= ol UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAINEEYILLE, 32811

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
DEPFAATMENT OF Z0OLOGY February 20, 1976

MEMD TO:  Wayne King

Richard Fitter
Colin Phipps
5ir Peter Scott
Anthony Mence

FROM: Archie Carr

This Is a reply to the request of one of you (King) for my opinion of a pro-
posal to allow Mariculture, Ltd. a five-year exemption from a law that will prohibit
the importation of Chelonisz mydaz and products derived frem It Into the United
States. Although official IUCN and CCC reactions to this suggestion are not avail-
able, | see no reason why | should refrain from giving you my private views on the
subject.

If | were prepared to accept the premise that farming a depleted species Is
beneficial for that species--or even that it does no harm except for the loss of
eggs taken from the nesting beaches--1 would not be averse to allewing the five-
year extension. The loss of eggs would probably cause relatively little demo-
graphic change.

But to me that issue seems altogether irrelevant, because | am opposed to any
international trade whatever in products derived from species with unsound survival
positions. It seems to me that the moment the survival outlock of a specles is
officially recognized as weak [as In the IUEN Red Book) it Ts tha obl igation of
conservationists to make every effort to discourage conmerce in that species. By
leglc no farming enterprise should be endorsed until it had provided aI5ururval
Impact Statement, a carefully worked out, quantitatively predictive analysis prﬂu{ng
that its operations would neither (1) reduce natural populations, nor (2) increase
demand for products derived from them. The burden of proof here does not rest on

conservationlsts, but on the vested interests that propose the exploitation.
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If all conservation organizations and agencies agreed to that proposition
they would seem obliged elther to foment legislation prohibiting trade in the
species Involved, or to mount depopularization campaigns to ki1l existing markets.
Where products from a farmed, endangered animal could be confused in markets and
customs houses with unendangered specles, then trade in the whole complex of
species involved should be discouraged. | realize that this is inconsistent with
the stand of the IUCN Crocedile Group and can only conclude that those people
have simply had to compromise.

If an enterprise selling an endangered or threatened species were able to
produce-all its own stock, and if there were well-enforced laws rigidly controlling
the legal and-illegal expleoitation-of that species throughout its range, the
enterprise would be harmless. Moreover, if a farm could, without drawing on
natural populations, develop an artificially selected animal, clearly different
from and with -market qualities superlor-te those.of all relativesand-positively ..
distinguishable as a product of the firm producing It, then there would be nothing
for anybody to worry about. Otherwise, the only logical reason for any conser-
vationist to tolerate the farming of wild specles with unsound survival positions
would be the need to compromise. [ can see that where large conservation organi-
zations or government agencies are faced with such dread issues, they will almost
inevitably have to let polltics, International good-will, pecple's jobs, or some-
thing of the sort influence thelr judgement, and to that extent relax their concern
for the specles In trouble.

As a private citizen and zoologlst long concerned over the predicament of
the green turtle | am not willing to endorse any culture project until | see a
Survival Impact Statement, E1EETIT.PFQ?THQ that it does no harm. And | regret

to say that | see 1ittla 1iklThood that such a document could be composed.

AC:dg



UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAINEEVILLE, 32611

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

-_ February 20, 1976

DEFARTMENT OF ZOOLOgY

Hr. Jack W. Gehringer
Deputy Director
National Marine Fisheries Service
Washington, D.C. 20235
Dear Hr. Gehringer:
| am writing in regard to the public hearing to be held February 25
on the projected listing of the green turtle, loggerhead, and FacI#T;
ridley as threatened specles. | strongly recommend this course although
“"endangered" Is clearly a more appropriate designation. That there should
have to be any further discussion of this matter-at this late date is
Incomprehensible; and-a-public-hearing seems-to me 1ike plain-wheel~-spinning.
Opposition to giving all sea turtles complete protection could be coming
only from vested commercial Interests, or from Tncompletely informed people
who have heard of some populous remalning nesting colony somewhere and are
not aware of the vast gaps that now exist in the natural breeding ranges..
All the genera of marine turtles have for decades been declining at
increasing rates; all are, by any realistic definition of the term, endangered.
Their predicaments range widely In character. Breeding assemblages of the
Gulf ridley were down from 40,000 in the 1950's to a few hundred last year.
The once enormous arribadas of the Pacific ridley are, despite the efforts
of the Mexican government to protect them, being continuously reduced by

massive poaching and smuggling of hides. World populations of the leather-

back are small, and most nesting sites are depleted, vulnerable and, with a
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Mr. Jack W. Gehringer
February 20, 1976
Page 2
few exceptions being exploited for eggs. ' The hawksbill continues to
suffer almost universal exploitation both on its diffuse nesting shores
and on the accessible diving reefs. The green turtle has a few good sized
populations left, but In most of its range It has been either dangerously
reduced or wholly extirpated as a breeding visitant. ‘In the Pacific, the
loggerhead is dependent malnly on twe or three Barrier Reef and Indian
Ocean rookeries of moderate size. The hopes for saving the species in the
Atlantlc rest almost wholly on the coast of the Scutheastern United States.
The colonies based on Cape Romain, South Carolina, and Hutchinson's and
Jupiter Islands, Florida, are the largest remaining in th& world. In the
approaches to these there Is growing destruction of turtles by-shrimp
trawlers. |

The sea turtles are, thus, no longer a far-flung, self-regenerating
resource. They are not, in any real sense, a resource at all. For our
government to drag its feet in the effort to save them, or to accede in
action that leaves loopholes for further exploitation of any kind whatever
would be anachronistic and shameful. 1 trust therefore that full protection
for the green turtle, loggerhead, and Pacific ridley will be provided without
further delay.

Sincerely yours,

frctice loii

Archie Carr
Graduate Research Professor and

Technical Director,
Caribbean Conservation Corporatlion

AC:dg
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043821107 23 March 1979

Mr. Robert W. Creamer
Artlicles Editor

SPORTS ILLUSTRATED

Time & Life Building

New York, Mew York 10020

Dear Mr. Creamer:

| just returned from a slege of sea turtle meetings and surveys in
Costa Rica. | am sorry to say | sti1l find it difficult to werk out a
rational account of the complicated events attending the Tmpending
extinction of Kemp's ridley. The present International, Interagency
campalgn to save it s partly sound, but partly, in my opinion, wheel-
splnning. No positive results from the first season can be pointed to,
except that protection of the feeble remmant of nesting turtlas at Rancho
Nuevo was [mproved. It was to get this protection that | acqulesced In
the complex management program being undertaken. | have no falth in
some of the things they're doing, but was willing to go aleng In order
to get outside help for the Mexicans in protecting the nesting beach
from predation and human exploitation.

So Instead of being the neat, eye-catching story of an old Tady
trying to save a vanishling species, the ridley sltuaticn has become
fantastically many-sided, with no good lead, and with the end wholly
unpredictable. | am having a hell of a time trying to think how to
put it into shape for SPORTS ILLUSTRATED without adding possibly unfair
burdens to the job the National Marine Fisherles Servica, Fish and
Wildlife Service, Natlonal Parks Service, Texas Parks Service, Florida
Audubon, and the Hexican Institute NacTonal de Pesca are trying to do.

If you are willling to stick with me through June, when the second
nesting season at Rancho Nuevo will show what the present breeding
population Is, | may by then be able to see a way to tell the story
properly. But it 15 really a very involved situation that will require
extremely careful writing. | regret my continued stalling, but 1'm
very glad | didn't go shead when | started out because the whole thing
has changed wvastly.

Best regards.
Sincerely yours,
{F'E"LL-I:L E
Archie Carr

Graduate Research Professor

ACI] jw



= . 23 March 1979

Ta: Dr. Leo D. Brongersma
RiJksmuseum van Natuurlijke Historie
Raamsteeg Z Leiden

Metherlands

Regret unable attend Oviedo meeting. Desperately short of time this
gquarter. Two trips Costa Rica, one just finished, another early April,
badly hindering complex field course am teaching. Throughout April my
schedule so packed that losing another day would be serious. Anyway
you and Peter know my views head starting and international trade, so
my presence meeting not essential. |If Cayman sheuld undertake purely
experimental head starting as public service no one would object. That
idea 1s all | could contribute at meeting. Thank you for Invitation,

and my best regards.

DOR. ARCHIE cang
DEPARTMENT oF Z00LoGY
UNIVERSITY oF FLORIDA
GAINESYILLE, FLORIDA 32601
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"‘/' UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAINESVILLE, 326811

DEPARTMENT OF Z00OLOAY
223 BARTAAK HALL
FIa-382-1 007

13 April 1979

Mr. George Balazs

Hawaill Institute of Marine Biology
F.0. Box 1345

Eaneoke, Hawaii 96744

Dear George:

I enclose a copy of the Orlando kempi "agreement," typed from a Xeroxed
copy of Leo:Brongerama's penscript original. As vou will see, neither Anne
4% m¥ representative, nor Perrvan Ross signed the paper at the meeting, and
I have not signed here subsequently — for various reasons involving my
gense of logic and my positionm vis=a=vis the 350 and CCC.

Meedless to say, I am not opposed to anvbody assembling and forever
maintaining a breeding stock of kempl -- providing it can be built up and
kept without bringing any sort of damage to the wild remnant of the species.
However, I don't see why a corporation is necessary to mount such an undertaking,
and I don't have the slightest confidence that such a stock would ever be of
usé in rehabilitating the species.

I sympathize with the urge to keep a pen of ridleys. As a matter of fact,
two years ago, I told a member of the Orlando gathering about an aimless
compulzion of my owm to get some ridleys and keep them somewhere, more or
legs as the last passenger pigeon was kept in the St. Louls Zoo till she
died of old age. That whimsy may have been the begimning of the present
exercise,

My reasons for not putting my name on the present agreement are that T
see no point in signing a document that would hawve legal power if any
litigation affecting turtle farming should arise; or in my joining in a
move that would inevitably spread the ethereal hope that the ridley
could be restored from captive sources. If T had faith in the possibility
of replacing the lost matural population of kempi with pen reared turtles
1 might possibly try to suppress other misgivings and sign the paper; but
I zimply don't have that faith. You know the weakness of the head-starting
rationale as well ag I. Restocking from captive stock is merely a self-
sustalolng excercise in head-starting.

I'1l be interasted in hearing your resction to all this.

Sincerely vours,

Graduate Besearch Professor

EQUaL EMPLOYHMENT OFFORTURITY/AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPFLOYER



UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAINESYILLE, 32611

HEFPARTMENT OF ZOCLOGY
Zz3 BARTRAM HALL
BRE-33E-1 107

13 April 1979

Mr. George Balagzs

Hawaiil Institute of Marine Biology
F.0. Box 1346

Kaneoke, Hawaii 96744

Dear George:

I enclose a copy of the Orlando kempl "agreement," typed from a Xeroxed
copy of Leo-Brongersma's penscript original. As vou will see, neither Anne
as my representative, nor Perran Boss signed the paper at the meeting, and
I have not signed here subsequently -—— for various reasons involving my
senge of logic and my position vis-a—vils the S5C and CCC.

Heedless to say, I am not opposed to anybody zssembling and forever
maintaining a breeding stock of kempi -- providing it can be built up and
kept without bringing any sort of desmage to the wild remnant of the species.
However, I don't see why a corporation is necessary te mount such an undertaking,
and T don't have the slightest confidence that such a stock would ever be of
use in rehabilitating the species.

I gympathize with the urge to keep a pen of ridlevs. As a matter of fact,
two years ago, I told a member of the Orlando gathering about an aimless
compulsion of my own to get some ridlevs and keep them somewhere, more or
less as the last passenger pigecon was kept in the St. Louis Zoo till she
died of old age. That whimsy may have been the beginning of the present
eXercise,

My reasons for not putting my name on the present agreement are that I
see no point in signing a document that would have legal power if any
litigation affecting turtle farming should arise; or in my joining in a
move that would inevitably spread the ethereal hope that the ridley
could be restored from captive sources. If I had faith in the possibility
of replacing the lost natural population of kempi with pen reared turtles
I might possibly try to suppress other misgivings and sign the paper; but
I simply don't have that faith. You know the weakness of the head-starting
rationale ag well as I. Eestocking from captive stock is merely a self-
sustaining excercise in head-starting.

I'11 be interested in hearing your reaction to all this.

Zincerely vours,

. xrchla Ea;*rﬂ__"

Graduate Resesrch Professor

EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OFPORTUNITY /AFFIRMATIVE ACTICON EMPALSYER



STATEMENT OF INTENT

To whom it may concern:
Recognizing the vital importance of the current and ongolng efforts
by the Departamento de Pesca, Mexico, to restore and perpetuate the only

known breeding colony of the endangered Kemp's Ridley Turtle (Lepidochelys

EEEEi_[Garman]} and motivated by the desire to assist this laudable effort
in every possible way, acknowledging the essential approval and cooperation
of Mexico, we are agreed that it appears desirable at this tima to estab-
lish a captive breeding colony of Kemp's Ridley Turtle to ensure preserva-
tion of this genetic entity, If efforts to preserve the species In the wild
should fafl. Also the establishment of this captive colony should In no
way lessen the vigour of the efforts to preserve the species in the wild,

We are agreed that Cayman Turtle Farm Ltd, facillities with [ts existing
scientific and technical personnel appear to offer the best prospects at
this time, for the housing of this captive colony,

We are agreed that this colony should not be drawn from the Mexican
adult turtles, but that this stock should be derived from exlsting aguarium
specimens, accidentally caught Individuals, andfor individuals .from the 1978
hatch currently in the hands ©f the U.5. Mational Marine Fisheries Service.

We are agreed that the management of the captive colony should be
guided by a non-prefit corporation dedicated to the propagation of the
species, which shall establish overall policies for the colony in accordance

with technical advice by the scientific director of Cayman Turtle Farm Ltd,



This corporation shall be managed by a board of directors, which shall as

a minimum include the Chief of the Maclonal Sea Turtle Project of the Mexican
Instituto Nacional de Pesca, Mexico, as an ex-officio member, as wall as
representatives of major non-governmental conservation organizaticns. It is
considered important that the corporation shall have the endorsement of the
bodies represented by the individual directors. The number of individual
Ridleys kept by Cayman Turtle Farm Ltd. shall be mutually agreed upon by
Cayman Turtle Farm Ltd. and the board of directors, This stock will be held
In trust for the corporation only for propagation of the species. The sole
intent of the signatories of this agreement, the proposed corporation, and
its described activities is the safeguarding and augmentation of the specles
In its natural, wild state and no animals shall be disposed of for any other
ultimate purposes.

We are agreed that the services provided for this purpose by Cayman
Turtle Farm Ltd. shall not be utilized for promotional purposaes, but that
open channels of communlcation with all concerned scientists shall be majin-
tained,

We are agreed that the costs of maintaining the initial captive stock
for at least the first year of operation shall be arranged by Cayman Turtle
Farm Ltd., and that subsequently, when the incremental costs of housing and
malntalning those animals have been determined, discussions will be entered
into for subsequent funding.

The actual investigations of the mechanics of this agreement shall be
pursued by Prof. L. D. Brongersma, London, and Dr, P, C. H. Pritchard, Oviedo,
Florida.

Orlando, Florida, U.5.,A., April 7, 1979.



Signers:

Prof. L. D. Brongersma
Dr., P. C. H. Pritchard
Prof. L. Ehrhart

Prof. N. Hrosovsky

Dr. J. Mittag

Or. R. Marguez Hillan

Or. G. H. Hughes
Ross Witham
Praf, J. R. Hendrickson

Or. J. R. Wood

Herr Dr. Hittag (cannot read inltial)
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16 April 1979
Mr. George H. Balazs :fl !
Hawall Institute of Marine Biology .
University of Hawali at Manaa 11 W

P.0. Box 1346

Coconut Island, Kanaeohe B A

Hawal i 96 Thi
Dear George: |

| penned the enclosed in 5an Jose last wealk,

and then couldn't buy stamps because it was Semana 2 E < /J'J'é"""“‘ﬁ

Santa, ete.

Best regards, e, : “"‘E"f
Sincerely yours, % e o PO S

o P H’Ff"—-x
‘E:E?ézﬂﬁ'—\. ‘“?'E.'-"—J-J-q

Graduate Research Professor -”-‘.e-r-.-e_aj?
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UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAINESVILLE, 32611

DEPARTMENT GF I0DLOOY
221 BRATRAM HALL

504-352-1 107 25 April 18979

Dr. Pierre Hunkeler
World Wildlife Fund
[UCH
1110 Morges
Switzerland
Dear Dr. Hunkeler:

| have read the preliminary report on work on Mediterranean sea turtles
done by Dr. Argano with WWF support. While Dr. Arganc's actual contacts
with turtles In the Mediterranean have been meagre, he has very wisely tzken
advantage of a careful systematic interview plan to piece out his under-
standing of the fauna. Interviews are not easy to use effectively, but
Argano recognizes the pitfalls and his results provided considerable Insight
into a formerly very muddled situation. In any case | personally think |
“nowW more about the status of marine turtles In the Maditerranean than |
did before. It seems to me that so far Or. Argano has made good use of
the support recelved.

Sincerely yours,
R O

Archie Carr
Graduate Research Professor

co:  George Balazs
Sir Peter Scott

ACET jw
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EAEHII'H'II’.L.E.‘ 32611

DERAATMENT OF ZOOLOGY
ZE3 BARTRAM HALL
FOE-39E-1 107

May 8, 1979

Mr. George H. Balazs
Asglstant Marine Biologist
University of Hawaii at Manoa
P.0. Box 1346
Kaneohe, HI = 96744
Dear George:

Thanks for the additiomal briefing on prospects for the WNew Caledonis
Workshop.

I was sorry to see Wicholas's reaction to your proposal to distribute
survival ridley stock widely among existing squarium facilitfes. I want
to try to keep Nick happy and active, but in this case I'"1l have to say I

think your scheme deserves at least equal Newsletter coverage to that gilven

the Mittag scheme, I can't see any possible justification for discrimination.

Can you?
Sincerely yours,
i
p/_‘d"'h 'L—"g‘—'—‘h
Archie Carr
Graduate Besesarch Professg
AC/1iw

cet Wayne Eing

COUAL EMPLOYMENT GPPORATUNITY /AFFIAMATIVE ACTION EMPLOGYER



UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAINESVILLE, 32611

DEPARTMENT OF ZODLIOGY
23 PARTRAM HALL

H04-282-1107 17 May 1979
Mr. George Balazs
Hawaii Institute of Harine Biology
P.0. Box 13k
Kaneohe, Hl 9674
Dear George:

This is to tell you, belatedly as always, that we are in completa
agreement as to the desirability of our producing some kind of sea turtle
brochure telling of their nature and survival cutiook, The Hawali brochure
is a good madel,

Will you once again provide me with a full roster of the sea turtle
group as you would 1lke to see it re-formed? | am ready to submit a panel
to Wayne and Peter Scott, but want to be completely sure that you and |
are seeing eye-to-eye In the final version.

Zug seems to be badly irked by some sea turtle stimulus. | can't
ldentify his trouble, but | don't intend to try.

Best regards.

Sincerely yours,

irchfe. Carr

Graduate Research Professor
AC/T jw
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UNIVERSITY CIFIFLDHII:IA
GAINESVILLE, 326811

CEPARTHENT OF Z00LAGY
223 MARTHEAM HALL

H04-38 21 10T June 27, 1979

Pr. Josa L. ¥illa
Head, Department Marine Biology & Oceanography
Charles Darwin Research Station

Casilla 58-39
Guayaquil, Ecuador
S,

Estimado doctor:

| am pleased to hear that the plans for Blel. Mario Hurtade's visit to
our 5tation at Tortuguerc are still Tn effect. As | have said, we will be
glad to reimburse him for any travel expenses in Costa Rica, and gquarters
and meals at the camp will be provided. We are convinced that providing
field exparience for people who are likely to move Into programs of sea
turtle research and conservation Tn their own countries is a useful funection
of our Tortuguerc project. Because of limited space and logistic facilities
wWe have not been able to do as much of this as we would have liked, but the
five people who have come to the camp from other countries have all subse-
quently moved into responsible positions at home. Your belief that Biol.
Hurtade will probably do the same Ts reassuring, and |I'm confident that he
will find his stay at the camp, despite the rough accomodations and hard
work, to be useful later on.

| suggest that on reaching San Jose in August, Blol. Hurtado go to Tala
Inn (Calle 11, Av. 7 ¥ 9, telephone 21-08-52). The proprietor of this is
Alan Huper, who is a friend of ocursand very helpful., Another important
contact in San Jose is Sr. Guillermo Cruz B.: telephone: (home) 25-22-06,
{office) 25-23-33. He can notify the Tortuguero turtle camp of Hurtado's
arrival. Also, it is possible to telephone Alvin Bryan (tel. 011-506-71-81-44),
a friend at whose house the only phone in the village of Tortuguero is located.
Alvin can send word up to the Station, which is 2 miles away.

To traval to Tortuguero from San Jose, the best plan s to go by Puerto
Limon, which can be reached by bus, train, or 45-minute commercial flights
that leave twice dally. |If a night is to be passed in Limon, a hotel
reservation should be made by telephone from San Jose. The Miami Hotel or
Hotel Caribe are conweniently located. From Limon to Tortuguero there are
regular flights by small planes. A reservation for the itinerario flight
should be booked In advance, from San Jose,

Let me repeat how pleased we are at the prospect of Blol. Hurtado's
visit, If there are questions in your mind, please let me know.

Sincerely yours,

Archle Carr
Graduate Research Professor

ACST juw
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£/ UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAINESYILLE, 32611

DEFPARTMENT OF ZOOLOGY
221 BARTRAM HALL
$04-382-1 107

July 5, 1979

Mr. George Balazs

Hawail Instlitute of Marine Blology
University of Hawall at Manoa

P.0. Box 1346

Kanaeohe, Hawall 96744

Dear George:

This is a belated reaction to your last letter concerning the urgent
need to congeal a new turtle group. | appreciate the need, but there was
doubt in my mind about a couple of names on your trial 1ist. | am In favor

of a bigger group than the Toronto gathering represented, and | accept the
idea of using a shifting set of criteria In selecting people (i.e., one
because he's a good turtle bioclogist, another because he represents a good
turtle regleon, and so on). On the other hand we've got to keep out dead
wood, professional wranglers, and vested commercial interests 1F we want
to get anything done.

““Would you consider Dr. John Parmenter, Instead of Kowarsky as an
Australian representative? Perran thinks Parmenter is way shead, Do you
know what Limpus's opinlon would be?

= Perran says the position of Barwanl In Oman politics is weakening, and
that since his position was his chief recommendation we ought to drop him
from conslderation.

We are bound to hear some complaining about Carr graduate students
being so prevalent; but that doesn't bother me so long as it doesn't Impair
the functioning of the group. Maybe the steering committee selection will
placate critics. Incidentally, | want to follow Wayne King's suagestion
that | appeoint an assistant to help me keep day-to-day group affairs and
communication going. Anne Meylan [s my Research Assistant and, though
well occupled with her own research, she could probably spare the time to
provide the discipline necessary to keep me In creative touch with you and
the rest of the turtle world., So please consider naming Anne to the
unsalaried Group post of Agenda Officer, subject to the approval of Peter
Jcott and Wayne. :

| can’t glve you data on weights of raw turtle skins but Anne just
weighed a complete set of tanned 0live ridley skin pieces, and they seem
to weigh 24k grams.

i

FIL
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Mr. George Balazs
July 5, 1979
Page 2

Did | answer your note asking If | am
The answer (s yes,

interested in satellite tracking?
I've been trying to work up such a spree since Nimbus B.
| was actually aboard that one, but couldn't get the platform ready., So if

| could help in any such work out there | would gladly partici
invited.

pate 1f

| hope we'll be talking this over before long.
Best regards.

Sincerely yours,

r

Graduate Research Profassor
AC/ 1 Jw
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16 July 1979
Dr. J. A. Tosi

Centro Cientifico Tropical

Ppartado 8-3870

San Jose, Costa Rica

Dear Joe:

Thank you for your letter with the dismal news of the proposal to
move the seaward 1imits of Tortuguero National Park closer in toward
shore. This move will make it next to Impossible to prevent massive
exploitation and poaching. |t took us 17 years to persuade Nicaragua
to stop exporting green turtles and it is distressing to learn that
Costa Rica, for years a model of conservation conscience, has degraded
the protection provided for the West Caribbean green turtle in Its one
remaining place of reproduction at Tortuguero.

The Tortuguero nesting colony will not withstand exploitation.
Before the three Nicaraguan packing plants were closed three years ago,
extinction curves worked out by Karen Bjorndal from our Tortuguero data
showed that the population would be exhausted within 35 years. MNow that
export trade in Nicaragua has been stopped, If Costa Rica continues to
protect Tortuguerc it may be possible to stabilize the population. This
Is by no means certaln, because local demand is increasing rapidly.

One reason the Limon turtle fisherman are so anxious to come in

close to shore of f the nesting beach is that the turtles mate there.

When the pairs are courting or copulating It is easy te harpoon both

EGUAL EMPLOYMENT OFFORTUNITYSAFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYECR
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16 July 1979
Fage 2

sexes without a chase. Another reasen is that people can be put ashore
at night to turn turtles -at the nest, then buoy them with logs, and the
next morning release them In the surf to be easily caught by canoes
waiting offshore. So catching green turtles In the water off the nesting
beach is not very different frem turning them on shore. Reaction against
killing turtles on the breeding ground has spread all over the world. If
Costa Rica lets turtle boats operate close inshore Tt will be one of the
only remaining countries In the world that allows such violation.

The number of Costa Ricans who derive economic benefit from commerce
in turtles is very small. The statement, quoted In La Republica, that
5,000 “hogares" are involved is ridiculous., For Costa Rica to let this
noisy minority impair its reputation for enlightened concern for the
natural assets of the country Is incomprehensible.

One factor in the attack by the Limonenses on the Park Boundary Law
is that last year's nesting eolony was exceptionally large. There is no
possibility that the 1978 peak In nesting reflected a sudden increase In

the population. It was no doubt partly due to the closing of the three

Nicaraguan turtle-packing plants two years before. The Miskito Bank turtle

hunters harvest both adult turtles and sub-adults within two or three
years of maturity. Closing the packing plants must have increased the
nunber of migrants to the Tortuguero breeding ground one to three years

later. Moreover, much of the turtling for the Nicaraguan plants was done
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by setting nets In the "mud-set" area, where Miskito Bank green turtles en
route to Tortuguero pass in concentrations very near the coast, and where
they can easily be intercepted by nets,

A mare Important cause of the big 1978 season, however, was probably
Just the drastic, uwnexplained fluctuations that the nesting aggregation
undergoes. Tortuguero turtles never nest at any other locality, so a
slump in nesting cannot be attributed to a change in breeding grounds.

The fluctuation is probably somehow related to the diversity and shifts

of migratory periods of the individual females. MNo female nests every
year; lntervals between nestings are 2, 3 or 4 years, with 3 years
predominating. However, no female is locked Into a single period length:
she may change from a two-year interval to one of three years, and then
back again. 5o we are now inclined to attribute at least some of the
peculiar waxing and waning of the nesting population to coincident period=
shifts that Increase or decrease the expected nurber of arrivals in a
glven year. The West Caribbean green turtle populations based on Tortuguero
did not suddenly grow larger last year; and for Costa Rica to emasculate
its model turtle reqgulation because Limon fishermen saw a lot of turtles
last season seems very shortsighted.

The turtles that come to Tortuguero to nest usually stay there for
slx weeks or more, nesting on the average three times, at 12-day intervals.

Anne Meylan's research has shown that during the internesting periods, they
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move back and forth aleng the coast, rarely going far In either direction
or out to sea. Thus, throughout the season there is a concentration of
female turtles In this “internesting" habitat, and these have only partly
completed their season's reproduction., It is to get access to this habitat
that the turtle fishermen want the offshore hunting 1imit cut down from

12 miles to three miles,

Frior to 1977 when the turtling was legal to within 3 miles from shore
that 1imit was totally disregarded. Enforcement was Impossible, and the
boats regularly came in just beyond the brezkers and often speared turtles
that had just been tagged and released by workers of the Tortuguero green
turtle program. One of our research projects, designed to investigate
internesting ecology and departure courses, was repeatedly disrupted when
the turtle boats seized the tracking buoys and hauled In our experimental
turtles. This occurred regularly right in front of the research station,
with several of us watching helplessly on the beach. Thus, the proposed
reductlion of the protected zone will bhe tantamount to giving the harpoon
boats free access to the breeding colony. | know of no civilized country
in the world that knowingly tolerates such abuse.

The political pressure from the vociferous vested minority in Limon
ought to be weighed against the loss of prestige for Costa Rica around
the world. Only two months ago Costa Rica was host to the Second Conference

of the Parties to the Convenclon Sobre el Commercio Internacional de
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Especies Amenazadas de Fauna y Flora Silvestre. Costa Rica concurred in
listing the green turtle on Appendix | of this treaty, a designation that
prohibits all international trade In the species. At the Cuarta Reunion
Tecnica Scbre Animales Migratorias (Programa Regional de Desarrollo
Cientifica y Tecnologico) of the 0AS, a resolution was passed congratulating
Costa Rica for its exemplary stewardship of the Tortuguero nesting ground
of the green turtle.

This move to change the Park law was so surreptitious and unexpected
that it has taken us by complete surprise. BIlly Cruz, who has been away
in London for several weeks will find it quite hard to cope with the reverse.
Your interest is thus very welcome indeed. If you are willing to take an
active part in opposing this backward move, the Caribbean Conservation
Corporation will be most grateful and will provide any help it possibly
can. Billy Cruz is in a position to help with local publicity for any
counter maves you and ASCOMA can generate, If you, in Costa Rica, think
it will be helpful we can quickly set in motion through the IUCN an inter-
national campalgn of protest, In the form of letters to President Carrazo
from people Tn hilgh places around the world,

HMeapwhile, | am extremely glad vou are on the side of the turtles.

Sincerely yours,

“Technical Director

Caribbean Conservation Corporation
cc:  ASCONA

Billy Cruz
Wayne King
Colin Phipps
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August 20, 1979

Captain Jacques Cousteau
Cousteau Soclety

777 3rd Avenue

New York, W. Y. 10017

Dear Captain Cousteau:

We have heard that yvou may be on the verge of undertaking a film
about marine turtles, and would like to bring to your attention what
we feel to be one of the most eritical problems in sea turtle conserva-
tion today. The hawksbill turtle (Eretmochelys iwbricata) appears te
be second only to the Gulf ridley (Lepidochelys kempi) as a candidate
for imminent extinection. Although it has a circumtropical distribution,
all known populatiens are believed to be declining. As a result of its
tendency to nest diffusely throughout its range, hope to protect the
reproductive members of the population is dim. Historically and at
present the major drain on this species has not come from local sub-
gistence - the meat 1s not even considered edible in some regions - but
rather, from an irrepressible demand for tortoiseshell. The nunber of
hawkshills killed in 1977 is estimated at between 100,000-140,000 (Feport
of Traffic IUCN/S5C). The main sources are Indonesia, Thailand and the
Philippines, which provide over 60% of the world supply. Other major
sources are India, Bangladesh, Panama, Cuba, Wicaragua, Kenya and Tanzania.
Other exporting countries include all the Caribbean Islands, Fiji, Samoa,
the Seychelles and the Maldives. In addition to the trade in shell, the
market for stuffed juvenile turtles is estimated to be 24,000 turtles/yr.

The market is actually broader than the figures revesl. Ia nearly
every coastal town in the Caribbean the profits to be made from tortoise-
ghell are known to the people. Consequently, tortoiseshell originating
in countries that prohibit its sale is clandestinely funneled into open
markets.

Inporting countries often take comfort in the belief that the hawks-
bills from which the shell is taken would have been killed anyway for
loeal consumption. The fact is that the demand for shell is generating
its own market, and in so doing poses the most serious survival threat to
the species today. The price of hawksbill shell in some areas so far
exceeds that of the meat that many turtles are stripped of shell, amounting
to maybe &4 or 5 pounds, and then discarded. In Bocas del Toro, Panama,
shell sells for $25-40/1b, while meat eells for 40¢f1lb - if you can sell
it. 1In remote areas, the cost of petting the meat to market is sometimes
prohibitive.

-
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Although the traffic in shell brings some immediate income to
people in need of it, it is at the same time depriving them of a
resource on which they must depend, for many years to come, for
protein.

The tortoiseshell is, as you may know, used primarily for
decorative articles. In many places it has even become fashionable
to display polished whole turtles in one's house. The market appears
to have suffered only & slight setback from the introduction of
synthetic tortoiseshell, although the two are nearly indistinguishable.

If you should decide to make a film on marine turtles, we urge you
to take advantage of your access to millions of viewers, especially in
Japan, to draw attention to this senseless exploitation of the world's
hawksbill populations. If the tortoiseshell market in its present
dimensions 1z allowed to continue, there seems to be no hope that the

hawksbill will survive.

Silncerely,
rchie Carr
Chairman
IUCK Marine Turtle Group

Geoyze Balazs

uty Chairman

IUCH Marinme Turtle Group

ACSGE:8
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August 28, 1979

Mr. George Balazs

Hawali Institute of Marine Biology
P.0. Box 1346

Coconut Island

Kanecke, Hawail 96744

Dear George:
I'm sorry the Cousteau letter was mistakenly mailed to him., |f you approve
what it proposes, will you please sign the xerox copy and send It on, together

with my apologetic note? If vou object, explain your objections to him.

Please also peruse the enclosed ]1ist of members of the recrganized turtle
group. |If you have suggestions for changes please communicate them to Wayne,

who is going to Morges shortly, or to Peter Scott, or to both. I'm leaving

for Costa Rica for a week or so. | now have ne compunctions about the plethara
of Carr students on the list; and | think it would be simpleminded to exclude
them. Moreover, inasmuch as Anne Meylan will be taking care of most of the
detail of the Galnesville pole of the chai rmanship, | think her contribution
will merit designation by a formal role-name. | propose Agenda Officer. This

doesn't necessarily have to be a title In the sense of an officlial ssC
designation, but merely a committee term eolned to recognize Anne's otherwise
unrewarded function in the chairmanship role--the reward being simply an
additional term for future C.V.'e,

| don't know what the status of Nicholas' request for a co-chairmanship is:
| don't think, however, that we need to wait on that decislen to propose to him
that he continue the newsletter and remain a member of the Group, possibly as a
member of the steering committee.

| haven't heard anything from Noumea since our Honolulu meeting. Do you
know whether other communications have gone out? Do you know, also, whether
prepaid tickets will be sent to you and me, as consultants?

| heard from Wayne today that you may Join Peter, David Ehrenfeld and me
at Suarez's soiree in Qaxaca. 1 hope you do--it will be an apocalyptic encounter
if both you and David are there,

Best regards.

Sincerely yours,

archie Carr

Graduate Research Professor

AC:1jw
enclosures
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September 7, 1979

Dr. George Hughes

Hatal Parks, Game & Fish Preservation Board
P.0. Box 662

Pietermaritzburg 3200

South Africa

Dear George:
Many thanks for your letter.

| have just turned over to Wayne King the recommendations that George
and | are making for the composition of the new Turtle Group. Wayne will
take them to Morges Monday, and | have no doubt that they will be approved.

Most assuredly you are listed as a full member. Your convictions
about turtle farming don't alter your status in any way--at least they
don't in my and Wayne's opinion. George may have relevant chservations
to make. If so you will hear from him directly.

| will say | don't envy you the prospect of ITnvelvement In an exercise
which, because of the prevalent spreading opposition to world trade in
endangered or vulnerable species, is bound to find itself repeatedly, and
even in some cases perhaps undeservedly, a whipping boy. I've tried to
reduce my own unshakable antipathy to its essence. It seems to be just
that any such enterprise Ts bound te lust after international outlets,
and at the same time Is, In my judgment, bound to rem&in unable to satisfy
potential demand. This situation generates intractable poaching, and
smuggling. So | am sorry to see you get into such enterprises, because |
have regard for you and don't think you will enjoy what you learn and
experience. However, as a member of the Turtle Group you would be a
treasure house of insight into the kinds of turtle problems that your
farme will foment, and so will Improve our Judgment and understanding. |
should add that your farmers will very likely plague you to wheedle the
Group into endorsements of their undertakings. To unburden thelir minds
of that rosy possibility should of course be high on your initial agenda.

Anne is in Tanzania visiting her husband, who is digging fossi]
tortoises with Mrs. Leakey. 5he was saddened by the Idea of being on the
DPark Continent and not being able to wisit you; but even on a map you
seemed a long way from Tanzania. Jeanne Mortimer Is In Tanzania, too, on
a completely separate excursion--a tour being lead by a friend of hers, a
graduate student from Botany here. | doubt that she will get te Durban also.

Meanwhile, unless George is distressed over your venture, you are a
full and highly respected member of the reformed Group.

Sincerely yours,

dﬂif%t;?iﬂég:?JE*‘“ﬁnﬁ
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Camara de Industrias de Costa Rica
Apartado Fostal 10.003

San Joseé, Costa Rica

August 23, 1979

Sedor

Lic. Rodrigo Carazo Odio
Presidente de la Republica
Casa Presidencial

S I,

Distinguido sefor Presidente:

The Chamber of Industry of Costa Rica, by virtue of an accord in its
executive committee, under the prercgatives provided by the political
Constitution in its Article 140, very respectfully requests herein that you
be so kind as to consider the possibility of denying your sanction for Bill
No. 8267, which seeks to reform Article 8 of the Law Creating the Tortuguero
National Park, Wo. 5680, 3 November 1975. Our petition is based on the
principle of defense of our natural patrimony, which invelves not only
ecientific values but also standards of national prestige which our position

ag g civilized country imposes.

Qur organization has reached this decision, Mr. President, after being
made aware of selentific facte attested to by world authorities in this field
and furnished to us by the Caribbean Conservation Corporation. These leave
no room for doubt that the authorization sought in this bill-—namely that
catehing turtles be permitted within the zone of three miles out from the
Tortuguero breeding ground--would in a very short while result in the
extirpation of this species from Costa Rican waters. Realizing that these
facts hawve been made known to you, and appreciating your extreme awarensss
of and concern for the protection of our natural resources, we have the hope
that the petition we now make to you will be favorably received.

This optimism is reinforced by the fact that the benefit promised by the
bill for a small number of fishermen in the zone of Limon is ephemeral and
inconsequential and would be of very short duration and could in no way justify
the danger to our heritage or the grave deterioration and impairment of the
prestige of Costa Rica in internaticnal scientific circles as a eivilized
nation which treasures its biological resources. Also cne cannot ignore the
negative impact threatened for the tourist industry if it should be deprived

af our natural aesthetic respurces.

We sincerely believe it to be consonant with the policy of augmenting the
expleitation of marine resources that your government proposes, to conceive a
program which replaces and augments, on a stable basis of real benefit to Costa
Rica, the aid proposed for this emall group of Limon fishermen, who clearly
merit the concern of the government and of their compatriots.

Thanking you in advance for your gracious attention to this petition, it
is a pleasure to renew to the President of the Republic assurances of our

highest consideratiom and respect,
Chamber of Industry of Costa Rica

Francisco Teran Valls
Secreta Ly
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September 12, 1973
Mr. Marinos Yeroulanos
Permanent Secretary
Ministry of Coordination
Mational Council for Physical
Planning and the Environment
Flatia Syntagmatos
Athens
GREECE
Dear Hr. Yeroulanos:
Dr. Maarten Bijleveld has sent me a copy of your letter asking advice
in developing a program of protection for sea turtles in Greek waters, together
with his reply. All four of the moves that you vourself propose are relevant
and necessary. The most fundamental of the four [s the last listed--reconnalssance
surveys and population estimates to reveal the specles, developmental stages and
presence or absence of breeding colenies In Greece. The infermation that such
surveys would provide is essential grounding for any other moves to conserve
the existing remnant of the marine turtle fauna of Greece. | strongly recommend
2 careful and systematic field study of this kind and hope that it can be under-

taken in the near future.

Sincerely yours,

‘Hrchie Carr

Graduate Research Professor
Chairman, IUCH/SSC Marine Turtle Group

AC/1 Jw
cc: Maarten Bijleveld
George Balazs

F. Wayne King
beter Scott
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September 12, 1979
From: Archie Carr

To: Colleagues

| am happy to report that President Rodrigo Carazo of Costa Rica has
just vetoed the bill that would have so reduced the dimensions of Tortuguerc
National Park that the unique nesting colony of Chelonia there could not
have been protected from exploitative abuse. In making this constructive
reversal of a disastrous Congressional Act the President was responding to
a wave of International letters and cables and to extracrdinary widespread
support mobllized In Costa Rica by ASCONA, Dr. Joe Tosl, of Centro Cientifico,
and by Sr. Guillermo Cruz Bolafos representing the Caribbean Conservation
Corporation. The attached letter to Dr. Tosi gives background for under-
standing the significance of this courageous decision that President Carazo

has made. r
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September 18, 1979

BiSlogo Gabriel Quesada
Apartado 8-3790

ASCONA

San José

COSTA REICA

Estimado Bidlogo Quesada:

I want to congratnlate you and the membership of ASCONA for your
important role im bringing about a presidential vete of the unfortunate
and irratiomal proposal to reduce the boundaries of Tertuguero Hational
Park in order to facilitate poaching of the merine turtle colony that
nagts there. As a result of your work Costa Rica has, &3 so many times
in the past, taken an enlightened course and shown her determinatiom to
resist the cynical destruction of her natural assets. People of like
mind all over the world will be gratified by this turn of events, and
Costa Ricans of times to come will be grateful for your part in bringing
it about. Meanwhile, I offer you my own heartfelt felicitations, and
the appreciation of the Marine Turtle Group, International Unien for

the Conservation of WNature, and of the Caribbean Conservation Corporation.

Sincerely wyours,

AE::I- ie Carr &Mﬁ

Chairman, Marine Turtle Group/IUCH
Technical Director, Caribbean
Conservation Corporation

ACS1§w
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October 2, 1979

Sr. Antonlo Sudrez G.

Pesquerfa Industrial de Daxaca, S5.A.
Etzatlan 28 (Col. Maza)

Mexico 2, D.F.

Dear Antonio:

| want to thank you for making possible our recent visit there, and
for the frank and open way in which you discussed your enterprise and
showed us your plant. | went down to Daxaca expecting to consert with
the devil incarnate, but instead we were graciously entertained by an
unbelievably attentive host. There were times when | suspected that you
were purposefully entertaining us to the point of stupefaction just te
soften us up:; but | finally realized that you yourself probably live at
that pace all the time.

Heedless to repeat, | don't agree with some of your convictions,
especially your faith in your ability to detect population decline in
time to avert the dissolution of the morri¥a. In fact, | honestly doubt
that there will be morridas at Escobilla by the 1990's.

But | am sure everybody is grateful for the exciting and enlightening
visit that you arranged for us--down at the coast, In Oaxaca Clity, and in
your beautiful home in Mexico City. The chief regret | brought away was
not having had a tape recorder when you related the mind-shattering story
of the wedding ceremony and dance going blithely ahead in the reamehiie
while a just-murdered corpse reclined in the rain, en 10ma poptura muy
extratia. |'ve got to hear that story again some day. Meanwhile, please
thank Mrs. Suarez for our delightful last evening in Mexico, and tell your
daughter | was very sorry not to have had the opportunity of meeting her--
and of begging her help in persuading you to ease up on the golfina.

With regards and gratitude,

Sincerely yours,

Graduate Research Professor

ACS! jw
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Encounter at Escobilla

During the last week of September twelve people convened at Puerte Angel,
Oaxaca, Mexico, where PIOSA' (Pesqueria Industrial de Daxaca, S.A.), the company
knewn for its massive harvesting of the golfina (olive ridley; Lepidochelys
olivacea), has its slaughterhouse and packing plant, and a small laboratery
building.

Fuerto Angel 1s a half-hour jeep drive from Escobilla, the site of a huge
nesting aggregation or arribads, known locally as morrina, of Lepidochelys,
and a place made known to the world as the scene of intemperate exploitation
by Tim Cahill in a sensational article in Outside Magasine.

The group assembled at the invitation of Sr. Antonio Suvarez G., founder
and owner of PIOSA. His motive was to establish communication with serious

opponents of his exploitation of sea turtles, especially the golfina.

The group comprised the following: George Balazs, Archie Carr, Tim
Clabaugh, Kim Cliffton, David Ehrenfeld, Richard Felger, Angie McGehee, Carlos
Nagel, Peter Pritchard, CGeorgita Ruiz, Laura Tangley, and Jack Woody. All the
participants paid thelir own travel expenses to Mexico City. From there on they
were the guests of FIOSA, and all activities were arranged and attended by Sr.

Suarez and his assistant Sr. Alfredo Martinez. The schedule was as fallows:

25 Sept., "79 (1) Arrival of participants in Mexico City
Tues. P.M. (2) Showing of mevie on industrialization of Mexican sea
turtles
(3) Dinner in Mexico City

26 Sept. '79 (1) Trawel te Oaxaca and Puerto Angel
Wed. (2) Visit to Escobilla Eeach
(3) Visit to PIOSA laboratory
(4) Visit to PIOSA slaughterhouse

27 Bept. '70 (1) Boat trip along ceastline off Escobilla, where
Thurs. thousands of ridleys were strang out for 8 km in
a longshore morrifa
(2) Historical sketch by Sr. Suirez
(3) Arrival of editors of magazine DIMAC
(4) HNWight trip to Escobilla teo watch for morrifs emergence.
which failed to materialire; only six turtles nested

28 Sept. '79 {1) Return by some participants to research facility and
Fri. slaughterhouse
(2} Departure DUMAC editors
{3) Meetings with Sr. Svarez



29 Sept. '79 (1} Return to Oaxaca
Sak. (2) Retorn to Mexico City
(3} Dinner at Suarez residence

30 Sept. 19 (1) Dispersal of participants
Sun.

After many hours of meetings with and witheut Sr. Suarez in attendance, the
participants expressed continuing doubt that the sea turtles of Mexico can with-
stand the current level of harvest. It was clear that 5r. Sudrez believed
otherwise, but it was hoped that this disagreement would not bar further
digcussion. A final meeting was held to see whecther any principles could be
agreed on. The points on which agreement seemed possible, together with Sr.
Suirez's reaction to each, were as follows:

(1} A conference to instigate conservation of L. olivacea in an integrated
way in the East Pacific was proposed. This would involve the principal countries
with large ridley populations——Mexico, Costa Rica, and Ecuador.

Suarez: Apreed.

(2} The need to maintain an outside observer in future seasons at Puerto
sngel and Escobilla was pointed out; and gratitude was expressed for the PIOSA
money that supported Tim Clabaugh's work in that role during the past season.
Future funding should be nepotiated.

Suarez: Agreed.

{3) The need for careful study of migratory patterns of the East Pacifiec
ridley, as grounding for conservatlon and management, was emphasized, and a
substantial tagging program in Ecuader was recommended.

Guarez: Agreed

(4) Re beach patrols—in spite of the policy of total protection, enforce-
ment by PESCA (Instituto Wacional de Pesca) had become lax and in some cases the
marines assigned to the work had not been effective. It was hoped that Sr. Suarez
would use his influence to improwve the situation.

Suarez: I don't know what the status of protection is now--I"1ll explore it
further. We are paying $1000 per month for each group of marines--we want them
to be effective. It is diffieult to stop all illegal commerce--but, really, I

feal that this is not heavy in Oaxaca.



{(5) It was suggested that in the absence of a reliable population model,
apother technique to monftor population status--censusing nesting turtles
annually--should be used, As a temporary rule-of-thumb, if the morritia of a
given year is 20 per cent down, a moratorium should be declared; if it is ten
per cent down, the harvest would be reduced by 50 per cent.

Suarez: Because of socio-economic and political factors such a process
must come about gradually. I table the preopesition, although 1 agree that any
reduction would indeed by a cause for concern. Probably, if we should experilence

a clearly serious decline we would try to establish a moratorium, and to continue

it vncil TecoVETY.

{6y S5r. Suarez's support for a program of national beach reserves, with
formal protection of beaches and the coastal zone behind them, was requested.
tuarez: It's an old idea, and nothing has been done about it. We should

do it gradually, starting with the beaches only.

(7} It was pointed ogut that several jodint, informal U.5.-Mexican sea turtle
projects are afeoot, and Suvarez's support in formalizing and reinforcing these
was asked.

Suarez: This is official business, at government level. It is my personal

opinion, however, that if our relations here continue in a healthy way, such zan

advance is entirely possible.

Two featwvres of our four davs with Antonio Suﬁrez weTe especizlly impressive.
One was his unstinting hospitality. He is a man of vast energy. The round of
inspection and sight-seeing that he had organized was so continuously unflagging
that it seemed for a while that he was purposely wearing us down as adversaries.
Ag it turped out, however, this could hardly have been the case, because the

feverish schedule continued unabated after 21l the negotiations were over.

Another strong impression that we took away was that there was a curious
lack of window-dressing. Some tidying had been doneé, especially at the laboratory,
where, incidentally not much research seemed to be underway; and the slaughter
session arranged was a mere demonstration of technique, with little of the shock
power of the routine mass carpage. Otherwise, there was a surprising lack of
effort to conceal the more unhappy aspects of an operation im which turtles are
caught, landed, hauled, killed and dismembered by the tens of thousands.

The meet ings at Puerto Angel weye briefly attended by two members of the

editorial scalf of the Mexican magazine DUMIC, the bimanthly publication of Ducks



Unlimited, in which a translatfon of Tim Cahill's "The Shame ef Fseebilla had
just appeared. Antonio Suarez had invited the editors down from Monterrey on the
grounds that, even though Pucks Unlimited is mainly cencerned with game birds,
its membership ie made wup of ptnsﬁnrnuﬁ* leisured people who are stronpgly opposed
to environmental loss in Mexico. An article on the Puerto Angel meerings will
appear in the next issue of DUMAC. What its tone will be remains to be seen.
Certainly DUMAC subscribes to the sustained-harvest concept, which constituted
the main bone of contention between PIOSA and its conceptual adversaries at the
meeting. However, the sincerity of Sr. Suarez's belief that DUMAC is the most

substantial hope for conservation in Mexico cannot be doubted.

Besides the hours of group discussicns, I had protracted private conversations
with our host. During these T told him of my view that the controlling issue was
not whether he may be returning significant numbers of hatchlings to the sea, in
his oviducal salvage program; but rather that, since the 1960's, when the olive
ridley became a theme for concern at meetings of the IUCN Marine Turtle Croup,
three and perhaps four arribadas of about the size of that at Escobilla had been
destroyed. His reply to that was that it was just that kind of lrresponsibility
that he was preventing, by his disciplined expleitation and management. Then 1
told him that I personally cpposed all international traffic in sea turtle
products, and that the rapid spread of a brand new turtle leather industry since
1967 is an example of the ills that such traffic generates. Sr. Suarez replied
that now it is precisely because of the growth of this profitable industry that
he has exerted his influence in stopping the heedless destruction of the resource
and in disciplining the fishery; and that if his two principles of operation:
erploftacion racienal,and industrialisaciin completa are adhered to, the fishery
can be stabilized and perpetuated. Otherwise, he said, effective management of

East Pacific ridleys would quickly disintegrate.

In a concluding statement at the last group session Sr. Suarez repeated a
remark that he had made several times before. Tt was this: "T will not go down
in the history of Daxaca as a person who has contributed te the decline of sea

turtles--this would be one of the worst inheritances that 1 could leave for my
daughter."
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November 12, 1979

Mr. R. Jenkins

Wildlife Officer

Australlan Matienal Parks &
Wildlife Service

FO Box 636

Canberra City

A.C.T.2601

Australia

Dear Mr. Jenkins:

In reply te your inquiry concerning the proposed importation of
turtle soup from farm-reared green turtles, | suggest that you request
an epinion from Mr. Peter Sand, Director General, CITES, 1110 Morges,
Switzerland. Actually the Information you seek 1s available in the
enclosed Federal Register excerpt prepared by the U.5. National Marlne
Fisheries Service, and Fish and Wildlife Service.

Your government faces a critical decision in this respect, and

| hope Tt will be glven the careful consideration it deserves.

Sincerely yours,

é:hia Carr

Chairman, Marine Turtle Specialist Group

ACS lw
Enclosure

EOUAL EMPLOYMENT SQFFOARTUNITY /FAFFIRMATIVE ACTION FENPLOYER
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Decembar 5, 1979

Mr. Ronald Chenssm
Instituto Nicaraguense da Reforms Agraria
Bluefields, Wicaragua

Dear Mr. Chensam:

Thank you very much for your latter of Hovember 8, with the thoughtful
comments on the outlook of the greenm turtle in Nicaragus, Obviously we
share thaet! interest snd concern here, because we have been studying the
same turtles at their place of reproduction, Tortuguero, Costa Rica, for 22
YRETE. hmmmhﬂiutimufnminmmwpﬂltimm-h.
As the encloged sheet will show, the breeding migrants fluctuate strongly
from yesar to year. If thera has been any detectable trend over the past 50
Years, it 18 a dowoward trend and our data can be used to show that prior
to the ban on export hunting in Hicaragua three years aso the population
was heading toward extinctiom within zbout 35 Years,

It is possible that in the future a strictly controlled exploitatiom
of Miakito Bank turtles may be practicsble, but this would have to be
regulated on a cooperative international agresmant such as that realized
at the San Jose Tripartite Conference of 1963, This produced an accord
approved by Coets Rica, Wlcaragus, and Panama, but never ratified by
Hicaragua. T am hoping that these negotiations can be revived and put
into effect,

Anything further that you can tell me about local belief in a Freeway
in the Sky, or about the migratory routes followed by Nicaraguan tursles
would be gratefully received.

Thank you again for vour letter,

Sincerely yours,

Arcide Carr
Craduate Research Professor
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January &, 1980

Sr. Jorge Pela

Jefe de Circulacion
Téenioa Pesquera
Ediciones Mundo Marino,
8.A. Illinois 57,

Ap, Postal MWo. 19-283
Col. Nipoles

MExico 18, D.F.

MEXTCO

Estimado Sr. Peda:

I enclose a small contribution for TEoniscs Fesquera, Through the
yeaés I have read your magazine with pleasure and profit, and have particularly
admired the art work on vour covers. However, a recent trend in editorial
poliey which seems to favor increased exploitation of Mexican sea turtles
bothers me. Turtle exploiters need no encouragement from Téonica Pesquery.
They are sufficiently motivated by the promise of profit. It seems to me
that the obligation of a publication as influentizl &8 yours is to provide
a balanced, realistic assessment of their actual and patential effect on a
unique, vulnerable and vastly depleted rescurce.

Such contempt of the conservation ethic as the enclosed seems to me
wnworthy of Téenieq Pesquerd, and in the long run harmful to sound
resource management in Mexico.

I sincerely hope that this article is not indicative of a fundamental

change in the editorial policy of your excellent publication,

Sincerely yours,

?Tﬂhi& GCarr :

Craduate Research Professor

encl.

ETUAL EMPLOYMEH T -l}.lF:-urtTUHrT-r..'J.rrlnun.'rn'-'[ ECTIONM FiaFE| myer




Por su zspecto anlidiluviana, por su
desamparo y parsimonia, por su vulners-
bilided como especie animal, la tortugs
mmarina atrae mucho la atencion de conser-
vacionistes y almas caritativas, mis preo-
eupados por los animales gue por las nece-
sidades del hombre en la tierra. Pero las
tortugas del Pacifico, especieimente la
Lepidochelys alfvscea o goifing, gbundan
guizd por millones de ejemplares y 5@ g3
pera que gracies a los 1rabejos de proted-
ciéin derivados del establecimiento de una
pesqueria racional, sumenlen on potos
afios sus poblaciones pars seguridsd de sU
especie, beneficio de los hombres, y tran-
guilidad de Tas buenas conciencias CONSEr:
vacionstas. . . (5

Teenica Peagquera, May, 1978, p.28



F-ﬁ;'FLhain'4|t'ﬁ.

Because of its antediluvian aspect and wild helplessness and its
vulnerability as an animal species, the marine turtle attracts
much attention from conservationists and bleeding hearts more
concerned about animals than for the necessities of man on earth.
But the turtles of the Pacific, especially Lepidochelys olivacea,
the golfina, abound by perhaps the millions. Tt is expected that,
thanks to the protective efforts of a rational fishery, they will
increase thelr populations in a few vears, thus insuring the
securlty of the species, the benefit of man, and the spiritual

tranquility of the plous conservationists.

Tecnica Pesguera
May, 1978 p.28
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Sir Peter Scott, Chafrman
Species Survival Commission, IUCN
Wildfowl Trust
8limbridge
Gloucester GLZ 7BT
England
Dear Peter:

A8 you may already know, there is good news to report regarding
the U.3. project to reduce the incidentai take of sea turtles in shrimp
trawls. You may recall that as a part of my report to the S5C at our
Gainesville meeting, Milton Kaufmann (organizational representative to
the S5C from Monitor Tnternatlional), told of the techaological break-
through in trawl-net modification that has been achieved by the National
Marine Fisherles Service, He reported that the net medification shows
great promise, not only to eliminate the incidental take of sea turtles,
but also to reduce the waste of other marine life through by-catch
mortality. In U.5. waters this by-catch may go as high as 1 billion
pounds annually. Since the time of the 55C meeting, intensive opEra=
tional testing of the turtle excluder device has continued., Results
of the testing supgest that net modification may virtually eliminate both
the incidental take of sea turtles and a large percentage of the by-catch
of other marine life.

I believe you will agree that it is important for the TUCN to
asslst in disseminating the new technology when the time to do so arrives,

This would be consistent with several of the recommended actions in the

“"Action Plan for the Conservation of Sea Turtles." as follows:

TOCAL Bl | YT T SEEOE TUMITY L F i mArd T o s Wi deds e s i



Sir Peter Scott
Januwary 23, 1581

meeting has been zent.

Action No. 119: "Encourage international and
national fisheries commissions to promulgate regulations
requiring the use of gear which precludes the capture
of sea turtles and mandating the closure of areas and

seasons as appropriate to protect these marine reptiles.”

Action Wo. 120: "The U,S, National Marine Fisheries
Service and U.8. shrimp iIndustry should be commended and
encouraged to accelerate thelr development of a shrimp
trawl that precludes the capture of mea turtles, and UNEP
and FAQ should make this fishing technique available to
world fishing fleets, and states should require the use
of the excluder nets In areas or seasons necessary to

provide adequate sea turtle protection in a specific area."

Actiom No. 121: "“Encourage the U.8. National Marine
Figheries Service and the U.S. shrimp industry to expand
résearch on trawling gear that precludes capture of sea
turtles to include types of trawls other tham just those
presently belng investipgated. This will increasze the
acceptebility of the new trawls by fleets using other

types of gear."

I don"t know whether the draft of an IUCH letter ta the President of

the United States that was proposed by Milton Kaufmann at the Gainesville

In an¥ case, however, I hope wou will consider

sending President Reagan a letter based on the enclosed draft as soon as




Sir Peter Scott
January 23, 1981
Page 3

roseible. Milton Kaufmann joins me 1n this recomzendation,

With best wishes,

A &

p Ay
chie Carr, Chairman
Marine Turtle Specialist Croup

i
o



Presldent Romald Reagan
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Daar Mr. President:

The International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Hatural
RBesources extends its congratulations on your clection to the Presidency,
We wish you and your Administration well, snd look forsard to continuing
to work with your Agencies, which are valued members of the TUCH. HMean-
while we are deeply grateful for the support that the United Btates has
provided ever since the IUCN was founded.

If I may address a speeific preblem of species survival, I would
11ike to commend the U.8, for its current efforts and plans to reduce the
mortality of endangered and threatened sea turtles that results from
incidental take in the trawl nets of ehrimp fishermen in the scutheastern
U.5. Recent tachnological advances in trawl-net design by your NOAA gear
specialists give promise of eliminating deaths of szea turtles from this
cauge, It is hoped that where mortality has been high 1.5, shrimp
trawlers will be required to use the excluder modification by the time
the brown shrimp season starts this spring. In 1920 over 2,000 sea
turtles washed up dead on the southeastern U.S. coast, Further, it is
¢stimated by your NOAA scientiste that 1 billion pounds of marine 1{fe
may die each year In the shrimp trawl nets and are thrown back inte the
sea. lUse of the excluder device by all U.5. shrimp boats would go far
towards eliminating this unnecessary and wasteful damage to important
marine ecosystems.

As the efficacy of the excluder gear is proved, by successful wide
use, the IUCK would be pleased to work with the U.S. Government, UNEP and

the FAD to Insure the expaditious global technology transfer of this




President Ronald Reagan
Page 2

significant U.S. development. Use of this gear modification by all the
trawl fisheries of the world, where appropriate, would be an important
step towards saving endangered and threatened species of turtles, as well
as eliminating by-catch not used for food.

¥e alsg solicit the active support of the U.5. Government in
implementing the "Sea Turtle Conservatiom Strategy,” developed on
principles enunciated at the World Conference on Sea Turtle Conservation,

held at the Btate Department November 26-30, 1979, in Washington, D.C.

Sincerely yours,
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PEa-392-1 07 February 11, 1381
Dr. Lucas Chin
Curator, Saraswak Muzfum
25232 Pelabat Muzium
24231 Penyelenggara
MU/523/0/ (39)
Sarawak, Malaysia
Dear Dr. Chin:

We are all disturbed to hear of the decline, and the continued
overexploitation, of the Sarawak egg beaches. Apparently, two
problems badly need attention there: the drain imposed by the egg
commerce: and the almost complete lack of information about factors
affecting the turtles on thelr unknown feeding grounds. | hope that
you will be able to get support, moral and fiscal, In a strong effort
to solve these problems. Please let me know if there are ways in
which we can help.

| enclose some information on the status of the turtle expeller

that should be of Tnterest.

Sincerely yours,

ir:hfc Cary Q'J.-R

Chalrman, Marine Turtle Specialist
Group, I|UCH

AC/ 1 Jw

encl.
cc: George Balazs
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To: Marine Turtle Specialist Group Members
From: Archie Carr, Chalrman

Re: Reqguest for comments on draft sheet for IUCN Red Data Book account of
Lepidochelye kempi.

The enclosed preliminary account was sent here by Dr. Brian Groombridge, of

the Species Conservation Monitoring Unit, with a request for erlticism and
suggestions by members of the Marine Turtle Group. This Is an Important

and difflcult assignment that Brian has been given, and | hope you will examine
the material carefully, and suggest any changes that vou conslider necessary or
helpful. Your comments can be made directly on the text. Because there s an
early deadline for publication of the volume we are hoping that your comments
will reach our Gainesville office within 2-3 weeks of recelpt for incorporation

in the critiqua.

Brian will be sending the data sheets for the other species in the near future,

and these will also go to you for review,



