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UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAINESVILLE, 32611

CERARTHENT OF TOOLOGY
223 BARMTRAM HALL

B04-392-1107 October Z, 1979

Sr. Antonio SuBrez G.

Pesqueria Industrial de Oaxaca, S5.A.
Etzatlan 28 (Col. Maza)

Mexlco 2, D.F.

Dear Antonio:

| want to thank you for making possible our recent visit there, and
for the frank and open way in which you discussed your enterprise and
showed us your plant. | went down to Oaxaca expecting to consort with
the devil Incarnate, but instead we were graciously entertained by an
unbelievably attentive host. There were times when | suspected that you
were purposefully entertaining us to the point of stupefaction just to
soften us up; but | finally realized that you yourself probably live at
that pace all the time.

Meedless to repeat, | don't agree with some of your convictions,
especlally your falth in your ability to detect population decline in
time to avert the dissolution of the moreifa. In fact, | honestly doubt

that there will be mopsidas at Escobilla by the 1990's.

But | am sure everybody is grateful for the exciting and enlightening
visTt that you arranged for us--down at the coast, in Oaxaca City, and in
your beautiful home in Mexico City. The chief regret | brought away was
not having had a tape recorder when you related the mind-shattering story
of the wedding ceremony and dance going blithely ahead in the rmichito
while a just-murdered corpse reclined in the rain, en ung postira muy
ertrgiz. |'ve got to hear that story again some day. Meanwhile, please
thank Mrs. Suarez for our delightful last evening in Mexico, and tell your
daughter | was wvery sorry not to have had the opportunity of meeting her--
and of begging her help In persuading you to ease up on the golfina.

With regards and gratitude,

Sincerealy yours,

Graduate BResearch Professor

AC/ 1w
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Encounter at Escobilla

During the last week of September twelwve people convened at Fuerto Angel,
Oaxaca, Mexico, where PIOSA {PequEIia Industrial de Daxaca, 5.A.), the company
known for its massive harvesting of the golfima (olive ridley; Lepidochelys
glivacea), has its slaughterhouse and packing plant, and a small laboratory
building.

Puerto Angel is ‘a half-hour jeep drive from Escobilla, the site of a huge
nesting eggregation or arribada, known locally asrnﬂrr{ﬁa, of Lepidochelys,
and a place made known to the world as the scene of intemperate exploitation

by Tim Cahill in a sensational article in Oufeide Magaszine.

The group assembled at the invitation of Sr. Antonie Svarez G., founder
and ouner of PINOSA. His motive wasto establish eommunication with serious

oppenents of his explodtation of sea turtles, especially the golfina.

The group comprised the following: George Balazs, Archie Carr, Tim
Clabaugh, Kim Cliffton, David Ehrenfeld, Richard Felger, Angie McGehes, Carlos
Kagel, Peter Fritchard, Georgita Rulz, Laura Tangley, and Jack Woody. All the
parcicipants paid thelr own travel expenses to Mexico City. From there on they
were the guests of PI03A, and all activities were arranged and attended by 5r.

Suarez and his assistant Sr. Alfredo Martinez. The schedule was as follows:

25 Sept. '79 (1) Arrival of participants in Mexico City
Tues. P.M. (2) Showing of movie on industrialization of Mexican sea
turtles

[(3) Dinner in Mexico City

26 Sept. '79 (1) Travel to Oaxaca and Puerto Angel
Wed. (23} Visit to Escobilla Beach
(3} Wisit to PIOSA laboratory
(4} WVigit to PIOSA slaughterhouse

27 Sept. '79 (1) Boat ctrip along coastline off Escobilla, where
Thurs. thousands of ridleys were strang out for B km im
a longshore morrida
(2) Historical sketch by Sr. Suarez
[3) Arrival of editors of magazine DUMAD
(4) HNight trip to Escobilla te watch for morrifa emergence,
which failed to materialize; only six turtles nested

2B Sept. 79 (1Y EBeturn by some participants to research facility and
Fril. slavphterhouse
{2) Departure DUMAC editors
£3) Meetings with 5r. Suarez



29 Sept. '79 {1) Return to QOaxaca
Sat. {2} FReturn to Mexlco City
{3} Dinner at Suarez residence

30 Sept. '79 {1) Diepersal of participants
Sum.

After many hours of meetings with and without S5r. Suarez in attendance, the
participants expressed continuing doubt that the sea turtles of Mexico can with-
stand the current level of harvest. It was clear that S5r. Sudrez believed
otherwise, but it was hoped that this disagreement would not bar further
digscussion. A final meeting was held to see whether any principles could be
agreed on. The points on which agreement seemed possible, together with Br.
Sudrer's reaction to each, were as follows:

{1) A conference to instigate conservation of L. olivacea in an integrated
way in the East Pacific was proposed. This would invelve the principal countries
with large ridley populations—-Mexico, Costa Rica, and Ecuvador.

Suarez: Agreed.

{2) The need to maintain an cutside observer in future seasons at Fuerto
Angel and Escobilla was pointed out; and gratitude was expressed for the PIOSA
money that supported Tim Clabaugh's work in that vole during the past season.
Future funding should be negotiated.

Suarez: Agreed.

{3) The need for careful study of migratory patterns of the East Pacific
ridley, as grounding for conservation and management, was emphasized, and a
substantial tagging program in Ecuvador was recommended.

Buarez: Apreed

{(4) Re beach patrols--in spite of the pelicy of total protection, enforce=-
ment by PESCA (Instituto Nacional de Pesca) had become lax end in some cases the
marines assigned te the work had not been effective. It was hoped that Sr. Suarez
would use his influence to improwe the situatien.

suyarez: I don't know what the status of protection is now--I'll explore it
further. We are paying 51000 per month for each group of marines—-we want them
to be effective. It is difficult to stop all illegal commerce--but, really, I

feel that this is mot heavy in Daxaca.



(5) 1t was suggested that in the absence of & reliable population modeld,
enother techniqué Lo monitor population status--censusing nesting turtles
annually--should be used. As a temporary rule-of-thumb, if the morrira of a
piven year is 20 per cent down, a moratorium should be declared; if it is ten
per cent down, the harvest would be reduced by 50 per cent.

Suarez: Because of socio-cconomic and political factors such a process
must come about gradually. 1 table the proposition, although I agree that any
reduction would Indeed by a cause for concern. Probably, if we should experience

a clearly serious declineé we¢ would try to estsblish a moraterium, and to continue

it wntil recowvery.

(6 B5r. Suarez's support for a program of national beach reserves, with
formal protection of beaches and the coastal zone behind them, was requested.
Suarez: It's an old idea, and nothing has been done about it. We should

do it graduall¥, starting with the beaches only.

{7) 1t was pointed out that several joint, informasl U.5.-Mexican eea turtle
projects are afoot, and Suarez's support in formalizing and reinforcing these
was asked.

Suarez: This is official business, at government level. It is my persemal

opinion, however, that if our relations here continue in a healthy way, such an
advance iz entirely posszible.

Two features of our four days with Antonio Suarez were especially impressive.
One was his unstinting hospitality. He is 3 man of vwast energy. The round of
inspection and sight-seeing that he had organized was so continuously unflagging
that it seemed for a while that he wag purposely weating us down as adversaries,
Az it turned out, howvever, this could hardly have been the case, becsuse the

feverish schedule continued unabated after all the negotiztions were owver.

Another strong impression that we took away Was that there was a curious
lack of window-dressing. Gome tidying had been done, especially at the laboratory,
where, incidentally not much research seemed to be underway; and the slzaughter
session arranged was a mere demonstration of techomigue, with little of the shock
power of theé routine mass carnage. Otherwise, there was 8 surprising lack of
effort to conceal the more unhappy aspects of an operation in which turtles are
caught, lanced, hauled, killed and dismembered by the tens of thousands.

The meetings at Fuerto Angel were briefly attended by two members of the

editorial stalf of the Mexican magazine DUMAC, the bimonthly publication of Ducks



Unlimited, in which a translation of Tim Cahill's "The Shame of Escobilla" had
just appeared. Antonio Suarez had invited the editers down from Monterrey on the
grounds that, even though Ducks Unlimited is mainly concerned with game birds,
its membership is made up of prngﬁnrnus, leisured people who are strongly opposed

to environmental lpss in Mexico. An article on the Puerto Angel meetings will

appear in the next issue of DUMAC. What its tone will be remains to be seen.

Certainly DUMAC subscribes to the sustained-harvest concept, which constituted
the main bone of contention between FPIOSA and its conceptual adversaries at the
meeting. However, the sincerity of 5r. Suzrez's belief that DUMAC is the most

substantial hope for conservation in Mexico cannot be doubted.

fesides the hours of group discussions, I had protracted private conversations
with our host. During these I told him of my view that the controlling issue was
not whether he may he returning significant numbers of hatchlings to the sea, in
his oviducal salvage program; but rather that, since the 1960's, when the olive
ridley became a theme for concern at meerings of .the TUCK Marine Turtle Group,
three and perhaps four arribadas of about the size of that at Escobilla had been
destroyed. His reply to that was that it was just that kind of irresponsibility
that he was preventing, by his disciplined exploitation and management. Then I
told him that I personally opposed all international traffile in sea turtle
products, and that the rapid spread of a brand new turtle leather industry since
1967 is an example of the ills that such traffic generates. Sr. Suarez replied
that now it is precisely because of the growth of this profitable industry that
he has exerted his influence in stopping the heedless destruction of the resource
and in disciplining the fishery; and that if his two principles of operationm:
erploitacion racicnal,and industrializacién completa are adhered to, the fishery
can be stabllized and perpetuated. Otherwise, he said, effective management of

East Pacific ridleys would quickly disintegrate.

In a concluding statement at the last group session Sr. Suarez repeated a
remark that he had made several times before. It was this: "I will not go down
in the history of Oaxaca as a person who has contributed to the decline of sea

turtles-—-this would be ene of the worst inheritances that 1 could leave for my

dauvghter."
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October 22, 1979

Mr. Ross Witham

Florida Department of
Watural Resources

Marine Lzboratory

P.0. Box 941

Jenzen Beach, FL 33437

Dear Bosg:

Thank you for sending me a copy of your reply to Peter Pritchard's
comments on the uncertain originm of turtle tag AA196. Your implication
that I persuaded Peter to denigrate the record is absurd. You know
perfectly well that he could never be mancuvered into such a subservient
role. The fact iz, on hearing of the tag recovery, Peter recognized that
a single return, though of no statlistical importance, would stimulate
unthinking people everywhere to put substantial portions of the reproductive
potential of dwindling sea turtle populations into head-starting projects.
He reascned that premature or excessive publicity for a return that couldn't
be wholly substantiated would be particularly harmful.

I happen to share that view. However, because of your hostility since
the time of the Jensen Beach meeting, when I mildly criticirzed your choice
of release-sites for your yearling turtlea, I have been inclined to say
nothing about the present problem unless questioned. When Peter called me
about it T gave him the details as we had recorded them, as follows.

On June 20 we received a letter from Marcia L. Eartub and Craig A.
Barsumian telling us that they had seen our tag AAL96 on a lopgerhead nesting
on Jupiter Island. We sent you a copy of that letter. The people here were
puzzled because we had no record of having ever used a double-A tag., 1 was
away in Venezuela at the time. When I returned I found that you had discussed
the problem with Anne Meylan, and that still no clear picture had emerged.
Accordingly, I telephoned Ms. Kartub and Mr. Barsumian. They told me that
after speaking with you they decided the tag prefix might have been a single-A,
and not a double-A. When I asked them why they communicated with us in Gaines-
ville, (they said because the inscription so directed.

With no tag in hand, there seemed nothing more that could be done, and
because of the peculiarly defensive--now actually vindictive--attitude that
you and Futch have adopted, I decided to let the matter drop. It was about
that time that Peter decided, wholly on his owm, to set the record straight,
if possible. And at almost the same time, Frank Lund, who had just re-
registered at the University here, came into the lab, learned of the trouble

CMilal Ciwbl OYide W T OPDCONTURMRITY a2 RAE TIVE ACTiION EwPLOYER



Mr. Ross Witham - F = 1022479

Florida Department of
Katural Bezources
we ware having over a tag found on the beach where his tagging is done, and

reminded me that we had once given him a set of A-prefix tags that duplicated
2 tun being used at Ascension Island and that he had hand-stamped these with

a second A after the [irst. T should have remembered this, but Frank had sent
vg no written record and I afwply forpot. Frank has now Jocated some of his
record sheets for tﬁat series, but not that giving the history of AA196. He
is still looking for it. Meantime, because double~A tags wera once used on
Jupiter Tsland turtles, and becawse the troublesome tag had our aﬂdeﬂs, the
record seems bound to retain some uncertainty. —=

I suppose I should hawve told you at the beginning that I had no intention
of proclaiming thie uncertainty from the roofteps. It is possible that a valid
return occurved that night. Under the glven circumstances,; I expect to answer
any inquiries by saying that I have to reserve judgment.

For some years now I have remained relatively gquiet about your practice
of extracting a large percentage of the eggs of the vestigial Florida greem
turtle colony for use in an experimental rearing project the only proven valua
of which is that it generates some publiec approval. I have repeatedly quieted
other people when a general protest by national and international conservation
organizations has been urged. T did this partly because we have been friends,
and I was in a way responsible for getting you inte the exercise to start with;
and partly because you had put so much effort and talented turtle culture inte
your project and had so much at stake. So now when you speak of mobilizing
against me enemies that I have developed by my pecullar habit of sticking to
certain convictions, you make me guestion my wisdom In having discouraged a
broad-based protest that would have genmerated unpleasant repercussions for us
all here in Florida.

1 sincerely hope, Ross, that you and Futch can get a grip on yourselves
and try to understand that the difference between us does not stem from personal
animosity on my part. The uproar over tag AAl96 is really a tempest in a teapot.
I wish it were demonstrably authentic, but even if firmly substantiated the
return would be a pleasing sign, but no more. I wish, probably even more than
you, that head-starting could be guantitatively proved to be an effective prac=-
tice, and one in which one could predict cost-benefit quotients. This is not
the case. We know intuitively that yearling turtles fit fewer predator mouths
than hatchlings do; but only massive testing can show whether taking eggs for
head-starting is beneficial or harmful to the particular population from which
the eggs are taken, This is a purely statistical prediction, and one that can
only be made from voluminous data, Meanwhile, the only sure way to help a
diminished sea turtle population is to control expleitation and protect eggs
from predation.



-

¥Wr. Ress Witham -3 - 10/22/79
Florida Department of
Hatural Resources

Perhaps experipentation with the Florida loggorhead population iz
defensible. So would be rearing and releasing 5,000-10,000 Tortuguero
green turtles a year. Such work with the ridleys at Escobilla or the
léatherbacks at Orpanabo would be admirable. Until we know that a
substantial percentage of head-started turtles live to patority and then
breed on the shore [rom which they were taken, pen-rearing Florida greem
turtles seems to me unwise. That 1s our disagreement--not whether a
single loggerhead recovery 1is authentic.

Sincerely vours,

gt
fre lf:a E'a‘fg-\h
Graduatea Research Professor

AC:g



UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAINESYILLE, 32611

CEFAMTMENT OF ZOOGLOGY
I3 BARTAAM HALL
S04 5921107

January 16, 1980

Dr. 8. E. Cornelius
Department of Biology
Texas A & I University
Eingsville, TH 78363

Dear Steve:

Please excuse the delay in my answer to your request for am cpinion
of the project proposal for Wancite and Ostional. I see nothing to complain
about. The idea of two field stations—rather than one--being financed by
the CCC may startle Mr. Phipps. I Judge there iz no implication that the
cost might exceed the sum that he had earlier agreed to.

I would hope that whatever is installed at Nancite can be kept as
modest and as unobtrusive as possible., I hope the job of saving it will
inyolve as few people coming in as possible. - As the only "Intact” nesting
assemblage of olivacea in the world (intact in the semse of oo trouble at
the rookery), Nancite is one of the wonders of the natural world. I judge
you share this view.

Best regards.

Sincerely yours,

irchie Carr

Craduate Research Professor

AC:1w
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UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAINESVILLE, 32611

FEad

DEPARTMENT OF IOALOGY
723 BARTRAM HALL

B04-357-1107 January 17, 1580

Or. Robert Scott
[UCH

Avenue du Mont Blanc
CH-1196 Gland
Switzerland

Dear Dr. Scott:

After re-consideration of the list of members proposed for the
Marine Turtle Specialists Group | would like to propose minor revisions.
As far as | know, no announcement of the makeup of the new group has
been made, so | trust that these changes will not present any problems.
| have discussed the revision with Wayne King and George Balazs and they
are In agreement. The suggested changes are as follows:

Delete: Mr. Tho Yow Pong
3 Jalan Onawan
Road 15 Section B
Petaling Jaya
Selangor, Malaysia

Add: Ms. Sylvia Spring
Wildlife Division
Department of Lands and Environment
P.0. Box 2585
Konedobu, Papua New Guinea

Dr. Huang Chu-chien

Peking Institute of Zoology
Academia Sinlca

Peking, China

Change Address as follows:
Dr. Karen Bjorndal
Department of Zoology
University of Florida
Gainesville, Florida 32611

If letters have already been sent to members, please leave Mr. Pong
on the group, and just make the additions.

| trust that this request causes you no inconvenience, and hope you
will notify me when letters to the group members have been sent by your offica.

Best regards.
Sincerely yours,

xc: George Balazs [
Patricia Chable ¢ N
Jane Fenton irchiu Carr

Wayne King Graduate Research Professor

EQUiAL EMPLOYHEMT OPPORATUMITY/AFFIAMATIVE ACTION SMPLOYER



UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAIMESVILLE, 32611

BEFARTRENT OF ICOLOGY
Pdd BARTRAK HALL
BLL-F3E-1 507

February 4, 1980

Pr. Robert Scott

IUOCH
Avenue do Mont Blane

CE-1196 Gland
Swltzerland

Deayr Dr. Scott;

I would like (o make ope more addition to the list of members for the

Marine Turtle Specialist Group;

o Leo Dy Brongersma
Rijksmuseum van Natuurlilke Historfe
Roamsteoeg 2
Postbus 0517
2300 BA Lediden
The HNetherlands

\ Sincerely yours,

\ 1 )
Aetez.
\ Arehie Carr

Chairman

Marine Turtle CGroup, IUCH

ACf 1w \

cc; Goorge Balazs \
Patricia Chable '."‘.,
Joane Fenton
Wayne King

?bﬂ ®© ackvesg
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UNIVERSITY 'OF FLORIDA

GAIMESVILLE, 32611

DEFARTHENT OF IO0QLOGY
223 BARTRAM HALL

o04.3821 107 Pabruary 13, 1580

Mr. HRobert Scobt

TUCH
Avepe da Mont Blanc

CH-1196 Gland
Bwitzerland

Dear Mr. Seobt:

The Senegal grant proposel srrived the other desy and T noticed that
George Balage w=e not listed as & recipilent. My understanding was that
he, as Deputy Chalrman of the Marine Turtle Group, would have the oppor-
tunity to review all proposals. If this seems appropriate there I hope
you will arrange for these to be routinely sent to George. Meanwhile,
to aveid any unnheccessary delays, I have sent.him a Xerox copy of the
Senagal proposal.

Thank you for your attention to this and best regards.

Sinceraly yours,

Chairmsn
Marine Turtle Bpecialist Group

AD:1iw

ECUAL ERPLOFMENT CEPFSHTUMITY /AT RMATIVE ACcTI0M ELPLOYER



UNIVERSITY 'OoF FLORIDA

GAINESVILLE, 22611

DEPALRTHENT OF TRQLOGY
235 BARTHAM HALL
SO&-352-1 107

February 18, 1980

Executive Secretary
Air Traffic Conference of America (ATC)
1709 New York Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006
Dear Sir or Madam:

This is a preliminary request for the assistance of your organization
in informing air carriers of the conservation problems of sea turtles and
the laws prohibiting internaticnal commerce In products derived From them.
As a result of the recent World Conference on Sea Turtle Conservation held
in Washington, D. C., the Marine Turtle Specialist Group of the Internaticnal
Unien for the Conservation of Nature (IUCH) has undertaken a program aimed
at educating both the general public and the airline industry of these aspects.
It has been suggested that IATA might be willing to provide assistance in
this endeavor, possibly through placement of informative articles in newWs—
lettars or other trade publications. The specific type of cooperation would,
of course, be dependent upon the resources of your organization, on either
a non-cost or very low cost basis.

| shall look forward to hearing from you on this matter at your earlient

convenience.,

Sinceraly yours,

Chairman
Marine Turtle Specialist Group, IUCH/SSC

Enclosure (Newsweek article, Jan, 14, 1980}

FOUAL CHPLBYUENT GPEDRTUNITY, AFFIRMATIVE aCTIGHN EMELGYER



UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAINESVILLE, 32611

CEFARTMENT OF TOQLOGY
I8 BARTRAM HALL

$04 3521 107 February 18, 1980

Executive Secretary

International Air Transport Association (1ATA)
11565 Mansfield Street

Hontreal 113, P.Q.

Canada

Dear Sir or Madam:

This is a preliminary request for the assistance of your organization
in informing air carrlers of the conservation problems of sea turtles and
the laws prohibiting international commerce Tn products derived from them.
As a result of the recent World Conference on Sea Turtle Conservation held
In Washington, D.C., the Marine Turtle Specialist Group of the International
Union for Conservation of Mature (IUCN} has undertaken a program aimed at
educating both the general public and the airline industry of these aspects.
It has been suggested that IATA might be willing te provide assistance in
this endeaver, possibly through placement of informative articles in news-

letters oF other trade publications. The specific type of cooperation would,

> resources of your organization, on elther

s

matter at your earliest

convenlience.

Sincerely yours,

ﬁrchia Carr

Chalrman
Marine Turtle Speclalist Group, IUCH/SSC

Enclosure (Newsweek article, Jan. 1%, 1980)

EOUAL EMPLOYMENT GREORTUMITY JAFFINMATIVE ACTION EUPLOYER
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1
SEFARTMENT OF ZOOLOGY
I3 BARTHAM HALL Feh FUuary 1580
PG -182-1 107

Dr. John Parmenter
Applied Ecology
Woden A.C.T.
Australia

Dear Dr. Parmenter:

I am writing to invite you to become a member of the newly constituted
Marine Turtle Specialist Group of the International Union for the Comservation
of Nature. The group is composed of 2§ members, widely dispersed throughout
the world.

A principal purpose of the organization is to establish a system of
communication among members that will disseminate understanding of the
bioclogy and survival positions of the gea turtles of the world, and will
provide & means of mobilizing rapid and effective intervention on their behalf.
This will be accomplished partly through correspondence, and partly through
our Marine Turtle Newsletter. In order to improve coordination of our efforts,
and promote group understanding of local conditions, please let us know of
special turtle conservation problems that you may recognize in your area.
I hope also that you will send this offlce copies of any recent publications
by yourself or colleagues. The titles and authors of proposals for sea turtle
research now under way or im preparation there would also be helpful.

I enclose a list of members of the newly constituted Group. The

Conservation Strategy adopted at the recent World Comference on Sea Turtle
Conservation has now been drafted in semifinal form, and a copy of this will

be sent to you in the near future. '

It is a pleasure to be able to welcome you to membership in our Group,
and I sincerely hope you will find the association rewarding.

Sinceraly yours,

Archie Carr
Chairman, Marine Turtle Speclalist Group
IUCH

ACimjT

enclosura

EoUEL EMPLOYMEHNT OF FGHTUNITY/AAFFIRKMATIVE ACTIOH EMPLEGYER



UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GnEHEE‘_-"ILLE. SJZ611

Hareh &, 1980

DEFARTMENT OF ZOOLOGY
243 BARTHAAM HALL
P04 3821107

Dr. René Grandperrin
South Pacific Commission

P.0. Box DS

Noumea Cedex

New Caledonia

Dear René:

Enclosed you will find a copy of the Sea Turtle Conservation Strategy
formulated at the recent World Conference on Sea Turtle Conservation In
Washington, D.C. You will no doubt find this of Interest, and | have heard
from George Balazs that you may wish to print it in your newslettar for
wider clrculation in the SPC area. |If so, you should feel at complete
liberty to do so.

Let mz repeat my thanks for your consideration and hospitality during
the recent conference--and my regrets that | was not able to make the epochal

post-conference turtle flights with you,

Best regards.

Sincerely yours,

-

Graduate Research Professor
Chalrman, Marine Turtle Specialist Group,
IUCH/SSC

cc: George Balazs

EQUAL EMPLEYMENT SRFPORTUNITY AAFFIAMATIVE ACTIGN EMPLOYCR



. 1 UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAINESVILLE, 32611

DEFARTMERT OF Z00LOGY
ZZ3 HARTRAM HALL
SOE-302.1 HOT

March 17, 1980
Dr. George R. Pisana, Editor
Division of Biological Sciences
- University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas 66045
Dear Dr. Pizana;

One of the goals defined at the recent World Confereénce on Sea
Turtla Conservation held Im Washingtom, D.C., was to increase publie
awareness of endangerad sea turtles, To this end, we have petitioned
the U.5. Postal Service to create a serles of commemorative stamps
featuring four species of sea turtles that occur in U.5. waters,

I am writing to ask wheather you might consider it appropriate
to solicit the support of your Herp Review readers for this proposal,
If so, lettera of endorsement sent to Mr. William Bolger, Fostmaster
General, Washingtom, D.C. 20260 would be extremely helpful in convincing
the U.8. Postal Service of the desirability of such a stamp series.

I would greatly appreciate your assistance In this matter,

Sincerely yours,

i&uhia Carxr D

Chairman
Marine Turtle Speclalist Group, TUCH

ACS1jw

etk Farm Bl ek W OEESOE T I ™Y S B i =l R wafuns rRaTEr MY R



LUUNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAINESVILLE, 32811

BLFARTHWERT OF ZCGOLORY

223 EARTHRAM HA&LL

S04-39E -1 1067
16 May 1980

Mr. Paul Watson
Expedition Leader
Sea Shepherd Fund
P.0. Box 48446

- Vancouver, B.C.
Canoda  V7X 1A2
Desr Mr. Watson:

George Balazs has sent me a copy of your very important sea turtle
obgervation in the Atlantic west of Portugal. Your transect count 1s the
most significant open-sea information on turtles that has come to my
attention, and it supports sightings of other smaller groups of loggerheads
in the same general area. Aggregations of sea turtles, other than
Lepidochelys, in open ocean are extremely rare and, despite much attentionm,
pur knowledge of their mlgrations is still meagre.

I was delighted to learn of your experience and hope you will tell us

of any further such observations,

Sincerely yours,

%rcﬁle Carr

Chairman, Marine Turtle Specialist Group,
TUCH

cc; George Balazs

ECUAL CHELOr»ENT CPECRTUNMNITY, APFIRMATIVE acT 18~ CRRLSTER
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Mr. George H. Balazs
Box 1346
Kaneche, HI 96744

Dear George:

| hope you are committing a tremendous lot of turtle bioleogy out at
FFS. | envy you being there.

| forget whether it was | or one of my colleagues who you wrote about
your prospective job with NMFS, and your uncertainty about the compatiblllity
of that function and the S5C Deputy Chalrmanship. As | see it, there is no
problem there--prnv!dlng you are prepared to stick to your convictions even
when an issue might conflict with'a Department of Commerce move, | can't
imagine you doing otherwise, so there is no problem and I'm glad you are
getting the support from tham.

The 55C meetings were only minimally invelved with sea turtles--far
more with elephants and rhines. In fact, | was the only Turtle Group
member there, and the only turtie-oriented participants were Wayne, Margie
and Ralph Daly. | gave them a 45-minute spiel, mainly about the Washlngton
Conference (the world's most fantastic Specialist Group meeting in itself);
but also about the rest of the spate of meetings of the past year, and also
about you being the new hope for new 1ife in the Group, and the only living
human who might, without violence, one day manage to get the Mailing List
from Mrosovsky. | told them some more stuff too but you know Tt all, And
then we stopped over In N.Y. for the CCC meeting and told them the same
general kind of things. The angels came up to that meeting and they stole
the show, though Wayne gave the group a detailed account of the events and
Elgnificanca of the Washington Conference. Karen is editing madly; Jeanne
is working In passionate fits and starts on her doctoral dissertation: Anne
is in Bocas and Chiriqul trying to declde whether hawksbills might get her
a Ph.D.

Little Man, the one successful hatchling in the batch of black turtle
eggs that you and P.P. brought is an outstanding young turtle. Put the tips
of your thumbs and index fingers together and contemplate the space within
them--he's that size,

Keep your eye out for Tortuguerc tags out there and have a good time.

Best regards from all here,

Sincerely yours,

26 Al stuir frepset
wﬂl t ¢ e ) : rchie Carr

Graduate Research Professor
AC/ 1w
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July 22, 1980

Mr. Robeart Scott
IUCH

Avenue du Mont-Blanc
CH-1196 Gland
Switzerland

Dear Bob:

The list of people who have been Invited to membershlp (or to member-
ship renewal) In the Marine Turtle Speciallists Group Is as follows: George
Balaze, 5. Bhaskar, Karen Bjorndal, Leo Brongersma, David Ehrenfeld, Jacgues
Fretey, Harold Hirth, Huang Chu-chien, George Hughes, Colin Limpus, Anne
Meylan, Rena Marquez, Edward Moll, Jannnguﬂurtlmnr. Hicholas Mrosovsky, Larry
Ogren, John Parmenter, N.V.C. Polunin, Peter Pritchard, J.P. Ross, Joop Schulz,
6.5, de Sllva, Kuan Two Siow, Sylvia Spring, Nloman Sumertha, Ismu Sutento Suwelo,
and ltaru Uchida,

Most of these have sent written acceptances, but a few have not written
us hare. It has occurred to me that soma of them may have repllied to you,
Iinstead. As a general pollcy do you send an official Tnvitation to appolntees
as In the case of Leo Brongersma? IFf not, we will make a second effort to get
replles from the handful of people who haven't answered our invitation,

Bast regards.

Sincerely yours,

Archie Carr
Chalrman
Marine Turtle Specialists Group

cc: George Balazs
Wayne King
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January 153, 1981

Mr. George Balazs
P.0. Box 1346
Kaneohe, HI 96744

Dear George:

I enclose some notes for a possible turtle-farming proposal. I
won't try to polish this up t1l1l I see what you think of the ideas at
this stage. I've left the budget wholly up to you, because expenses
in Hawaii will be the main part, and I can't estimate what they might
amount to. Maybe space for 25 turtles from each of five localitiles
for at least a year could be taken as one approximate production
fipure for part of your caleculations.

May I saddle you with another chore? A very important one, and
one, that as Anne suggests, T will surely shirk. It is to start Erying
to generate interest in our mext turtle group meeting, and to concelve

; and explore possible sources of travel funds - without which there will

not be any meeting ever. I'll do some things along the way, but vou do
the rabble-rousing, 0.K.?

Best regards.

Sincerely yours,

Erchie Carr

Chairman, Marine Turtle Specialist Group

ACS 1w
encl.
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23 February 1981
Dr. Archle Cart
Department of Zoology
University of Florida

Dear Archie:

I'm obvicusly tardy in vesponding to you about the draft "Speclation” propesal
that you mailed to me on January 15th. I have twe excuses to offer- 1) that I
was in a mild state of confusion preparing for, and carrying out, my study visit
to Western Samoa; and 2} after initially reading the draft, I wanted some time
to carefully think over the ramifications of doing this work im Hawaii and
eventually dispatching turtles for distribution te museums. I won't trouble you
with all of the pros and cons that heve gene throush my mind, but will simply
tell you that I recognize the sreat votentisl value of the work, and definitelv
want to do it with vou.

Another problem that has coused me some delay since returnine to Honnlulu an
Februarvy 19cth is the Reagan budget cuts for WMFS. T had intended te carrvy on for
one more year (Junefl-June3?) under this University of Hawaii-NMFS contractual
arrangement. It has been very advantageous to me, and gquite frankly, I don't have
many other optinna available t~ me right at this time. The extension of the
contract may still proceed as planned, but some uncertainty does now indeed exist.
I will keep you posted.

I'm etill workineg on the proposal's budget, but assuming my salary is derived from
elsewhere, the cost should be something under 520,000. As you know, it is by no
means cheap to raise turtles when von consider food, student helpers, facilities
improvement, as well as shipping costs and photogravhy supplies.

My other general and brief comments are:

1} You would have to be listed as the Principal Investigator- my name as eco
or secondary pronject leader. This im the only way it will get funded, in mvy

opinion.
2) We should solicit funds from three sources- NSF, Natinrnal Geogranhic, and

WWF=USA. FWS and NMFS should only be approached as a last resort (they will
be broke anyway, from Beapanomics).

3) I anticipate some tough federal permit problems due to our plan to dispateh
turtles. However, I feel confident thet this bureauceratic obstacle can be
overcome.

4) If our hatchlings/egms are recelved at different times from each of the areas
(as seems highly likely), our rearing conditions will not be absolutely
identical due to changing weather conditions here im Hawaii. 0Obviously
there's little, if anything, we can do about this. I wouldn't expect it to be
a substantial problem- would you?

That,'s sbout all I can say right now. 1'll work on this some more and get back to
yo the very near future.

Alcha,
")

Gearge Bilazs
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March 20, 1981

Ms. Felicia C. Coleman
25 Legare Street
Charleston, SC 29401

Dear Ms. tnlemai'l: |
Please excuse the delay in my reply to your letter of Fehruéry 5.
| have circulated word of the disturbing violations of the laws pro-
tecting sea turtles In Florida waters, and also of your wish to
geﬁﬂrate an alliance among shrimpers and fisheries agencies. Your
letter to me has been copied and sent to selected offices and 1'11

let you know what comes of this. I'm confident it will yield some

helpful results.

Sincerely yours,

% 1&;‘! Ca..h-{___
rehie Carr

Graduate Research Professor

AC:T jw
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26 Mareh 1981
Ty 1366
Kaneohe, UT O/RTLE

Near Archie:

I gtill don't have my signed emplovment contract in hand for 1980=81, hut

it scoms likely that it will be forcominp. T have therefore proceeded to

make a few comments and additiona to the "speciatian" propasal, and tn prepare
a draft budget for vour consideration. T repret that 1ts taken me an long

to pet this back to you, but T did want to male sure that my poaition would

be continued before proceeding further with the {ofint rroposal. As I mtated
in my letter to you of February 23rd (copv attached), vou will need to he
listed as the project leader- T will he your assocfate ar "agent™ on the

scene here in Hawail where we can undertake the turtle rearing with much less
difficulty than in GCailnesville.

On a completely separate matter, Limpus telephoned me from Australia a few
weeks apo. He does this every so oftem after fpnoring my¥ letters Far months
on end. Anyway, T took the opportunity to mentdion the need for a turtle eroup
meeting, He responded by saving that his apency stil1l might he interested

in hnating the affair. What do wvou think= would Auatralfa (Meron T5.7) be &
good place for us to meet? 1 sugpested Sarawak to you in one of my earlier
lettere (note letter from Lucas Chin that T sent te you a few dava apn).

1 haven't talked to you by telephone For some cime now hecaure {ts hecoming
inereasingly harder at both I'miv,Hawafi and M'IFS to pet approval for such
expenditures. There was a time when all of the telephone vouchers were
simply rubber-:istamped. HMevertheless, we do need to talk more frequently,
and 1'mw godrg to work on the prohlem. .

wn/did Peter Scott reaigh as Chairman of 2507 I fust mot a notice
from TM.EOT about an election amnd the fact thar 7, Tucas 18 now Chafrman,
pgfﬁed to Wayne?

George Ralads
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Iudpet
WAGES
Technician, 12 months,30hooraSwk 75,50 hour - 7920,
Fringe benefits (9,8%) - 176
FXPENTIARLE SUPPLIES
Food for turtles = T4
Feaovation of rearing tankas = 1500
tapgs = 50
Medication = 150
Photogzraphic supplies & processing - 250
TRAVEL AND SHIFPPING
Honelulu-Maruata Ray,Mexies (rowund trip) a0
Gainesville=lonolulu (round crip) - 1200
Alr Express shippinpg = : & 50
NTHER
Telephone calls - 13D
Indirect costs (University of Hawafi 32% of 7920) 2515
TOTAL = 518,261




Speciation in Separately Breeding Populations of Chelomia
As Shown by Characters of the First Year Young

Co-Principal Investigators: George Balazs, University of Hawalli;
Archie Carr, University of Florida

The aim of this project is to Investigate speciation in Chelomia
by rearing young from different populations under Identical conditions
and thus providing material for comparative analyses of characters

which underge ontogenetic change or disappear with age.

BachgrnUnd and Justiflcation

Although sea turtle research has accelerated markedly in recent

years, aspects of the biology of the group are still very poorly known.
A conspicuous example is our desultory taxonomic knowledge of sea turtles.
This Is obviously an obstacle to both bialogic research and conservation
practice. |f it is not known how many species and subspecies one is
working with, to understand their ecologic geography or provide adeguate
programs of protection or management for them is obviously not possible.
One reason for the elementary state of sea turtle systematics is that
most studies have mainly been based on big, mature specimens, and because
of storage difficulties specimens have always been few in museum collections.
Another cause of confusion is that characters useful in systematics are not
for the most part as well expressed In old sea turties as in young of the

_ fTrst few weeks or months. As In some emydid turtles, notably Paaudemys,
most of the good characters occur, or are most clearly expressed, In the
young stages; because In older turtles markings diffuse, change in size

and shape, fade, or are hidden by melanism.



The East Pacific populations of Chelonia show this plainly. There
Is no trouble distinguishing agassizi on the coast of Mexico or Costa
Rica from mydia on the Carlbbean shore. However, two names have been
proposed for populations of East Pacific Chelonia, with type localities
respectively in Mexico and Guatemala. Mobody has been able to point out
clear differences between the two, so they are usually grouped under
agasgeisi because they share a markedly elevated carapace and black upper
parts and bluish suffusion of the plastron. So, however, do the populations
that breed in the Galapagos and Hawaiian Islands.

Preliminary exam]natTgn of post-hatchling and yearling specimens of
Chelonia from the Pacific coast of Mexico, French Frigate Shoal and the
Galapagos suggests that the three can be distinguished by color pattern--
not merely color, but patterns and figures. In all three these features
appear to change markedly as the little turtles grow, however; and what
now i$ needed s a rearlng program in which the ontogenetic progression
of pattern changes, and of related morphometric features, can be systemati-
cally recorded. The reason that such analyses have not been made previously
Is’ that the useful characters are best expressed during the year or so
following the first month of life. Because sea turtles of all kinds
disappear during that stage, specimens of that age are very scarce In
museum collections. Some collections have series of newly hatched
turtles taken at the nest, but the good characters have not yvet appeared
In these, and a rearing program is clearly needed. The results of such a
study will of course leave adult characters unrevealed, but this is
irrelevant. The propesal is not for a definitive taxonomic analysis of
Chelonia, It is rather to use juvenile characters to'advance é;nwlﬁdge

of speciation in the genus.



Phenotypic variation in color and coloration 1s in some populations
bewlldering. It is well Illustrated by Jack Frazier's series of color
prints of Aldabran turt1E5::.Pﬁter Pritchard has seen extreme variation
in Papua-New Guinea. Such diversity within populations not only confuses
studies of geographically correlated varfation==and thus of speciation
within the complex--but also makes it impossible to confirm or disprove
the occurrence of sympatry in some colonies. Since Carmen Angermeyer
(in Iitt.) first began telling of two forms of Chelonig=-a vellow turtle
and a black turtle--in the Galapagos Islands, bjts of evidence that the
same thing occurs In numerous other Pacific localities have accumulated.
Besides a main stock, the dark, high-shelled agaseisi type, there occur
also isolated individulas very like ﬁyd&a Iin appearance. One such place
ds the Pacific coast of Mexico. Here some of the Jocal people consider
the mydsa-like form to be a separate species, while others say it is
merely an age-related stage. Comparison of series of voung from different
populations as propesed in this project will thus bear on two problems of
sea turtle taxonomy: “khe degree to which separate breeding populations
are genetically different; andgthe possibility of the sympatric occurrence
of agaseisi-like and mydas-like forms through parts of the |ndo-Pacific.
Without going into further documentation, it can be said that the problem

might be relleved by such a rearing program as is here proposed.

Procedure

After the appropriate permits have been obtained, and as the nesting

s#ason of each colony begins, samples of eggs or very young hatchlings will
) =/
be taken at the following localities: Haruata Bay, Mexico; San Jose,
il i

Euatema1aéfﬂaranjﬂ, Costa Rica; The Galapagos Islands: The Hawailan

JI|'|



Archipelago (French Frigate Shoal). The sample from each locality will
Include young from several nests--say, ten turtles from each of five eqgq
complements. Where hatchery programs are under way, young turtles will

be taken; otherwise eggs will be taken. With minimal delay, all hatchlings

will be sent to Honolulu and Installed in tanks. Constant, homogeneous
conditions will be provided Tor the turtles and they will have the same
diet and feeding schedule. On arrival all will be photegraphed in dorsal,

ventral, lateral and frontal view; and Lhereaftér standard photographic

and morphometric sampling will be repeated at the following ages: one
month; three months: six mofiths; nine months; one year. |f accelerated
changes appear to be occurring in any Intervening period, additional
measurements and photographs will be made. If, after nine months, change
has slowed down markedly, the samples hefn.g reared will be cut down to

mare manageable_§lza. As turtles are no longer needed for continued study
they will be: [{?ﬂsent to localities within the range of the population
from which they were taken, and released there; iifagiueq_tn marine aguariums;
urxfal placed in the taxonomic collections of selected museums.: The project
seems sure to reveal taxonomic differences that justify revival of avail-
able taxonomic names for some of the stocks; if so, mg?aqﬂi_?u&rywhare

will be interested In acquiring series of the different forms for their
research collections. |If possible under the cperative permit regulations,

this would be a useful disposition and one consonant with the basic aim

of the project.



Personnel

The project will be directed and supervised by the Co=Principal
Investigators, George Balazs and Archie Carr. The routine care and
feeding of the turtles will be provided by a Technical Assistant from

the University of Hawall.

Budget

George, please figure this out. Include one trip to Michoacan
from here (or there), a small sum for local fees for collection, packing
and shipping of eggs and haF:hlings. and a reasonable amount for air
express [Costa Rlica - Gainesville: Galnesville - Honolulu; Galapagos -
Honolulu; ete.).

If you want a partial salary from the grant, and know of a source
that might provide it, stick that In, too. Also, exercise imagination
and come up with a fund for turtle feed. And whatever else you think

of, Telephone calls, for instance.
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May 18, 1981

Ehire Clerk

Woondara Shire Council
Barolin Street
Bundaberg, Australia

Dear Sir:

I have had word that the Shire Council has received a petition for a
permit that would allow development along the beach at Mon Repos. T am
writing to express Alarm at thls prospect and Lo urge the Council to give
the mogt careful consideration to the probable deleterious effects of the
proposed development on the famous Mon Repos sea turtle rookery. The
negting ground there is the largest on the mainland of Eastern Australia,
and the population of the loggerhead (Carsita caretiq) breeding there is
larger than any other on the Pacific Coast of your country. The shore also
1z wisited by the zouthernmost nesting contingent of the unique flatback
turtle.

Over and above its importance as a refuge for endangered species of
marine turtles, the population there has been the object of protracted 2
eystematic study by scientists of the Hational Parks and Wildlife Service.
Information being gathered there is of great importance to our understanding
of the ecology of marine turtles, oot only aupmenting oatural science but
also reinforcing the basis for successful management and conservation of
gea turtles in other parts of the world.

Besides the direct wield to science and conservation, the Mon Repos
turtle project, under a program of disciplined visitation by tourists and
local people, has generated public good will for the whole field of wild-
life maintenance in Australia, and if the colony is carefully prokected
this wvaluable contribution can be expected to continue. There can be no
doubt whatsoever that, if the building permits being solicited are granted,
the resulting artificial illumination on the foreshore will impair nesting,
both by repelling the nest-bound aduolts and by disrupting the seaward travel
of hatthlingF across the beach.

I beg you, therefore, to stand firm against any peérsuasion in your
assessment of the petition that has reached you,

Sincerely vours,

Archile Carr, Graduate Research Professor
Chairman, Marine Turtle Speclalist Group,
International Union for the Conservation

of Wature

ACf 1w
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Dr. H. R. Bustard

Chief Technical Adviser

Crocodile Breeding and Management
Froject

Central Crocedile Breeding and
Management Training Institute

19-4-319, Lake Dale, Rajendranagar Road

Hyderabad=-500 264, A.P.

India

Dear Bob:

| regret the delay In my answer to your previous letter. | Just returnsd
from a trip to Papua Mew Guinea, and that was preceded by three other journeys.

As to the first of your guestions--that concerning official IUCH policy on
turtle farming--| believe that is a firm withholding of endorsement, with
exceptions. MWobody seems to be actively opposing farms, but then there was never
much of that. The fuss was mostly caused by the dogged, single-track insistenca
of turtle farmers that thelr virtues and good deeds deserved, and must be given,
the endorsement of sea turtle conservationists. We all wasted vast amounts of
time resisting that preposterous demand. | remain convinced that there should
be no international traffic in depleted or vulnerable specles, and that farming
feeds International traffic by generating and extending markets., Why then should
I endarse farming for international trade?

Our trip to Papua MNew Guinea Involved a National Academy of Sclence panel
of elght people sent to assess the potential for good, evil, or both, of the
crocodile and bird-butterfly farming that is going on apace out there.

As to the status of your erstwhile memberzhip on the Marine Turtle Group,
all memberships were terminated at the time of the World Conference. A new
slate was selected, for terms of three years. A new group will then go in.
There is no reason why you would not be considered then. You probably have
noticed, however, that concern over turtles, and research by very competent
pecple, have been burgeoning these last few years. Unless the idea of univer-
sal membership is embraced, choosing a small number from that new multitude is
not going to be easy.

Heanwhile, | hear you have had notable successes with gavials. Felicitations.
Regards.

Slncerely vours,

'aﬁefﬁifzftﬁc.F_ ﬂf;xeﬁ,g__hﬂhhﬁqh

Archie Carr
Chairman

Marine Turtle Specialist Group

AC/ Ju
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September 10, 1981

Mr, Colin Limpus
National Parks and Wildlife
Service
Pallarenda
Townsville. 4810
Australia
Dear Colin: .
=
thany thanks for your latter.;

I'll send a formal proposal and request for an
invitation to hold the Turtle Group meeting in
Australia when I return from Tortuguero in ten days.

The turtle season was very poor this year; not
the worst, but among the lean ones in the 26-years
of our project. And, as you may recall, lagt year
was the best. What do vou make of it?

Hope your turtle courting and cooting studies
go well this season.

Best regards.

Sincerely yours,

lI-.l-'

chie Carr
Chairman

Marine Turtle Specialist Group,

IUCH

xc: George Balazs
F. Wayne King

AC/1iw
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& October 1981

Mr. George Balazs
P.O. Box 1346
Kaneche, HI 96744

Dear Gedrge:

Many thanks for your letter, with the copy of your
critique of the Nancite-Osticnal proposal. Your assessment
seems good to me, though I wish I knew more about the
Ostional part, and also about what the ultimate fate of the
data in the UCR computer will be,

As to the confusing consecutively numbered leatherback
tags, they were not recovered tags, just tags applied. They
were put on by my son Tom and colleagues in Rhode Island,
who used consecutive numbers because that's the easiest way
to get them off of the bar. I'm pretty sure you do the =same;
but if not please tell me why not. Is it scme weird
Hungarian fetish, or what? WNo, seriously, I can't under-
stand how the report ever got worded so erronecusly.
Incidentally 21 turtles have been tagged off Rhode Island
by Shoop, Tom, et. al, - a few more leatherbacks than

loggerheads. Most were from a huge fish trap some miles
offshare.

We just got back from a weed-line survey on the R.V.
Bellows. We traced it, unbroken, from off Key Biscayne to
off Palm Beach Inlet. There a front came through, and the
chop broke up the line. It failed to reform during Sunday
and we came home. Located no little turtles but I hardly
expected to in that southernmost section. I took with me
four 6-weeks-old loggerheads. Though totally unfamiliar
with sargassum, they seemed overjoved when we released them
near clumps. They entered these straightaway, and even
began eating the leaves and floats,

Best regards.

Sincerely vours,

éﬁﬁ%———rs

Graduate Research Professor

AC/1w
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December 10, 1981

Dr. Russell Train

President

World Wildlife Fund

1601 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Suite 800

Washington, D.C. 20009

Dear Russell:

This is a brief summary of my impressions of the fantastic C1iffton
black turtle project.

First of all, I believe that what Kim is doing is shielding the Michoacan

colony of Chelonia agaseiai from certain and prompt destruction, and that he is
virtually the only force at work toward that end,

Kim's active participation in seizures and arrests makes me uneasy for his
safety, and is at least in part illegal. I'm happy that he has done this, but
it's Alice-in-Wonderland stuff, and very dangerous, and hard for Mexico City to
stomach. It probably ought to be soft-peddled. I think we are agreed in that
regard.

The policy of buying eqgs and installing them in hatcheries is sound and
successful. Despite some official objection in Mexico City, many thousands of
hatchlings that would otherwise never have seen the light are going into the
sea. This ought to continue indefinitely if Pesca can be placated,

The data-gathering aspect of the work ought to be augmented. What I
missed badly was a systematic tagging patrol of the magnificent Tulola nesting
beach. 1 don't know whether this could be done in what remains of the current
season, but I wish it could be. Kim ought to mark off a manageable section of
Tulola by placing censpicuous, numbered posts on the upper beach, and then
resume tagging there, consistently patrolling the entire study section every
night, taking overall carapace lengths of the turtles tagged, and recording
their location on the beach. Only turtles known to have completed nesting
should be tagged. It made me drool to see all those untagged, easy-to-tag
turtles nesting there the night we visited Tulola. They really ouaht to get
careful attention. We spoke of the diverse reasons why they cught to be tagged,
and 1'11 expatiate again if you want me to. To do so in the way I suggest would
produce data directly applicable to the conservation and management of agaseisi.

The other important data-gathering opportunity that is not being fully
realized is that of making periodic aerial track counts along the whole black
turtle shore section - some 40 miles. Since Kim has the Audubon airplane there
I wish he would at once begin making weekly, or preferably twice-weekly,
early-morning flights aleng all the separate beaches on which black turtles
nest, recording the numbers of fresh tracks on each. We are trying to do this

EQUAL EMPLOYMENT QPFSH TUNITY /AF FIAMA TIVE ACTION EME LY ECR
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with MMFS support all around the Caribbean, because it is one of the only
approaches to population estimates. In conjunction with the systematic,
nightly ground patrols on Tulola, these surveys would yield the first trust-
worthy approximation of the actual numbers of females that nest in Michoacan,
which is the principal remaining reservoir of the species on mainland America.

Data from both the aerial surveys and the tagging patrols ought to be
sent regularly to Rene Marquez at the Instituto, and you or Carlos should talk
with Rene about the scientific aspects of the work, explaining exactly what
Kim is doing and pointing out that the project should be joined by young
Mexican counterparts who could continue the tagging after Kim's exercise is
phased out. Explain also that Pesca ought by rights to be sending Kim
notification of any tags put on by his people and sent in to the Instituto.
Only thus will Kim have any way of knowing, or reporting, what his tagging is
accomplishing.

I was so struck by the opportunity of advancing knowledge of black turtle
ecology at Tulola that if Kim were not working there, and if there were prospects
of getting the necessary permit from Pesca, I would try to find funding to set
up a protracted, seasonal tagging camp there. It is the best opportunity for
such work anywhere in the East Pacific.

1 can't foreseewhat the future of Kim's operation will be, but he deserves
vast credit for having done a spectacular job, which few others could have
accomplished. I wish there were a way to attach him permanently to some
international conservation group, as a storm trooper who could be sent out on
critical enterprises, demanding extraordinary guts, energy, tact, dedication,
and an ability to live smoothly with any kind of people. Kim is worth a great
deal to wildlife conservation. Think over possibilities.

1 enjoyed tha chance to be in the field with you, and I'm grateful for the
opportunity to visit the fabulous, tormented Michoacan shore.

Best regards.

Sincerely yours,

Graduate Research Professor

ACSTjw
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304.392-1 807 December 16, 1981
MEMORANDUM

TO: Members of the Marine Turtle Specialist Group

FROM: Archie Carr, Chairman &
IUCN Marine Turtle Specialist Group

SUBJECT: Reappointment to Membership

I am pleased to invite you to serve for another term of three
years as a member of the IUCN Marine Turtle Specialist Group.
Plans for a Group meeting at an as yet undetermined date are
underway. You will be notified as they materialize. 1 hope
you will be willing to continue your membership in the Group,
and that you will be willing to keep this office in touch with

events important to sea turtle survival in your area.
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SAINESVILLE, 326811

DEPARTMENT QOF ZOGLAGY
2E3 BARTRAM HALL

§04-a9z-1107

December 16, 1981

Mr. Mike A. McCoy

Yap Institute of MNatural Science
c/o Micronesian Maritime Authority
P.0. Box D

kalonia, Ponape

Eastern Caroline Islands 96941
Dear Mr. McCoy:

I am writing to invite you to become a member of the Marine Turtle .
Specialist Group of the International Union for the Conservation of Nature,
The Group is composed of members widely dispersed throughout the world. A
principal purpose of the organization is to establish a system of
communication among members that will disseminate understanding of the biology
and survival positions of the sea turtles of the world, and will provide a
means of mobilizing rapid and effective intervention in their behalf. In
order to improve coordination of our efforts, and promote Group understanding
of local conditions, please let us know of special turtle conservation
problems that you may recognize in your area. I hope also that you will send
this office copies of any recent publications by yourself or colleagues. The
titles and authors of proposals for sea turtle research now under way or in
preparation there would aysn be helpful.

It is a pleasure to be able to welcome you to membership in our Group,

and I sincerely hope you will find the association rewarding,

Sincerely yours,

Hl:hie Carr, Chairman

Marine Turtle Specialist Group
IUCH

EQuUAL EMFLOYMENT CRPORTUNITY /AFFIRMATIVE ACTION CHMPLEYER
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DEPARTMENT OF ZODLOSY

223 EARTRAM HALL
S04.302-1107 December 16, 1981

Sr. Mario Hurtado
Instituto Nacional de Pesca
Box 5918

Guayaquil, Ecuador

Dear Sr. Hurtado:

I am writing to invite you to becoms a member of the Marine Turtle
Specialist Group of the International Union for the Conservation of Nature.
The Group is composed of members widely dispersed throughout the world. A
principal purpose of the organization is to establish a system of eommuni-

cation among members that will disseminate understanding of the biology

and survival positions of the sea turtles of the world, and will provide
a means of mobilizing rapid and effective intervention in their behalf.
In order to improve coordination of our efforts, and promote Group under-

standing of local conditions, please let us know

of special turtle conservation

problems that you may recognize in your area. [ hope also that you will send

this office copies of any recent publications by yourself or colleagues. The
titles and authors of proposals for sea turtle research now under way or in
~ preparation there would also be helpful.
It 1s a pleasure to be able to welcome you to membership in our Group,
and I sincerely hope you will find the association rewarding.

Sincerely yours,

izchie Carr, Chairman

Marine Turtle Specialist Group
IUCN
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ODEPAATHENT OF ZOOLOGY
23 BARTRAM HALL
QO =502 -1107

January 4, 1982

Dr. Jeanne A. Mortimer

c/o Department of Agriculture
& Land Use

P.0. Box 54

Port Victoria, Mahe

Republic of Seychelles

Dear Jeanne:

Many thanks for your letter of 11 December, with the latest news of your
intercourse with Indian Ocean chaps., Kopp sounds pretty bad. I can't think
of a worse fate for a young woman such as yourself than being marconed for
elght days on a little island with a guy you simply couldn't stomach.

I am enclosing a copy of a letter Veevers-Carter sent me in 1964 after
some years of my procrastinating in accepting an invitation to go to the
Seychelles. 1 also enclose his report, in the chance that you may not have
seen a copy. 5till another enclosure is a copy of my letter recommending
Karen as your replacement on the French turtle—farm expedition. Sorry you
couldn't work it in.

#f,f’ﬂ.P1eaﬁe]$ry to find some hatchling and yearling turtles and photograph
~ them from all views, especially ventral,
— P Y !

We've been working on the two WAS reports, prettying them up, putting
them together with a running table of contents and one set of covers, and
getting the manuscript word-processed for publication as an NMFS report.
Authors are you, me, Anne, Karen, and Tom Carr. This ought to be out in a
manth or so.

You ought to write more often. There have been long gaps in our
correspondence and this has grieved me, and I'm sure it must have handicapped
you in your intellectual growth,

Love,

- S

enclosures:
%¢ letter of rec. for KAB
Veevers-Carter letter/report
clipping from The Torch, Jan. 82
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DEFPARTMENT OF ZOOLODGY
221 BARTRAAM HALL
Baa-182- 807

January 4, 1982

Dr. Jagues Berney

Acting Secretary General

Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna
and Flora -

c/o IUCH

Avenue du Mont-Blanc

CH-1196 Gland

Switzerland

Dear Jagues:

I was sorry to learn that because of conflict with an inflexible
schedule of boat trips to islands that she is bound by her contract to
visit, Jeanne Mortimer will not be availabie for the farm inspection
expedition to Europa and Reunion.

I am glad to say, however, that Dr. Karen Bjorndal, another former
graduate student of mine, will have time free from her work during the
period planneds for the trip, and that I can recommend her with no less
enthusiasm. Karen's doctoral research was in the nutritional ecology of
the green turtle. This was partly laboratory work, but another part was
carried out under difficult field conditions in the southern Bahamas and
the Miskito Cays area of Nicaragua. Karen is a most extraordinarily
well-rounded, enterprising and capable scientist. She has a pleasing and
agreeable personality that makes of her an ideal colleague in field work,
She thoroughly understands the ramifications of the relationship between
aspirant turtle farmers, biologists and conservationists, and she can be
expected to make judgments in that field with restraint and perspicacity.

. It seems to me, therefore, that Dr. Bjorndal is in every respect well
prepared to carry out the mission that is planned, and I hope that her
candidacy will be favorably reviewed and approved.

Please communicate with me if more information should be required.

Sincerely yours,

é.l.q _.-.--'.-'1.: - -f_:--fq_-‘q_-

Archie Carr 2Hﬁ1q""‘“=

Chairman, Marine Turtle Specialist
Group, IUCH
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UMIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAIMESVILLE, 32611

DEFARTHMENT OF ZOCGLOGY
220 BARTRAM HALL

94-392-1107 January 14, 1982

Mr. Kim Cliffton
Apartado 124
Tacoman

Colima 28100
Maxico

Dear Kim:

Many thanks for the copy of your very helpfully annotated map showing sea
turtle nesting activity there. Al1 this was too much for me to pick up from
your verbal accounts.

Please tell again, at your earliest convenience - preferably by calling
me collect at my office [(904)392-1250] or at home [{904)466-3231] - what you
told me about macroplankton collecting in bands along shear Tines that form
when the wind changes, and pushes Pacific water in till it meets longshore
river water. The lack of any sargassum off the coast there makes this seem an
important ecologic wirtue of the beaches there - as you know. Does the wind-
change correspond to the hatching season pretty closely? About when does it
pccur? Is the change in prevailing direction from westerly to southwesterly?
What are the principal plankton organisms that accumulate in the bands? Have
you, or has anybody you know, ever seen the stuff being eaten? [ you don't
know what the main creatures in the driftline are, could you get some of them
pickied - in quaro or something - and send them to me? I'm trying to explain
to the WWF in Gland how longshore shears and driftlines bear on hatchling
ecology and the "lost year," and your information would be very interesting
to them.

In a letter to Russell I made a few suggestions regarding the data-taking
aspects of your extremely important and stirring project there. [ believe
Russell is sending these on to you - for whatever feasibility they may have at
this late time in the season.

Many thanks for making my visit there so stimulating. I was really very
deeply impressed by what you are accomplishing, and I just hope to hell you
don't get shot, Eva and George likewise - and to them my very best regards,
Also to the Little Angel.

Best regards.

Sincerely yours,

hrﬂhie Carr

Graduate Research Professor

AC/ Tw
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UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAINESVILLE, 32611

CDEPARTHENT OF ZoOLOAY
2% BARMTAAM HALL
ao4-32-1107

January 14, 1982

Biol. Rene Marguez M.
Instituto Macionmal de Pesca
Apartado Postal 79-052

Cal. Doctores

Mexico 7, DF

Mexico

Dear Rene:

Many thanks for your letter, I'm glad you are willing to continue as a
member of the Marine Turtle Group.

I was really very sorry that you found it impossible to join us in the
visit to Maruata. I was impressed by the work that Kim and his colleagues are
doing there. Buying eggs from potential poachers seems like peculiar manage-
ment - but what else can you do? Because of the egqg purchases thousands of
hatchlings that otherwise would not have been hatched, are going into the sea
every night. Kim's participation 1n road-blocks and other efforts to stop the
eontrabandistas also seems unusual behavier for a2 gringo, and one likely to
get him shot - but, frankly, T don't believe the local officials have the
motivation to do it. With the road now finished, the poachers can get $300
or eyven more for a.turtle in Acapulco, Tijuana or 5an Diego. To try to stop
a trade as lucrative as that is very hard, as you know - and probably pretty
dangerous. Anyway, the day I arrived at Maruata they recalled the marines,
and I freely admit that I was pretty damn uneasy for a while.

Two things I wish. One 15 that they could keep the Florida Audubon
airplane down at Maruata long encugh to make twice-weekly, early morming track
counts along the whole coast where the black turtles nest. This would give
you better data for population estimates. The other is that Colola beach could
be marked off in 200-meter sections and, every night, all - not just some -
nesting turtles could be tagged, measured, and their exact positions on the
beach noted. This would provide very useful information for management
proposed, and also for interesting comparison with similar data from Tortuguerc.
A third wish of mine is that more Mexicans were participating in the program
\| down there, so as to insure continuity and permarence for the work when Kim Teaves.

Colola seems to me an ideal place to work on the black turtles, but the
two Mexican girls who 1ive out on the beach are too busy with the hatchery work
to have time to do thorough tagging. It almost broke my heart to see dozens of
black turtles going back into the sea without tags.

Would you please advise me about a guestion that has arisen in our
relations with Cuban tag returns?
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Dr. Gustavo Gotera Gonzalez has just returned three tags. He says no
reward is desired, but instead he wants publications, including my book
So Excellent a Fishe. I'm afraid the publications, especially books, would
be held up in the aduanz there. What do you think? If I should send them
to you - as with the reward checks - would you be willing to forward them
for us, and do you think they would get by customs all right? I'11 be happy
to hear from you in this respect.

I hope you can get down to Maruata before Kim leaves.

With best regards.

Sincerely yours,

Graduate Research Professor

ACS Tw

P.5. The last that Karen heard about the World Conference book was that it
ought to be out in a couple of months.

S




UMIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAMNESVILLE, 32611

DEFARTMEMT OF Z00OLGUY
cEd HARTHRAM HALL
F0E-18F-1107

January 21, 1982

Dr. Jagues Berney

Acting Secretary General

Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna
and Flora

c/o TUCN

Avenue du Mont-Blanc

CH-11496 Gland

Switzerland

Dear Dr. Berney:

In reply to your letter of January 15, iQEE. Dr. Karen Bjorndal's
address is: Department of Zoology, University of Florida, 223 Bartram’
Hall, Gainesville, Florida 32611.

As to my opinion of the Suriname proposal to change the status of
their green turtle population from Appendix I to Appendix II, I am
opposed to the idea even though I can readily understand the socio-
economic pressures that generate it.

Best regards.

“incerely vours,

tﬂﬁﬂmwirféi**‘hmh__“hh
drchie Carr

Chairman
Marine Turtle Specialist Group, TUCH

AC/T jw
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UMNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAINESVILLE, 32811

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIEHNCES
CEFANTMENT OF Z0OLOGY January 28, 1982

Mr. George Balazs
P.0. Box 1346
kaneohe, HI 96744

Dear George:

In re the film referred to in Monitor it is
the same Jane Frick memorial film you saw in
Washington. It's good, although I do too much
of the talking in it. It has just been trans-
lated into Spanish and we're going to see that
version Saturday.

Do you have any reason to want to see the
English edition again?

Best regards.

Sinceraly yours,

gﬁ:rﬂe Carr

Graduate Research Professor

fftgﬂﬂdhﬂdwtiﬂ- ) P e oot
A o Aen pef bieag ey
W‘tﬁ'l
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UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
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DEFARTMEHT OF ZoDLOgY
221 BARTRAM MALL Janu dry 20 s 1982
F0A-FS 2.1 10T

Dr. R.5.B. Wickramasinghe

Dr. T.5.U, de Zylva

Sub Committee Turtle Conservation
Wildlife & Nature Protection
Society of Sri Lanka

Chaitiua Road

Marine Drive, Fort.

Sri Lanka

Gent]lemen:

Thank you for your letter of 6 January with information on the sea turtle
project being developed there,

In offering answers to your various queries about hatchery procedure, I am
following the sequence of your numbered questions, as follows:

_ 1. I see nothing wrong with your treatment of your eggs - at least in
respect to the size and depth of the nest chambers you construct.

2, I am not able to answer this usefully because I have had no experience
with a "cement-1ined" hatching plot. Why do you consider it advisable to "1ine"
the area? It seems to me that it would be much preferable merely to fence off
the plot, and so maintain the moisture regimen of the natural beach. In such a
case, as shell fragments accumulate the hatchery can easily be moved to a new
clean site.

3. The moisture regimen should not vary markedly from that of the rest of
the beach. Its level is not very critical - the sand should simply be moist -
not dry, and not sloppy wet.

4. Hatchlings have the same scale characters that are used in identifying
the mature turtles,

5. Hatchlings must be killed and carefully dissected and microscopically
examined to be sexed.

6. During the night or very early morning - preferably during the night of
their emergence.

/. Allow them to move down the beach to the water.

8. Only by increasing the care with which the eqggs are handled,

9. Head-starting is a purely experimental management technigue, of as yet
unproved value. Where hatchlings are very abundant it may be justifiable to
rear some to 2 year's age for experimental tagging and release.

10. Hatchlings cannot be tagged for recognition as adults. Two-year-old
turtles can be tagged with an inscribed that that might last to maturity: This

may, in some cases, justify the head-starting tests mentioned above.
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11. Enclosed find a sheet of tagging instructions.

12. I enclose a 1ist of persons with whom you may wish to communicate
concerning tagging.

13. Only in the writings of Dr. P.E.P. Deraniyagala, and these must be
available there.

14. it might be worthwhile for you to send a project proposal to the
World Wildlife Fund in Switzerland (Avenue du Mont-Blanc, CH-1196 Gland,
Switzerland).

I enclose some publications that may be of interest. 1 wish you all
success in your work, and hope that if uther guestions arise you will
communicate with me.

Sincerely yours,

fr:hie Carr

Graduate Research Professor

AC/ T jw
encls.
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Dr., Grenville Lucas
Chairman

Species Survival Commission

IUCHN

Avenue dp Mont-Blane

CH-119s Gland

Switzerland

Dear Grenville-:

Thank you for your letter of December 17, logl with the
Suggestion that I accept the chairmanship of the Marine Turtle
Specialist Group for a pey three-year Period, By rights 1
should agk You to find a more Youthful ang dutiful Candidate,
but with George Balazs 48 Deputy Chairman and Anne Meylan as
Agenda Officer, maybe it won't be Teprehensible for me to accept
Teappointment, S0 I do, and am happy tha+ ¥ou tolerate the
thought,

With funds op the wane as they are, 1y Very uncertain as

to how we are going to get together a quorum for any Group

us,
Begt Tegards,
Sincerely Yours,
ﬁgﬂhiﬂ Carr
Graduate Research Professor
AC/14w
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February 10, 1982

Dr. Jacques Berney
Acting Secretary Ganeral
CITES
& IUCH
dvenue du Mont-Elanc
CH=1196 Gland
Switzerland
Dear Dr. Berney:

Your letter of 4 February saying that France has agreed to finance
Dr. Karen Bjorndal's travel as a member of the turtle farming inspection
mission came as a surprise, When previously I received your telex telling
of the approval of her participation I asked Dr. Bjorndal to telephone you,
confirming her acceptance and asking for details of the scheduling of the
trip. GShe was astonished to hear from an individual in your office that
you had decided to look about for somecne closer to the scene of the
expedition, who could be sent more economically. The person there also
suggested that "Professor Carr had funds" that might help defray expenses,
and 80 on. Dr. Bjorndal was nonplussed, because she had made rather
complicated arrangements to fit the mission into a scheduled recess ia
her research program. I hope, therefore, that you will reassure us once
more that all 1z now in order.

In respect te the brevity of my reply to your request for an opinion

on the Surinam turtle farming proposal, I made it short because my opinion

is simple. My objection is by no means directed toward Surinam alone but
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toward the whole concept of international trade in endanpered species.
It is based wholly on the premise that until a natural specles can be
given complete protection by appropriate laws that are adequately
enforced, products from that species - farm-raised or natural - should
not go inte internatiomal commerce. Until immunity for natural stocks
is insured, markets should be killed, not extended.

That is the point at which my views and those of farm-minded people
collide. They say their antivikiaa do mot extend markets, but rather
glut them. That is simply not true. Tﬁeir customs immunilty opens
doors for poaching and contraband trade. Their propaganda extends
desire for the products beyond the traditional seaside and gourmet
outlets to an insatisble new clientele. The same things are happening,
on a smaller scale, in Florida hecause of the ill-advised salae of
alligator meat, derived from the state's ridiculous "nuisance-gator"
control plan.

Naturally, the farm—oriented people don't accept my view on this.
They say, rightly, that I am not sn economist., But ecopomles 1s not
involved - only common sense and & longtime familiarity with trends in
the traffic in, and use of, sea turtle products. I am telling you this,
not becusse I believe the informatlon will be of any use to CITES in its
deliberations, but merely to indicate why I, persomally, deplore the
efforts of people to make monmey out of emdangered species. 1 should

emphasgize that the Marine Turtle Specialist Group includes members who
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do not share my views, so this letter should be seen as a purely personal
opinion.

So my objection applies to the whole idez of delisting local
poepulations of an endangered species for localized reazons. CITES is
now committed to such a course, however, and from here on it will
simply be judging the merits of each separate proposal for regional
delisting.

I enclose a copy of the cnngervatinn Strategy approved by the World
Conference on Sea Turtle Conservation in ﬁashingtun in 1979. Please see

the marked section on page 9.

Sincerely yours,

rehia Carr

Graduate Research Professor

AC/prn

ec: G. Lucas, Chairman, SS3C
R. Scott S8C Qfficer
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DEFARTHENT OF Z0OLOGY
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March 9, 1982

His Royal Highness Rainer IIT de Monaco
Palals Princier, Place du Palais
MC - MONACO-VILLE (Principaute de Momaco)

Your Roval Highness:

Knowing of your concezn with both the comservation of willd species
and the quality of the postage stamp issues of your Principality, 1
am writing to give my strong endorsement to the suggestion of Mr.
George Balazs of Honolulu that a-series of stamps deplcting sea turtles
would not only be consonant with the tradltlienal beauty and liveliness
of Monaco philately, but also would help to extend publle comcern over
the survival outlook of these endangered specles. I trust therefore
that you will give Mr. Balazs's proposal your seriocus consideration.

You will perhaps be interested to know that a young ridley turtle
(Lepldochelys kempi) that was tagged and released on the Gulf Coast of
Florida last year has just been retaken at Biarritz.

Sinceraly yours,

44:1112 Carr %

Graduate Research Professor
Chairman, IUCH Marine Turtle
Specialist Group
xc: George Balazs

AC/af
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UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAINESVILLE, 32611

DEPARTMENT OF ZOOLOGY
223 BARTRAM HALL

et i March 17, 1982

Mr. George Balazs
P.0. Box 1346
Kaneaohe

Hawaii 96744

Dear George:

It is becoming urgent for us to start planning a meeting. 1've been in
a quandary as to how to find ways for the members to finance the travel, and
want to ask for your suggestions. Some members can expect travel grants from
their governments, but perhaps not many. Australia is at the moment the most
attractive prospective location for a meeting, and Colin Limpus has kindly
offered to request help with domestic costs from the government there. However,
with funds as scarce as they are, I can't see much evidence that we could
expect to assemble a quorum out there., Hawaii or Europe would be cheaper for
a lot of members, but I have no constructive suggestions for those whe couldn't
count on government or organizational help with the fare. MNobody 1ikes the
idea of another meeting in the 1.5., both because it shifts the burden to the
01d World folk, and because our last two sessions have been on this continent.
Some time ago Wayne King suggested that responsibility for finding funds be
left to each individual member - even if he or she had to set up a little
savings account for it. That seems a bit rough, but I have decided to canvass
the membership to learn what you-all think of the idea - or what alternative
suggestions you might have.

Meanwhile, Wayne has told me that TUCN in Gland urges that we combine a

“ regional Group meetingwith the World Mational Parks Congress that will convene

in Bali next October. They have even left a slot open in the agenda for this.
They think it iz vital for us to come to grips with the long delayed negotiations
between Sabah and the Philipines over the Sulu Sea sanctuary, and they are right.
I'11 be going to Bali, because I'm presenting a paper. The regional meeting
would prnhab?y be attended mainly by Asiatic folk, although all members would
obviously be welcome. In any case, we ought to start making definite plans

for a full meeting at some Tater time. I hope you will share with us here any
ideas you may have.

Sincerely yours,

Archie Carr
Chairman, IUCN Marine Turtle Specialist
Group

ACSTw
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Mr. George Balazs
P.0. Box 1346
Kaneohe, HI 96744

Dear George:
I hope you will find time to give the enclosed
some careful criticism. In view of the poor

survival outlook of the hawksbill, this is a

potentially important document, / L"‘"?X"c'
t--l--l-l-"‘---l—-{--.-ll-l-*"_ "'a—_ g
Best regards.

Sincerely yours,

; B
Archie Carr

R . | :
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May 3, 1982

Dr. Brian Groombridge

IGCH

Species Copnservation Monitoring Unit
219(2) Huntingdon Foad

Cambridge CB3I ODL

United ¥ingdom

Deayr Brian:

Your letter to Perran Ross suggests that in assessing need of species
for protection, you feel constrained to use precisely the same sets of measures
and eriteria in determining the category designation for all species. This
impractical stricture has from the start been my main complaint with the
system, I beliewve, for example, that it is generating serious reverses in the
treatment that CITES gives the species. The "endangerment” of some specles
comes principally from exploitation, and International commerce is by far the
most deadly factor. With an Appendix I designation, international commerce
becomee illegal; with Appendix IT designaticn, it can occur. 5o in this case,
a vital factor in the survival outlock of the species is the threat of degradation
to hppendix ITI by CITES, an organization originally chartered for the function
of saving organisms from extinction. Unless you and the IUCN and CITES are
willing to recognize trends and dangerous potential as criteria for maximum-
protection status, and if you Insist on proof of imminent obliteration as the
only grounds for endangered designation, we are going to pick away at the syatem
until no real protection is being given anything.

Sorry to be disagreeable, but I am pretty sure I'm right,
Fegards.
Sincerely Yours,
>

Ccarr
Chairman, Marine Turtle Specialist Group

AC/ 1w
P.5. Anne is giving the hawksbill Red Book account close scrutiny and I'11 put

in my bit when she's finished,

cg: Wayne King
George Balazs

EDUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTURTY AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER




1 September 1982

M, Fransine B. Manpinsela
Bogor Baru B IIf3-4

Bogotr

Indonesia

Dear Mes. Mangingela:

Mr. Georpe Balasz has sent me a copy of the report you sent him on vour work
with green turtlea.

In response to vour request for suggestions, I see howhere a statement of the
method of taking the total lempth of the carapace. “You should say clearly whether
this measurement was taken from notch to notch in the fore and hind marginals, or
whether you measured the extreme extension of the anterior and posterior marginals.
Unfortunately, some people use one method, some the other, and often they dem™t
say which. This uncertainty is an obstacle to making taxonomically useful compari-
song of ratlos in different populations, I would be most grateful if vyou would
let me know which measurement you used--notch-to-notch, or over—all greatest lemgth.

As to how to present your data, it would be helpful if you calculated length-
toto-width, length-into-depth and lenpth-into-greatest-bony-width-of-head, and
seprepate the measurements into two groups, male and female, after-declding
whather each specimen was mature or lmmature. Then you might make a table listing
numbers, means, and standard deviatlons.

The little sac joining the cloaca is the uminary bladder.

I wish vou success Iin yvour work and will look forward to hearing from vyou
regarding the total-length measurementa.

Sincerely yours,

AFC [ gmr Archie F. Carr
Graduate Resgearch Professor

ce: Mr, George Balase



DEPARTMENT OF 200L0GY

UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAINESVILLE, 32611

233 RARTRAM HALL
B4 32T 7T September 1982

The Secretariat
CITES

cfo IUCH

Avenue de Mont=Blanc
CH=1196 Gland
Switzerland

Gentlemen:

I am writing to urge you to give careful consideration to the three
suggestions made by TRAFFIC (USA) for "implementation of the Convention
with respect to sea turtles" at the meeting of the CITES parties in
Botswana in April, 1983. The ‘failure of signatories to comply with their
obligations to suppress trade, combined with the reservations taken by
major exploiters, is weakening the Convention in 1ts effort to help save
the marine turtles. I also hope you will agree that any turtle ranching
operation should be required to give an accounting of its activities in a
detailed annual report, and I join with TRAFFIC in asking you to insist
that France remove its reservation if the proposal it is submittimg for a
turtle ranching project in Reunion is approved.

I personally believe that the Convention insured endless troubles for
itself when it decided that the concept of "ranching" was worthy of indul-
gence, As regards the most serious threat to sea turtle survival--that of
market expansion in international trade--there is no difference whatever
between ranching and farming. I hope vou will do everything possible to
stem the blood-letting that the dispensation insures,

Sincerely vours,

%,,,a.;&_ Lve

AC/ gmr chie Carr

cc W. Eing
G. Lucas
B. Scott
G. Balazs
D. Haek

EOLUAL TMPLODYRIENT DFFORTURITY (AFRIAMATIVE ACTIN EMPLOYER



UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAINESVILLE, 32611

DEFARTMENT OF ZOOLDGY
O BARTRAM HALL
B30 1107

27 October 1982
The Editor

The New York Times Magazine

229 West 43rd Street

Wew York City, New York 10036

Dear Sir:

John MoLean (letters, Oct. 24) writes that sea turtle "farming"™ is an example of
species preservation for profit, and Pleads for a relaxation of the regulations that
currently keep all sea turtle products cut of the U.5. We disagree—-not with the idea
of preservation for profit, but with the idea that sea turtls "farming® has anything to
do with preservation. In fact, these."farms® (which rely heavily on wild-caught ani-
mals to maintain their egy production) are more likely to be the last nail in the cof-
fin of the green turtle and perhaps other epecies of marine turtles.

There are many reasons why sea turfle "farms® are not the conservation boen they
claim to be, but one is overriding. 1In order to sall their producks, these "farms"
must gtimulate world-wide demand for expensive sea turtle products, and there is no
effective way to prevent poachers from then capitalizing on this demand and filling it
with wild-caught animals from rapidly dwindling stocks,

Unlike alligators, which recover rapidly from persecution and which live in the
U.5. where protection iz possible, sea turtles take as long as 30-40 vears to reach
breeding age, are scattered among many countries and in international waters, and are
very vulnerable to poaching nearly everywhere. Conservationists cannot fight the da-—
mand for turtles stimulated by turtle "farms™, nor can we fight all the mizinformation
about sea turtle conservation put forth by those trying to sell "farmed" turtles.

Perhaps by some time next century, some sea turtle stocks will have recoverad to
the point where limited exploitation far luxury markets will be possible, For NoW, Wa
hope that the U.5. Government will keep its wise ban against the importation of
"farmed" sea turtle merchandise, and we urge American citizens to refrain from buying
sea turtle products--meat, soup, oil, shell, eggs, or leather--legal or illegal, wher-
ever they may be offered for sala.

'7M 3 Camdnsd

e oyl lol {/ﬂ{?ﬁ;

Archie Carr David Bhrenfeld George Balazs Wayne EKing i !

Graduate Research Professor Professor of Biology Hawaii Institote Director, iijf

Department of Zoology Rutgers University of Marine Biology Florida State

University of Florida (201=932=9553) (808=-247=-5631) Muszeum

Technical Director, Caribbean {(904=392=1721)
Conservation Corporation

(904-392-1250)

EQUAL EMPLOYRIENT DPFORTURTY. AFFIWATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER



UNIVERSITY QF FLORIDA
GAINESVILLE, 32611

DEFPARTMENT OF FO0OLOGY
212 BARTRAM HalL
S TR 107

15 Hovember 1982

Editor

New York Times Magazine
229 West 43rd Street
New York City

Kew York 10036

Dear Sir:

In reaction to John McLean's recommending species preservation
for profit (Letters, Oct. 24) I enclose a letter from Four individuals
who have for a long time been invelwved with problems of marine turtle
conservation. Three of these people sre members of the Marine Turtlae
Specialists Group of the International Unfon for the Conservation of
Nature. I hope wou will be able to find gpace for our views,

Elncerely yours,

AC/gmr "ﬁrch—i& Carr dﬂ-"d\

Graduate Besearch Professor
Technical Director,

Caribbean Conservation Corporation
Chairmen, Marine Turtle Specialists

Group, IUCH

EQUAL BMPLOYNENT OPPOIRTLNITY (AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOY BR



UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAINESVILLE, 32611

DEFARTMEMT OF ZOOLOGY
I BARTRAM HALL
043531037

10 November 1982

MEMO

To: Members, IUCH Marine Turtle Specialist Group

From: Archie Carr, Chairman ,i i _,..f:

Re: Meeting July 25-26, 1983, in 5an Jose, Costa Rica

A meeting of the Marine Turtle Specialist Group has been scheduled for 25-26 July
1983, in San Jose, Costa Rica., The date and location have been chosen in order
to take advantage of the attendance of many Group members at the Western Atlantic
Turtle Symposifum, a Caribbean-wide conference sponsored by IOCARIBE and the U.5.
National Marine Fisheries Service. Details regarding the meeting and accommoda-

tions in San Jose will be furnished at a later date.

QAL EMPLOYNENT OF FOSTLRITY/ A FFRIATIVE AL TICH EMPLLTER



UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAINESVILLE, 32611

DEFPARTMENT OF Z0OLOGY
1 MARTRAM HALL
B350 1107

March 11, 1%83

Brime Ministar Indira Gandhi

Tha Office of the Prime Minister
Socuth Block, Gate #6

Mew Delhi 110 011

INDIA

Dear Madam Prime Minisker:

I am writing to beg you to instigate an inquiry into the status of the
olive ridley sea turtle, Lepidochelys olivacea, in India, After being almost
obliterated by overexploitation on the Mexican Coast, formerly believed to be
the main breeding ground of this species, other huge nesting assemblages were
discovered in India, on the Orissa Coast and in West Bengal. No sooner had
this welcome news reached us, however, than word came that heavy overuse was
in progress there.

The reports were somewhat contradictory, and it was impossible to get a
reliable picture of the situation. In the Marine Turtle Hewesletter, the
editors (N. Mrosovsky, P. Pritchard, H. Hirth) admonished readers to address
lettars to you urging that you authorize an investigation of the situation by
reliable agents. In a taped interview for the BBC I made the same plaa.

Wow, as Chairman of the Marine Turtle Specialists Group (IUCHM) I am
writing to express the concern of the members of our Group over the survival
outlook of the olive ridley and our hope that your government will endeavor to
bring out reliable information regarding the alleged inroads on Indian
populations. None of us would suggest that poor coastal people of a region
should be denied all access to a thriving sea turtle population as a food
source, The line between rational use and degradation can be wery fine,
however, and should be drawn only after careful assessment of the populations
to be used. We trust that in the present case an appropriate agency of your

government can be detailed to make such an investigation and will look forward
to word of any results,

Sincerely vyours,

AIe .
-ii:;:; carr, z:-_ﬁd“*=~

Graduate Ressarch Professor
Chairman, Marine Turtle
Speclalist Group [IUCH)

FOUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUMITY /AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLEYER



20 April 1983

Dr. Brian Groombridge

IUCH

Species Conservation Monitoring Unit
21?2 (e) Huntingdon Road

Cambridge CE3 ODL

United EKingdom

Dear Brian:

Many thanks for your letter, I amgree with vou that
the RDS designations must have a place on tha agenda of the
Marine Turtle Group meeting in San Jose and can assure you
that we will give this difficult matter all due attention.
I can't, however, promise that anything useful will come out
of our deliberations. Even when Anne, Karen and I sit down
to ponder the matter quietly we find it impossible to reach
a4 consensus in some cases. Nevertheless, I really agree
that no subject for discussion at the San Jose meeting will

be of greater importance, and wish we could lock forward to
constructive solutions.

I haven't seen Mrosovsky's book but have had cryptie
notes from him forecasting great unrest when it comes to
light,

What is the trouble he creates?

Sincerely yours,

Archie Carr
Graduate Research Professor
AC/gmr



Canibbean Consenvation
Covponation

25 April 1983

Dr. Archie Carr
University of Florida
College of Arts & Sclences
Department of Zoology

Boom 223, Bartram Hall
Gainesville, Florida 32611

Dear Archie:

Congratulations and cheers for yvou and Marjorie on
becoming proud grandparents: I can well Iimagine the rejoicing
of the whole Carr ¢lan with this hapov event, and rightly so.

As I mentioned on the telephone, during the last
IDCARIBE meeting it was stresszed that the last two sessions of
W. A. T. 5. next July to be held here in Costa Rica, would he
the most controversial since the floor would be open to both
gcientist=s and the general public which means that the merchants
and depredators responsible for massive slaughter of our Chel-
onians will be present for the first time, in Costa Rica, at
the open debate. The political powers and the interests of
alien currents make me believe that these debates will be dema-
gogic debates and politicians will stubbornly ‘argue of the
necessity of establishing something similar to Tayman. This is
nothing more than intuition since this type of movement utilizes
the prevailing eritical situation as a shield, taking advantage
of the circumstances, while the politicians, even though aware
of the damage they can cause, adhere to ideas which are more
politically appealing inspite of disrupting any resoonsible and
important program as ours is, has been and always will he,

I am enclesing copy of document disclosing ideas and
offers presented on 22 October 1982 to Vice President Alberto
Fait, who seems to be the person making this type of negotia-
tions with the Japdeva pecople, by this I am referring to the
fact that he iIs the President's representative to negotiate for
the Administration with the conflictive citizens of the Limon

il



nr. Archie Carr: 25 April 1983

province. More oI 1ess along these lines is whare I believe
Joshua Powers OT his office in New vork could help us out.

T am also enclosing the proposed program where 1
have marked the sagaions that Dr. Marillo thinks will be
"stormy" .

By the end of May or early June a letter or a tele-=
phone call to individuals such as Mario Boza, José Maria
Rodriguez, Alvara Ugalde would be worthwhile to use as feelers
in order to know if we will have their cooperation ot if they
will be backing Japdeva's programs.

Graciela and Marianela join me in sending our most
gsincere and heartfelt congratulations to the new grandparents.

With best wishes,

GCR:ab
Enclosures

P. 8.
Appended also are two clippings which may interest vou.
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LA GACETA — Miércoles & de obril de 1983

i NV 1437B-A _ ‘\
; EL PRESIDENTE DE LA REPUBLICA e
Y EL MINISTRO DE AGRICULTURA ¥ GANADERIA,

En #jercicin de las {acultades oue les confiere o] arficuls 140, incisoe 30
¥ 16} de la Constltueion Politica v de confermidad con Jo dispuestn en bog ar.
licukos 29 10 ¥ 18 de la Ley Foresta]l N9 4465 de 35 de peviembrs de 1w ¥
ip establecido cn los articulos 3%, &9 y 15 de 1a Ley de Conservacién de ls Fauns
Sklvesire N¥ 4551 de 15 de abril de 1970, ¥ ) -

i - Consideranda:

3) Que en la regidn conoclda esmo Curlh de Paguers, provineia de Punts-
Tenas. s€ ERCUCOLTZ un 'Sred Tica en VeROLACION QUE cOnbitDe especies
maderables en pelipro de extincion, somelida ai Récimen Forestal que &
la vor sirve de abrigo 3 gspeciss @8 faung Evesies en peligro de ex.
tiocion eome moRos CoOOpoS. moanes cariblaned, gavilanes, haleones, aguilas.
PaVAR, curTé, pals real, linamos. boas, caucel manigordo. pumas ¥ lean
brenero, ademas de que en 2 zeome Maritimederresive, desovan tortugs
daird ¥ 15 lore. especiss tzmhiin en peligro de ettineldn. En ests ona
maritime-tercesite s encuentra una manada de monos carabianea de las
mas considerabies o nivel noconal lo cual reviste vital Impertancis para
fines de MVESLZacidn ¥ CODAPrvACion de BIpecip: R Driigin. En Oa0nT-
dancia ok ]z Copvencién score ol Comercin Tmsornachonal oe Ezppcies
Amenazadas de Florz ¥ Fauna Siivestre, firmada v ratificads ep Wag

¥ - hington, por Costa Rics el 3 de marzo de 1973,
]

Que en eslos lerTencs. eb cspecial en Ja zona maritimaderrestrs se estan
realizando estudios de fauna ¥ flora par parie de la Universidsd de
Costa Rica y la Direceitn General Foreslal sobre fung maring ¥ fauna
silvestre en peligen de extinetbn. ademas de servie de labarstaric natural
nAre Mk curses umiverslticios de los Centros de Educacids Superior; v

¢} Que zp hace OECER3rio COOSETVAr ¥ establecer refulaciones en drcas gue
revisien lmportancia pars la conservacion de da fauna v fiora en el pals.
Far tanto, s

2 « DECRETAN:

Articuln 1?°—Criase ¢ Refuglo Nacional de Vida Silvestre Curi en 1s
LHL- merilimo-lerresiee que segln la hojs cariagrafios Tambar N9 3245 TIT de]
16 N ze localiza desde Fuma Quesers | coord. horizonial 198175 vertieal 44755 )
2 melros de oocho medider horizonralmente g partic de Lo linex d= pleamar
ordingrios hasa Funmts Cumd dcoordenadz horlzontal 106.575 v verlical 473595).
Duche refugen estara hap lo sdministiracion el Depariamente de Vida Shvestre
de Ja Direcesin Genoral Forestal

Articuls 2—Queda probiblda Ja caze en esta drea asi como cuslguies al
leracion de J2¢ condiclones naturates del jugar. La visita de particniares s ssie
relutio requericy de un permise escrito del Depamaments de Vida Siivestre
de la Direccion Genaral Forestal, ;

_Articulo S¥—Las porsonas residontes en el lugar podrin contingar eon sus
actividades colidiznas slempre y cuando concucrden con Jos fines que la creas
cidn del refupio conlieve. -

Articule 47—Rige o partie de su publicaciés, .

Dado eo la Presidencia de la Repiblica. —San José, o los veinticinco dias
del mes de felirnrn de mil poveclantos oenonis ¥ Ires.

LUIS ALBERTO MONGE

E! Ministro de Agricaliura v Ganadoria,
FRANCISCO MORALES HERNANDEZ.



10-LA REPUSLIC A. sibado 16 da sbvdl de-1953

Violacion de ley que
proiege tortugas

O CORCTRNAT UR Tas(o plan nars ia exaio-
metin de fa tormim verde pidid ai Thikisrng
+i bitlopo Eduurdn Lboes, fefe dal Deparis
meno de Vida Slvestre dol Minisienag de
sgprcuimra ¥ Gamadariz,

£l funcicnario mesoro s erencipssan
domus 52 pueds levar 3 cabo un provectn
& ZEE T, con AME a0 und suolicaeidg
! zenddico La Oncs qie ssmblece neo-

; TCEE Jara manisee Tnimalit an =5 TH TN
SO MY e aod SoocTiadesos alLorisados
7or &i Ministerio de Apticulmes

Loper al igual que un destacads Fupo
de sXperfos en conservacibn e opone af
DrOYeCiD,  gus cuentl com 2k mepuido ded
ricentemidents Alberta Fair gor considers
U= Con i explomcidn e estaria viclanao i3
sonvens:an soore el comercio de =species en
vias de exoncidn ratificade par Costa Rica
¥ = Violarian ademis las leyes fracionales
JUs proleyern L35 [OrTUCasS marmad,

Al crizeria de Lbpes sé suma of dof peafes
W AT T quien dn una nota diri=dy
il predvdente Maongs [ inda ramnias & 3ban.
dondr un proveiio ds edta Indole, tomanda
0 cansgderacion que solo servirfa pars ame
aarx la exrencis de Iz torfugg verde, con
ol fomento de & exolotacion

Lo anterier sgnificarfa tambiin conms
Duir 3 ocuifar i1 caza fuerva en Tormigueg
¥ o conmabanda de los ijegales productos

‘de mrruga ea Costa Rica i g Ak i
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Tel. 25-23-33 P
Apartado 2259
San JosE, Costs Rics

22 o= ochibre & 1982

Sanor Inc. ;
Eloarto Fair Lizanc '
Pminer Vicepresidente & 1z RerTlics
=0 TESn AT :

Est:mads safior icepresicente:

Con verdsgera sorpres:2 e he enterado por la Prensa Libre del mifrooles 12 g
ios corrientes, por ie radic vy en comvessaciBn sostenida el sShado 16 &I pre-
S2nTe mes en forme ocasicnel oon el lic. Evmamds Rravs o mosivo & iz ASAU T
Ciln en I= Plaze & l}= Culture éal Diz Mundial d& la Alimencacifn,” gue e nueves
s¢ ha wvelto & hablar & hechos infundados resoecto a la conssrvacifn de lac
tortugas mazinas, especificamente o8 Iz tostuma werde (Chelondia Mydas Medae, |
Esto pz :u::e:iic'.: asl oor casi todor loe :::'Enc:..,s ge cobiemos gue e8 inlcian,

la comservaciln € Iz ioTTugE veTde & Costr Rice 1o he dadc mucho oressicic 20
pais a2 mwel in=al on centros cientfficos tales como Colssio de Biologos,
Comiciz, M.R.G., Ascona, 0.7.5., Cenco Cisntffico Tropical v rmuchas coras

institusiones gie 2.lc lares &0 22 afioe noc han avodads en este hmilde Dern crat
programe o conssrvacifin, Que sin ninsls intevBe v en furms volintaria v sic miras

& luezs, opere en el palfs baso el noo= & Da—ithear Conszretion ::v:r:':-.-n‘:.h
v 2l cual eom fmocho orcullo he representass er (osts Rice 8 sradc & oz asos,
1z Carinbean Cm-—-arm_mr Corporation Zerece inecrices en lz Semccif. & Perscmae
del FegistroPEdies en el tarc 50, folic 122, asisnes 257 2 parsir del 3 &

noviersrse & 1964. Todo Escc amarads & 1 com=nic vieente o el M.A.G.-

Caribbean Comservacion Cosp. v orfare, sefiar Vicenresidente, gus es mor Giffcil
ConSEnaT e.. & aciente oOme 2@ nuestit e exietan groos Iormafor n:': DEIROnaE

G wmd sfiics Inteoricad o, Echrecads pe o mpe=p So- Ta e TofTAoty ——oEiE a e -

W METRrsEliems casl ToOmED, SUs un ons & SOmrer S msssiz o ms S figuen ern
iomme puraTENtE VOIunTATIZ i SIn MEiras OB lusrt, & U tRres e comssVACicmisme.
Schre todt gue estc s ltcrr entender sin mala: v malic:osac inter reraciooes,

Eeste v no otre el fin o na peresguids mi represantada desde su establec—misntc
en el pafs hace 20 ahos. Tratands desd wn principio el hacer conciencia parz la
protecoific & la espesie t».,. eioria Mycss Mrdas) o TortToo: Verde amenazads &
Gesaparscer, como ha suoedids en el reste del Caribe v COMC Surederf suentual-
FEOtEe Si No se toman mecidaF de oroteccifn asrorisdas, '

ferpe Scho v 1o repsTines ahora, eomensidos I0F ANTESSanTSS G0 1A comooide

hearmyncas g L3 TortucE: Verde o Cazttihcar Smmsssrmosor 2 ;: sy padarss

&, montDriente o lsF crandes S oultades gur nu, wenids 2frommacds ize poe—goar
! Tt

TEIATAR DOT SU LITLSTICONQE GESVESTATUSNTT Yo eltand romvencifer A oie 12 Soe—a
S.1wcore no pueds schrevivar al crecimienzs &l =onee Sio, nusstran rescmprdacioes
~2n E.d las saguiestes:

'\--l: "E}IE\, ] L —— '.}1_ . -

:E 1“5'.‘1-.,? Rrre i : oy e L s r - e 1 - ¥

f‘m—mf._.-i-... e
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22 de octubre d= 1982

El

“"8r. Ing. Alberto Fait . 1.

B
Pigina 2 : -

Ay Empreteccd

2) Divileasi&rn Ge los sistesas proteccicnistae

3 Que s= cunplan las jeyes gue para ests materiz existen, v

4} Ver la posibilidad de gwe los sitios donde 1s arribada de tortugas llegs

2 anidsr sean cerrados a la explotacifr..

Tods 1o anterior hasedos en estedios centfficos reslizados 3 tr=wie & largos
ahos y por verdaderos tEonicos en la materia, cuienss con el rescalds de
imesticaciones cientifices & las entidades més serias 42 mundo parz estoe
menestares, se soreven & recomendar 1o més ldgico ¥ sencillo a seguir para la
conservacifn &= uma espacie en vias &z extincifin. Naturalmente, estas reoc—-
nendzcicnes en 1o gue conciermne & Costa Rica desde el inicio de mmstras 1=-
bores en 1955, han sidc coordinadas por redis del Ministsrio & Aacicultura v .
Ganaderiz en el Departzrento de Pescs v Caza Maritims v en la actuslidad pajio

12 Direscifin Ganeral & Fecursos Pesgiercs v de Vida Silvestre, asi com tatbién

2 nivel ! Colegio d&e Bifiloons de Costa Ries, guienes puegen car fe de que

nuestra acitus ¥ labor realizads es Inminestemente cient®fice v mmcs B endide

TL tendré abshiuTemEnte NAGE CUE VBN COn aSests oomrcialias.

- Muestras recorendaciones hasia estas entidades fe los oobiernos son & e
- gue cam lo decimos al principic, se desvela por la conservacifn de esca espacie,
¥ 51 l&f autoricades costarricenses han respaldadc Un orooTams DuraTEnte clentSfios,
el cuzl 2 nivel mundial nos he 8ads i presticic inicuslshle dancro &= 1= coordi-
nacibn e sicnpre ha exiscide encre lme autoridades cisnt®Sicae nacismales ¥
MBSTIT gripc, i
Huesiras recomendaciones tarbhién han sids acepradas en muchas otras Dartes el
mmnac, ¥a2 guE €5 UNe ayuc: espontfnea v repito, sin miras de lusro ¥ en beneficic
dr un recu-s0 mazing oon tendencias oomprobadas = CespoATrSCEr, Sio@Etae recomends-
ciontr sor eoentedas en Dunns hors: DETC Bl por 6] Contrario escar au—c-idades
Gaginven eStEs recorencaTiouer y, alejfndoss s 1z realidad cispttiice Gat caso
= deszan dar al traste con leespecie, es coss éxclusive 6= 1as aucoridedes en 1z
Tatsris ¥ no 08 NUESIYC Shoc, va cve sBic dessamms cooperar ern esTos Tensstares,
¥V EOOre tods de poder atumilar como @R nusStIo casc, uns valiosSsime cooreracisn
clentizica, par la sutoridad ge los hombres gue resoaldan muestro programa v schre
tods por 13 autoridad del Director TEcnice del Frogwama, dostor Archue T, Cay~,
guien es la aprorigeZ snimerc wio en Tortisee Marinas en el munde.

Fod-ia extenderme en forme muchs mis amclia en este comoicacifn, pero. solampnte
he guerido establecer nuestror pumtes & visz: TEERECIO 2 12 nmetaria & Tortucas
FazZnas, princinsimente en la 2onz AtlEncica v cusl es le verasifad de lz gizuaciss

Tenemcs & Fano un Gooments Ellmico 6 escasoe 30 mEmisss er 1 o v 2 ooler,
filmads con el fin de comtar la "hRistooie o 1 Torcuse Verde". [Cree Darsmmali-

mente que savls &e cran valor que ustas pufiers vecio v aef evaluar 1a realicmd

S W el - :
¥ o £ . i ol T o g 2 e | N O P g -
e g o T TR ey ety rit ; - R e et o
- R L v s : f = ST a E = e
St 7% = e E s AL o o
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22 &= octubre d= 1962
_8f. Ing. Rloerto Fait

Paginz 3 i

de este tema Ge tants imporienciz nacional v con el @l Costa Rica tiene
COpronizos creados a2 niwel mt_m:'_ma.., en la certeza o= Que es UNa espesis

en vias & extincifs. Como volintario &e este grioo me pongo & sus Orienes
para gue usted v las personas gue a bien Gispongs, vean este dommental antes
Ge la visita ammciads en lz prensa por JAPIEVA 2 la ciudad d= Limfin = fin de
mes. Tenemos provector v podenos coerarlo en el 1u-;.*a v hora cus 15‘-:--’
Eisnongs. rE"E:-"-_'L'J.E-EEE como don Josd Bigusres,  don Dendel 06 g
"‘E'_.."'*-E:m"h Bztalla, don Aoundico Guti€rrez, los extintos don Francises C:':l-u:h Y

£1ias Soley pr-:rulnarm el primer Gecreto proweccicnista para 13 especie,

lﬂ gue nos coloca en un mindd de avanzada v de oran renarbre a ndvel mondial | e
y2 gue por medic d nuestro sistema de Pargues Nacicneles y mesarvas biolfgicas,
el sshor Presidente don Luis Alberto Monoe A., usted vy miembros & un gobernc
e mente clars *;*"-1“-':':- resjentemente la sy gue E'.'."E,.- los paroues nacicnzies
¥ entre fstos 25iE el Parops Nacional &= ‘Ic:nr‘-um:z*‘c, el cuzl bajo la lov 5680
821 13 de noviembhre de 1975 fue estahlecids y es claro en su articulo §, inciso
cl en lo gue respecca 2 l2 proteccifn de 12 tortoge.

L5 pOr QamEr menCicnaris QLS eStENDE 2 sus Brdenss pATE cUAlTner acia-asiss
SUTUrE oW Jusre necesaris.  MuestrvE CEMUArERTOS &8 TrEhaic en Decs de Torrumueer
azren 2 fingles g2l mes G junio v iz mn*a"i& e imesticaziin cienffica s=

T . llewva 3 cabo haste mediados del mes & octubre. [arante esTa Epoca saris mn
ccnvaniente gue sSi-ustec & bien tuviers nos acorpaiara pars ver l1a realizacife
ge las labores que sz efsctfan direccarente en el T

M cordialments,
_ CARTEHEAN CONEERVATION CORPORATION

- e S

T /JT '

Guillermo Cruz BEalanos

GEimes
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COMISION OCEANOGRAFICA INTERGUBERNAMENTAL
ASOCIACION PARA EL CARIBE Y REGIONES ADYACENTES

INTERGOVERNMENTAL OCEANOGRAPHIC COMMISSION
ASSOCIATION FOR THE CARIBEEAN AND ADJACENT REGIONS

cable: IDOCARIHE, San José

Veour rolerrmoe:

Is reply rolar e

cfo UNDP, Apariadn 4540 TSt teldlone: 24-52-94
San Josd — Costa Ricn ;

iUy -,
SIMPOSIO DE TORTUGAS MARINAS DEL ATLANTICO m:IDEN}'AL.-{smu:r_; X
b ) £
e
od e RS ER
Marzo 14, 1982 = -
0230 a 1030 X '
LCH ' -
I enbros Presentees: - e TR
Dr. Manuel M. Murille Sr. Max Alvarado (CA EXPAESS)
Dr. Fobert R. Lankford Sr. Maxwsll Kennedy (JAPDEVA)
Sr. Frederick H. Berry Sr. Juan Rafael Gon:ile: {IDA)
Sra. Marfa Teress Koberg Sra. Victoria Calzsda (CONICIT)
Sr. Alvaro Ugslds &r. Guill=rmo Cruz {cCC)

Sr. Mario Boza

Sr. Richard Dver
or. Michzel kKays
8r. Edusrdn Srave : :
Br. Roberto Chaverwi (ICT ve
8r. Orlando Castro (CR E-{é“'-"EE] S e FEr:l.ir__-
Sr, Peter Day (WEST TRAVEL) g {vaED: Borders

Miembros auvsentes con expusass

INFORME

1. El sefor Fred Berrv relsta como se origind el STAQ, a partir
de 1975 y explica le estructura de la reunifn (diagrama adjunto).

Agracece e los mismbros del Comit# Local su particisacidn en el
Simposio y les pide su colaboracifin escecffica,

2. Se confirms EBn BsTa reunidn lo siguience:
LUGAR ¥ FECHAS DEL STAO: San Jos8, Costz Rice
Julio 17 al 23, 1983
SECE: Gran Hotel Costa Ries
RELFVION AD HIC SOSAE TORTUSAS MAAINAS Dl PACIFICO; Julio 2y 159EE,
TRANSPORTE AEREQD AESERVACIONES DE HOTEL Y -OTROS ASPECTDS GEMZRALES:

Las agencias de vizjes, COSTA AICA EXFRESS v WEST TRAVEL, tendr—an
8 Sy cargo estas mctividades para el STAD,

GIRAS ANTES ¥ DESPUES DEL STVPOSIO: COSTA RICA EXPEDITIONS s=rd
responsable por la organizacifing ejecucifn ¥y contabilidad de astas
giras, indepondicatencncze,

|



v &N
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s
4.
5.

LR ¥

1

El sefior Alvaro Ugalde informs que estard ausente del pafs por 1o
mencs durante abril y mayo, posiblemente —or mis tiempo, v salicita
S normhre en su lugar en el Comité Local al Director a.i. del Seryicig
dé Pargues Nacionales, sefior Jos# Marfa Rodriguez,

El seflar Maxwell Kennedy de JAPDEVA ofrece tentativamente el uso
de los lanchones de JAPDEVA pars colaborar en el trensporte de los
participantes en las giras antes y despufs del STAD a Tortucuers
(de Mofn 2 Tortugusro).

Esta oferta fus confirmada en horas de 1la tarde de hoy por el
Presidente Ejecutivo de JAPDEVA, Lic. Rafael Barrientos M.

El Dr. Murillo informa al Comité Local que 8ste serg comvocado
nuBvasenta a Tinales oe marzo o princicios de abril de 1983,

L




UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAINESVILLE, 32611
DEFARTMENT OF ZOOLOGY
T NARTRAM HalL
S 3E2- 1107

10 May 1983

Mr. George Balazs

Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
University of Hawall at Manoa

PO Box 1346

Coconut Taland

Eaneohe

Hawaii 96744

Dear Georga:
Many thanks for the copy of your paper on the proposed change in

Hawaiim turtle legislation. I now feel more confident in my ability
te send in a proper letter om the subject. "

We just got back from the vearly CCC meeting in Mew York. Good
meeting, Plans for the Information Kiosk at Tortuguero were presented
by Plp and Doc end Earen and Newt orated with customary brillance.

I enclose some evidence of uneasiness on the part of Billy Cruz
over events we all ought to keap our eye on.

Best regards.
Bincerely vours,
;r i

chie Carr
Graduate Research Professor

AC/gmr

EQLAL EMPLOYMERT OPFORTUNITY (AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYES




UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAINESVILLE, 22611

DEFARTMENT OF ZOOLOGY
I NAHTRAM HALL
S04 107

19 May 1983

Mr. Gaeorge Balazs

Hawail Institute of Marine Biology
University of Hawaii at Manoa

PO Box 1346

Coconut Island

Eaneohe

Hawaii 96744

Dear George:

We just returned from a meeting in Miami with Berry,
Bacon, and Dodd to iron out remaining ominous items in the
WATS protocol and agenda. Things lock a little more agree-
able. FKaren, especially, was very tough. She really
frightened the chaps. There's still a possibility that the
Limon faction will rise en masse during the audience-response
period and demand support for their petition to kill Tortuguerc
turtles and set up a farm--on the grounds that Costa Rica
is a democracy.

My child Mimi is going to be in Henolulu for a couple
of weeks with her theatre group, and wants to see a piece
of reef. Thev're going to be on the stage every day, but
Miml insists on taking snorkling gear anyway. She'll be
galling you to ask whether there is any rewarding bit of
snorkling reef within guick driving distance of town.

The subsistence-use testimony for Hawaii and Maui is
fascinating. As usual, however, one doesn't get grounds
| | for judging what a consensus of the locality represented
[ | might be. What would it be? Incidentally, what basis could
| | there be for Alika Cooper's statement that turtles have in-
| ereased in numbers? Any?

Best regards.

Singerely yours,

A¥chie Carr
Graduate Regearch Professor

AC/gmr

EQUAL EMPLOYMENT GPPORTURTY /AFFIRMATIVE ATTION EMPLOVYER



UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAIMESVILLE, 32611

DEFARTMENT QOF ZO0OLOGEY
1 AAHTRAM HALL
SE-TE 11T

19 May 1983

Dr. Jagues Fretey

Laboratorie de Zoologie

Reptiles et Poisscns

Mussum National d'Historie Naturelle
57, Rue Cuvier 75005

Paris

France

Dear Dr. Fretey:

I am writing to tell you of my appreciation of your
effective collaboraticn in assembling information to be
used in the recent CITES deliberations on proposals for
ranching green turtles in the Indian Ocean. I have been
told that your contribution was a major factor in the
constructive decisions reached at Botswana, and many
members of the Marine Turtle Group, including me, consider
themselves in your debt.

=

Sinceraly yours,

Archie Carr CIZ‘M\-

Graduate Research Professor

AC/gmr Chairman, Marine Turtle Group IUCHN
cc: G, Balazs

W. King

G. Lucas

ECUAL PMPLOYRERNT OPPIATLAMITY (AFFIRMATIVE ACTION DMPLOYER
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UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAINESVILLE, 32611

DEPARTMENT OF ZOOLOGY
230 BARTHAM HALL

30 June 1983

Biel. Eene Marquez M,
Apartado Postal 695
Hanzanillo, Col.
Mexico 28200

Dear Bene:

In answer to your letter of 17 June, I am very sorry to say
that there is no posgibility that any of us in the Turtle Group
can expect to be reimbursed by the IUCH for travel or per diem
related to the Group meeting in San Jose., We scheduled the meeting
to colncide with the WATS Symposium in order to take advantage
of the windfall of travel support for those sessions, and I see
no other source of per diem anywhere in the offing. This problem
of financing travel to meetings 1s a perennial obstacle to group
activities, and under present @conomic conditions there sesms
little hope for any improvement.

I nevertheless sincerely hope you can manage to attend the
meeting and look forward to seeing you there.

slncerely yours,

AC/gmr hie Carr
Graduate Research Professeor

AL DMPLOYMENT OPFORTURTY, AFFIRMATNE ACTION EMPLOYER



UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAINESVILLE, 3261

T T OF ZO0LOGY
DEFAﬂmh:i:l‘mEuHML s July 29, 1983
4. 3021 1477

ODr. Brian Groombridge

IUCH Species Conservation Monitoring Unit
219(c) Huntingdon Road

Cambridge CB3 ODL

United Eingdom

Dear Brian:

We have just concluded a meeting of the IUCN Marine Turtle Specialist Group ,
during which we naturally spent considerable time discussing the categories for
gea turtle status, and the new Red Data Book generally. A clear consensus
emerged that you had done a superb job of assembling information on sea turktle
biclogy, distribution, and survival prospects, and had provided a majeor service
to sea ;prtla conservation.

We also commiserated with you over your near-impessible task of conforming
to a system of single-word descriptions of the status of the different species.
This was work that would have been impossible to perform to everyone's satisfac-
tion, not only because the status of each species is too complex to describe
accurately in such simple terms, but also because the Specialist Group as a whola
iz varied in its perceptions of the survival prospects of different sea turtle
taxa. We are particularly concerned that it be made clear to any critics of the
designations that they were not unilateral judgements of your own but eXpressions
of 8 consensus of your consultants.

For future editions of the Red Data Book, it iz our firm conviction that =he
classification system should be altered to accomodate the complexities presented
by the shadings of status of these largely circumglobal species. We have Ap—
pointed a subcommittee that will elaborate the details of this system, and will
inform you of this as soon as it is ready. If our suggestion iz approved by
IUCN, we will then proceed with the £illing in of the category descriptions for
each popilation.

We also recommsnd that the flatback tuortle ba re-inserted in the next =di-
tion of the Red Data Book. Information from Australia indicates that this

specles is exposed to potential or actual stresses, and merits inclusion as much
&z gseveral other forms,

Again let me emphasize the gratitude of the members of the Group for the
important contribution to the bioclogy and conservation of sea turtles that you
have made.

Sincerely vours,

AC/gmr ﬁirchia Car e —

Chairman, IUCH/SSC Marine Turtle
Specialist Group
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UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAINESVILLE, 32611

DEPARTMENT OF 200LOGY August 3, 1983
5 BARTRAR HALL 4
B04-353-1 137

Or. Edgardo D. Gomez

Marine Sciences Center
University of the Philippines
0i liman, Quezon CIty
Fhilippines

Daar Dr, Gomez:

| am writing to ask your opinion as to the most approprlate means of
reawakening the interest of the Philippine government in our old idea of
establishing a sea turtle reserve in the Sulu Sea. Tha members of the IUCK
Marine Turtle Specialist Group are still unanimous in the belief that an
agreement betwean your government and that of Sabah creating a protected
area in the region would be a tremendous contribution to the conservation
on Chelonia, and one that would serve as a modal for international coopera-
tion in sea turtle conservation elsewhers.

At our recent Group meeting In Costa Rica this recommendation was
given high priority, and a possible source of funds to support the travel
of a representative to meet with you and Dr. Silva to plan a campaign was
identified.

If you believe this vital move might be ravived | would be extremely
grateful for your counsel.,

Sinceraly vours,

%r:hie Carr

Chairman
|UCH Marine Turtle
Specialist Group

AC/Jp
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UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAINESVILLE, 32611

DEPARTMENT OF ZOOLDGY
2IT HARTRAM HALL
504-323-1107

August 20, 1983

Ms., J. Vijavya

Madras Snake Park Trust
Deer Sanctuary

Guindy, Madras 600 022
INDIA

Dear Ms3. Vijavai

During cur recent meeting in Costa Rica, the IUCH Marine Turtle
Specialist Group authorized me to write to you to express our thanks for yalur
important efforts in monitoring the status of Indian populations of marine
turtles, and for keeping us informed. We are concerned that there is insuf-—
ficient information available from which to judge the effects of the present
levels of exploitation. We hope that vou will find ik possible to continue
your survelillance of the populations, and that you will send us ANy ce=

evaluations of the status of the pooulations that you may make from time to
time.

Meanwhile, we thank you again for your continuing efforts in the conser—
vation of the sea turtles of India.

Sincerely wvours,

e-ﬁﬂ‘f:.-u:_-- l!r_i-rL-r-»--{_ ..... .
cchie Carp, Chairman
IUOCH Marine Turtle
Specialist Group

AC/am
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UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAINESVILLE, 32611

DEFARTMENT OF Z00L0OGY
II3 BANTIAM HALL
BW-233-1107

August 20, 1983

Lic. Dalva Arosemena

Departamento del Investigacion v Evaluation Pesguera
Direccion General de Recursos Marinos

Ministerio de Cémercioc e Industria

Panama, Fepublic of Panama

Dear Lig. Arosemena:

At its recent meeting in Costa Rica, the TUCH Marine Turtle Speclalist
. Group agreed unanimously to endorse the newly formed coalition of parties
' cerned with research and conservation of marine turtles in the Easkern
Pacific. The creation of such a group will greatly reinforce the coordination
of efforts to learn more about these widely ranging gspecies, and seems cerktain
to enhance efforts to achlewve congervation and management goals.

The Marine Turtle Specialist Group offers you its suppert and cooperation
his very worthwhile endeavor. We hope that vou will keep us advized of
activities of your group.

Sincerelv vours,

"-—r-l'--'LFr_.r_q:__ g‘-’:’ﬁ--l‘.’-i

chie Carr, Chalrman
I Mapripng Turtle

Spacialist Group

BCSam

@ ppimilar Lttt oo aloe wnt f5:

ﬁﬂ.—t‘l ..lz{-t"‘ f"ﬂ_&' g -ﬁbu -'Ll._--? - f"/ﬂf;.’,f-;c,g
A pie ML A

Ny R

J@iﬁm;ﬁi P 3 TR« ﬂfﬂ.ﬂ.ﬁﬂ ,&.ﬂ-ﬂ

EdaL BMPLOYMENT QPFORTUNITY FAFFIRMATAE ACTi0N ENPFLOYIR



=]

UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAINESVILLE, 32611

DEPARTMEMNT OF ZOOLOGY
177 RARTRAN HALL

B04-332-1 107 August 22, 1983

Lic. Padro Ojeda Paullada
secretario

Secrecaria de Pesca
Av, Alvaro Obregon 269=-6° piso
Mixico 06700, D.F.

Dear Lic. Ojeda:

I am writing to ask you to consider instigating a campailgn to introduce
the newly perfected sea turtle excluder device into the shrimping industry
of your country, Mexice is, In a mannet of spesking, the sea turtle capital
of the world, with both more species and bigger aggregations than any other
country. At the present time great damage is being done to Mexican turtles
by incidental capture in shrimp trawls, After a three-vear perlod of design
and testing of aquipment to prevent this, the National Marine Fisheries
Service has produced TED - Turtle Excluder Device - which not only keeps
turtles and other large objects out of the bag of the trawl, but even appears
Eo bring about a slight inecrease in the catch of the shrimp.

HHTE nas now accepted responsibility for the tEchnnlugy tranafer that
will extend the use of this important device to other countries requesting
‘such help. A descriptive film showing TED in operation has been made and

iﬂHFS parsonnel are avallable to travel to localities where adoption of the
‘device is contemplated,

The members of the Marine Turtle Specfalist Group of SS5C/IUCK sincerely

hope that your government will consider collaborating in this extremely
important advance.

Sincerely vours,
Archie Carr
Chairman

IUCH Marine Turtle
Specialist Group
ACY ip
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" UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAIMESVILLE, 32611

DEPARTMENT OF ZOOLOGY
2 BARTRAM WALL
G038 90T

September 21, 1983

Lic. Pedro Ojeda Paullada
Secretaria de Pesca
Alvarc Obregdn 269
HMexico, D.F. 06700

Mexico

Estimado Lic. Ojeda:

I am writing to affirm the contipued intersest of the Marine Turtle Specialist
Group In the plan conceived some years ago to establish a series of Beservas
Haturalegs at localities of speclal poténtial importance to the survival of marine
turtle populations in vyour country. Howhersz else in the world are sea turtles
found in greater abundance and diversity than in Mexico. As elsewhere, howevar,
intensive exploitation has depleted the numbers of all species to the point that
thelr future importance as a2 resource is threatened, and even their survival is
in doubt. As a means of averting this sad development, theé Marine Turtla Spacialist
Group strongly endorses the proposal submitted some time age by Biol. Rene Marquas M.
but mever put intc @ffect by the necessary decrees, to crezte a svstem of sanctuaries.

The localities ac which reserves are considered most scrategically necessary are
tha following: La Escobilla, Morro Ayuta ¥ Chacahua In Oaxaca; Piedra da Tlacoyungua

in Guerrerpo; Mexigquillo, Colola and Maruata in Michoacan; and Mismalora - La Gloria
in Jalisco,

This project was urgently important whem it first was proposed to your agency
slx years ago. Today, the accelerating decline of the marine turtles in Mexico,
and of the world in general, make the proposed sanctuaries even more wital.

The members of che Marione Turecle Speclallst Group joln me 1a the hope thac you
will find it possible to implement this very worthy project.

Sincer=ly yours,

ﬁrchiﬂ Carr Aa,u\'

Chalvman
IUTCH Marine Turtla
Speclallisc Group

EQUAL EMPLOYMENT JPPCATUNTF "AFFIRMATIVE ACTION ERMPLOVER



UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
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DEPARTMENT OF Z00LOGY
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Mr, Tritsls

Minister of the Environment
Foulin Street Ho. 2

Athens, Greece

Dear My, Minister:

I have just learned that a move is afoot to begin intensive development
along 18 kilometers of the shore of Lagnas Bay on Zanté Island, one of vour
Ionian islands. This possibility fs disturbing to me, as Chalrman of tha
Marine Turtle Specialist Croup of IUCHN, because a large colony of the
threatened loggerhead turtle, Caretta caretta, perhaps the biggest in the
Mediterranean, is reported to be using that beach as its nesting ground.
With the depletion that sea turtles are suffering throughout the world and
their near extirpation from Mediterranean waters, any threat to the Zanté
Island celony 1s distressing. I am writing to urge you to use your
influence to insure against any disruption of the Lagnas Bay shores that
would interfere with the nesting of the loggerhead there.

I sincerely hope that you will be willing to intervene in this
important threat to the survival outlook of a remarksble population of
Caretta in the Mediterranean Sea,

Slacerely yours,
rchia Carc
Chalrman

IUCK Marinme Turtlae
gpeclalist Group

AC/3p
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DEFARTMENT OF Z00LOGY

UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAIMNESVILLE, 3261

233 AAATAAM HALL Decamber 13, 1983
L1107

Fresident Ferdinand E. Marcos
O0ffice of the President
Manilia

Republic of the Philippines

Dear President Marseosd

For years it has been growing increasingly more evident that the chief
hope for controlling the decline of the marine turtles of the world is
international collaboration in creating reserves and sancturaries wheraver
important areas of sea turtle habitat are located on both sides of inter-
national boundaries. Ome of the meost important such areas on earth is the
reglon of the China Sea shared by the Philippines and Sabah. Previpus staps
toward negotiating apreements for the designation of a sanctuary thera have
been made but for onme reascm or ancther they have lanpuished.

In the opinion of the members of tha Marine Turtle Spacialist Graup of
the Internastional Union for the Conservation of Nature, the creation of a

joint Philippines-Sabah Sea Turtle Sanctuary would be perhaps the most momentous

and effective move toward perpetuating a marine turtle specles that has ever
been made. Accordingly, we are hoping that vou might be willing to grant an
emissary from our group a short period of time for a brief conversation
concerning the possibllity that negotiations for the joint turtle gANCEUATY

might be reopened. T wpuld be most grateful for your consideration of this
sugpestion,

Slncerely vours,

:frchle Cary

Chairman
IDCH Marine Turcle
Specialist Group

ACS1p
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ki UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA

GAINESVILLE, 32611

DEFARTMENT OF ZOOLOGY

33 NARTRAM HALL December 23, 1983
LN

To: Members of the IUCK Marine Turtle Specialist Group
From: Anne Meylan, Agenda Officer, for A. Carrffﬁl

Regarding: Turtle conservatien issues in Senegal, Greece and the Philippines

Nicholas Mrosevsky has forwarded correspondence to Dr. Carr from A.R. Dupuy
(eaples attached) concerning problems in sea turtle conservaticn in Senegal,
Monsieur Dupuy is seeking outside assistance in making the President of Senegal
aware of the threats to marine turtles posed by the illegal internal market,
the increasing trade in polished carapaces to tourists, and the alternation of
nesting beaches through construction of hotels, Monsisur Dupuy reports that,
in spite of educational campaipns aimed at fishermen and tourists, illegal
commerce in turtle products continues and is perhaps even increasing. Letters
to the President are encouraged (correct salutation: Sen Excellence Abdou Diouf,
Président de la République du Sénegal, Présidence, Dakar, Sénegal), thanking
him for his past efforts to comserve Senegal's wildlife, and drawing his
attention to the problems that threaten sea turtle populations in Senegal today.
More rigorous enforcement of existing legislation is badly needed. A letter
from Kicholas Mrosovsky to the President is enclosed for your reference,
Monsieur Dupuy requests that coples of any correspondence to the President be

sent to him.

Other enclosures are self-explanatory.
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UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAINESVILLE, 32611

DEPARTMENT OF Z00L0OGY
370 BANTRAR MALL
BOA-353-1107

10 February 1984

Dr. Wicholas Mrosovsky

University of Toronto

Ramsay Wright Eooclogical Laboratories
25 Harbord Street

Toronto M58 1al

Ontario

Canada

Dear Micholas:

Jenny Powers tells me that you called Yesterday, asking for word of
the Gland reaction to the suggestion that the IUCN finance the Newslat—
ter. I can understand your interest, but I imagine your anxiety over the
future of the WNewsletter diminished when You heard Nat Frazer's news from
the Wider Caribbean Conference. BHe surely will have told you that he was
successful in getting promises of support from three Separate patrcons down
there.

This news has relieved a quandary for me, and I'1l tell you frankly
why. A small sum of money was recently sent here with an enclosed slip
indicating that it should go toward supporting the MNewsletter under its
new editorship. The request for help had gone to Switzerland at a tima
when all of us who attended the Tortuguero meeting were under the impres-
sion that you were going to give up the job, When you reconsidared and
decided not to do this, I was put in the position of either with-holding
money from the Newsletter, or using it in a way not authorized by the
donor. BSo the s501id new fiscal outlock for the Wewsletter was Good
news, I am returning the spot of cash and hope that the Newsletter will
92 on as now--complementary to the Specialist Group, but not organically
conjoined,

Felicitations for the Nat Prazer news.

Sincerely yours,

ACSgme Graduate Research Professor
e2: Mak Frarzer
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UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAINESVILLE, 32811

DEFARTMENT OF ZOOLAGY
223 MARTAAM HALL February 21, 1984

S04-302-1 1497

Seror Antonio Carcedo Ferrer

Director de Relaciones Internaclonales
Ministerio de la Industria Pesquera
Cuidad de la Hebana

Cuba

Estimado Senor Director:

I have just received your letter of 5 October, 1983, together with the
National Report prepared by Messrs Gonzalo Nodarse Andreu and Félix ¢. Moncada
Gavildn for the West Atlantic Turtle Symposium held in San Jose, Costa Rica
last July. We were all disappointed that this repert could not be presented
personally at the time of the symposium, but I am delighted to see it mow, and
am wondering whether you and the authors would be willing for us to send a
copy to the editors of the Symposium proceedings volume for publication there.
Pleagse let me know at your earliest convenience whether this would be
permiz=sable.

I would alao be grateful if you would give me instructions for sending
you 4 number of publications om sea turtle biclogy and conservation--ineluding
both books and pamphlets--in a way most likely to take them through Havana
customs without delay. Such shipments te correspondents in the past have
evidently failed to reach their proper destinatiom.

I was extremely gratified by your expression of interest in developing
contact between sea turtle people here and in Cuba. I can assure that we,
here, and the membership of the Marine Turtle Specialist Group, share your
wish that this might take place.

It cecurred to me that you might be interestsd in seeing a list of turtles
that have been tagged while nesting on Tortuguero Beach, at our research statien
in Costa Rica, and later recovered in Cuba by people who have returned the tags
to us. BSuch a list 1= enclosed, Our most recent return was a leatherback
(Dermochelys coriacea) tagged in 1979 and recovered last fall by a Cuban fishing
vessel near Casilda. This is a particularly interesting recapture, because
there have been only seven long-distance recoveries of this speeies in the
Caribbean. If questions concerning it or any of the other data occur to you
please let me kpnow.

Again, let me express our thanks for the interesting national report. We
will be awaiting instructions for sending publications to you and your colleagues.

8incerely yours,

rcﬂic ﬁar:%H"' .EE‘H"“?

Chairman
IUCH Marine Turtle
AC/ip Spacialist Group

Enclaosure
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Front row, kneeling, from left to right: Jacques Fretey, France;
Anne Meylan, United States; Maric Hurtade, Ecuador; Reng Miarquez,
Mexico: Peter Pritcherd, United States.

Back row, left to right: Hareld Hirth, United States; Larry Ogren,
United States; George Hughes, South Africa; George Balazs, United
States (Hawaiil): Perran Boss, United States; David Ehrenfeld,

United States: Micholas Mrosowvsky, Canada; MNjoman Sumertha Hultja,
Indonesia; Colin Limpus, Australia; Leo Brongersma, The Hetherlands;

Earen Blormdal, United States; Atrchie Carr, United States.



UMIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAINESVILLE, 32611

DEPARTMENT OF Z00LOGY

223 BARTRAM WALL February 24, 1984
$04-392-1107
To: Members, TUCH Marine Turtls Specialist Group
From: Archie Carr, Chairman ,flmﬂﬁu.u_dfu_.a.h______-
Re: Information items

The enclesed letter from Dy, Jorge Carranza Fraser indicates that the
Instituiu Necloual de la Pesca in Mexlcu has approved the rafuges for
Facific populations of sea turtles that have long been hoped for by René
Mirquez, and which were given high pricrity by the Group at our Tortuguero
meeting. This is a creative step.towards protecting Mexico's sea turtles,
and we will await word of its implementation with the greatest interest.

We have learned that Dr. Huamg Chu-Chien, our representative im China,
has translated and had published a Chinese version of the Conservation
Strategy of the World Conference on Sea Turtle Conservation. With this
translation, the document 18 now available in four langusges. This ig an
extremely important contribution that Dr. Huanp has made and I extend ta
him the Group's appreciation of his efforts.

The enclosed request from the Brevard County (Florida) Commission, for
self-regulation In beach-front lighting, is a small step forward and a
hopeful sign that county commissions have consciences. The beachss in
gouthern Brevard County are among the very best loggerhead nesting places
in the world.

A more-or-less self-explanatory letter from the Chalrman to Antomio
Carcedo Ferrer of the Cuban Ministry of Industrial Fishing goes te you
herewith for your information. Nobody could help but be delighted over
S5r. Carcedo's overtura,

Anpther enclosure is a picture that was tsken at the meeting of the
Group at Tortuguerc, Costa Rica, this past July.

AC/ip
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