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EALA--HAWATI'S FORGOTTEN BIRD ISLAND
By ldnds R. Evana
(Originally published in The Sundsy Star-Bulletin & ddvertiser, 16 Hov. 1975, pp.F-1 & 7-6)

The Island of Kauls Wwaes one of the five Hawaiian Islands seen by Captain Cock during
his first vieit in 1778. Following Cock's death during the second visit in 1779, Kaula Was
the last islend seen when the expedition's vessels departed from Hawaiian weters.

Today, Keula has been virtually forgotten by the people of Hawaill and remping practi-
cally unknown to the outside world. There can be little doubt thet the U.S. Navy would
like it to stay that way. Tuthﬁn,thaiala:diskmmmﬂmEmlaﬂnckTa i

Kaule covers 136 acres (four times the size of ila Moana shopping center) and is
located 20 milea to the southwest of Miiheu and 150 miles to the wegt-northwest of Homolulu.
The island rises abruptly to an elevetion of 550 feet and has been deseribed as appearing
like & huge =zes turtle on the horiszon.

In 1909, President Theodore Roosevelt set aside nearly all of the smell volcanic and
coral islands in the northwestern portion of the Hawaiian chain ss & sanctuary for wildlife.
Millions of migratory sesbirds, as well es aeals and turtles, depend on these islands for
breeding purposes. The resuli of Roosevelt's farsighted conservation action can be seen
today as the Hewgliian Islands Haticnal Wildlife Refuge, one of the most putatending natural
preserves in the world.

Only two of the northwestern islands, Ksule and Widway, were not covered by the
Presidentigl Order of 1909. Both of these islands should have been. dpperently there was
little resson or incentive at the time to have strategically located Hidway officially
declared a ssnctusry. Ey 1909 the island had been colonisged for soms gix years by the
Commercial Pacific Cable Company. Hidway's massive albatross populaticns were therefore
already sefe from the Japanese feather poachers that were slaughtering hundreds of thousends
of birds on the other small islands in the chain.

The resson for not ineluding Kaule in the ssnctuary perhaps will never be posltively
known, The importence of Kauls as a nesting site for numercus species of seabirds wes
well-lnown to the Hawaiisn people, Possibly this information was not gveilable to
Pregident Roosevelt, thereby ceusing the island to be simply gverlooked and forgotten.
Another possibility is that Kaula's steep cliffs may have been regarded as a matural
defense agsinat feather poachers. Federal proteciion may not have been thought neceasary
in order to ensure the birds' continued well-being. This explanation would seem to be the
most reasonable, as the first mown landing on the islend by a non-Hawaiien did mot teke
place until 1920. GEven then, the individual was unsble to resch the summit.

Whatever the original reason for mot including Kaula in the Presidential Order of
1805, the result has been, and continuea to be, the destruction of nesting gazabirde by
military bombs and gunfire. The events that brought sbout this incompstible and intolsrable
use of public property provide an interesting lesson in lsnd acquisition an environmental
degradation.

Tn December of 1924, Territorial Covernor Farrington signed Executive Order 173 which
sat agide Ksula Island for public purposes as a United States Lighthouse Heservetion under
the control of the Department of Commerce. During the sumer of 1925, personnel of the
Lighthouse Service succeeded in building a treil to the islend's susmit. On the top, two
stone structures were found that were thought fo be rellgiocus shrines. A shelter cave with
a low stone well amcross the entrance was alsc discovered. These findings confimmed the
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reports of Captain Cook that early Hawaiisma periodically made vigits to Kaula.

Due to unfavorsble weather conditions, Lighthouse Service perscnnel were not able to
make another landing on the islpnd until the susmer of 19%2. At thet time sn aatomatic
gas light was constructed end put into service. The first and only published survey of the
iglgnd's florg and faung weas glso conducted in the summer of 19%2. Hesnlts of this survey
appeared in a Blshop Musesm report and revealed that 15 species of plants and 14 species
of seabirds were present. ‘mong the birds in greatest abundance were noddy and ascoty terns,
red-tailed tropicbirds, blue-feced, red-footed snd hooded ﬁhmug,f" boobies, end frigatetdrda.
ilhite tems, petrels and shearwatera were also found. The btiology of Kaula wae clearly
typical of the other ieolated islands in the northwestern portion of the Heweiisn chain.

Fractically no information about Ksuls is sveilable for the 25 years following
installation of the automatic light. It seems safe to assume that, except for yearly :
maintenance visita, the island end its seabirds were left in peace. In Uashington, however,
ome significsnt event did take place during thia peried that would ultimetely affect the
island's safety. In 1939, the Lighthouse Service of the Department of Commerce was
integrated into the U.35. Coast Guard. In 1947, 25 years efter installetion, the Ksula
light was permenently closed down. This sction extinguished the island's hope for remain-
ing unmoleated.

The first gdmitted bombing end strafing by Havy and [larine Corps aircraft started in
1952, Thias was apparently initiated with the blessing of the Coast Cuard. However, no
recorde can be found which show that the Territordiel CGovermment, Congress or the President
evaer granted approval for bombing, or was even officially notified of this action. Eetween
1952 and 1965 the Comst Guard continued to hold jurisdiction over Kauls and, at the same
time, spperently raised no objections to the military's delivery of all kinds of ordnance.
In addition to the standerd bombings, atrafings and use of high intensity flares, this
ordinence also at time ineluded torpedos and Regulus missiles fired from submarines.

Beginning in the 1960e, residents of Ksuai started to voice opposition to this sense-
leas killing of eeabirda, many of which are wvelusble to fishermen for locating schools of
figh and detecting ocean current chenges. FPeople living on Kauai seemed to be the most
concermed, probsbly because at night they could actually see whet the military was doing.
For most other residents in the state, Ksulg was out of sight, and cut of mind. In 1961
the Eguei Bogrd of Supervisors officially asked the Havy to helt the bombing. Their request
was promptly and gquietly rejected, as many other such requests have been during the years
that followed.

In early 1965, members of Hawaii's congressional delepation were cglled upon for add
in the matter. In response to an inguiry by dep. Patey iink, the Department of the Imterior
{administrators of the National Refuge System) stated that Kaula has "...impreasive value
as & nesting area for certain segbirds..."and that it is "...hightly desirable that the
Island of Kguls be considered for Hatiomal ¥ildlife Refuge stetus a3 an addition to the
Bawsiian Islands Meticmal Wildlife Befuge.® Further, ira. iiink was told that everything
posgible would be done to have the island incorporated into the Refuge. Unfortumately, the
Department of the Interior subasequently dropped the matter, sfter being told by the Navy
that Esula was vital to the war effort in Vietnam. Comservation groups on Hausi also
agreed to stop cempeigning against the Wavy, after being told the ssme thing.

In Harch 1965, Rep. Spark idatsunags publiecly anncunced that jurisdiction of Kauls had
been officially transferred from the Coast Guard to the Navy. The island's "give-away"
therefore took place without organized opposition, in the neme of national security. It is
interesting to note that throughout the erisis of Uorld War II, the bombing of Esula and
ite seabirde had not been considered necessary by the militery for "national security" or
"jafense readiness.” Haula would again heve drifted out of public eye after NHavy sequisi-
tion, had it not been for the pilots of twe Skyralders from the aireraft carrier Ticonde-
roge envoute to Vietnss., On the night of Oct. 5, 1965 these pilots became "confused" |as
it wes later explained) and dropped eight 250-pound bombe on Wiihea, 32 miles from their
intended destination of Esula. Fortunately, the explosions took place in an unpopulated
area., Nearly two days passed before the Navy publicly announced the inecidsnt. In the
meantime, numbers of Hawaii's congressional delegation were informed through newspaper
gources. Senator Hirsm Fong sccused the Havy of "gross cerelesmmess," and Mrs. Hink
renewed her call for an end to bombing, both for the safety of people and the sake of
sesbirda. Senator Daniel Inouye expressed "enger and dismay." In the epd, however, the
Havy refused to halt bombardments, even long encugh for an investigation of the incident.
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Little elae was heard of Kaula until August 1971, when the Havy comducted a two day
envirormental survey of the island with the help of State and Federal biologists. Hather
than reflecting a sudden change of attitude, this survey was prompted by a direct request
from former president Fixon. The Metionsl Environmental Polioy act of 1969 requires that
gtatementz be filed outlining the environmental effects resulting from actiome that are
federally funded. Hilitery bombardmente of islands and seabirds come under this category.
4 newspaper article announced the completion of the two-day survey; however, in the follow-
ing montha snd years no repdrts were mede avallable and an Envirommental Impact Statemant
was never filed.

Although the exsct status of Kaula's enviromment presently remains a myatery to the
public, fishermen in the area report that seabirds still nest, or gt lesst attempt to nest,
on the islsnd. This would suggest that the island is not mow, nor has it ever been, the
barren or worthlesa "rock® to which it is sometimes referred.

The recent renewal of efforts to have the bombing of Kshoolawe stopped should also
encompass the Island of Kaula, Hawaili's forgotten bird island should no longer continue to
be forgotten. A reasoneble, but definite, dste should be set for halting all bombardments.
This should be on or bafore Januery 1978, the 200th anniversary of Keaula's Buropesn discov-
ery. Following the cessation of destructiom, the island should st long-last be tramsferred
to the Hawaiisn Islands National Uildlife Refuge where it belongs. This scems the leasst
that could ba done after 23 years of military use.
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Fisld Hotes from C. Fred Zeillemaeker: Kauei, Haul, folcksi & Hawsdii; Dec.1975=-ug. 1976
Fied-billed Grebe—-The Lumshsi River eatuary E:{aua:l.} bird found in November wes also

pbgerved there Jamisry 15 snd 22, Harch 4, and dpril 14.

Bl footed Alb sg——Four birds were observed at Kilsues Point Wildlife Jdmin.
dite (HAEE. Kmaai, by Rick Howle of Canada on Jamuary 16. I observed a single bird there
February 21.

Laysan Albatross——Single birds appeared at Kilauea Point WS in December, one to three
birds were regularly observed in January, Februasry end Harch, six were observed Harch 27 5
up to three were spotted in 4pril, and a single bird was observed Hay l.

Viedge-tailed Shearwator—The lest 1975 observation at Kllauea Point occurred December
10, The species was discovered back in burrows there March 7, but birds mey have actuslly
arrived a fow days earlier. The first chicks were found July 28.

Hewell's Shearwater——Calling was detected in the anghols Hountaine, Kausi, on april 28.
One struck the lighthouse gt Kilsues Foint 443 Mgy 26. Rosd killed birds were found between
Kealia and the Weilua River in April-2, Mgy-3, June-15, July-T, and Jmgust-2.

Red-tailed Troplobird—i bird returnsd to Kilaues Point WAS on February 13 (Hormas
Christie of Canada). Up to 3 were obeerved in Harch, 9 in April and Hay, 7 in Junse, 8 in
July and 6 in August. !

Blue-faced Boghy—Single birds paused at tokuseae Island off Kilsuea Polnt Hay 28,
June T, and July 24.

Brown Booby—-Up to 6 birds used lickuaeae Island off Eilauea Foint in Decenber, 4 in






