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OMEWITERE in the vicinity of two hun-
S dred millions of years ago small liz-
ardlike creatures began to put difficultics
in the way of their enemics by storing up
plates of lime or bone in the skin of their
backs, Right down to modern times ar-
madilios have had the same idea with
marked success, while snails have buile
marble houses round themselves since
carly in the dawn of life. Our mih
grandfathers, indeed, withstood right
sturdy blows when encased in metal
armor, a protection as wholly external as
the shell of the snails. '

Croing back o the hard-skinned Lizards,
the advantage of their defense led gradu-
ally vo the inclusion of the actual bones
of the body—the verichrae of the back-
bone coalescing and the ribs broadening
until their edges touched and [fused. i
the lizards had stopped there they would
have had to roll up into a ball, like pill-
bups and armadillos and hedgehogs, o
imsure protection when an enemy turned
them upside down. 5o a bony [ramework
came into existence over the lower sur-
face, and this in wern bridged the gap
along the sides, uniting with the dorsal
armor. ‘Thus was developed a most ef-
ficient cuirass, with openings for [eet,
hezad, and tail.

The law of compensation came into ef-

fect, and the stronger and more extensive
the armor the slower and heavier became
the owners, and in the course of time we
find their descendants stumping about
the earth as tortodses. We know little
about the actual details of ancestry of
these engaging reptiles, but in the mid-

r

Permian=say two hundred and twenty-
five millions of years ago—a small lisrd
lived in South Alrica of which we have
collected odd bones and have matched
them into position, and finally have
clothed these significant relics with the
name of Eunclosaurus.  Although it had
teeth yet it possessed rather wide ribs
and other undoubted hints of chelonian
forebears.

The success of armored defense, of this
mobile-tank evolution, is proved by the
fact that tortodses form one of the five
reptilian groups which, out of eighteen,
have survived into modern times.  Long
alter torwdses had become well esiali-
lished, some bright side ling—bright or
lazy or vepturesome—fell into the water
goologically speaking, and  discovered
that it was easier to loat along than to
drag one's bony armature overland.
Massive five-flingered posts of limbs grad-
ually shaved down into thin Dippers, and
sea-turtles came into being,

Paleoniology cannot as yet show us the
pradacions of this change, bt we know -
that @t must have ooowrred far back in
time,  One hundred millions of years ago
the great inland sea, extending over ail
of the central Uniced States, from Meoxico
and the Gulf to the Avctic, was full not
only of mosasaurs and plesiosaurs but of
the giant paddlelimbed sea-turtles drch-
£lon, which measured as much as cleven
= fect over all.

Ever since, with penguinlike flight, sea-
turtles have traversed all the warmer
waters of the planet's oceans, and this

very evening one of them reluctantly

al_“
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]H‘H’ilh‘il the preeen-turile My whicl in-
tronluced my dinmer.

L live compared their mole of pro-
gression with that of penguing, and the
simmile coteda] Dee extemdes] winl entive ac-
curacy G inclode the dight of il peivels
swnned punlbs wliiel [K155 x'lr"\.l.l.'illl'!,l aver bl
Turthes are ihe only squatic repiiles 1o
use the forelimbs in this way, for the
pelagic scasnakes, as well as the surl-
loving erocodiles and Galapagos lizards,
all swim by undulations of the @mil.  Yet
while turtles have gone far beyond the
webbed-toe condition of snappers and
other [resh-water tortoises, they have
never attained the yivi i

1 i and are thus
still dependent upon the land for the
continuation of their race,

I

I have scen these turiles in both hem-
ispheres and along the shoves of four con-
tinents, but not until I spent a week on
Clarion lsland, a speck of land seven
humndred miles off the west coast of Mex-
iy, did gpreen turtles leave the realm of
exclamarory recognition and become ex-
citing individuals, objects of intense in-
verest and wonder, ”

One of the most important character-
istics of animals is mt}h:ilit}', the power

to move here and there over the eavth's

surface. In plants this is very restricted,
and in the organic world voluntary maove
ment is non-existent.  Although green
turtles have the power to fly swilily
through the water, yet they spend a great
deal of time dozing at the surface. Only
a practiced eye can distinguish between
a floating turtle and a clump of kelp or
a drifting log, and this frequent and pro-
longed immobility actually induces of-
fects thae ordinarily concern only vege-
tation or the rocks of a reef,

Now and then off Clarion we would

discover a turtle floating quietly, with -

eyes asleep but ears very wide awake.
Or it might have a tern or a small gull
perched on the sloping back, the bird
also asleep or preening its plumage. At

any munnend, like Sinelbad's ETT
]uliln'_', e barrle-slicl] isle maphi sink freem
view, I the drifting chelonian T e
vl e T Temale, she g Ay avinn
|Rissenpger mighe e rowghly cipsized Iy
e sclvent of one or more amoms males
wiher e up in e lelike Aclivily
what they lacked in delicicy of coupt-
ship.

Well to the nonth we were alile to cap-
ture one of these Hoating wrides, which
mesurcl oaly two i fiqr

ighed seventy-fiv Like amy
rock on an oflshore recf, the creature had
a plentiful growth of short, red seaweed
on the lower back, and clusters of bar
nacles sprouted here and there,

Two crabs were living and thriving
near the tail of the reptile, just as they
might on a drilting bit of scaweed, and
often bencath turdes at sea we saw
schools of small fish seeking sanctoary
as they would under a log. In common
with organisms such as sharks and large
rays, shark-suckers frequently attach
themselves to the under shell, and para-
sitic crustaceans skitter about on the
rough skin of the neck and tail,

In a hasty search of a score of volumes
I find that eighteen credit the green tur-
tle with an exclusively vegetarian diet.
Yet this single specimen which we ex-

amined had the 3
re ur elicato 5
I =[ating 1 1

ing anails, as innuiritious a food to our
minds a3 could be imagined. In addi

tion there were twentycight Munidas
ar_scariet Johstereties as we mighe call
them,

Sometimes the launch would pass a
happily mated floating pair of turtles
when a third jealous element would shoot
full speed ar the objects of his divided

‘emotions.  If his trajectory was poor and

he aimed too high, he would scrape clear
across and over them and roll back into
the depths, like a missed tackle in foot-
ball. Or the edge of his shell would strike
straight and fair with an audible smack,
and all three would heel far over and go
down slowly by the stern.
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A Tarther stage in this procreative pro-
gram was revealed when 1 went ashore on
Clarion on the sixteenth of May, On a
wide extent of samd 1o the cast of our
lamfing place were about Torry worele
tracks e sluriog e previous might.
Above high tide it was diflicult to -dis-
tinguish the more recent marks from the
palimpsest of the preceding nights, but
between tides the sand had been swept
clear of all old records.

At first glance the beach scemed to
have been traversed by a brigade of balby
caterpillar tanks, but close examination
revealed an unexpected intricacy and
beauty of design. The maximum width

1 r was ncarly three feet,
and detailed comparison of ten or twelve
showed very little variation. Shorter or
greater length of successive units of the
pushes probably indicated varying de-
grees of haste.

The outermost pattern was made by
the fore flippers which alone provided
the means of propulsion on land, Each
cilort resulted in a delicately incised loop,
all of these being so perfectly eomnected
that they formed an unbroken scroll or
series of lunules, These were exactly like
the conventional waves in old Egyptian
and Chingse paintings. Each wave con-
sisted of twenty or thirty fing, concentric
lines, indications of the scales in which
the flippers were incased.

Next inside the tracery of the swim-
ming or pushing paddles were the

used by the boundary
of the elevated central portion of the
plastron, punctuated by successive inden-
tations of the edges of the dragging hind
flippers. From ridge to ridge in the cen-
ter of the trail wn.ig: Hnmn}lgiemnu about
eight inches wide, caused by the continu-
ous pressure of the flat mid-plastron re-
gion. The only mark on this smooth
narrow path was an occasional nick, like
the slight flick of a finger in solt sand, a
tiny snowshoe track or tearshaped im-

pression, showing where the tip of the tail
rested between pushes. Jt must have

n_lifted clear a for the
intervening spaces were immaculate.

Afier dinner, in comipany with the twi
Samoans, L left the Zaca and went on
shore, and for two hours nothing but
turtles filled my consciousness, Tt was
bl eark belome the Taunch cast s
loise andd the two men legan o row
landward, I lookod aliead and saw the
north star just topping a distant, thoun-
snd-loot mountain, while straight be-
hind was the Zace with her two mast
lights. Delicately balanced on the tip of
the taller was the base of the Southern
Cross,

The roar of the surl to right and left
was dealening, and soon we hegan o rise
and fall on successive swells. The row.
ers hung quietly for a time, then chons-
ing a propitious, but to me quite invisi-
ble wave, they pulled with all their
strength, we rose high in the air and
slithered swiftly in. A second momen-
tary balance and the giant Frank Taiga
lifted and carried me over and through
the beach smother as if I were some light
bundle. On the next great wave the
dory was launched again and in the dim
light we watched it and the solitary rower
rise amd fall, again and again, so steeply
that capsizing seemed inevitable,

By the light of two acetylene lanterns
we started eastward along the beach.
Alter a few steps the lights had o be ex-
tinguished, for none of us eould stand the
sandflics. They came by billions, enter-
ing cars, nostrils, eyes and filling our
clothes.  They did not bite but just suf-
focated us, The lanterns were actually
hary in the dense mist of the creatures,
They covered my bare arm like a prickly
sweater.  ‘The flashlight did not attrace
them so much, but wherever T turned it
weird shadows swept over the white coral
—magnificd images of the individual mi-
nute midges which were actually on the
glass. These insects should by rights be
cilled coralflies, for the moment we
stepped on to the sand part of the beach
they vanished. Lights or no lights, as
long as we were on the broken coral they
macle life unbearable,

We walked on, fiashing the light all
round. Not far from the water on the

p
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black lava T saw a small dark-brown
smike. It seemed unlike the one 1 had
found in daylight, having lines of black
spots on the body, so I picked it i amd
cached it inside my shin. We had o

qatch our way over the huge scarlee
grapsus crabs which never moved [rom
our path. When I reached down and
patted them it disturbed them not at all,

After climbing over the second out-
juning dyvke of lava we came to the real
gatul Leach, where at once we discovered
fresh tracks and a few yards from the
rocks we found the first turile. Tn a few
minutes we had counted thirteen. Two
were still in the surf, the tide having be-
gun to go down. Others were halfway
up. I watched them carefully. They
would make about three lunges with both
fore flippers simultancously, the hind
ones remaining practically helpless, and
each effort gained about eight inches,
The fresh tracks at night looked exactly
as I have described them, with double,
deep central furrows and a regular suc-
cession of lateral patterns on cach side,
the mark of the hind flippers being ab-
sorbed in the larger impresions of the
fore.

Nine turtles were at the summit of the
beach and either resting from their her-
culean labors of pushing up through the
soft sand or actually at work, 1 found
this of the greatest intercst. The first
process was to sink themselves in a fairly
deep hollow below the surface, This
was done by lowering the head and jam-
ming it into the sand, and then making
swimming motions, very deliberately andd
simultaneously, with both front flippers,
and then doing the same with the hind
ones, although these limbs worked alter-
nately.  'When this had been kept up for
a while the turtle was almost suspended
upon an isthmus of sand connecting two
side cross bridges, with the sand swept
away fore and aft, making an hour-
glass figure of sorts. After a rest the
right er the left front paddle would work
at the same time as the opposite one at the
pasterior end of the turtle, this resulting
in a revolving motion, first to one side

then to the odher, umtil the hiestirplass hard
been changed into a drcular pit with the
great reptile balanced on a central pro.
jection.  Alter, at the most, a half dazen
ellorts, the wirtle always rested for a con-
sidlerable time, evidently exhausted.

The whole thing was astonishing when
considered in the abstract: this enor-
mous creature, weighing several hundred
pounds and spending its whole life in a
medium which supported a considerable
pereentage of it weight, suddenly o
swim ashore and to gouge a way through
solt, clogging sand, and dig fwself in m
the top of the steep beach. Tts Aippers,
head and back, and even its By Were
covered and clogped with sand, The ex-
change of the allsupporting water for
the thin air and the obstructing sand
would seem to offer almost insurmoun-
able obstacles to the accomplishment of
the most important and vital act of i
life.

By studying six or eight individuals
which happened to be at different stages
of the operation, I was able to visnalize
the whole sequence.  After establishing
iteelf move or less horizontally in a well-
excavated depression, the next phase be-
gan, the scooping out of the hole into
which the egps would be poured.  Three
turtles were in the midst of this particu-
lar activity, and unless T had scen that it
was almaost identical in each case, T should
have been tempted to endow the first
with incredible skill and intelligence.
It must be remembered that no wrile of
this species can by any possible chance
ever se its own tail or hind flippers. In
the turtle at work, furthermore, the head
was always lowered, and with the cyes
fast shut albeit well clogged with sand,
was jammed tightly against the side of
the hoflow, helping to give leverage and
stability, The egg hole of the turtle un-
der consideration wasz already about
twelve inches deep with perpendicular
walls less than eight inches across. The
operation is extremely difficult to de-
seribe owing to its intricacy. The hind
flippers alone function; the fore limbs,
head, and body are perfectly immova-
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ble, and might just as well helong io some
wholly alicn sleeping organism.

One flipper is tightly presed against
one side of the hole just at the surface
of the samd. The other is delicaely
raisedd and the tip corled inward as our
four fingers can be brought round to the
palm. The whole flipper is then lifted
amd, with as exquisite accuracy as if
gauged by keen eyesight and as perfect
efliciency as if guided by a superbly work-
ing machine, the folded webbed fingers
are lowered into the center of the hole to
the bottom. When the sandy surface is
encountered, the fipper unfolds and the
tip pushes gently down and down, not
with an awkward shove or marked mus-
cular effort, but with several pentle in-
sinuating motions until the tip is buried
several inches. Then the handlike organ
again bends round and starts wpward
with a good fistful of sand. This is not
only lifted but it is completely enclosed,
hardly a grain being lost, and as it rises,
the whole limb executes a twist and turn
which one would never think possible
when the ordinary narlike function is
considered. The twist is so complete that
when a final flick throws away the load
of sand it is sent directly backward paral-
lel with the side of the turtle and far
away from the excavation. This insures
that none shall fall back.

But meanwhile there is the oppesite
side of the hole to consider. Through-
out this mancuver of, let us say, the left
foot, the right has been pressed flat
against the opposite upper odge of the
hole, holding back any possible sand slide,
But in spite of this a certain amount of
sand has drifted down on fof of this flat-
tened foot. To cope with this, the mo-
ment after the left flipper has cast away
itd load this right one snaps up and for-
ward, scattering its adventitious covering
of sand far forward toward the head.
“T'his motion is instantly succeeded by the
rolling up of the Angers and the descent
into the hole, repeating in detail the ma-
neuver of its fellow.  The left Aipper, in
its turn, {5 mow pressing back its edge of
the hole, and the sequence is complete.

But this is far Irom the whole tale, ancd
occasional  phenomena intrade  them-
selves, adding, il such a thing were prssi-
e, o the wondor anid mystcry of ie all,
The sand is maore or less diry and crumbly,
andl even the instinclive skill of a mother
chelonian might not be able to keep the
hole symmetrical to a sufficient depth
were it not that when needed a fine
shower or mist, not of urine, but of clear
water, is sprayed over walls and bottom.
This miracle keeps the sand in a condi-
tion of slight moistness, insuring suff-
cient cohesion and diminishing the pos-
sibility of collapse of the walls, Next
morning, even with the greatest care, we
were unable to excavate a hole of corre-
sponling size without continual sand
slidles, and this with the use of eyes and
hands and all our exalted intelligence.

As long as we directed our light at the
posterior part of the turtle it kept up the
work, but a continued flash into its half-
closed eyes made it stop and 1ift it head,
This, with an elaborate swallow of air,
was all that the repile could summon as
an expression of surprise—perhaps the
turtlean equivalent of “What an amaz-
ingly short nighe!™

When we encountered an animal crawl-_

ing up the beach, a short stop and ex-
amination would work no change in the

machinery of its journey, but if we an-

noyed it or tapped the shell it turned
about at once and with increased lunges
made straight for the water, No efforts
on our part could alter this going into
mental reverse.  As far as we could see,
the night's operations were at an end,
Every turtle 1sighted scemed like a great
rounded piece of lava which had worked
its way up through the sand. 1 have
never seen less organic beings.  Pemasa
rolled one over, when it waved its flip
pers onoe or twice in midair and then e
signed itsell to this new fate. No stone-
turning creatures or leverage phenomena
had ever before entered its life or those
of the tens of thousands of its maternal
ancesters, and it knew no solution. It
was well above the highest of tides: the
next day's sun would bake it and soon

e
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death would come, within a few yards of
it watery hoame,  Afier L examined it we
canted it back and it lay as imert and
pivsive a5 if nothing had happened.
Merhaps the desgrring thowghis in the dull
brain were still on hole digging, and b
not yet caughi up with the fact of revolu-
tion. Resentment of thar might come
later.

One torile hall way up the beach
showed sipns of recent combat, either with
creatures such as sharks or with a rival of

o itsownkind, Theshell was badly dented

at one place and the neck bitten.  On the
top of the head was a single huge white
barnacle, slightly tilted to one side, ab-
surdly like the tiny fool caps which clowns
sppmictimes wear, all the funnicr on this
cternally emotionless creature, On the
carapace a cluster of the same crustaccans
were thriving.  T'wo of these we pricd off,
the slight scraping being sufficient to send
the turtle scampering down the beach—
using the word as defined in chelonian
parlance.

These turtles were three fect or more in
length, deep in proportion, and had en-
dured life for perhaps many scores of
years: but even they were vulneralle o
what we are pleased to call natural causes,
andl at the Farthest end of our nocturnal
walk there loomed a hape [orm in the surf
Iying side on vo the beach, I went close
to it a8 the waves receded and saw that it
was long dead, but even now it held a
pesition that no other four-footed vorie-
brate would hold in death—the head
down on the sand and the two fore flip-
pers folded forward alongside it, as a dog
will spmetimes lie {facing the fire in slecp.
The shell showed no signs of violence.
Perhaps this individual had succumbed
to some internal parasites.

These turtles have at least one terrible
enemy in addition to man—the tiger
shark. The day before my visit to their
epg-laying sanctuary we caught a thirteen-
foot tiger, towed it ashore, examined and
weighed it.  In the stomach, besides sev-
eral large fish and petrels, was a good-sized
green turtle which must have weighed

bout fift nds in life.
| about fifty pounds in

e of the v lis Imhil].' aligring at il
tap of the beach had lost a large picoe out
of the right hind paddle and although its
brain knew nothing about it, this flipper
was excayipting mpuch less eflectively than
the left. At first, the hole was slightdy
unsymmetrical, but as I watched, T could
scg the perfect Ripper taking on more and
more work, exceeding its share of half the
labar, and the final sweep of my flashlight
revealed an excavation round, deep and
perfectly molded. Instinct and adapa.
tion are more mysterious .than all oor
modern explanations would have us
beligve,

111

Lefore I left for good I went off by my-
sell and walched the Jargest and oldest
turtle. Here, hundreds of miles from the
Mexican coast, it was laying its cgps. At
the same time others were similarly ocou-
pied on distant beaches of Australia, while
during the coming months of summer in-
dividual green turtles would drile up New
York Bay and direct their dim vision to
the towers of the city itsell.  Sand-clogged
eves, almost closed nostrils, motionles
fore limbs, these showed no signs cven of
passive vitality in the great beast before
me. Yet its heartshaped, low-arched
shell was streamlined for swift motion, is
llippers as cunningly molded as the fins of
shark or swordfish, So allimportant arc

ihese organs that io.a newly hatched tyr-

g, like the legs of new-barn colts, the

Nippers are of exiraordinary length, as
long as the entire body.

On each forward paddle of this trtle
there remained only a single claw to recall
lirard ancestry, but beneath the thin sealy
skin were gloved five fully-boned digits wo
scparate forever this reptile from even the
most highly developed fish.

The last flash of my light showed the
turtle digging, digging, without cessation,
mechanically as if controlled and moti-
vated by some auxiliary caudal brain
of supcr-reptilian intelligence, missing
hardly a grain, molding a smooth, round
womb in the sand, which would receive
the ova and ensure the moisture, warmth,
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anel salety necessary for the development
amd batching of a new generation,

Here aned there on the beach ghostly
baobies appeared within the circle of our
lights. Some at the edge of the bushes
were sound asleep, balanced on aweather
worn coral rock, standing on both’ legs
with beak buried deep between the wings,
Even with the light six inches away thoy
were not aroused, but at the siartled
grunting squawk of a distant bird, they
instantly became fully awake, The glare
did not frighten them even then and they
could sce nothing of us, so they remained
quict and stared. Whenever we patted
one gently on the head it would skiver
along the sand for a few yards and then,
bocmerang-like, return to our  feet
One devoted pair which refused to be
rouscdl were sitting close together upon
twa extremely unpleasantlooking, newly
harched chicks,

Giane red-lwown arickets crawled but
never jumped alout the sand, and onee I
heard a Clarion wren singing sleepily
from a clump of great lava rocks among
the cactus.  The night life of this isolated
islamd was not greatly varied, but exceed-
ingly strange—the juxtaposition of a thou-
sand thousand midges, eleven laboring
turtles, and the peppering of rocks and
sand with great scarlet crabs,

Pemasa, the Samoan, told me many
interesting things about the turtles. It
scems they often dig several false holes,
night after night, and leave them gaping,
[mally'to go to some inconspicusus place
beneath a small bush o deposit the CEES.
After the laying is completed the turties
go away and do not return until the day
of hatching when they come back and
lie off shore waiting for the scrambling
host of wrtlings to reach the water, not,
as I asked, to guard them in any way,
but most horribly to devour them. I
am glad to say that I believe this to be
quite devoid of scientific truth. It re-
called Pliny's unforgettable paragraph
on sea-turtles written more than eight-
een centuries ago, Philemon Holland
quaintly renders this: “In the sea they
live of muscles, cockles, and such small

shell fishes, for their mowthes are so hard
that they be able to crush and breake
stones therewith,  ‘Their manner is 1o
go aland, where among the grasse they
lay cppes as bigge as birds cge, 1o the
number commenly of an  hundred.
When they have so done, they hide them
within the carth in some Titde hole or
gutter, fare coough Irom any [Hace
where the water cometh, they cover them
with mould, bear it hard downe with
their breast, and so pat it smooth, and in
the night time sit upon them: they
couvie & whole yeare before they hatch.
Some say, that the looking wistly upomn
their egges with their eeves serveth in-
stead of sitting,”  Pliny continues, “The
female refuscth any intercourse with the
male untill he has placed a wisp of straw
upon her back,”

A pleasant account is that of Topscll,
penned 4 mere three centuries apo:
YSome againe say, that after they have
lidde their Egges in the carth for forty
dayes, the Female cometh the Just for-
ticth day, not fayling of her reckoning,
and wncovereth her Epges wherein shee
findest her young ones formed, which
she taketh out as joylully as any man
would do Gold out of the earth, and
carryeth away with her to the Water.”

Pliny's Iast ‘words are too good to
omit, exceeding almast his eredulity:
“And although it bee incredible and no
to be spoken, yet some there be who have
written, That any ship maketh way
mare slowly at sca, that carrieth within
it the right foot of a tortoise.”

Let us return for a moment to the fate
of the newly hatched turtles. The horror
and disbelicf aroused in my mind by the
suggestion of wholesale infanticidal can-
nibalism on the part of the mother wrtles
is, as a macter of fact, a reaction of alien
anthropomorphic emotion on my part,
and only of hypothetical interest to the
young reptiles themselves, If fifteen
hundred emerge and scramble down the
beach representing the offspring of my
eleven egg-laying females, it is certain
that fewer than twenty-five will ever live
to become adult.  Whether they will slip

T T S
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down the eager maw of flish or shark,
gannel or cormorant, sea-lion or porpoise,
or actually satisfy the momentary appe-
tite of their own parent is hardly of more
than theovetical concern to the subjects
of the bill of fare,

We had apparvently veached Clarion at
the very height of the breeding scason of
the green wurtles, for the offshore water
was [airly doteed with them at times, the
majority mating, three pairs sometimes
seen in close proximity, During several
hours of trolling one day we sighted
more than fifty turtles of which about
forry were engaged in courtship activi-
ties,

When we returned to the landing
beach and flashed signals to the Faca
the breakers were crashing in quick suc-
cession, We watched ihe small Llack
dot of the dory coming closer and closer,
In a briel vespite ol relative calm when
there scemed to be a wave mising from
the eternal sequence, the boat shot in,
we tumbled aboard and dived immedi-

ately into six huge rollers, our bow ris.
ing so high that it pointed full at the
head ol the Scorpion.  But we reached
the yacht without shipping a drop.

An hour later when I was in the eabin
writing out these experiences, I was
called on deck.  The gililous moon was
well up, but still stained with the orange
of its msing, while the water had sud-
denly calmed amd completely lost s
heaving swell, Zoca, and the pacific
with-a-little-p ocean, and the dim isle of
Clarion were all equally soundless and
quiet. I looked ashore and imagined
that unimaginable scene in the lieart of
the distant sand, nine great wriles Lying
prong, with head, brain, and frone limbs
apparently wholly ignorant of the mys-
terious activities and finished craftsman-
ship of their busy hind flippers,

At my next [ormal dinner, when the
guests are absorbed in the delicacy of
their green-turtle soup, I shall be glad
to rejoice in the memory of the brooding
turtles of Clarion Island.



