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Fabruary 16, 1978

Mr. Homar O. Porter, Head
Biosciences Department
Naval Ocean Systems Center
8an Diego, CA 92152

Dear Mr. Porter:

This is in response to your letter of February 6, 1978 informing
us of the unfortunate death by hyperthemia of the 13 green sea
turtles which were being used for your chemorsception studies.

With reapect to disposition of the specimens, we contacted
Mr, George Balazs of the Hawaii Institute of Marine Bioclogy,
University of Hawaii, who is engaged in studies on the Hawaiian
green sea turtles. Mr. Balazs has indicated interest in the
turtlea, and by copy of this letter, I am reguesting that he
contact you directly on this matter for details of his needs and
arrangements for shipment thereof. It is our understanding that
he is interested in obtaining some of the skeletal portions,
primarily the flippers, for age determination studies,

Wa have no objectlon to your donating any remaining turtles
or parts to the universities that you mention. We will be looking
forward to receiving copies of your reports on the studies conducted
on the turtles.
Yours truly,

s

KENJI EGO, Director
Division of Fish & Game
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Re: Permit No. SC 75-6 to Dr. William F. Flanigan, Jr issued
20 February 1975 by g g
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Dear Mr. Takata,

This letter is to inform you of the recent death of thirteen captive
Hawaiian Chelonia mydae, tag numbers 26-29 and 351-39. Cause of death
was hyperthermia caused by a malfunction in the heating system for the
animal's pool during a period of extremely heavy rain fall. The mal-
function occurred sometime over a weekend (between Saturday night and
early Monday morning) and was not discovered until 0800 Monday morning
(animals were normally fasted on Sundays during the Winter). All
ldentification tags had come off the animals at the time of their death

‘x\[mﬂﬁt tags fell off within 4-6 months of their attachment). Tag numbers
26, 3, 35 and 37 are enclosed. The others have been lost as a result
of being sucked down the discharged water drain of the animal's pool
before they could be retrieved.

i

Pnlluﬂing athological examinations, turtle bodies were placed in a
freezer and will remain there pending a decision by you as to their
disposition. We have had several requests from Departments of local
Universities expressing interest in tissue samples, and I feel that
disposition of turtle bodies to these Departments would be very bene-
ficial and helpful to other investigators.
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At the time of their demise, the animals were in apparent good health
and studies of their chemoreception capabilities had been nearly com-
pleted. Your office, of course, will be furnished with copies of all
published and unpublished reports dealing with data collected from
se¢a turtles obtained through use of this permit.
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[ look forward to hearing from you soon.

ElﬂCEIEl},

hut; xji%fii;}
Re 1‘rl HDWLH o, PUllLH

Ejﬂ'ifﬁiﬁfh Head, Biosciences Department
3 . By direction of the Commander,
_ﬁffvy:."d“ Naval cean Systems Center !

ey,



HAVAL OCEAN S¥YSTEMS CEMTER
Ban Diego, California 92152
11 May, 1378

Dr. George H., Balazs

Hawall Institute of Marine Biolooy
University of Hawaill at Manos
¥aneche, Hawaii 96744

Dear Dr. Balazs:

I delivered two large boxes of Chelonia mydas material to our shipping depart=
ment this p.m. Air shipment was requested so hopefully this material will ar-
rive in Hawaii soon. The measurements you requestad are given below with the
exception of weight. All carcasses were severely bloated and water-logged when
I first discovered them, and were immediately placed in the freezer. This pro-
cedure prevented any accurate welght determination at the time of your reguest,

Included in the shipment are two carapaces, and the excised heads and limbs

from eight specimens. I believe I left the tag out of the bag containing head
#3, all other pleces should be labeled or have a tag enclesed in the bag with
material, The carapaces are labeled 1 and 2, and go with hesd and limbs number-
ed 1 and 2 respectively.

I will provide you with copies of reprints or publications involving our work
when they are forthcoming, In the meantime I hope this material will aspist
you in your Chelonia research. If we can assist you further please contact me
{or W.F.Flanigan).

Sincerely

William R. Lowell
Biomedical Branch

Code 5131

Haval Ocean Eyestems Center
san Diego, California 92152

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

William R. LOwell
Biomedical Branch
Code 5131

Haval Ocean Systems Center
San Diego, California 92152

OFFICIAL BUSINESS
PEMALTY roR PRIVATE USE, 8300



Spacimen Curved line Straight line Width

carapace length carapace length

1,2 carapace shipped - -

3 T4cm Tlem BE om
4 74 64.5 65

5 69 62 58

[ 67 62 53

i 75 T2 70

8 74 71 61

no waights

sax=-no internal examination performed, the taile are left on the carapaces
shipped for your estimate of sex, all specimens had similar sized tails,
none were noticably longer than the posterior carapacial margin (= female
or immature 77)
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