|,
Pamela Frierson
describes sailing off
O'ahuw's Windward
shore and suddenly
recopmzing that “the
broad curve of moen-
txing, the ishet-siudded
reel — was the eroded
rim of a vasi, partly
sunken calders.” For
Fricrsom, the moment
wis a kind of epiphany
— alheit a painful one
— fior s renlized thal
though she had lived in
Huawaii all her life, she
had never zeen the
lamed, in the deepest
acnae, and she felt an
“intellectual alicnmess
to this place—a hinl of the peculior
and profound unease of being a fore-
eigner in the waorld [ fzll was home,”
The Burning Infand s a collection
of fairly independent chapters abow
the Big Island's most rural and
sacred land — the volcanoes region
of Punia and Ka*u, where Mauna Loa
and Kilauea continse @0 ransform
the land, and where isolated kipuka,
oases of the forest surrounded by
mewer lava flows, enable o rapid mic
of species evolution. Home to many
endangered native birds and plant
life. the region is a powerful land-
scape — beautifl, dangerous and
in a constand state of Aux,
Recognizing that her upbringing
taught her to view the land through
Christian rather {han Hawaiian
metaphors — to see it as seatic and
iimhanoing — Frorean sitarmnlic by

“The Burning Island”

hemezath the metaphors is the ancient
Hawaiian culture, the human part of
the land's evolution, which she calls
“"the articulate soul of the land.” Her
process of introspection raises sev-
eral impontant questions, not the least
of which are, “Can one get beyond
one's own metaphors ™ “Can a mod-
ern human understand an ancient
culture?” and “Can the non-
Hawaiian understand the Hawaiian "

What is particularly moving about
the book 15 Frierson's means to rev-
clation: a complete commuitment and
pltentiveness to the land, A resident
of Volcano, Frierson not only hikes

Lisa Erb

the abundant trails in the areq, but

Al s E e s e e be m besl

CALENDAR

A dizzying shifi

ligquid to solid. T had
expected a sight
resembling perhaps
a gently frothing
tomale sauce in an
iron skillet.”
Frierson moves,
delightfully, bebween
historical and con-
temporary anecdoe,
a4 contemplative
attentiveness (o
nature, highly read-
able information on
the gealogical his-

of volcanoes in
Hawai'i, political
comnmeentary, amd a
sensitive analysis of
ancient Hawaiian
myths, especially
those preserved by
oral history, She
arrives al an upderstanding of the
videano region and its history that
is both scholarly and infuitive, result-
ing in an unusual awareness. For
instance, she manages to align mod-
em geclogical principles with ancient
Hawaiian myths and metaphors,

One of the book's major sections
addresses female deities’ (especially
Pele's) complex roles in ancient
Hawaiian culture. Frierson takes
insue with several Hawabion religious
scholars who have simplified and
minimized Pele's — and women’s
— importance in sacred explanations
of Creation. Frierson also includes
chapters on land development issues,
the desiruction of the Roval Gandens
subdivision by lava and a lenathy
fururist fantasy of what may happen

if the Hawsiian Riviera Besor is
harigld e il aasss

. e e T

from solid to liguid, |

tory and mechanics |
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n her new book,
Thre Burning
Ixlerived: A Jomimey
Through Myth and
Hiztary in Volcann
Country, Heawai™i,
Pameln Frierson
describes sailing off
Ofahu's  Windward
shore and suddenfy
recognizing thal "the
hroad curve of moun-
tains, the islet-stedded
reel — was the eroded
rim of a vasl, partly
sunken caldera.” For
Frierson, the moment
wias 1 Kind of epiphany
— albeit a painful one
— for she realized that
thowgh she had lived in
Hawaii all her life, she
had fever seen the
land, in the deepest
sensg, and she felt an
“intelbectual alicnness
i thas place—a hint of the peculizr
and profound unease of being a for-
eigner in the world [ feln was home.”
The Bierning Island is a collection
of faily independent chapters sbout
the Big Island’s most rural and
sacred land — the volcanoes region
of Puna and Ka'u, where Mauna Loa
and Kilavea contine to transform
the land, and where isolated kipuka,
oases of the forest surrounded by
newer kava flows, enable o rapid rate
of species evolution. Home to many
endangered nitive birds and plant
life. the region is a powerful land-
scaps — beauiiful, dangerous and
in @ constant state of flus,
Recognizing that her upbringing
taught her to view the lind through
Christian rather than Hawaiian
metaphors — to see i as static and
unchanging — Prierson oticmpis i
find within herself a landscape tha
will rezonate with the exiernal,
“There are places ohe con stand,”
she writes, “where the landscape will
suddchenly reveal itself, and your sense
of place within it will be changed
forever.,... When that happens will
depend on the landscape, on wha
you are, on what you think you
know.” This last part is complicated
— psychologically, spiritually and
politically, Frierson atterpis to “map
oul™ the Western metaphors through
which she sees the land and then 1o
peer beneath that metaphorical peog-
raphy. For Frierson, what exisis

“The Burning Island”

benexth the metaphors is the ancient
Hawaiian culture, the human part of
the land’s evolution, which she calla
“the articulate soul of the land.™ Her
process of infrospection raises sev-
eral imporiant questions; not the Jesst
of which are, “Can one pet beyond
one's oo metaphoss ™ “"Can a mod-
ern human understand an ancient
culture?” and *Can the non-
Hawaiizn understand the Hawaiian™

What is particatarly moving about
the book is Frierson's means to rev-
elatbon: & complete commuitment and
attentiveness io the land. A resident
of ¥Wolcano, Frierson not only hikes

Lisa Erb

the abindant trails in the area, but
also accompanics geologists, a biol-
ogist and an archeologist off the
traxils, amd 5o is able to record much
of what the public is barred from.
Dne of the book's most interesting
and Iyrical chapiers describes her
trip to the edge of a large lava lake
almost overflowing the crater of Pu®u
0’0, She writes, “The “lake’ was a
stretch of 150 feet or so of gray.
skinned lava that was being split and
rent apart by the force of magma
from below, Red waves of molten
rock seethed up and crested over the
cooled skin of the surface. Large
rafting pieces of the crust tilted
upward and were sucked below...

A dizzyving shift
Fromm solid to liguid,
liguid to solid, 1 hod
expected & sight
resembling perhaps
a pently frothing
Lol Saucd in an
iron skiller,™
Fricrson moves,
delightfully, between
historicel und ¢on

temponry anecdode,
1 contemplative
allentiveness o
nature, highly read-
able mformation on
the geological his-
tory and mechanics
of  volcanoes in
Hawai'i, political
_commentary, and i
sensitive analysiz of

myths, especially
those preserved by
oral history, She
arrives at an understanding of the
virlcans region and its history that
i% both scholardy and intuitive, result-
ing in an unusual awareness. For
instance, she manages to align maod-
emn geological principhes with ancient
Hawaiian myths and metaphors.

One of the book's major sections
addresses female deities’ (especially
Pele’s) complex roles in ancient
Hawailan culture. Frierson takes
issue with several Hawatinn religious
scholars who have simplified and
minimized Pele's — and women's
— importance in sacred explanations
of Creation. Frierson also includes
chapiers on land development issues,
the destruction of the Eoval Gardens
subdivision by lava and a lengthy
futurist fantasy of what may happen
if the Hawaiian Riviera Resort is
buoilt on Mauna Loa’s unstable
Southwest rift zone, on the Ka‘u
eoast, All of Frierson's writing
reminds us of the extent to which
the madern human is severed from
the: land and the consequence of that
cstrangement.

The Buming Ivland 15 a5 much o
book for local readers as for those
outside Hawsi'i because il presents
a reinterpretation of the place of the
voleano in Hawaiian history and a
new means back into the sacredness
of the land. For that reason,
Frierson's book is natoralist writing
at its best. [ |
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