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UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAINESVILLE, 31!11_

DEPARTMENT OF Z00LOGY
223 BARTRAK HALL

i 201 10F : ; 5 October 1982

Congressman John B, Breaux

Subcommittee on Fisheries and Wildlife Conservation
and the Enviromment

Committee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries

U.5. House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Breaux:

I am writing to urge that your Subcommittee on Fisheries and Wild-
life Conservation and The Envirconment oppose current efforts to reverse
the regulations excluding farm-raised green turtle products from entry
into the U.5. The admission of farm products would Inevitably extend
and keep alive an international market that cannot be satisfied by farm
production and which threatems the survival of remaining green turtle
populations. The resulting poaching and smuggling of products from
wild populations that this demand generates undermines the afforts of
Caribbean countries to protect their dwindling stocks, and those of
the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES)
to limit interpmational commerce in these endangered species.

This is not mere theory. For 25 vears I have monitored population
levels of the largest green turtle colony reémaining in the Caribbean--that
at Tortuguero, Costa Rica. There we have watched the growing drain on
the coleny during the 1970's as turtle meat was introduced into U.S,
guper-markets and sea-food restaurants. The spreading demand stimulated
a marked Increase in the illegal exploitation of this colony throughout

“ its range. When the U.5, closed its borders to all turtle products,
including those from farms, the drain on the natural populations notice-
ably lessened.

There are various other reasons why farm-raised turtles should con-
tinue to be excluded, but I am sure these will have been pointed out by
other correspondents., Your committee should be egpecially interested
in the recent firm stand against relaxation of the ban by the Southeastern
Shrimper's Association.

It was, thus, a constructive, realistic move that our government
made when farmed products were excluded from the United States. T hope
that you will agree that to nullify that advance would be an irratienal
and retrogressive act, and that yeur committee will oppose the overture.

Sincerely vours,

AFC/gmr ﬁtnhil.‘: Earr CLL’LR

Technical Director, Caribbean
Conservation Corporation

EOLIAL TMPLOYMENT OPPORTUSITY FAFRRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER



