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SINCE MIMETEEM HUNDRED "THE YOICE OF CONSERVATIOMN"

April 24, 1979

Dr. Archie Carr
Dept. of Zoology
University of Florida
Gainesville, F1 32611

Dear Archie:

Many thanks for your letter and the copy of your letter to
George Balazs.

I am not disappointed at all that vou do not wish to be
associated with our at-present theortical plan to maintain a
captive breeding colony of Kemp's ridley at Cayman. I personally
think it is worth doing, or I wouldn't have become involved;
but these are unquestionably politically dangerous waters,
and it is better that a few of us should test them first without
there being any kind of stampede! So your caution does not
distress me in the least.

Nevertheless, in case you think I have taken leave of my
senses or been bought off by someone sinister, let me take a
minute to explain my point of view. As a turtle conservationist
interested principally in saving species and genetic entities
rather than feeding humanity, Kemp's ridley is for me by far the
highest priority in turtle conservation. We may lose the species
completely in a few more seasons - as you and [ have been pointing
out for some time - since we have no control .. whatsoever, apart
from unenforceable laws, during the aguatic phase of the animal's
existence. I think the plan of keeping a captive breeding group
is one that will at least preserve a few of our options if in a
few years we patrol the Rancho Nuevo beach and no turtles come
ashore to nest; I prefer this to just hand-wringing and saying,
“I told you so" to MNational Marine Fisheries Service and the
shrimp industry.
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The question then becomes -one of locating a facility and staff
who are able to house and breed sea turtles., If someone other
than Cayman Turtle Farm were available, they would be my preference
for obvious political reasons; but at the present time I daon't
see who else could do the job. I don't think that we are simply
REEpin$ a few ridleys in a pen for reasons of nostalgia, watching
them die off gradually like the last passenger pigeaon. That was
certainly not my intention, and the operation will be a clear
failure if the ridleys do not breed. What is happening at the
present time, however, and what [ am afraid George Balazs is
proposing in his recent circular, is akin to the passenger pigeon
syndrome - keep some ridleys around in widely-separated facilities

i? people can see them and feel sorry for them as they gradually
dia off.

Also, the plan for the captive group is not a head-starting
exercise unless wisdom accumulating in the years to come suggests
that that is indeed worthwhile. I would personally envisage
that the eggs laid by the captive colony would, to a large degree,
be transfered to Rancho Muevo so that they could hatch and enter
the sea as naturally as possible; others might be released as
hatchlings; but whatever we do, ontions, in a limited way, will
have been preserved. When ridleys fail to appear at Rancho Nuevo,
if we do not get on with some insurance plan of this kind now,
no options will have been preserved. This way, we can keep our
captive stock until the shrimp industry is using effective excluders
- or is out of business - and then try some serious re-introduction.

The reason we decided to form a corporation to set policy
for the project is simply to ensure that the Cayman Turtle Farm -
or anyone else with potentially different or conflicting motives -
does not call the shots. It is important, for example, that we
have the right to switch the whole operation to somewhere else
if we perceive that scmeone else can do a better job.

There is a residual dangder that the project we have outlined
will be used by the Turtle Farm people to attempt to justify their
existence for access to commercial markets for their green turtle
products. This is a danger, though one that I think, on balance,
we should be willing to risk. I doubt that our at present theortical
document would have any bearing on a court of law or other body
deciding whether KMFS was within its rights in excluding them from
the United States. Certainly I would be the first to demand that the
issues be considered completely independently. But my main theme
is that turtle conservationists have been too preoccupied for too
long with commercial turtle farming, znd arguing on theortical
grounds with each other as to whether market stimulation or market
saturation would be the governing result. I have plans to try and
get some real answers to this, but meanwhile, if the turtle farming
issue diverts our attention either from Suarez and his cohorts, or
from the imminent extinction of kempi, we have not made a good
ordering of our priorities, in my opinion.



.I think we have built adequate safeguards into our plan to
prevent any divertion of attention away from saving wild kempi,
and alse to prevent the pillaging of the tiny surviving stock for
the breeding colony. My recommendation in fact is that we wtilize
one-syed and other survivors of the Galveston 1978 opperation that
are vigorous and genetically sound, but because of various injuries
not suitable for release. This seemed a good idea to most people
I talked to; we were adamant that adult turtles should not be taken

f:uﬂ Mexico, and that we would prefer not to use Mexican hatchlings
alither.

Please continue to disagree with me, Archie, as publicly as
you wish. I know ocur friendship can stand it without strain, and
it is important that the political dangers that are inherent in an
undertaking of this kind be aired and emphasized.

All be;k regards,

ra
4
P//'L‘-t;: )
eter C.H. Pritchard, Ph.D.
Vice President - Science & Research

c.c. George Balazs
Wayne King
Lea Brongersma
Perran Ross
George Hughes-
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May 18, 1979

Dr. Peter Pritchard
Florida Audubon Society
P. 0. Drawer 7
Maitland, Florida 32751

Dear Pater:

Thank you for sending me a copy of your April 24 letter to Archie putlining
your thoughts on keeping Kemp's ridleys at Cayman Island,

I was indeed sorry to see that you misconstrued my two page Kempi write-up,
particularly in view of the fact that we discussed this topic over lunch in
Washington on April 12, I am certainly not propesing, as you have suggested,
that we keep some ridleys around in widely separated facilitles so people can
see them and feel serry for them as thay gradually die off. Quite the opposite,
I am suggesting that Kempi hatchlings be distributed to a number of aquariums

at this time to establish a reserveir for future use as captive breeding stock.
The absence of sand beaches at most of the facilities is, in my opinion, not
really important at the present time because 5-10 years (or longer) will be
required for the animals to reach sexual maturity and actually need & sand
beach. When that time arrives, two options would be available.  Some facilities
might decide to construct a small artificial beach patterned after the one
successfully used by captive greens at Sea Life Park here in Hawaii, I should
point out that the cost of such an undertaking would not be exorbitant — the Sea
Life Park beach was constructed adjacent to an existing pool for less than $3,000.
The second option would be to transport (by air) selected mature turtles from
the facility in which they were reared to other facilities where beaches exist.
Yes, while the turtles are growing many people would see them and feel sorry for
the species (and, hopefully, other kinds of endangered sea turtles). In my
opinion, this would certainly be desirable. Lots of people today feel sorry for
whales, and I would personally like to see that type of ground-swell support also
develop for sea turtles,

The three main problems with housing Eempi at Cayman Turtle Farm, in my opinion,
are: 1) the highly controversial and commercial (marketing of turtles) nature of
the facility; 2) the legal implications of the pending law suit filed by Cayman
Turtle Farm against the U. §. government: and 3) the vulnerability of having all
of the future breeding stock at one facility. Incidentally, wherever the stock is
located, I do not think it should consist of one-eyed or other mutilated survivors
of the 1978 ‘Galveston project. Any plan for developing a future breeding stock
will have enough uncertainties without 8dding further to the list,

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



Dr. Peter Pritchard o May 18, 1979

In your letter to Archie, you referred to the Oviedo Statement of Intent az ean
"at present theoretical document." Does this mean that the document has not yet
been  signed by the various participants in agresmant ¥

Obviously different conservation strategies for sea turtles will continue to be set
forth, as so many have been in the past. Because we sre dealing with the survival
of species and populations, it would behoove us to make known and carefully
scrutinize each auch proposal. In this respect, I hope that you will do a write-
up for the Rewsletter describing the Cayman Kempi project. 1 sent a copy of my
short write-up to Nicholas, however, he indicated that I would have to firat check
with you before printing it because "we don't wnat to confuse people with too many
different plans."

We look forward to seeing vwou in Hawaii in late July.

Sincerely,

GEORGE H. BALAZS
Assistant Marine Biologist

GHB:ac

cc:  Archie Carr
Perran Ross
Leo Erongersma
Gaorge Hughes
Wayne King
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13 April 1979

Mr. George Balazs

Hawall Institute of Marine Biology
F.0. Box 1346

Kaneoke, Hawaii 96744

Dear George:

I enclose a copy of the Orlando kempi “agreement," typed from a Xeroxed
copy of Leo Brongersma's penscript original. As vou will see, neither Anne
as my representative, nor Perran Ross signed the paper at the meeting, and
I have not signed here subsequently —— for various reasons involving my
genge of logie and my position vis=-a=via the S50 and CCO.

Needless to say, I am not opposed to anybody assembling and forewver
maintalning a breeding stock of kempi -- providing it can be built up and
kept without bringing any sort of damage to the wild remnant of the species.
However, I don't see why a corporation is necessary to mount such an undertaking,
and I don't have the slightest confidence that such a stock would ever be of
uge in rehabilitating the species.

I sympathize with the urge to keep a pen of ridlevs. As a matter of fack,
two years ago, I told a member of the Orlando gathering about an aimless
compulesion of my own to get some ridlevs and keep them somewhere, more or
less as the last passenger pigeon was kept in the 5t. Louils Zoo till she

died of old age. That whimsy may have been the beginning of the present
exercise.

My reasons for mot putting my nsme on the present agreement are that I
gee no polnt in signing a document that would have legal power 1f any
litigation affecting turtle farming should arise; or in my joining in a
move that would Imevitably spresd the ethereal hope that the ridlew
could be restored from captive sources. If I had faith in the possibility
of replacing the lost natural population of kempi with pen reared turtlas
I might poesibly try toc supprese other misgivings and sign the paper; hut
I gimply don't have that faith. You know the weakness of the head-starting
rationale s well ag I. Restocking from captive stock is merely a self-
sustaining excercise in head-starting.

I1'11 be interested in hearing vour reaction to all this.

Sincerely yoursg,

= t...-l'-j_"_'_____-

Graduate Research Professor

ERUaAL EMPLEYMHENT QFFORTUMITY /AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLSYER



STATEMENT OF INTENT

To whom it may concerm:
Recognizing the vital importance of the current and ongoing efforts
by the Departamento de Pesca, Mexico, to restore and perpetuate the only

known breeding colony of the endangered Kemp's Ridley Turtle (Lepidochelys

kempi [Garman]) and motivated by the desire to assist this laudable effort
in every possible way, acknowledging the essential approval and cooperation
of Mexico, we are agreed that It appears deslrable at this time to estab-
ITsh a captive breeding colony of Kemp's Ridley Turtle to ensure preserva-
tion of this genetic entity, if efforts to preserve the species in the wild
should fail. Alsc the establishment of this captive colony should in no
way lessen the vigour of the efforts to preserve the specles Tn the wild,

We are agreed that Cayman Turtle Farm Ltd. facilities with its existing
scientific and technical personnel appear to offer the best prospects at
this time, for the housing of this captive colony,

We are agreed that this coleny should not be drawn from the Mexican
adult turtles, but that this stock should be derived from existing aquarium
spacimens, acclidentally caught individuals, and/or Individuals from the 1978
hatch currently in the hands ©f the U.5. National Marine Flsheries Service.

We are agreed that the management of the captive colony should be
gulded by a non-profit corporation dedicated to the propagation of the
species, which shall establish overall pellicies for the colony in accordance

With technical advice by the scientific director of Cayman Turtle Farm Ltd,



This corporation shall be managed by a board of directors, which shall as

a minimum Include the Chief of the Macional Sea Turtle Project of the Mexican
Instituto Nacional de Pesca, Mexico, as an ex-officio member, as well as
representatives of major non-governmental conservation organizatiens., It is
consldered important that the corporation shall have the endorsement of the
bodies represented by the individual directors. The number of individual
Ridleys kept by Cayman Turtle Farm Ltd, shall be mutually agreed upen by
Cayman Turtle Farm Ltd, and the board of directors. This stock will be held
in trust for the corporation only for propagation of the species. The sole
intent of the signatories of this agreement, the proposed corporation, and
its described activities is the safeguarding and augmentation of the species
in its natural, wild state and no animals shall be disposed of for any other
ultimate purposas.

We are agreed that the services provided for this purpese by Cayman
Turtle Farm Ltd. shall not be utilized for promotional purpeses, but that
apen channels of communication with all concerned scientists shall be main-
tained.

We are agreed that the costs of maintaining the initial captive stock
for at least the first year of operation shall be arranged by Cayman Turtle
Farm Ltd., and that subsequently, when the incremental costs of housing and
maintaining those animals have been determined, discussions will be entered
into for subsequent funding,

The actual investigations of the mechanics of this agreement shall be
pursuved by Prof. L. D. Brongersma, London, and Dr. P. C. H. Pritchard, Oviedo,
Florida.

Orlando, Florida, U.5.A., Aprlil 7, 1979.



Signers:

Prof. L. D. Brongersma
br. P. €, H. Pritchard
Praf. L. Ehrhart

Prof. H. Mrosovsky

br. J. Mittag

Or. R. Marguez Hillan

Dr, G, H. Hughes
Ross Witham
Prof. J. R. Hendrickson

br. J. R. Wood

Herr Dr. Mittag (cannot read initial)



E"'P INIVERSITY OF FLORIDA

GAINESVILLE, 32811

DEPARTMENT OF ZoOLOGY
227 BARTAAM HALL
BO4-3932-0 167 10 March 1979

Foreign and Commonwealth OEfice
Dovming Street

London BSW1 A ZAL

U.EK.

Gentlemen:

I am writing with regard to the controversial issue of development
of tourism on Ascension Islamd, im the South Atlantic Oceam., I lived om
Ascenglon for 16 months while studying the green turtle nesting colony
there as the tople of my doctoral dissertation. In a previous letter to
you (zee enclosed 1&1;;,3: 3 I Exp_la;l.ned why I feel that the deve_;l.qpm_e_nt of
tourism on the islandfwould be extremely harmful to-the sea turtles.) I
still think that protection of an endangered species, especially one as
large, economically valuable, and unique as the green turtle, should in
itself be reason epough to limit commercial development of an area.
However, aside from these more esoteric conservationist arguments againat
development, there remains the pragmatic gquestion of whether the devalop-
ment of tourism on Ascension is in fact an economically wiable proposition,

I understand that many people szee the climate, unlque tervaln, plctur=-
esque beaches, and diving opportunities as strong drawing cards for a
tourist center there. In the following pages, I give some arguments why
this attitude is Talsely optimistic. During the time I spent on the island
I hiked extensively over its landscape. I also logged approximately 100
diveg, and thus am personally familiar with diving conditions around the
island. fOverall, it is my opinion that the island does not have many
matural assets that would be of interest to the average tourist, consldering
the expenses that a visit to the island would entail. The_asgsets that dt
‘does have, such as the/magnificant nesting sea turtle colomy,| will be
gseriously threatened b¥ Iarge scale tourist development of the island.

Flease do what wou' can to halt this scheme.

i d
X, 1€ ko [ Respectfully yours,

o~ v
A AT

Jeanne A. MHortimer
Doctoral Candidate

3 enclosures

EQuiky, EWMPLOYVMEMT OFPORTUNITY /AFFIAMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER
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THE UNATTRACTIVE FEATURES OF, ASCENSION ISLAND

People have already said much about the attractive aspects of
Ascension Island. Personally, I am very fond of the place., However, I
feel it would be in the best interests of Ascension, its population, and
others concerned, if people were also made aware of its negative attributes,
before any drastic action is taken towards large scale development of it as
a tourist resort area. Below I list some of the reasons why I feel that
gauch a wenture would be doomed to failure.
1) Swimming

Although the sand beaches of the island are all picturesque, none of
them can be considered really safe for swimming. There is quite a steep
drop off very near shore, making the beaches unsuitable for wading. Further-
more, because there is no continental shelf, all sides of the island are
subject to huge waves, locally called "rollers" which arrive without warning.
There are records of drownings and near drownings of Ascension bathers

caught by these freak waves.

2) SCUBA Diving
SCUBA diving is dangerous for the same reasons swimming is. Although

no SCUBA divers have yet been killed, there have been countless injuries
and a number of near fatalitles. Diving from the sand beaches tends to be
uninteresting because of the dearth of fauna associated with the sandy
bottom. Although the fauna encountered when diving off the rocky shores is
somewhat more interesting, the entries and exits can be downright treacherous.
“~Mater clarity at Ascension is generally poor. In winter, July to October,
there is an upwelling of cool nutrient-rich antarctic waters heawvily laden
with plankton, which sometimes decreases visibility to less tham ten feet.
Summer, December to April, is "roller" season. The rollers mot only mske
diving dangercus, but algo decrease water clarity. Although the marine life
of Ascension is intriguing te & sclentist, to the average tourist it prob-
ably wo t be. There are no plants te be seen because they are comsumed
by the insense schools of voracious blackfish which are in abundance every-
where, There are no coral reef formations. Even the fish fauna is depauperate /
in terms of vardety, and most of the fish specles present are drabbly colored.
There is only a small population of divere now on the island. However, the

two favorite speclies of food animals, the "bulls-eye" fish and the lobster,



- Fla

have already been seriously depleted. Although they were at one time very

abundant, they are now scarce. Thus, it seems evident that the inshore

fauna will not tolerate the pressure of large numbers of tourists spearfishing.
Moray eels comprising several species, are very abundant, and are a

constant source of annoyance, for they are known to emerge from rock

erevices and bite divers without provocation. The eels are particularly

dangerous when divers are spearing fish, and have inflicted serious gashes

requiring more than 30 stitches to close. During most of the year, sharks

are regularly encountered in both deep and shallow waters all around the lslaqd:_}

3) Bird watching

Although Ascension possesses a biologically interesting population of
sea birds, it Is doubtful that the seabirds of the island are spectacular
enough to draw tourists to the island. The only seabird that breeds conspicuous=-
ly on the main Tsland is the Sooty Tern (or Widewake) whose nesting aggregations _
make them very vulnerable to human disturbance. In any case, one need not |
go all the way to Ascension to see Widewakes. Large nesting colonies can also be !
found at several places in the Caribbean, the Persian Gulf, the Pacific
Ocean, and the Indian Ocean. The other/ten speclies of Ascension lsland
seabirds can only be found nesting In any numbers on Boatswaln Bird Izland,
which measures 275 meters across, and is located just northeast of the }
main Island. Boatswaln Bird is a plateau, with sheer cliffs dropping precipi-
tously to the sea on all sides, from an elevation of about 100 meters. The
birds live primarily at the higher elevations, and are not easily v1awéd
from a boat at water level; nor are they clearly visible from any point
on the main island, 350 meters away. To bring tourists onto the rock
would be destructive to the bird colonies nesting there, and at the same
time very dangerous for the tourists.
k) Hiking

Except where trees have been planted on the top of Green Mountain and
in the villages, there are no trees on the island. There Is no fresh water.
The 1=z e stark, hot, dry and rugged. The volcanlc formations are
striking but forbidding in appearance. Many people describe the island
as & "bloody slag heap" and do not find hiking over jagged lava, In the

blazing sun, zppealing. Unlike such attractive volcanic landscapes as

those of the Galapagos Islandy which possess a fascinating endemic flora
and fauna, Ascension has only a very depauperate terrestrial biota. During

a day-long hike in the lowland regions of the island, one will be fortunate




to gsee a8 few land crabs scurrying across the lava or some seabirds im the
distant sky.
5) The Amenities of Civilization

All materials for the construction of hotels or other facilities

constructed on the island, will have to be transported to Ascension by

ship or alr. Obviously, this will be costly. Fresh water used by tourists
on the island must be distilled from ses water. In wiew of the fact that
swinming in the ocean would be ill-advised for the average tourist, swimming
pools will probably have to be constructed. For a large scale tourist
industry, electricity will of course have to be produced in large amounts.
If the tourists expect to be served fresh fruit, vegetables and milk, new
arrangements for the procurement of these items will he required. At the
present time, such food is not available to the resident population through
the HAAFI shops.

In summary, it would appear that the entertainment snd ammenities
available on Ascension will oot be gufficlent incentive to tourists to make
them willing to pay the exhorbitant prices necessary to maintain them on
the island.

-
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TOURLSI.

A PERSONAL VIEW IR Fheasenty Jaas, I

lHewby,
Searberough, North Yorkehire,

3rd January, 1979.
Doar Editor, I

Having subscribed to The Islander prior to my departure from Ascension
last April, I look forward to receiving copies at periodiec intervals.
Having received another set just before Christmas, I have only now found
the time to read them all.

No 379, dated 27th October, with & lesder on 'Tourism: Friend or Foe?!
| mekea very interesting rending indeed. J mssume that it ie a factual
article and not a very droll send up!

Having spent a year on Ascension with my family, and beilng whnt one
could call an avid tourist, may | pase a few comments on the proepsct of
tourism on Ascension.

Before the first charter flight of tourists departs from wheraver may
be in mind - the UK, the Btates, South Africa = let us consider the
expense that one or mere bockers will have to face, T asoume thot the twe
agents who visited Ascension wore piven sll the facte and do not doubt for
one minute that -~verything of interest was shown to them.

For the first hotel, we would have to irport on to the Iosland everys=
thing from cement, bricke, wood, plaster, plass, naint, doors and so on
for the construction; then all the itemp that furnich a hotel, including
double beds (which must be s luxury for Ascension), On top of that, thers
iz the expense of a swimming pool, which nresents mn obstacle: can the
Beeb's desalination plants cope with the ndded water demand, or will new
nlants have to be installed for the initial hotel? Also, electricity =-
from the Power House to One jicat is the island feeder, which splits at
Une Doal for Georpetown, Iwo loats and the rarth Stntion. Will a hotel be
fed off that line, or is the hotel trade to be fed with & separate supply.
1lf so, then this will alone cost & small fortune,

Asouming thot we have a hotel on Aiscencion, what about food? For the
cetimated cost of (quote) 'E350 in =211 for 14 days', one would assume that
fresh food would be available to LtYe tourist as lollows: fresh milk, freeh
eggs, fresh frult, fresh veg and fresh meat. The year thot I wes thers
with my family, the choice of fresh foods left a lot to be desired, This
was npparent by the orders that wore Flaced tlirough me for the R.A.T. to
Aring dewn on the C1308 on their training runs to Ascension,

Whit has Ascensien to ofler the would=be tourist? 1f one is any or all
of the following, then Ascension offers a lot (At specific times of Lhe
year): Qrnithologist, Merine Biclogist, Geologist, Scuba Diver, Figherman,
dut to the normal sun-seeking tourist, which is 99.9% of touriste Lodny, {
Ascension offers very little indeed. Thére are mo beaches that can be
classed as 100% safe to swim from, there sre no taxis, no buses, no hire :
cars., There is no indigenous population, no there ins me loeal entertsi ;
to be had, T do not sgree with the etatement (quole) 'there ir no pers
ly settled populntion to be disrupted or sntagonieed'. In all tourist P
wherever they may be' in the world, tourism depends to a large extent on £
local populstion for steffing and, moet of gll, entertainment of a loc:l
neture, Do the hotelg remain resident only? 1 Know from experience as Tuo
Boate Entertsinmente Member that it was a hell of @ job to hold a private
function in the Club for members only, without being inundated with gate-
crashers in flip-flops, jeanc and jaws tee shirts, e anly way it wnse
able to hold g private function wag to have the police in attendance. Funny,
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TOURISM - A Fersonal View, continued from page 7.
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when one thinks about it, but the Lxiles mever Juring By tour hed any of I
these problems.

One point that I forgot to mention with regerd to fresh food: if the
hotels raceive fresh food, does it alsec become available through the NAAFI
to the resident populatlion? |

Having been to mest holiday resorts in Europe ~i.8.1 Mallorca, thres
timesy Spain, three timesy South of France, twicej San Remo and Naples in
Italy; Greecey Turkey, both the South and Istanbuly Malta, three timesy
and having been on Cyprus for four years with the P,.5.A, (Cypruas belng the
bast island this side of the Atlantic for m tourist holiday, bar none) -

I think there are & lot more places that, for the outlay of £350 for 1k
days, give far better value than Ascension: the Stateas, West Indies, Aus-
tralia (from February 1st, £324 return), If all the Brits were asked to
spend £350 for 14 days on Ascension, how many that are there now would
honestly even coneider it? In fact, if most were asked where Ascenslon was,
how many would know 1f they were not working there? For the Orit on
Ascension, doing his two orwhatever years tour, everything is peaches and
cream. I paid tax when I was there and found it to be the most pxpenslive
place I have ever been to, whether it was as a tourist or to work. For the
CiW ataff and the Beeb on tax-free salaries 1t makes tco & 16t easler livingd

I completely agree with Brian Joshua that the future for the 5t Helenian
must be considered, just in case one or more of the organisations withdraws
from Ascension, but I do not think TOURISM is the answer,

is & very good friend of mine in the R.A.F., who ham been te Ascenslon
a lot of times in the last 10-15 years, said, Ascension is one hell of m
night stop but nothing else, 1 tend to agree with himy my year on Ascension
was one of monotony with no varistions or choicea, When F,.5.A, were there,
Ascensicn was the shortest accompanied tour we have, and that answers it
all for me. - -

Sorry folks but |'Ascension is for the birds and turtles'.

Piuuru sinceraly,
P.J.B.Waller,

m— -ty s = e e = _— = T
Fi -
Just Passing Through
INCA'ALLAH (which means "If (iod Willa' in arahielis ropictered in ilanlen,
. France, and is owned by ilain iigot and Judith !‘trauss. They've bern working
Ltheir way down the went const of “frien [lor rnoue Lime, havim: ncoct oot Crom
matardam in June 197%,. Their 30ft, intch=built stoel ketch (bought in
tirdgby,ilh) in crewed by Jdeelle trapon, {nncal Jene aml lHupgues de Jillccot.
buring 173 they chortered the bont in Jritlany, and Lhen worked as divers
in the Usnney lslands, moving on to the ope Verde Iolonds in Jdune 1974,
Frow nupunt 197h to leotember 14977, they worked nm journslicte in lokar,

veneral, while piving the bosat o compdeodle overbaul,

iooving along the‘connt, Ehey reached Bibresille in Giobon in llovember 179727
where Lhoy obnyed untll Loagt roembhnr. rw Yeprtn ove wan speenk o An Lome,
Yopo, [rom where they net oul Le wscension on Junuary “ith,

rpom hero, they bave hended ofl Tor .nlvador de Nehis in Urazil, hoping

to arrive in time tor the charnivoals ofter seversl monlhes In lrezil, they'll
be heamiing on for Lhe urst Lndies, tirouph innoma nnd into the Incific.

I'hey enjoyed Lhedir short stny hero very much, pvorrybody having been very
ilensant nnd helpful to Lhemt in pariiecslar, they'd like to Lhonk Jan and
1411 wnller for Lheir hoopitalily.













UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, SANTA CRUZ'

BEREELEY * DAVIS = IRVINE * LOS ANGELES + HIVERSIDE + SAN DIECHD # AN FILANCIRO BANTA BARBARA * SANTA CRUZ

MVIEION OF NATURAL EBCIENCES " EANTA CHEUR, CALIFORNIA 25004
APFLIED SCIENCES BUILDHNG
4 ppril 1979

Dear Dr. Balazs,

I was told that you might be able to give me some information
regarding green sea turtles breedng in the Prench Frigate Shoals
and in the South Pacific. I'm presently doing graduate work with
Dr. Burney Le Boeuf at UC Santa Cruz in California. I'd like to
do a behavioral study on green turtles(my doctoral thesis) which
would involve marking male and female turtlas and making under-
water observations. I'm interested in the mating system and social
structure during breeding, and reproductive strategies of individual
males and females. (As far as I know, the only other study dealing
specifically with mating behavior is that of Booth and Peters (1972)
in Australia. Bill Rainey and others seam to think that my methods
will yield some productive results, so I'm becoming increasingly
hopeful that the study will work out.

One of my (many) problems concerns finding an appropriate
study site. My main considerations in choosing a study area are

that the ' <] EW%EWB and
that the area is relatively free of human ance. I was think-

ing about Whale-skate island in the French Frigate Shoals as a
potential study area and thought you might be able to provide me
with some details concerning this island. Have you ever done any
tagging and/or censusing of animals in the F.F. Shoals? Can you
briefly tell me: approximately how many animals breed on Whale-skate
island; is the water clear and relatively shallow; are there any
facilities nearby such as a compressor for filling SCUBR tanks?
In general, what do you think of this area as a study site?
I'm also considering Aves Island in the Caribbean and possibly
Rose Atoll or Western Samoca as potential study areas. I also
haven't the slightest idea if work in the South Pacific would be
ractical:; if you have any suggestions regarding a suitable study
e in the South Pacific, I would appreciate your ideas very much.
It's always difficult to get started on a project like this,
with all the unfamiliar logistic problems, so I'd be most grateful
for your thoughts about these potential study locations, since you
study green turtles in these areas.
Thanks for your opinion and helpl

Sincerely,
Marianne Riedman
Coastal Marine Lab, UCSC

phit: (408) 335-2207 (home)
(408) 429-2845 (message w/ Dr. Le Boeuf)



"':f DEPARTMENT OF ZOOLOGY
' - pateJonll Time
For Qﬁ%& - ﬁw&%
e (i nels —=
Miss 5% woe cowadl  nafs wﬂh
of _\ffm\ L2 i [T Was In
T_E.r‘m Jnuphumd

ﬂ Please call. Y¥o. is

£ T Beturned your call. Li_&{ —Lfi-:-h
Taken by




e ————

(L% 2 G :gf— gﬁthﬂkﬂ
arE'hféiléﬁlﬁ tn"huallffzsbg?ﬂﬁh ts

the staff. Such assistantships rarely

had an opportunity to assess the
nd and working conditions are similar

S

tiences

L TF] ~F i %
i one grant pér year from the Mational
upport doctoral candidates under-
‘ishery biology, Crdinarily, the
lidate who has Spent at least ona year __
waii. This grant includes a Etipend,
itudent _witlh children, a dependents'.



-

Weak 1 Jan, 23
25

Week 2 30
Fab., 1

Heal 3 Et E
8

Veak & 13
15

Veak 5 20
22

Week & 27
Mer. 1

Weak 7 [
B

Weak 8 13
15

Weak O 20
22

Wezk 10 ﬂ?‘l'- 3
5

Weak 11 10
12

Week 12 17
19

Week 13 25
25

Week 14 May 1
. 3
Week 15 8

qﬂﬂfag_, Emﬂy_&_s

Zoology 200 - MARINE RIOLOGY

Tentative Class Scheduls (Spring 1979)

Llhnratgggjgg!: 361)

Introductory remarke and
Plate tectonics mowvia

Lectures 355

Introduction = Marins
Envirvonment
Tidea, currents

Reaf Invertebrates

Algae (J.
Phytop !‘:ndm:tiﬂty

Zooplankton .
Intertidal I -

Mid Term I i
Intertidal II .

Haweliisn estuarine & brackish
watars 15= Brock)
Boft sadiment comsaxmities

Coral reafa 1
Coral reefs II

Coral Reaf Ecology
Ecology of Resf Fish (R. Broct)

Fish (& movies)
Wd Term II

SPRING RECESE (March 26-31)

Turtlee (G. Balags

Birds A. Ber

Marine Marmals {E C. Vaitcow)
Deap =sas 2

Follutiom (8.V. Edl:h:l
Polluwtion

Aquaculture (M.E, Lindenfalser)
Fisherles (R. Ferraris)

Aguacnlrcura -
Drilization of Mar. Bnnu.rm

Review lectume

PINAL EXAM May 15th  _

Lab 7T., Th. 1:30-4:20

Field Trip t: H.I.M.B., Kaneche

Semwecds , Identification
gnd pressed samples

Plankton
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Henaums

Band samples =nd
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Hovie "Cloud over a
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Bquacolture lab
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ZOOLOCY 200 - Marina Biology Reading Schedule

Text - Introduction to Marioe Biolopy
by Bayard MeCommaughay

Vesk 1 Chaptere 1, 2, 3, 19 snd browse through Ch. 20,
Week 2 Chapter &

Wesk 3 Chapter 7 (to pase 104), 5, &

Heek & Chaptar B, 9, 10 and pp. 104~108

Wesk 5 Chapter 12, (pp. 233-278)

Heek 6 Chapter 13 (to page 315)

Week 7 Chapter 12 (pp. 216-232)

Week B Chapter 11 and Hobson's paperd

Heek 9 " " "

Heak 10 Chapter 14 (pp. 323-338)

Veak 11 Chapter 14 (pp. 339-351)

Weak 12 Chapter 22 (pp. 461-471 and pp. &23-426)
Veek 13 Chapter 21, Chapter 20 (pp. 442-444)
Week 14 Chapter 22 (pp. 453-461)

Week 15 Review for final exew

®*Hobson, E. 1975, Feading patteros smong tropical reef fish.
Americen Sclentist 63:382-392.
Tou will be givan a copy of chis papar to raad.



PLANETON

Newell, G. E. and B. C. Newsll. Marine Plenkton. A Fractiecal Guide.
Smith, De Boyd L. A CGuide to Marine Coastal Flankton. 82 pp.
Thorsom, G. 1971. Life in the Ses. HeGraw Hill Bock Co., N. Y.
DEEF SEA BIOLOGY

Hemgen, B. C. and C. Hollister. 1971. The Face of the Desp. Oxford
Univ. Press. 659 pp.

Ihu' ﬂlﬂ Pl 1““. n}"l- h f-':'_u ﬁl-. llll- Tn 3!-1 “l

Marshell, H. B. 1954. Aspects of Deap Sea Blaology. Fhilosophical
L:l.lrl.'lr_!'. H: Ts :

Menziss, B. J, R. George, and C. Rowe. 1973, Abysszal Enviromment aud
Ecolegy of tha World Ocemms. Wiley Interscience. 488 pp.

Bames, R. D. Imvertabrate Zoology. W. B. Ssunders Co. 3rd edictiom,
B70 pp. 1974.

Edmondsom, C. H. 1945. Esaf snd Shora Femuna of Hewsii.

Meglitesch, P. A. Imnvertebrata Zoology. Oxford Univeraity Fress 1967
Second editiom dus out. 1972.

Tinkar. Pacifie Crustaces. 1965.
FIEHR

Gosline, W. A. end V. E. Brock. 1960. Handbook of Haweilsn Fishes.
University Hawsii Press, Honolulu. IX + 372 pp.

Hobson, T. snd E. Chave. Hewsiisn Reaf Fishes.
OTHER MARINE VERTEBRATES

Berger, A. J. 1974. Hswaiisn Birdlife.
Carr, A, So excellant a fish. (Sea turties)
ZOCGCEOGRAFHY

Ekmen, 8. 1967. Zoogeography of tha Ser. BSedgwick and Jacksoo, London.



Befevences - p. 2

Bardsch, J. E. 1972. Aquaculture: The Farming and Husbandry of
Frashwater and Marioe Organisms. John Wiley and SBons, Ime. 8659 pp.

Bolt, J. 5. 1969. Food resources of the ccemn. Scientific smerican
Sept. 178-199.

Royoe, W. F. 1972. Introduction to the Fishary Scimces. Acad. Fresa.
351 pp.

POLLUTION AND ECOLOGY

Boughey, A. 8. 1971, Mm and the Environment. An introduction to
human ecology and evolutiom. MacMillmn Co. 472.pp.

Carvall, ¥, and M. Tadlock. 1971. It's Not Too Lats. GClencos Press.
312 pp.

Jokiel, P. L. snd 5. L. Coles 1974. Effects of heated effluent on
harmatypic corals. Pacific Science _EI:IJ; 1-18.

Turk, A., J. Turk amd J. Wittes. 1972. Ecology Follutios Eovirooment.
'I ‘I m 'ml u? wi



April 16, 1979

Mr. George H. Balazs

Hawail Institute of Marine Biology
Fo Q. Box 1346; Coconut Island
Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744

Dear Mr. Balazs:

I am responding to your recent letter regquesting a copy of a
report by Dr. John Hendrickson dealing with scute material of various
species of sea turtles.

I am sorry to report that I am not familiar with the report,
nor with Dr. Hendrickson. We do have a small wildlife program which
has been involved with sea turtle protection issues. It is possible
that Michael Bean, EDF's Wildlife Program Chairman, may be acguainted
with this report or its author. However, Mr. Bean is out of the
country until April 23rd. Upon his return, I will certainly inguire
and notify you if we can supply any information.

I regret this office cannot be of more direct assistance in
this matter.

Sincerely,

=y 2
S it i

(Ms.) Sherrard Coleman
Wildlife Program Monltor

sc/

Environmental Defense Fund, 1525 18th Sireet NW, Washington, DC 20036 (202) 833-1484

CFRCES M) MEW TORK, MY (MATHOMAL HEADGUARTERS) WhSHINGTOM, OC,; SERKELEY, CA; DEMVER 0

Ko RECYCLED Saied



Editorinl offices: 235 E. Michigon  Milwoskes, 'Win 53301 Phone: 414720700888
Fublicobeara of the Mohoncd WildiiSs Fedarnbc
Internationzal

17. April 1979

George H. Balazs

Hawall Institute of Marine Bilology
University of Hawaili at Manea

PO Box 1346

Coconut Island

Kaneohe, HI g6TLL

Depr Dr. Balazs:

Thanks very much for the comments
and information regarding our green
turtle plece. The l1ssue should be
avallable to us 1n late June; I'll
send you a copy at this time.

Sincerely,

?&ﬁﬁwmdﬁ.

Fosanne Hallowell
dzagistant Edltor
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ATTESTION ME RIEN IN
Conmualcotonn |mesididands Hil§ EoThegoma] t l

esase gend me the "Preliminary
Report on the hawkebill in Indo-
pesis etc," Travelling scon to
Malaysia and Singapore I expect
to find it useful.

Sincerely,
9294-1:,? A —

BEMGT SJOGREN
Hamlarsekahius
g - M0+ VEBEADD
Srauihn



United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL FISH AND WILDLIFE LABORATORY
Department of Biology
Lrnivarsity of Mew Maexico
buguergue, Mew Mexico 87131 Telephone 506 2775340
Department of Zoology
San Diego State University
San Diego, Califernias 92182

September 21, 1978

Mr, George Balass ﬂi%fc/?qhg

Hawali Institute of Marine Bioclogy
P. 0. Box 136
Eaneche, Hawaii 967LL

Dear Mr. Balazs:

Please send me a copy of "A Preliminary Report on the Hawksbill
turtle {lrutmuuhg}x: imbricata) in Indonesia, Phillipines, Malaysia
and 3ingapore. am enclosing a money order for the report for $8.00,
If this is not the correct amount for the publication, plesse advise
me. Flease send to the San Dlego address.

Sincerely yours,
0 D

. X
== ____.'n. | F -:,_II;I ,T':_"'“':".I

e PV
Thomag H. Fritts
THF :pre

Enolosure
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. f . Ray Clare
dosked o fu 943 florth Alfred ST,#9

A : Los Angeles, Calfornia
90068

B. H. Balazs

Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology

f5ea Grant

Dear Mr. Balazs,

I was interested in your photograph of the monk seal and green sea turtle
which appeared in lational Wildlife (Feb./Mar,1979:16). Iwould like to

purchase a similar photograph 1t you have one; an internegative to ¥
reproduce in a book I am preparing on the northeast coast of the Yucatan'
Peninsula, Literary accounts allude to the co-habitation of the speciea
ontlsla Mujeres in former times, though the Carribbean monk is now extir-
pated.

Sincereaﬂy

Ray Clare



Febuary 9, 1979

Ray Clare

949 North Alfred 5T.#9
Los Angeles, Calfornia
90068

B. H. Balazs
Hawaii Institute of Marine EBioloqy
/Sea Grant

Dear Mr. Balazs,

I was interested in your photograph of the monk seal and green sea turtle
which appeared in Hational Wildlife (Feb./Mar,1979:16). Iwould like to
purchase a similar photograph 17 you have one; an internegative to
reproduce in a book T am preparing on the northeast coast of the Yucatan
Peninsula, Literary accounts allude to the co-habitation of the speciea
on Isla Mujeres in former times, though the Carribbean monk is now extir-
pated,

Sincerely,

oA~

Ray Clare




UNIVERSITY OF HAWAIL

Pacific Biomedical Research Center

May 8, 1978

Mr. Ray Clarke
949 N. Alfred Street #9
Los Angelas, CA 90069

Dear Mr. Clarka:

Thank you for your letter. 1T was particularly interested in your
remarks on the religlous significance of basking. I have not
published anything on the turtle yet, as I have not been working

on thelr basking behavior for very long. I am, in fact, collaborating
with George E. Balazs of the Hawaii Institute of Harine FEiology,
University of Hawaii. While I am interested in a number of problems
in the thermal ecology of several specles of animals, George is
spacifically interested in turtles and knows a great deal more

about them than I do, I suggest that you write to him.

I have a paper in press on the Monk Seal; I shall send you a reprint
when they become available. I don't have any black and white prints
of Monk Seals; I could have one made from a color slide. Whers will
your manuscript be published?

c; r::-.r&l:r, b '

G. Causey Whittow
Professor of Physiology

Fawalp Mapine Taboeatery - 41 Ahwi Boreet - Honoluln, Hewsil BesLE
An Fqual Dpgorinnily Evmploper
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& 1979 anNuAL MEETING
AMERICAN SOCIETY OF ZOOLOGISTS

SOCIETY OF SYSTEMATIC IOOLOGY

DECEMBER 27-30 HOLIDAY INN HOTEL AND CONVENTION CENTER
RATES: $19.00 SINGLE ROOMS, $24.00 DOUBLE ROOMS

ADVANCE REGISTRATION - $25.00 REGULAR AND
,,,Mf‘f $12.50 GRADUATE STUDENT

ﬂ’{ff{ CALL FOR CONTRIBUTED PAPERS:
mmﬁg ﬂ,,,(( ABSTRACT @ADLIMWLH%W
CELL VOLUME REGULATION
;ﬁm PHYSI0LOGY OF THE AVIAN EGG
IMMUNOLOGICAL MEMORY
DEVELOPMENTAL BIOLOGY OF FISHES
SOCIAL SIGNALS - COMPARATIVE AND ENDOCRINE APPROACHES
£~"BEHAVIORAL AND REPRODUCTIVE BIOLOGY OF SEA TURTLES
SYSTEMATICS - ECOLOGY INTERFACE

LIFE HISTORY STRATEGIES OF MARINE ORGANISMS

APPLICABILITY OF FUNCTIONAL MORPHOLOGY TO THE
CONSTRUCTION OF CLASSIFICATIONS AND PHYLOGENIES

ANALYSIS OF FORM

COMMERCIAL EXHIBITS

JOB PLACEMEMT SERYICE
BABYSITTING SERVICE

SOCIALS

RECEPTION & LUNCHEOW
FOR PREJIDEMTIAL ADDRESS
ALL - PARTICIPANT PARTY

DIVISIONAL CASH BAR SOCIALS

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
M5. MARY WILEY, AMERICAM SOCIETY OF ZOOLOGISTS
BOX 2739 CALIFORMIA LUTHERAM COLLEG E, THOUSAMD DAKS, CALIFORMIA ©1340
TELEPHONE (805) £92-405%
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SINCGE MINETEEN HUNDRED

April 9, 1979

George Balazs

University of Hawaii at Manoa
PO Box 1346

Coconut Island

Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744

Dear George:

"“THE VOICE OF CONSERVATION"

Many thanks for your letter and report. It was a pleasure to

see you in San Jose,

I am glad you were able to visit the Galveston lab. I too was
concerned about the uniformity of the hatchling diet, but apparently
the little turtles adjusted immediately to dead fish in Miami, and also
chased live fish mercilessly unti] they caught and consumed them at
Galveston, so I am not concerned that they would not be able to feed
in the wild. Their major problem is that they are such aggressive
feeders that they chomp down on each other all the time! - hence the
isolation in plastic buckets. I also watched the released turtles
carefully for evidence of habituation to people or inappropriate
responses., There was some variation in behavior, and several (about
seven, I think) of the released animals have washed up on shore in
various places. But the majority seemed to swim away vigorously and to
show appropriate flight and diving responses when approached closely
by the boat, so things should not be too bad. The procedure is certainly
not proven, and will need to be constantly improved, but I think we

are on the right lines.

Regarding your "additional strategy" paper, I have a few comments.

I agree that something must be done in case the wild population slips
into oblivion, and that was the motivation for my meeting with the
Cayman Turtle Farm owners and others last weekend. However, I have

a few ?rnblems with your proposal, as follows:
1

Raising Kemp's ridleys from hatchling stage is difficult.
It is much harder than raising green turtles. I doubt if one could
locate anything near fifty facilities that I would be prepared to trust
to do a conscientious job., 1In fact, while it is easy to criticise
the Galveston operation, I think we should stick with them for the time
being for this stage of the raising process, and simply help them
upgrade their operation with constructive adyice. We have obtained

FLORIDA AUDUBON SOCI

¢l Lake Sybelia Drive » P, 0. Drawer 7 = Maitland, Florida 32751
(305) 647-2615

=TY




a committment from Cayman Turtle Farm to provide facilities for
grow-out and breeding of a captive stock on their premises, without
any compromise on our part, and they have also agreed not to use
this project in any of their promotional materials. The turtles
will be controlled entirely by a separate corporation that will

be totally outside the control of the Farm, so I think we have
achieved more than [ imagined possible at our recent meeting.
Having the turtles on the Farm would certainly be preferable to
having them in zoos and aguariums spread all over the place,
especially since almost none of the latter have any breeding
facilities. I do not believe the public relations value of having
the turtles in the multiple facilities would be significant - the
species already has plenty of moral support - and it could easily
have actually negative PR (e.g. people would ask why the turtles
were being kept in a tank instead of being placed somewhere where
they could breed).

Sin;erﬁlgl_

| F,
1 =

_F"_'-"_-:.--
Peter C.H. Pritchard, Ph.D,
Vice President - Science & Research

Sep



UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAINESYILLE, 32811

SEFARTHENT OF TODLOOY
223 BARTRAM HALL | April 1979
908-382.1107

Mr. George H. Balazs

Hawall Institute of Marine Biclogy
Univ. of Hawaii at Manoa
P.0. Box 1346

Coconut Island, Kanaeche, Hawaii

Dear George:

Thank you for sending the manuseript describing your stomach content

sampling technique. | had heard about your method previously and was
very interested to learn the details. | am tentatively planning a study
of hawksbill forage-ground ecology as my doctoral research and this method

of studying dietary components could prave extremely useful to me. Since
young greens and young hawksbills seem to occur in the same general areas,
| hope to get some comparative data. It will be interesting to see [f
“~adult hawksbills submit to having a tube put down their throat!
/ As far as comments go, | can only suggest that you cite Jeanne Mortimer's
/work in the beginning, since it is perhaps the most extensive study of diatary
[ components of green turtlea+-iﬁqug_i;f;_unpuﬂiahed:-is it inappropriate
td cite Tt? You might be interested to know that water hyacinths carried
to sea by the river effluent and eaten by Tortuguero green turtles pass
through the digestive system virtually unscathed. Karen thinks the turtles
may lack the appropriate gut microbe fauna to digest them, Incidentally, we
were all amazed to hear that fecal pellets wash up on the beach.

Enclosed 1s a preprint of a short paper Dr. Carr and | submitted to
Lopela this past fall. It is slated for the second issue of 1980' | wish

you bettar success with your publisher. Any comments on the paper would
be appreciated.

Best regards,

ne Heylan

ESUAL ZMPLOYMENT CPPORTUMITY / AFFIAMATIYE ACTIOH EMPLoyEm



DIVISION OF ECOLOGY
AHERICAN SOCIETY OF ZOOLOGISTS

HEWSLETTER AFRIL, 19749
Officers: Malcolm 5, Gordon |Chalrperson through 19807, Dept. of Biology, Univ. of California, Los Angeles,
€a. 90024, phone: (213) B25-4579; Thomas G. Wolcott (Secretary through 1981), Dept. of Marine Science and
Engineering, Box 5923, Morth Carclina State Univ., Ralaeigh, M. C. 27650, phone: (919} 737-3293; William

0. Hummon (Progras Officer through 1979), DASF Marfne Lab, Victorfa Road, Torry, Aberdeen, Scotland;

After July 1979: Dept. of Zoology and Mlcreblology, Ohle Univ., Athens, Oh. B5701, phone: (614} 594-6543.

ANNUAL MEETING AT RICHMOMD, HINUTES OF DIVWISION BUSINESS MEETING

The apnual business meeting was called to order at 3:15 p.m., December 27, 1978, by Chalrperson Al Ebelling,
whe noted that the attendance was the best In three years -- up over 300% from that at Mew Orleans. Ha
then transferred the Emblem of 0ffice {a multidiminsional hypergavel which was not visible to the members)
to Malcolm Gordon, who begins a twoeyear term as Chairperson. BIT1 Hummon w111 remaln Program OFfieer for

ancther year, and Secretary-Elect Tom Wolcott took up the divisional turkey quill In the absence of Arlan
Edgar.

Several divisional symposia are in the works. For Tampa (1979), "Blology of Sea Turtles' and "The Syste-
matics-Ecology Interface' will be presented. For Smattla, Halcolm Gordon proposed '"Thearetical Ecoloagy:
To What Extent Has it Added to Our Understanding of the Natural World?", which met with general approbation.

Further suggestions from the Division were sollelted.

Malcolm Gordon also rafsed the question of whether the Ecology Division ought to have a more formal re-
latlonship with the Ecological Soclety of America andfor with The Institute of Ecology. After conslderable
discussion [t was agreed that the Chalr will look further fnte the pros and cons, and that Tnput from
Division members will be sought.

Another sugoestion was that the BDivislon creace & fund to support travel of members to International con-

farences (eg., Third International Congress of Ecalegy in 1981). Scurces could Include voluntary contri=
butlons and matching grants from NSF. Opinfons of members regarding such a step will be sought through
the Hewslettar

The exchange of "Ecology Lab Frojects that Work!, simllar ko the "Morphology Teacher' supplements te the
Vertebrate Horphology newsletters, was deemed a useful service. Members having such projects and willing
to share a protocol with the mesmbership will be asked to send 1t o Tom Wolcott and a way will be developed
to publicize them. Members will also be asked whather they would favor having a workshop or poster session
[space permitting) at future meetings for the dissemination of such teaching tips.

The mesting was adjourmed at 4:05.

TAMPA MEETING, DECEMBER 27-30, 1979

A brochure deserlbing this meeting and the twe forms for submitting contributed papers will be Included
with the ASZ Hewslotter scheduled to be malled to all members shortly. & Flem deadline for abstracts of
August 31, 1979 has been established,

8111 Hummon reports that the Ecology Divislon is sponsoring a 5 sium on the Behavioral and Reproductive
Biology of Sea Turtles whifh |5 m-spmsnrﬂ"ﬁ?”i’hé"iﬁi-'"Tf-ﬁﬁ%‘ﬁ%“mﬁ‘rﬁp'é?a'i:T?E’Fndncrrnalﬁgy “and Bnimal
fehavior and the ARTEST EENSYior Soclety. Thls Symposium organized by Dave Owens (Texas A & M Univ.}, has
papers which will summarize the unigue tralts of the sea turtle's behavicral and reproductive blology
where appropriate, and place sea turtles in evolutlonary perspective with regard to other reptiles and
vertebrates in general. Although the primary emphasis will be basic blolagy, special sections will be
devoted to discussing modarn technlgues of egg, hatchling and adult handl Ing which will be of particular
use to the conservationist. Speakers include: Archle Carr, James Wood, Harold Hirth, Ross Witham,
Wicholas Mrosovsky, Paul Licht, Ralph Ackerman, Willlam Ralney, Rainer Zangerl, John R. Hendrlckson, Peter
Pritehard and David Owens. Tentatively, the symposium Is scheduled December 2B, with a discusslon sessian
that evening, and contributed papers on Ses Turtles the next day.

A second symposium Is sponsored by the Seclety of Systematic Zoology and co-sponsored by the ASZ Divisions
of Systematic Zooclogy and Ecology. Plan to stay through the very last day of the meeting to attend the
symposfum on The Systematics-Ecology Interface, organized by Frances C. James (Florida State Unlv.} and
scheduled December 30. Mew research that demonstrates the speclal advantages of combining questions and
methods often applied separately in the fields of systematics and ecology will be presented. In several
casei data on past and/for present wvariation In the morphology and the geographic distribution of animals
are Integrated with behavioral, ecological and physiologlcal Information. In other cases statistical
techniques used by systematists to view relatlonships among sets of correlated variables are used to ask
ecological guestions. In this manner patterns In the marphalogy of sets of coexlsting species can be
ldentified and related to the resources of the community. These approaches can be applied to questions of
adaptation on the lewvel of the local population, to intragenaric 1lneagaz, and also at the level of com-
munity strecture. Examples wlll be presented [n such different areas as palececology, physiological ecology,
and population genetics. Speakers Include Lawrence Abele, Edwin H. Bryant, Alan J. Kohn, James C. Findley,
Richard F. Johnston, James R. King, Bernd Leisler, David B, Wake, 5. David Webb and Frances C. James,

ﬂu-!'n*r‘]t‘" Aserdyp ""?f' .ﬁpﬂ.:f, (""NU'



FROPOSED DIVISIONAL SYMPOSIUM FOR SEATTLE MEETIMG

A3 mentloned in the minutes of the Business Meeting held in Richmond, the members assemblad there all
agreed that Tt would be Interesting and wvaluable to have a symposium at the Seattle meeting which would
be dlirected toward presénting as balanced an evalustion as possible of the current status of the contri=-
butTons to scology whlich have besn made by model bulldlng and other theoretical approaches. A possible
Eitle For thizs symposlum §s "Theoretical Ecology: To What Extent Has [t Added To Qur Understanding OF
The Matural World?!!

Your Division Chair is willing to develop, organize, and coordinate this symposium, but he needs the
asslastance of the members in order to Tnsure that [t will be as aood, a3 balanced, and as complets as
possible. Flease send him your comments, on the questionnalre accompanylng this Newsletter, about any
or all of the following aspects: (1) Optimum duration [ASEZ symposia are generally only one day); [2)
HaJor topic areas to cover (suggested possibllitlies: community energetics; species diversity in dif=
ferent habitats; 1ife history strategies; predator-prey relations; competitlon; populatlon structure]:
{3) The best speakers for sach topic area (a mix of empliricists and theoreticlans s essential).

In thinking about speakers, please conslder major flgures from outslde the U.5. as well as our home grown
talent. It seems dezlrable to try to have the treatment be as International as possibla.

Based Im part on the cosments he hopes to receive, the Chalr wi11 set up & s=all ad hoc committes of
membars to help develop the program before June 1. This committee necessarily wiTl have ta function
primarily by telephone,

ORGAMIZING A SYMPOS|UH

The first step fn such an undertaking s to communicate with your Division Chalrperson (Maleslm Gordon)
and Program Officer (Bill Hummon). Bi11 Hummen |s on professional leave from mid-August, 1978 to
September 1, 1979 at DAFS Marine Laboratory, Victorla Road, Torry, Abepdeen, Scotland ABYS BDB. FPleasa
contact him there via air mall. Explain your plan =- tople, speakers needed, costs, etc. This Initial
confact 15 necessary since the epproval and schadul Ing of symposlia 1s the responsibility of the society
and division officers. Assuming encouragement from these Individuals, obtaln a copy of the Soclety's
Application for a Symposlum from the A5Z Business Office. Return the completed form to Mary Wiley by
June T, 1979 for a symposTum that % to be given at the 1980 meetings In Seattle. Declslons on the
proposals will be announced In August. Requests for funding must not be submitted to any agency untl]
the proposed program has the official approval of the Divislon and Soclety.

WESTERM SOCIETY OF NATURALISTS WILL MEET WITH ASE 1M SEATTLE

They will be offering three symposia of interest to smesbers of our Division: Bicluminescence In Harlne
Organisms, organized by James Morin (UCLA); Benthic Marine Algae, How and H_IE_TH Got Where Thay Are,
T EtDF

arranged by Sylvia A. Earle (Callf. Academy of Sciences); and The Bigl and of Marlne Shallow
Water Crustaceans with co—chalrmen Brs. Gary Brusca (Humboldt State Enlv.:l and EI-:E Brusca [Univ. of
Southern California).

WORESHOP ANHOUNCEMENTS

I. Instlitute for Electron Microscopy, Duke Univ. Marine Labaratory: Electron Mleroscopy (Transmission,
Scanning, Fresze-Etch Replleation, EM Autoradiography, X-ray Microanalysis): Septesber 9-21, 1979.

2. Immunocytochamlstry Workshop, September 245-26, 1375.

For descriptive brochure and application forms, write to: Or. Eve L. MacDonald, Program Coordinator,
Electren Microscope Institute, Duke Unlv. Marine Laboratory. Malling address: Dept. of Texicology &
Experimental Pathology, Wellcome Research Laboratorles, 3030 Cornwallis Rd., Researeh Trlangle Park,
N. €. 27709.

PUBLIC RESPOMSIBILITIES REPRESENTATIVE

The representative for the Ecology Divislon Is Tom Welcott. He will routinely receive legislative alerts
and statements of hearings on Impending leglslation directly from the Publle Affalrs OFFfice of AIBS.
Plaase contact him at the Dept. of Marine Sclence and Englneering, North Carolina State Univ., Raleigh,

N. €. 27650, to Indlcate Interest in participating by testifying and alerting others to issues in which
you have particular Tnterest and expertise.

GOT ANY ECOLOGY LABS THAT WORKY

For several years the Divislon of Vertebrate Horphology has pariodically put out 'The Morphelagy Teacher"
to share useful teaching tips among the membership., This seemed 11ke such a good Tdea that &t the annual
meeting It was decided to try something simllar in our Division. If you have a nifty lab or fleld
protocol that works well and seems to turn students on, and If you would be willing to divulge the
secrets of your success, send a write-up o Tom Walecott and it will be dizseminated. MNote the boxes

on the quastionnalre where you can express your approval (or not] of thls project, and may suggest a
name for the supplement.




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Mational Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIONAL MARINE FSHERIES SERVIDE

Duval Buililding
9450 Koger Boulevard
St. Petersburg, FL 133702

April 10, 1879 FSE72:JRS

Mr. George Balazs

University of Hewaii at Manoa
Hawaii Institute of Marine Bioclogy
P.0. Box 1346, Coconut Island
Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744

Dear GeoTge,

1've just received and read your proposal on the Hemp's ridley.
VWe've had several meetingzs over the past months with the Becovery Team
and peveral million? people in the turtle world,

This proposal parallels fairly closely what Peter Pritchard, Florida
Audubon and Becovery Team Leader, and Fred Berrv, HMFS, Southeast Fisherles
Center, want to accomplish in trying to save this speciles. Presently, the
Miami Seaguarium has consented to hold several juvenile ridlevs on display,
and Peter Pritchard last week indicated that he was in contact with Cayman
Farmg on providing space and facilities for rearing ridleys. Basically,
he wants to establizh a breeding colony of ridleys at the Farm, so that if

all other recovery efforts fail, there will remain at least one breeding
colony intact.

As for legal comsiderations, I believe endangered species of turtles
may be held or ecaptured for display now, if some scientific research is
conducted, I think age growth and maturation studies would be ideally
suited for aquarium facilities.

In terms of mechanics, an aquarium such as Wailkiki Aquarium would
have to apply for a permit from FWS, Wildlife Permit Offfece, and then
contact Pater Pritchard or Bene Marquez from Mexico on gettimg hatch-
lings or young turtles, I believe the first arrival of ridleye at
BEancho Huevo, Mexico will be within the next several months.

If I can he of further help in getting permits or diastributing your
proposal, please let me know.

gincerely yours,

Joseph E. Svlvester
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Mae E, Mull
P, O, Box 275
Voleano, Hawaii 96785
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UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAINESVILLE, 32611

JEFPARTHRENT OF Z0DOLOGY
Liy HARTHRAM HALL
S0E-I8F-1 107

26 February 1979

George H. Balazs

Hawaii Imstitute of Marine Biology
P.0. Box 1346

Coconut Island

Kaneohe, Hawalii 96744

Dear George:

I now have a few names of people to whom you might want to write
within the Foreign and Commonwealth Office:

Ted Rowlands Esq., M.F.
Minister of State
Foreign and Commonwealth Office

B.W. Hefferon
West Indian and Atlantic Departmemt
Foreign and Commonwealth Office

The tourist consultants sent out to evaluate the island were
hired by the Ministry of Overseas Development at the request of the
governments of St. Helena and Ascension Island. I do not have the
address of the Ministry. However, you might want to express your
views to the following:

Mr. C. Brian Eendall

His Honor the Administrator
Ascension Tsland

¢fo Commander Ascenaion
P.0. Box 4608

Patrick A.F.B.

Florida 32925

Mr. Geoffrey Guy

His Excellency the Governor
&t. Helena

South Atlantic Ocean

Among the British conservation organizations which have imwvolvad
themselves in this matter are the following: the ICBP, Sir Peter Scott
of the Wildfowl Trust, the Nature Conservancy Council, the Fauna
Preservation Society, and the British Chapter of the WWF.

EEUAL EMFLOYMENT OPPFCGRTUHITYAFFIRMS TIYE ACTION ENPLOVER
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I am afraid T do not have any other ideas sbout other agencies
within the British government which could be influencial, If you
do, please let me koow.

Thank you so much for your interest concerning this problem.

Beast

regards,
,j;.b/

Jeanne A, Mortimer



Gulf Coast Researéh Laboratory
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March 30, 1979

Dr. George H. Balazs

Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
F.0. Box 1346

Kaneohe, HA 96744

Dear Dr. Balazs:
We are trying to locate a copy of your 1974 publication

entitled "Effect of protein source and level on growth of the
captive fresh water prawn, Macrobrachium rosenbergii”.

The reference that we have [see enclosed copy) cites
this article ac being in Proc. World Maricult. See., 5: 1-14,
We were however unable to locate the article in the Volume
clted.

If you could provide us with a copy of this article, we
would be most grateful. If there are any charges involved,
please feel free to bill us. Thank you for any help you
can give u= in thiz matter.

Sincerely,
Mary

nn Louviere

a(1177
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UNIVERSITY OF HAWAIL

Beat Frant folleen Program

MEMORANDUM

03 April 1979

TO: George Balazs
HIMB, Coconut Island

FROM: Joan Yamada © )
Sea Grant Publications

Errors as indicated on your enclosed copy of the bibliography are
being corrected. There are a few guestions that need to be answered by
you, FPlease provide the answers where appropriate on the enclosed xerox
copy and return this copy to our office. We will paginate the bibliography
after all corrections are completed.

Please sign the enclosed "Authorization to Publish" form and return
it to our office if all meets your approval. If you have any questions
please call either Karen Tancue or Joan Yamada at x7410 or xT7031,

Thank wvou,

Ay Bqual {pperinnity Empaaper
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fmmurmm‘m

Date 2/5

To George

From Mae

Groenpeace Hawall would like to have a
copy of ‘this when it is finished.
Send to: .

Greenpeace Hawall

913 Halekauwila Street
Honolulu, Hi. 96813
Attn: Bue
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Marech 13, 1979

Hawaili Institute of Marine Blology
Oniversity of Hawaii

F.O0., Box 1346

Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744

Dear Sir:
’ I am writing in reference to the article in the
Newsletter, Vol 39(7), January 1979, regarding
the Monk Seal References.
If copies of this publication, "Bibliography of the
Monk Seal, Monachus schauinslandi® (Technical EReport HNo.

35), are still available 1t would be much appreciated
if you could send us a copy to the address listed below.

Thank you wvery much.

Sincerely,
‘:;ﬁezﬂ*;f*-fi iéljﬂx(:ﬁ?ﬂiﬂLfs’

Mary E. Jacocbs

et

ENVIRONMENT IMPACT STUDY CORP.

SINTE 207, 1168 FORT 5T, MALL 5 HONOLULLY. HAWAIL S8E13 / PHMONE (8081 BI7.1888
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apvaz,
Jovrnal of the g : +
Hawaii Audubon Sociaty =) iy
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3 April 1972

Dear George:

C. John Ralph, Edioer
F48T Aland Dirive
Honolulu, Hawai D8§22
Pheome (808) 858-6021

Enclosed are the comments by the reviewer on the diet of the

turtle method.

Thnaks for the revised M5 on the tiger shark's eating habits,

it will appear in due course in the '"Elepaio.

HWarmes{ regards,



March 2%, 1979

Captain V. R. Bobillard

Chiaf, Adds-to-Navigatiom Branch
Fourteenth Coast Ouard District
Frince Ealaniangole Bldg.

300 Als Hoanm Blwd.

Honoluluw, HI 96850

Dear Captain Bobillard:
Thank you for your letter of March 16, 1979.

I can appreciate that your regular schedule of transportation to Franch
Frigate Shoals will be disrupted as the closure of the Statlon nears. In
the light of your remarks, I believe that it is unrealistic of us (my
colleague Gaorge H. Balazs and mysalf) to expect that the two of us can
be accommodated at French Prigate Shoals and oo Coast Guard transportation.
However, there are some crucial data which we require, in order to
complete our study of basking Creen Sea Turtles, before French Frigate
Loran Stationm closes. Following the closure of the station, it is very
uncartain if we shall be able to get to Fremch Frigate Shoals in the
foreseeable future. Therefore, I am subaitting s revised request for
transportation of one of us (mysalf) to Freamch Frigate Shoals during the
period April-Hay-June. I realize that this may still not be possible
but, if is, your assistance will be very much appreciated.

1 have, incidentally, bsen in touch with the Fish and Wildlife Service
and, unfortunately, their plans for a flight to French Frigate Shoals
are Indefinite, and it seems highly unlikely that chere will be space
available for me anyway.

Sincerely,

fory

G. Causey Whittow
Professor of Physiology

ee: J. Brent Glesentanner
U.5. Fish and Wildlife Servica

- George H, Balazs v
H.I.H.D.



University of Hawaii at Manoa

A Sea Grant College
Spalding Hall 252 B « 2540 Maile Way
Talephone (808} 948-8181 «» Honoluln, Hawaii 86822 / Cable Address: UNIHAW

Marine Adwvisory Program

March 29, 1979

Mr. George Balazs

Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
Coconut Island
Eaneohe, Hawaii 56744

Dear Mr. Balazs:

Thank you very mich for the uze of vour black and white
photo of the green sea turtles and monk seals; their ElE:I and
suntans are certainly appealing.

I would emjoy viewing more of your photos of the hawkshill,
green sea and leatherback turtles; it would be nice and convenient
to have a few photos for our files. Perhpaps you could send a
few pictures for me to look at?

Apain, thanks and I hope to hear from you so0om.

sincerely,
¥l
o [( Lﬂ-
Lo T

Karymmg Chong |
Extension Assistant

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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ASSUMPTION OF RISK AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT

T, the undersigned, in full recognition and appreciation of the dangers

and hazards inherent 4in

(State nature of activiey)

te which 1 may be exposed during the peried Ee

» do hereby freely participace in such activities

as a volunteer; T affirm that T am Ffully acquainted with the

(vassal, eraft,

being used and am familisr with the inhorent hazards invalwved

ete, ) !
and the procedures which ave applicable in such activities; I have fully {nformed

the University/RCUH personnal cocrdinating the activity of this fact, and herehy
agree Lo assume all of the risks and responsibilities surrounding my participation
in such activities undertaken by me on a voluntary basis. T shall at all times
with respect to my particpation in such activities agree to defend, hold harmless,
and indemnify the University of Hawaii from and againgt all claimz or demanda
for damage, including claims for property damege, personsal injury or death,
arising out of my above-stated activities, or growing out of, or caused by any
failure on my part, and without the Fault or negligence of the University of
Hawali, its officers, agents ar employees, during the pericd of my voluntary
participation as aforesald.

LN WITRESS WHEREOF, I have caused this Assumption of Risk and Indemnicy

Agreement to be executed this day of i

Voluntear



MNATAL PARKS, GAME AMND FISH PRESERVATION
BOARD

P.0. Box 662,
Pietermaritzburg, 3200
South Africa.

Cear w&w . .- -2,
W:én Bj:mwl&d with gratitude your paperfa-en gaduagla,
heawd. i Aeowd Aoud | s Moas_ Rt
do_ dodllona 2 1 M i § e

: 4
Yours faithfully, 44 dups
f _f%ﬂl_ L.,

.
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=4 : 23 March 1979

Ta: Dr. Leo D. Brongersma
Rijksmuseum wvan Matuurlljke Hisztorle
Raamsteeg 2 Leiden

Hetherlands

Regret unable attend Oviedo meeting. Desperately short of time this
quarter. Two trips Costa Rica, one Just finished, another early April,
badly hindering complex field course am teaching. Throughout April my
schedule so packed that losing another day would be serious. Anyway
you and Peter know my views head starting and international trade, so
my presence meeting not essentlal. |f Cayman should undertake purely
experimantal head starting as publlc service no one would chject. That
fdea is all | could contribute at meeting. Thank you for Invitation,

and my best regards,

DR. ARCHIE CARR
DEPARTMENT oF £00LogY
UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAINESVILLE, FLORIDA 3250
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048831107 23 March 1979

Mr. Robert W. Creamer
Articles Editor

SPORTS ILLUSTRATED

Time & Life Building

New York, Mew York 10020

Dear Mr. Creamer:

| just returned from a slege of sea turtle meetings and surveys in
Costa Rica. | am sorry to say | stlll find it difflcult to work out a
rational account of the complicated events attending the Impending
extinction of Kemp's ridley. The present International, Tnteragency
campaign to save It is partly sound, but partly, in my opinfon, wheel-=
spinning. No positive results from the first season can be pointed to,
except that protection of the feeble remnant of nesting turtles at Rancho
Nuevo was improved. |t was to get this protection that | acquiesced in
the complex management program being undertaken. | have no faith in
some of the things they're doing, but was willing to go along In order
to get outside help for the Mexicans in protecting the nesting beach
from predation and human exploitation.

So instead of being the neat, eye-catching story of an old lady
trylng to save a vanishing species, the ridley sltuation has become
fantastically many-sided, with no geod lead, and with the end wholly
unpredictable. | am having a hell of a time trying to think how to
put it into shape for SPORTS ILLUSTRATED without adding possibly unfair
burdens to the Job the Mational Marine Fisherles Service, Fish and
Wildlife Service, Natlonal Parks Service, Texas Parks Service, Florida
Audubon, and the Mexican Instituto Nacional de Pesca are trying to do.

If you are willing to stick with me through June, when the second
nesting season at Rancho Nuevo will show what the present breeding
population is, | may by then be able to see a way to tell the story
properly. But it is really a very involved situation that will require
extremely careful writing. | regret my continued stalling, but I'm
very glad | didn't go ashead when | started out bacause the whole thing
has changed wvastly.

Bast regards.
Sincerely yours,
f‘:l-'E"ir_Ff_L f.-;l._
Archie Carr S

Graduzte Research Professor

AC T Jw



1801 CONNECTICUT AVENUE, N.W
WASHINGTON, DG, 20005

WORLD -
WILDLIFE CABLE: PANDAFUND  TELEX: 64505
Fljrquhllfi TELEPHONE: (202} 387-0800

March 18, 1979

Dr. George Balags

Hawall Institute of Marine Sclences
P. 0. Box 1346

Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744

Dear George:

I was glad to have at long last met you and really hope
that soon we will have a chance for an extended chat.

I know the Primate Specialist Group and the Crocodilian
Specislist Group have put together global stratezies with
projects/topics ranked in some sort of order of priority.

If not already done for sea turtles|I would hope that your
group could do something of that sort, and maybe that exercise
would logically follow the sea turtle conference in November.
Then we could see what topics WWF-US should try to support
and how your growth study should fit in. With onr Mexican
project and the conference we have done most of what we can
for marine turtles this year so the aforementioned kind of
timing would fit well for us.

With all best wishes,

Eim‘.*.:erel;‘(.-:.ruurs .
Wa_f_
[ O~

Thomas [E. Loveloy
TEL:asnk

ce:  Barl Bavsinger
Archile Carr

100% RECYCLED PAPER



DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION COMMAMNDER{Dan)

UNITED STATES COAST GUARD T b Blio
300 Ale Moana Blvd. :
Henaluly, Hawaii 26850

Tel: (808) 546 7130

diEd
Serial 32064

14 mar 1979

Dr. ¢. Causey Whittow

Professor of Physiclogy

University of Hawaii g:,._.q,.‘rl-
Kewalo Marine Laboratory

41 Ahui Street

Honolulu, Nawaii 96813

Dear Dr. Whittow:

This is in response to your letter request of March 8, 1979 for transporta-
tion to French Frigate Shoals. I regret to inform you that at presant we
are not able to accommodate the dates you reguested.

Although the closing of the station at French Frigate Shoals is imminent,
and the amount of cargo destined for French Frigate Sheoals is dropping,
the number of Cpast Guard personnel traveling to the station is mot dimin=-
ishing, Personnsel invelved in planning the closing of the station trawvel
there to monitor closure preparations apd progress. It ig not anticipated
that space will be available on the aircraft on the dates you reguested.

Transportation aboard CGC BUTTONWOOD may not be possible either. COGC
BUTTONWOOD is currently in a maintenance period that could extend into May.
This would delay her wisit to French Frigate Shoals. It is also guite pos-
gible that the May and/or June deployment to French Frigate Shoals may be
cancelied due to lack of cargo.

In light of the above, it is recommended that you contact the Fish and
Wildlife Service office in Honmolulu. The Fish and Wildlife Service
periodically charters flights to French Frigate Shoals, and it may be
possible to make mutually agreeable arrangements.

In the interim, your reguest will be kept on file ghould conditions men—
tioned in this letter change.

Sinceraly yours,

g

captain, U. §. Coast Guard
chief, Aids to Navigation Branch
Pourteenth Coast Guard District
By direction of the District Commander

Capy to:
Figh and Wildlife Service



e n— C— - e rmme— R TN TN R RTINS R T TR TR Sty i e R

HMaxch B, 1979

Captain V. R. Robillard

Adde=to=-Havigation Branch

l4th Coast Guard District

Frince Kalanianaole Federal Building
300 Ala Moana Blwd,

Honolulu, HI 96850

fear Captain Hobillard:

On behalf of Ceorge H. Balazs of the University's Eawail Institute
of Marine Biology, and myself, I should like to request permission
for the two of us to travel to French Prigate Shoals on the civilian
charter sireraft scheduled to leave Honolulu on April 25. We should
Tern Island wmtil May 9, and we request permission
to return to Honolulu on the USCC Buttomwood, which is scheduled to
be at French Frigate Shoals om May 9.

i
g
i
3

I realize that, in the past, we have not been able to cbtain trans—
portation on the aireraft from Homolulu to Fremch Prigate Shoals,
because the alrcraft has limited carrying capacity and, of courss,
Coast Guard personnel and baggage have priority. However, it occcurred
to wa that, with the closure of the Statico imminent, thers may be
fewer persommel travelling to Fremch Frigate Shoals and that you may
be abla to sccommodate us on this oceasion. In the event that this

is not possible, I should like te requast that the following altarnative
arrangements be substituted:

Leave llonolulu on USCG Buttoowood May 7, 1979,

Depart French Frigate Shoals May 23, 1979 on civilisn aireraft.
of basking Greem Sea Turtles. Our work is asthorized by permits
UNH~4~T78 and SUP HMW=3-76 from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Servica,

Bincarely,;

Gs Causey Whittow
Professor of Physiology

ec J. Brent Giezentsnnar, UGFWS
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HOMOLULY

Dr. George Balazs,

With the Compliments
af the

Australion Consulate

Herewith copy of the memo we
sent to our Department (Foreign
Affairs) today in our diplomatic
bag.

Hope it brings quick results!

i —
Australian Consulate ﬁ;ghnwu flutﬂfﬁhv
1000 Rishop Street, Penthouse

Homolulu, Hawaii %6813 e el
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9 February 1979
HL751

CANBERRA

HONOLATLL
WHCLASSITIED B26/7 314

REMIEST TOR ASSISTANCE = HAWATII INSTITUITE OF MARINE BIOLOMNGY

Dr. George H. Balazs, Assistant Marine Biologist at
the “awsii Institute of Marine Biology (a division eof the
Iniversity of Hawali) has approached us for gssistance in
connection with his request to the Minister for Science
and the Environment (see attached letter).

2. Ir. Balazs will shortly be leaving Hawali to attend
the conference in Costa Mica and is most anxious Eoa obtaln
the information he sought in his letter of January 25.

3. We should be most grateful if you could follow up with
the Department of Sclence and the Environment as a matter
of some urgency.

W.C. Rowe
Acting Consul-General
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Tegarayama, Himeji City

Himeji City Aquarium 670, Jopan

March 12, laTa

Mr. George H. Balazs

University of Hawaii at Manoa
Hawali Institute of Marine Riology
P.0,Box 1346, Coconut Island,
Kaneohe, Hawaii 74T44

Dear George

Thank you so much for your letter and good calendar, I am very glad to
gee them. As you menitioned befeore, I usked the manager of National Hand
and Tag Co., again for tags of sea turtles. I recieved a reply from the
Co. last month for making of our tags. Thank you very much for your
valuable information and courteay.

1 was very surprised by the good ecological photographa of Hawaiian sea
birds on your calendar. I hung it beside my desk. ¥hen I looking at your
calendar, my sole boands for the tropical world with Hawaii's memory,

I am looking foward to seeing in September in Trengganu , Malaysia,
fhat sgkedunle do you have after the Sea Turtle Convention 7 Would you
let me know about your ackedule in Asia 7 If possible, please come to

i |Japan on your return trip., I would like to take you to my Anguarium,
[ | \Loggerhead Turtle nesting site and tortoise Bhell industry in Japan,

k1
Tolkyo is the most expensive ecity in the world. Please use my sister's
second hiouse in Tokyo. The house is always vacant, I will recomend you
to my asister. It will save you meney, I think it's more confortable
than your tent life in green turtle ressarch in the Hawaii shain,

Flease zeni my beat regards to your wife, Lynda.

fours sincerely

Itara Jehida

“Apfe. One of my cousins wants to have your excellent calendar. If do you
bhive & spare pone, mavy I have it 7 Thank »ou.

T e e S AT = e

De. [ Uehida. . -ﬁﬁ;ﬂgﬁiﬁﬁ
H.!‘M%"f‘ Criy .rﬂgmn}_,,m

Nebusue, Te rayama.,

H’;m?; c.z}. 670 ._L;?pa,.rg




3116 Sedgewick Drive
Lynchburg, Virginia 24503
March 5, 1979

George Balazs, Marine Bilologist

Coconut Island Marine Labe

University of Hawaii

Oahu, Hawsil 96822

Dear George

I am planning a circumnavigation and would like your help on a
few things. Would you have any advice as to what could be done re-
search wise during this voyage? 1Is there anything I could do for
your program on CJoconut Island?

I need to get hold of Rudy Troy for plans to build s catamarsn.
Would you find his sddress for me. I think they would have it at the
Oceanographic dept. on campus. Also, Have them send me thier
cecanographie newsletter.

Thankeyou for your help. Willbe looking foward to hearing sbout
what you all are doing out at the labe now. Hope to see you again in
the futura.

Sincerely fj
T LI
Thomas R, Griffin 7/
trg
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WILDLIFE

23 March 1979

Mr. George H. Balaze
P.0O. Box 1345

Kaneche, Hawaili 9B7u4L
Dear Mr. Balazs:

Thanks very much for your submission of photographs
for INTERMATIONAL WILDLIFE's special issue on animal
behavior. I made a preliminary selection of ? trans-
parencies; the remaining 10 are enclosed.

You will be notified in early April if further infor-
mation is regquired on the photos: which were held, as
final selections will be completed at that time.

Sincerely,

52:g§3 I
Karen Altpetel’ Zogg ﬂtgj

Photo Editor

KAZ imag

enc: 10 color transparencies

REGISTERED
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MINISTER FOR SCIENCE AND THE ENVIRONMENT

PARLIAMENT HOUSGE.
CANBERAA &S T, 2600

19 MAR 1579

Dear Mr,., Balaza,

Thank you for your latter of 25 January 1979 concerning the
green sea turtle Chelonia mydas,

& Special Working Session of the Conference of Parties to
the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora (CITES) wasa held in Geneva frem 17-28 October 1977.
This meeting was part of an overall review of Convention fauna initiated
by the 1976 Berne meeting when revised criteria were developed for
listing fauma and flora in the Appendices to the Convention.

Following the 1977 meeting Australia indicated its intention
to review all Australian fauma curremtly listed on Appendices I and II.
The green turtle and five other species of marine turtle found in
Australian waters are included in this review. Australia was subsequently
nominated by the Convention Secretariat to co—ordinate all reviews of sea
turtles being conducted by other countries.

The proposal to transfer the Tromelin and Europa Islands
populations of Chelonis mydas from Appendix I to Appendix IT was submitted
by the French Govermment and forwarded to Australia for incorporation
inte the review of this species. The review has been presented to the
Convention Becretariat and France has been identified as the originater
of the proposal regarding turtle populations around Tromelin and Eurcpa
Islands. Australia has not proposed any amendments in regard to any
marine turtles.

The French proposal will be discussed at the next CITES meeting
at Costa Rica in March this year and will only be adopted if agreed upon
by two-thirds or more of the Conferemnce Parties voting at that meeting.

J. J. Wehgter

Mr. George H. Balazs,

Asgistant Marine Biologist,

Hawail Institute of Marine Biology,
P.0. Box 1346,

Faneche, Hawaii 96744,
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feorge Balasms

Hawall Institute of Marine Blology
hiverslty of Hawell

PO Box 1346

Kaneohe HI 9ET4Y

Dear Dr. Balazs:

Would you mind reading over the
enclosed plece on the green turtle?
IT you could Jot down any comments
in the margin -- we'lre particulary
concerned with catching errors —-
if would be a blg help to ue.

Thanks wvery much.
glngerely,

Hosanne Hallowell
Azglstant Editer
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CoOpY nre_ LIFE'S A SHELL GAME
- TYPE wotH_39 chars. LEADING
1 : THE green sea turtle moves in mysterious
2 ways. For a long time, people have
3 known how it reproduces and where many
4 of its roockeries are. They have also
5 known enough about its habits to hunt
B it down and slaughter it nearly into
2 extinction, Yet some of the most basic
B facts about its life continue to perplex
g scientists and exploiters alike.
| 10 mq—ﬁﬂ?:;' No one understands, for example,
11 o how & newborn turtle "knows" enough to
12 il head directly for the sea as, sogn as
oo 4 ralrarsven SPMes L0
13 Hﬂﬂﬁ'r—_—-!:"r-;; it emerges from the):rl’aﬁwhere its parent
14 % {' laid her eggs. The three or four
15 Il '1 minutes that it takes a hatehling to
16 § : scuttle from nest to water is thimns-t.-
17 EF Il'ﬂ | crucial tir;e in itz life. There's
1’| :g; . no time for detours -- not with hosts
13 5 of predators like crabs, gulls and small
20 = *:h mammals waiting. 1Is this feat accomplished
21 9 i.!:';i.'L-th because of some built-in compass or some
25 f‘::r gsort of bicchemical "ESP?" No one seems
23 to know for sure.
:*..:| E ;—'%_EL Once the hatchlings are in the water,
a | ZhEE
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another mystery begins. They immediately

disappear for a year or more, and no one
can say where they go. University of
Florida researcher Archie Carr speculates
ne Covel bheun
that {ﬁﬁfjnungsters}ﬁay head for the
Sdrgasso Sea, where they live on small
crustaceans and slgae. Certainly their
jaws are too weak to graze on the beds
of turtle grass and other vegetation
favored by adults, and Carr points out
that the immense weed beds of the
Sargasso offer forage that would be
suitable for tiny turtles. However,
some biologists, including Peter Pritchard
of the Florida Audubon Society, think
that the coloration of baby green
turtles —-- dark on top, milky white -
beneath —- indicates that the creatures
inhabit the open seas, where such

colors would offer maximum prntection,

. —E —— =

Ho one knows how Fast green turtles

waever ~Pﬂtt:hﬂfﬂ
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e tran Tslanas
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Despite these unknowns, scientists

have been able to piesce together a
picture of some other aspects of the

turtle's life. For example, the adult

grazes on turtle grass but its young

can eat small crustaceans. At least

some green turtles hibernate. During
the nesting season, the females suddenly
show up en masse at their rookeries,
which might be as far as a thousand
miles or more from their turtle-grass
pastures. The turtles mate in the

hqiffﬂfﬂ utﬂ[m4i
—faef and come ashore at night to dig

their nest{hoi#¥ and lay their eggs.

Ornce those tasks are accomplished,

g

ut .J—»—
J

they return to the ocean, weary ']

{ ready tn mate again with the males,:

\""—— — = — o e

——

rw——————iafﬁﬁlch never IEave the hqter,

e
= S "

ﬁgﬁﬁﬂ. i countries possessing such
I |
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Barrier REEE Euggﬂst that it may take S‘amg_

full maturity, and some of these beshemoths
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,,1;.:|-_||'r Commercial i:urtle hunts are always

nesting sites have passed laws prohibiting

the taking of turtles, which are considered

gourmet delicacies. But such laws have
turned out to be hard to enforce, and

a thriving black market pays a poacher
as much as 5206 for a big turtle.

"Most populations are way, way down and
some are totally lost," says Archie Carr.
"For example, there were thousands of
green turtles in Florida when Columbus
discovered the New World; now that
population is down to abuuqiggzzji:)
Commercial turtle "farms" have been
tried with some success, but the demand
for green turtle soup and steaks far
excaads the suppiy. and poaching

caon inuﬁﬁ[e_z;’ 14'=’f_ mesl tons N TR, 43
guick to take advantage of new
information about where the green
turtle feeds, reproduces and hibernates.
One enterprising hunter even returned
one of Carr's research turtle-tags with

a note asking 1f the biologist had any
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hot tips on where he miqht be able to
gall his catch. ‘:E.’i in his book,

S0 Excellent a Fishe, does not report how

he responded.--Rosanne Hallowell




University of Hawaii at Manoa

Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
P.0).Box 1346 « Coconul Island = Kaneohe, Haweli 96744
Cahle Address: UNMIHAW
26 March 1979

Dear Ms., Hallowell:

This is in response to your note of 13 March
1979 which requested comments on the draft
article entitled "Life's a Shell Game". I
apologlze for not answering sooner, however
I only recently returned from a meeting of
the IUCN Survival Service Commission in San
Jose, Costa Rica.

i
i

" George H. Bala zs
/ Deputy/Chairman
IUCH






United States Department of the Interior

FI5H AND WILDLIFE sERVICE

Mational Figh and Wildlife Laboratory
MNational Museum of Natural History

Washington, DO, 20560
(202) 381-5161

Gerrge H. Balazaff 5 March 1979
Heweill Institute of Marine Blology

P.0. Box 1346

Kaneche, Hawali 96744

Dear Georgs,

This is just a belated note of thenks for your recent sendings (ecalendar,
bibliography) which I so crassly dld not respond to earlier. I have really
been under the gun beck here for some time sinee the demanda of thiz projeect
I have been working on have expandsd both in time and depth. New it would
eppear that it is a sort of overall coverage of the marine birds of the southesstern
United Statee end if we get out in under 300 published pagea I shall be greatly
surprissd. Prior to last weak I had worked 21 straight days and there seem to
be dozens of people wondering why I bavent anewered their lettera.

In any cese thankm you egsin-- that shot of the Red-talled Tropichird om the
water is coe of the best of that specles I have ever peen. Mast get back Lo
pushing a few more words through the mill.

Best regards,
HRoger B. Clapp

Marine Bird Project
IF¥L, KMAH ete.



From : Sir Peter Scott CBE DSC

THE NEW GROUNDS
SLIMBRIDGE
GLOUCESTER GLa 7BT

Tieds + Camsbridige (045309 333
Cabier : Wildfow! Dursley

12th January 1979

,E'ga.._- h*Balazs

IUCN : Survival Service Commission

A more formal letter will be sent to you over my signature in
due course about the 55C Marine Turtle Group; meanwhile I wanted
you to know that I think it is very important that you serve our Commission
by taking on the position of Deputy Chairman to the Marine Turtle Group, .
with Archie Carr as Chairman. Nicholas Mrosovsky will, I hope,
remain as Editor of the Newsletter and a member of the Group.

I am delighted you are able to attend the meeting.s in Costa Rica.
I won't be there I am afraid, but perhaps we could meet when I am in

Hawali at the end of February. I shall be with my wife and staying at
the Pioneer Inn, Lahaina, Maui, Hawaii from February 23/28.

Yowmn tirands
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U.5. PISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
OFFICE OF ENDANGERED SPECIES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240
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Liniversity of Guelph
COLLEGE OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCE
OFFICE 9F THE DEAM

79 02 22

Dr. George H. Balazs

Aszigtant Marine Biologist
taiversity of Hawaii at Momoa
Hawail Institute of Marine Blology
P.0. Box L1346 = Coconut Island
Keneohoe, Hawaii 96744

Dear Dr. Balazs:

Thank wou wery much for wour recent letter addressed to Mrs. Jane
Selley who works with us here at the University.

I have taken the liberty of answering the letter because I edited
the final materials alomg with Dr. Duguy of France.

At the present time the best knowledge I have as to the state of
the material is that we sent it to the United Nations Environment
Frogramme (U.M.E.P.) in July of last wear in near to finsl form.
Since that time we have not been able to find if the material has
moved forward. I suggeat, therefore, that yvou vourself could per-
haps write to Miss Mona Bjorklund, U.N.E.P., Hairobi, and enguire
a8 to the state of the documentation. I will send a copy of this
letter so that she might be aware of your interest. If I hear
further within the near future, I will let vou know of the state
of the natlon.

In finishing, might I ask if vyou yourself are interested in monk
seals, particularly of the Hawailian variety, and if so, what are
¥our own interests in this work® I have enclosed a copy of a paper
from Bloleogilcal Conservation which vou might find useful as it does
summarize much of what we knew up to the time of the meeting.

Best wishes in wvour work.

Yours =sincerely,

%

Professor E. Bonald
Dean

Encl.

cc: M. Blorklund, UNEP

UNIVERSITY OF GUELPH = GUELPH = ONTARIO = CANADA « N1G 201+ PHOME [519) B24.413)



Telephone: 076212446

Your Ref:
Cur ek

STATE FISHERIES DEPARTMENT,

KUALA TREMNGOAML,

Prk.Tr.2612 (49) MALAYSTA.

MALAYS[A

Mr. Gecrge H, Balazs

e Remsa e dd R F O EE e By [ E T NN RN ]

Hawaii Institute of Marine Blology,

- (R R Y R R RN A NN N

F.0.Box 1346

I-l--.II‘IIII"“"'II".III"IIII FEE

Hawall 96744,

UaS.As
International Conference On Marine Turtles

Due to uwnforepeen admindstrative problems and
sane events cropped up recently, the above confarence scheduled
on Znd -~ 6th Sept 1970 in Fuala Teengganu has 2 be postponed
indefinitely.

£ I thank you for your support in this corferenca,
and I apolegise for any inconvenience caused by thiszs postponement.

skt fwic
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Mationa! Deeanic and Atmospheric Administration ki
MATIONAL MBARIME FISHERIES SERVICE .
Southeast Fisheries Center T
Charleston Laboratory ¥ f J

P.O. Box 12607 |
Charleston, South Carolina 2‘941%5) ‘,.r.f“:r,':*
e

November 29, 1973 Hiwila we

ﬁ# Wirwe o
Richard S. Shomura, Director g le— *
National Marine Fisheries Service, NOAA
P.O. Box 3830 ‘} o
Honolulu, HI 96812 I

Dear Dr. Shomura:

I am currently working on a project under the NMF5/SEFC program for Marine
Mammals and Endangered Species Management, with the objective of identifying
various species of sea turtles from isolated pieces of turtle meat. 1 am testing
varlous acrylamide gel electrophoresis methods for separating proteins in turtle
meat, with the idea that under the appropriate conditions each specles will reveal a
unigque pattern of protein bands on the acrylamide gel. In order to provide accurate
documentation of the species of sea turtle from unidentified meat samples, I must
first have samples of turtle meat that have been authenticated and are in prime
condition. These samples are used to determine "standard" gel cenditions that
allow for the positive identification of one species of turtle from another by
protein banding patterns. To date, I have been provided a sample of pelvic girdle
muscle from a loggerhead turtle which was accidently snagged in a line and
drowned. [ am anxious to cbtain either pre-Act samples of sea turtle meat from
loggerheads, greens and ridleys or samples taken under permit from leatherbacks
and hawksbills.

Dr. Joseph R. Sylvester, Turtle Program Manager, has suggested that you might be
of assistance in obtalning the sea turtle samples I need in order to establish these
"standards"., The overall goal of the project is to provide law enforcement agents
with the appropriate technical assistance so that they may better protect the
endangered and threatened sea turtles.

If you can provide me with identifiable sea turtle meat samples or put me In
contact with anyone who might be able to do so, please contact me at the National
Marine Fisheries Service, Charleston Laboratory - FTS# 677-4762, commercial
#803/724-4762 - or write to: L5, Dept. of Commerce, NOAA, National Marine
Fisheries Service, Charleston Laberatory, P.O. Box 12607, Charleston, South
Carolina 234]2.

In the event that you will be able to provide me with turtle meat, [ would like to
include a few shipping instructions. A sample of a few grams would be helpful and
over 10g would be quite adequate. Since It is important that the meat remain in
optimum condition, | prefer that it be shipped on a good supply of dry ice in a well
insulated chest via the most rapid carrier. Air freight is usually the best means of

- e e | R T T T e e s S T 'I-'-"-—'T'-l-hl-_l-—nﬁiﬁ:::l-_l
- 12 = =3 3 L g g



Page Two

shipment. The FAA now has a regulation that all packages containing dry lce must
have an officlal label so designating this condition. This label can be cbtained by
filling out a form which the airlines will provide upon request. The package may be
sent C.0.1. and should you require reimbursement for packaging something will be
worked out. If you do send turtle samples please let me know the details of the
shipment so that | can pick up the samples immediately after their arrival.

There is great interest in the protection of sea turtles and any assistance you can
provide which will aid this project will be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Sylvia A. Braddon, Ph.D.
Research Chemist

EPEL 1disid



For the Protection of Hawaii's Native Wildlife
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HAWAII AUDUBON SOCIETY ™™

T0 HAWAIT BIRD OBSERVERS:

Wa would appreciate receiving now any bird potes you may
have for our Season Reporta in 'ELEFAIC and AMERICAN BIRDS,

The current pericd runs fromi and we need your reports by:
. e e
(Tﬁuug;@ur_l.tn February 28 (: March 15
e i = _____--
March 1 to May 31 Juna 15
June 1 o July 3L August 15
Auguat 1 to November 30 Dacembar 15

2o we gan meet sur deadlinsas,

When submitting material, be sure to give date and
locality, and indicate clearly if others in your party
also wvouech for the birds reported, Sightings of unusual
birds should inelude pertinent obaservation conditions
such as approximate distance to the bird, langth of time
under observation, good or poor light, binoeulars or acops
if used, and the key criteria on which the identification
is based. This information is important in determining
the wvalue of the record. For very noteworthy sightings, we
urge that you submit details of the observation as a brief
note for the '"ELEPAIO, But pleasa tell us zbout it too!

Please send your notes to Zob at his address below,
Usea the back of thim latter if convenient.

Thanlm for your help!

Aloha,
C. J. Ralph Robert L. Pyle
741 N. Kalaheo Ave,
P,S, Fictures of rare birds in Eailua, HI 96734
Hawaii are neaded for the Rare ph: 262-404E

Bird Documentary Photo File (see

'ELEFPAIO, March 1977,p.l0l fer

description of the File), Flease ;
mention any photos of wunususl visitors

or very rare residenta that you would be
willing to let the Society copy for the File.
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National

WILDLIFE

Editorial offices: 22% E, Michigan Milwaukes, Wiz, 53202 Phone: 414/ 273-2486

Iﬂtﬂrﬂﬂtlﬂﬂ&] Publigations of the Mational Wildife Faderation

WILDLIFE

February 22, 1979

Dear GeDrge:

Ags I'm sure you know, I tried calling you earlier today
but missed vou. I wanted to touch bases with you after
looking over all of the materials you sent. Thanks so
much for going to all of the trouble of getting the various
clips together.

From your letter, it scounds as if it would be very difficult
for me to tag along on one of your trips to the refuge, I
had thought it would be, but I wanted to find out for sure.
Too bad. It might be a good story. In terms of the whole
subject of commercial fishing in refuge waters, there might
be something for us there--it sounds like it could be a

\ very hot subject for some time in the islands. I'm not

ssure, though, if it's a topic I should try to tackle during
a relatively short visit there. I've circulated some of
the news clips to the other editors here to see what they
think. 1If's possible that the subject could be assigned

to a free lancer instead. I'll let you know.

On the Faula controversy, that might be more manageable for
me. However, to do it, I might want to wvisit the island
(another impossibility?). And, more important, do yvou think
this problem may be solved in the next year? Do you think
the Navy will stop thedr target practice there? If so, then
we'd probably have to forget covering it,since we work so
far in advance. Let me know.

If anything else comes up, I'd appreciate hearing from you.
I'm going to get looking a bit for story ideas for Hawaii,
as well. I won't be at the cities conference you asked
about. I assume vou will be,

Best wighes,

Mark Wexler
Senior Editor
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22 February, 1979 Woranda Lid
Mr. George Balazs ’Z
LT

Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
P.0O, Box 1346

fr.{'.--"""'r
Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744 ‘{” ?/&/7
1 S,

Dear Mr. Balass

I would greatly appreciate receiving a copy of the "Preliminary
report on the hawkgbill turtle {Eretmochelys imbricata) in
Indonesia, Philippines, Malaysia, and Singapore' and have
enclosed our check for $8.00 to cover the costs of this publication.
Thank you for your attention.

Sincerely you r?

= . = = E
Melvin H. Goodwin, PhD
Projects Director
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VOUCHER MO, | e |

NEW YORK ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY

Naw York Zoologienl Park

Hew York Aguarium
Bronx Zoo
Bronx, New York 10460 Center for Field Biclogy nnd Conssrvation
Telephome: (212) 220-5100 Osborn Laborateries of Marine Belences

26 February 1979

George Balazs

University of Hawaii at Manoa
Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
P.0O. Box 1346

Coconut Island

Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744

Dear Mr. Balazs:

Enclosed is a check in the amount of $1,500.00
for your expenses to the 55C/CITES meetings in Costa
Rica. Dr. King is presently in Switzerland, and is
looking forward to seeing you in Costa Rica.

Sincerely,

Wbwnah A . Brosb—

Deborah A. Besch
Assistant in Zoology

Enao.

NEHF¥UHR LDOLOGICAL SOCIETY

OATE

DATE BF IRvdICE IHFRICE Wi GROSE AMOUNT

DIECOUNT HET AMOUNT

/26779 | 17376 1,500.00

| 1
CITES/SCC MEETING IN COSTRA RIGA

FOTAL INVIDICE &bOUNT TOTAL ORSCOoBNT TOTAL kdDUNT ParD




University of Hawaii, School of Medicine
Department of Phyvsiology
1960, East West Road
Honolu Hawaii 98822

Dear Doctor, 3 -\ \Crc\

1 shall appreciatg it iF you will send

me a repript of
-~ Mg ﬁﬁﬂqah.

4

which appeared in

L

Sincerely yours,

Ted 5}% it

Hc&f
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Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory

University of California
Berkeley, California 94720

Telephone 415/ BB EDB(X
406-6461

February 22, 1979

r. George H. Balazs

Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
University of Hawaii

Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744

Dear Dr. Balazs:

I am working with the Ocean Thermal Energy Conversion project at
Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory. Our group is conducting ecolegical research
on the marine environment of Hawaii in connection with the Department of
Energy's proposed OTEC plant off Keahole Point. My focus is the distribu- ™,

tion %nd ecology of larger marine vertebrates, including both mammals and
reptiles.

Currently, I am conducting a literature survey of the green turtle
Eche1nnia mydas) population in Hawaii., I understand that you are engaged
in stuﬂjes of the reproductive biology and ecology of the species, and I
would like to find out 1f you have any information, sources, or publica-
tion you could send to me. The most recent paper I have is your 1976
paper (Biol. Conserv. 9).

I would greatly appreciate any information you might have. Thank
you very much.

Sincerely,
Eflre:{?e%m 7. ﬁ%, T
Susan Payne

SP/ jev
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UNIVERSITY of TORDONTO  ravsar wrichT 200000IEAL LABORATORIES
Department of Zoology 25 nansors sTREET TORONTO MFs 141, ONTARIO, CANADA
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February 2, 1979

Sir Peter Scott

cfo George Balazs

Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
Kaneohe, Hawaii

Dear Sir Peter:

I am sending this c/o George Balazs as [ understand
that you are travelling but will be visiting him shortly to discuss
turtle conservation. I would in particular like to make some
peints about the Marine Turtle Newsletter and ask you to
ensure that it gets support in the fullest sense.

The job of running this newsletter ig inextricably
bound up with other functions of the co-chairman. It helps
enormously to be at the center gf things and know what is coming
up. In this way one can prepare to move ahead of time, as was
done with the OQutside article on the Mexican turtle situation.
This was recirculated through the newsletter Yery soon after
it appeared, in time for that year's turtle season, and I think
helped bring the situation in Mexico before the public. One
needs also to have access to the informatien in reports and
grant proposals. This is not a matter of using confidential
information improperiy. It is for things that range merely
from having the addresses of authorities mentioned who should
be on the mailing 1ist, te befng able to write to peaple asking
them if they would do a piece on this, or asking for permission
to use materfal. The newsletter however is not just passing
on information, it is also moulding opinion, and this cannot
be done creatively unless ane is in the picture, It would be
essential under any new arrangements for the turtle group that

and correspondence to the editor of the newsletter. Doubtless
someone will say that this ic administratively awkward, but
f one can set the xerox to 2 one can set it to 3.



Alongside the newsletter there are related activities.
For instance someone has just been stimulated to initiate a
project as a result of an editorial in the newsletter. It
is possible with the present arrangements to tell him that this
work has already been proposed by someone else, but that his
work could make a valuable complementary contribution if set
up in a different way, etc., etc. There is no doubt also that
status helps in these related activities. To take another
example, it helps in trying to create "multiplier effects® in
the media. It is quite 1ikely that the British Press will pick
up on the Ascension Island issue, for instance. If the IUCH
do not want to have co-chairmen for groups anymore, there is
still no real reason why some title such as associate chairman,
or something as glossy as possible (but devoid of import inm
the IUCN hierarchy) cannot be provided to help the editor of
the newsletter in his related activities.

The running of the turtle group may perhaps call for
some different arrangements compared to some of the other groups.
The marine turtles, while endangered, are in fact very widely
distributed and occur in so many different nations. There are
50 many different problems to be confronted: excessiye
consumption of luxury items, mariculture, incidental catch,
head-starting, and a complicated and poorly understood biology,
and the need to communicate about these things between all
the different nations invoived. There is surely room for all
kinds of activism here. The turtles need all the help they
can get. Reorganization aof the group should be done in a way
that increases the scope of people to help, not limits it.

While 1 recognize that reorganization may be needed
from time to time, this one appears to come at an inopportune
time, just when things are starting to get going. It took
much effort and time simply to find out whao was in the group.
We have had an ad hoc meeting which, though i1t has not vet
borne the fruit expected of 1t, was fruitful in other ways.

A major meeting is scheduled for next September in Malaysia
(perhaps you could be present?). Thiz offers the chance of
putting pressure on the authorities there to increase their
conservation quota, and to bring the expertise of outside
people into a country that would benefit from such a conference.
The newsletter again can be used to support such efforts.
Taking away status undercuts my efforts in these directions.
Altogether over the past 2 years 1t has been difficult enough
With a co-chairman who is the first to admit he 15 not good at
keeping up with organizational things, and with the problems
in getting repiies, let alone support, from Morges.

LA B 3



I would, nevertheless, be prepared to continue with
the newsletter if full access to information can be assured,
if some title can be attached to enable these activities tog be
as profitable as possible, and, of course, if support can be
found. The present situatian of having to suspend operations
every so often for a few months is not too good, and there
should be enough newsletters by now for a decision to be made
whether to support it for a few years or not.

It 95 my impression that both Archie Carr and George
Balazs would be quite agreeable to such arrangements, and even
welcome them. They would in no way be incompatible with any
new directions they wished to take the group in, Each newsletter
is always sent to Archie in draft stage for comment. There is
room for everyone, we all get an reasonably well with each
other, there is an enormous amount to be done in turtle conser-
vation. We need as many active people involved as possible, in
different roles, even if it means making arrangements that den't
fit perfectly into a Morges category.

However, there are many things to do in 1ife, and
I do hope you will understand that it would not be attractive
for me to put in the great amount of work involved in this
newsletter if I did not feel I could do it in a creative Way .
and in a way that permitted the newsletter to play 1ts fullest
part in broader developments in marine turtle conservation,

- If you are ever coming through Toronto on your travels,
I would of course be pleased to discuss these and other aspects
of marine turtle conservation with you.

Yours sincerely,

Nicholas Mrosovsky
NM:cs

cc: G, Balazs
A. Carr



SINCE NINETEEN HUNDRED “THE VOICE OF CONSERVATION"

February 2, 1979

Dr. George Balazs

Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
Coconut Island

P.0. Box 1067

Kaneohe, Hawaii 9674ik

Dear George;

Many thanks for your letter with enclosures, and hearty congrat-
ulations.on your recent-paranthotd. | look forward to making the
agquaintance of the young one as soon as the opportunity presents.

It was a sad mixup in NMF5 that resulted In your not getting funds
to attend the Florida and Washington turtle meetings. At the Washington
meeting, Wayne King said that the NYZS had proposed to cover the costs

vof bringing you up from Tampa to Washington if NMFS got you te Florida.
M\[1BI11 Arcn sald that NHFS would definitely have covered the Howall
1 Florlida cost if they had known that. So there was a general resolution
that this should not be allowed to happen again.

Your comments an the means of handling comatese turtles from
shrimp trawls was entlirely to the paint. + think we should try and
revise the guidelines; as you say, we do not have engough Information
to know the best method as yet - or even If there 15 a best method for

all sizes of turtle, but | would think that a suppert that would held
the turtle in a pesition with the head much lower than the tall would
help get fluld out of the lungs, and should at least be considered. |
will have this talked out at the next Recovery Team meeting, In 5t.

Petersburg on April 3rd.

!

Incidentally, we are having a meeting in Florida unLﬁprl! 6-7 with
Cayman Turtle Farm owners and staff, regarding the possibility of the
farm converting (or partially converting) to a faciltiy that will house
an entlirely captive Kemp's ridley colony In perpetulty, producing eqgs
and hatchllings each year in case the wild population sllps Into oblivion
despite our best efforts to restore It. It will be = politics-laden
session, but the Mittag's are clearly interested in coming to some

FLORIDA AUDUBON SOCIETY

921 Lake Sybelia Drive = P. 0. Drawer 7  Maitland, Florida 32751
(305) 647-2615




agreement since they are underwriting the costs of bringing evervyone
together, which will rum to saveral thousand dollars.

| understand that you will be the Deputy Chairman of the I1UCN

marine turtle group. | welcome this as an excellent step forward.
Nicholas Mrosovsky knows that | have openly disagreed with the policy
of having only a very small nucleus of full Group members, and | fear

that under the regime the Tortle Group lost a lot of its prestige

and influence. This diminution may have also been a result of the
growling ascendency of the US Federal Agencles in marine turtle conser-
vation matters, since they have funding possibilltles that the IUCN
group never dreamt of ( or perhaps often dreamt of but never reallized).

Mevertheless, | think It is important that the private sector malntaln
a strong voice to balance the governmental program, even though the
latter seems to be entirely along the right lines at the moment. | am

hopeful therefore that the Turtle Group will see as an early necessity
the drawing back into the group of many of the presently excluded
{(and, in some cases, alienated) parties - Including pro-farm interests
50 we are not seen to exclude Inputs that we may not wish te hear.

Hope to see you socon - If at all possible at a Recovery Team
meeting or a planning sessfon for the Washington turtle conference.

With all best wishes,

%

Feter C.H. Pritchard, Ph.D.
Vice President - Science & Research

P.5. Seabird calendar arrived in good condition. | also got a nice
book on Hawaiian reptiles by Sean McKeown. | never knew that Hawall
had so many exotic herps!

c.t. N. Horosavsky
sep



UNIVERSITY of TORONTO  ramsay wRICHT ZOOLOGICAL LABORATORIES
Depantment of Zoology 25 namsorn sTreeT TorRoNTO M55 101, ONTARIO, CANADA

February 2, 1979

George Balazs
Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
Kaneohe, Hawaii

Dear George:

I am sending this letter to Sir Peter Scott via you
as this seems the best way to reach him. Also I hope it will
help explain to you why I do not see the newsletter as an
isolated activity, and how status helps., What I said to Carr
about the inter-related nature of these activities was essentially
the same.

I hope also that I can take you at your word when
you told me on the phone that you would be quite happy with
some system involving the three of us, and that, even if you
did not agree with every single thing that has occurred aver
the last two years, you felt overall support for my activities
as co-chairman.

I therefore ask you here if you could impress upon
Sir Peter how unfortunate it would be if the good things that
have been started were disrupted too much on acecount of some
petty grudge. I have no wish to quarrel with Wayne King, If
I have stepped on his toes and he has taken offense, 1t was
not intentional on my part. Moreover he can have his victory.
Everyone will see I have been demoted, and he can have the
credit (though some of the group in some of the underdeveloped
countries will not in fact be happy). But it would not be
useful to him or anyone else if people who are prepared to put
a 1ot of work into conservation (and there has been a Tot more
than the newsletter, which you may not have seen) are put off
completely.



There are no rational reasons why I should not be
helped to do the newsletter and the Malaysian conference. It
does not prevent you and Archie in anything you might wish to
do. We would work together -- there is more than enough that
needs doing!

Other points:

I am quite aware others could run the newsletter,
especially with the model they now have in front of them. I
have never considered myself indispensable. But I do think
I would run it about 15% better than anyone else, having got
it in hand now and having learnt a Jot about this kind of thing
in the last two years, some through mistakes.

I hope you were happy with the last newsletter. Having
safd I would print both articles together, I could not go back
on that, although it seemed Limpus was trying to pull a fast
one ... but this way it works out pretty well. You were both
doing similar work, as often happens in science. And, as does
not always happen, in this case you were both able to say so
at the same time.

The Malaysian meeting is shaping up well. I hope
you will make some effort to be there, whatever happens. Why
don't you give an expanded version of your qrowth work, spelling
out some of the conservation implications mare fully? I hope
we will receive an abstract soon.

The farming memo has in fact been xeroxed already, and
1s simply waiting ti11 [ send the next memo out. I had also
been hoping to hear something more from Baysinger on this issue,
but it's not worth waiting for much longer.

Returning to the main point ... if something is to be

salvaged from this ... perhaps that is toc pessimistic a word
jbecause it might be that a reorganization could even improve
| things in some way ... I urge you and Archie to press the point

with 5ir Peter.

Yours sincerely,—

/ / I.e"?

Nicholas Mrosovsky

NM:cs
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23 February 1979

Gaocrge Blazs
Faneche, HI

D@ar George:

Thanks very much for your recent contributions on
the diet of the green turtle and ®aula Rock articles.

They will go out to review (actually they mostly have already )
and I'1ll let you know soonst about any commants.

The eagle M5 is ready to go. Do you want to
see it again? Probably yes, so I'll send it as soon as
Carol goes over it for the last time.

Regards,

A
( £



February 17, 1979

Mr. Richard B. Roa

Acting Deputy Director
Office of Marina Mammals

Washington, D. C. 20235
Dear Dick:

Thank you for your letter of 13 February 1979 which responded to my
comments of 27 Hovewber 1978. Although I have been and continue to

be in agreement with your final rulemaking for Hawsiian green turtles,
I nevartheless wanted to make you sware of some of my views on sub-
sistence fishing and enforcement.

1 was sorTy to learn of your recent severe funding and personnel constraints
on

may once again hamper the development of a HMFS sea turtle program
areas under U, 5. jurisdiction in the Pacific regiom. After reading

-mimh%mmlmﬂ,lm;ﬂ that perhaps
funding might be ava in FY B0.

aoma
From approximately March 9-25th I will be in San Jose, Costa Rica to attend

meetings of the CITES and IUCK Survival Service Commission. I suspect that
you may alsoc be attending CITES, and if so I will try to make contact with
YOu .

Sincerely,

GEORGE H. BALAZS

Assistant Marine Biologist
GHE: ac
Enclosure



The Center for Action on Endangered Species
(Formerly ESP: Endangered Species Productions)

Main Office: 175 West Main Street, Ayer, MA 01432 (617) 772-0445
Southwest Office: P, O, Box 2749, Tucson, AZ 85702 (602) 624-5115

22 February 1979

Dr, George H. Balazs

Assistant Marine Biologist
University of Hawaii at Manoa
Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
P.0. Box 1346

Coconut Island

Kanephe, Hawail 96744

Dear Dr. Balazs:

Thank you so much for your prompt response to my request
for information on green turtles and mariculture.

I've zeen several papers proposing farming of large
cetaceans. I believe in futuristic thinking, but find
the idea mind-boggling.

I will get in touch with David Ehrenfeld, and thank you
for the suggestion.

If we may somehow help you in your work, please let me

know.
Sincerely,
Y,
Phoebe Wray
Executive Director
PW:kit

Phoebe Wray, Executive Director; Rosernary Elkins, Southwest Coordinator:
Linda L Morris, Treasurer, Technical Advisors: Howard W, Campbell,

Thomas H. Kunz, R. Bruce Means, Thomas K. Miwa, Roger S. Payne, Dimitrics Yermanos.

EDUCATION . RESEARCH . ADVOCACY
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UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAINESVILLE, 32811

DEFARTHMENT OF ZOCLOOY
FZ3 BARTHAM HALL 12 February 1979

SOE-JRT-1107

Dr. George Balazs

Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
University of Hawall at Manos

P.O. Bax 1346

Coconut Island, Kanaeohe

Hawall 96744

Dear Dr. Balazs:
Thank you for taking the time to review my thesis. | found your comments
very constructive. |In answer to some of your questions:

lost year - This term has been freguented cited in the past with little data
to back it up. It will undoubtedly be refined by studies like vour own. |
agree with your comment in the Marine Turtle Newsletter that early growth,
presumably on a mixed diet, may be rapid. This may contribute at lTeast

In part to the scarcity of cbservations of turtles this size.

sharks = | have seen live hatchlings in the stomach of a bull shark caught

on the lagoon side of Tortuguero. Gilbert and Kelso {(Fishes of the Tortu-

guero Area, Caribbean Costa Rica. Bull. Fla. State Museum 16 (1) 1-5%. 1971.) docum-
ented the occurences of a small leatherback (size?) and the remains of a

butchered hawksbill in the stomachs of bull sharks, We see a small number of

fresh wounds on nesting females, but there is hardly any shark fishing done

right there to confirm any suspiclons.

tags = Tag loss is approximately 5%. In 1976, 110 of 2046 turtles arrived
with consplcuous tag scars.

separation betwean nEEting_energcnces - Although one can't rule out unfav=-
orable tagging experiences, | would be hard to persuade on this, based on
my experience on the nesting beach. Too many turtles return the same night
or a night later to the exact spot where they previously nested for It to
seem like they are disturbed by the tagging process. | just don't think
theyte that sensitive.

algae - The information on algae was very interesting to me. | certainly
wish | could get a better idea of the bottom off the nesting beach. My
few dredging attempts never turmed up a scrap of vegetation, but | have
been told by local residents that some type of plant grows on the rocks
off Tortuguero Rivar.

Again, thanks for the comments.
Best regards,

JFTTVI

ne Maylan

EQUAL EMPLEGYMENT GPPFORATUNITY /AFFIAMATIVE ACTIGH EMPLOYIZR
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H.umnmm STATE UNIVERSITY. SACRAMENTO
- 13,2.79

Dr.Gecrge H.Balazs

Hawaii Institute of Marine Bioclogy
PO Box 1344

Kaneohe HI 96744

Dear Dr, Balars,

Many thanks for the BIBLIOGEAPHY and
yvour friendly lines.

Even tho' you don't speak the language
I feel warm when I learn about another
hmerican zoologist of Hungarian descen-
dence., I have many ties to the Islands,
and an old interest in Laysan and the
Monk Seals, When I get next time to
Oahu for an extended wvisit I shall
drop in and we'll acguaint personally.
Perhaps I could teach you a few words
of Hungarian, such as 'baratfdoka's=
monk seal,

With warm aloha nui,

t 7 {?aﬂ*dJuu-£}
/ Mikles D,F. Udvardy
Dept.Biol.Sciencas

THE CALINGRMLL KINTE pYERSITY BNO CS00SET
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1Y Feb 1579

Degr NMr, Balaze

Thank you very much for the besutiful calender of bird
pictiures, I have it henging in =y office., I particularly
sppreciste it because I was able to see uost of Lhose birds
on B trip to Ewajallen snd Canton Islands in 1977.

Hope your research with turtles is continuing apd will
be muccessful,

Again thank you for Gthe beauwtiful pictures.

wincerely

At

ilke Btegar

i)

2

Michael J, Blager
228 Pegasus
| Lompoe, CA - §9436

i o Iyp o




SINCE NINETEEN HUNDRED “THE VOICE OF CONSERVATION"

February 12, 1979

Dr. George Balazs

Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
P.0. Box 1346

Coconut Island

Kaneohe

Hawail 967454

Dear George:
Many thanks for the copy of your letter te Archie.

| like all of your proposals for turtle group activities and

responsibilities. Count on my Support. Regarding the mainland China
propesal, something to add to this, much closar to home, Ts Cuba. We
know that Cuba Is an important area for loggerheads, greens, and hawks-

ls. However there is damn little information as to exactly what is
happening with them. | would alse be very interested In knowing if
the Cubans catch Kemp's ridleys dellberately or accidentally, and if
s in what numbers. Rene Marquez has been to Cuba and found the turtle
people cooperative, so | shall pump him for information when | see
him later this week in Orlanda. Archie has also been making some
avertures to the Cubans lately, but without success despite his willingly
sharing with them the Informatien avallable to him.

Regarding the mortality of ridleys in the Texas rearing facility;:
although there was very heavy mortality with the loggerheads that were
raised last year as an exercise in preparation for the ridley oparation,

mortallity with the ridleys has not been too severe. Overall surviver-
ship at present is about 75%, and the turtles now weigh about 600D
grams on average. Some 500 of them are already in Miami ready for the

Florlda Ba re]ease,qghich how seems to be scheduled for the week
beginn]ng{February 19.%

With bfﬂt regards,

Peter f-ﬁ..FrF?EF;rd, Fh.D.

Vice President - Science and Research

FLORIDA AUDUBON SOCIETY

921 Lake Sybelia Drive = P. 0. Drawer7 « Maitland, Florida 32751
(305) B47-2615
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February 12, 1979

Fater C.H. Pritchard, Fh.D.
Vice-President - Science & RNessarch
Florida Audubon Society

921 Lake Bybelia Drive

F.O.Urewer 7

Maitland, Florida 32751

u"Sth

uear Patar,

Thank you for sending ma a copy of your letrer to George Balazs, 1 Bppra-
ciate your lettimg me have your views about the IUCH group. For thosa whe may
be invelved in this in the future, I will vespond to a fow points.

h Euw.ug.muaruupmdahrp,m:mnnuin:rhucmuwﬂlupmn.

ing vhere some members had thelr feres paid und others were upset because
they did not. IUCH received many letters about that, When I visited with
IUCH officiale at Morpes, they (and I) were snxious to aveid rhis problem,
but insisted thev onlv had limited funds.

A problem that anyone helping orgenfsze the TUCH group will have to face is
that some members do nothing, but are full of resolutions at meetings. It
is not completely obvieus to me thet tha bast thing 1s to put everyone in
the group just to keep them happy. I'm sure that anyome running the group
now will get off to & good etart with a wave of popularity by going back
to an all-inclusive groun. It 15 aleEs possible that a small active group,
if given time foz shines for people to adfust, misht have boen Just as ef-
fective, Who knowa?

<. The present group has repressstation from people who are managing turtle
papulations that provide food to human consunption, resource-oriented pecple,
like Schulz and Siow. Thera are problems about having pro=farming interests
represented. It tends to turn things inte an adversary format and peserste

3. While on this, I auggest that any criticisme of "tha regime', aspecially if
conStTuctively intended as these, should at least be copied to Archie Carr,
Co~Chairman of tha greup.

4. It is not obvious to me that the gtoup les lost & lot of its prestipe hecauss
I doubt it evar had much. Just oW, probably more people in turtle conser-
vatlion know about the IUCH/SSC than ever before, through the newslatter and
asscciated activities. The Ascenslon Island issue is juet hotting up.

Fd
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5. I support your view about the need for a sgrong voice from the private

sector. Of course the USA can take the lead in turtle conservation
with all the dollars they are now prepared te spend. BSut most of the
world's turtles are not in the USA. Tt is & pity that despite the en-
couragement given to having a larger mesting, nobody hae pitched im with
any support, or even encouragemant for the Mslaysian conference which
has many potemtials. 1 suppose they are busy working on the Washington
meating.

Yourr pincarely

ifieholas Mropowvsky



