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SIND WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT BOARD

F.0. Bex Ne: 3722
Earachi ( Palciatan )

July 7, 1981.
Mr George H. Balazs,
Haweii Imgtitute of Harine Bielegy,
F.0. Bex 1346,
Kanco e,

Hawadi 96744,
Us 3¢ As

Dsar jir Balaza,
I have received mo reply te my last letter te yeu,

dated May 4, 1981 and sent to the hatlomal narize Misheriea
Sarvice sddress, and wender if you ever raceived it 7 1 enclese
a copy fer your ralferanca.
I am &las sendiay a cepy of the Iirst dey cever fasued,
as scheduled, in June, and turtls stampd. Please accept these with
our campli-auta.
I enclese & couy of the OV ef my Ce-lavestigater and myself,
a5 these may be of relevasce whea yeutassyer LRe JuaTy regarding
h.D. -supervision.

Hany thasks fer yeur help.

Teurs Simcerely,

PRINGIPAL INVESTIZATOR ,
MARINE TURTLE COKSELVAIIUE FanJsil,
SIND WILDLIFE wANAGEAENT BOARD,
P,0. BOX 3722 KMUACHT ( PANTSTAN ).




SIND WILDLIFE HANAGEGENT BOMRD

F/uEN/81/1151
Et'?ﬂ: B"ﬁ"{l 1;‘?21
Karschd ( Pakiatan )

Hay -'r-i_: 1981,

D G H, Balazs,

Natienmpl Warine Pisheries Sarvices,
Seuthweszt Laberatory,

F.0. Bex He: 3830,

Honglulu,

Hawaii 96812,

ﬂﬂﬂl‘ D:'i G" ILl ﬂﬂlﬁ.ﬂﬂ-,

Thank you for yeur Latter and the papars yeu saest .,
They are all very lafer-ative and ugeful. We were particularly

amused by the lovaly phetegraph ef the Henk seal and turtls

mapping, and wuld be Very keea e have a copy of the eriginal
Phetegraph, if at all pesaible . If it is pessible teo lear ua the
segative, we would have it " blowm up " inte a print, amd then returm

the nerative te you.

I will arrange te sead yeu the first day cover and stamos
of the gresa turtls whem they are imsued.

I'm afraid yeur last letter erremesusly slavated =ma t4 the
pogitien of 'Dr.' , wideh I & wot. However, it dees glve we an
appq:i'uiity to ask if yeu can advise us en the preceduras ef obtaining
a Fh, Do Beth my codnvestizater and myself ars keen to use the
irferwation obtained during the course of the pregrawme towards
ebtaimlag this qualification, but wuld appreciste ksewinz whethasr

you, { or ethers wie yeu way recommend ) ceuld supervise us T

Thank you fer all the halp,

Yours simceraly ]

AH

( Mrs. A, Warker Msbraji )
Primcipal Imvestipater,



LE L ABAN WARKTT EABRAYY

“Sexa Pemale.

Haritsl S¢atnss Harried,

Tats of Rirth:s Marsh 12, 1953,

Place of Mrths Quetta, Pakintan.

Promant AMdressiy 1 PBath Tolwn? Foa! Kar-chi=d, Pakis‘'sn.Fhope 532179

Primmry =mad Sacoplary gt Joseph®s Cowent, Quetta 1962-1767, Suetta Ty-mmar T~hool
Muontions fGoatta 1959=1970: Earachi Jysmmay “-hool, Karsehldi 1971,

'ln‘i'l-n'-'h-l 1”
Exsminntion taken,

("miwversity of Cambridgs
exnsination Soard),

Results Mret Mvizion.

Fubieets English Loaguesg-, "mzli-h Iiteraturs, Upda History,deazrsphy,
Gensyal "-isnes, Nathematisr, Hygisns an! Physiolory.

FoCua®a®A' lowel mm

Exem: taken

(Tmiwersity of Cmbridgs
“zazination Boapd),

Subdects Degult,
Biology B2

Chenistyy B
Easlich [ teratuys B

UTnivesity FlucstiontOuosen Mary Tollage, Taiwersity o Lomdon,london, Tn-lant,
Cotobar 177° = Jume 1975,

Degres schisveds  B,No.(Home) in Mology.

Courses “aksnt Prineiples of Bolosy, Prineipla of Teologr, Primciples of
Jametier, Tmtroloetion to Paycrhologzy, Introdaction t5 orgwmie
Chenistry, Tertsbrate Fumetionsl iamtomy, Tosparstive snt
Eavironmental Thvsiolosy, Beein -n' Wahavlionr, Toner=1 ™Mralasy,
Aprlisd Merobiology, Werobiology Speei 1 Stuly= Exparinentsl
Froject, Inssctn = Mapsiolocical and “ronomical Asrpeacts Orgendens
an! the “mviromment® ,Presh Water Trology, Warine ®alogy,iiwva-oed
Earine Stolies,

Zagloment/Activities Record aimce Sysiystion,

1. Conrultant on Tomen'a Lffairrs Pord Poupiation,Tolmmeba?,“sptenbesr to Decsnher 1975,

Publientisnas 1« Tarvay on Hoeoins Problem: for Tomen 1n Pakistsn,
2, "oaen 1n Takisten =h? othey T#lemie enamtries, | salsotesd
Ribliography ='th Ammotations,

2« Traine? 1n Mologieal 2uality Condrel at Pleane Parsacsgtieals, heshire, nzlsnd.
Janes to Anrust 1976.

3. Napogar, Boloricsl Cuality Comtrol, Warker Alkoloids,Ouetta, 197670,

4, Sim? ¥114141fe Wanagement Board,Tortle “omserwatiss Profeet,Toluntepy basis
1972 Jume 1980,

5. Prineipal Inweetizgator. IUCN Projest 1451 = Pakigtn="onserwtion of Tnrtle
Hawksbay sn! Sandepit. July 19680 - Jume 1991,

6s Comtro for Fopulmtion Activitien "Vomem in ¥an-geeent™ Traininz Progromee,
Washinston D,C.lMay ta Jume 1977, MPPA Tellowship.

T+ Tsaching Malogy at the Asslemy S-hoal to 0.0.%.'0" an? *Af=level stofdents.

8. Pres= Tapce Tritin: on Tomen's Tssuee an? T11147s far the mewspepers, Books,
Joarnels ste.



ATPENDIY oTTT

CLRRICUITE YIvae

Wemat PENITOA PTEOOUS
Sex: Feanle.
Earttal stotun: timele.
Dats of Mrih Tst July 1954,
Mlacs of brths Fewalpindi, Pakistan,
Presant adiress: P=340 People's Colony menr Forth Nasimabad Mook N Kaw-chi,Pakisten
Primery & Socom'ary  St.Jossph's W44ls st NWorasl Conwent School Sarghotha 1959-1969,
Fdgeation (3.3e0) dovermment J3irl's Primnry S-hool Karnohi 1964,
Esvnsht Toayd, Baomague Tolam 21rl% Sceondary School Karnchi 1955=1959,
Resvl': Ist Mvirion, .
Schiactnr _Fhynies, Cheaistry, Blalosy, "aclish,Trio Yathesatics,Telemist.
04 they Sacomlary Karsohi "ollsse for Tomen, Kar-chi 19T0=T1.
:Lﬂm:"] Besults IT Mviatisn, ;

Zabjects: Tnglish, Urda, Chemistry, Piyates, Mology,
Boantion at Jovermment llege for Tomen,Xarschi, 1972=T1.
Sraduste Tewel (B,9.) Parults T Mrision,

Karschi Thiversity. Tuhscts w. Roteny, Isolacy, Tmglish,Trio,Telsafe

University ¥ueation 1, Hanter's Degree in Narime WMolozy 1974 = 1976,
E::;:l "m Fesulte Int Diviclonan? Ist Toeition, Trafe= A,
L] .

Coursos tak-n: Introtuction to Marime Mology, yaieal Oosanography, Yarine
Merobiology,Marine Soteny, Molosy of “hytoplankton (
(Mnoflamellstes an! Matoms), A'vencs! Tavertabr-ts Bolowy,
Fisheries Siolosy,Mochmistyy of Warine in‘mel+,Physfoloy
of larine inimal=,Thellfieh Molory, Werins Toolomy,
Rosoogeogr-phy of Narine Animel:, Molo-ical Statistion, ste.

2, Naster's Dezres in Joolosy 1977 = 1979,
Peralty To* Mylfrton =a’ Iat 'oaition, drofe - A,

Coupras taksng rvroe! Tnawertebrate Z0ology, hordsts Mnlogy. Mompepative
Anatomy of Vertebrates, "wlotion am? Taleontolosy, ninel
Sehavionr,%eslozy, "lamentary Statisties im Molorr,Tenstiss
=a! Oytolory Amimal Fyyaiolosy, ‘mimsl Mochemistry Toogesgr-thy.

Zpscialisdtion in Peresitolozy.

Cestode Norphalosy and Fatholary, Trsmetode morpholozy ~mnft
Patholozy Nemntology, Hasmatolozy sm? Stainine ‘Ngiml
Protogeology, Imtrofuction to Animel Paryasitology,Pleh Pathslogy
end druge, Frpsrimentel parssitolozy, Imamelosy sm! Sa-olasy

"rining Courser iMyncsd Prcional Treinins eourns $n Maloriesl Opssnoer-phy

held im Eayschi 1978 sponsoyed hy WNr-=-~0,

Lt present: fngagzed by Tin! T14147e Tanatsmont Boart Mar-ohi s

Co=Tavestizntor Sarime “u-*ls Compsvestion Profect.

QUMz ACTTVYTTES.
Partieipate! im schoneo Exhibition im Karachi Oollege for Tomen 1971.

Tarked on Narinme Prewn Tawonocmy nd Sexusl Maorphdiss in the Mstitutisn of
Narins Molazy 1975. :

Torke! on Opster Bolozy -m! Taxonouy in the Imetitu's of Warins Piology Ksr-chi
Undiversity 1977.
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SINCE NINETEEN HUNDRED "THE YOICE OF CONSERVATION"

September 9,1981

Dr. George Balazs

Hawail Institute of Marine Biology
P. 0. Box 1346

Coconut [sland

Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744

Dear George:

Many thanks for your letter of August 31. There are pros and cons to Including
the S5ea Turtle Conservatlon Strategy in the Conservation Manual: the pros are
that it contains a great deal of valuable information: the cons are that the
Strategy Is so detailed that It stands to be dated within a few years, as
specific tasks are completed; that much of the information is not relevant to
any given country trying to use the manual; and that the manual Is already
twice as long as many people think it should be and should not be made longer.
| do not have strong views either way, and will leave the decision to Berry
and Lankford.

Regarding the circumstances of the d1fficulty | encountered in getting the
Strategy put in the Recovery Plan: these stemmed In part from the Team simply
wishing to have the Plan represent its own original work throughout, rather
than Including what would amount to a massive quote. However, the real prob-
lem | encountered was that people wanted time to go through it line by line
before they would consider Including it; one Team Member made the observation
that Wayne King's name on the Strategy made it immediately susplicious, and
sevaral other members then added that they would not support its inclusion
without having time for a line-by-line analysis. The issue then more or less
dropped, singce there was not time for the analysis at the meeting, and |
don't think the issue has come up again since.

Perhaps the reason | did not fight harder for it (and | did arque for about
half an hour) was that | understood the note of revulsion with which Wayne
King's name is increasingly recelved In conservatien circles, He and | used to
be friends, but he decided that | was public enemy no. 1 when | was a party
to a plan to save Kemp's ridley by establishing a captive breeding colony

at Grand Cayman. This prompted what | still regard as the most intellectually
Intolerant act that it has been my fortune to witness, namely his attempt
(which he told me about personally) to have me kicked off the Recovery Team

FLORIDA AUDUBON SOCIETY

921 Lake Sybelia Drive = P, O. Drawer 7 ¢ Maitland, Florida 32751
(305) 647-2615




Fage Two

because of my initiatives on Grand Cayman. His effort falled. Since then,
Wayne has tried to blackball me and hold me up to public ridicule whenever

he can. In India, he loudly criticized me to a whole busload of distinguished
conservationists for taking a photograph of a snake charmer for my son; and
immediately after | spoke In plenary sessfion In favor of the inclusion of
Dermatemys in Appendix |, he stood up and, with no reference or apolegy

to what | had Just sald, argued that 1t should go in Appendix Il {even though
the arguments for its inclusion where even more imperative than for the
flatback, since It was blologlcally endangered as well as a loophole for
smuggling sea turtle products).

Wayre's actions have of course not gone unnoticed by others, and it s no
secret that hls much=-sought chairmanship of the 55C was given to another be-
cause of his vindictive habits, not because of the technicallty that was pre-
sented publicly at the Gainesville $5C meeting. There is an extensive story
behind this which | can tell you 1f you wish when we next meet. So while

what happened as regards the inclusion of the Strategy Is indeed "‘patently
ludicrous'', as you wrote, It is also understandable,

| am afrald | am not going to follow your recommendation that | have the

"of fending members' of the Recovery Team removed. | simply do not subscribe to
the philosophy of attempting to eliminate people from committees or anything
else just because | disagree with them. This Intellectual totalltarism may be
Wayne King's technique, but it is not mine. Meanwhile, please fesl free, as

a concerned individual and friend, to give me unsollcited advice whenever

you wish; you do not need to refer to your position as a Consultant to the
Recovery Team to justify this, and rest assured that any recommendations

you glive me will be welcoma, will be read, and will be considered. Agresmant
| cannot guarantee in advance, but | Imagine this will be the case more often
than not.

Meanwhile, if the Kemp's ridley (the only sea turtle species currently threat-
ened with world-wide extinction) survives after all, | beg you to ask yourself
honestly whether my efforts since 1968, or those of Wayne King, were the more
contributory.

| am not sending coples of this letter to anyone else, but If you wish to,
| suppose there is nothing here that | am not prepared to defend in a public
forum.

F.5. A couple of points of interest: i) | hear that WWF USA Is giving 53,000
to the Cayman Turtle Farm to provide feed for the colony of 150 Kemp's ridleys.
It 18 good to know that the conservation establishment [s basing its actions
on species survival rather than on more petty considerations. i1) | hear that
Suarez pleaded guilty to the numerous sins of which the US Government accused
him, and plea-bargained for a 510,000 fine rather that submit himself to trial
by jury.

sincerely,

Peter C.H. glltEﬁard Ph.D.
YViee President = Science and Research

PCP/rmp
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United States Science and Agricultural Research 1816 North University Street
l Department of Education MNorth Central Region Peoria, llinois
Agriculture Administration Morthern Regional 61604
Research Center

September 9, 1981

Dr., George H. Balaze

Hawaii Institute of Marine Blology
University of Hawaili at Manoa

P.0. Box 1346

Coconut lsland

Kaneche, HI 96744

Dear Dr. Balazs:

Your question on the authentication of sea turtle products is one that has been
raised sewveral times in the past few wvears, but as far as I know, there is no
mathod for doing it mow. There certainly appears to be an area of research hera
that could lead to such a method if some agency or university cared to pursue it.
I discussed this problem with some colleagues and one of them suggested that a
difference in compositions of metal ioms might exlst between fresh and salt water
turtles, and that atomic absorption might be the means to measure these fons. Of
course, research would be mecessary to prove that such a difference exilsts and to
establish a technigque.

I am gorry that I cannot be of further help. If wou find through vour inquiries
that a method does exist for this determination, I would appreciate knowing abcut
it zo that I can pass the word along.

Sincerealy,

H_ % @M

G. F. BPEHCER, BResearch Chemist
Instrumental Analysis Research
Horticultural and Special Creps Laboratory



Department of Education North Central Region Pearia, lllinois
Agriculture Administration Morthern Regional 61604
Research Center

@ United States Science and Agricultural Research 1815 North University Street

Seprtember 9, 1981

br. George H. Balazs

Hawall Institute of Marine Bioclaopy
University of Hawaii at Manoa

P.0. Box 1346

Coconut Lsland

Kaneohe, HL 96744

Dear Dr. Bala=zs:

Your gquestion on the authentication of sea turtle products is one that has been
raised several times in the past few wears, but as far as I know, there is no
method for delng 1t now. There certainly appears to be an area of research here
that could lead to such a method if some agency or university cared to pursue it.
I discussed this problem with some colleagues and one of them supggested that a
difference in compositions of metal lone mipght exist between [resh and salt water
turtles, and that atomic absorptiom might be the means to measure these loms. Of
courge, regearch would be necessary to prove thet such a difference exists and to
establish a technigue.

I am gorry that I cannot be of further help. If you find through your inquiries
that a method does exist for this determination, I would appreciate knowing about
it go that I cam pass the word along. '

Sincerely,

Y fppo—

G. F. SPEHCER, Besearch Chemist
Instrumental Analysls Research
Borticultural and Specilal Crops Laboratory



UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAINESVILLE, 32811

DEPARTMENT OF ZOOLOGY
233 BARTRAM mMALL
FOE-3WE1 1OT

September 10, 1981

Mr. Colin Limpus

National Parks and Wildlife
Service

Pallarenda

Townsville. 4810

Australia

Dear Colin:

(hany thanks for your letter.
‘1'11 send a formal proposal and request for an
invitation to hold the Turtle Group meeting in
Australia when I return from Tortuguero in ten days.
The turtle season was very poor this year; not
the worst, but among the lean ones in the 26-years
of our project. And, as you may recall, last year
was the best. What do you make of it?
Hope your turtle courting and cooting studies
go well this season.
Best regards.
Sincerely yours,
r -
Archie Carr
Chairman
Marine Turtle Specialist Group,
IUCH

xc: George Balazs
F, Wayne King

AC/Ljw
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Dy Wayne Eing,

Tha i'l-;dn Dhuro usomn,
Husoi Load,
al florida,
R»E1,

Us Se As

Dear Wayne,

Moy Ghopies for Lhw ooy ﬁtﬂ‘lﬂt‘h‘:iﬁ'ﬂiﬁn 1
mmmmﬂlﬁmmh finaline this long
stending matioz,.

InthhrngﬂIumlutngalﬂtﬂmmw“
#m"m’iriJWrmﬁimﬁmInmeml Soogtuary.
That egploing o positdone

Hith all good wishes.

fows sinccraly,

Ge 3. do 3ilva

¥
|
£
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TAMAN NEGARA SABAH

SABAH NATIONAL PARKS
BOX 626, KOTA KINABALU, SABAH, MALAYSIA. TEL: 54452

Your Ref:— BCNPRO/52,/1,/96

O Ref:— TI/FY 13th Jue,; 1981

Mr; G. 8. de 8ilva,

Emﬁgg ﬁgai E;;liq:l Parks BUNFIDENT‘ AL

P. O. Box 768,
Sandakan, Sabah.

Dear de Silva,

Sabah/Fnilippines Intermational Turtle
sanctuary

Thank you for your letter dated the 23rd April forwar— °
ding your repart on the discussions held al Wew Selhd. I
appreciate’ tha problems with the Philippines bt T am vary
interested in the outcone of Dr. Wayne King's visit, and if
there 1= anything that T a5 Chairman or the Gowerpment can
do please let me know.

Yours sincerely,

{Tan Sri Datuk Thomas Jayasuriya)
thairman

., C, Director,
Gabal Maticnal Parks.
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AECOS

46-132 Kahuhipa Street, Kaneohe, Hawan 96744
Phone (B08) 2355404

August 24, 1981

Mr. George Balazs

Hawaii Institute of Marine Bioloay
P.0. Box 1346

Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744

lear George,

Please find enclosed a photocopy of a letter from a dude running a com-
mercial fishing boat in Baja, Mexico. He has an interesting reference to
fishing for turtles on the second page. He is going to be visiting Hawadii
in a few weeks if you want to talk to him.

I hope this note finds you well.

51 ere]yt f’q
ol e

Dayid Crear

enclosure

BC:ir

HAWAIl « S5AN FRANCISCO
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PROSPECTUS FOR 1981/82

Objects of the Group

To promote the welfare of, and interest in, Tortoises, Terrapins and Turtles both
in captivity and in the wild, and to fulfill these objectives by meetings, contacts
and publications. This is the only Group in the United Kingdom to cater solely for
the chelonia enthuslast.

Membership and Subscriptions

Membership is open to.all persons interested in chelonians. Annual subscriptions
are as follows :-

I o v a i £3.50
FamI Y. s oeoanssnsnsnsacnns £3.50
Junior (under 16)..... i o200
DVE I SERS . ¢ v ninonnnnnnmns .EB.00

Subscriptions run from April 1st 1981 to March 31st 1982.
Any additional donations towards the Group's running costs are gratefully received,

HEEtinEE

Informal meetings are held at approximately 2/3 month intervals.

Publications

The Newsletter is Issued 6 times per year and contains details of meetings, short
articles, correspondence, news items and veterinary notes. The journal TESTUDD s
published annually and contains articles and papers oh the care, feeding, breeding,
housing, maintenance, behavoural, veterinary and conservation aspects of all
chelonians., A balance Is deliberately almed at between basic and more advanced
articles In order to appeal to all interests.

LTbrarI

An expanding library is maintained containing both books and papers. These are
available to members attending meetings or by postal loan.

---------- i R T R R R R R B T S

THE BRITISH CHELONIA GROUP MEMBERSHIF APPLICATION

Please use BLOCK CAPITALS

MAME: HR/HRS/MISS...cccuiuuusn R e R R e e R e R e e
ADDHE55:+I1-Ii1 ------------------ S e R wE R T EE R E AT EE RO EE N OEEEEE S W ENE g WA e e AT e R
AGE: (Junior applicants only) ....vcveuveninnnens

E!GHEDI‘ lllllllllllllll L LB BN B i DATE-II LR BN N BN R B B A -

Please return to the Treasurer: Mike Cross, Esq.,
6 Crossmead,
Woolavington,
Bridgwater,
Somerset.

Cheque/postal order for subscription/donations made payable to
IHTUHE ohiTiIcy rFrUurc A1 &mAatiEll £~ o aboe - . . w>



TRAFFIC (USA) @i

Connesieul Avenue MW Washinglon, OO, 20000 Tekphone (2027 787-7907 Cebie PAMDAFUND Teaw 64505

Angust 21, 1981

Mr, George Balazs

University of Hewaii at Manca
Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
P.O. Box 1346

Coconut Island

Faneche, Hawaii 96744

Dear George,

The situation you present in your 16 July merorandum is just one of

a mumrber of absurdities we've heard about in trying to prosecute violators
and deter illegal wildlife trade. 2As you probably lmow, the U.5,
government lost a large case in Texas by not being able to chemically

prove that turtle meat imported as Dermatemys mawii was acutally sea
turtle meat.

Colin Limpus is pursuing the same guestion in Australia and I've
enclosed all correspondence.

Good luck in your pursunit.,

Ernclosuras

TRAFFIC |ULS.A ) — Tiade Recaords Anglveis ¢f Flarg and Fauna in Cammersco — s @ Spocialist Group 4f fhe Bpesiss Survval Commission af the
Inlemational Unsam far Canseratian of Matwe ard Nalural Besodrors: IHs funchion 15 00 manio! 108 dnkeenalional frade 10 wikdible and nlasits
TRAFFIG LL&A) 15 lunmed by Weorle Wiklibe Furd-LLS



UEFARTMENT OF BUSINESS AND CONSUMER AFFAIRS

BUREAU OF CUSTOMS
cestams |

CAMBERAA AC.T, 2800
TELEPHOME:

Reply 10 Compinaller-Ganseral
COuoie

é May 1981

Ms Niceole Dupaix

Traffic TSA

1601 Connecticut Ave, NW
WASHINGTON DC 20009

Dear Ms Dupaix,

You have been recommended to my Department by Mr
Colin Limpus of the Queensland National Parks and Wildlife
Service. Mr ldimpus is involved in turtle research in
Australia and ls a member of the Sea Turtle Specialist
Committee.

Mr Limpus has identified a problem which exists here
in relation to the sale of imported products which purport
to contain turtle extracts. In the main these products are
cosmetics (turtle oil creams) and turtle soups (said to be
based on turtle meat).

The provisions of the Convention om International
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora are admin-
istered by my Department and as turtles are covered by these
provisions we are keenly interested in identifying if indeed
these or similar products contain turtle extract.

I seek your assistance in thiz matter particularly
in regard to methods which would assist in identifying the
presence of turtle by-products. As I am sure you would
understand it is difficult for my Department to prohibit the
importation of these products without having some firm acient-
ific basis for so doing.

I would appreciate any assistance you could afford
in this matter.
Yours famlly.
JOHN E. MOLLER)

for Assistant Secretary
Insyectiﬂn & Controls




THE INTERNRATIONAL OCEANOGRAPHIC FOUNDATION
3979 Rickenbacker Causeway, Mfami, Florida 33149

We acknowledge and thank you for your:

Iatea® o . . LE. . . -,
manuscwE{pt . . . . N
photographs . . + + + & =2
transparencies . . 12 . .
m‘k # - L] L] L] - L] L] - L] -
brochure

You will be hearing from us soon.
Very truly wyours,

Date 4 Sept. 1981 Jean Bradfisch e.a.
Editorial Department




Mr, George H, Balazs

Hawail Institute of Marine Biology
P.0. Box 13456 Coconut Island
Kaneche, Hawaii 90744
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1601 Connecticut Avenus M -W.. Washington, D.C. 20008 Telephone (202) 797-7801 Cable PANDAFUND Telx 64505

May 26, 1981

Mr. John E. Moller
Bureau of Customs
t of Business & Consumer Affairs
Canberra 2600
Mustralia

Dear Mr. Moller:

We have received your request of 6 May, for information relating to sca
tirtle product identification.

A similar problem exists in the U.S. where law enforcement officials have
seized several thousand kilos of sea turtie meat which was imported under
the quise of a non-CITES freshwater turtle species, Dermatemys mawii.
Based on chemical amalysis, Dr. Sylvia Braden has devised a method of
determining the species of sea turtle from even a smll piece of sen turtle
meat. Howsver, she has vet to perfect a nethod of distinguishing sea turile
meat fram any other reptile meat: this has been the stumbling block in

our test casas.

In addition, Dr. Gayland Spencer has been trying to isolate chemiczls in
turtle oils which may be specific to marine turtles, but we have no further
information on his findings. We have requested both scientiste to send
information on their testing methods directly to youwr office., From our
talks with U.S5. Law Enforcement officials, no process has yet bheen developad
which will stand up in a U.S. court of law. But it is only a matter of

time for this situation to change.

Flease contact us again should you need any further information.
Sincerely,

friflele f{'j"tf'f’iﬂ

Hicole Duplaix
Director

cc: olin Limpus

TAAFFIC (U.5.A |=Trade Records Anafysis of Flara and Faisa in Commeres—Iia a sclantitic

@ WORLD WILDLIFE FUMD-LLS, q |*rn rﬁﬂ:.:ﬂ-ﬂql":anﬂr' grogam monitaring trade In wildfita, pleats. and 1heir eroducts. 18 s
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Department of Education Morth Central Region Pearia, llinois
Agriculture Administration Morthern Regional 61604
Research Center

June 2, 1981 RECEIVED JUN 1 2 gy

ATEMATL

@ Linited States Science and Agricultural Research 1815 North University Street

Mr. John E. Moller

Department of Business and
Consumer Affairs

Bureau of Customs

Canberra A.C.T. IZ60D

Australia

Dear Mr. Moller:

Mg, Duplaix of Traffic USA has asked me to respond to your questions on the
identification of turtle products in formulations. This problem has gotten
increagsed interest in the past few years, but as yer, I know of no chemical
methods for such identifications. Although I have no experience with the
analysia of meats or soups, I have been involved in the analysis of fats and
gils for the past several years. One of the problems in the identification of
turtle fats is their asimilarity to fish cils. 1 conducted a proximate analvsis
of three sea turtle facs and found no compounds that were wnique to turtles.
However, examination of trace componeénts might FEﬂE&I guch a compound.

Another problem that occurs to mé is that no study has been conducted to find
put what wvariationz {in turtle chemistry) might be due to species, diet, age,
sex, or envirommental parameters. In addicion, trade in fresh warer turtles is
lepal in the U.5., so one would need to prove which specles the suspected
product comes from.

In spite of these difficulcies, T helieve chat there may be ways to do the job
by chemical means I some agency is willing to undertake the research necessaty
to find them., I recently sent samples of turtle oils to another chemist who
may be attacking the problem. He is:

Hr. Pete Clemeénts

.5, Customs Laboratory

1=3 E. Bay Street, Boom 208
Savannsh, Cecrgia 31401

I am sorry that I have po actual answers to your questions, but you might contsct
Mr. Clements and see what research he enviailons.

Sincerely,

CAYLAMD F. SPEMCER, Research Chemist
Instrumental apnalysis Research
Horticultural and Special Crops Lehoracory

cC:

Nicole Duplaix, Traffic (USA4)
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Director,

Anti smuggling Operations,
Bureau of Customs,
Canberra. A.C.T. 2600,

Dear Mr, Bennett,

e importing of sea turtle products into Australia

In the last few weeks I have again checked on the aveilability of cosmetics based
on turtle oile in the local shope, I find that all of the products I brought to your
Department's attention in my letter 2 March 1981 are still on sale in the Televent
shops.

in addition two more turtle oil based products have joined them now in the shop
displays.

Winla Turtle 0il Night Moisturing Creas (see attachment A.). This is being
marketed through Pharmacies and other =dtres marketing the other Winlo
products.

sStarlet Turtle (8] Moisturing Hand Creme (see attachment BE.). This may be
a repackaging of the previously reported Starlet product. This is being
marketed through Coles Stores.

1 am still interested in knowing what the conditions are that allows the importation
of turtle oils into Australia. Is there & problem which requires research to provide
the necessary information before regulation of imports can be implemented? If so, could
you advise me so that I can pass the problem on to the Sea Turtle Specialist Group.

would it be posgible for you to inform me of the countries of origin of the turtle
oilsfcosmetics involved?

Yours sincersly,

C.J, LIMFUS,
Member 1.0.C.H., 8,5.C. Sea Turtle Specialist Committee.
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Miss Christine Stevens
Animal ¥Welfare Institute
P.0. Box 3550
¥ashington, D.C. 20007
"l EI l.r

Dear Christine Stevens;

I have a friend who has been involved with conservation of species
here in ¥exico, his position at this time is researcher for a Zoo, that
ie being planned in & place called "Calete Zel-Ha" ( on the ceribbean coast)
Quintana Roo, Mexico, this man is faziliar with the nesting grounds, and
the cruel habitusl killing of the nesting turtles, He could, with certain
officlal backing be a strong force on conservation of marine species in
Mexico. This gentleman is a sincere, honest, knowledgeable perscn, he
doas spesks pome Engligh, he is also a gui:h for tours that go through
the jungle in this area.

" Mexico neseds the professional and official help of Fhur orgenization
to start a really serlous conservation program. This parson could work
or cooperate with your organization and open doors with contacts in the
Goverment, to try to establish real laws that will help these people realize
that they are destroying thelr own nstural beauty on a national scale.

If I had more time and money I would devote myself to be pore agressive
in mr help to you, hovever eincs T am a workise perscom, it is A3fficult
for me, so through Cesar you may accomplish a great deal. I would suggest
a Spanish speaking person from your crganization with official docoments =
of hle identity and positlon and sufficient documental material, movies,
letters, existing official forces and conssrvation in cther countries, ete,

You eould also go to the Azerican Embassy 1f you pesded letters of
iptroduction, do you have somesone who could work with or use the help of
this person?.

Can you interpret inio Spanish the many informstive letters that would
pretain to the endangered specles in Mexlco?
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Mige Christine Stevens
Anime?l Welfare Institute.
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My other suggestion in which I may be able to hu.‘nl::Lf you could

4
'_'ﬂ.\ ¢ of all wild 1ife problems that would pretain to Mexlco, we can

prepare’
ask for an audisnce with Mr. President Jose Lopez Portillo, or at least

inform him personaly of the situation apd the professional work that
your organizstion is doing. We could ask his direction and hie suggestlons
for Mexieo, I know this is possible and I do believe it could be lzportant

for worljconservation. oA

. : fiaf)
I an ipcluding names of different people Lo whom ﬁ‘m has besn working
on & Goverment level in this country, politics are always involved ina
this type of project, and it 1e nesessary to wock with them.

Slnceraly,

Georgla Charuhas de H.

P.5. these animele I am listing, are the cne's that my friend Cesar ls aware
of , that exist in the areas where is worklng.

Tapir, deer, aceleted turkey, wlld pheasant, ihe peelot, the margay,
ths splder monkey, jagnar, the pums, jaguarandi, sagutl, the slpaca,
the jabali, the censo, turtles, alligators and nanatl,

GCH/me



Mr. Cesar Clairin Luna

Azer 42 years, -

Addresa; Apartade Poctal 358, Cencun, Quinians Roo, Mexico
Work; Tour gulde speciazlist in wild 1ife tours.

Studys: Agriculture & Cattle raising,
Tour Guide,
Director of plane for native Zoo in Cozunel & Calets
Zel=Ha Quintana Roo, Mexleo.

References: Dr. Jaime Rejas, Direccion de Pesca,
Director de conservacion de fauna marina,

Sr. Andre Pruneds, Arquitecto, Director del Fidecoimiso
Caletn Zel-Ha, Quintana Roo.
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10 August 1981

George Balazs

Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
University of Hawaii at Manoa

P. 0. Box 1346

Coconut Island

Kaneche, Hawaii 96744

Dear George:

I still am unable to locate my copy of the "3-Year Term of Office"
letter from IUCN, but I have enclosed a draft of just such a letter
that I used to send out to the members of the Crocodile Specialist Group
when I was chairman.

I won't be able to stop off in Hawajd on the way to Christchurch,
the way back. The dates aren't

but T will have a day or two laygver on/tl

firm yet, but it will be around(24-26 October! There are some things
I have to do during my stopover but I'm hoping that I can spend one of
those days with you Tooking at sea turtles and turtle habitat.

I haven't heard a word from Lucas Chin since our last letters.

Sinijyely,
Wit
ﬁé*’ y
F. "Wayne King
Director

FHE:55

Enclosure
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MEMORANDUM

TO: A1l Members of the Specialist Group

FROM: , Chairman

SUBJECT: Term of Appointment for IUCN Cosmission Members

Article VIII 2 of the IUCN Statutes and paragraph e) of its
implementing regulation define the term of office of all Commission
members as:

"The normal term of appointment of Commission members shall be
the period between the constitution of the Commission after one
ordinary session of the General Assembly and the constitution
of the Commission after the next ordinary session of the General
Assembly. Members appointed after the constitution of the
Commission shall serve for a period between their appointment
and the constitution of the Commissions after the next ordinary
sessfon of the General Assembly. Members may be reappointed on
the expiration of their terms.”

The 15th General Assembly of IUCN will be convened in Christchurch,
New Zealand 11 to 23 October 1981. In accordance with the statutes and
regulations the appointments of the members of the Species Survival
Commission, together with its Specialist Groups, will expire at that
time. Members may be reappointed, but renomination is not automatic.
Regulation g) implementing Article VIII 2 states:

"Once each year, each Commission Chairman shall review with his
Commission names of members, correspondents and consultants who
have been inactive or unresponsive., Each Commission s empowered
to recommend to the Council in the case of members and the Chaifrman
of the Commission in the case of correspondents and consultants

the termination of appointments of these individuals.”

During General Assembly years, this mandated review of membership
takes place during the General Assembly. Therefore some members of the
Species Survival Commission and its Specialist Groups may not be
reappointed. The final decision is the responsibility of the Commission
Chairman and the IUCN Council.

Members who are reappointed will be notified by letter from the
Chairman of the Commission, Grenville Lucas, or he may ask Chairmen of
Specialist Groups to notify their members.

The purpose of this letter is not to forecast or imply any particular
change in Specialist Group membership. It is simply to remind
all members of normal operating procedure within IUCN.



The Specialist Group has been effective on a number
of conservation fronts since the last General Assembly. I have been
especially fortunate in being chairman of the Group and in being able
to call on the expertise of various members when particular issues arose.
I wish to thank each member for the assistance he or she gave, and I
look forward to working with the Group during the coming triennium.
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10 August 1981

Dr. Robert Scott
IUCK lleadguarters
Avenue du Mont Blanc
CH 1196 Gland
Switzerland

Dear Bob:

_What is the status of the Director General's visit to the Philippines
on the way to or from the IUCN General Assembly in October? You will
recall that we discussed his stopping off in the Philippines in order to
promote the development of a cooperative Philippine/Sabah program of
sea turtle conservation. In fact, Chew Wee Lek even wrote to the
Philippines to announce that an October meeting was in the works. Time
15 growing short and if we're going to do anything we need to get on
with the scheduling. I still think it would be best if George Balazs
could meet the DG in the Philippines in order to provide him with the
expertise to answer any questions that might arise.

Sincerely,

Nl
F.'Wayng King

Director
FWk:ss

cc: Grenville Lucas
George Stanley de Silva
George Balazs
Archie Carr

A UNIVERSITY MUSEUM WITH RESEARCH EMPHASIS ON CARIBEEAN NATURAL AND SOCIAL HISTORY

ESUAL EMPLOYMENT OFFOQRTUMITY/AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER









reference: 81-037/v

Mr. G.H, Balasg

U.5: Dept. of Commerce

Natl. Oceanic and Atmospheric Adm,
Natl. Marine Fisheries Service
Southwest Fisheries Center
Honolulu Laboratory

F.0. Box 3830

Honolulu

Hawaii 96812

Dear Mr. Balasg:

INTEENATIONAL TURTLE & TORTOISE FOUNDATION
Publishers of Chelonologlea

I.T.T.F,

PO. Box 125
ETD0 AC Bolsward
The Naderlands

date: 5-7=-1981 Phone: 0OBIST—2705

Thank you for your interest in one of the articles published in one of our

periodicals.

However, concerning your request I have to dlsappoint you, because offprints are

only availeble from the authox(s) that has written the article.

However, in this case the aricle you requested for has not been published yet

becausze of a conglderable delay im publisghing and for receiving too late the

illustrating msterial,

Around half august vou may contact Mr. Villanueva about offprints, because about

that time he should have recelved offprints of his article.

In case vou do not have his sddress:

A. Villanwewo 0.

Instlituto Wacional de la Pesca
Alvara Obregon 269

10 piso

Mexico (7} DF

+H. du Pom,
President/Editor



'l

Mational Zoological Park-Smithsonian Institution-Washington, D.C. 20008

August 31, 1981

Georpge H. Balazs

University of Hawall at Manoa
Hawaii Imetitute of Marine Biolopy
P.0, Box 1346

Coconut Island

Kaneohe, Hawall 96744

Daar Geotga:

If the cans advertise Green Turtle and if it iz not legal to do commerce
in this country in any sea turtle, then the case seems simple. If our
legislative proceduree are so pedantic as to negate this, then prosecute them
under false advertising!

How sbout biochemical studies? Ask Hendrickson, Rainey, the NMFS woman
in S8E (long red braids).

Good lucH,

Lk

Jacl Frazier
Besearch Associate
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SINCE MIMETEEN HUNDRED "THE VOICE OF CONSERVATION"

£nne Meylan

DPepartment of Zoology ;
Unuverslty of FLORIDA

Gainasville

Florida 32611

9 June 1981

Dear Annfa:

Hany thanks for sending the copy of your letter to Fred Berry. | am sure
Fred and Bob Lankford will give your concerns careful consideration. Meanwhile,
since | was the author of the wording in question, let me give you my thoughts
on whys* | included Tt originally and proposed that it be kept.

Firstly, we recelved a stern lecture in Costa Rica at the meetings last
year to the effect that a totally protectionist document was npot what I0CARIBE
had in mind, and would be ignored by most Caribbean fisheries officers if it
turns out that way.

| do think you need to bear in mind that our target audience for the manual
is fisheries officers whose constituents are only interested in turtles as
things to ki1l and eat, and who, Tn many, cases, do not regard turtles as even
in danger. Many of those who do realize they are diminishing still feel that
it is better to clean them out and get a one-time use from the resource rather
than protect it forever on aesthetic grounds. You and | disagree with this
philosophy, but we must argue our case persuasively. A document that is protect-
ionist all the way will simply be of no interest to the pecple whom we wish to
influence; even with the "offending' sections, we still have an exceeding ly
conservative document. My philosephy of dealing with people who are determined
to exploit turtles is to tell them how to do it in ways that will not exterminate
the population - and this may well incorporate total protection for a time to
allow stocks to recover - since they will simply laugh you out of town If you tell
them turtles are "special" and should never be exploited under anmy circumstances.
It Is llke the dilemma you might face if you had a young teenage daughter who
was sleeping with her boyfriend; you could preach the virtues of abstinence, and
be totally ignored; or you could give her some tips on birth control, and at
least she might not end up pregnant.

My own philosophy of turtle exploitation, as you probably know, Ts extremely
protective. | have never eaten turtle, or preached in favor of turtle farming,
or offered public comment en the excellence of turtle as a food item. | have

FLORIDA AUDUBON SOCIETY

921 Lake Sybelia Drive » P. O. Drawer 7 = Maitland, Florida 32751
(305) 647-2615



never even killed turtles for scientific purpeses (even though | was urged to

get used to doing this by my academic committee year ago), and while | do confass
& weakness for pet keeping, many of the turtles In my care have been with me for
fiftean years or so now, so | am not really a significant consumer. However,

the more | travel around, the more | realize that the world in general does

not share my sentimental views on turtles, and is not about to assume them, so

| have to adopt biological rather than "personal ethle" arguments.And biologically,
| believe turtles are pretty tough, and will survive unless complate mavhem is
committed on their populations, especlally on the nesting grounds. Ecologleal 1y,
turtles are not super-sensitive creatures like dodos or flightless rails; they
have high reproductive potential and the ability to survive despite predation

and setbacks of many kinds.

Regarding your technical points: it still seems to me to be common SEnse
to take the earliest nests If you have to put up with some exploitation of
turtle eggs (though, as | mentioned in the manual, even overcrowded nesting
grounds are better used as study areas to determine means of natural population
control). Indeed, if this were done at really heavily nested sites |ike
Nancite and Ostional, | would not be at all surprised If the season ended up
with considerably more hatchlings reaching the sea than otherwise, since when a
turtle nests on top of an older nest, both nests are tikely to fail. Read
Cornelfus' and Robinson's excellent report on last season to see what | mean.

| remain unconvinced that some turtles only nest cnce in a lifetime, unless
their 1ife Is cut short by predation; It makes no biological sense for am animal
to take so long to mature and then nest only once, especially when ather,
seemingly similar, turtles of the same species may nest a dozen or two times in

a lifetime. | think the observation is an artifact of monel-metal tagging;
some people conclude that if they do not find a tagged turtle nesting again,
then that turtle only nested once In Its 1ifa. Objectlons te this reasoning

are fairly obvious, and include the following:

i} It may have nested once or more before it was tagged.

ii) It may have nested subsequently and not been seen.

i11) The tag may have dropped off, and the scar healed L.

iv) It may have been killed by man or another predator before It had a chance to
nest agaln.

And while as you know | am a sworn enemy of repressing '"dangerous" information,
if people are told that many turtles nest only once In a lifetime, they will invent
spurious ways of identifying such turtles, and cart them off for slaughter immed-
lately after thelr one and only nesting, claiming absolutely no harm to the breesding
population or to the species as a whole.

But... giving you all possible benefits of the doubt, there is absolutely no
way of allowing every turtle that Is hatched to grow Into an adult turtles that
survives to reproduce. Genstic diversity Is thus bound to be lost, and Darwinian
principles suggest that It should be lost with every generation of a prolific
species; few mutations are beneficial, and surely you do not argue for the
retention of the anencaphalics, kyphotics, cyclopics, albinos, and all the other
genetic junk that sea turtles are llable to produce. Less dramatic, but equally
a candlidate for selective elimination, should be those turtles with severely [mp=
aired reproductive systems, that fail completely after a3 single nesting - if such
animals really exist. | would eertalnly rather select against them than agalnst
Indnviduals that reproduce many times in a lifetime, since the former take up
ecological space that could be occupied by turtles that were more productive.



Anocther thought = how do we know for sure that these one-time nesters
only nest early in the season? |If their nesting were spread out through tha
season, we wWwould not be selectively disadvantaging them by allowing early eggs
te be taken; and If they nested late In the season, their productivity might
be enhanced by having a beach with fewer earlier nests to nest it.

Regarding your point that arribadas may fail to appear subsequent to
an early one from which | would propose that people would be allowed to collect
eggs: we know that ridleys often nest twice in a season, sometimes three
times, and someth]ng very funny has happened if a large arribada occurs only
once in a season. And of course total loss of a season's eggs Is not unpreced-
ented in nature (e.g. when a hurricanedenudes Aves lsland of sand in mid-seasen),

though naturally | would not advocate that we duplicate such natural disasters
as a matter of palicy.

| agree that we have not yet reached the point where we can tell people

how many eggs can safely be culled from a given beach; Indeed, as any Game
Department can tell you, most animal management is still a matter of trial and
error - you allow people to take what seems a reascnable number, and if subsequent
monltering shows that you allowed them to take too many, vou tighten guotas
or close seasons altogether subsequently - but always remembering to feed the
actual take rather than the legal take into population equations. 5o what
do we do when a group of eager egg-gatherers ask us at the beginning of a
season how many eggs ‘they can take? We will be lucky enough if we even get
asked, and wil lose all possible credibility If we say you can't take any at
allif it Is clear that there are lots of turtles nesting and eggs are being
lost to erosion and to later nesting turtles. Of course, when there is only
light nesting we have to tell them the sad truth - no egg collection - and try
and sell them on that thought as best we can. | am sure you will agree with me
that, in the countries of South America as a good regional example, the only
individual nation where turtles have good prospects of survival Is Surlnam,
despite the calumny that has been heaped on the heads of Schulz, Reichart, ete,
for dabbling in turtle ranching. Brazil, Venezuela, Peru, and other natlions
"protect' sea turtles, but | am sure you have seen what happens in reality.

Regarding the manual not accurately representing the views of turtle con-

servationists In general: this Is always a problem with multi-coauthor productions;
if everyone signs of f on every word said it is likely to be very bland and
non-committal. | prefer to make a few potentially controversial statements

and let others do the same; people de not have to agres. and it is often more

healthy [f they don't. But please don't call sections 'weak" Just because you
disagree with them!

This is along rambling letter; please excuse. | would value your reply
if you have time. And please remain assured that, despite the vigor of the
intellectual points | have raised in debate, my affection for all you good guys
in Bartram Hall remains undimmed.

All best regards,

Petar ﬁ,H. ritchard Ph.D.
Vice President - Science and Recearch
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Dr. Peater C,.H. Pritchard
Florida Audubon Society
P.O. Drawer 7

Maitland, FL 32751

Daar Feter:

four lecter arrived while I was in the field in Panama. Please EXRCLEE
my delay in responding,

I regret missing the IOCARIBE "lecture session® in Costa Rica. Parhaps,
if I had attended, I would have a better undarstanding of the underlying phil-
osophy of the symposium. I must admit that at times the shijectives are a bit
fuzzy. I like to think, anyway, that we are gtriving towards research and
congervation goals, ‘

I am a bit puzzled that you have interpreted my comments as protectionist,
They are not intended to ba. I'm appealing only for a document that is
neutral on the subject of exploitation. It iz my understanding that this is
the position of the sponsoring organizations. The conservation manual they
issue will be & very influential doocument, and there is little doubt that it
will set the guidelines for turtle management practices in the Caribbean for
some Lime to come. My feeling is that these countries don't need ANy encour-
agement in exploitation. There are plenty of people who can and will give
them that. I see our role as an educational one, to provide the most up-to-date
information on population trends, threats to survival, and conservation tech-
nigques, to avert the further decline of turtles in the regicn.

I remain unconvinced of the wisdom of your suggesting that eggs laid early
in the season be harvested, T have some reservations on biological grounds
which I have expres=zed previcusly, and from a practical point of view, you
would have to admit that the chances for abuse in such a harvesting program
are enormous. But these are not the issues I was drawing to Fred's attention,
Rather, I guestion the appropriateness of your recommendation in the context
of a conservation manual. I'm afraid that the mere suggestion of such a possi-
bility would make fisheries officers feal obligated at least to consider imple-
menting such a program, as a way of making proper use of their countries' natural
résources. And in any case, there are probably very few beaches in the Western
Atlantic where the recommendation would have any reality.

As a general observation I must say that I don't think we have to lace our
comments with talk of exploitation in order te engage the attention of ocur audience.
I think you may be underestimating the good sense of the average Caribbean
fisharies officer. Granted, my experience has hean primarily with fisheries

EQULL EMPLOYMENT SFFORTUNITY 'AFFAMA TIVE ACTION EMPLEYER



officers in the Eastern Caribbean; and perhaps they are less exploitation-

mindad than those in the larger Central Bmerican countries. But, for the

most part, they seem intelligently open-minded on the subject of sea turtles,

and many are aware of the reglonal declipe In turtle populations, Some countries
have recently made the first steps toward stewardship of their turtles, by
beefing up existing laws, setting up marine parks, and enforcing CITES regula-
tiona. It is my opinion that these fisheries officers have at least a germ of
interest in turtle congervation, and will be guite satisfied with a manual that
deals only with the practical aspects of research and management in the conser-
wvaticn sense,

I certainly can't take issue with your philosophy of recommending the least
injuriocus methods of exploltation Iln specific cases where guidance is socught
by an exploiter. This is an ideal approach for dealing with people like Suare=.
However,; it seems to me that, in general, to recommend exploitation to an audlence
that is not avidly resource criented 18 - to modify your analogy — like telling
yvour daughter to sleep with her boyfriend when she has no inclination to do =o.

I hope that you will try to see my point of view, whether or not you accept
it, I gertainly do not want to be quarrelsoms, but I do think it is important
that the founding document for this symposium doesn't make the job of promoting
turtle congervation more difficult than it already is.

Bast regards,

e

Enne Maylan
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i1 LUNION INTERMATIONALE POUR LA CONSERVATION DE LA MATURE ET DE S5ES RESSOURCES
INTERMNATIONAL UNION FOR CONSERVATION OF MATURE AND MATURAL RESOURCES

Commission du service de sauvegarde — Survival Serdlce Commissson

RFS/PC/3

Dr. George H. Balazs

Deputy Chadrman

TUCN/SSC Marine Turtle Group
Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
P.0. Box 1346

kaneohe, Hawaii

USA 96744

23 July 1881

Dear EﬁﬂrgE}

I have seen your very pertinent 9 July 1981 enguiry to Pat Chable,
focussing on the lack of feedback to specialists who, 1ike yourself,
contribute immensely - and often - to the IUCN/WWF project screening
process.

You have succeeded in identifying yet another function that IUCN
ought to be doing better - or in many cases, doing, period.

I have been here long enough now to discover that many such things
are not a question of convenience but just flat out Jack of time
and people to get to. Too often, we let the urgent things shoulder
aside the important.

However, IUCN has been examining this very important feedback
question lately, in overhauling a number of procedures. It is now
established that copies of field project reports, when they are
submitted here, will be sent back to the same persons that screened i
the project originally. This will close the loop on at least some
of the projects and give you a chance to evaluate results against
your expectations,

We may very well be able to develop also a simple way of letting
reviewers know what happens to all of the projectsthey screen.

I shall be Tooking into this further, and will get back to you.

Sincerely yours,
cc: Hdungius é /.
GLucas 3
Psand = Z

Robert F. Scott
Executive OfFicer
Species Survival Commission

Secrdtaria:
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Dear Mr, Balazs,

I shonld like to thank
you mosat sineerely,for so kindly mailing to me,
vour publication: SYNOPSIS OF BIOLOGICAL DATA
ON THE GREEN TURTLE IN THS HAWAITAN ISLANDS.

Strange as 1t may seem,I &a in the
garage business here in Englend so in no way
g professional "turtle man" but T am very
concerned about the conservation of the wild
life of the world snd I feel that the turtle
may be neglected. So to try and keep mysell
informed about the turtlss of the world I try
and collect g1l the information I can about
them, Hence my request for your DaAper.

I belong to THE MARTNE TURILE BOCIETY
from whom T receive a NEWSLETTER (which you
probably know all about)

I have just returned from a Bird-
Watohing expedition in Costa Riea and was hoping
to see marine turtle there - but no laek, I dld
manage to see & few species in a tank in Miami,!
I have several books on turtles by Archle Carr,
c1ifford H, Fope, Thomas P, Rebel and Robert
Bustard.

Again thanking you for your kindness and
generosity. _;3

My kindest regards. T{)"‘
/)

- o TP Spiaa mem i ATeraTd 229 o1 s
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University of Hawaii at Manoa

Hawaii Institute of Marine Bio
P.0LBox 1338 « Coconut Island » Kaneohe, Hawail 96744
Cable Address: UNIHAW

July 16, 1981

TO: Drs. Carr, Eing, Ehre d, Hirth, Bjorndal, Dodd, Meylan, Ogren, and Moll
Environmental Defens temd
Traffic USA d

Blerra Club Legal

FROM:  George Balazs jfﬁﬁﬁ '
A senior enfor t aggggﬁgfﬁthe U.5. Fish and Wildlife Service in Homoluly: .

L
recently contagted me to ask if I was awaere of any technique for identifyins
canned meat or soup as being derived from green turtles, or sea turtles in general.
I was unable to offer a solution, but indicated that I would contact others to
see what Information might be available.

afensa Fund

The particular law enforcement case that this identification problem relates to
involves the interstate commerce during early 1981 of canned "green turtle" meat
and soup in New York, Hawall and other states. The company of origin, Moore Soups
of WNew Jersey, claims that the products were all canned in 1972. However, under

sea turtle regulatioms of the U.S5. Endangered Specles Act, Interstate commerce was
probibited in 1979 following a one-vear grace period when producers and distributors
had the opportunity to liquidate existing stocks. 2
Confiscations of the canmed meat and soup have been made in this case, but prose-
cutfon may not be carried out, and the goods may have to be returned to commerce,

if it iz mot possible to identify the contents as being derived from greenm turtles or
one of the other species covered under the Act. As strange as it sounds, I have

been told that such identification is deemed essential for a court case, even though
the lsbels on the cans state "Green Turtle Meat", "Clear Green Turtle Soup”,

"Direct from Sea to Kettle", in addition to having a drawing of a sea turtle (see
attached copies of lahels}.

If any of you can offer suggestions or provide further information on this predica-

ment; I would certainly appreclate hearing from vou.
:"xlf ?(AIQ?
'4 :
_'ai'M?( ;

DAL P can dugaed o ool T denllrvelooa

. w W Mﬁ.ﬁf}{EQUAL GPPq,ELUNF}WLU?EH :E’ 'f'f‘*f‘ ﬁwﬁ

ik g U Tl b drttr tpvngpacell 1, . *'“;J,;‘:u.f? : s et ==



DEPARTMENT OF LANDS. SURVEYS AND ENVIRONMENT

WILDLIFE DIVISION

TELEPHOMNE: PO Bpox ZHHES,

KONEDORU
PAPUN NEW GUINEA.

"—[ Date: 17 June, 198].

Cur Referemee: MTSGA1UCH
ALL IUCN MARINE TURTLE Action Officer:

SPECTALIST GROUP MEMBERS Designation:

Your Reference:
— Diate:

Dear w\_?//

I need your help. The proposal to declare the

Leatherback Turtle Dermochelys coriacea "totally
protected" (the first species to be offered total
protection) in Papua New Guinea has been approved

by rand-Conservationtoee
Mr. Yano Belo. The Gazettal Hotice is now being
drafted by the Department of Justice.

My task now is to let as many pecple in PNG as
possible know about the Leatherback: why it is
being protected, and what "total protection®” means.
This will mean contacting people at willage,
community, government and public levels. The public
level will be contacted through the four newspapers
in the eountry, and the Natlonal Broadecasting
Commission. There 1s no television in PNG. The
most important levels will be the village and the
community levels. These are the people who are
most likely to encounter a Leatherback and the

people who will make the decision to kill, or leave
it alone.

I have a very limited budget., and a staff of one .-
myself. I need ideas, suggestions, information,
and coples of any PR material concerning Leather-
backs which you may know of. Mavbe a similar
programme was carried out in yeur country. If so.
pleasze let me know.

Gy



This Public Awareness Programme is essential in
Papua New Guinea to give the Leatherback the
prf.lt.-{'!'ﬂ‘l. lon it Neads . Wi l_"f_‘ll_lf_ thia PO L almime s
declaration of its protected status would just be
a piece of paper.

I look forward to hearing from you.

sincerely;

dlgta

SYLVIA SPRING
Biologist-in-Charge,
MARINE TURTLE PROJECT.

e - —
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CROCODILE BREEDING AND MANAGEMENT PROJECT

{ A Project of the Governmaent of India with assistance from United Nations Development
Programme and the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations )

CENTRAL CROCODILE BREEDING AMD MANAGEMENT TRAIMING INSTITUTE
19-4-319, Lake Dale, Rajendranagar Road
Gram: MAKARA Hyderabad-500 264, AP., INDIA, Tel: 48220

IND/ 74/ 046/ 19 June 1981

Mrs Tony Menpge

Executive Officer

Survival Servicesa Commission
TUCH

1110 Horges

Switzerlend

Dear Tony,

na I enclose herewith an information sheet on the discovery
of a gecond mass nesting ground for tha Paecifiec ridley sca turtle
in Orissa, India, by one of my Indian PheD. sltudents Fo doubt
this information will be of interest to the Commissien and to

Members of the IUCH Marine Turtle Oroup.

With kind regards,

‘fclu.m E:inc:cnml

br - Bu-*‘ta. )

l;'mna-t" echmicel Adviser
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S5C/PC/3
Sa/3/4

UMION INTERNATIONALE POUR LA COMSERVMATION DE LA NATURE ET DE 585 RESSOURACES
INTERMATIONAL UMNION FOR CONSERVATION OF MATURE AND NATURAL RESOURCES

Commigssson du service de sauvegarde — Survival Service Commission

Dr. H.R. Bustard
Chief Technical Adviser
Crocodile Breeding & Management
Project
19-4-319, Lake Dale
Rajendranagar Road
Hyderabad 500 264
A.P.
. India

& July 1981

Dear Dr. Bustard,

Many thanks for your letter of 19 June, together with the
information sheet on the discovery of a second mass nesting
ground for the Pacific ridley sea turtle in Orissa.

This interesting report has been copied to the Chairman of our
TUCH/55C Marine Turtle Specialist Group and to our Species
Conservation Monitoring Unit at Cambridge, U.K. (SCMU).

May I kindly draw your attention to the fact that IUCN left
Morges in October 1979 and is now sharing headquarters with
WWF in Gland, at the address indicated below.

The Executive Officer for 55C, which is now named Species
Suryival Commission, is Mr. Robert F. Scott.

Furthermore, Tony Mence is now based in U.K. He is Manager
of the new IUCH Conservation Monitoring Centre (219 C Huntingdon
Road, Cambridge CB3 ODL, UK), of which SCMU 15 a unit.

inceraly yours,
N

Patricia Chable
Species Survival Commission

cer A Carr
G Balazs
T Mence

Cpcrétaripd:



DISUOVERY OF SnCOND IIARS HESTIRG
35

PAGIFIC RIDISY SEA TURTLE (Lepidechelys olivzceua)

IN MRISEA, IADLIA

Pustard (1974, 1976) reported on an onOITIOLS Pacille
;iﬂley aa Furdle tockery at Gehivmatha, Urioaa, whers ovor
150,000 nesting femnales are ecatimated Lo havs laid In ihe
1975/76 nesting scason. Subsequont negbing figures for thils
veoch for the yvedra 1977-1979 were provided by Ear {198C)
ond Kar and Bassker (in presa).

Bugtard pointed out that this was only one of o wmumber

of potentially important néuting wreasg Tor the Facilie ridley
in Opisoe. 4 scoond mass nesting ground hes bow been digcovered
at the other end of Cuttack Digtriel of Orisen, baetvean Hadinkhia
mohana end Akssia wihens (Lot. 19°98'H - 20°1'0 and Long. Goo4E -
56245'8) approximately about 100lm souin of the Gahimaatha rookery.,
This nesting ground extends over aboud J Lo Alan gnd ahout 100,000
Female ridleys have been estimated to loy exusllyr,

!
The mddition of this nesting populalion to the area alrandy
diacu?ared at Gahirmatha, which has been menitorsd by me singe 1977
Lugﬂtney with important aveus of nesting booches hoteacn Hukitola
iglend, Paradwip, Astaranga, Konark {(Thandrevaze bauch), Puri,
Paluszu end Gopalpur on sog briugs the conservaiively estimoted
nesting populaticn of this species in Lrisss slonge to 300, COO per
anmnum. '

The Gahirmaths populstion is protoeied by its inclusion ih
thia Bhitarkenikas Wild Iife Sanctuary declared by tha Govermment of
Indis/TAQ/UNDP Project,Crocodile Hreeding and Manazement in 1975.
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Margie L. Stinson
1553 Avocado Dr,

Vista, California

22083

| (714) 726-2228
Dr. George H., Balazs Z’_/
Assistant Marine Biologist
University of Hawaii at Manoa 28 July 1981

Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
P.0O, Box 1348
Coconut Island, Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744

Dear Dr. Balazs:

Thank you for your kind letter (26 November 1980) and reprints, I
spent most of the winter and spring in Mexico and am only now catching
up on data and letters, I have enclosed a letter, which [ received as a
regult of my sea turtle sighting program, involving a Hawaiian sighting--
it is out of my area and hopefully can be of some use to you,

Last year I started my sea turtle sighting report program and
distributed copies of the brochure to coastal universities, museums/
aquaria, departments of fish and game, as well as to yacht clubs and
te commercial fishermen as far north as Alagka. I am hoping to continue
this type of program annually,

I am plotting the distribution of the sightings with oceanic temperature,

prevailing seasonal ocean currents, fathom contours and distance from shore

in hopes of establishing some general biology patterns of sea turtles in the
northeastern Pacific. This research is an offshoot of my thesis project
involving @ population of Chelonia which annually spend November-April in
San Diego Bay,

I captured six of these turtles and using a Boston Whaler and temperature-

sensing ultragonic telemetric devices I tracked the turtles locally on a daily

and seasonal basis and was able to monitor both body and ambient temperatures

simultaneously. I began observationa on the population in 1978, captured
animals in 1979 and tracked turtles in the 1979 and 1980 seasons. I am now
completing the writing of the thesis and hope to graduate from the masters
program at San Diego State University this fall.



Balags -2-
26 July 1981

The San Diego Herpetological Society helped pay some of the printing
costs of the brochure and the Naticnal Wildlife Laboratory of the 11,5, Fish
and Wildlife Service helped in buying some of the telemetric equipment--
for which [ am very appreciative. T have personally financed the rest of the

project,

I have received very good response and cooperation not only from the
scientific community here but also from the commercial and sport fishermen
both here and in Canada. The number of sightings reported seem to indicate
that sea turtles are a real part of our coastal environment--we just happen
to know very little about this part. I would like very much to stay in touch

with you and certainly hope your projects are going well.

Sincerely, 2
Ll
l-‘f/ﬁ &£ oy
P L e
Margie L, Stinson
1553 Avocado Dr.

Vista, California 92083
(T14) T26-2228




San®Diego®Herpetological Society

DEVOTED TO THE STUOY, APPRECIATION,
AND COMSERVATION OF LOGAL AAD
L EXOTIC  AMPHIBMANS AND  REPTILES

Sea Turtle Sighting
Margie L. Stinson
1553 Awvocado Drive

Vista (San Diego Cﬂ,} California
92083

Report SEA TURTLE Sightings
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‘Tropical sea turtles have been reported as far north as Alaska and frequently are

seen off southern California, 1 need information abour each sea turile sighted

n order to learn more about their migratory routes, abundance and distribution

i the northeastern Pacific Ccean,
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Hovembar 26, 1980

Margie L. Stinson
1553 Avocado Drive
Vista, California 92083 2

Dear Ma, Stinson

One of your "Sea Turtle Sighting" sheets has recently been forwarded
to me, therefore I thought I would take this opportunity to establish
communication with you concerning our mutual interests in sea turtles,
The enclosed reprinta describe some of my research activities hers in
the Hawalisn Islands and at other sites in the Pacific region. When
your time permits, I would greatly appreciate hearing of your owm
apecial interests and the findings thus far obtained. Is your work
financially supported by the San Diego Herpetological Society? Are
You currently working on an advanced degree?

Best regards,
Sinceraly, =i
GEORGE H, BALAZS
Assistant Marime Binlogist

GHlrec

Enel ‘urea

2c
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MUSEUM OF COMPARATIVE ZOOLOGY
The Agassiz Museum

HARVARD UNIVERSITY . CAMBRIDCGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02138 . TEL. &17 495-2466
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SILLIMAN UNIVERSITY
DUMAGUETE CITY, 8501

July B, 1981

Dr. George H. Balazs

National Marine Fisheries Service
Honolulu Laboratory

P. 0. Box E"BEG .

Honolulu, Hawaii 96812 .

UI EI AI

Dear Dr., Balaze:

Many thanks for your publicetions. I would have
cited them in my paper but they were not available
to me at the time of writing. I will do s¢ in the

next paper.

Encleosed is a copy of my paper on the Hawksbill.
Unfortunately, the printer and the editor made a mess
of 1t. Borry.

Sincerely yours,

A, C. AICALA
Professor of Biology
and Vice President

. ; for Academic Affairs
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WILDILIFE

July 24, 1981
Daar Ceorge:

Thanks so much for the calender. It's the
first one I've seen that shows the tide=.

I was also surprised to see, in your photos,
that not all of the Leewards are flat atoll-
like islands.

I read, not long ago, about the large number
of great white shark attacks on humans that
have occurred over the years off the coast
of California. One reason, apparently, for
the large number is that the U,5, Navy has
kept track of them in california--whereas

in other countries, records are not kept.

Are you familiar with anyone who might be
aware of attacks by great whites off Hawaii?
Do you know any sclentistsz there who are
studying these creatures (not for attacks,
but for other purposes)? I've become interest-
ed in the subject and I'd like to put a
plece together on great whites for NW. The
attacks would be just part of the discussion:
1'd also go into natural history and current
research. If you have any thoughts or leads,
I'd appreciate haaring.

Hera are the two most recent issuas,
Best wishes, . 4
- r

I-:--__.-".--' fﬂx ?l__r ___..-"
Mark Wexler
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38d Acusut 1981

ke, Fobert Scott,
Executive Officer,
IUEN WWF ,

Land,
Bwitcsarland.

Lear FRobert,

May I remind you that my grant proposal on hatchery practices
and determination of sax in sea turtles has bean with IUCN for
well over 3 years now. It has been with you for at lsast 18
months, Over this J years 1 have still recelved no dacisica
deapite several inquiries, including previcusly to Lr. Muunro.

1 have also repeatedly asked for information about projects
that IUCKH/WWF are funding on marine turtles in brasil, Again
00 ANBWErs.

For IUCH/WWF as an organization I think this kind of thing,
wiich of course is not confined to my own cass, does
incalculable harm. Reactlions of people who Lave interactoc
with IUCH/WWF, at least a number I have encountered, generally
rangs from derision to a fesling that it is high tisme for it
to go extinot anc Llts functions to be takoen over by other
organizations.

Yours sincerely,

Nicholas Mroaoveky,

=4 = 'Y
carr

Ealazs
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UNION INTERNATIONALE POUR LA CONMSERVATION DE LA NATURE ET DE SES RESSO0U RACES
INTERMATIONAL UNION FOR CONSERVATION OF NATURE AND NATURAL RESOURCES

Commission du service de sauyegards — Survival Service Commisaion

Or. George H. Balazs

Deputy Chairman

TUCN/SSC Marine Turtle Group
Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
P.0. Box 1346

Kaneche, Hawaii

USA 96744

23 July 1981

Dear Gearge,

I have seen your very pertinent 9 July 1981 enquiry to Pat Chable,
focussing on the lack of feedback to specialists who, like yourself,
contribute immensely - and often - to the TUCN/WWF project screening
process,

You have succeeded in identifying vet another function that IUCN
ought to be doing better - or in many cases, doing, period.

I have been here long enough now to discover that many such things
are not a question of convenience but just flat out lack of time
and people to get to. Too often, we let the urgent things shoulder
aside the important.

However, IUCN has been examining this very important feedback
question lately, in overhauling a number of procedures. It is now
established that copies of field project reports, when they are
submitted here, will be sent back to the same persons that screened
the project originally. This will close the loop on at least some
of the projects and give you a chance to evaluate results against
your expectations.

We may very well be able to develop also a simple way of letting
reviewers know what happens to all of the projectsthey screen.

I shall be Tooking into this further, and will get back to you.

Sincerely yours,
cc: Hlungius
GLucas Yos

PSand
Robert F. Scott
Executive Officer
Species Survival Commission
Searétariat:
Avenus du Monl-Bing Talon/ Toben: 22008 fuch Télégrammeas/ Talegrarms:

1108 Gleed - Suimia!Switeardand Tal Tal, 1932 64 32 54 IUCHATURE GLAMD



GOVERNMENT OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS OF THE UNITED STATES

—

Department of Conservation and Cultural Affairs
Divigion of Fish and Wildlife

101 ESTATE NAZARETH
ST. THOMAS, ¥VIRGIMN 1SLANDS DOa01

July 30, 19%81

Dr. George H. Balasz

University of Hawaii at Manoa
Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
P.0O. Box 1346 Coconut Island
Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744

Dear Dr., Balasz:

Belated thanks for your letter of February 2 written in
regards to the research on Leatherback turtles which wa were
then proposing to undertake. The Leatherback project is now
coming to a close, and the words of wisdom offered by experts
in the field such as yourself have been most helpful. I
have enclosed a draft of the annual report which summarizes
the data which had been collected; perhaps yvou will find it
of some interest.

I have made plans to continue the Leatherback research
at Sandy Point and to institute an egg relocation program
there next year. Although Federal funds are severely limited,
support has been granted by The Center for Field Research
(Earthwatch). We hawve also solicited the interest of World
Wildlife Fund and other environmental agencies. It is my
hope that a hatchery program will not only yield greater
information on mortality factors limiting the reproductive
success of the species, but will serve to help its recovery.



Dr. George H. Balasgz ' July 30, 1981

As a personal note, I am planning to return to graduate
school in the fall of 1982 to work towards a doctoral degree.
T would like to try and use the information I have acguired
during this last season and the data I hope to obtain next
year in my thesis. I would appreciate any suggestions you
might have, both concerning the University of Hawali as a
potential institution for graduate studies, and the work
it=alf.

Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,
) i
ﬁﬂﬂuﬁ',é?gqﬁ?

Tundi Agardy
Endangered Species Coordinator

Tha: kb

Enclosure






SEFC, Panama City Laboratory
3500 Delwood Beach Road
Panama City, FL 32407

March 26, 1981 F/SECS:LHO:rb

10: F/SECx4 - Herb Kumpf
THRU: F/SECS - Eugene MNakamura
FROM: F/SECS = Larry Ogren

S8J: Incidental catch problems with constituents

From time to time this office receives informatfon remarding violations of

the Endangered Species Act. Clearly these are matters for our law enforcement
division and in the past, the informant has been referred to either state or
federal law enforcement agencies. However, the evidence 1s usually hearsay

and after the fact, and there are simply not enough agents available to respond
to a1l the complaints. For example, last week we were asked to clarify the
prohibitions aogainst the taking and k1114ng of sea turtles Tisted 2z "endangered"
or "threatened.” A member of 2 northwest Florfda Chamber of Commerce had been
informed that Tocal fishermen were killing and consumfng "threatened” species
of sea turtles becszuse they believed the law prohibiting these actions only
pertained to those turtles 11sted at "endangered." Another similar situatfion
apparently exists in the Florida Keys (see enclosed correspondence}. Similar
violations are reported to pccur reoularly in other gulf coast counties of
north Florida.

Perhaps more attentfon should be paid to this problem by other KMFS and state
offices 1f 1t s as widespread as it appears to be. In the past, and for

other states, cooperation by the fishermen was sousht from industry representatives
and organfzed fishing aroups. This approach was suggested for Floride and Texas
[see enclosed letters). Additfonal efforts towards educating the public and
seeking assistance from the fishing industry might help the situatien rather

than depend solely upon punitive actions and sanctions emgainst violators.

My suggestion 1s to forward this information to the Regional Office for

appropriate action.

Enclosures

cec:
F/SECxE - F. Berry

F/SEC5:LHOgren:3/26/81
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March 20, 1981

Ms. Fellcia C. Coleman
25 Legare Streat
Charleston, SC 29501

Dear Ms. Enlema;: |
Please excuse the delay In my reply to your letter of February 15.
| have circulated word of the disturbing vielations of the laws pro-
tecting sea turtles in Florida waters, and also of your wish to
guﬁerate an alliance among shrimpers and fisheries agencies. Your
letter to me has been copied and sent to selected offices and 1'1]

let you know what comes of this. 1'm confident it will yield some

helpful results.

Sincerely yours,

%‘ ..;,ﬁ.....t_.g C-ﬂ-r'vi..___
rchie Carr

Graduate Research Professor

AC:Tjw

CEUAL FMELEYRENT OFFORATURITY FAFFIRME TIVE AL TION EMELOYEN
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Di*. Archie Carr

Floridh State Muscum

University of Florida it
Gainesville, Florida 32601 5 February 1881

Dear Iir. Carrt

I worked for KMFS this past fall monitoring incidental turtle
catch by shrimp trawlers off Reckville, South Carclina. Co-operation
from the shrimpers was noteworthy and their interest in helping save
marine turtles sincere. They have asked me to inform them of any
research done as it pertains to turtles.

A number of “oputh Carelina shrimjers hyve been fishing off Key
west since the season closed here. They were appalled to find Florida
fishermen still butchering turtles. They immediately contazted me.

The fishermen they met were apparently unaware of the consequences of
their actions. I was told that they were also oblivious of impending
restrictions and regulations which may be imposed on them. I find it
rather hard to believe that they do not keep abreast of issues affect-
ing them so directly. Nonetheless, I appeal to you to help me find

out if the Florida Shrimper's Association (or whatever organization is
involved) informe the fishermen of these things. South Carolina fisher-
men would like to start some form of alliance between the shrimpers and
the Marine Mesource dlvisions of the southeastern states. -

Any suggestions you could offer would be most appreciated.

Sincerely,
—strcco C Ctlocarne—

Felicia C. Coleman
25 Legare Street
_ Charleston, 5.C, 29401
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£TURN THE COLD OFF .2
| " THE WARMTHON 5

The Weelly Pully,

it's the Original British Commeodo
Guwnaler now audborized for efflcinl waar by
the 1.5 Maripes, 15, Army, Maval A cadesy,
Wil Point, Fah & Widiile Service, & 1)
Alr Force Acsdesiy.

A Grmsl Bibbed Kxmil
Vol Swanter Tt B2
pocunioal, [deal [for
spocie]  nperelion
Exiru lpag Tody slogd
“rideup.'” Augped
Twill A¥nfarrng fid%
chise jreseni  sarly
WRAT OF EREERE 81
ghoulilis dnd  slbos
afops,  Menchy avor
hartmg. Home wash-
ahle,

E=ra
Mea & Women's sies M- Aada A
Chesee al Olve Gresn, Navy Enigglamsd
Blus, RAF Mloailzey, Black
Camgullage ar V-Kecks in Ar- 4008
=y Flack, Sand & Feal Booum. POSTFAID

MEW! CAMOUFLAGE FATTERN roav )
Sand Check, Maney Drder, or Call k Chargs
1o Viks or MastasCard. Tdeal Untlorm Wiesr.
‘\, SEND FOR FHEE CATALDCUE
Brigade Quartermasters, Lid
T B pept. 01/ 266 Roswell St.
Marictie, Ga. 20060

% Phone (404) 428-1234 A

Fish & Wildlife
T-SHIRTS |

Killer Whales  Bluefish
Dolphins Barracuda
Largemouth Atlantic
Bass Salmon
Smallmouth Red Salmon
Bass Flying Fish
Rainbow Trout Blowfish
Brook Trout Starfish
Catfish Japanese
Muskis Sea Horse
Northern Pike Chambered
Crapple Mautilus
Blue Gill Striped Bass
Tarpon Shark
Perch Mariin
Tiger, Eagle, oihers

Specify: 5, M, L. XL
£7.00 gach or 4/525.00

‘% STREAMERS
o P.O. Box 696 — E
Providence, Rhode Island [0

Brochure ovailable - $1.00

well, Mr. Prybol is 10 be congramulated for his
seneiive portraynl of the fisherman's fife atsea.
1 would certainly book forsard 1o seeing &
future issue devoted 1o the fshing industry|
Anme L, Medico
Ciboacestet, Massachusetis

DOLPHING TEMPERED BY REASON

*1 wand Lo commend you upons The pubbication of

the briliant “Delphinius Sapices” article by
Fihbman and Lowenstein in the March!April
issne of your megaene, | teach college-level
class o marine mammals at Orange Coast Col-
bege. T 2m constantly frastrated by the owers
whelming number of articles published each
year, which iy students always seem 10 pead,
that present incorrect or misleading informia-
1500 abaeat dokphins.

Don’t pet me wrong, 1 believe doiphims are
very intelligen and deserve ouf attention and
corsideration. IUs just that there are so many
articles and T, V. programs that come out ¢ach
vear which totally mistepressnt our srientific
knowiedge sbout dolphing, Even worse, 1 have
seen many programs of astides which anribute
humanlike behavior or imelfigence 1o dolphirs.
1 pemsenally beliews that does a disservice W
dalphins and whales. Their intelligence and be-
havior is of & special type, &N Dosan Vanety.
Anvope that pretends o understand this o
pively atnribates a human of verrestrial intell-
genee 1o dalphing is really, in my opinion, juel
demorstirating his swn ignorances. Thank yome
for publishing a mast “imiellipent” description
of our present {mis)-understanding of ihese
amazing organisms we call dolphins

Twnald eally like foses CHOEANS dedicate an
isue 10 my Tavorite “forpoten” bit of Unized
Saptes Deeanographic history. | am referming to
the “Cireat American Exploring Expedition” of
1E3B=1841.

Professor Dennis L. Kelly
Marine Srience Depanmenl
nge Coast Coflege
Costa Mess, California

TURTLE RESCUE
W are writing concerning Felicia C Coleman's
article “Shrimpers and Turtles” in the barch
issue of OeEans, Besides several errors of fact,
the article is misbeading in severnl Tesperis.
Plesse note the fallowing factusl errors. The
pverape number of nests laid by sea turtles if
the southeastern United Siated i rwo to Tour,
not six, Also, the verage number of Egs de-
pasited inoa nestis 1 00-121F, mod 200
Secnndly, most of the sea wirtles which have

been cuaght in shrimp nets ane immature ani- |

mals and pot ndulis. As a resuli, the impact of
this 1aking upon the reproductive capacily of
1.5, Toggerhead popuintions will rot e felt fod
a mmber of years

Wany quribe seentists and concerncd b
the incidental mortaliy of s Wrtles, conirary
1o Mz, Coleman's asseriion in her artiche.

Finnlky, while further investigation is needed,
thiere is evidence that some of the sed turtles
[aund strapded in the Chesnpeake Bay ares
were drowned in pound fish nets,

e nesd 108 ploss over the potential magni-

tude of the incidental take of sen turtles in
shrimp reets in order to avold pointing “an #i-
cusptory finper'” al shrimpers. There is sITOTE
evidence that the shampers ang incidentally
taking Inrge numbers of sea turtles in thelr nets.

First of 21l, the number of strandings over
pach of the lnst several years has incressed
markedly when the shriniping season has be-
guti, Secondly, many turtles brouaght abpard
ghrimp vessels are i jusl comatoss, bt dead.
Finally, those tortbes which are {ound sianded
ard dead on shoTe Tepresent oly & fraction of
those drowned in nels, Oibers either gink or
drift o2 1o sea or drift ashore in inaccessible
arese or are povered with sand by the tides
hefare they re discovered.

While incldental take ks not the only probiem
confropting the recovery of sea turtle popals-
rione off the southeastern U5, i cerlainly a
clear and aveidable threat.

There dies agpear 10 be & means of reduaing
incidenta] 1ake withowt reducing shrimp catch.
The Turtle Excluder Device [TED] which has
been developed by the National Marine Fisher-
jes Service is nearing perfection. The TED will
reduce the incidentsl take of s turtles by
bt 99, 50 that far fewer sea tonbes requir-
inp atLention end up on shrimp bont decks,

What is more, the TED has reduced the
ehrimp catch only marginally in soomee LeE1s and
has, remarkably, incressed shrimp catch in
sthers. Further refinements m the TED moy
pot anly eliminate any marginal ks in shrimp
eaich, hut may alse reduce the ipcidental tuke
of non-targel species of finfish and crustncez. In
ANy cases, the millions of pounds of such “bye
cateh” ure simpty thrown overbaard as “trash.”
Surely this is an #ssank on the health of our
comural ecosysiems which should be avoided.
Addisionally, there is evidenoe that the sca life
which is throws overbaard sitiracts sen turiles,
which are then in the path of the nets.

The Sea Turtie Rescus Fund (STRE} s com-
mitied 1o & Tesobution of the incidental take
problem. We ans supporiing the consiruclion
and s af the TED by peveral shrimp Gshemmen
im the poutheasiern L5, This project will zid in
the perfection of the TED at & time when [eder-
g1 budpet cuts threaten 1o unda receal Progress.
Lsing this device will be far less burdensome
than resirictions on when and where shrimpers
may set Lheir nets.

While we &0 nol meéan o minimize the im-
pact of ceriain types of coastal development,
the Uhrend which poastal developmenl poses S&8
varthes is pot po biack and whits a5 Ms. Coleman
puts ir, Public awarencss campaipns in Florida,
for instance, have brought rather drampilc re=
sulls. In & rumber of developed afeas the rale
of hatching success b5 mach higher than i1 Is in
wild areas. This is largely hecause ihe beaches
are monisored by concerned residents.

The rode of the STRF is, at this time, Sup-
portive, rather than adversarinl. The shrimpers
are the only people who can directly reduce
incidenisl tnke. We are doing our Wimost 10
heelp them.

Miichael Weber
Sea Turtle Rescue Fund
Washingion Tt C.

OCEANS



MONITOR

THE CONSERVATION, ENVIRONMENTAL
AND ANIMAL WELFARE CONSORTIUM

1506 19th St., N.W.
i D.C. 20036 (202) 234-6576
Washington, July 1981

Dear Friend of Meniteor,

I need your help, It will take only a few minutes of
your time.

I'd appreciate if you would write me a short letter
stating how valuable you find the Momitor information packets
you have been receiving,

Monitor has survived and Erown because it provides a
unique service to the conservation commmity. We receive
financial support from our member groups, foundations and
individuals because of our role as information elearing-house
and action-coordinator on marine mammal and endangered
species issues,

Inflation and our expanded services require that we seek
funding from more sources. A statement from you will help
demonstrate how vital Monitor is to the cause of wildlife
conservation worldwide.

You and more than 150 conservation leaders receive our
Monitor packets, They are also distributed to key environmental
reporters at leading newspapers, magazines and TV networks,

U.5. Government officials in Congress and the executive
agencies are alsoc supplied our information.

Leading conservationists in Europe, Afrieca, Latin America,
Asia and Australia are kept informed about U.S. and global
issues through the bi-weekly Moniter mallings., Many conserva-
tionists have already expressed how extremely useful they find

the Monitor service. As one says, "A well-informed conservation-
1st iz an effective conservationist. "

By gathering and disseminating informatien on wildlife
and related environmental issues from across the U.8. and around
the world, we are able to give you a broad perspective of
the state of the natural world. We will continue to do this if
we can have the full support of you and other conservationists,

Could you take a few minutes to write me your comments on
Monitor? Thanks,

Sincerely,

C o

Craig Van Hote
Executive Vice President



MONITOR

THE CONSERVATION, ENVIRONMENTAL
AND ANIMAL WELFARE CONSORTILM

1506 19th St., N.W.
Washinaton, D.C. 20036 (202) 234-6576

IN THE DEFENWSE OF MARINE MAMMALS AND ENDANGERED SPECIES

-- The Monitor Story --

Monitor is a consortium of more than thirty conservation,
environmental and animal welfare organizations in the United
States (see list on reverse). It acts as an information
clearing-house and action-coordinator for its member groups
and other conservationists around the world for the protection
of marine mammals and endangered species.

Monitor was formed in 1972 and 1973 when several public
interest groups joined in Washington to work for the passage
of the Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972 and the
Endangered Species Act of 1973, These landmark U.S, environ-
mental laws led to the creation of the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and
Flora (CITES), signed in Washington in 1974, More than
sixty-five nations have ratified the treaty since then.

Weekly Meetings -- Every Monday at noon, representatives
of the Monitor member organizations meet in Washington to
share information and coordinate strategies on the protection
of wildlife and its habitat. By developing common positions
and strategies, and pooling the diverse resources of the
interested groups, we have been able to effectively influence
governmental and commercial activities both nationally and
worldwide,

Information Service -- Monitor serves as the eyes and
| ears of conservationists across the U.5. and around the
world, "momitoring'" the status of all species, from the
great whales and elephants to birds and plants. Every two
weeks, packets of information are mailed out to more than
130 key environmentalists, officials and jourmalists in the
U.5. and owverseas.

Representatives from the Monitor consortium regularly
meet with U.S. povernment officials to participate in policy-
making under domestic laws as well as treaties, Monitor
groups' leaders often serve as observers at or on the U.S.
delegations to CITES, the International Whaling Commission,
the Migratory Species Convention, the North Pacific Fur Seal
Convention, the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission
(for dolphin protection) and other treaty organizations.



Monitor groups have organized and led the campaigns to

save the whales, delphins, seals, sea otters, wolwves, vicuna,
kangaroos, elephants and many other endangered species,

The Monitor office is run by Craig Van Note, executive

vice president, and Kristina Harger, program director, The

Monltor operation is supporte

nancially by its member

groups and by grants from foundations and interested individuals,

The board of directors of the Monitor consortium is:

President - John Grandy (Defenders of Wildlife); Vice

President - John Hoyt (The Humane Society of the United States);
Secretary - Christine Stevens (Animal Welfare Institute);
Treasurer - Lewis Regenstein (The Fund for Animals): Members -
Milton Kaufmann (Let Live); Robert Hughes (Sierra Club);

David Claflin (Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals); Donna Hart (International Fund for

Animal Welfare); and John Frizell (Greenpeace U.S5.A.).

B & p poomow W
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Member Organizations of the Monitor Consortium (1981)

American Cetacean Society
iﬂﬁrican Littoral Society
rican Society for the Prevention of Cruelty t
Animal Welfare %nstitute HAHR: ARdTil e
Audubon Haturalist Society
Birmingham Marine Animal Protection Society
Center for Action on Endangered Species
Center for Ocean Studies
Committee for the Preservation of the Tule Elk
Connecticut Cetacean Society
Defenders of Wildlife
Friends of the Sea Otter
Friends of Whales
The Fund for Animals
Georgetown University Biology Club
Greenpeace U,.5.A.
The Humane Society of the United States
Institute for Delphinid Research
International Fund for Animal Welfare
International Primate Protection League
Let Live
Massachusetts Audubon Society
Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals
Montgomery County Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals
Hatlonal Parks and Conservation Association
Rare Animal Relief Effort
Save the Dolphins
Sierra Club
Society for Animal Protective Legislation
Washington Humane Society
The Whale Center
Wild Canid Surviwval and Research Center

Participating Organizations

Florida Audubon Soclety

Hatural BResources Defense Council
The Wilderness Society
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university
UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA of florida
gainesville
32611
' OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 904,/392-1721

July 1, 1981

George Balazs

Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
University of Hawaii at Manoa

P. 0. Box 1346

Coconut Island

Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744

Dear George:

I am unable to find the copy of this year's letter that went out
from IUCN Headguarters reminding commission members that their appoint-
ments expire on the occasion of the General Assembly. However, I am
sending you a copy of the Statutes and Regulations of IUCN, they are
printed on the left-hand pages and right-hand pages respectively. Please
note page 18 concerning Article 8, para 2 (e). In addition, I'm sending
you a copy of the Organization and Functions of the Species Survival
Commission. Both of these documents explain the three-year term of office.
If you need to send out a letter, all you have to do is keep it totally
impersonal and quote from the Statutes and Regulations.

S1nc ;Fly,

r.l'.l

.. -\..ﬂ_ll'I.-"-‘I
Fi. Wayné Hing
Director
FeE:5s
Enclosures

A UMIVERSITY MUSEUM WITH RESEARCH EMPHASIS ON CARIEREAN MATURAL AND SOCIAL HISTORY

FEQUAL FEHPFLEYMENT OPPOMTUMITY FAFFIAMATIVE ACTION CMPLOYER



UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAINESVILLE, 32811

OCEFAATRENT OF ZOOLOGY
IZAPARTEAM HALL
e -EET-1 107

June &, 1981

Mr. Fred Berry

Hational Marine Fisheries Service
Southeast Fisheries Cepnter

15 Virginia Beach Drive

Miami, Florida 33149

Dear Frad:

I regret that I have only recently been able to read the Mzmual of Sea
Turtle Research gnd Conservation Technigues carefully. One secticn of this
seems weak, and although my comments are late, T would like to bring several
points to your attention. The sectlon is D.1.5 94 of the First Edition
{pages %4-96; smee attached photocopy). The marked portion of the text on
pages 94 and 95 bears on an entirely extraneous toplc, namely exploitation.
The symposium 1s supposedly focusing on research and conservation. Why
recommend exploitation? Moreover, the tacit assumption that the viewpoint
rrezented 1s shared by most sea turtle biclogists may not be justified.

I also disagree strongly with the recommendation that eggs laid early
in the seasen could be harvested. There are a number of points involved
here. One important one is the maintenance of genetic diversity., A
considervable percentage of turtles nest only once in their lifetime, and
1f their eggs are harvested, their genes are lost from the population. Why
not encourage transplanting these to safe locatione? Also, what if all the
early eggs in a season are harvested, and later arribadze fail to materialize?
I don't think we have reached the point where we can predict what a seasan
will bring, and how many eggs can safely be culled. In any case, there are
very few places where nesting is dense enough for this to be a topic of
concern, My primary objectlen, however, iz that all this discussion concerns
exploitation, which is not in any way relevant to the theme of the gection,
namely techniques of conservation and management. I think the entire marked

text could profitably be deleted. Dr, Carr and Dr. Bjorndal share these
convictions.

The ssme criticism of irrelevance and inappropriateness also applies to
paragraph 2 on page 93, in the same section. Whether or not the recommendations
are valid, they do not beloag here.

I also think that paragraph 2 on page 96 should be slightly reworded to
emphasize the danger of decreasing hatching rates.

Again, I apologize for submitting these comments late, but they seem to
me to be sufficiently important to warrant consideration for incorporation inte
the current version that will be distributed to the national delepates.

bincerely yours,

Anne Mewlan

Rezeavch Assistant to Dr. A, Cary
ce: P. Pritchard

L. Ozren

EQUAL EMPLOYMENT GRPOMTUNITY  Asr mes T WE ACTIOH BpmiLOvER



SINCE MINETEEM HUNDRED “THE YOICE OF COMSERYATION"

Anne Meylan
Department of Zoology
Unuversity of FLORIDA
Galnesville

Florida 32611

9 June 1981
Dear Anne:

Many thanks for sending the copy of your letter to Fred Berry. | am sure
Fred and Bob Lankford will give your concerns careful consideration. Heanwhile,
since | was the author of the wording in question, let me give you my thoughts
on why=" | included it originally and proposed that it be kept.

Firstly, we recelved a stern lecture in Costa Rica at the meetings last
year to the effect that a totally protectlionist document was not what 10CARIBE
had In mind, and would be ignored by most Carlbbean fisheries officers if it
turns aut that way.

| do think vyou need to bear in mind that our target audience for the manual
is fisheries officers whose constituents are only interested in turtles as
things to kill and eat, and who, in many, cases, do not regard turtles as even
in danger. Many of those who do reallze they are diminishing still feel that
it s better to clean them out and get a one-time use from the resource rather
than protect it forever on aesthetic grounds. You and | disagree with this
philosophy, but we must argue our case persuasively. A document that is protect-
fenist all the way will simply be of no interest to the people whom we wish ta
influence; even with the “"offending” sections, we st111 have an exceadingly
conservative document, My philosophy of dealling with people who are determined
to exploit turtles is to tell them how te do it In ways that will not exterminate
the population - and this may well incorporate total protection far a time to
allow stocks to recover - since they will simply Taugh you out of town if you tell
them turtles are “spacial" and should never be exploited under any clrecumstances.
It Is Tike the dilemma you might face if you had a young teenage daughter who
was sleeping with her boyfriend: vyou could preach the virtues of abstlnence, and
be totally ignored: or you could give her some tips on birth contral, and at
least she might not end up Pregnant.

My own philosephy of turtle exploitation, as you probably know, is extremely
Protective. | have never epaten turtle, or preached in favor of turtle farming,
or offered public comment on the excellence of turtle as a food Ttem. | have

FLORIDA AUDUBON SOCIETY

92] Lake Sybelia Drive = P, O. Drawer 7 » Maitland, Flarida 32751
(305) 647-2815




never even killed turtles for scientific purposes (even though | was urged te
get used to doing this by my academic committee year ago), and while | do confess
a weakness for pet keeping, many of the turtles in my care have been with me for
fifteen years or so now, so | am not really a significant consumer. However,

the more | travel around, the more | realize that the world in general does

not share my sentimental views on turtles, and is not about to assume them, so

I have to adopt biological rather than "personal ethic' arguments.And blologically,
| believe turtles are pretty tough, and will survive unless complete mavhem 1s
committed on thelr populations, especially on the nesting grounds. Ecologically,
turtles are not super-sensitive creatures 1lke dodos or flightless rails; they
have high reproductive potential and the ability to survive despite predation
and setbacks of many kinds.

Regarding your technical points: it stil] seems to me to be common sense
to take the earliest nests If you have to put up with some exploitation of
turtle eggs (though, as | mentioned In the manual, even overcrowded nesting
grounds are better used as study areas to determine means of natural population

control). Indeed, if this were done at really heavily nested sites like
Nancite and Ostional, | would not be at all surprised if the season ended up
with considerably more hatchlings reaching the sea than otherwlise, since when a
turtle nests on top of an older nest, both nests are likely to fail. Read

Cornelius' and Robinson's excellent report on last season to see what | mean.

| remain unconvinced that some turtles only nest once In a lifetime, unless
their life is cut short by predation; it makes no blological sense for an animal
to take so long to mature and then nest only once, especially when other,
seemingly similar, turtles of the same specles may nest a dozen or two times in

a lifetime. | think the observation is an artifact of monal=-metal tagging;
some people conclude that if they do not find a tagged turtle nesting again,
then that turtle only nested once in its 1ife. Objections to this reasoning

are fairly obvious, and include the following:

i} It may have nested once or more before It was tagged.

i1) It may have nested subsequently and not been seen.

iii) The tag may have dropped off, and the scar healed up.

iv) It may have been killed by man or another predator before it had a chance to
nest again. -

And while as you know | am a sworn enemy of repressing ''dangerous information,
if people are told that many turtles nest only once In a lifetime, they will invent -
spurious ways of identifying such turtles, and cart them off for slaughter Immed=
iately after their one and only nesting, claiming absclutely noe harm to the breeding
population or to the species as a whale.

But... giving you all possible benefits of the doubt, there is absolutely no
way of allowing every turtle that is hatched to grow into an adult turtles that
survives to reproduce. Genetic diversity is thus bound to be lost, and Darwinian
principles suggest that Tt should be lost with every gensration of a prolific
species; few mutations are beneficial, and surely you do not argue for the
retention of the anencaphalics, kyphotics, cyclopics, albinos, and all the other
genetlec junk that sea turtles are liable to produce. Less dramatic, but equally
4 candidate for selective elimination, should be those turtles with saveraly Imp=
alred reproductive systems, that fail completely after a single nesting = if such
animals really exist. | would certainly rather select against them than agalnst
indnviduals that reproduce many times in a lifetime, since the former take up
ecological space that could be occupied by turties that were more productive.
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Anocther thought = how do we know for sure that these one-times nesters
only nest early in the season? |If their nesting were spread out through the
season, we would not be selectively disadvantaging them by allowing early eggs
to be taken; and if they nested late in the season, thelr productivity might
be enhanced by having a beach with fewer earlier nests to nest it.

Regarding your point that arribadas may fail to appear subsequent to
an early one from which | would propose that people would be allowed to collect
eggs: we know that ridleys often nest twlce in a seasgon, sometimes three
times, and somethjng very funny has happened 1f a large arribada occurs only
once in a season. And of course total loss of a season's eggs Is not unpreced-
ented in nature (e.g. when a hurricanedenudes Aves Island of sand in mid-season),

though naturally | would not advocate that we duplicate such natural disasters
a5 a matter of policy.

| agree that we have not yet reached the point where we can tell people

how many eggs can safely be culled from a given beach; Indeed, as any Game
Department can tell vou, most animal management is still a matter of trial.and
error - you allow people to take what seems a reascnable number, and if subsequent
monitoring shows that you allowed them to take too many, you tighten quotas
or clase seasons altogether subsequently - but always remembering to feed the
actual take rather than the legal take into population eguations. 5o what
do we do when a group of eager egg-gatherers ask us at the beginning of a

season how many eggs they can take? We will be lTucky enough If we even get
asked, and wil lose all possible credibility if we say you can't take any at
alllf it is clear that there are lots of turtles nesting and eggs are being
lost to erosion and to later nesting turtles. Of course, when there Is only
light nesting we have to tell them the sad truth - no egg collection - and try
and sell them on that thought as best we can. | am sure you will agree with me
that, in the countries of South Amerlica as a good regional example, the only
individual nation where turtles have good prospects of survival is Surlnam,
despite the calumny that has been heaped on the heads of Schulz, Reichart, etc,
for dabbling In turtle ranching. Brazil, Venezuela, Peru, and other nations
Y"protect' sea turtles, but | am sure ?nu“ha?a seen what happens In reality.

Regarding the manual mot accurately representing the views of turtle con-
servationists in general: this is always a problem with multi-coauthor productions:
if everyone signs off on every word said It 1s likely to be very bland and
non-committal. | prefer to make a few potentially controversial statements
and lTet others do the same; people do not have to agree and it is often more
healthy 1f they don't. But please don't call sections 'weak'' Just because you
disagree with them!

This is along rambling letter; please excuse. | would value your reply
if you have time. And please remain assured that, despite the vigor of the
intellectual points | have raised in debate, my affection for all you good guys
in Bartram Hall remains undimmed.

Al E, regards,

at
Petgr C.H.Pritchard Ph.D.
Vice President - Science and Research
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EAST COAST NATIONAL PARKS REGIONAL OFFICE
TURTLE ISLANDS NATIONAL PARK
BOX 768, SANDAKAN, BABAH, MALAYSIA.
CABLRE "NATAPARKY, BANDAEAN. TEL. 2188

Your Baf-
Dur Faf - ECHPRO/S2/1/102 Dute . 20th July, 1981

Mr. George Balass,

University of Hawaii at Manoa,
Hawaii Institute of Marine Eiology,
P. 0. Box 1346,

Cocomut Island, Kaneohe,

‘Hawadd 9674k,

United States of America.

Dear George,

Many thanks for your letters and the reprints
which reached me today. FRegarding the consultancy,
ghould funds become available it will still be open

if you change your mind. Anyway, I will keep you in-
formed.

Regarding the Turtle Islands Naticnal Park -
the park still and will sxiet under ite own nams, but
eg this office controls other parks in addition to the
Turtle Islands, the nsme change was necessary for ad-
ministrative reasons.

Will keep you infermed regarding the Philippines
sBituation.

With all good wishes and regards.

—_ o ——— e — — i

Yours sinceraly,

GI Ei d.'




Mr, George Balazs, ":;rsia :M‘E:.

Univerasity of Hawaii at Manoa,

Hawaii Inatitute of Marine Biology,

HAWAIT 96744, United States Of America.

F. 0. Box 1346, Coconut Island, Kanechs, ,

IIII/I/*V/I

wf— Sacrnd lold hare —

East Coast National Parks Regional Office

Sender's name and address: -

B T :_:i:-. T68  Hanakan,

aabah, Eags Malnysin

AN AIR LETTER SHOULD NOT CONTAIN ANY
ENCLOSURE: IF IT DOES IT WILL BE SURCHARGED
OR SENT BY ORDINARY MAIL,
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skindiver

8490 SUNSET BOULEVARD « LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90069 . {213} 657-5100

July 13, 1981

Mr. George H. Balazs
P.0O. Box 1346
Kaneche, HI. 96744

Dear Mr. Balazs:

Thank you very much for your recent letter, and the
enclosed article. Your material is being returned

to you with this letter as we are unable to use it

at the present time.

Thank you for your interest in SKIN DIVER.
Sincerely,

Bonnie J, Cardofe

Senior Editor

SKIN DIVER Magazine

BJC:ra

Encl.

B Fublivhers af: HOT ROO, MOTOR TREND, CAR CRAFT, MOTORCYCLIST, GLMNS & AMMO, PHOTOGRAPHIC,
PETERSENS RUNTING, 4-WHELL & OFF-ROAD, 5K DIVER, PACIFIC SKIPPER,
LAKELAND BOATIMG, "TEEM and a variety of SPFCIALTY PLUELMCATIONT

Offices dn: Mew York, Derrail, Chicapo, Los Angedes, Cleseland, Asfanca, Dalfas



MNATAL PARKS, GAME AND FISH PRESERVATION BOARD

RERERWATIONS QHLY
HLEGE DESPREXINGE } )
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TELEF&HE } BEaatie

_ ~ RAAD VIR DIE BEWARING VAN NATALSE PARKE, WILD EN VIS
N R F.0. BOX/POEBUS 682

i : FIETERMARITZBURG
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MELD ASSERLIHF
ONE VERWYESGEROMMER

18 June 1981

Dr George Balaza,

OUniversity of Hawaii at Manca,
Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology,
P.0. Box 1346,

Coconut Island,

Eanechs ,

HAWATIT,

96744

Dear George,

Thank you for your letter of 29 April and the comments regarding papers. I agree
and shall endeavour to supply as and when (and perhaps if), I can produce any in
the near future, Hope that you are well,

Yours sincarely,

4

7
ar : DIRECTOR f:

GRH/k1h _/_/A.véir
|

Flanse pddreos all comeuniostions b te Dirociar
Geeliowen ally briefwisseling win die Danekialr be rig

Esailished In farms of Ordinence No. 35 of 1947 [Matal) Walgsne Ordonrangie Mo, 35 wan 1587 (Hatalh Tras kel
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AEROGRAM TO

DR GEQRGE BATAVS,

™

_UMIVERSITY OF HAWAIT AT MANOA,

HAWAIT INSTITUED OF MARINE BIOLOGY,

P.D. BOX 1346,

COCONUT ISLAND,

KANEOHE,  HAWAIL, 96744
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| UNIGN INTERNATIOMALE POUR LA CONSERVATION DE LA MATURE ET DES SES RESSOURCES
INTERMATIOMAL UNION FOR CONSERVATION OF NATURE AND NATURAL RESOURCES

Commission du servigs de sauvegarda — Survival Servica Commission

SSC/PC
Sa/3/2
55C/54/80

Sir Peter Scoft
Chafrman Emeritus 55C
The Wildfow]l Trust
5Timbridge
Gloucestershire GLZ 7BT
England

17 June 1981

Deay 5ir Peter,

At the recent S5C meeting in Gland, it was agreed ta send the
enclosed letter of intervention to President Reagan on incidental
take of sea turtles by southeastern U.S. shrimp fishermen.

In view of the fact that you signed the letter to President Carter
an the same subject, we would appreciate if you signed this letter
on our behalf.

Many thanks in advance.

Sincerely yours,

:@%\ﬁm&iﬁ_

Patricia Chable
Species Survival Commission .

(na!
=3
(n]
ol

cc: GlLucas LMTalbet/Psand Feking A Carr GEalazs

Snerdlafinl:

I = gy = te L TARE ey e ST G



From = Sir Peter Scoft CBE DSC

THE NEW GROUNDS
SLIMBRIDGE
GLOUCESTER GLz 3BT

Tade + Cambeidge (049-3I8E] 333
Cabfep » Wikdfowd Diursler

International Union for Conservation of MNature & Natural Resources
species Survival Commission

The purpose of this letter is first to commend the U.S. Government on its
efforts and plans to reduce the mortality of sea turtles due to incidental
take 1n trawl nets by southeastern U.5. shrimp fishermen and secondly to urge
promulgation by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) of the final

U.5. Regulations designed to reinforce the voluntary efforts of many fishermen.

At the World Conference on Sea Turtle Conservation held in Washington, D.C.
in November 1979 the programme was commended, and at the meeting of the
species Survival Commission of the International Union for Conservation of
Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN) at Gainesville, Florida, 1-4 October,
1980, it was noted that over 1850 endangered and threatened sea turtles
{mostly the threatened loggerhead turtle) were washed up dead on southeastern
U.5. beaches from April through August of that year. However, the Commission
received an encouraging report on an "Emergency Sea Turtle Meeting” held

in Charleston, 18 September 1980, attended by shrimp fishermen, government
officials, conservationists and scientists.

The leaders of the U.S. shrimping industries at the Emergency meeting com-
mitted themselves to do everything they could to develop an effective
industry-wide programme to reduce sea turtle incidental take mortality.

A consensus was reached that turtle mortalities in the southeastern U.3.
correlated with shrimp trawling activity in that region.

We note with concern that the NMFS Regulations have not been promulgated
despite the fact that the trawl tests have been completed and the design

for the release panel trawl has been confirmed. We urge the U.5. Government
to promulgate the strong regulations drafted by NMFS to eliminate turtle
mortalities resulting from incidental take. It is already too late to prevent
the loss of many turtles during this year's spring brown shrimp fishing
season, but still further losses can be prevented by acting now.

We believe that such regulations will be an important precedent worldwide.
The International Union for Conservation of Nature and Matural Resources
would be pleased to work with the U.5. Government, the United Nations
Environment Programme {UMEP) and the United Nations Food and Agriculture
Organisation (FAD) to disseminate information to world fishing fleets on

the U.5. research and development of turtle release panels and devices,

as soon as they become operational. A number of governments have already
indicated an interest in using the turtle release trawls developed by the U.5.

Chairman Emeritus
Species Survival Commission




Mr. George Balazs

National Marine Flsherles Sarvice
Poet Office Box 3830

Honolulu Hawaii

7 July 1981

Dear Georze:

From the copy you sent to me, your June 2 letter to the Corps seems eminently
reazonable. In speaking with you over the phone last week I was particularly impressed
by your point that the long=term impact (increased boat traffic pesslng through the
limu pastures) is much more likely to signifeantly affect the turtles than iz any in-
stantanecus action (i.e. blasting, construction). Should you be drafting another
letter on this or a slmllar project, you might wish to place more emphesis on this
contrast.

Unlesa you have any objections I will hang on to the copy of your June 2 letter
as & reminder to myself, BSome of your polnts may appear in the comments I'1l bhe draf-
ting on the Kaulana amall boat facllity proposal--you might even be able to recognize
some of the wording. I also hope to take further advantage of your turtle experience
by future calls for qualltative asighting information regarding other, specifiec, project
sites.

Some of us peon-level staffers are hoping to expand the frequency and range of
guch informal econtaects in order to ease the insularity with which we are sometimes
percelved. I hope that this exchange regarding Barking Sands and Kaulana marks the
initistion of a more effective exchange of our respective information and assessments
in general. With luck, informal communications which prove useful ard unobjectionable
to the higher-ups may develop into more official channels.

In any event, thanks again for the information on Kaulana; good luck with your
efforts in getting through to the Corps on Nehili ditch.

Sineeraly,

I}¢auuar_
Dave Eokert
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UNION INTERNATIONALE POUR LA CONSERVATION DE LA NATURE ET DE SES RESSOURCES
INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR CONSEAVATION OF NATURE AMD NATURAL RESOURCES

Commission du service de sauvegarde — Survival Service Commission

B REPIEEC OO TSN PO CEoNRtE. o /0 the Terbario

c/o Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, Richmond, Surrey TWS 3AE

Mr Gegrpe Wilson,
ineipal MI1dlife Lf?icer.

Australian National Parks & Wildlife Service,

Canberra City,
A:C.T. 2601, Australia. 1Tth June, 1981

Dear George,

SPRCTES SURVIVAL COMITISSION

I am sorry 10 huve tiaken so long 4o reply to your
letter of 4th May., TNow that the Jund 530 meebing i
over I have o 1ittle more ‘.:ir..-. to de With my coTrregpondeno,
Thank you very mich for letti
and Mz'Jenkine and I certzinly sag
should be involved witk 850, Dr Toden is certidni ¥ nell k
to us and although the Threatened Flaontsz Committes docs no
nave a membershiy as such, Dr T-:a?.ur.’;: work is used by thoo,
With regard to ¥r Jenkins, I i1l sugsrest to the Tholrmen
involved with herpetology that they mirht Llike to corcider
him for inelusion, and I “.i'_l tleo mention thia to the
Chulrnan of the Werine Turile Sroup.

1ng me Enow gbout Dr Toden
ree with you th.t they

[Blon'rdal
-
LE]

I look forw=rd to meetrs you soain in Wen Zesland.

Teurag sineerply

Dr B Thitaker
Dr B Honecrar
T
Ll

]
)

iy T’I:J:‘l_'.u'_'?V-?-f?T‘l::-f 4 CarrwwPro
D H Campbell
d-7 Beoth, 350
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LL'LI:::p. :
S AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL PARKS AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
gt i HEAD OFFICE DARWIN OFFICE
PO, Bow 36 P01, Qs 130
Centu=ra City, ACT. 2E01 Drareedn, BT, 5704
Bth Fioar, adelade Hosiss 151 Flioe : Cammeroad Usian [l g
Prullip, A.C.T. 260G Smiklb Sereat; Darwin, BT, 5704
Fligne (082) B9 1688 Phope 08D H15259
Treaz A ABZHT Bt AERTTED
Qi b

Four rel:

Mr Grenville lucas,

Chairman of the Species Survival Commission,
Royal Botanic Gardens,

KEW TW9 3aE,

U.K. 4 May 198)

Dear Grern;

You may remember in New Delhi that I menticned
to you that I knew of two Australians whom I felt could
make a contribution to the specialist groups of the Species
Survival Commission. You will no doubt be aware of onc of
them, Dr Robert Boden who is the Director of the National
Botanic Gardens and who has played a role in the deliberations
of the Threatened Plants Committee to date. However, 1
believe that he may not formally be a member of the Committee
and I would like to suggest to you that vou eonsider him a= a
potential member.

I would also like to draw your attention to the
expertise of Mr Robert Jenkins of this Service. Robert has
worked for some time as a herpetologist and has recently
published a book on the reptiles of S. E. Australia. He has
also had considerable experience in the Nerthern Territory

#working with crocodiles, I believe he would be a valuable
member of the specialist groups concerned with crocpdiles,
amphibians and marine turtles and would like to suggest that
you also consider him for nomination to the appropriate
spacialist groups.

Yours sincerely,

-

G. R. Wilson
Frinégpal Wildlife Officeaer
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Trumpeler Swan Clor bucoinador

Sratograph by Diok Randad
Puklished by

Dotenders of Wildlife
1244 198h 51, MW,
Washingion, D.C. 20038




SINCE NINETEEN-HUMDRED “THE VOICE OF CONSERVATION"

Dr. George Balazs

Hawaii Tnatitute of Marine Biclogy
B,OWBox 1346

Coconut Island

Kaneohe

Hawaii 96744

Fabruary & 1981
Dear Geaorge:

Many thanke for your letter of January 28. I am happy to enclose the
requested leatherback slide herewithy; I hope it will be suitable for the
postcard project. If you want some text to go on the back of the postcard,
how about scmething like

Reaching a weight of ip to 1300 pounds, the leatherback turtle (Dermochelys
coriacea) is the world's largest and most distinctive sea turtle spacies.
Although generally rare, lmportant nesting grounds for this spectacular
animal are now known in Malayeia, French Guiana, Mexico and alsewharae.

Some interesting news I just received from Glenn Ulrich: the Cayman
Turtle Farm has apparently decided to accept my advice and geage international
trade in sea turtle products once thelr existing stock of about 60,000 turtles
has been reduced by 90% (there is a massive slaughter program already under
way). They will stay in business as a turtle exhibit, research and breeding
center, and will also supply meat for domestic consumption on Grand Cayman.
Their costa will drop enormously as they are laying off the majority of staff,
will only need 10% of the feed currently purchased, and presumably will need
far le=ss fuel to cperate pamps for the reduced turtle stock. I tried to
convinoe the Mittags that, with sale of souvenir items and tee shirts and by
providing visitors with a worthwhile exhibit for their money, they may be
able to operate without losing money. However, I have not heard any direct
confirmation yet of this information; it came from a friend of Glenn's who
works at the farm but expects to be laid off soon. It iz sad to think of all
thosa turtles getting killed in the weeks ahead, but it would hawve been hard
to support a program of release of essentially hybrid or mixed stock, and I
don't think it would have been pogsible (or necessary) to feed and keep all the
turtles alive on the farm without the income from product sales, Have not got any
recent news on the status of the yearling ridleys they are raising.

I am still hoping to go to Hew Caledonia during the winter of 1981782 if I
can align suitable funding, and still hope you will be free to join. I have also

E:'P‘

921 Lake Sybella Drive = P. 0O, Drawer 7 = Maitland, Florida 32751 t:'
(305) B47-2615



invited Truland if he can get free then.

Begt regards,

-

Feter C.H.Pritchard Ph.D.
Senior Vice Prasident



UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA

DEFARTMENT OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES
ORLANDO, FLORIDA 32816 (3050 276-2141
16 March 1981

Feorpe H. Balazs

Hawald Imstitute of Marine Biolozwy
P.0. Box 1346

Coconut Island

Eaneohe, Hawail 96744

Dear George:

me of these days I'm going to find the time to write vou a longer
latter and let vou know what's going on around here. But not today.
“fuffice it to sav that things really lock bad for the summer nesting
season, I expect that this will be a big wvear in so far as the turtles
are concerned but there doesn't seem to be any monev anvwhere, so our
string of years of work on the Merritt TIsland nesting beach may end at
aight. I Btill have & few posaibilitias to look into, but it does not
look good. Meanwhile, at least I'm getting around to sending you some
things I've been meaning to send for a while, Also, here is my suggestion
for the caption for the loggerhead. Use it as a starting point and modify
as wvou see fit,

The loggerhead turtle--less tropical than other marine turtles, it nests
oni beaches well into the temperate gomes., Although the wholesale taking
of egge has been partially stemmed, effective measures are needed to
mitigate drovndng in nets, the loss of nesting beaches to development and
the fatal consequences of pollutants.

Hope this ie something like what you had in mind. Stay in touch.

Cordially, afgéfq{{fiugftﬁ_

L. M. Ehrhart

STATE UNIVEREITY S¥STEM OF FLOBIDA AW POUAL OPPORTUNITY | A PHMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER
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Mational Zoological Park-Smithsonian Institution-Washington, D02, 20008 1 February 1980

Department of Zoclogical Research

Gaorge Balazs

Iniverzity of Hawail at Manca
Hawaii Imstitute of Marine Biology
P.0. Box 1346

Coconut Izland

Kaneohe Hawaii 96744

Dear George,

Thanks for yours of 22 January: in haste 1 encleze 31 35mm slides
Dermodhelys coriacea: roll 15 - 12: roll 3 - 4: roll 5 1.
Lepidechalys olivacea:roll 18 - 4; roll 17 - 4; roll 3 - 3.

Fretmochelys imhricata: 2
Chelonia mydas: 1.

Of course, I have lots more, but this was what I could sort out
guickly and get right to you.

FPlease, please take care of these slides; T have had too many
accidents happen in the past so that [ am now rather touchy about
losing slides.

Your comment about giving post cards away to "non-profit" organisations
has be puzzled. Who will select ¥ How do you know that the organisatiom
truely is non-profit, that funds are not going to give its executive

top saleries ? trips all over the gdobe #for nothing more than a lark 7

I strongly favour having & s-gnificant number of cards with spanish
captions, as latin america is now one of the most critical areas
for turtle conservatiom. Can you at least have them bilingual 7
Then your difficulty in selecting who should pget cards should be
eazier = local orpaniszations in latin america that run on next to
no funds. Why cant the US organisations pay cost so that a large
order can be used to knock down price per card ? If you send rough
ups to one of the cordinating agencies offering to let them buy

8 quantity for cost but with orders before x date you might get
some oocoperation.

must run - swamped with papers all the best, 4 (

ack Frazier




Sinea 1900, The Yoice of Comervallon,
Florida Audubon Society

(305) 547-2615 @ P O. Drawar 7 & Saitland, Flesda 12751

2h Meuch 'g)
GCeorge = )
Thanks for your letter. I am returning the xerox
copies of the turtle pedtcards harewith, with my
ranking of which loggerhead and green turtle
pileture to use, In the latter case, I opted for
what looks like a wery good "portrait"™ of a green
rather than for the interesting behavioral shots,
mainly for the sake of uniformity with the rest
of the series, but this was a very subjective
decision. The loggerheads and the hawksbill have
an awful lot of sand on them - cartainly an
accurate impression of how they look on the
negting beach, but somewhat obscuring of details
of shell textures and scute couwnts.

a1 jﬁnf regards, Eq"
| E"’ B y
b - -r:aﬂ;'

Betar C.H. Pritchard
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T, Emst Coast Natiomal Parks Regional Office
5 Wﬂwﬂm
..,1\}/ = BOX 768, BANDAKAN, BABAH, MALAYSIA,

OABLER "NATAPARE”, BANDAKAN. THL. 2188

Yoy Taf:

s nﬂgf.-mwf11f:§ff Dhita : 23, May, 1981

Mr. George Balazs,

Aseistant Marine Biologist

and Deputy Chairman,

TUCH/55C Marine Turtle Group,
University of Hawaii at Manoa,
Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology,
P. 0. Box 13!"’51

Cogoout Island,

Kansche, Hawaii 9674k

Daar Georga,

Many thanks for the copy of your letter address-
ad to Iucas Chin and hope that he does scmething sbout the
matter. In view of the fact that the nesting beaches have
been systematically raped for several decades, a moratorium
on the harvesting of turtle eggs for & ten {aar period
should be imposed. Iucas must bell the cat.

I was hoping to see you at Christchurch but
that sesme rather remote for cbvious reasons. Aoyway, I |
am sttempting to obtain funds to consult a marine biolegist
regarding turtles. If funds are available, would you be
interested in coming here to undertake a joint project?

We could do a complete survey of the nesting beaches dur- |
ing a period of 5 months. At the same time we might be
able to survey the nesting beaches etc. in Brunei., Fleaze
let me have your views.

With all good wishes to both of you. —

Yours sincerely,
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Sender's name and address:

Mr. Oeorge Balazs, ’

Asegistant Marine Biologist & Deputy Chairman,
TUCN/55C Marine Turtle Group, University of Hawaii /
st Manoa, Hawaii Inu-tit.utln of Marine Biology,
PO Box 1346, En::unut Inla.ﬂd K ... HAWAII 967hi ’

IV,

Second foed b

East Coast National Parks Regional Office
Turtte dsterds -Nettoral Parks

B0 Box Noy T8 Fandakan,

Eabmby Faet Molporsis
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“Tuue g Air Lettar

AN AIR LETTER SHOULD NOT CONTAIN ANY

ENCLOSURE: IF IT DOES T WILL BE SURCHARGED: |

OR SENT BY ORDINARY NMAIL.
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Vel National Geographic Society
ECWIN M. SHEDER COMMITTEE FOR RESEARCH AND EXPLORATION

SECEETARY
WASHINGTON D.C. 20038

June 23, 1581

Dr. George Balazs

Hawail Institute of Marine Biology
F.O. Box 1346

Coconut Island

Kanoehe, Hawaii 06744

Dear Dr. Balazs:

I wonder if we could ask you for an appraisal of the
enclosed proposal from Dr. Pritchard. We hate to troubls
you, but this seeme to be in your fiald of expertise, and
we know your opinion would be particularly helpful to the
Research Committee when we consider his application.

An evaluation form and return envelope are providad
for your convenience.

As our Committee meets every month, we would appreciate
an early reply. We know that your advice will be very help-
ful to the Committee in deciding whether or not to recommend
this grant.

Sincerely,
i‘:"‘"-'t.ﬂ-—ij_-lﬁ. -fhl L g"-l_-f_,_ |"‘E--' 1|.w5m_;u,_ Ii__ .

Marta M. Marschalko

Azsistant
Encls.



HNATIOMAL GEOGRAPHIC SOCIETY
17th and M Streets, M.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

The Committee for Research and Exploration of the National Geographic
Society would appreciate it very much if you will help the Committee by giving

your opinion of the application of PRITCHARD, Peter for a grant of
$16,630 . Your remarks will be kept confidential.

Please discuss qualifications of the applicant for the proposed research,
importance of the proposed research, and any other pertinent information.

I am familiar with the subject matter of thias proposal, in that I was
one of the lead members of the small party that rediscovered the green
turtle breeding colony at d'Entrecasteaux Reef and surveyed other sea
turtle populatiomns of New Caledonia by chartered aircraft in December of
1979. After giving careful consideration, for professional reasons that
it would be inappropriate to discuss I feel that I would not qualify as
an unblased reviewer of this proposal.

I regret that I can not be of sssistance to the Natfonal Ceographic
Society in this particular case. However, I stand ready to offer
guidance on any other sea turtle related proposals that you may wieh
to send to ma in the future.

{(Dr. Pritchard'e proposal is being returned to you under separate cover)

George H. Balaze- Assletant Marine Bioleogist and

Name and position of referse: Deputy Chairman, IUCK/SSC Marine Turtle CGroup

Institution and address: Hawali Institute ﬂ}’)&:rine Biolegy, Box,l346, Kaneche,

Date: July 3! 1981 Eignﬂt:m: ;:: Z{ij’ Z’/ /ﬁ%f{?
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