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Navy’s Answers fo
Bombing Dispute

By Lyle Nelson
Srar-Builetin Wiriter

Why does the Navy need Kahoolaae?

1f kicked gut, where would it bomb?

Why miust it bomhb?

The Navy's 1972 environmental i statemant
on Kahoolawe nddresses these ques and Navy
officials al Pearl Harbor recently elaborated for the
Star-Bulletin,

i}, Where elze can the Navy bomb?

A. The impact statement roles oub six other siles;
&an Clemente Isiand off the California Cosst, Keula
Rock off Kauei, the Barking Sands Underwster Tacti-
eal Hange, Pohaluloa on the Big Island and Schofield
Barracks and Makus Valley on Oahu,

The Navy
o e e
ficld and Pohekulos are ruled oul as reguletions
prohibit live bombs from being carried by aircrafl
over populated areas; Malua has limita sot by the
Army on the size of ordnanée that can be used; the
Barking Sands fange belng water offers no variety in
&h:gem glthouith there are sensors fo ebtain accoracy
ta.
Q. Df Mavy or Marine Corps bombers practice else-

A, Yoz, Navy planss Oving off siteraft cacfiers out-
gide San Diego can bomb Chocolate Mountsin near
the Salton Ses or other dessrl targets near Yumi
Marine airéraft at El Toro can bomb desert Largets.

Q. WHAT 18 80 GOOD about Kahoolawe as & tar-
=

A It offers aircraft, ships, and even submarines, a
chance to use a variety of ordnance on & variety of
targets.

. What variety of targets?

A. Paint, area end ringed. In othar words, & convoy
of trucks, hldden targets that can be seen from
certain: Bngles, & specifie defended site | BE B
mack Soviot SAM mizsile complox), BUll’seyes to as-
s855 miss factora.

In addition, different kinds of ordnance do different
things: penetrating bombe, shrapnel secattering
bomths,. And targets on o reverse slope of the Island,
out of the wiew of surface ship gun crews, cen be
attacked with the aid of a asrial spotters.

Mone of these things can be simulated on the open
geean Barking Sands renge. War, says the Navy, is
not trying to hit & spot in the ocean.

Q. is practice needed 7

A, Jet pilots and gun crews on ships always need
training, Gun crews are in constant state of turnover
and mew must know how to do thisr jobs in
the teamwork of aperating deck guns.

Pllpds must know the hagards of flying theough &
target area aned how to avold the shrapnel of ‘explo-

0TS
Mo military elemeant iz ready for combat i & has

San te s ton far awﬁ&'l'gr
rhor; that | ﬁfgm.l[_ Bak
Foorm Tor men to get around; Scho-

never experionced training. never shol & gun or
bombed a target. This is compared with University
sthletic toams playing games without a single prac-
tice. Tt |% nONSoNAEE.

0, WHY NOT BOMB THE Northwest Islands?

A, They are too small. Kehoolawe 1% 7,750 acres,
Listanskd has 432 acres; Laysan Island 981 acres
Eaula only 138 acres and French Frigate Shoals only

57 meres, mostly usable rumemay.
Besides being ton small these islands are wildlife

irens (which would put the fedoral government in
ponlfict with lizelli and are foo {ar from Pearl Har-

bar.

ining costs would jump greatly to reach these

sites.
Ijldﬂpuhu;:gunhﬂummuu‘tﬂmﬂmymm
is no problem using Kahoolawe but becomes & prob-
jem in going as far pway as Midway or Kure sigil.

0. Why not use inert bombs on Kahoolawe?

A, Thev are used bat they limit training because of
their charncteristics, Crews on aircraft carriers and
ships must have experience handling live crdnance.
Wars are not fought with inert bombs,

Q. What about shallow thoal waters northwest of
Ezusai and closer to Barking Sands than Pear] Hiarbor
is to Kahoolawe? .

A. Again tnrgets would be waler targets and that is
not always & problem o war,

Q. What ahout bullding an artificial island?

ATt wolild eost upeards of 500 million. Will Cons
gress pay the bill?

Q. Why not use targets towed by ships.

A. Naval gunfire support calls for hitting fand
targets; tows cannot be hidden from fliers.

THE NAVY BNFORMED Sen. Hiram L. Fong that
i has started its fea~ihilHy study on clesning
Kahoolawe 8 ordered v Congrees snd ag reqg
by agreement if the Nev oo longer necds the target,

In its impact statem: & the Navy considered seven
glternate uses for the inland U end when it reverts to
State control.

1t considers Kahoolawe of limited agricultural value
because of poor aoil and little water. Grazing is not
feasible jwdging from earlier ranching efforts. refore-
siration is doubtful but hunting is possible only after
tha Island fa safe (though animals woukd eat away the
ground eover),

Fishing would be good but it is deubtful a commer-
cial packing plent on the Island would be economicil.
A University scientist once recommended & nuclear
power plant, but the Navy ask= where would the
power come from? Commergial or industrial develop-
ment opporiunities appear Imited,

Smugpler's Boach is excellent for recreation except
that Maui has many better beaches with fresh water
gvailable and with accessibility.

The impact statement did not discuss hotel develop-

ment.




BLET "EN AP CAEpSIng

1S} IOADPY
nNJOUOH

Wyl Aagw

; "sdjys Aawy I
L SAJNaSQe PEOR WeMSSAW H)
Lo Iseq ) woyy o Fupmo|
e il aaejesyEy 0 Iufarons

-IEM B0 FEE[Q pIZiS-JRa|INu
Jo ja3)ja aqy 151 0 AAwy
24y &g g6l Jlady up papopd
X3 5 LNL 10 dEaEnd e v

agy o aso|d pasesw sdiygs-

IO BB




