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AUTHENTIC ARTIFACTS?—Mark Blackburn shows some of fhe rocks
remmel from o Big Islond beach. —Star-Bulletin Photo by Ron Ed-
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Still a Mystery



By Pat Guy
Star-Bulletin Writer

.The artifact dealer who removed

X

'26 items -from a beach site on the
Big Island says he’s convinced the
rocks are part of a heiau “bigger

than the City of Refuge.” - -
~And a Big Island minister, the
Rev. Leon Sterling, is upset that the

dealer, Mark Blackburn, is free

without prosecution for removing the
ancient Hawaiian items. -

“The au £ the -w‘ iy
has not yet been determined by ar-
chaeologists, however, and cannot
be until they are returned to the site.
aJane Silverman, historic preserva-
tion officer for the Department of
Land and Natural Resources, said
yesterday that “‘because they are all
natural stones, none of them has
been worked or carved, and since
they have been removed from the
site, there is no way of knowing
whether they are in fact artifacts or
just natural stones.”

_A STATE archaeologist has looked

at the stones, she said, but ‘‘because
they are no longer where they were
found there is no way of really
evaluating until we see exactly
where the stones came from on the
“8he said archaeologists have sur-
veyed the undisclosed area where
the stones were found and what
Blackburn found ‘‘does not coincide
with archaeologists’ knowledge of
the area.”

She said the items may be return-
“to the site as early as next week
ur evaluation and examina-

—

%ﬂe&@%‘n has said he is willing to

wpany the investigators and
the items.

found

~Silverman also said archaeologists :

ngver set monetary values on arti-
facts because they are “priceless.”

“BLACKBURN, AT A news confer-
ence last Friday with State Atty.
Gen. Ronald Amemiya, said he
thought the largest of the items, a
four-foot tall god, was worth up to

~haif a million dollars. He tried to sell
- several of the items for $25,000 to a

local dealer.

re and in what position he

Big Island.
The law makes it a eriminal of-
fense to take, excavate or destroy

any historic property on either State

or private land.

He said many influential people in
Hawaii, including doctors and law-
yers, “spend their weekends looking
for things in burial caves.” He said
he knows one dealer who obtains
most of his Hawaiian items by
searching in burial caves.

Many dealers feel their collecting
is being infringed upon by this law,
Blackburn said.

He also said he is ‘‘positive” of the
identity of the person who sent
anonymous letters to the media and
the Bishop Museum last week saying
that someone was trying to sell some
stolen artifacts, ;

BLACKBURN SAID the writer,
whose identity he would not reveal,
is a ‘“‘jealous collector’ who was
upset that Blackburn did not offer to
sell the artifacts to him.

“People have been taking stones
and articles (from Hawaii) since the
time of (Captain James) Cook,’
Blackburn said. Missionaries took
them for souvenirs as well, accord-
ing to the dealer.

There’s a “‘worldwide market” for
Hawaiian artifacts, the 24-year-old
Blackburn said. ‘‘Rare Hawaiian
items can be sold anywhere.”

He said he knows of a Brazilian
dealer who recently bought a wood-
en Hawaiian god for $120,000.

He also says he hopes the publie

“ “will be made more aware and that

the State preserves these things
(artifacts). The public should be able

to see these things and view them.”

The coin, stamp and artifact deal-
er said earlier this week in an inter-
view that he was “not too happy”
wi;;lh a;!m—:_f_ay thn; removal of the so-
ca artifacts from his h

. ome was

The items were not picked u; until
Tuesday and then it was hypsbme
men from the State Parks Depart.
ment who were told to “pick up
some rocks,” Blackburn said.

_He said the men began piling them
up without wrapping them and had
obviously not been briefed about the
nature of the items, The men eventu-
ally got some packing material and
returned to pick up the rocks, which
now are being stored by the State.

BLACKBURN SAID he has told
Amemiya that people have to be
made aware of the 1976 law regard-
ing historic items. He said he was
not aware that he was breaking any
law when he took the items from the
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