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UKIVERSITY OF HAWAILI AT MANOA
Hawaii Institute of Marine Blology
F.0. Box 1346 — Coconut Island = Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744
Cable Address: UHIHAW

Movember 3, 1982

Mra. A. T. Gouw

49 Oei Tiong Ham Park
Singapore 1026
Malaysia

Dear Mrs. Gouw:

I am writiomg to sincerely thank you for sending me the two
Malaysian newspaper articles relating to sea turtles. Your
thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated. The articles contained
information that proved Interesting and uwseful to me. 4As I
may have told you, I am currently the Deputy Chalrman of the
IUCH Marine Turtle Specialist Group. IUCK worka very closzely
with the World Wildlife Fund.

Under separate cover, I will be sending you a colorful poster
that illustrates the various kinds of sea turtles. 1 hope that
you enjoy 1t.

Apain, thank you for thinking of me.

With best regards,

GEORGE H. BALAZS
Azgsistant Marine Biologist

GHE:ec



UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII AT MANOA
Hawali Institute of Marine Biology
P.0. Box 1346 - Coconut Island - Kansohe, Hawaii 96744
Cable Address: UNIHAW

July 30, 1982
Mr. J. D. Stevens
Mr. T. L. Q. Davis
CEIRD
Division of Figheries & Oceanography
P. 0. Box 20

Korth Beach, Western Australia 6020
Dear Sira:

I have just read your fine article in the April 1982 issue of
AUSTRALTAN FISHERIES. I am writing to ask if dny sea turtles
were caught incidental to the shark gillnetting survey that you
conducted. Also, I would be interested to learn if the remains
of sea turtles were found in the stomachs of sharks that wers
examined.

Thank you for amy information of these subjects that you can
offer.

Sincerely,

GEORGE H. BALAZS
Asglstant Marine Biologist

GHE:og



University of Hawaii at Manoa

Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
P.0.Box 1348 » Coconut 1sland » Kaneohe, Hawali 96744
Cable Address: UMIHAW

July 20, 1982

Commdssioner for Pitealrn
British Consulate General
Private Bag

Aueckland, Hew Zealand

Dear Commissloner:

Mr. Bteve Christian of Pitecairn Island suggested that I write to you
concerning my suggestion that sea turtles be featured on postage
stamps issued by Pitcairm. Mr. Christian thought that this might he
a good subject. He tells me that the loggerhead sea turtle is the
only species found in the waters around the island. This turtle is
also seen at Oeno Island when the pecple visit there during the
summer months.

To aid you in your evaluation of this sugpgestion, I have enclosed a
color identificatlon poster which shows all the different gpecles of
sea turtle. If there is any way that T can be of further assistanca,
please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sinceraly,

eorge H. Balags
Asslstant Marine Biologiat

mhk
Enclosure
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University of Hawaii at Manoa

Hawall Institute of Marine Biology
P.0LBox 1346 & Coconut Island » Kaneohe, Hawaii f6744
Cahle Address; UNIHAW

July 20, 1982

Mr. Cesar Z. Luna
Biologist

Task Force Pawikan

Parks and Wildlife Center
Quezon Boulevard Extension
Diliman, Quezon City

Metro Manila, FPhilippines

Dear Mr. Lunat

Thank wou for your letter of Jume 13, 1982, I am sorrv that it has taken
me 80 long to respond to your inguirv. I have only recently returned
from field work at French Frigate Shoals where 1 go each June to tag
negting turtles.

My three methods (hand, scoop net and tangle net) used to catch and tag
green turtles here in Hawall are fairly straight forward. The basic
procedures are given In the papers 1 previously sent you, however the
enclosed short report may be helpful in using tangle nets. In all of
this work, a fair degree of experience and talent 15 needed in order to
efficlently catch turtles and prevent mortalities.

In developing your program inm the Philippines, I would like to suggest
that you initially place all of your research emphasis on tagging and
asgessing turtles at their terrestrial nesting sites. This sort of work
will yield important results that are eritically needed for effective
management in your area of the Pacific.

Fleaze feel free to contact me asgain if I can be of further assistance.
I am pleased to be able to help you.

Sincerelw,

George H. Balazs
Assistant Marine Biologist

ml

Enclozures

AN EQUAL OFPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



July 29, 1982

H8W State Fisheriles
F. 0. Box HZll
Grosvernor Streeat
Sgdney, WSW 2000

Dear Sirs:

L am writiag to request coples af-”:npaln Crulse 66, 67, 68
and 63" (see attached).

Thank vou for your assistance.

Sincerely,

GEORGE H. BALAZS
Asglstant Marine Biologist






University of Hawaii at Manoa

‘Hawasii Institate of Marine Biology
P.O.Box 1348 « Coconut [shind « Kaneche, Hawaii 06744
Ceble Address: UNIHAW

B July 1982

Dr. Brian Groombridge

IUCH Species Congervation Monitoring Unit
2190c) Huntingden Road

Cembridge CE3 ODL, United Kingdom

Dear Brian:

I now have a copy of the draft green turtle RDB account that you just recently
sent to Dr. Carr. Although you Indicated a publication deadline of June 30th,
Ir. Carr nevertheless went shead and distributed copies to members of our
Group realizing, of course, that inadequate time was being gilven to undertake
a proper review. The loggerhead RDE was also just received here in Hawaii
under the same circumstances.

There iz only one urgent comment that I want to commmicate to you, glven the
short time available. As the principal suthority on Hawailan sea turtles, I am
writing to ask that you delete mentiom of the Hawaiian greem turtle colony in
your “Special Wote" section which now reads- "It should be recognized that
populations vary strongly In their survival status. BSeveral, such as the Pacific
Mexico colony, or many of those in the Caribbean, are "Endangered"; others

are "Vulnerable"; while others, such as the Australian or Hawaiian (my emphasis)
colonies may not be seriously threatened at all.," The inclusion of the Hawaiian
colony in such a statement is inaccurate, inappropriate, misleading to the reader,
and potentially very damaging to our conservation efforts here in Hawaidi.

Briefly stated, the following facts support this judgement.

1. The numbers of Hawaiian green turtles found breeding, basking and foraging
have sharply declined over the past 100 wears.

2. The range of the populatiom has been reduced substantially— four former
breeding celonies (Lanal, Laysan, Lisianski and Pearl & Hermes Reef) have
now vanished,or at least nearly so,

3. Between 1819 and 1974 no regulatory controls existed on the taking of
turtles. Commercial exploitation was substantial and common.

4. In late 1978 the population was finally placed in the "Threatened" category
under the US Endangered Specles Act. This designation still exists, and
continues to be an accurate assignment although localized aggregations in
our northwestern chain are in immediate danger of becoming extinct.

3. When the current illegal take ig finally reduced to an acceptable level
by law enforcement autheorities, full recovery of the population will still
take many yearsbecause of the slow growth rates now koovn to occur,

AN EQUAL OFPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



Fage two
Dr. Groombridge
8 July 1982

6. The Sea Turtle Comservation Strategy of the 1979 World Conference lists
the French Frigate Shoals (Hawaiian) breeding colony as "requiring
maximum protection" by reason of isolatiom and unique ecology (land basking).
7. The Australisn colonies have literally thousands of green turtles
nesting annually, while Hawaii currently has a mere 250 as a very maximum.
To lump thetwo locations together as .."may not be seriously threatenen at
all" fails to reflect the history leading up to the current survival status.
I certainly agree that some, perhaps many, of the Australian colonles may
not be serlously threatened at all, but this iz not true for Hawaii. However,
even for Australia, you should check your statement with Colin Limpus, the
authority for the area.

If that page of the RDB has already gone to press, I respectfully ask that you
make every gpffort to retrieve it and delete the objectionable section. Thank
you for agglstance in this Important matter.

Gﬂufga H.
Assist Marine Biologist
/ (Deputy*Chairman-Marine Turtle Group)

i

o
Dr. Carr
Dr. Lucas

Dr, Eing



University of Hawaii at Manoa

Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
P.0.Box 1346 « Coconut Island » Kaneohe, Hawall 96744
Cable Address: UNIHAW

May 26, 1982

Dr. John E. Burchard

U.P.M. Box 1903

Iniversity of Petroleum & Minerals -
Box 144, Dhahran International Airport
SAUDT ARABIA

Dear Dr. Burchard:

As T mentioned in my brief postcard-note to you last week, your informa-
tive and interesting letter of 21 February 1982 only recently arrived here in
Hawali. I can't imagine what happened to it, or where it's been. The
envelope was in excellent condition and the registered label was still
attached. The long delay was indeed unfortunate, because it may have caused
you to think that I neglected to respond, or somehow felt that the status
and ecology of your turtles were unimportant. Let me assure you that this
iz by no means the case.

My original letter of inguiry to the ARAMCO address came about after
reading "Biotopes of the Western Arabian Gulf" because I was unaware of any
other sea turtle research projects focused on these islands. Consequently,
it is indeed good news to hear of your recent return to Arabia, and con-
tinued interest in sea turtles. In order to provide you with some rapld
initial assistance within the framework of the IUCN Marine Turtle Group, I
intend to carry out the following.

1. GSend coples of your letter to our Group Chairman {Dr. Archie Carr -
Univ. of Florida) and several other members requesting that they provide
you with some of their recent reprints and any other background informa-
tion that they feel may be helpful.

2. Under separate cover, send you by air mail both an English and French
version of the Sea Turtle Comservation Strategy that resulted from the
November 1979 World Conference on Sea Turtle Conservation. The many
valuable papers presented at this meeting are now due to be published
by Smithsonian Press in asbout five months. I will let you know how
and where to order the volume when it becomes available.

3. Bend a copy of your letter to the private WWF-funded organization called
TRAFFIC in Washington, D. C. requesting information and/or investigation
of the lively curio trade in stuffed sea turtles and other wildlife
taking place in vour area.

AM EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



Dr. John E. Burchard
May 26, 1982
Page 2

4. Request Dr. Wicholas Mrosovsky of the University of Toronto to place
your nameé on the mailing list for the Marine Turtle Newsletter.
WNicholas is the editor of this informative publication, and also a
member of the Marine Turtle Group.

5. Under separate cover, send you am assortment of my own reprints covering
work on sea turtles here in Hawali and elsewhere in the Pacifie.

In addition to the above, I would like to ask the following questions
and suggest a few possible ideas for your consideratiom.

1. What inscription and number series did the tags have that you used at
Jana and Karan?

2. Have you ever seen or heard reports of turtles basking ashore during the
daytime on any of these islands (see enclosed article from Sea
Frontiers)?

3. What possible action might you recommend that could be undertaken by the
MHarine Turtle Group to help conserve the sea turtles in your area?
Would a letter from our Group Chairman {(or a high official in IUCH)
written to Saudi authorities on behalf of sea turtles and their nesting
habitat be an appropriate and effective action?

4. It would be very worthwhile for you to write a short note for publication
summarlizing the information contained in your letter. I feel certain
that Dr. Mrosowvsky would want to print this in the Marine Turtle Hewg-
letter just as soon as space permits. The "Biotopes" books is a
beautiful presentation, but not widely known.

5. I would also sugpest that you consider submitting a small proposal to
WWF/IUCH in Morges dealing with tagging studies on your islands. This
certainly geemas like a high priority to me.

I hope that this letter will be of szo
of June I will be tagging green turtles a
I look forward to hearing from wou somet

eat regards,
I
GeoTg - Balazg

help bto you. During the month
Frepch Frigate Shoals. Howaver,
ter I return in early July.

Aggistant Marine Bioclogist
GHE :md

Enelosure
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DHAHRAMN, SALDI ARABLA

21 February 1982

Ir. George H. Balasz

Hawali Institute of Marine Biclogy
F. 0. Box 1346, Coconut Island
Kaneche, Hawaii 96744

0. 5. A.

Dear Dr. Balagma,

Dr. Cuddeback of ARAMOO has pagsed your letter of 14 January on to
me. I am, for better or worse, the principasl author of "Biotopes of
the western Arsblan (ulf" and the person who has worked on sea turtles
here. Iuring my stay with ARAMCO we tagged s modest number of Green
Turtles (&4 at Karan, if I remember correctly, and a smaller number at
Juna), Unfortunately, it was lmposeible to obtsin tags inseribed in
Arsbie, and also to cperate a reward scheme., ARAMOD were unwilling to
allocate money without knowing exactly how many tags would be returned.
We never obiained any "external" returns, though we did gather a small
apount of re-nesting data ineluding one female, tagged during body-pit
excavatlion, who returned to the sea and was re-recorded, barely four
hours later, just completing a nest on the opposite side of the island)

During 1973 I and several college students operated a nightly turtle
cansus on Jana Igland durdng most of the breeding =esson. Unfortunately
tagging materials arrived in the field too late to be used during this
operation, The daily nest count did, however, give us an approximate
idea of the rumber of females using Jana, The relationship between this
nunber and the number of body pits, visible on merial photographa, allowed
us to make very rough estimastes of the nurbers of females using the other
islands, The total, arrived at in thia very orude way, was about 3,000
females per season for the six Saudl Arablan coral islande. Karan is by
far the most important nesting site, followed by Jens and Jurayd in that
order. There was slso a certain amount of nesting on mainland beaches;
but this has probably now been seriously curtailed, if not altogether
eliminated, by the siting of industrial plants and other developments sll
along the shore line.

The eoral islands are also threatened, ARAMDO periodically unshelves
plans for putting a major oil storage and processing facility em Jana, and
there are rumors of & Coast Guard base planned for Jurayd. I am trying to
generate interest for s marine park or nature reserve including Karan,
Rurayn, Jana and Jurayd islands. WNeedless to say I would weleome IUCH
support in this effort.

AN PT e of RN T e w1l CADLE ADDRESS AL - JAMAAH P N T R T O N | R e e e ol
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Dr. George H. Balazs, page two 21 February 1982

I ghould mention that the estimates given above apply to Green
Turtles only. The same beaches are also wsed by Hawksbill Turtles,
although I have no good estimate for their numbers. Their shallcw
body plts do not show up well on aerial photographs, and we arrived
on Jana in 1973 in July, which is well past the peak of thelr nesting
season, They seem to begin and to end about iwo monthe earlier than
the Green Turtles. Their populetion iz, I should think, certainly
smaller than that of the Green Turtles; at a wild guess, cng fourth
the size. Karan is probably their main breeding site; but even that
is a puess &t present.

The text of the "Biotopes" book had to be watered down in several
places to make it acceptable to ARAMCO; In polnt of fact the enviren-
mental asituation here 1s dlsastrous, especially in respect of the coastsl
wetlands and shallow subtidal hebitats., The scale of dredging and
landfill operationg is, I am sure, unequalled in the world. DMost of
the important mangrove stands are slready gone, and unless something
drestic happens there will soon be no more tidal flats and very few
grass beds. This is bound to affect the trophie base of the turtles,
and of many other speciea aa well., The loecal fishing company has just
srdered four larpe, new shrimp trawlers; I cannct imagine what they will
find to catech with them! The shrimp stocks are already seriously over-
fished and their nursery grounds are disappearing apace.

There is at the momerit a two-man IUCN team here, surveying the
Gulf coastline with a view to making recommendsations to the Saudi
Arsbisn envirenmental protection agency. Their recommendations will
necessarily be more or leas the same as mine; but perhaps coming from
IUCH they may get more atiention. I will be providing them with some
details of the marine park proposal already mentioned.

I have alsc submitted, to the environmental protection agency here,
o paper om the congervation of critical habitats. These I have lden-
tified for our area as coastal wetlands, grase beds and coral reefs with
their asssocisted islands, The paper contalns urgent recommendations for
interim menagsment actions (& ban on dredging amd land filling, and on
development of the islands or their reefs) as well as proposals for a
garies of research projects designed to evaluate the status, productivity,
rnutrient budget ete., of these blotopes. I have very wide interests in
biolegy, but my own research is focussed at the moment om the texonomy
and ecology of reef corala. Consequently I am hoping to get some funding
for 8 research program centered sround Karan, Jana and Jurayd Islends.
Part of this program would inelude studies of the turtle populations.

Tageing work would form an important part of the studiea.

The greatest danger to our turtle populations, apart from the siting
af industrial or military instellations on the islandsz, is from hordes
af Korean or Filipino contract laborers, whose companies might see fit



Ir. George H, Balazs, pege three 21 Februsry 1932

to transport them to one of the coral islands for a week-end's
"recrestion” which would undoubtedly inelude the eapiure and ingestion
of every animsl living on the island at the time. Several such trips
have already taken place, but I have not yvet had an opportunity to get
into the fisld to eveluate thelr results. My somewhat hazy asources
Suggest that there has been some Intensive spearfishing, and a little
commercial-seale coral colleoting, but that so far the turtles have not
been seriously molested.

Can you suggest where the dried and lacquered turtles are coming from,
which are offered for gale in the loeal curic shops? These are moetly
Hawksbill Turtles, 20-50 cm in carapace length, and the total number in
the varicus shops must run into hmndreds. They are associsted with varicus
Uriental cbjects and seem to be imported from Singapore, or poseible also
from India. There are also dried monitor lizards, dried erocodiles, and
vagt numbers of the dried feet of these snimals {sold as key-chain ornamenta)
as well as dried hatchling Pseudemys spp from North Americs, I can't
peraonally imagine how snyone ecEEd gtand to have such a gruesome relic
In the house; but they seem to find a lively sale,

I lef't ARAMOO in 1977 and returned to Arabis to my present position,
at the Research Institute of the University of Petroleum and Minerala, only
about ten months age. Consequently I am rather out of touch with recent
turtle work and with the astivities of the IUCHN Marine Turtle Group, and
would be grateful if you eould bring me up to date.

This has become a longer letter than I snticipated; but perhaps 1t has
given you a summary idea of the present situstion. I would 1ike to get
same more turtle work launched, provided only that I can obtain funding
for it. It would be nice, at lesst, %o establish the mein populaticn para-
meters of the Gulf turtles on a more solid foundation than the extremely
erude work I have done so far.

I hope this helps; and will be happy to correspond further if Yol
wish. Flease note my address, as it differs slightly from that given on
the letterhead: :

Dr, John E. Burchard

U, P, M. Box 1903

University of Petrolsum and Minerals
Box 144, Dhahran Inmternstiomel Alrport
Saudi Arabia

Telex: 601913 UPMRI 37

Telephone: (03) 8603223 (my office)
EEDBEE% {the Divieional secretary )

With kind regards,
Sincerely yours,

,;??M

. Burchard >
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UNIVERSITY OF HAWAIL AT MANOA
HAWATT INSTITUTE OF MARINE BIOLOGY
BE. D. BOX 1346

 KANEOHE, HAWAII 96744

June 7, 1982

Dr. Jaquea Berney
Exacutive Bacretary

CITES

IDCH, Avenue du Mont-Blane
CH~-11% Gland

Switzerland

Dear Or. Remey:

T am writing this short letter to let you know that I
fully concur with the views expressed by Dr. Carr in his
letter of May 21, 1982, I do not balieve that sither the
Surinam or Fremch island populations should be downlisted
for the international commercial trade being sought by
turtle ranchars.

Sincarely,

Ceorga H. Balazs
Deputy Chairman

GHD ead
ce: A. Carr
R. Scott



University of Hawaii at Manoa

Hawail Institute of Marine Biology
P.0.Box 1346 & Coconut Island = Kaneohe, Hawaii 06744
Cable Address: UNIHAW

June 1, 1932

His Excellency, Giordano
Bruno Reffi

Prime Minister

Republic of San Marino

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

I am writing to ask you to consider having your Republic
put out a set of postage stamps that feature sea turtles,
San Marino is well-known among collectors as a source of
fine and attractive stamps. The issuance of stamps with
a theme involving the world's graceful sea turtles would
undoubtedly be very popular.

As you may know, sea turtles have experienced serious
population declines in recent years due to excessive
exploitation for meat, shell and hides. Coastal develop-
ment has also caused the destruction of important sand
beaches where nesting takes place. Because of these
various survival problems, many countries now have laws
that protect sea turtles and restrict international trade
in their products. Education can play an important role
in helping to conserve these marine animals. Portraying
them on postage stamps can represent a very positive step
in this direction.

I have enclosed several illustrations and photographs of sea
turtles to help you evaluate this suggestion. Thank wvou
for your consideration.

Sincerely yours,

George H. Balazs &
Agsistant Marine Biologist, and
Deputy Chairman IUCN Marine
Turtle Group

mk

Enclosures

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



University of Hawaii at Manoa

Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
P.0.Box 1346 » Coconut Island = Kaneohe, Hawaii 9874t
Cable Address: UNIHAW

April 21, 1982

¥r. B. E. Pauncefort
Administrator, Ascension Island
cefo P. D. Box 4608 ASI
Patrick Adir Force Base

Florida 32915

Dear Mr. Pauncefort:
I am writing to ask if you would give further consideration to issuing

a get of Ascension Island postage sCamps that portray sea turtles. You
will probably recall that we corresponded about this subject during May

of last year.
The U.S. Mational Marine Fisheries Service recently printed a color
jdentification poster showing each of the species of sea turtles. 1

have enclosed a copy of this publication for your information and
reference files.

Best regards.

Sincerely,

CEORGE H. BALAZS
Deputy Chailrman
TUCH,/S5C Marine Turtle Specialist Group

GHBR:ec
Enclosure

ee: Prof. A. Carr

bee Temuoe Alortimer
Bnet Barber
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University of Hawaii at Manoa

Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
P.0O.Box 1346 & Coconul Island » Kanache, Hawaii 06744
Cehle Address: UNIHAW

May 14, 1981

Mr. B, E. Pauncefort
Administrator
Ascension Island

cfo P. 0, Box 4608 ASI
Patrick Air Forca Dasa
Florida 32925

Dear Mr. Pauncefort:

I was very sorry to recently learn that Ascension Island may not be
issuing the set of postal stamps displaying sea turtles, as previously
planned. I do not know what factors are involwved in the selection of such
stamps, but it is certainly my Impression that earlier Ascension issuas
showing turtles have been attractive, well-received and prized by
collectors. Ascension is one of the world's truly classical sites for a
breeding colony of green turtles (Chelonig mydas). The seasonal presence
of these animals on Ascension's shores, following an amazing navigational
feat from South America, has helped to make your small island Famous
among the scientific community. These turtles represent a unique wild-
life heritage of unsurpassed excellence. The pride and stewardship of
your residents for the turtles is fully justified, and the issuance of
illustrative stamps is a fine way to internationally advertise these
attributes.

If there is any way that I can be of assistance to you in this
matter, as a representative of the IUCHN/S55C Marine Turtle Specialist
Group, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

George H., Balazs

Deputy Chairman

IUCH/S5C Marine Turtle Specialist
Group

CHE 2 md
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University of Hawaii at Manoa

Hawali Institule of Marine Biology
F.0.Box 1346 « Coconut Island » Kaneohe, Hawaii 86744
Cable Address: UNTHAW

May 7, 1982

Dr. Peter C.H. Pritchard
Florida Audubom Society
1101 Avdubon Way
Maitland, FL 32751

Dear Peter:

I appreclated being able to read your analysils pros and cons of down=
listing the leatherback within the official IUCN categories. I fully agree
with your preference for having the species be listed as "protected.”" And
that is exactly the problem that has aroused my concern. 1 am worried that
many governments, administrators, etc. may now equate the TUCN “endangered"
category with "protected," and the lesser categories with partial or no
protection at all. Also, will this proposed downlisting, if it goes through,
make 1t necessary or somehow stimulate CITES to change leatherbacks from
Appendix I to IXI, or take them all the way off the list? Will the U.S5. then
want to move leatherbacks from Endangered to Threatened, or drop them
entirely from protection under the Endangered Species Act? As vou mentioned,
will povernments in PHG, Trinidad, and elsewhere have less concern (less
protection) for their leatherbacks,if and when the above take place? 1
honestly don't know the answers to these questions, but feel there is ample
reason to be conservative, and ewarcise great caotion. By copiles of this
letter, 1 am therefore suggesting to Dre. Carr, King and Groombridge that any
proposed changes in the IUCH categories for sea turtles (all species) be held
in abevance until we have held our full Marine Turtle Group meeting. I am
assuming that this will oceur within the next 12 monthe, as has been discussed.
Waiting for a vear or so to dowvnlist (1f that's the decision) can't do amy
harm, but on the other hand, 1f 1it"s dome now it will mot have the full and
careful scrutiny of Group members working face to face.

If you, or anyone else receiving this lettes;yfeel this is a bad
suggestion, by al]l means please let me know. only want to be certalin that
all longterm ramifications are belng consideyed..

GHE 2 md

ce:  Archia Carr

Brianm Groombridge
Wayne KEing
Many other Group AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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University of Hawaii at Manoa

Howaii Instilute of Marine Binlogy
P.0LBox 1346 & Coconut Izsland » Eaneohe, Hawaii 06744
Cehle Address: UNIHAW

May 25, 1982

Dr. Llewellyn M. Ehrhart

Department of Biological Sciences ¢
University of Central Florida

Box 23000

Orlando, Florida 32816

Dear Lew:

Thanks very much for your recent note snd the various reprints. I appreciate
having copias of these fine papers to add to my reference library. My sea
turtle file really has growvm, especially over the past five years. I only wish
that the proceedings of the 1979 Washington conference would have come out

much sooner, as originally envisioned. I talked to people at Smithsonian Press
by telephone the other day (concerning a lost fipure) and was told that the
volume would be available by late summer. I forgeot to ask in what vear, but
assumed they meant 19821

I haye given some thowght to whether or not I should mention the following to

you, and decided that I should. I certainly don't want to sound overly critical
or concerned, so I hope you will accept these comments in the constructive but
questioning way they are intended. Both you and Mary were present at the
Washington Conference when I gave my paper on immature green turtle growth rates
and other foraging pasture studies. TIn addition, I'm fairly positive that I sent
you a copy of the full text shortly after visiting the two of you in Jamuary of
1980. I was therefore surprised to find that my conference paper wasn't used as

a reference In your recent paper in Copela. Instead, a sentence in the intro-=
duction states "Recently, studies on the movements and growth of immature turtles
in the wild have begun (my emphasis) in Australis (Limpus 1979; Limpus and Walter
1980) and the Hawaiian Archipelago (Balazs 1979)." The Balazs (1979) refers to
my short piece in the January issue of the Marine Turtle HNewsletter. In that
note, it was clear that my work with ismature wild turtles had been geing on since
at least 1976. In fact, it has been progressing since May of 1973, as shown in
my paper in Biolopgical Conservation 9, 1976: 125-140. So why would you want to
gay "recently begun”, when your own study itself was only started in July of

12767 Why did wou not want to reference my conference paper that contained far
more information than the note in the Marine Turtle Newsletter? To add to my
confusion over this matter is the fact that Mary wrote to me doring mid-1979 (follow-
ing the oote in Marine Turtle Newsletter) and asked if I would be willing to review
and comment on her grﬂHtEEfnraging pasture papers. I wrote back and said that

I certainly would, but then she never sent them to me.

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



Dr. Llewellyn M. Ehrhart
May 25, 1982
Page 2

Right about now you're probably saying that I should have sent this letter to
Mary, and not you. You are probably correct, but since we've exchanged letters
on other issues, I made the decision to broach the topic directly with you.

Of course, you should feel free to send a copy of my letter to Mary if you

wish. And by all means, please call me to task if I've missed an important peint
here, or if you think I'm just being too pic

Look forward to hearing from you when ydur e permits.

Bdat-regards,

GEORGE

Assispfrit Marine Biologist

GHE:ec

PS Just poticed that Mary's 1981 note in J. Herpetology did exactly the
same thing- but, as you know, your name is not listed as a coauther.



University of Hawaii at Manoa

Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
P.0.Box 1346 & Coconut Tsland & Kaneohe, Hawall 8744
Cable Address: UNIHAW

June 1, 1982

Mr. Thomas M. Murphy
Poco Sabo Plantation
Green Pond, SC 29446

Dear Tom:

Thanks very much for your letter of 26 April 1932.
Yes, I know how administrative/bureaucratic problems
can develop at times. 1 do, bowever, regret that
your final report was not available to me at an
earlier date so it could have been referenced in
Marine Fisheries Review paper. This is now
scheduled for the May issue (out in June).

Agaln, thank you for writing.

Sincerely,

George H. Balazs
Assistant Marine Blologist

mk

AN EQUAL OFPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



May 26, 1982

Dr. John E. Burchard

U.P.M. Box 1903

Tniversity of Poatroleum & Minarals
Box 144, Thahrsn Intermational Afrport
SAIDT ARABTA

Dear Dr. Burchard:

As I mentioned in my brief poatcard-note to you last week, your informa-
tlve and interesting letter of I1 February 1982 only racedtly arrived hera In
Hawaii. I can't imagine what happensd to it, or where it's been. The
envelope was Iin excellent condition and the ragisterad label was still
attachad. The long delay was indeed unfostunate, becsuse it may have caused
vou to think that T neglectad to respond, or somehow falt that the status
and ecology of vour turtles were unimportant. Let me assure you that this
is by no means the case.

My original letter of inquiry to the ABAMCO address came about after
reading "Biotopes of the Western Arablan Gulf" because I was unawara of any
other sea turtla research projects focused on thess islands. Conseguently,
it is indaed good newa to hear of your recent return to Arab#a, and con=-
tinued intevest in sea turtles. TIn order to provide you with some rapid
initial assiviancea within the framework of the IUCH Harine Turtle Group, I
intend to carry out the following.

1. BSend copies of wvour letter to our Group Chaivman (Dr. Archia 8wrr -
Univ. of Florida) and several other members requesting that they provide
vou with some of thelr recent raprints and any other background informa-
tion that they feel may be helpful.

2. [Under separate cover, send you by air mail both an English and Franch
version of the Bea Turtle Conservation Stractegy that resulted from rthe
Hovember 1979 World Conference on Sea Turtle Consarvation. The msny
valuable papers presentad at this meating are now due to ba published
by Smithsonian Fress in about five momths. I will let you know how
and vhere to order the volume when it becomes available.

3. Bend a copy of your letter to the private WWF-funded organization called
TRAFFIC in Washington, D. C. requasting information and/or investigation
of the lively curio trade in stuffed sea turtles and other wildlife
taking place in vour area.



Dr. John E. Burchard
May 26, 1982
Page 2

4. Bequast Dr. Nicholas Mrosovaky of the Tmiversity of Toronto to placa
your name on the mailing list for the Marine Turtle Newslatter.
Nicholas is the editor of this informative publication, and also a
mamber of tha Marine Turtle Group.

5. Under gaparate cover, send you an sssortment of my own reprints covaring
work on sea turtles here in Hawaiil and elsewhere in the Pacifiec.

In addition to the above, I would like to ask the followlng questions
and suggest a few posmible idess for your consideration.

1. What inscription and numher series did the tage have that you used at
Jana and Karan?

2, Hava you avar geen or hespd raports of turtles basking ahbore during tha
daytime om any of these i=lands (see enclosed article from Sea
Frontlers)?

3. What poasible action might you recommend that could be undertaken by the
Marine Turtle Group to help consarve tha sea turtles in your area?
Would & letter from our Group Chairman (or a high official in IUCK)
written to Saudi authorities on bshalf of sea turtles and thair nesting
habitat be an appropriate and effective action?

&, It would be very worthwhila for vyou to write & short note for publicatiom
susmarizing the information cootained io vour letter. I feal ceartain
that Dr. Mrosovsky would want to print this in the Marine Turtle Wews-
letter just as soon as space permits. The "Biotopes” books is a
beautiful pressatation, but not widaly known.

5: I would also suggest that you considaer submitting a small proposal to

WWE/IUCH in Morges dealing with tagglng studies on your islands., This
certainly seems like & high priority to ma.

I hope that this letter will be of esoma help to you. During tha month
of June I will be tagging green turtles at Freoch Frigate Shoals. Howavar,
I look forward to hearing from you soustime after I return in early July.

Best regards,

Gaorga H. Balaza
Asgletant Marine Biologist

GHB :md
Enclosure



May 13, 1982

To: Jack R. Davidson, Director
Sea Grant College Program

From: Ceorge H. Dalazs
Assistant Merine Biologist
(IPA contract with KMFS through May of 1983)

Subject: Intent to eubmit research proposals to the Sea Orant College Program

The two enclosed preliminary drafrs for pessible propogals are baing
submitted for consideration in sccordance with your memorandum of April 22,
19482,

My intended proposal dealing with the population dynamies of green turtles
at the Big Island would logieally fall within the program tentatively
anvisioned by Rick Grigg. I would welcome tha oppoertunity to onca again be a
part of this sert of team effort under Rick's coordination,

I am not asking to have both propossls funded during the same year, but
rather sseking your views as to which project might receive the highest

endorsement from your office, Thank you in advance far your puldance in thisa
important matter,

GHE rmd
Enclosureas



UNIVERSITY OF HAWALII AT MANOA
Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
P.0. Box 1345 - Cocomut Island - Keneohe, Hawaii 96744
Cable Address: UNTHAW

May 24, 1982

Dr. J. A. Ottenwalder P,

Mugeo Nacional de Historia Matural
Plaza de la Culturs

dano Domingo D.N.

Dominican Republic

Dear Dr. Ottenwaldar:

I would greatly appreclate receiving one of the black and
white leatherback posters entitled "Camino a la Extinction?"
that was mentioned in the May 1982 Marine Turtle Newsletter,
If there is & cost involved, I would be happy to send you payment.

Under separate cover, I am sending vou a copy of my Haweiian
green turtle synopsis that you recently requested in writing.

Bagt regards.

Sincerely,

8/ George H. Balazs (ec)

GEORGE H. BALAZS
Assistant Marine Biologist

CHE: pe



May 25, 1982

Dr. C. E, Blanck

Department of Biology
University of South Carolina
Columbia, SC 29208

Dear Dr. Blanck:

If reprints are still available, I would greatly appreciate
receiving a copy of your article entitled "Hatchery practices in
relation to early embryology of tha loggerhead sea turtle."”

Thank you for your assistance.

Sinceraly,

g/George H. Balaze (ec)

GEORGE H. BALAZS
Assistant Marine Biologist

GHB:eac




University of Hawaii at Manoa

Hawall Instifute of Marine Biology
.0 Box 1346 & Coconut Island » Kanechs, Hawaii 96744
Cable Address; UNIHAW

April 13, 1980

Mr. Lucas Chin
Curator

Muzium Sarawak
Jalan Tun HJ openg

Fuching
SGarawak, East Malavsia

Dear Mr., Chin:

Thank you for your letter of 14 March concerning the serious problems confront—
ing the Turtle Islanda rookery. T am honored by your invitation te conduct
studies at this historieal breeding site. However, my time is fully committed
to the Hawalian and Pacific Islands research program for at least the next 18
months, I have taken the liberty of sending = copy of your letter to Dr. Carr
(IUCH Turtle Group Chairman) for possible action or advice. You should be
hearing from him directly within the near future.

It would appear to me that we have now reached a very critical stage in the
survival of the Sarawak turtle roockery. The number of eggs available for
harvest has declined significantly over the past 30 — 40 years. This would
indicate a long-term population decline that will almost certainly result in the
extinction of the coleny if the trends are not stabilized and reversed. Both
trawling and overharvesting of egps must be the responsible factors, but we
have no way of knowlng which impact has been the most devastating. What we do
know is that some steps must be taken scon on behalf of conservation. At this
stage, it will not be sufficient just to prohibit (and enforce) trawling
activities close to the islands. What strategy could be developed to achleve
& moratorium on the harvesting of eggs for a 5 or even 10-year trial period?

I realize that this may be viewed by some as a drastic measure. WNevertheless,
it could very well be the only action capable of restoring the colony. It is
my understanding that profits from the egg harvest benefit local charities.
This is indeed a worthy use for a sea turtle resource that should ideally be
continued in perpetuity. A moratorium on egg harvests, in conjunction with
restricted trawling, offers hope for the continued use of these eggs by future
generations.

I look forward to hearing your thoughts on this Important matter. As the
authority for the area, we must ldok to you for advice on matters relating to
local sea turtle conservation. From an international setting, I feel certain
that all of the IUCHN Turtle Group will be anxious to render assistance In
whatever way possible and appropriate.

AN EQUAL OPPORTUMITY EMPLOYER



Mr. Lucas Chin
April 13, 1980
Page 2

Best roegards.

Gincerelwy,

CEORGE H. BALAZS

Assistant Marine Biologist
and Deputy Chairman
TUCH/S5C Marine Turtle Group

GHE: ez

cor: AL Carr
W. Eing

bee: Stanley de Silwa



University of Hawaii at Manoa

" Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
P.0.Box 1346 & Coconul Island » Kaneohe, Hawali #6744
Cable Address: UNIHAW

May 13, 1982

Mr., David Hack

Agsigtant Director

Traffic (U.5.A.)

1601 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20009

Dear Dawvid:

Thanks very much for the copy of the letter you sent to Mike Bean on
April 2, 1982.

I am surprised to the point of nearly disbelief by the quantity of
tortoiseshell shown during recent years coming from CTF and geing into
Japan. In your letter, you menticned "......imports of tortoiseshell
from the Cayman Islands (which I sssume comes from CTF)." I wonder 1if
this assumption might be in error? During the two times I have been to
Cayman (1973 & 1974}, I saw large hawksbills making up part of the turtle
catch brought in by boats fishing off Nicaragua. We need to find out to
what extent this atill takes place. I'll bet a fair percentage of your
values represent "wild" tortoiseshell. Also of interest, do you know the

weight of "tortoiseshell" resulting from a single market-gize CTF green
turtle?

I know you are now very busy with other matters, but if Mike is rely-
ing heavily on these valves we want to be certain they are accurate. 1'l1
also dig through some of my f£iles to see what I can come up with.

Best regards.,

GHB :md

cc:  Archie Carr
Mike Beéan

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



April 2, 1982
tichael Bean, Esquire
Environmental Defense Fund
1525 18th Street, M
Hashington, D.C. 20036

Dear Mike,

[ am en:lnsin§ some tables on the sea turtle product trade. 1 hope these
will help you determine how effective the Cayman Turtle Farm has been op
reducing trade in wild sea turtle products.

The captive bred CTF green turtles are killed and commercially traded mainly
for shell, meat, and skins. In general, wild olive ridley sea turtles are
most desired for their skins, hawksbill sea turtles for shell, and green
turtles for meat. I suwamarize the worldwide trade in each product below.

Tortoiseshell

The following Southeast Asian countries 1ist tortoiseshell imports fexports
in their published government statistics: Japan, Hong Kong, Singapore,
Thailand, People's Republiic of China, South Korea, Taiwan, and Indonesia.
In our 1979 Sea Turtle Trade report we showed that Asian countries consumed
most tortoiseshell worldwide. Japan is the only one of the above countries
that lists imports of tortoiseshell from the Cayman Islands (which I

assume comes from CTF).

Japan Imports of Tortoiseshell (in kg)

Year ' CTF ° (% of Total) Total

1974 T3l = 218 48,188
1975 1,083 f Z2.9% ° 37,261
1976 4,002 B.7% 46,060
1977 v 3, B6S 8.4% .- 45,818
1978 7,500 17.0% 44,039
1979 7,687 10,9% 70,846
14980 3,040 : 7.8% 38,809
1981 (Jan - Sept) 2,834 18.7% 15,137

{Japan became a member of CITES on Movembar 4, 1980 with reservations

taken on hawksbill, green, and olive ridiey sea turtles. The 1979 increase
in total tortoiseshell imports is probably due to stockpiling in anticipation
of joining CITES,)



BEean Letter - Page 2

Turtle Skins and Leather

Japan was the only country listing import or exports of turtle skin or
Teather in their published government statistics,

Japan Imports of Turtle Skin and Leather (in kg):

Year CTF (% of Total) Total
Skin \ =

14976 0 0% 104,606
1977 36 i 17,244
1978 23,514 24.9% o4 ,445
1879 14,336 8.5% 169,088
1980 14,778 27.6% 53,542
1981 [Janaﬂept] 6,687 32.2% 20,757
Leather

1976 0 i 11,377
19377 0 0 7,008
1978 0 0 11,803
1979 0 0 23,874
1580 .0 4] 12,047
1981 (Jan-Sept) 0 0 9.353

Turtle Meat

Published government trade statistics do not 1ist turtle meat; however,
I have enclosed pages from CITES annual reports from countries that 1ist
sea turtle imports. Only West Germany and the United Kingdom record
imports of CTF turtle meat. France, Italy, and Hong Kong do not 1ist
CTF as the origin of any sea turtle products they import.

In summary, only Japan, West Germany, and the United Kingdom appear tg
import sea turtle products from the Cayman Turtle Farm.

Let me know if you need any further information,

Yours sincerely,

David Mack
Assistant Director



October 2, 1981

Soames Summarhays

Author of "A Marine Park is Bom" (May 1981)
e/o Wational Geographic Magazine

17th aad M Streeta, H.W.

Washington, D. C. ~ 20036

Dear Soames Summerhays:

I am writing to offer my compliments on the fine artille you wrote about
the Great Barrier Reef for Mational Ceographic Magazine. The material
presented was interssting, informative, and will undoubtedly be beneficial to
the consarvation of this unique marine heritage.

I noticed in your article om page 632 that you referred to reductioms of
large predators in the Marine Park region due to "increased commerciasl and
gport fishing." In the accompanying article by Ron and Valerie Taylor, there
is a reference (on page 662) to dangers that “"still thresten" the Marine
Park. Do you feel that sport sand, perheps more so, comnmercial fishing will
constitute a future problem in the Marine Park? Do adequate controls now
exist in your opinion? Earlier this year I read an article in Australisn
Fisheries stating that trawling would be parmitted at certain areas inside
the park's bomndaries. Is such trawling mow Allowed smnd, if so, have any
sdverse impacts been identified?

Again, I greatly enjoyed your article., I hopa that you will have time
to provide information on the questions I have raised.

Bincarely,

CGaorge H. Balazme
Asgistent Marine Biologist



UNIVERSITY OF HAWAN

_ Hawail Institute of Marine Biology
onut lsland - P, O, Box 1 345 = fansche, .J'i.n-'-'i'lfi- c
May 12, 1982

Mr. Jim Sternberg

Sea Turtle Hescue Fund

Center for Eanvironmental Education
624 -~ 9th Street, H.W.

Washington, D. C. 20001

Dagr Jim:

I have juat finished a delightful, but much too short, visit with Pamela
Willisms who has been here in Hawaii for a few days on matters relatcing
to monk saals. During our discussions, she mentioned that you may he
leaving the Center in the not toa distant future. In view of the mATLY
fine accomplishmente you have made on behalf of sea turtles these past
few years, in my view it would certainiy be a shame to loss you during
this current Washington administration. If at all possible, I do hope
that you will reconsidar your plans, and continue on in the role of
educator and spokesman for sea turtles.

As in the past, if there is any way I can be of help to you, please do
not hesitate to ask.

Baat regarda.

Siﬂcarﬁl‘j’,

GEOEGE H. BALAZS
Assistant Marine Biologist



May 7, 1980

Dra, W, R. Lowell 6 W, T, Flanigan
Biomadical Branch

Haval Ocman Systems CUanter

San Diego, California 92152

Daar Dra. Lowell & Flanigan:

1 would greatly appreciats receiving coples of any meports om publica-
tions that resulted from your laboratory scudies with 13 Haweiian groen
turtles batween 1975 and their unfortunate damise in 1978. Many thanks for
your asslstence in rthis matter,

Sincerely,

Gaorge H. Balazs
Asslatant Marine Biologist

CHE 1 md



May 13, 1982

Mr. David Mack

Agaistant Mrector

Traffic (U.5.A.)

1601 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D, O. 20009

Dasr David:

Thanka very much for the copy of the letter you sent to Mike Bean on
April 2, 1982,

I am surprised to the point of nearly disbeliaf by the quantity of
tortoiseshell shosm during recent years ecoming from CTF and going into
Japan. 1In vour letter, you mentioned "......imports of tortoiseshell
from the Cayman Islands (which I assums comes from CTF)." I wonder if
this assumption might be in error? During the two times I have been to
Cayman (1973 & 1974), I saw large hawksbille malking up part of the turtlas
cateh brought in by boats fishing off Nicaragua. We need to find out to
what axtent this still takes place. I'1l bet a fair percentage of your
valoas represent "wild" tortoiseshell. Also of interest, do you mow the
weight of "tortolseshell" resulting from a sfngle market-size CTF green
turtle?

I know you are now wery busy with other matters, but if Mike ia raly-
ing heavily on these values we want to be certain they are sccurate. 1'11
aleo dip through some of my files to see what I can come up with.

Best regards.
Edincerely,
Ceorge H. Balaxs
Aseistant Marine Biologist
FHE ead

ee: Archie Carr
Mike Besan



May 13, 1981

8: E. Cormelius
E.R. 3, Box 215
Mtn. View, MO 65548

[Dear Stewa:

Thanks vary much for your quick raspomse of 3 May, 1 appraclate this
additional general information. My short arcicle on driftnets catching
lzatherbacks in the North Pacifie will be out next month. I will auto-
matically send you a raprint. By the way, how did you come by the
information on turtles in purse saines? Were they U. 5. vessals? Did the
captain or crew membars send you recovery information? or did it somehow
come from NMFS? 1I'wm especially interested in this aspect becauses NMFS in
California has still not analyzed the data and prepared a report on
ohaerver records involving saveral hundred turtles seen caught in purse
seines in 1974 and 1975. They stopped collecting such data in later
years, presumably because it was identifying a new fishery impact problem.

In looking over my aorrespondence file, I see that I neglacted to
angwer your nlca latter of 24 Fabruary. Sorry that this Elipped my attention.
I am indeed pleased to learn that my tagging note provided some help, My
reaction to your comment about the tag "fitting" better when through the
flipper ecale is entirely positive. I use this form of application for at
least one of the 3-4 tags I put on each adult turtle. When pilsrcing
through the scale 1ike this, usually the tip will not lock well with the
applicators. Comsequently it has to be beat over manually with pliers.'

Sounds like your work has really been coming along well. Bast regards.

slncerely,

George H., Balazs
Asgistant Marine Biologist

GHE :med



May 12, 1942

Dr. Edgardo D. Gomaz, Director
Marine Sclences Centar
University of tha Philippinas
Ddiliman, Quagon City 3004
Philippines

Dear Ed:

Thanks verymuch for your latter of 4 May., It was good to hear from you, and I

was pleased to learn that you liked the poster. My curreat supply is now exhausted,
but I hope to recelve anocher bundle soon from the KMPS source iln Florida. Thus
far, they have provided them free, and I gan certainly mail mora te you in reason-
able numbers just as soon as they arrive.

Tour mention of starting to collect sea turtle stampe strikes a fond noLe to ma,
because that 1s exactly what I hava heen dolag for about the past 5 years now.
When you come to Homelulu I'll take you out to my home and show you the 'Pride and
Joy" collection. I have them all mounted in kos wood frames hanging on the wall.
It makes an attractive presentation and good conversation tepic. The idea to

a8k various governments to consider issulng sets of sea turtle stampa for
aducational purposes was actually an cutgrowth of my hebby. Thus far, it has

bean quite successful., As a result of those letters, Pakistan, Mauritania,
Suriname and Dominics have issued stamps. Also, Mexico and Hew Guinea are
scheduled for the next year or so. Just last week Archis and I received a letter
from Prince Ranier's palace in Monaco saying they are keen on the idea. The U.S.A.
and Australian proposals are still pending, but some encouraging slgns have heen
received. BSo you see, your mentlon of a set possibly coming out of the Philippines
is more news good on this tepic. I don't have a complete set of photos to send
¥you, but how about using one of the ID posters, my sat of postcards, and some
miscellsneous photocopied items that I can pull together? I can send it all to
you shortly after the resupply of posters arrive.

The idea of writing up somathing in the form of a sea turtle stamp checklist also
crossed my mind. I menticoed it to Kicholas & year or so ago, Along with soma
other ideas for articles. He seemed moderately receptive, if I remember right,
but indicated it would indaed have to be short, My more elaborate thought was

to have something published where all of the Gtampa could appesar in ecolor. Yoo
may recall that the cover of Australian Fisheries had commercial fishery stamps
on it a few years ago. It was very impressive.



et

Dr. Edgardo D. Gomes
May 12, 1982

Paga 2

I hope that your wisit to Honolulu will be in July, instead of June. For most
of June I will be at French Frigate Shoals doing my annual tagging and census
work, Let me know of your plans just as soon as they get firmed up.

Best personal regarde.

Sincerely,

GEORGE H. BALAZS
Asglstant Marine Biologist

GHB!ac
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May 5, 1982

DI- -ﬁ.l lmﬂ h"m. Jtl
Senlor Staff Ecologist
Envirommental Consultants, Inc.

4951 Adrport Parkway, Suite 500
Dallae, Texam 75248

Dear Bipdlon:

Many thanka for your letter of April 29th about my request for a copy
of Mr. Agard's letter. I do hope that pour search will be successful.
I also sent a note to Roger Clapp at the Smithsonian asking if he might
know of a copy in the files. Thus far, I haven't heard back from him.
You are undoubtedly my beat hope for ever obtaining this reference
item.

Again, I want to tell you how much I appreciate your efforts. If there
is every anything that I can do for you here in Hawaii, pleass do not
hesitate to ask, Hope to hear from you again soon.

Bast regards.
Sincerely,

GEORGE H. BALAZS
Assistant Maripne Biologist

GHE:ac
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May 7, 1982

D, Pater C.H. Britchazrd
Floridas Auvdobom Society
1101 Audubon Way
Maitlend, FL 32751

Dear Pater:

I appreciated being able to read your amalysis pros and cons of down-
Usting the leatharback within the offieial IUCN categories. I fully apree
with yomr preference for having the species be listed as "protected." And
thet is ezactly the problem that has arcosed my concern. 1 am worriad that
many governments, adminietrators, ete. may now aquate the TUCH "endangered"
category with "protected,” and the lessar cateporias with pertial or no
protection at all. Also, will this proposed downlisting, if it goes throuph,
make it necessary or somshow stimulate CITES to ehanpe leatherbacks from
Appendix I to II, or take them all the way off the list? Will bhe U.S. then
want to move leatherbacks from Endangered to Threatened, or drop them
| entirely from protection undar the Endangered Species Act? As you mentioned,
. will governmeats in PHG, Trinidad, sand elgewhere have lase concern (less
| protection) for their leatherbecks, if and when the ahove take place. I
| honestly don't know the answere to these questions, but feal Where is smple
' resson to be conservative, and exsrcise great cautfon. By goplies of this
| letter, I am therefore suggesting to Dra. Carr, King and Groombridege that any
| proposad chanpes in the IUCH categories for sea turtlas (all species) be held
| in abeyance until we have held our full Marine Turtle Group meeting. I am
| assuming that this will occur within the mext 12 wmonthe, as has been digcussed,
Waiting for a year or so to downlist (if that's the decision) can't do any
harm, but on the other hand, 1f it's dome now it will not have the full and
 eareful scrutiny of Group members working face to face.

If you, or mnyone else receiving this letter, fesls this is a bad
suggestion, by all means please lat me know. I only want to be ceartain that
all longterm ramlfications are being considered.

Best repards,

George H. Halage
Asgistant Marine Biologist

GHE i md

eci! Archie Carr
Brian Groowbridge

Many other Group
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University of Hawaii at Manoa

Hawail Institute of Marine Biology
P.0.Box 1346 & Coconut [sland » Kaneohe, Howail 06744
Cable Address: UNTHAW

May 3, 1982

Dr. Harold Hirth
Department of Biology

The University of Utah
Salt Lake City, Utah 84112

Dear Harold:

Thanks very much for your letter of 20 April giving me the comments I asked for
on the Pacific Legal Foundation's petition. I sent the same material te David
Ehrenfeld, but thus far have not heard back from him. I imagine by now he feels
quite worn-thin on this topic. A formal ruling on the petition has not yet been
issued by WMFS and FW5S. However, I understand it is likely to be rejected.

I'1l send you a copy when it becomes available. By the way, I sent a copy of
your 20 April letter to Dr. Carr so he would also have an idea of your current
thoughts on farming. I hope this was okay.

I recently made an inquiry to the Vancouver Aquarium as to the fate of three
40 1b. greem turtles that were sent there from Hawaii back in 1956. I came
across brief mention of their air shipment while going through microfilm of
old Honelulu newspapers. Much to my delight, the Aquarium Curator wrote and
told me that two of the turtles are still alive and doing well in a tank
shared with a loggerhead and a hawksbill. Furthermore, from the rough weights
and measurements he supplied, it sounds like the turtles are still subadults.
They would be at least 26 years old. Do you know what the current longevity
record is for a green turtle? 1T believe that Dr. Carr has a tag record of
15-20 years for a Tortuguero female. Hughes (1974) mentions a loggerhéad at
the Durban Aquarivm that was at least 33 vyears old (or 41, if dits still alive
now). Any information that you cam give me on this subject will be appreciated.
I'm Eoing to try to get accurate measurements on the greena in Vancouver so
good records will be available for the future.

For several years now, I've had a few notes penciled into my copy of your
Synopsis that I felt should be mentioned to you. Sorry its taken so long to
bring this up, but hopefully it will be useful if you ever do a revision.
Flease let me know if I've somehow made an error in these corrections.

Section 3.34 - I am unable to find mention in Tinker (1941) of green turtles
up to 4.5 kg being found in groupers.

3.54 = I am unable to find any reference to basking a Islas Revillagigedo.

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



Dr. Harold Hirth
May 3, 1982
Page 2

3.16 - Fukada's (1965) data doesn't appear to show that the last nesting of
each turtle contained fewer eggs.

I hope that a decision will be made soon on when and where we will have our
Group meeting. Scraping up travel funds is always a problem.

Best regards,

GEORGE H. BALAZS
Assistant Marine Biologist

GHE: o



University of Hawaii at Manoa

Hawaii Instilute of Marine Biology
P.00LBox 13496 = Coconut Izland » Keneche, Hawaii 06745
Cable Address: UMIHAW

March 17, 1952

Dr. Jaques Bemey

Acting Secretary General
ITUCH, avenue du Mont-Blanc
CH-1196 Gland

Switzerland

Dear Dr. Berney:

This is in response to your letter of 11 February 1982 asking comments

on the proposal from Suriname te transfer their green turtle population
from Appendix I to Appendix II. I have delayed writing to you in the hope
that the additlonal information you requested in your letter of 18 Wovember
1981 would be fortheoming from the Suriname Secretary of Foreipn Affairs.
I have not received any additional information from your office, so I
assumé that Suriname did not give you a response. Perhaps the recent
change of government has now significantly altered the situation with
respect to sea turtles.

I am in full agreement with the views expressed in your letter of
18 November stating that the proposal's Justification is too general, that
more data are needed on the wild population, and that study reports and
supporting references were not provided. Without such material, I find
it difficult to make any sort of meaningful evaluation. However, 1if
Suriname stands on the proposal as it is now written, then I would certainly
recommend rejection on the grounds that justification has not been given
to warrant an Appendix change.

At your earliest convenience, I would appreciate receiving a copy of
the "New Delhi Resolution on Ranching Conf. 3.15". I do not currently
know the exact Wﬁl.'diﬁ_:lﬁ of thias Resolution.

dincerely,

George H. Balazs
Assistant Marine Biologist

CHE :mad

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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Dr. Jaques Berney

Acting Secretary Ceneral (_":&w f?_n_.f;:.%_;

IUCH, avenue du Mont-Blanc . LJFE

CH-1196 Gland
Switzerland

Dear Dr. Bemrney:

This is in response to your letter of 11 February 1982 asking corments

on the proposal from Suriname to transfer their green turtle population
from Appendix I to Appendix II. I have delayed writing to you in the hope
that the additional informatien you.requested in your letter of 18 Novembar:
1381 would be forthcoming from the Suriname Secretary of Foreign Affairs.
I have not received any additional information from your office, so I
asgum# that Suriname did not give you a response. Perhaps the recent
change of government has now significantly altered the situation with
respect to sea turtles.

I am in full agreement with the views expressed in your letter of
18 Hovember stating that the proposal's justification is too general, that
more data. are needed on the wild population, and that study reports and
supporting references were not provided. . Without such material, I find
it difficult to make any sort of meaningful evaluation. However, if
Suriname stands on the proposal as it is now written, then I would certainly
¢ recommend rejection on the grounds that justification has not been given
‘to warrant an Appendix change.

At your earliest convenience, I would appreciate recediving a copy of
____the "New Delhi Resolution on Ranching tunfﬂug-lﬁ". 1 do not currently

Jnow the exact wording of this Eesolution.

Sincerely,

George H. Balazs
Assistant Marine Biologist



University of Hawaii at Manoa

Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
P.0.Box 1346 » Coconut Island » Kanecha, Hawail 96744
Cable Address: UNIHAW

April 21, 1982

Mr. B. E. Pauncefort
Administrator, Ascension Island
efo P. 0. Box 4608 ASI
Patrick Air Force Base

Florida 32925

Dear Mr. Pauncefort:

I am writing to ask if you would give further consideration to.issulng
a set of Ascension Island postage stamps that portray sea turtles. You
will probably recall that we corresponded about this subject during May
of last year.

The U.S. National Marine Fisherles Service recently printed a colox
identification poster showing each of the species of sea turtles. I
have enclosed a copy of this publication for your information and
reference files.

Best regards.

Sincerely,

CEORGE H. BALAZS
Deputy Chairman
IUCN/55C Marine Turtle Specialist Group
GHE: ec
Enclosure

cc: Prof. A. Carx

i:'-i:q: l._.-:a!l.nﬂﬁ'_ f"’?ﬂi— fi:“E,.--

Jnet Povrber

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



University of Hawaii at Manoa

Hawail Institute of Marine Biology
P.0O.Box 1348 & Coconut Island « Kaneohe, Hawail S6574
Cable Address: UMIHAW

May 14, 1981

Mr. B. E. Pauncefort
Administrator
Ascension Island

cfo P. O, Box 4608 ASI
Patrick Air Force Base
Florida 32925

Dear Mr. Pauwncefort:

I was very sorry to recently learn that Ascension Island may not be
issuing the set of postal stamps displaying sea turtles, as previously
planned. I do not know what factors are invelved in the selection of such
stamps, but it is certainly my impression that earlier Ascension issuas
showing turtles have been attractive, well-received and prized by
collectors. Ascension is one of the world's truly classical sites for a
breeding colony of greem turtles (Chelomia mydas). The seasonal presence
of these snimals on Ascension's shores, following an amazing navigational
feat from South America, has helped to make vour small island famous
among the sclentific community. These turtles represent a unique wild=
life heritage of unsurpassed excellence. The pride and stewardship of
your residents for the turtles is fully justified, and the issuance of
illustrative stamps is a fine way to intermationally advertise these
attributes.

If there is any way that I can be of assistance to you in this
matter, as a representative of the IUCN/S3C Marine Turtle Specialist
Group, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Bincerely,

George H. Ealazs
Deputy Chairman

IUCH/S8C Marine Turtle Spacialist
Group

GHE :md

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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April 26, 1982

Mr. Richard Roe

Harine Mpemals and Endangered Specles
National Marine Tisheries Service
3300 Whitehaven Streat, NW
Washington, D. C. “ 20235

Dear Dick¥

Tt has been & couple of years now since we met in Weshington, D. O. to
talk sbout sea turtles (or was it at CITES in Costs Rica?). Nevertheless,
I want to take this opportunity to renew correspondence with you, to sepd
you the enclosed report, and also td inquire sbout an administrative action
that potentially impacts Pacific turtles. Concerning this latter tople, for
gpome time I have heen tryving to find out how or why Threatened and Endmnperad
aspecies of sea turtles were dropped from the Emergency Provisions that were
made part of the Spiny Lobster Tisherles Management Flan of the Westemn
Pacific Region. I know that turtles were part of this Provision right up
until the final stage, but for some reason were deleted at the last minute
theraby leaving only the monk seal to be covered, Are you awara of this
action and, 1f so, can vou tell me Wy this took place? There would seem to
be no biological basie for such a deletion, sincer there is & clearly
documented severs entanglement of a leatherback (Endangered specles} in
lobater fishing gear in tha Northwestern Hawaiisn Islands, but no known
records of monk seal/lobster gear eantanglement. T have made inquiries of
this nature to personnel of the WMFE Southwest Regiom, both in Homolulu and
at Terminal Island, but mo one seems to know the answer.

I hope that your work is going well. Hopefully we will meet again in
the not-too—distant future, posaibly at the Western Atlantic Turtle
Symposium acheduled for next year.

Bast ragards.

Sincoarely,

George H. Balazse
Asgistant Marine Biologist

(1.P.A. CONTRAct to NMPS,
Honoluly Lab)

GHE $md

Enclosure




April 26, 1982

Dr. James Maragos
U. §. Army Engineer District, Honolulu
Ft. Shafter, Hawail 96858

Dear Jim:

I am writing to inquire about the attached letter that I sent to the
Army Engineer IMetrict during September of last year. Has a "Fiaal
Ravigationel Report" for the Hilo area now been completed? If so,,l would
greatly appreciate receiving a copv. Any other information that you can
provide on the status of this study, or the comments/sugrestions made in
my letter, would also be most welcoms.

Best personal ragards.

Sincerely,

George H. Balazs
Agaistant Marine Biologist

GHE :md

Enclosmre



Apxil 21, 1982

Mr. B. E. Pauncefort
Administrator, Ascension Imland
cfo P. 0. Box 4608 ASI
Patrick Adr Force Basa

Florida 32915

Daar Mr. Pauncefort:

I am writing to ask if you would give further comsideration to issuing
& set of Ascansion Ialand postage stamps Chat portray sea turtles. You
will probably recall that we corresponded sbout chis subject during Hay
of last year.

The U.5. National Marine Fisheries Service recently printed a color
identification poster showing each of the spacies of sea turtles. 1
have enclosed a copy of this publicstion for your information and
rafarence files.

Bast regards,

Sincarely,

GEORGE H, BALAZS

Deputy Chafirman

IUCH/SSC Marine Turtls Specialist Group
GHE 1 ee
Enclosure

eg: Prof. A. Carr



January 27, 1982

Chief, Permit Branch

Federal Wildlife Permit Office
Fish and Wildlife Bervice

Box 3654

Arlington, VA 22203

Deaar 8ir:

In complisnce with Condition 12 of msea turtle permit PRT 2-3583,
I am sending you three reports which provide detailed results of
our Hawaiian research program through 1981,

Hequest for the remewal of this permit for 1982 is respectfully
requested. I hereby certify that the information contained 1in
the original epplication is still correct.

Sincerely,

George H, Balazs
Apsietant Marine Biologiat

mk
Enclosures:

1. Radio Telemetry of Hewaiian Green Turtles at thelr
Breeding Colongy

2. Basking Behavior of the Hawaiian Green Turtle (Chelonis mydas)

3. PFactors Affecting the Retention of Metal Flipper Tags on
Bea Turtles
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University of Hawaii at Manoa

Hewall Institute of Marine Biology
P.0.Box 1348 &« Coconut Island » Kaneohe, Hawali 287
Cable Address: UNIHAW .

Decamber 14, 1981

Dr. Robert F. Bcott
Executive QOfficer

Species Survival Commission
IUCH, Avenue du Mont-BElanc
1196 Gland, Switzerland

Dear Bob:

I hope that you recelved my letter of October 16th (copy attached) that
probably arrived in Switzerland while you were in New Zealand. A pummary
of my thoughts on this matter are ac follows.

It would be exceedingly valuable if 35C routinely:
1. ‘provided timely notification to proposal reviewers stating if
a project has been funded or not funded (if funded, the amount
sawarded should be listed);
2. provided reviewers with a copy of & project's final report if a
request s being made for mere funding (ie project renewal or
extention); and

3. provided the Turtle Croup Chairman with a quarterly list showlng
all turtle-related projects that are currently being funded or
have been approved for funding. I am assuming that the Group

—Chairman {at least) is now receiving for review all turtle-related
-'nrajectu that are being evaluated for funding.

I think that the blue "Evalugtion" form that you sent me is too involved
and liable to make things more confusing. OFf course, I could be wronmg, but
that is my honest wview.

Ageigtant Marine Biolozist

EC
Archie Carr

Wayne King

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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Qetobar 16, 1981

Dr. Robhert ¥. Scott
Exscutive Officer

Spacies Survival Commisaion
IUCH; Avenue du Momt-Blanc
1196 Gland, Switzerland

Dear Bob:

I leave for Western Samoa and the Tokelau Islands tomorrow afternoom, so I
want to at least get an interim response to you conserning your letter of
17 Saptembar, I will write again on this subject in a wore detailed manmer
when I raturn to my office om or sbout & November. I hope that Archie Carr
and Wayne King will also be expréssing their views to you, in response to
the cc's that is sent to them,

In providing feedback to the reviewers of proposals submitted to IDCH, I
don't think you need to implement = system that necessitates lots of paper-
work and compowmnding of the bureaucracy. For instance, when the various
reviews have been complled, and a final decision made by TIDCN, esach re-
viewer could be sent something as simple as an air mail post card indi-
cating "not funded," or "fumded" with the funding level listed. If and
vhen an IUCN funded project requeasts a renewal, the reviewers should
sutomatically be sent a copy of the final report covering the portion
of the project completed. My third and last suggestion is that the
Group Chairman should be sent a list, perhaps guarterly, showing all of
the projects that are curremtly funded by IUCHN invelving the specles
covered by the Group. The list should alsc be made available to anyone
else who requests it, but Group Chairman would mormally keep their owm
manbers informed about these developments.

It wae never my aim to see more log jams of paperwork, but rather give
some concise and simple feedback in the review process. I'm sure that
by all of us working together om the problem, some positive improvements
can be made.

Best regards.
Sincarely,
H. Balazs
Assistant Marine Biologist
mk
ec: A, CerT



April 14, 1982

Mr. Harry Sperling, Jr.

Fegional Fisheries Coordinator
United Wations Development Prograsma
Frivate Mail Dag

Suva, Fiji

Dear Mr. Sperling:

Many thanks indeed for your helpful, candid and interesting letter
of 31 March. T greatly appreciated your suggestiona, along with tha
nice comments you made about my report. Under separate cover, I
sent you the extra copy you requested, A third copy is being
encloged with this latter. Just yesterday I received a latter

from Dr. Birkland at the Guam Marine Lab indicsting that he would
like me to modify the report slightly so it can be formally con-
sidered for the journal, Micronesica., He felt that the contents
wera worthy of publication. Apparently the journal also covers
reglons outside of Micronasia.

It was good to sea the pages from your report that express many of

my own feelings on the conservation of sea turtles (and other small-
island resources). It is a shame that SPC has hesen wnable to develop
an effective project for turtles exactly alomg the lines you suggested.

You will be hearing from me again within the next few months.

Best regards,

George H. Balazs
Asalstant Warine Biologist

Enelosure
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April 14, 1982

Felicidad 3. Matillano
Coral Reef Remearch Project
Fisherias Regearch Division
1184 Ban-Lor Bldg

(uezom Avenue, (uezon City
Fhilippines

Dear Falicidad:

Thank you very much for your letter of Febroary 9 requesting informa-
tion on the artificial rearing of turtles in management programs, L
ragret my delay in responding to you, but my research activities here
in Hawali have kept me very busy over the past few momths.

The enclosad "fact sheet” by Dr. Ehrenfeld way give you some guidelines
and ideas for your project, Within the next few monchs, the Proceedings
will be available of the November 1979 World Conference on Ses Turtla
Consarvation. This compilation should be of great halp to you, and I
urge you to order a copy from the Smitheonian Prese in Washingten, D. C.
Tou may also want to contact Dr. Gomes or Mrs. DeCelis of wour country,
both of which actended the Conference.

It was good to hear from you, and I wish you well in your conservation
and research activities with sea turtlas.

Bincarely,

Ceorge H, Balaze
Asgiatant Marine Riologist



April 19, 1982

Mr, Bemu Vilg

Mr. John Larkindals

OFfice far Tokelau Affaira
P, O, Bax B&S

Apila, Western Samoa

Dear Semu and John:

There is a good possibility that T will be able to have my Tokelan
o8 turtle report published in the near future in a scientifie
jonrnal. T am therefore in the process of soliciting comments,
corrections and other advice from interested parties. Obviously,
the Office for Tokelaun Affairs is very high on my list. If you
have had the time te read through the report, I would cerctainly
appreciate hearing from you. It would also be to my advantaga to
roceive comments from Aosea, Kalelo, and other members of your
gtaff., I will welcome all suggestions,

A vou will read in the attached correspondence, I have already
vritten to Judith Huntsman with s similar request. I would
gdpacially appreciate your commentas on the comments she has offered
with respect to "tuahivivalu" (p. 12, par. 2), "kea" (P, 12, par. 3),
and "Vavau" (p. 19, par. 1l).

Under separate cover, I will bhe sending you (and each atoll) a

racently published wall-size poater 1lluatrating the various sea
turtla apacies.

Rest regards to all. I look forward to hearing from you at your
earliest convenianca.

Sincerely,

GEORGE H. BALAZ3

Assistant Marine Biologisat
and Deputy Chairman

IUCH/SSC Marine Turtle Group

CHR:en

Enelosure



April 6, 1982

Dr. Archia Carr

Chairman, IUCH Marine Turtle Group
Department of Zoology

2213 Bartram Hall

University of Florida

Gainesville, FL 32611

Dear Archie:

I was happy to receive your lettar of March 17th which seeks to poll
all Turtle Group members about the possibilities and problems of holding
a Group meeting. Tt is good that you have dome this, and I am saxious to
learn what sort of responses will be given. The early one from Dr. Hirth
that you sent me certainly was thoughtful. The "half-finding by IUCH"
ides seems worthy of pursuit.

A few days after I received your latter, Wayne also wrote to me and
mentioned the regional meeting of the Turtle Group tentatively scheduled
for Bali in October of this year. This "regional” meeting concept comes
new to me, but it sounds like = great strategy, assuming major decisions
aren't made on controversial issues thereby opening the door for com—
plaints by non-regional Group members who don't attend. As the situstion
stends right now, I think it highly unlikely that T would want to or be
able to, attend. I need to save my potential funding sources (and bank
account) for the full Group meeting which is now destined to oceur within
12 months, or so I prediect. If %ou plan your trip with a one-day stopover
in Hawaii on the way out, that would give us a nice opportunity to meet
and exchange views. Presumably this would make up in part for my absence

at the meeting. I hope that your travel schedule will sllow this to be
posaibla.

Andsspeaking along those lines, I still cast my vote for Australis,
in collaboration with Limpus' offer, as the location for a full Group
meeting. If Limpus' offer for some ressom can't he fulfilled, then my
second choice would be Sarawak and/or Trengganu. Hawving sessions held ac
two locations might have merit and shouldn't be all that difficult to
arrange. At least it's an idea to consider,

Don't be too surprised if you radded some eye brows by saying in your

letter that "our last two sessions have been on this continent" (N, Amarica).
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Or. Archie Carx
April 6, 1982
Page 2

Both the ad hoc gathering in Miami, and the Toronto group, were "limited-
entry"” sorts of things. I know thet some Group members contend that a
full meeting hasn't been held for over a decade. Depending bow it's
viewed, this may be true, but it fails to take into consideration the many
good things that have been accomplished in the Group's name over these
years.

I really enjoyed reading that nice piece in Hatiomal Audubon. You
should be very proud of the article.

Bept personal regards.

Sincerely,

George H. Palazs
Assistant Marine Biologist

GHB :md



April 6, 1982
[ ]

Mr. Bud Doty
Pahala, Hawaii 96777

Dear Bud:

A few weaks ago I heard an interesting story that I thought I would
pass on to you. On August lst of last year a Hawal{ Army National Guard
helicopter was flyiny along the Kau Coast at low altitude when they
spotted a large turtle lying on ite back close to the water. They landed,
tumed the turtle over, and watched it crawl safely into the sea. They
saw a jeep trall leading into the area, but could find no evidence of
anyone around that could have been responsible for catehing the turtle.
The episode remained a mystery, so they left to continue on their flight.

Unfortunately, by the time this story was related to me the men could
not identify the exact site. They are all frem Oahu and apparently not
that familiar with the Big Island. Although I can't be certain, it is
probable that they were in the area of Kamehame. Do you recall hearing
any reports of a helicopter landing durdng the first part of August? If
it was at Kamehame, then perhaps the turtle had crawled up to nest and
somehow fell off a low cliff onto its back. I can't imagine that someone
would tum a large turtle over gqnd then just leave it there. Any informa—
tion that you can give me on this matter would certainly be appreciated.

Bast regards to you and your family.

Sincerely,

Ceorge H. Balazs
Assistant Marine Biologist

GHE tmd



April 6, 1982

Dr. Cecil H. Brown
Department of Anthropology
Northern Illinois University
DeEalb, Tllinois 60115

Dear Dr. Brown:

I would greatly appreciate receiving & copy of your article entitled
"Growth and Development of the Folk Zoological Life-Forms in Polynesian
Lanpuagen”.

Thank you for your assistanca.

Sinceraly,

George H. Balazs
Assiatant Marine Biologist

GHBE tmd



April 7, 1882

Mr. Robert Truland
Director

Chelonia Institute

P. 0. Box BlT4

Arlington, Virginias 22209

Dear Hob:

I hope that you safely received the post cards that I
sent to you by insured surface mall last December 14.

I haven't heard from you since that time, but assume
that I would have if the cartons had not arrived. 1In
looking over my records, I see that I still owe you
about 400 cerds that weren't sent with the original
shipment due to space limits in cartoms, I will there-
fore be mailing these remaining numbers to you in the
next day or two., I hope that you will eccept some of

my Chelonis and Erahmug§¥lzg cards as partial replace-
ments, eince the lew leatherback and depressas carde I
kept are now nearly exhausted. All of my correspondents
over the pest few months have been sent samples of the
cards for use in thelr programs. I am sure they were put
to good use.

The next issue of the Marine Turtle Newsletter will carry
& short ad offering my two carde for sale. I have them
listed at USE10 per B0, but almost half of that price will
be needed for foreign overseas rir mail postage. The post
office advised me not to send them by boat because transit
time from Hawail can take several months. I don't really
expect to get a large response from my ad, but thought it
might be fun to try.



Mr. Robart Truland
Page Two
April 7, 1082

My supply of turtle buttons is now nearly out and I hope
that you can send me a couple hundred more. I found the
buttoua te be a very popular item during my study vieit
to the Tokelau Islands last Octobar, Pin on a button and
watch & amile light up! It nearly always works, with
adults as well as children. I have enclosed a copy of my
report that resulted from this trip. Also a photo taken
during a turtle distribution ceremony that shows workers
wearing the buttons., I realize that this scrt of thing
seams far removed from our traditional concepts of conser-
vation. . However, for their own reasons and needs, the
people ol Tokelau are just as fond of turtles as we are,
and certainly want them to be around in the future,

1 haven't come across any additional photos for making our
other post cards. Perhaps you have come across something
that is to your liking.

EBest regards,

George H, Ealazs
Assistant Marine Bilologist

Enclogsure
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November 2, 1981
F.0. Box 1346
Eaneche, Hawall 96744

Mr. Robert W. Truland, Director
Chelenia Institute

P.0. Box 9174

Arlington, Virginia 22209

Dear Rob:

The post cards have just arrived from Australia and I took delivery on them

thig afternoon. I hope that you are as delighted with them as I am. [Due to the
full “non-profit" cooperation of Hawnifan Service Inc., the cost turned out

+o be lower than we ever imagined- 2.97 cents per card!l

I paid for and receéived 6,350 leatherback and 6,350 flatback cards. I plan to
keep, at my own expense, 500 of each card for use in my regearch and conservation
projects. I ther:lo. e nced to be reimbursed for the following charges:

Leatherback C-52% 6,350 cards unit cost 2.97¢ §188.60
Flatback C=-630 65,350 carda unit cost Z.97% 128 .60
llawafl State wholesale tax 0.5% 1.89

subtotal - 3379.09

There are two options for shipping the cards te you in Pﬁxlﬁiv\;ﬂkt using
the US mail.

Priority {air mail) ineluding Insurance $116.00
gurface mall (5-6weeks transit) including insurance 39.00
You should therefore forward me a check for $495.09 {4379.09+ 116.00) for

air mall shipping, or 5418.09 (5379.09+39.00) for surface shipping, depending
on which form of delivery you perfer.

You should have no trouble in selling these carcs in 500-1000 unit lote to

other conservation organizations, even at twlce the cost, Hormally such cards

gell for 15-20¢ each retail.

I promised the photographers, Col Limpus and Peter Pritchard, that I would send
them some cards at no cost as a token of apprecintion for allowing use of their
glidas, I will therefore wend 50 cards to sach of them within the next day or two.

27
I am very pleased to see this first segment of the project come to completion.
B :E!;hgarda-& ¥
et ™
George Hy Bataze
ya

copy of original imvolce encleeed for your records
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University of Hawaii at Manoa

Hawail Institute of Marine Biology
P.0.Box 1346 « Coconut Tsland = Kaneche, Hawail 96744
Cable Address: UNIHAW

Mr. Rob Truland

Director

Chelonia Institute

F.0. Box 9174

Arlington, Virginia 22209

Dear Rob:

I am pleased to report that the leatherback and flatback turtle photos (by

F. Pritchard & C. Limpus) that you kindly consented to fund are now cn thelr
way to being printed Inte celor postcards. Decause of a lower cost and higher
quality product, I am having this carried out by a Honolulu-baged publishing
company that has their postcacds done by Colorscan in Australis, Tou will
recall that I sent you one of the posteards printed by this company to show
you the quality of their work., I am convinced that we could not do better,
The cost will be less than 5¢ per card for the 6500 minimm order per photo.
The other company's price (that I described earlier) was Te¢ per card, so this
will represent a good savingo. The reason I am getting such a low price i=s
bacause my Honolulu contact is handling the transacticn without taking any
profit for himself. He was recently awarded distribution rights for the Hawaii
Audubon Society's color booklet entitled "Hawaii's Birds". I am the current
President of the Hawall Audubon Society, and he is handling the posteard
project as a helpful favor to ma.

Payment for the cards will not have to be made until the latter portion of the
production process- perhaps in about 7-8 weeks. The total amount will not
exceed 3650 (5¢ x 6500 x Z2cards). This includes prepald shipping from Australia
to Honolulu. From here, I will make the necessary arrangemnts to have them
shipped to you in Washi:gton for further distributlion,

I was o lmpraoeeéd with the bargain price and quality product that I =m having
two of my own photos of a nesting green and a nesting hawlsbill made into
post carda at my own peraonal expense.

I will/:oritact you again when I h:ve an invoice showing the exact .mount due
for the Aleatherback and flatback post eards.

P53 The name Chelonia Institute and your mailling address will appear on the
posteards in small print, Captions describing the turtles were written
by Peter Pritchard (in English & Spanish, at my request) and Colin Limpus.
My name will also appear on the cards in zmall print, as a eo-publicher.

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



November 30, 1981

Fr. George H. Balazs
University of Hawaii at Manoa
P.0. Box 1346

Coconut Island

Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744

Dear Mr. Balazs:

Since Robert Truland is away on his honeymoon, I thought I should

respond to your note of November 27th in regard to the postcards which
you sent to us.

We did indeed receive the cards a couple of weeks ago but, unfortunately,
Rob had been extremely busy with the combination of work pressure and

the preparation of his wedding. Please accept our apology for not replying
to you sconer but I am sure you can readily understand now, knowing the
circumstances. It has all been very exciting but normalcy once again reigns.

Upon Rob's return the end of this week, your letter will be brought to
his attention and reimbursement made to you.

Much success to you in the continuation of your research and conservation
projects.

Sincerely yours,

ETeanor M. Harrison
Assistant to the Director

PO, Box 9174 Arlington, Virginia 22208 154, {703} 524-4900



Chelonia Institute

December 2, 1981

Mr. Geprge H. Balazs
Assistant Marine Biologist
University of Hawaii at Manoa
PO. Box 1346

Coconut Island

Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744

Dear George:

The leatherback and flatback postcards were safely received and I am at
least as pleased as you are. The quality of the printing is superb and
I imagine that these will have more than scientific interest. It makes
one anxious to see the project continue along. 1 have gathered a few
more slides which I will have duplicated and sent to you. If none of
these are suitable, we may wish to go ahead and publish the next several
from your archives. I rather think that the cards will have more appeal
to organizations if part of a series.

I will contact the Sea Turtle Rescue Fund (CEE) to see if there is any
interest. In the meantime, why not go ahead and ship the balance via
surface mail.

Enclosed is our check in the amount of $418.09 to cover costs.

The photocopy of a postcard from Mauritius which you sent in September is
much apprecifated. I trust that all goes well.

Sincere regards,

=3

Robert W. Truland
Oirector

RWT femh
Enclosure ($418.09 check)

Thae Ciesaae | & JaosienD SPeloc e | | Becmmer v Piovi. ™ el
Bl MNou, 22% it maleT TS ce e e P MY Sec.ettRiey

P.CY. Box 9174 Arlington, Virginia 22200 [1.5.4, {703} 524-4900



HAWAIIAN SERVICE, INC.

) L
Wholesalers of Posteards, Books & Sourvenirs L;f_/ ey,
PO, BOX 2835 z

HONOLULU, HAWAIl 96803 = .
PHONE: (808) 841-0134
Seen GCeorpe Balazs
10 992 A Awaawaanoa Place
Honolulu, Hawaii 96825
= Al
SHIP DATE INE&E‘!EE
™ w1 cann
11.02.81 650G
¥OUR DADERA NO, BUYER TERAMSE BALESMAN SHIFPED ViA PP coLL
George Balazs C.0.D. 12 | BH Will Call
CODE RETAIL BESCRIPTION QLANTITY PRICE AMOUNT
1 | HE 6,850 20,704 203.45
FPaid Ian Full i!ith Check # 455 11.02.81
§408.94 Lcpicy
i
SUB-TOTAL STATE TAX MISC. DESSRIPTION MISE, AMOUNT TOTAL
406,90 2,04 SR L il J1> 408,94

TERME: MET 30 DAYS, E.O.M. A, The srchandis Recelved In Go mdit]
SERVICE CHMARGE OF 1W4% PER PRI, ,

MONTH (V0% PER S MNLUM) WiLL CRIGIMAL

AE CHARGED OMN ALL OVERDLIE f

BALANCES,
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Chelonia Institute

May 22, 1981

Mr. George H, Balazs

Assistant Marine Biologist
University of Hawaii at Manoa
tHawaii Institute of Marine Biology
P. 0. Box 1346

Coconut Island

Kaneohe, Hawaii 096744

Dear George:

Sorry not to have replied before now but I really have been hopeful
that I would have some additional slides in hand to send to you by
this time. A11 that I do have are some promises by some good people
but those are, of course, a Tittle difficult to publish.

We would be pleased to provide the funding for: CoTin Limpus' flatback
and Peter Pritchard's leatherback. Is the publisher willing to under-
take the project piecemeal for the same price? It occurs to us that
there is in fact no reason why we could not continue this project over
an unspecified period, adding on additional shots of each species

as good ones became available,

Thanks for the handsome chelonia mydas post card which you knew I
would 1ike. I hope that it will not be that much longer before we
are sending those of our own doing.

Sincere regards,

Fe

Robert W. Truland
Director

RWT:kk

P.0. Box 9174 Arlington, Virginda 22200 1154, {703) 524-4900
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Aprdl 12, 1282

Mra, Malsies Fitter

Fauna Presarvation Soclety

efo Zoolegleal Society of London
Ragents Fark

London NW1 4RY

United Kingdom

Dear Maisie:

1 am writing to request information on how one goes about applying for
a small grant under the "Oryx 1001 Fumd." Tf there are application forms
and printed guidelines available, I would appreciste receiving them when
your time parmits.

I thought that you would 1ike to have a copy of the report 1 recently
submitted to WWF-U.5. covering my sea turtle study visit to the Tokelau
Islands.

1 am looking forward to seeing my "leatherbacke in driftnets"” article
in the next issue of Orya. I returned the edited version to Dr. Morris,
just as quickly as I could, a few weska ago.

Sincerely,

George H. Ealazs
Assistant Marine Bieologist

GHE smd

Encloaure
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February 13, 1982

Ir. Briasn Groombridges

IUCN Species Conservatiom Momitoring Unmit
219 (c) Puntingdon Foad

Cambridge CB3 ODL

United Kingdom

Daar Brian:

I hope that you received the short manuscript I sent you a few weeks
ago concerning entanglement of leacherbacks in aquid drift netse. I wmnder-
stand that it will likely appear in the June issue of Oryx, so Lif it's
not too late, you may wvant to make brief mention of it in your RDE sheat,
The sconer we can focus worldwide attention om such new impacts, the more
11kaly we are of getting the problema resolvad. RDE can be a big help in
this respect.

I have seen the mpanuscript review comments that Anne Meylan sent you,
and I feel sha superbly covared many critical points. You have most
certainly doar an excellent job, but Anne's coantributions will make it
even better. Undar "Conservation Measures Proposed,” I especially agres
with her quastioning of the 151 figure. 1 fesl you will be on much firmer
ground by referring to Action Projact No. 57 of the World Confarence on
Sea Turtle Consarvation. This "Strategy" document doesn't seem to appear
in your "References” section. In my opinion it should be cited in esach
one of tha RDE sheets. It is the most important plece of paper for sea
turtles te be forped out in a long time. It shouldn't be forgotten.

One othar comment I have of & far less important nature relates to
your mention undexr "Habitat and Ecology” of "...Tunicates such as Pyrosoma
(Thaliacean)? being among the main diet iteme of leatherbacks. In looking
through the literatura, I have oaly besn able to find one record of
Pyrosoma being found in & leatherback (Capra 194%, gquoted by Leo Brongersma
1969). 1In contrast, Salpa (also a Thaliaceae) have besn recorded on several
oecasiona, as well as ascidisns (also pelagic Tunicates, class Ascidiaceae).
Maybe you should mention all of thesa instead of just Fyrcaoma.

In closing, I would like to find out what system is uwsed to arrive at
an RDE designation. It was my wnderstanding that the leatherback is in
the Endangeéred category. How and when did it get moved to Vuloerable?! As
the Daputy Chairman of the 85C Mafine Turtle Croup, I'm surprisad that I
misged hearing about this somewhere along the line. I would have voted
firmly against it.



Tr. Brian Groonhridge
Tehruary 23, 1982
FPapa £

Beat regards.

sinceraly,

Georga H. Balazs
Assistant Marina Biologist



University of Hawaii at Manoa

‘Hawaii Institule of Marine Biology
P.0.Box 134968 = Coconut [sfand « Kaneohe, Hawali 06744
Cable Address: UNIHAW

Hovember 12, 1931

The Council

Fakaofo Atoll

Tokelsau Islands

¢fo Office for Tokelau Affairs
Box 863, Apia

Hastern Szmoa

Dear Faipule, Pulenuku, The Council, and people of Fakaofo Atoll:

I want to take this opportunlty to sincerely thank you for vour fine hog=
pitality during my recent visit to Tokelau to study sea turtles. T greatly
appreciated the generous assistance and cooperatlion that was provided.

During tha short time available, I was able to collect an impressive zmount
of biological and cultural information on sea turtles of Fakaofo Atoll. When
my final research report is completed, I will be sure to send you a copy.

Az in other areas of the Pacific, there iz clear evidence that the numberg

sea turtles in Tokelau have declined considerably over the past 50 years.

These turtles, which are born in Tokelau, and eventunally returm te Tokelan
when they are old enough to breed, are a valuable part of your heritags and
igland way of 1life. ©Some actions need to bea taken to halp conserve thase
turtles so that they will continue to occur in Tokelau and benefit your people.
It would indeed be unfortunate iIf the next generation of people in Tokelau did
not have turtles to catch and eat. As a researcher of sea turtles, I would be
pleasad to help you in whatever way that is deemed appropriate.

I send you my beat personal regards.

Sincerely,

GEORGE M. BALAZS
Deputy Chairman
IUCKH/S5C Marine Turtle Specialist G‘rﬂup

CHE i ae

AN EQUAL OFPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



University of Hawaii at Manoa

Hawall Instltute of Marine Biology
P.0O.Box 1346 « Coconut Island » Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744
Cable Address: TMIHAW

March 17, 1982

The Council
Nukunonu Atoll
Tokelan

efo Box B65, Apia
Western Samoa

Dear Failpule, Pulenuku, and The Council:

As promised, I am sending you a copy of the report that resulted
from my visit to Tokelau to study sea turtles.

Once again, I want to thank you for yo
Pleage contact me 1f I can be of any futor

Sincerely,
/ Geofge H. Bal

nasistance and hospitality.
help.

AZS
Agsigtant Marine Bilologist
and Duputy Cheirman

GHB:md IUCN/SSC Marine Turtle Specialist Group

Enclosure

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



March 30, 1982

Mr. Koichi Masaki
P. 0. Box 286
Waimea, Kauai 96796

Dear Mr. Masaki:

I am trying to gather information on the past and prasent abwndance
of mes turtles on Kausi, snd T have been told that ¥ou Are an excellent
source of knowledge. Can you tell me about coastal areas where turtles
were abundant in past years? Do they still occur st these sitss? Do
you know if any of the beaches on the Na Pali Coast, or maywhare else on
Fauval, wers used by turtles to lay egps? Have vou ever heard of turtles
crawling akhore to sleep or bask during the davtime?

Any help that you can give to this request will be greatly appreciated,

Sincarely,

George H. Balazs
Assistant Marine Biologist

GHB :md

Enclosures



March 30, 1982

Sir Henry Wiglay

Chairman

World Wildlife Fufd - New Zealand
Pi ﬂ.. Hﬁl u-lm

Wellington Morth

Kew Zaaland

Dear 5ir Hemry:

The enclosed report dealing with the conservation of sea turtles in
Tokelau is the result of a small grant I receivad last year from the
World Wildlife Fund - U.5. I thought that you would ba interested in the
information I was able to gather during my short visit.

1 would greatly appreciate receiving information on any other environ-
mental conservation efforts in Tokelau that may have come to your attention.

Sincaraly,

George H. Balazs

Asaiscant Harine Biologist

Deputy Chdirman

IUCH/SSC Marinae Turtle Specialist
Group

CHB :md

Enclosure



Yarch 30, 1982

Mr. Busuma H

Betired Research Entomologist
U. 8. Dapartment of Agriculture
75 Aupuni

Hilo, Hewafi 96720

Dear Mr. Nekagawa:

I racently had the opportunity to read the excellant article about
your Keaukaha fish pond that was published in the Hawaii Tribune Herald.
Because of the long experience of you snd your family working in this
aguaculture environment, I would like to ask you some guestions that
relate to my own research of Hawsiian sea turtles. Are sea turtles ever
kept in Hawalian #ish ponds for the purpose of controlling limu, or for
aiding in the culture of mullet and other fish? Someons has told me
that the Hawaiisns used to do this, but thus far I have not bean ghle to
have this confirmed. A friend of mine on Molokai spoke with pond
operators and was also unable to substanciate this point. In fact, he
was told that sea turtles might be harmful to the fish because thay
would try to bite them, What is the spproximate temperature and salinicy
of the wvater in your pond? Perhaps the enviroonmental conditioms in many
Hawaiian fish ponds would not even be suitable for sea turtles.

Any information that you can give me on these subjects will certainly
be appreciated. T have enclosed some literature on turtles that I thought
you would find interesting.

Best regards. I look forward to hearing from you at your eanvenlence.

Elnceraly,

George H. Balazs
Assistant Marine Biologist



March 30, 1982

Dr. Judith Humtsman
Department of Anthropology
The University of Acckland
Private Bag

Auckland, New Zealand

Daar Judith:

As promised, I am sending you a copy of my report desling wich the
gsea turtles of Tokalau. My study visit was wdry short, but I did wmy
best to record as such information as possible. Meadless to say, 1 hawe
no formal training in ethnology. In writing the report, I felt it was
necessary to provide some detailed background information. Most of the
people (sea turtla Wiologists) who will be reading it will only have a
general idea of where the islands are located, who lives there, and the
styla of life that is followad.

Any corrections, additions or commants that you may want to offer
on this work will be accepted with appreciation. In particular, I would
i1ike to know gour thoughts on the location of the "Vawau" mentioned in
the Hina tala.

Bast regards and Aloha.

Eincarely,

George H. Balazs
Assistant Marine Biologist

GHE 1md

Enclosure



March 9, 1982

Monesieur J. Maigret

Centre Hational de Recherches
Oceanographiques et des Peches
B.P, 22

Rapublic of Mauritania

Dear Monsieur Maiqret:

It was with great pleasure that I recéived tha neww from
George Balazs that Mauritania is issuing a series of stamps
signalizing the appeal and predicament of marine turtles. As
well as embellishing the philatelic quality of your country's
postage stamp series, the turtle stamps will undoubtedly be an
important contribution to conservation awareness and protection
of the threatened species involved. We in turtle conservation
ara all most grateful for your efforts in this undertaking.

Sinceraly yours,

Archie Carr
Chairman, IUCH Marine Turtle
Spacialist CGroup
AC: 1w

co: George Balazs




March 17, 1982

Or. C. E. Birkeland
General Editor, Micronesica
.The Marine Laboratory
Univarsity of Guam

U0G Statiom

Mangilan, Guam 956913

Daar Dr. Birkelend:

1 am sending you the enclosed report in order to obtain a preliminary
appraisal on its suitability in subject matter and scope for possible
puhlil:ltim in Micronesica., I realize there are a number of sections that
would have to be modified to make the transition from a "report” to a
"menusecript auithble for publication.” 1 also suspect that it can be
shortened by about 20¥ without loosing content. However, bafora onder-
taking a rewrite, I though it would ba appropriata to ask for vour advice.

I appreciate any assistance that youn can offer,

Sincerely,

George H. Balaes
Assistant Marine Biologist

GHE :md
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Mareh 17, 1232

The Council
Fakaofo Atoll
Tokelan

c/o Box 865, Apla
Western Ssmca

Dear Faipula, Pulenuku, and The Council:

As promised, I am sending you & copy of the report that resulted
from my vielt to Tokelau to study sea turtles.

Once again, I went to thank you for your assistance and hoapitalicty.
Please contaat ma If I can be of any future help.

Sincerely,

Gaorge H. Balazs
Assistant Marine Biologist

CHE {md

Enelosure



March 17, 1982

The Council
Rukunenu Atell
Tokelau

e/o Box 865, Apia
Western Samoa

Dear Faipule, Pulemuku, and Ehe Cowncil:

As promised, T am sending you a copy of the report that resulted
from my visit to Tokelaw to study sea turtles.

Once again, I want to thank you for your assistance and hospitality.
Rlease contact me 1f T can be of sny futura help.

Sincerely,

George H. Balaza
Asgistant Marine Biocloglst

GHE :md

Enelosure
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March 17, 1982

The Council
Atafu Atoll
Tokelan

efe Box BG5S, Apia
Western Samoas

Daar Faipule, Pulenuku, snd The Comeil:

Ag promised, I am sanding you s copy of the repett that resulted
from my vieit to Tokelau to study sea turtles.

Onece again, I want to themk you for your assistance and hespitality.
Please contact me 1f I can be of any future help.

Sincerely,

Beorge H. Balazs
Asgistant Marine Bilologist

CHE :md

Enclosure
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March 17, 1382

The Council
Fakaofo Atoll
Tokalau

efo Box 865, Apia
Westerm Samon

Dear Faipule, Pulsnuku, and The Council:

As promisad, I am sending you a copy of the report that resulted
from my visit to Tokelau to study sea turtlaes.

Once again, I want to thank you for your assistance and hospitality.
Please contanat me 1f I can be of any future help.

Ednceraly,

George H. Balazs
Asgistant Marine Biologiat

CHE :md
Enelosure

i



March 17, 1982

Mr. David Evans
Senior Fisharias Officer
Figeries Divieaion

try of Natural Resources
Honlara, Solomon Islands

Tear David:

This short letter is lomg overdue, but I still want to write and cell
you vhat a fine report Pater Vaughan prepared on the Solemon Islands'
turtle project. Tt really is well written, and just full of interesting
and important information. I wrote to Peter at his mainland V.5.A. addresa
a few momthe ago and expressad these same views. I regret that he didn't
stay on with you. Has the project continued under tha guidance of othar

workers? Did the World Wildlife Fund come theough with additional funds?
I certainly hope so.

Feel free to contact me 1f there is anything I can do for you pp here
in Hawaii.

Sincerely,

George H. Balazs
Asgistant Marina Biologisat

GHE :md



Harch 19, 1982

Mr. Jack Woody
Fish and Wildlife Sarvice
P. 0. Box 1306
Albuquerque, W. M. 87103

Dear Jack:

I may have mentioned this to vou bafora, but if wou ever want to use a
couple hundred of ay size 681 Inconel tags on the Kemp's ridleya down at
Rancho Nuevo you would certainly bs welcome to do so., They carry a
"University of Hawaii"” return address with no reward, however depending on
how it's viewed, this could ba an advantage. FPlesse understand that I'm
not pushing for their use, but rathar simply want vou to know that I am
happy to make a limited quantity available for special projacts like this.

Eoclosed is a copy of my report to WWF coveriong a small project thev
funded for me last October. Thought vou would be interestced.

Hope that all is going wall. Bast regards.

Singerely,

George H. Balaza
Asgigtant Marina Elologlat

GHE $md

Enclosure



October 29, 1979

Mr, Stuart Inder, Editor

Pacific Islands Year Book

Pacific Publications (Aust.) Pry. Ltd.
76 Clarence Strest

Sydney, NSW 2000

Australia

Dear Mr, Indar:

I want to take this opportunity to offer three constructive comments on your
generally excallent Pacific Islands Year Book (13th ed.) which I recently used
48 a reference sourca,

First, I think it would be valuable for you to include Marcus Island (24°18'N,
153°58'E) in your next edition. Marcus is noticably absent from your 1978
volume, and certainly well within your area of interast and coverage. Secondly,
I believe that you should discuss, or as a minimum at least list, the North-
wastern Hawaiian Islanda. For more details on this, please see my enclosead
publication entitled "Hawaii's Seabirds, Turtles and Seals." My last comment
is more of a correction, in that under Midway Island (actually Midway Islands)
you state that "The islands are also classified as a National Wildlife Reserve,,.”
and that "This facet of the islands falls under federal statutes ss set forth

by the U. S. Department of Interior." Actually, as detalled in my short booklet,
all of the Nortbwestern Hawaiian Islands, except Midway and Kure, are part of
the Hawaiian Islands National Wildlife EBefuge administered by the Fish and
Wildlife Service of the U. 5. Department of the Interior. Midway is a U. 8.
Tarritory completely under the control of the U, S, Navy. The Navy also
clasaifies the area as a Wildlife Reserve, but actually this is a very loose
designation that could be changed at any time should military needs make it
necessary. The sesbirds themsalves are protected separately under the U. §.
Migratory Bird Treaty.

Hopefully these comments will be of use for your future editions.

Sincaraly,

GEORGE H. BALAZS
Assistant Marine Biologist
GHIE : e



March 12, 1982

Hancy E. Hammond

Program Administrater

World Wildlife Fund-U.S.

1601 Comnecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20009

Dear Hancy:

Enclosed is my final report to the World Wildlife Fund covering the
work with sea turtles in Tokelau which you kindly funded. I hope that
the expanded scope and detall that I have incorporated in this document
will make up for the few weeks it is late being sent to you.

I am simultaneously sending a copy of the report to the 0ffice for
Tokalsu Affairs, in recognitionm of the fact that this study is a
cooperative and continuing venture. You may recall that the Tokelau
administration previded my vessel transportation, and food and lodging
while I was in Tokelau. The Council of Elders on each atoll will also
be sent a copy, since they are directly in charge of sea turtles and
have the power to implement suggestions for conservation.

With some slight modification, I intend to send this manuseript to
Micronesica for possible publicatiom.

Eest regards, and thank you again for all of your help.
Sinceraly,

GEORGE H. BALAZS
Assistant Marine Biologist

GCHB:ee

Enclosure



February 26, 1982

Mr. Larry B. LeSage, Curator
Etanley Park Zoo

2099 Baach Ava.

Vancouver, British Columbia
Canada V&G 1Z4

Dear Mr. LaSage:

I am writing to uhu;rnumm-ma:uﬂthmrin!nmum
on the three green sea turtles that were sent from Hawaii to the
Vancouver Zoo in 1956. A copy of a newspaper clipping referring to
this event has baen enclosed. Do you have any records for these
turtles that tell of their growth rates, survival, or any other
history? Could any of these turtles still be alive at your facility?
As a researcher of Hawalian sea turtles, I would certalnly appreciata
hearing from you on this interesting subject.

Gincerely,

GEORGE H. BALAZS
Assistant Marine Biologist

Enclosure



February 26, 1982

Dr. Waltar A. Starck
PMB 1, Daintrees
Queansland, Australia

Daar Dr. Starck:

Mr. Mike McCoy of Homiara in the Solomon Islands has given me your name
and address in response to my request for information about tha
raference in his book to a loggerhsad turtle seen feeding at a depth
of 300 meters. Mr. MecCoy indicated that you would probably be able

to offer more details, or at least direct me to the appropriata
individual or literature source.

I would cartainly appreciate any help that you can offer in this
interesting matter. As a vessarcher of sea turtles here in Hawaii,

I am continually trying to expand my koowledge of these amazing
animals.

Sincarely,

GEORGE H. BALAZS
Asaistant Marine Biologist

Enclosure
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February 12, 1982

Lord Howe Island Board
23-33 Bridge Street
Svinay, AUSTRALIA

Dear Sirs:

As a researcher of ses turtles here in Hawail and at other areas of
the Pacific, T would like to obtain information on the present occurrence
of sea turtles at Lord Howe Island. In my historical readings, I noted
with interest that when the vessel Supply visited Lord Howe Island in
1788 turtles were found to abowmd, and 16 were taken for food. This
description appaare in the book, "An Account of the English Colony in New
South Wales" by David Collins. Can ses turtles still be found at Lord
Howe Island? What spacies are present, and do they lay eggs at this site?
Perhaps you would be kind enough to pass this letter on to a resident of
the island who would be interested and kmowlaggesble in such matters.

Thank you for mny assistance that you can provide,

Sinceraly,

George H. Balazs
Agsiatant Marine Biologiat
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Fabruary 12, 1982

Rational Film Library

Tape Duplicating Service
Dapartment of Bducation
Wellington, Wew Zealand

Daay Sira:

I would greatly appreclate recelving a recording of the Tokelau
narrative that is offered in your publicatiom, "Atoll" by G. Keen (1976).
1 wish to use this for research and education purpose here at the
University of Hawaii. A 60-minute cassette has been enclosed as
spacified.

Thank you for your kind assistance.

Sincaraly,

George H., Balazs
Assistant Marine Biologlst
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or. ¥leholes Mrosovsky
inlversity ol Toeronte
ear Ficholas:

Tharnk Teu for your letter of December 1ith hdfcuting acceptunce of my
ote on metsl tags. The cHanpes mentioned fn yrur Ps are Pine with me,

3ince veun gent a cc off your letter to Peher, | I'eel a need to give some
"F**iEFJE perspechive on Four copments graaddbng the newsletbter,

[ RS B o v E i . L

1) In reviewlng my correspondence recordu, | fintd no indlestion thet I

nave sent you "a stream of susgestiona®™ nbhout how to "run thlngs".

1 den't urderatend why you held thia Tsprmooslon. I have, however,
regularly sent yeu newvs articles, reprintn amd other Intcrreticonal
muterials on sea turtles to hopetully old you in prepering the
nawsletter. 1 certalnly view thias ss s poasitive mpprosch. My negative
words th you &t the krehington cenference Jdralt with Ehe mailing

1ise apd that cpe cdltorisl which I Pelt wod Yoksprepriste, My
lonpg-ptanding =upreation on photoreduction fo enb conts sand Pt more
woigs per vage is sbeut the only merticen 1've made cn how you sheould
rur. things- 10" 1t eould even be callrd that.

2) Philesophienlly, I consider a publlicstion 1lke MTH to convey herefllts
in rultiple directions. Yes, I am spprecistive thut ¥ou keve published
my articles. Hut st the same tirea, please remember that there
worldn't be (or heve besn) ruch of o newsletter 1 resders cuch ea
mysell didn't contribute.

snyway, encugh said- I hope tils helps to clarify thirgs. Uur views
obvicusly differ, but there asre still meny sreas we can work together
on behall of sea turtle conservatlon mnd Iinaulry.

¥Yes, 1'm the rne that sent you "The rresent 5Status ol Japenese Tortolse
shell rrodvct Industry™, I received & 1'ew coples I'rom Mr. Uchica sbout
feur menths ego. Sorry, but 1 don't know eny more sbout it then whet's
presenrted in the text and on the cover,

Beat reparda for thia New Year,

Sincerely, 3

-
Tk
i

Jeorge balauﬁ

ce Feter Fritohard

—

S e TRt



Huiversity of Eoronto

DEFARTMENT OF ZOGLOGY

FAMSAY WRIGHT POOLOGICAL LABDRATCRIES
6 HARBORD BTREET
roRGHTO MSS 181, ONTARID, CARADSA

December 18, 1981

Mr. George Balazs

RMFS /HOAA

P.0. Box 3830
Honolulu, Hawaii 96812
UsaA

Dear GEOLge,

Thank you for the revised version of your tagging article. This did not
go anywhere near to putting your views across in half the number of words,
but I am accepting 1it, largely to aveid delay and messing everyone around,
I should have been tougher in my previous letter, but instead will say for
the future I may reject your articles if they are so wordy. I think you could
have reduced it considerably without losing important points. I am having
to reject an increasing number of articles. Despite this carping, I think
the tabla and information in your article will be valuable to readers.

At the Washington conference I gave you technical reasons why I have
not opted for photoreduction. It would be more useful if instead of sending
“w~a stream of suggestions about how I should run things, you took a more positive
approach to the MTN. Instead of getting absorbed by these minor details, why
not raise some support from WWF or IUCH for helping us along? You are lucky
to have & newsletter at all. It has published plenty of your articles. But
you were very negative at the '79 Washingtom meetings, and later turned down
an offer to be associated with it. OK, OK, you are entitled to your views,
but please stop dwelling on minutiae.

Youra,

f’fﬁ“ H!,fffﬂ
f) G e fiffki;u!-

Hicholas Mrosovaky

PS: I have removed the word "flipper" from the title, to make sure it
fitas om one line.

For similar reascns, I have removed "for sea turtles" from the table
legend,

If you object strongly, please write express or wire. If I hear nothing,
I'1]1 assume it is OK.

ce: Pritchard

)3 T



February 10, 1932

Dr. Grenvilla Lucas

Chairman, Species Survival Commission
International Unfon for Conservatiom of Bature
Avanue do Mont-Blane

1196 Gland, SWITZERLAND

Dear Dr. Luecas:

Thank you for your recent letter asking if T would be willing and
able to serve for another 3-year term ss Deputy Cheirman of the 1UCN
Marine Turtle Specialist Croup. I accept this invitation with pleasura.
I will continue to work closely with our Group Chairman, Dr. Carr, to
promote a better blological understanding of marine turtles, and at the
same time enhance thelr conservation status.

Sincerely,

Feorge H. Balazs
Asaistant Marine Biologist

GHE ymd

ee: Dr. Carp



February 9, 1982

Joho Tasty Led.
37, Btandard Road
Park Royal

London NW10, U.K.
Dear Sire:

I am writing @o request a copy of vour informative pamphlet
entitled "John Lusty and the Turtle."

Thank you veyy much for your kind assistance.

Binceraly,

George H. Balazs
Assistant Marine Biologist

GHE :md



February 3, 1982

Dr. A. Binion Amerson Jr.
Environmental Congultsnts Ine.
14325 Proton

Dallae, Texas 73240
Dear Dr. Amarson:

You will probably recell that we had the opportunity to talk briafly
about Pacific sea turtles when you visited our laboratory several years
ago. I am writing to you at this time to ask for your assistance.on the
amme subject. In your comprehensiwve 1971 publication, "The Natural History
of French Frigate Shoals," you cited correspondence from a Louls K. Agard
Jr. relating to fimhing operations at Tern Island and green sea turtles.
Coples of the pages where these references appear have been enclosed for
your convenlence, If it wouldn't be too difficult for you to locate in
your files, I would greatly appraciate receiving a copy of Mr. Agard'a
letter. I would lika to have this correspondence as part of my personal
refersnce library on sea turtlas. Hopefully you can accommodate this
request.

I have enclosed saveral items that I thought you might find interestc-
ing.

Sincerely,

Gaorpge H, Balaza
Asgistant Marins Biologist

GHE :md

Enclosures



Tz

From:

Bubject:

February 4, 1982

Dr. Fred Kamemoto
Chairman, Department of Zoology

George Balazs
Assistant Marine Biologist
(Currently under TPA agreement with NMFS)

Application for membership on the Graduste Faculty

Hany months have now passed since T submitted my application and support-
ing documents for membarship on the Graduate Faculty. I am anxious to learn
of the outcome of your Department's evaluation of this Tequest .

Thank you for your assistance in this important matter.

GB :md



University of Hawaii at Manoa

Y  Hawall Institute of Marine Biology
P.0,Box 1346 » Coconut Izland » Kaneche, Hawell 96734
Cable Address: TUNIHAW

January 29, 1982

Mr. Colin J. Limpus

National Parks and Wildlife Bervice
Pallarenda

Tosmevilla 4810 Australis

Dear Col:

Baceantly while looking over existing information on Pacific turtle migratioms,
as they relate to New Caledonia, I noticed that Anne Meylan's Conference paper
lista the Bustard (1974) report of = loggerhead tagged at Mon Repos subse—
quently recovered in New Caledomia. You will recall that in your letter to

me of 10 March 1980 you indicated that Bustard's records were something of a
mass, and that the loggerhead movement ghould not be shown as coming from

Mon Repos. I don't know if you informed Anne of this, but it does present
something of a dilemma for those of us citing papers on Pacific turtle move-
meénts. Do we quote Bustard as writtem for Mon Repos to New Caledonia? Or
should we list s "personal commmication” from you saying Bustard was mistaken?
If we ignore the whole thing, it could be interpreted as doing sloppy literature
rasearch by having missed that particular loggerhead movement. The problem
needs to be corrected in some mamner. Possibly the best avenuve would be for

- you to spacifically make the correction in one of your owm futura publications.
| Please give this suggestion some consideration.

I imagine that you have now seen Mary Mendonca's Journal of Herpetology paper
on growth rates. Owerall, it's certainly a fine and welcome contribution to
the literature. I was, however, surprisad to see that she did mot reference
the early tag and recapture growth work of Schmidt, and alse Carr and Caldwell
1956. These were key studies deserving of recognition, In addition, shortly
after the Washington Conference I sent Lew Ehrhart and Mary a copy of the
growth paper that I presented. Sorry to see it wasn't mentioned, but I guess
that's part of the price one pays when proceedings aren't lssued shortly after
the event.

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



s

Mr. Colin J, Limpus
-~ Page Two
January 29, 1982

1 hopa that you are having a good turtle seasom, with lots of tags being
applied. Were your Titanium tags made in time?

Eincerely,

George H, Balazs
Appistant Marine Biologist

ce: Anne Meylan -.,/



University of Hawaii at Manoa

* Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
P.OLBox 1348 & Coconat Island » KEaneche, Hawail 08744
Cable Addrass: UNTHAW

January 28, 1882

Dr. Archie Carr III

Assistant Director

Animal Research and Conservation Center
Bronx Zoo

Bronx, New York 10460

Dear Chueck:

Thanks very much for your letter of January 11, along with the
interesting project proposal by Jonathan Reed. 1 took the
liberty of contacting Dr. Rob Shallenberger, Manager of FWS
Refuges throughout Hawaii. BRob is an authority on
Procellariiformes and other seabirds, He is familiar with

the project on Kaual, and indicated the following to me in

4 note:

"I think Reed's study is excellent and has substantial potential
of contributing to the survival of this species. Unlike most
atudies with liated specles, the results are likely to yield
applicable management options (i.e. design of shades/filters,
ugc.ﬁ that can Ea implemented. Together with our fallout re-
trieval project and efforts to control predators in colony
areas, there is good reason to believe we could put this species
back on its feet - unless the mongoose gets firmly established
on Eauai, Jon is a very hard worker and Dr., Hallman, in my

opinion, is a very sharp scientist with much to offer in the
direction of this study. I hope that NYZS can help substantially.”

On your guestion about doubling-up the proposed study with green
turtles (hatchlings and/or nesting adults), yes, if the investi-
gators are indeed interested in the problem I am willing to
"help out" in whatever way poseible. However, at this point, I

AN EQUAL OFPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



Dr. Archie Carr III
Page Two
January 28, 1882

don't feel I have the time (or talent) to be a formal part

of such a study. Keep in mind that almost all of our turtle
nesting occurs at French Frigate Shoals, some 500 miles from
Honolulu. Accese to the facility, on Tern Island is by small
chartered aircraft costing approximately $2,300 a flight., oOf
course, we could get s permit to bring some hatechlings back to
Eauai for experimentation at that site. Anyway, whatever is
decided in the way of interest, time, funds and expertise by
the investigators, you can count on me to be of assistance.

I'm glad you were able to see Colin Limeus in Australia., I

have yet to get there, but Col visited with my project here in
Hawali a few years ago. We are something of friendly competitors
in our studies of green turtle growth rates. He had best wateh
close for sting rays when jumping on those turtles at night in
shallow water. Two years ago my assistant had a sting ray barb
driven into his arm when we were checking a turtle net at 4 a.m.
It took a surgeon over an hour to get it out, Luckily it "omly"
penetrated muscle.

1'1l be eending you some turtle papers under separate cover,
Best regards. Call me if and when you ever get over here,

Sincerely,

George H., Balazs
Assistant Marine Biologist

mk S
ce: W. King
A, Carr



Subject:

February 2, 1982

Dr. Jack Davidson
Director, Sea Grant Program

George HBalaze
Assistant Marine Biologistc
(currently undér IPA contract to NMFS)

Sea Grent Funding for Projects Starting in June 1983

T would appreciate being informed of the various requirements and
deadlines that will be in effect for submitting a project proposal for
possible funding starting in Jume of 1983,

Thank you for vour assistancs.

B :md



UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII AT MANOA
HAWATII INSTITUTE OF MARINE BIOLOGY
P. 0. BOX 1346
- KANEOHE, HAWAII 96744

Pebruarv 2, 1982

¥r. Shou-Haian Mao
Department of Biomorphics
Hational Defense Madical Center

Taipei (107)
Taiwan, Republic of China
Dear Mr. Mao:
I am writing to ask how I may obtain a copy of your
1971 publication entitled "Turtles of Taiwan." I would
like to include this document in my reference library.
Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

Assistant Marine Biologist

GHE :md



February 2, 1982

Mr, Cliff Ratcliffas
Principal Fisheries Officer
Department of Agriculture
P. 0. Box 14, Yuku'slofa
Kingdom of Tonga

Deay ClLLi£f:

Ur. Archie Carr recently memtioned to me that sbout 10 sea turtles
have been captured (and tagged) over the past two years in conjunction
with a "Japanese trap net" set near Nukudtalofa. I am not familiar with
this type of fishing gear and would greatly appreciate receiving a brief
description from you. Are the nats set offshors by Japanese fishing
vessels, or is the "Japanese" designation just the origin of a gear type
that is now baing used by Tongana?

Many thanks in advance for your help in this matter,

Sincerely,

Ceorge H. Halazs
Asgpistant Marine Biologist



February 2, 1982

Alaska Regiom

Mational Marine Fisheries Service
P. 0. Box 1668

Juneau, Alaska 99802

Dear Sirs:

I would greatly appreciate receiving a complete copy of your document
entitled "Preliminary Fishery Management Plan for the Trawl Fisheries and
Herring Gillnet Fishery of the Eastern Bering Sea and the Northeast Pacific.”

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

George H. Lalazs
Assistant Marine Biologist

GHE ymd
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December 8, 1981

Mr. Bob Beibart

District Ranger

Hawall Volcances Hatiomal Park
Hawail 96718

Dear Mr. Saibart:

Hany thanks for your letter of Hovember 26th answarins my inquiry to Dom
Beeser about sea turtle sightings entered inte the Halape log. I appreclated
the update you provided, but was sorry to learn that no reports have been
made since Septembar of 1978.

From what I have gathered, it would appear that ovar the years Halape has been
regularly used by a few hawksbill turtles for nestiag purposes. If you are now
ragularly visiting this site, it would be worthwhile to wmake inspections for
evidence of nest diggings and emergence of hatchlings. Hawailan hawksbllls

are known to next from August through Hovember, with hateching taking place 50-
70 days after the egga are laid. At least this 13 the pattern that has existed
at Halawa on Molokal, and at several other small beach sites along Kau and Funa.
Unfortunately, I have not personally vislted Halapa, but I do hops to get down
thare on ona of my forthcoming study wisits to the Big Island. Any current
information that you can pass on to me will be greatly appraciated.

Beat regards for tha Holidays.

Sincaraly,

GEORGE H. BALAZS
Asglstant Marine Blologlat

GHB: 2o

Eanclosuras



University of Hawaii at Manoa

Hawall Institute ol Morine Biology
B0, Box 12406 » Coconui Island » Kaneohe, Howail 98744
Cable Address: UNIHAW

January 29, 1982

Dr. Archie Carr

Department of Zoology

223 Bartram Hall
Univeraity of Florida
Gainesville, Florida 32611

Dear Archie:

I am indeed pleased to be able to accept your Iinvitation to serve on the
IUCN Turtle Group for another J-year tour of duty. As before, I pledge to
do whatevar I can to advance sea turtle conmservation and rescarch.

The gquestion of the Deputy Chairman title being renewed should be &

separate issue, and one which I hope you will devote some serious thought

in consultation with others. At a few select times T have uged the title
when signing letters, but I wonder if the position is really needed. For in-
stance, if it was dissolved right mow T would continue doing the same thing,
that ig,alding you and the Group as a whole as situations arise. 0Or possibly
better still, instead of eliminating the position, have vou conaidered rotating
it pp others? In doing se, it might help to defuse pome of the past problems
lingering with us, such as Nicholas and his nowsletter, Pritchard's strange
behavior, and others., As a further suggestion, I can see much merit in vour
having a Deputy Chairperson right there with you in Gainesville, or at least
somebthing closer than the nearly 5000 miles that now separates us.

tage fthink about all of this, if you haven't already. T'm open to change.



- L el T T = — — L Lo Lol W S e —)

January 27, 1982

Sr, Mario Hurtado

Instituto Nacional de Pesca
Box S5P1B

Guayaquil, Ecuador

Dear Sr. Hurtado:

An & fellow member of the IUCN Marine Turtle Specialist
Group, I want to take this opportunity to sincerely welcome
your participation and expertise in our efforts to conserve
the world's sea turtle resources. I am confident that you
will make valuamble contributions over thise next three-year
period of service. 1 look forward to meeting you in person
when circumstances permit,

In order to make you better aware of my own activities here
in Hawaii, I have enclosed several articles and reports of
possible interest. I will be sure to send you new items aam
they become available.

Best regards.

Sincerely,

George H., Balazs
Assistant Marine Biologist

Enclosures

s



January 14, 1882

Ms. Cynthia Minarik
Apartado Fosptal 148
Choluteca, Choluteca
Bonduras, Central America

Dear Cynthia:

Jack Woody recently sent me r.npf'u of the lecters vou exchangad
relating to ses turtles in Honduras. At this time, I have nothing to add

to Jack's excellent responge to vour inquiry. However, I would very much

like to receive a copy of tha letter you send to Jack answaring his
questions.

Please feel free to contact me 1f I 'c.ln ba of assistance.

Bincaraly,

George H. Balazs
Agsiscant Marine Biologist

GHE :md
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January 14, 1981

DMractor

ARAMOCD

Department of Loss Prevention and
Environmental Affairs

Dhahren, Saudi = Arabia

Dear Sir:

As a researcher of Haowaiian sea curtles, I am interested in learning
about studiss that area being conducted by your company on eea turtles in
the Arabisn Gulf. Tn vour fine book entitled "Biotopes of the Western
Arabian Gulf™, the  1is mention of tagping baing undertakem on Karam
Island. I would like to correspond with the researchar doing this work.

Thenk you for your asaistance.

Sincerely,

George H. Balazas
Asglatant Marines Biologlst and

Deputy Chairman
IUCH/8SC Marine Turtle Group

S



UMIVERSITY OF HAWAI
- Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
“<econit Island * P. O, Box 1344 - Kaneahe, Hawal] 957+

January 14, 1952

Department of the Army
U. 8, Army Enpineser District Homolulu
Ft. Bhafter, Bawali 96838

Degr Sira:

The following comments and questions are being submitted in relstion to cha
"Final Detailed Project Report and Environmental Statement for the Kaulana
Bay Navigation Improvements Study,"

1. The results of tha formsl consultation with tha National Marines Fishariss
Service under Section 7 of the Endengered Species Act are not contfiined in
the FEIS as would be expectad. Will an addendum to the FEIS covering thia
important evaluation be prepared and distributed to the consultad partias?

2. The FEIS does not contain a written response to the testimony submitted
by Mr. Susumu Ono of the Hawall State Bosrd of Land and Matural Rescurces
(page B-26). In view of the fact that mearly all other letters of testimouy
were snswared in the FEIS, why was a response not included for Mr., Ono's

concerns’
3. Bestings by the hawksbill sea turtle imbricata) are known
to occur at saveral sites along tha Eau coast. £ gccurrancea ara listed

in the paper "Tarrestrial Critical fAsnbitat for Sea Turtles under Unitad States
Jurisdiction in tha Pacific Region" which I authorad 4in Dctober of 1978. The
FEIS makes no mention of tha presence of this endangared species.

4. Ksalualu Bay on the Kau coast has historically baen an i{mportant aggresate
foraging site for greem turtles, An adult female that I captursd and tagged
at Kaalualu in May of 1977 was found two years later nesting on East Island

at Franch Frigate Shoals in the Northwestern Hmwaiian Islands.



Department of the Army
Paga Two

January 14, 1982

I appreciate having the opportunity to reviaw this FEIS,

finceraly,

George H, Balazs
Aseistant Marine Biologist

mik
cei V.H., Environmental Center



Dacenber 21, 1981

Horthwest Marine Technology
Shaw Island

Washington 98286

Dear Sirsa:

I would greatly appreclate receiving full information on
your system of tagging small salmon and other snimale using
wire implants in the nasal cartilage.

Thank you for your assistance.

Slncerely,

s/ George H. Balazs (ec)

GEOHGE H. BALAZS
Assistant Marise Biologlst

—— - R R R R



University of Hawaii at Manoa

Hawail Institute of Marine Biology
P.0.Box 1346 & Coconul Islind » Kanaoha, Hawail 6744
Cable Address: UMIHAW

December 15, 1981

Mr. Reb Truland
Chelonia Ingtitute
F.0. Box 9174 ’
Arlington, VA 22209

Dear Rob:

Thanks very ruch for your letter of December 2nd and the reinbursement
chack. It was good to learn that you are algo pleased with our preduct.
The cartons containing the post cards wera sent this morning by gurface
mail as you requested.

I have enclosed bundles of the green, hawksbill and green turtle/menk seal
cards which I also had printed. The Hawaii Audubon Society paid for the
latter, while I personally financed the other two. I just couldan't pasg

up having thils done using by own photography. I hope to regain my invest-
ment by selling them at $8 per 100. However, th= production of these cards
on my own should not be viewed as taking the place of our Joint engoing
project. [Please have the slideg you mentioned duplicated and gent for

my examination. I'm eager to sea them.

s for the Holidays, .and congratulation on your recent wedding. I
ou: 18 years ago and it has not been regrettedi

Bast
did iy

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER




University of Hawaii at Manoa

‘Hawsii Institute of Marine Biology
P.O.Box 13468 » Coconut Island » Kaneohe, Hawall 8744
Cable Address: UMIHAW

Hovember 9, 1981

Mr. Colin J. Limpus

Mational Parks and Wildlife Serwvice
Pallarenda

Townsyille 4810

Jueensland, Australila

Dear Col:

This letter responds to your request for comments on the manuscript "Sea
turtles of the Capricornla section of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park"
that you sent to me in mid=-September. I regret the delay in this response,
however, since the paper was already in press with Proc. Roy. Soc. (Qld. my
comeents would only be useful in a secondary sort of way.

Overall, I feel that you have once again produced a wvaluable document on your
regearch results. My only specific comments are as follows.

1) The statements on page & about immature turtles moving to other areas, or
miking several habitat shifts, does not appear to be consistent with the in-
formaticon presented on pages 16 and 18. Do you have tag recoveries showiog
movements of immatures? If ao, I would be interested to learn of the numbers,
tima interwvals, and distances involwed.

2} I think it would have been nice to also reference my worl, and perhaps
several others, in your statements about growth and age at maturity on pages
4 and 18.

3) The statement on pages 7-8, "4,500 green turtles are estimated to breed,"
leaves the readey unclear as whether you are reporting males and females, or

just nesting females.

4) Significant fluctuations have also occurred in the number of nesting turtles
at French Frigate Shoals over the past several years (pages 8-9).

5) It would have been sppropriate to reference my success with Inconel tags
when you mentioned on pages 12-13 that an alternate to Monel was being sought.

6) You should have also referenced/credited the other earlier workers when
vou discussed influance of ipcubation temperatures on pages 1314,

AN EQUAL OFPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



Mr. Colinm J. Limpus
November 9, 1981
Page 2

7) ‘The caption for Figure 3 states that there are no precise data for 1964-
1973 (Bustard's work). We all know that this i3 an important and significant
gap in the history of Australian sea turtle research. I theraefore feel that

this point should also have been made directly, though tactfully, in the
text iltself. ;

I hope that these views prowve hilpfﬂyﬁff: yvour future papers. Besat regards.

GEORGE BALAZS
Assistant Marine Biologist

GHE:ec



University of Hawaii at Manoa

Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
Coconut Island, Kaneofe, Hawall

MEMORANDUM December 8, 1981

TO: Jacquelin Miller :
UH Environmental Cent
-

FROM: George H. Balazs ;'ay;:l"
Aggigtant Marioe logist

SUBJECT: Your request submit review comments on the November 1981
Environmental Impact Statement for Improvements to the Maalsea
bBoat Harbor.

No mention is made in this EIS of Hawaiian green (Chelonia mydas), hawksbill
{Eru:muchelzg imbricata) or leatherback (Dermochelys coriacea) sea turtles OF
their status under the U.5. Endangered Species Act. & discugsion of these

Jisted marine species, particularly the green turtle, needs to be included under
the section "Flora and Fauna" on pages 3-8 to 3-11 and 5-3 to 5-7. Green turtles
of varlous sizes are known to occur in Maaslaes Bay, presumably to forage on
benthic algae. Also, in July of 1974 ap agult female greea turtle was recovered
in Maalaea Bay that had been tagged while nesting at French Frigate Shoals

during the 1973 breeding season (see Biological Conservatiom, 1976, 9:125-140).
The statement made on page 5-7 of the EIS about the possible long-term

secondary impacts of greater boat traffic upon the humpback whale population

may very well also apply to green turtles. An appraisal of this needs to be
made and incorporated into the EIS.

Concerning your inquiry on the advisability of having a "special notice to
mariners" for listed whales and turtles, I feel that this is an excellent idea.
Aoy educational steps that are taken to inform boaters about humpback whales
should logiecally also involwve sea turtles. In addirion to special notices to
mariners, it would also be worthwhile to place permanent signs in the harbor
telling of the specles protected status {see attached).

GHB:ac

Enclosures

AN EQUAL CPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



December B, 1981
TO: Jacquelin Miller
Ui Enviroomentsl Canter
Fii George H. Balaza
Assistant Marioe Biologist
SUBJECT: Tour request to submit review comments on the November 1981
Environmental Impact Statemsnt for Improvements to the Maalass
Boat Harbor.
ﬁnuﬂu:huﬁmﬁillﬂﬂmmtm s hawksbill

(Eretmochelys imbricata) or leatherback (Dermochelys coriacea) see turtles or
thair status r the U.5. Endangered Species Act. A discussion of these
listed marine species, particularly the green turtle, needs to be included under

th-u:tjnn'mnmdrm“mmﬂ—lui-nudj-lmi-h Graen turtles
n:nﬂnud_lnhmmmhlhﬂmm, presumably to forage om
beathic algae. Also, in July of 1973, an edult female green turtle was recoverad
in Maalasas Bay Mthﬂbmhmduﬂhn—uqurnmmslmshmh

during the 1974 breading seascn (see H%QE Conservation, 1976, 9:125-140).
The statement made on page 5-7 of the EIS aboutr the possible long-term

Secondary impacts of greater boat traffic upon the humpback whals population
may very wall also apply to green turtles. An appraisal of this needs to be
made and incorporated into the EIS.

Concerning your inquiry on the ndvisabilicy of having a "special notice to
mariners" for listed whales and turtles, I feel that this is an excellent idea.
Any educational steps that are taken to inform boaters about humpback whales
should logiecally alsoc involve sea turtles. In addition to special notices to
marinars, ltmldﬂuhmﬂuhillmphumt signs in the harbor
telling of the species protected status (see a .

CHB:ec
Enclosures
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December 2, 1981

Dr. George R. Hughes

Hatal Parks Board

Box 662, Pletermarsitzburg 3200
South Africa

Dear George:

I thought that you would be interssted in ths snclosed letter from the
Louis Henry canned soup company. I didn't realize that the Reunion
project had reached this stage of commercial production. Are you still
consulting for the project? Maybe this would be a good time for you
to give the members of the Turtle Group an update and overview of
progress achieved by the project.

Bast regards for the holidays.
Sinceraly,

GEORGE H. BALAZE
Assistant Marine Biologist



"I'

University of Hawaii at Manoa

‘Hawsii Institute of Marine Biology
P.OLBox 1348 » Coconnot Island « Kaneohe, Hawaii 95744
Cable Address: UNTHAW

December 2, 1981

Dr. George R. Hughes

Matal Parks Board

Box 662, Pietermarsitzburg 3200
South Africa

Dear George:

I thought that you would be interested in the enclosed letter from the
Louis Henry canned soup company., I didn't realize that the Reunion
project had reached this stage of commercial production. Are you still
consulting for the project? Mavbe this would be a good time for vou

to give the members of the Turtle Group an update and overview of
pProgress achieved by the project.

Best regards for the holidays,

Sincerely,

GEORGE H. BALAZS
Assistant Marine Biologist

GHB:eo
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Mr. SCOTT L. ANDERSOM

National Marine Fisheries Service
Po Box 3830

HONOLULY - Mawaii 96E1Z

USA

YH/ab/1190

Strasbourg, November 18th, 1981

Dear Mr. Anderson,

We refer to your ietter of November 9th, and inform you that
the type of turtle used in our product “"soupe de tortue" is
calipee (origin : turtles farming - Reunion}.

We hope this information will be helpful to you, and remain,

Very truly Yours
LOUIS IRT

| »'g 1
deaa Rierre LERODUX
Export Manager
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Hovember 27, 1981

Japamn Marine Fishery Besource Center
Godo-Karkan Building 6F

3-4 K101-Cho

Chivedo-Ku

Tokvyo 102, JAPAW

Dear Sirs:

T am writing to request a copy of your report entitled
"Report of Fessibility Study on Squid Jigging FMisheries in
the Southwestern Pacific Ocean 1977" (JAMARC report 1&).

Thank you for vour sesistance.

Sincerely,

George H. Balazs
Assistant Marine Biologist

e Bl b e
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UNIVERSITY OF HAWALL AT MANOA
Hawall Institute of Marine Hiology
P.0. Box 1346 - Coconut Island - Kaneoha, Hawaii 96744
Cable Address: UNIHAW

Rovesber 19, 1981

Director
Marine Scisnce Laboratoriss
P. 0. Box 114

Queenscliff, Victoria 3225
AUSTRALIA

Dear Sir:

I would appreciate receiving coples
information that you can provide on the
sampling squid in Australisn waters.
assistance.

it
EES
i

gk

Sincerely,

GEORGE H. BALAZS
Assistant Marine Biologist



ONIVERSITY OF HAWAII AT MANOA
Hawaii Institute of Harine Bioclogy
P.0. Box 1346 - Coconut Island - Eaneche, Hawall 96744
Cable Address: UNIHAW

Bovembar 24, 1981

Mr. Hiroshi Yokovama

Exscutive DMrector

All Japan Coral Fisheries Association
No. 2 Awaya Bldg. (6th Floor)

34, Taukiji 4-chome, Chuo—iu

Tokyo, Japan 104

Daar Mr. Yokoyama:

Thank you very much for your letter of October 26, 1981
responding te my inquiry about sea turtles. I greatly
appreciate your willingness to send me the results of sesman's
observations in the ceatral Horth Paclific Ocean.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

i e e N

s/ George H. Balazs (ec)

CEORGE H. BALAZS
Assistant Marine Biologist

GHE:ec




Novamber 16, 1981

Mrs. J. Carpine-Lancre

Head Librarian

Musea Ocasnographique (bibliotheque)
Avenue Salnt-Martin

MC-Monaco-Ville

HOHACO

Dear Mre. Carpine-Lancre:

Under separate cover I am sending you an assortment of my recent publi-
cations on sea turtles which you requested in your letter of October 27,
1981. 1 hope that they will prove useful to your institutionm.

The assortment of colorful stamps on your letter prompts me to ask the
following questions. Has Monaco ever lssued a set of stamps which show sea
turtles? What agency or individual within the Monaco government might I
write to in order to suggest this theme, if it has not already been used?
As you may be aware, sea turtles are experiencing serious conservation
problems on a worldwide basis. Having these marina snimals appear an

stamps in an attractive mmnner represents a positive way of focusing
attention on thalr plight.

Any assistance that you are able to give me will be greatly appreciated.

Sincarely,

George H. Balaza

Asgistant Marine Biologist
and

Deputy Chairman

IUCH/8SC Marine Turtle Group

GHE :md



University of Hawaii at Manoa

Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
P.0.Box 1348 » Coconut Island » Kaneohe, Hawali 96744
Cahle Address: UNIHAW

Kovember 12, 1981

The Council

Kukunonu Atall

Tokelau Izlands

clo Office for Tokelau Affairs
Box 863, Apia

Western Samoa

Dear Faipule, Pulenuku, The Council, and people of Nukunonu Atoll:

I want to take this opportunity to sincerely thank you for your Fine
hospitality during my receat visit to Tokelau to study sea turtles. I
greatly appreciated the generous assistance and cooperation that was
provided. During the short time available, I was able to collect an
impressive amount of biological and cultural information on sea turtles
of Bukunonu Atoll. When my final research report is completed, I will
be sure to send you a copy.

As in other areas of the Pacific, there is clear evidence that the pumber
of sea turtles in Tokelau have declined conslderably over the past 50 years.
These turtles, which are born in Tokelau, and eventually return to Tokelau
when they are old enough to breed, are a valuable part of your heritage

and island way of life. Some actions need to be taken to help conserve
these turtles so that they will continue to oceur in Tokelasu and benefit
your people. It would indeed be unfortunate if the next generation of
people in Tokelaw did not have turtles to catch and eat. As a researcher
of sea turtles, I would be pleased to help you in whatever way that is
deemed appropriate,

I send you my best personal regards,

Sincerely,

GEORGE H. BALAZS
Deputy Chairman
IUCN/SSC Marine Turtle Specialist Group

CHB: ge

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



- -

T — T e T—— - NI TE Y . TLE - el PR ETE omge, - i ,m"—._"l—_-m-m

UNIVERSITY OF HAWAL
Haweall Institute of Marine ﬂiqt-::g:r
Eaeomit lsland « B O Bar 1744 « Cansohe, Howall 08744

Septembar 29, 1981

Dirsctor (OES)

U.5. Fish and Wildlife Serviee
Department of the Imterior
m. D.C. ﬂlm

Dear Sir:

I am writing with respect to the attached copled latter of testimomy that
was submitted to your office about 10 months ago.

1 would sppreciats being informed about the status of this proposal te
designate certain coastal areas in Puerto Bico as Critical Habitat for the
hawksbill turtle. How many individwals, or organizatioms submitted
comments in response to your Federal Register notice, and of this numbar,
how many expressad opposition to the propossd actiom?

Thank you for your assistanca.
Sincarely,

GHORGE H. BALAXSG
Assistant Marine Blologist

GHE:ec
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'l Novembar 12, 1981

Dr, Judith Huntaman
Anthropology Department
University of Auckland
Private Bag

Auckland, WNew Zealand

Dear Dr. Buntsmsan:

During a recent visit to Fakanfo Atoll, Mrs. Elizabeth Perreira
mantionad to me that she had read a section of one of your papers that
describead the usage of sea turtles in Tokelau. I am mot familiar with
this publication, therefore I would greatly apprecisate receiving an air
mail reprint at your earliest convenience. I am trying to consolidate
all of the available information on sea turtles for this area of the
Pacific for usa in a report to the U, 5. World Wildlife Fund. I would be
pleased to send you a copy of this report whem it is completed.

Thank you in advance for any assistance that you can provide.

Einceraly,

GEORCE H., BALAZS
Aspistant Marins Biologist
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Movember 12, 1981

Mr. Stave Cornelius
Daiversidad De Costa Eica
Rodrigo Facio, San Josa
Coata Rica

Dear Steva:

mmntmnﬂlmu‘mﬂﬂymﬂ-umm
with some of my thoughts on the use of flipper tags. We exchanged
corrvespondence on this topic earlier in the year, but I am now in 2
position to send you the enclosed mamuscript updating most of my views.
I hope that it proves belpful in your selection and use of tags. 1f you
hnmqmttm.ucmuuunn—nu,lmuhpl-ndtnhn:
fmm;

hminhhumummmmtur!nmmnﬂu.
If Wécholas feels it's too lemg, I'll submit it to Herp Review.

Bast regards.
Sincaraly,

GEORGE A, BALALS
Assistant Marine Bilologist

bee: Hancy Hammond



November 12, 1981

The great excitement of the Tokelau trip is only now starting to die
dowm as the demands of my various other research cosmitments require
attention. I am most of my photographs turnad out
exceedingly well. I will be sending you several primts as a token of
mwy apprecistion for your assistance. Also, under separate cover I will
be forwarding you the 1975 Tokelau/Swains Islsnd bibliography that I
mentioned. You should find this to be a usaful reference document.

|
g
§
1

I have enclosed a copy of tha letter of thanks that I wrote to tha
Councils on sach island, I thought that this sction would be
appropriata.

Flease extend my personal regards to the various members of your office
that I had the good pleasure to meetr.

Sincaraly,

GEORGE H. BALAZS
Assistant Marine Biologist

ERC

LT -
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SAME LETTER TO:

Nukmnonu Atoll
Atafu Atoll

Hovember 12, 1981

The Council

Fakaofo Atoll

Tokelau Islands

efo Offica for Tokelau Affairs
Box B65, Apia

Western Samoa

Desar Faipule, Pulenuku, Tha Coumeil, and peoples of Faksofo Atoll:

I want to take this opportunity to sincerely thank you for your fine hos-
pitality during my recent visit to Tokelau to study sea turtles. I greatly
appreciated the genarous assistsnce and cooperation that was provided.
During the short time available, I was able to collect an impressive amount
of blological and cultural informstiom on sea turtles of Faksofo Atoll. When
my final ressarch reaport is completed, I will be sure to send you a copy.

As in other areas of the Pacific, there is claar evidance that the number of
sea turtles in Tokelau have declined comsiderably over the past 50 years.
Thess turtlea, which are born in Tokslsu, and sventually return to Tokelan
when they are old emough to breed, are a valuable part of your heritage and
island way of life. GSome actions need to be taken to help comserve these
turtlas so that thay will continue to occur in Tokelau and benafit your people.
It would indeed be unfortunate 1f the next generation of peocple in Tokelan did
not have turtles to catch and eat. As a ressarcher of saa turtlas, I would ba
pleasad to help you in whatever way that is deemed appropriate.

I send you my bast persomnal regards.
Sincarely,

GEORCE H. BALAZS
Deputy Chairman
IUCH/SSC Marine Turtle Speclalist Group



University of Hawaii at Manoa

Hawali Inslitule of Marine Biology
P.0.Box 1348 & Coconut Island & Kaneohe, Hawail o674
Cable Address: UNMIHAW

Hovember 12, 1981

The Counecil

Fakaofo Atoll

Tokelau Islands

efo Office for Tokelau Affairs
Box 865, Apia

Western Samoa

Dear Faipule, Pulenuku, The Council, and people of Fakaofo Atoll:

I want to take this opportunity to sincerely thank you for vour fine hos-
pitality during my recent visit to Tokelau to study sea turtles. I greatly
appreciated the generous assistance and cooperation that was provided.

During the short time available, I was able to collect an impressive amount
of bioclogical and cultural information on sea turtles of Fakaofo Atoll. When
my final research report is completed, I will be sure to send you a copy.

As in other areas of the Pacific, there is c¢lear evidence that the numberg

sea turtles in Tokelau have declined considerably over the past 50 years.

These turtles, which are born in Tokelau, and eventually return to Tokelau
when they are old encugh to breed, are a valuable part of your heritage and
igland way of life. Some actions need to be taken to help conserve these
turtles so that they will continue to occur in Tokelau and benefit your people.
It would indeed be unfortunate if the next generation of people in Tokelau did
not have turtles to catch and eat. As a researcher of sea turtles, I would be
pleased to help you in whatever way that is deemed appropriate.

I send you my best personal regards.

Bincerely,

GEORGE H. BALAZS
Deputy Chairman '
IUCN/S5C Marine Turtle Specialist Group

GHE:ec

AN EQUAL OFPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



University of Hawaii at Manoa

Hawaii Institute of Marine Binlogy
P.0.Box 1346 & Coconut Island » Kaneohe, Hawail 85744
Cable Address: UNIHAW

Hovember 12, 19581

The Council

Atafu Atoll

Tokelau Islands

cfo Dffice for Tokelau Affairs
Box 865, Apia

Weatern Samoa

Dear Faipule, Pulenuku, The Council, and people of Atafu Atell:

I want to take this opportunity to sincerely thank vou for your fine
hospitality during my recent vigit to Tokelau to study sea turtles. 1T
greatly appreciated the generous assistance and cooperation that was
provided. During the short time available, I was asble to collect am
impressive amount of biological and cultural information on sea turtles
of Atafu Atoll. When my final research report is completed, I will be
sure to send you a copy.

As in other areas of the Pacifie, there is clear evidence that the numbers

of sea turtles in Tokelau have declined considerably over the past 50

years. These turtles, which are born in Tokelau, and eventually return

to Tokelau when they are old enough to breed, are a valuable part of vour
heritage and island way of life. Some actions need to be taken to help
conserve these turtles so that they will continue to occur in Tokelau and
benefit your people. It would indeed be unfortunate if the next generation
of people in Tokelau did not have turtles to cateh and eat. As a researcher
of sea turtles, I would be pleased to help you in whatever way that is deemed
appropriate.

I send you my best personal regards.

Sincerely,

GEORGE H. BALAZS
Deputy Chairman
TUCH/S5C Marine Turtle Specialist Group

CHB:ac
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University of Hawaii at Manoa

Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
P.0O.Box 1346 & Coconul Izland « Kaneoha, Hawall 96744
Cable Address: UMIHAW

4 November 1981

Dr. Edward ©. Moll
Protessor of Zoology
Eastern Illinois University
Charleston, [llinois 61920

Deay Dr. Moll:

I appreclate having the oppertunity te review your draft proposal concerning
technological transfer of the sea turtle excluder device to the Malaysian
trawler fishing fleet. Briefly stated, it is my view that vour intended
project is extremely well conceived, and has tremendous potential for con-—
serving Malaysia's sea turtle resource. As emphasized in your narrative, these
turtles make an important contribution to the country's economy and culture.
Action clearly needs to be taken to reduce the impacts of trawling, but without
affecting the harvest of prawns and fish. The use of the newly developed
excluder device represents the best hope for achiewing this poal.

I wish you success in ebtaining the necessary funds to carry out your impercant
project. Please keep me informed of the outcome.

Sincerely,

George H. Balazs
Deputy Chairman
TUCK/S5C Marine Turtle Speclalist Group

GHE:1e

AN EQUAL OFPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



Hoveambar 9, 1981

CONFLURNTIAL

Fish and Wildlife Service
Mvision of Law Enforcement
Lloyd 500 Building, Buite 1490
500 H.D. Multnomah

Portland, Oregon 97232

Daar Sira:

During & brief stopover in American Samca on October 30, 1981, I noted at
least four businesses that were selling jewelry made of tortoiseshell derived
from the hawksbill turtle (Eretmochelys {mbrioata). From the style, workman-
ship and information provided by sales parsoanel, most of this jewelry could
be positively identified as originating from either Fiii or Western Samoa.

In the case of Buma Philip Ltd., an . stralisn firm that operates in American
Samoa, it was clear that the jewelry i{s being importad from their sister store
in Apia, Western Samoa. In both February and October of 1981, I personally
documented that the Apia Burms Philip store buys raw tortoiseshell from indi-
viduals living in the Aleipata District of Western Samom. The store then
commlssions independent artisans to mmnufacture assortad jewelry.

The tortolseshell is obtained from adule female hewksbills that are taken while
nesting on three uninhsbited offshore islets located in the Aleipata District
(Wuulua, Nuutele and Mamua), This 1s the last known nesting mrea for hawksbills
in Western Samca, and not wora than 50 turtles nest there each season. For the
past 10 years the Government of Western Samoa has opsrated a small hatchary
project in Aleipata in a commendable affort to increase the number of turtles
in coastal waters. The owner of the nesting islats, a Samcan Matai (Chief),

has declated that entry to the islets is prohibited except for authorised
workers. Howewver, this is difficult to enforce due to the remotaness of the
reglon and the absence of enforcement psople. -

The line of commerce between the nesting islets in Aleipata, and the retail
outlets in American Samoa (specifically Burns Philip), is an excellent, if not
ddpressing, example of international commercial trade hastening the destructiom
of a local native resource. The number of turtles that are taken from the
islets while nesting is directly correlated with the smount of jewalry sold



Fiah and Wildlife Serviece
Kovember 9, 1981
Page 2

in American Samoa, and the length of time that such sale 1s allowed to continue,
In this respect, it is interesting to nota that thare are curremtly two
passenger liners visiting American Samoa each month, with approximately 700
tourists disembarking from each ahip for shopping and sightseeing., The Burns
Fhilip store operates a free and continuous bus service between the docked
ghips and their retail outlet.

As shown by the attached correspondence, I first brought this matter to the
attention of the Fish and Wildlife Service (Enforcement Chiaf C. B. Bavin)

in March of this year. An additional inquiry made in late August has apparently
still mot resulted in the initiation of corrective action, I therefore hope
Ehat this present letter will further smphasize the importance snd serlousness
of the problem. I would appreciate being informed in writing of the status

and outcome of this casa.

Thank you for your assiscance.

Sincarely,

CEORGE H. BALAZS

Assistsnt Marine Blologist and
Deputy Chairman, IUCH/SSC
Marine Turtle Group

ge: C. K. Bawin




Hovaisbar 9, 1981

Mr. Colin J. Limpus

Hational Parks and Wildlife Sarvice
Pallarends

Tevnsville 4810

(Queensland, Australia
Daar Col:

This latter responds to your request for commsnts on the manuseript "Sea
turtles of the Capricornis ssction of the Great Barrier Raef Marine Fark”
that you sent to me in mid-Beptember. I regret the delay in this response,
however, since the paper was already in press with Proc. Roy. Soc. Qld. my
comments would only ba useful in a secondary sort of way.

Overall, I feal that you have once again produced a valuable document om your
resaarch resulta. My only specific comments are os follows.

1) 'The atatements on page 4 about ilmmature turtles moving to othar areas, or
making eeversl hablicat shifts, does mot appear to be comeistemt with tha in-

formation presented on pages 16 and 18. Do you have tag recovariss showing

movenants of immatures? If so, I would be interssted to leam of the numbars,
time intervals, and distances involwved.

2) I think it would have bean nice to also reference my work, and perhaps
sevaral others, in your statements about growth and age at maturity on pages
& and 18.

3) The statement on pages /-8, "4,500 green turtles are estimated to breed,"
leaves the reader unclear as whethar you are reporting males and females, or
just nesting females.

4) Sigoificant fluctuations bhave also cccurred in the mmber of nesting turtles
at French Frigate Shoals over the past several years (pages B-9).

5) It would have been appropriate to reference my success with Inconel tags
when you mentioned on pages 12-13 that an alternate to Homel was being sought.

6) You should have also referenced/credited the other earlisr workers when
you discussed influence of incubation temparatures on pages 13-14.
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Mr. Colin J. Limpus
Hovembar 9, 1981
Page 2

7) The caption for Figure ] states that there are no precise data for 1964-
1973 (Bustard's work), We all kmow that this is an important and significant
gap in the history of Australian sea turtle research. I therefore feel that

this point should also have been made directly, though tactfully, in tha
text itsalf,

I hope that these views prove helpful for your future papers. Best regards.
Bincerely,

GEORGE . BALAZS
Assgistant Marina Biologist

CHE e



Hovembar 5, 1981

Mr. Mark Gentle

Assistant Figheries Officer
South Pacific Commission
Foat Box DS

Noumea Cedex, Hew Caladomia

Desr Mark:

Sorry for the dalay in responding to your latter of 7 October, however it
arrivad the day I departed for Tokelau. I spend cwo weeks out there
gathering information on sea turtles under a small grant from the World
Wildlife Fund-US. I'11l send you a copy of my report when it's completed
in late January.

Some confusion apparently exists concerning the scute grafting or "living
tag" experiments conducted this past year here in Hawail. First, the study
was not of my making or inspiration. I have only bean involved in a
secondary sort of way. The ldea was proposed by John Hendrickson of the
University of Arizoma. Richard Shomura awarded him a several thousand
dollar contract to come to Hawail for a few weeks to do the work. The

200 hatchlings wera subsequently reared for one year under contract to

Sea Life Park here on Oshu.

While it ia cartainly true that many of the marks are still visible (light
colored spots on the dark carapace, and dark colored spots on the light
plastron), an analysis of the data at one year of age has not yet been
conducted. Personally, I am not optimistic about the maintemsnce of tha
marks during the next year or two. Pigment diffusion is apparent in most
of the graft sites, and the size of the mark has become propprtionally
smaller, I have close-up photos of each turtle at ome year of age. All
of the turtles, except nine individuals, have now been relessad into the
wild. As vou may know, it is very costly to raise turtles.



Mr. HMark Gantla
Page 2
Novembar 5, 1981

Tagging hatchlings in conjunction with a hatchery project would be a
relatively easy matter, if and when a tagging system is perfected.
Howevar, tagging hatchlings on a natural nesting beach requires the
hatchlings to ba caught when they emerge snd scamper to the sea. Since
this is a fairly rapid event, it saems to me it would be a formidable
t“‘k-l

I will onece again mske an effort to assemble a map on Pacific island
sea turtle migrations. I regret that something has not been sent to
you sooner. The demands for my time have been substantial over this
past vear.

For your information, I have enclomed a draft manuscript containing
suggestions on improving the use of metal flipper tags. I don't want

to make a firm decision at this time, but let me know if you are
interested in ueing it in the 5PC Fisheries Newalatter,

Gincerely,

Gaorge H, Balazs
Asglastent Marine Biologisat

Enclosures



Hovember 5, 1981

Mr. Mark Gantle

Asgistant Fisheries Officer
South Pacific Commission
Post Box D5

Boumea Cedex, New Caladonia

Dear Mark:

Sorry for the delay in responding to your lettar of 7 October, however it
arrived the day I departed for Tokelan. I spend two weaks out there
gathering information on sea turtles under = small grant from the World
Wildlife Fund-US. I'll send you & copy of my report when it's completed
in late Janusry.

Some confusion spparently exists concerning the scute grafting or "living
tag" experiments conducted this past year here in Hawaii. First, the study
was not of my making or inepiration. I have only been involved in a
secondary sort of way. The idea was proposed by John Hendricksom of the
University of Arizona, Richard Shomura swarded him a several thousand
dollar contract to come to Hawaii for a few weeks to do the work. The
200 hatchlings were subsequently reared for ome year wnder contract to
fea Life Park here on Oahu.

While it 1is certainly true that many of the marks are still visible (light
colored spotes on the dark carapace, and dark colored spots on the light
plastron), sn analysis of the data at one year of age has not yet beem
conducted. Personally, I am not optimistic about the maintensnce of the
marks during the next year or two. Pigment diffusion is apparent in most
of the graft eites, and the sire of the mark has become progprtionally
smaller. I have close-up photos of sach turtle at one year of age. All
of the turtles, except nine individuals, have now been released into the
wild., As you may know, it is very costly to raise turtles.



Mr. Mark Centle
Page 2
Hovembar 5, 1581

Tagging hatchlings in econjunction with & hatchary preject would be a
relatively casy matter, if and when 2 tagging system is perfected.
However, tagging hatchlings on a natural nesting beach requires the
hatchlings to be caught when they emarge and scamper to the saa. Since
this is a fairly rapid svent, it seems to me it would be a formidable
task,

I will once agnin make an effort to assemble & map on Pacifiec island
sea turtles migratioms. I regret that something has not bean sent to
you sooner. The demands for my time have besan substsmtial over this
past year.

Por your information, I have enclosed a draft manuscript conteining
suggestions on improving the use of metal flipper tags. I don't want
to make a [irn decision at this time, but lat ma know 1f vou are
intereated in ueing it in the SPC Fisheries WNewslatter.

Sincerely,

Gecrge H. Balams
Asslstant Marins Blologist



Hovembar 5, 1981

Mr. Harry Sperling, Jr.

Regional Fisheries Coordinator
Office of Reglonal Bapresentative
UNDP

Private Mail Bag

Suva, Fiji

Dear Mr. Bperling:

Tou may recall that I met with you in Suva during February of 1977 to discuss
the SPC turtla farming project. At that time, I had been asked to serve as an
honorary consultant to evaluate both the Fiji and Cook Islands components of
the project. My comprehemsive report was subsequently submitted to SPC. I
hope that a copy eventually reached your office for use as a reference document.

I have just recently complated a ten~day visit to Tokelau to assess sea
turtle populations amd record the cultural/nutritional importance of this
resource to the Polynesian inhabitants. Financial support for this short
project was provided by a grant from the World Wildlife Fumd. The office
for Tokelau Affairs gave me passage at no cost on their supply wvessal out
of Apla. I regret that circumstances and timing did not allow me to meet
with you during your recent trips to Hawaii and Western Samoa.

Dr. Philip Helfrich, Director of our imstitute, told me that you had been
to Tokelau several years ago. It sesms likely that I once again could have
benefited from your insights.

My report on Tokelau for the World Wildlife Fund will be completed by the
end of January. I will be sure to send you a copy. In the meantime, I
would like to know if your office would be receptive to proposals com-
cerning the managemsnt of sea turtle resources in the Pacific islands,
such as at Tokelau. The overall goal of such work would be to reinforce
traditional comservation practices and achieve a balance between the use
of turtles for human needs and the protection of the breeding stock. Some
afforts need to be undertaken along these lines or the resources will
surely be lost to future generations of Pacific islanders. Is this an
area of work that could be funded by your office? As you may know, SPC
is not currently interested in funding projects involving sea turtles,
although they did co-hoet a workshop in December of 1979. Any informatiom
or advice that you can offer to me will be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

George H, Balazs
Asglstant Marine Blologist
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October 19, 1981

Mark Centle

Assiacant Fisharies Dfficer
South Pacific Commisaion
Post Hox D 5

Houmea Cedex

¥ew Caledonia

Dear Mark:

Your letter of & October 1981 was received on tha day I was leaving
for Bamoa. T will answer it after my return on October 30th.

Sinceraly,

H. Balnza
Apaistant Marine Biologist



University of Hawaii at Manoa

Hewali Institute of Marine Binlogy
P.O.Box 1346 & Coconut Island  Kanecha, Hawall w744
Cable Address: UMIHAW

October 2, 1981

HMz. Haney Hammond

Program Administrator
World Wildlife Fund-U.5.
1601 Conmecticut Ave. HN.W.
Washington, D. C. 20009

Dear Hancy:

This letter responds to vour request for review comments on the proposal
"Abundance, Distribution and Movements of Olive Ridley Sea Turtles" submitted
to WWF-US by Steven Cornelius and Douglas Robinson. The March 1981 report for
the initial year of this project is on file here at my office, therefore I am
aware of the work activities and progress thus far accomplished.

it is my oplnlon that this propesal should be funded by WWF in that it represents
an extremely valuable piece of research with far-reaching potential benefits for
olive ridleys in Costa Rica, as well as other areas of the world. The only
congtructive suggestions that I have to offer are as follows:

1) Duplicate sets of all tagging records should be stored at some
appropriate location in the United States to protect against
unforeseen accidental loss or damage of the records on file at
the University of Costa BRica.

2) The smaller size no. 681 Monel tags should be used on adult olive
ridleys, in that this size of tag is far more appropriate for tha
size of the turtle. These smaller tags will undoubtedly be less
susceptible to tag loss that results from tearing and biting.

I appreciate having the opportunity to as £ you in your proposal evaluation

process.
. A /o
. 1. BALAZS
e Assistant Marine Blologist
GHE:ec

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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UHIVERSITY OF HAWAIT AT MANOA
Hawaii Institute of Marine Blology
P.0., Box 1346 - Coconut Island - Kaneohe, Hawali 96744
Cabla Addresa: U(NIHAW

Detobar 2, 1981

thanks for your lettar of 14 September which included some kind

about my commitment to communicate current sea turtle informa-

you {(and other Turtle Group members). It seems to he that
the few concrete things we can do, as & growp. 1

tried to take the lead in this as Archie's assistant.

The only emclosure with your letter was a copled letter to John EBudge
frﬂ.lil'liunddlt-dﬂi-lﬂlrm.

The veply from Jim Wood to your inguiry, plus 2 third inquiry you
mentiooed, was not epclosed. I will, of course, be interested to
learn what was sald about Mike Bean's summary.

Hope to hear from you soom.

Sinceraly,

CEORGE H. BALAZS
Assistant Marine Biologist

GHI ec



CAPTIVE NEARED OREEN SEFA TUPTLIS RFLFASFED TMTO THE TR0

Over the past few weeks the Tlonolulu Tabaratnry of the ¥ational Marine
Figheries Servicehas released a total of 165 A-1b vearlineg srreenm sea turtles

[{Chelonia mydas) at coastml rites om Dahu, the neiphbor Talands, and at French

Fripate fhoals. The releases were carried out in cooperation with the State

Department of Land and Matural Resources and the I'.5. Fiah and Wildlife Zervice

The liberated turtles were oripinmally obrained as one-ounce dav ald
hatehlings at French Frigate Shoals, a remobe site in the Morthwestern Vawafian
Ielands located 500 milez from Honnlulu where ereen sea Burtles oo Eo hreed,
French Frigate Shoals is a unit of the Mawalian Tslands Hatfonal 'Jj_lcrljfeﬂﬂjf'
Following transport toc Oaha by charterad afrerafr fn September of 1980, the
hatchlings were reared under contract to Sea T.ife Tarl for a one-vear perfod.
The objective of this project was to ewaluate an experimental marking procedure
Involving small pieces of white tissue gurpically prafted inte the hatchlings'
black shell. The studv's overall results are ati1ll heinr analyzed, kut the
technigue appears to he promising for certain tvpes of marking needs 1p the

regearch of sea turtle populations.

The preen sea turtle has rxperieng declines 1n bBoth pumbers and ranpe
ag the result of man's overexploitation and encroachment on habitat. The species
is now fully protected under the .2, Endancered Specdfes Act and wildlife
Tegulations of the State of Wawaii, Tt is hoped that the 165 turtles that bave
been released will eventually hecome part of the hreeding colony as mature adults.
The abllity of captive reared sea turtles to successfully adant to the wild and
grow Eo adultheod 1z nobt known for certain. Vowewer, in  sewveral other aresas of
the world where similar rearing or "headstart" projects have heen undertaken, same
encouraging results have been achieved., Mevertheless, many wvears will wverv 11koly
be needed in order to positivelw demonstrate the walue of this restocking
conservation practica, OGreen sea turtles do not mature until thewv reach an averape
shell length of about 36 inches and a welpht of 200 1hs. The turtles grow very
glowly in the wild where they feed primarily on alpae (1imu) and mea prasses.
On-going tagging studies here in Hawaii! Idicate that naturally oceurrine turtles

can take anvwhere from 10 ko &0 wvears to prow to adultheood.

All of the voung turtles that have been released are individually ideneified
with a small numbered metal tag attached to a front flipper. Tnformation from the

public on the sightings of these tagpged turtles will be aprreciated.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATTON, TELEPHNAHE WILLTAM GTLMARTIM 0% GEOROE BALAFS
RATTONAT, MARTNE FISHFRTES SFRVICE- N&R=2181



Octobar 2, 1981

Ms. Nency Hammond

Program Adminiatrator
World Wildlife Fumd-U.S.
1601 Comnectlcut Ave. N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20009

Dear Hancy:

This letter responds te your request for review comments on the proposal
"Abundance, Distribution and Movements of Olive Rldley Sea Turtles" submitted
to WWF-US by Steven Cornelius and Doullas Robimson, The March 1981 report for
the initial year of this project is on file here at my offica, therefore I am
aware of the work sctivities and progress thus far accomplished.

It is my opinion that this proposal should be funded by WWF in that it represents
an extremely valuable piece of ressarch with far-resching potential bemefits for
olive ridleys in Coata Rica, as well as other areas of the world. The only
constructive suggestions that I have to offer are as follows:

1) Duplicate sets of all tagging records should be stored at some
appropriate location in the United States to protect against
unforessen accidental loss or damage of the records on file at
the University of Costa Rica.

Z) The emaller size no. 681 Monel tags should be used on adult olive
ridleys, in that this size of tag is far mors appropriste for the
size of the turtle. These smaller tags will undoubtedly be less
susceptible to tag loss that results from tearing and biting.

1 appreclate having the opportunity to assist you in your proposal evaluation
procaas.

Sincerely,

GEORGE H., BALAZS
Assistant Marine Biologist

GHB:ec
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UNIVERSITY OF HAWAIT AT MANGA
Hawaii Institute of Marine Blology
P.0. Box 1346 - Coconut Island - Eaneche, Hawaii 96744
Cable Address: UNTHAW

September 29, 1981

Mr. Bireshi Yokoymms
Exscutive Director
All Japan Coral Fisharies Association
Wo. 2 Awaya Bldg. (6th Floer)
& = 3 - § Teukijd, Chuo—ku
ml JAPAR
Dear Mr. Yokoyama:
I am writing to ask if you can provide me with informatien
on the occurrence of sea turtles at 35-45"N Lat. in the Pacific
Ocean. Do the Japanese vessels that fish for precious coral ever

obsarve turtles in this area? Any details that you can send me
will be greatly appreciated.

Thank you for your assistance with this request.
Sincerely,

CEORGE H. BALAZS
Asgistant Marine Biologist

CHRtao



University of Hawaii at Manoa

" Hawail Institute of Marine Biology i
P.O.Box 1346 « Coconut Island » Kaneohe, Hawail D744
Cable Address: UNIHAW

November 21, 1980

Director (0OES)

U, B. Fish and Wildlife Service
Department of the Interior
Washington, D, C. 20240

Dear Mr. Spinks:

A8 a researcher of marine turtles here in the Pacific, and as tha
Deputy Chairman of the IUCN/SSC Marine Turtle Specialist Group, I would
like to offer my full professional endersement of the proposal to
establish certain coastal areas in Pusrta Bico ag nesting Critical
Habitat for the hawksbill turtle. The revival of this proposal by the
Fish and Wildlife Service is a most welcome event for all of us concerned
with the survival of this seriously endangered species.

In the final determination of the Critical Habitat, I would urge the
Service to incorporate a genercus amount of landward area adjacent to the
beaches. This would seem to he absolutely essential in order to provide

the degree of habitat protection known to be necessary for sea turtlae
nesting areas.

I would appreciate being informed abofit the development and outcome of
this proposal, as the information become

George Balazs
Agais Marine Biologist

GHB 2 md

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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University of Hawaii at Manoa

Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
P.0.Box 1348 » Coconul Island » Kaneche, Hawail 96744
Cable Address: UNIHAW
September 18, 1981

Dr. Peter Pritchard
Florida Audubon Society
PO Drawer 7

Maitland, Florida 32751

Daar Petert

Thank for taking the time to express your views to me in your letter
of September 9th, I have no intention of copying this letter to anyone-
that is, unless you want me to for some purpose.

One thing that I do want to maeke clear is that I did pot recommend or suggest
that you remove certain members of your Recovery Team becazuse they "disagree"
(See p2 paragraph 3 of your letter), My point was that such individuals
should be ousted for thair "intellectual totalitarism" of rejecting in hand
the Confersnce Conservation Sirategy because Wayne King had some invelvement
in preparing it. This isn't disagreement- it is plain nonsense prajudlce

of the worst kind that should not be tolerated. Honest disagresments are
always present In task groups. However, what you described to me goes far
bayond this.

Again, thanks for taking the time to acknowledge my letters. Frad Berry
d acknowladge receipt of the review commeants that I sent to him

ll,*f:eﬂrge H. Bilazs
Assistant Marine Biologist

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



University of Hawaii at Manoa

‘Hewaii Institute of Marine Biology
P.0.Box 1348 « Coconut Island » Kaneohe, Hawall 06744
Cable Address: UNIHAW

September 2, 1981

Georgia Charvhas de H.
Calle 62,. No. 484
Merida

Yucatan, Mexico

Dear Georglia Charuhas:

br. Wayne Eing, Director of the Florida 5tate Museum, has told me of
your concern for sea turtles and suggested that T send you literatura on
my conservation and research activities here in Hawali. Dr. King alse
sent me the name and address of your friend (Cesar Clairin Luna) in
Quintana Hoo. By copy of this lekter, I am also sending him this assort=
ment of sea turtle literature.

If you feel that there is any way that I can be of assistance, please
do not hesitate to contact me.

Best regards and Alcha,
George H. Balazs
Asgistant Marine Biologist and
Deputy Chairman
IUCHN/58C Marine Turtle Group
GHE - md
Encls.

ce: Cesar Clairin Luma

AM EQUAL OQPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



August 31, 1981

HMr. C. R. Bavin

Chief, Division of Eaw Enforcement
Fish and Wildlife Service
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Mr. Bavin:

I am writing to inquire about the law enforcement matter that I
brought to your attention last March, as acknowledged by your letter
of April 8 (FW3/LE IV-B-0D, copy attached). T would appreciate

learning what actions may have been taken to rectify the illegal
trade described.

Thank you for your assistance in this important matter.

Gincerely,

GEDREE H. BATAZS

Assistant Marina Biologist
and Deputy Chairman

IUCH/SSC Marine Turtle Group




University of Hawaii at Manoa

‘Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
P.0LBox 1948 & Coconot Island » Kaneohe, Hawali 06744
Cable Address: UNIHAW

August 31, 1981

Dr. Peter C. H. Pritchard
Florida Auwdubon Society
F. 0. Drawer 7

Maitland, Florida 32751

Dear Peter:

There is something patently ludicrous in what you wrote to me about
why the Sea Turtle Conservation Strategy will oot be included in the
SE Sea Turtle Recovery Plan, and why it probably couldn't be re-
printed in the forthcoming Research and Conservation Manual (that is,
Wayne King's name on the Strategy rendered it "suspect" by certain
team members).

As you know, the Sea Turtle Conservation Strategy was a committee
effort that was subsequently modified and adopted by the Conference
as a whole. The Conference itself was, of course, sponsored in part
by NMFS. If some of your Recovery Tesm members are indeed preventing
the reprinting of the Sea Turtle Conservation Strategy because Wayne
was among those involved in framing the document, then I think you
should take steps to have those individuals removed from the team, or
at the very least have their nonsense publicly exposed for scrutiny.
I certainly don't see how you can continue. on in good faith as a co-
leader without taking some remedial actiom.

Presumably, I have the perogative of providing you with this un—
golicited advice in my capacity as official Consultamt to the SE
Racoyery Team.

Sincerely,

GEORGE H. BALAZS
Assistant Marine Biologist
GHE:ec

cc:  Fred Berry
Archie Carr, Chairman-Marine Turtle Group

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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LARCE SEA TURTLE FOUND LIVING IN THE ALA WAL ROAT HARBOR

A large green sea turtle (Chelonia mydas) estimated to weigh over 250 lbs has besn
found liying in calm waters well inside the Ala Wal Boat Aarbor. Telephone
reports from concerned boat owners and other individuals prompted sea turtlas
biologist Cecrge Dalazas to investigate the matter by swimming underwater in the
area whara the animal had been regularly seen sleeping. The turtla was found to
ba in a weakensd and somewhat sick condition, possibly as the result of several
large tumecrs seen on tha back portiom of the shell and hind flippers.

The cause of such tumors on Hawallan green sea turtles 1s currently unknown, however
thelr occurrence seems to be on the inerease. In soma turtles, even small young
ones, these tumors grow so extenaively that the eyes become covered over. Tlssua
samples of timors removed from dead turtles found washed ashore.ower .the past few .
years have been sent to a speclalist at the Smithsonian Instituticn {in Washingtenm,
D.C.) in an effort to explain the affliction. No conclusive results have been
obtained, but analyses are still underway.

The turtle living in the Ala Wal Boat Harbor was found to have numbered Identifi-
cation tags attached to its front flippers- tags that Dalazs himself had placed

on the turtle while she was nesting at Frenzh Frigate Shoals in the Northwestern
Hawailza Islands during June of 1978. French Frigate Shoalas, a unit of the Hawailan
Islands Hational Wildlife Refuge, is located about 500 milés northwest of Homolulu
and 1s the principal breeding site for the Hawalfan population of green ses turtlea.
Based on tagging studles exemplified by thls recent tag recovery, adu1£ green sea
turtles ara known to regularly migrate back and forth between French Frigate Shoals
and numerous sites vhroupghout the lawallan chain. The Ala [fzi Deat Harbor 1s not

a location where nocmal healthy turtles regulirly live. The turtle living there

at present is believed to have taken up resldency because of 1ts wealened copdition,

and also possibly due to the perlodic blooms of Jellyfish that green turtles sumetimes
find attractive for fo:d.

The public i3 zsked mot to disturb the turtle, but rather give her every opportunity

to recover from her afilment. Sea turtles are fully protected under the U.5.

Endangercd Spacles dAct snd wildlife lawa of the State of Hawall.

prepared by George Balazs
linwa®1 Institute of Harinma Llology
Univercity of Hamail (247-6831)
currently affiliated with the
Hational Marfne Figheries Sorvice
iloroluly Laboratory (946-2121)
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Auguat 31, 1981

Me. Jean Bradfisch

Exacutive Editor

Sea Frontiers

1379 Rickenbacker Causaway
Virginia Key, Miami, FL 33149

Dear Mrs. Bradfisch:

I am writing to ask if you would be interested in considering a general
interest article on Hose Atoll for publication in Sea Frontiars. Rose
Atoll is a part of our Hational Wildlife Refuge Bystem located about
150 miles to the sast of Pago Pago, American Samos. It is a small,
remote and unique site that is uninhabited apd wery saldom visited.
During Hovember of last year, I was fortunate to he part of & small
sclentific party that visited Rose by chartered fishing boat. We apent
four days at the atell surveying seabirds, sea turtles, terrestrial
flora, and marine resources in the shallow lagoon,

To ald in your evaluation of this suggested article, I have enclosad
11 color slidea tamken during my visit, as well as = dascriptive
brochure issued by the U. 5. Fish and Wildlife Service, If you find
interest in this topic, I can provide you with a draft artlcle of
approximately 1500 words sometime before the end of the year.

Thank you for your consideration. Please return the enclosed elidaa,
but feel free to make coples at this times if you wish,

Sincaraly,

GEORGE H. BALAZS
Assistant Marine Biologist

GHE:ec

o
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August 31, 1981

Office of HMarine Mammals

& Pndangered Spacies
National Marine Fisheries Service
U. 8. Department of Commsrce
Washington, D. C. 20235
Dear Sir:

I would appreciate receiving a copy of the Marine Mammal Annual
Report (4/B0 - 3/Bl) which I understand is now available.

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincaraly,

GEORGE H. BALAES
Assistent Marine Biologist

GHR:ac



University of Hawaii at Manoa

Hawaii Insfitute of Marine Biology
P.O.Box 1346 » Cocomiit [glaned » Kaneohe, Hawaii 965744
Cabla Address: TNITHAW

August 26, 1981

Hr. Erlc Onilzuka
Division of Aguatic Besources

Dear Eriec:

I hesitate to sign this permit as it 1is now written
because there are some errors present. The 10 hatchlings
will not be collected "in the waters of French Frigate
Shoalg', but racher they will be excavated from nests in
which matural hatching and emergence has already taken
place. The hatchlings will therefore be salvaped, that is,
they would otherwise be doomed if we were not there to
rescue them for this congervation and edustion project
with the Seattle Aguarium.

I regret if Mr. Girth did not make these points clear in
COTTEesp nce with Mr. Ono. Thank you for your continuing
iz matter.

Marine Biologiat
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August 24, 1981

Dr. Bampel Cruber

Rosenatisl Sechool of Marine &
Atmospheric Sclences

Univessity of Miami

4600 Rickembacker Causeway

Miami, Florida 33149

Dear Dr. Grobar:

I thought that you would like to have a copy of the enclosed article
from the August 19, 1981 Honolulu Star-Bulletin relating to shark attacks
in Florida. T have also enclosed a reprint of s paper on Hawaiian shark
attacks that I recently suthored with Alan ¥am.

Are you aware of any publications that provide historical information
on shark attacks in Florida, such as has been compiled for Hawaii? I am
not familiar with the "National Undarwater Accident Data Center” mentioned
in the newspaper article, and therefore would appreciate any specifics
that you can send me.

flncerely,

Gaorge H. Balaxs
Assistant Marine Bilologist

CHE s md

Enclogsures



Augnst 24, 19381

Mr. Adrisn Akau
Pahala High School
Pahala, Hawaid 96777

Dear Mr. Akaur

It was a pleagsure to speak with you shout sea turtles during my atudy
visit to Kav during late July. Our fieldwork proved to be very successful,
with a number of green turtles being tagged and recoversd with old tags.

I thought that you would be intevested in the enclosad literature omn
sea turtles, some of which may prove unsaful as a teaching aid at your
school. 1If you coms across any interesting observations of turtles on
the Big Island, I would certainly appreciate haaring from you.

Sincaraly,

eorge H. Balaza
Assistant Marine Biologist

GHE :md

Encloaures



August 5, 1981

Dr. Geaorga Fisani, Editor
Harpetological Review

Division of Biological Scisncas
The University of Kansas
Lawrenca, Kansas 66045

Dear Dr. Pisani;

Thank you for your note of May 26 comcerning the seal/green turtle photo.
I ragret my delay in responding, but I have boen away from my office for
extended psriods.

You are absolutely justifisd in being puzzled by my nota of May 18. As
you pointed out, a very similar photo and captiom 0
(4) 1979 issus. This was an ove on my
problem was partially due to the £ Mm"nlhdu!!"ﬂthq
10(4) issue some time ago, smd I had completaly forgotten that the photo
was indesd printed.

:
B
£
8

Thank you for your patisnca.

George H. Balazse
Aspistant Marine Biologist
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August 5, 1981

Mr. Craig Van Nots
Exacutive Vica Prasident
Monitor

1506 19th Streat, N.W.
Washingtom, D. C. 20036

Daar Mr. Van Hote:

For saveral years now, I have besn regularly recaiving tha Monitor information
packets sent out by your fine organisation. This was initiated following a
raquest that I serve as a consultant member of Monitor's committee on sea
turtle conservation.

I want to express my appraciation and enthusiasm for Momitor's informatiom
packats. They arsa consistently ona of the most valuable places of mail that
I receive. In addition to the timely articles on sea turtles, I almost always
find items covering a wide varisty of conservation topice that I reproduce
and remail to colleaguas, both in the U, 5, mnd in foreign countries.

I would like to continuve receiving the information packats. Hopafully your

financial supporters will alsc recognize the grest value of this information
network snd see fit to designate funds for thia purposa.

Sincarely,

GCeorge H. Balaszs
Assistant Marins Biologist



August 5, 1981

Mr. Rob Milne, Chief ,
International Affairs Diviaion
Hational Park Barvice

0. 8. Department of tha Intarior
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear My, Milne:

I am writing to requast information on the procedure that should be followed
to nominate a U. 85, location as a World Heritage Site. Jeffrey McNealy,
Executive Officer of IUCN/CNPPA, recently suggested that I comtact you in
this regard concerning my interest in nominating Fremch Frigate Shoals in
the Northwestern Hawaiisn Islsmds. I belisve that a strong persuasive casea
can be made for this unique site.

Thank you for any assistance that you ars abls to provide.

Bincaraly,

Gaorge H. Balaxzs
Assistant Marine Biologist



August 18, 1981

u- Hl l| stﬂlﬂ.t
4153 Montego Drive

Corpus Christi, Texas 78411
Dear Mr. Stringer:

Thank you very such indeed for your informative and interssting letter
of July 26th reporting the sighting of our tagged sea turtle. This turtle,
a young Kemp's ridlay, was tagged and released along with others during
early June 1981 sbout three miles off of North Padre Island. The project
is being conducted by Dr. James McVey of the National Marins Fisharias
Service, Galvestonm Laboratory. Some of my special alloy tsgs were applied
to thess turtles to test their resistance to ecorrosion.

lhmimhthumh.%-ﬂhwﬂluhﬁuﬂyh
writing to thank you in the near futurse, If you see any other tagged
turtles, please lat us knowm,

Sincarely,

| George H. Balmzs
| Assistant Marine BRologiat

GHE :md



July 15, 1981

Hr. Stanley T. Arakakl

Chief, Operations Branch

U.8. Army Englasar District, Homolulu
Building 230

Fort Shafter, Hawali 96838

Dear Mr. Arakeid:

The attached copied postcard dated June 12, 1981 was sent to mm in
response to my testimony of June Ind pertaining to the proposed
construction of a boat-launching ramp at Nonill, Barking Sands,
Kaual. No further correspondence has as yet besn receilved on thias
aubject, I would be interested to learn of the current status of
this proposal, and wihat time-frsmes are imwolved In your decision
making procesa, When may I anticlpate recelving a response o the

questions that I have raised?
Thank you for your assistance.

Sincaraly,

GEORGE H. BALAZS
Assistant Marine Bicloglac

CHE: ac

Enclosure
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July 8, 1981

Mr. Larry LaRochelle

0.5. Fish and Wildlife Sarvice
Faderal Wildlife Permit Office
P. 0. Box 3654

Arlington, VA 22203

Dear Mr. LaBRochelle:

I would appreclate receiving coples of the documents and other
information sulmitted in conjunction with the PRT-21-7837 aspplication
by the Commander, Naval Forces of the Caribbean., This notice appeared
in the Federsl Register (Volume 45, Mo. 99) on May 22, 1981, I would
also lika to know if tha permit has pow been granted and, if so,

under what conditions.

Thank you for your assistance in this macter.

Sincerely,

&/ George H. Balars [ec)

GEORGE H. BALAZS

Assistant Marine BMologist

on behalf of the

IUCN/SSC Marine Turtle Specialist Group
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UNIVERSITY OF HAWAIT AT HANOA
Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
P.0. Box 1346 - Coconut Island - Kaneohe, Hawadl 96744
Cable Address: UNIHAW

July 8, 1981

Mr, . 5. deSilva

Zast Coast National Parks
Reglonal Office

Box 768 .

Sandakan, Sabah

EAST MALAYSIA

Deéar Stanley:

1 am sorry to have taken so long to answer your letter of May 1lrd.
It arrived hera in Honolulu while I was at French Frigate Shoals
taggiog green turtles, as I have done each June for the past eight
vears,

After I wrote to Lucas Chin, Wayne King sent him a follow-up lecter
endorsing my suggestion for the woratorium om egg collections and
offering other words of encouragement. As yet, I have not raceiwved
further correspondence on this subject. Both Wayne and Akchie visited
our home for part of an evening on May 24th on their way to Papua

Hew Guinaa. Although numerous toplcs were touched upom in the short
time avallable, the Sarawak probles never came up. I therafore assume
that the matter is indeed in sbeyance.

1 was gratified to learn that you would want me to serve in & comsultancy
to survey nesting beaches with you in Sabab, should funds bacome
avallable. BHowever, :hl-ulﬂmindymmtinudnn}.i probably

preclude my imvolvement. I could not leave my family for that long,
and it would probably be very difficult for the threa of us to move
to Sabah for 5 months. Nevertheleas, if and the funds are

whn
designated for the projeet, I would at lesst like to have the opportunity
to consider this in greater detail.

Under separate cover, I am sending you several articles on sea
that I thought you would find interesting. We send you and your
family best regards and Aloha.

Sincerely,

GEBEGE H. BALAZS
Assistant Marine Biologist
GHB:ac



The British Trusg
for Urnichology
Iring, Hertfordshire

ERGLAND

Dear Sira:

If possible, I would greacly Appreclate receiving s copy
of the short article entitled "Seabird Slaughter” guthored by
W. Bourne and C. MHeag that appearad in a }9§9 issue of your
publication. I hLave not been able to locate thie paper here

in Hawgii,
Thank you for Aoy ssslstance you are gble to provide to
this requesc,
51““&1,-
GEORGE H. BALAZS

Asgistant Marine blologist
GHR:ec




SEA TURTLES AS RATURAL FISH-AGCRECATION DEVICES

The value of green sea turtles as ecologlcal, educational and aesthetic
components of our Hawailan marine environment i{s well-known to many residents
and tourists who have seen these great reptiles swimming in island waters.
These reasens alone seem sufficlent to justify current protective laws aimed
at preventing further population declines following many years of heavy and
uncontrolled exploitation. However, an additional benefit of special interest
to the fishing commmnity has now come to light. The followlng short but true
"fish story" was recently related to me by my colleague, John Naughton, of tha
National Marins Fisherlies Service:

While trolling between Kaua! and Niihau during calm weather, a turtle
about two-feet long was seen floating at the surface with several geabirds
circling overhead. A closer inspection revealed the presence of small
fish aggregated under the turtle along with two mahi mahi, As the boat
passed by, the turtle qulickly dove cut of sight and both flsh were hooked-up
and landed. The total catch amounted to a respectable 40 lbs.

Maybe there is something to the Japanese "Urashima Taro" folk-tale where the

sea turtle becomes the flsherman's good friendl

ga H. Balazs

ol

002 Awaawaonoa Place
Honolulu, HI 96825



University of Hawaii at Manoa

" Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
PO Box 1348 » Coconut Island « Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744
Cable Address: UNIHAW

Mr. Rob Truland

Iirector

Chalonia Institute

P.0. Box 9174

Arlington, Virginia 22209

Dear Rob:

I am pleased to report that the lesatherback and flatback, turtle photes (by

P. Pritchard & C. Limpus) that you kindly consented to fund are now on their
way to being printed into color postcards. Because of a lower cost and higher
quality product, I am having this carried out by a Honolulu-baged publishing
company that has their postiacds done by Colorscan in Australis. You will
recall that I gont you one of the posteards printed by this company te show
you the quality of their work. I am convinged that we could not do better.
The cost will be less than 5¢ per card for the 6500 minimum order per phote,
The other company's price (that I described earlier) was T¢ per card, so this
will represent a good savingo, Tho reagon I am getiing such a low price is
bacause my Honolulu contact is handling the transactlcon without taking any
profit for himself. He was recently awarded distribution righte for the Hawaifl
Audubon Socliuty's color booklet entitled "Hawail's Birds". I am the current
President of the Hawaii Audubon Society, and he 1s handling the postecard
project as a helpful favor to me.

Payment for the cards will not have to be made until the latter portion of the
production process- perhaps in about 7-8 weeks. The total amount will not
exceed 5650 (5S¢ x 6500 x 2cards). This includes prepaid shipping from Australia
to Honolulu, From here, I wlll meke the necessary arrangemnte to have them
gshipped to you in Washl.pton for further distribution.

I was so lmprosseéd with the bargain price and quality product that I am having
two of my own photos of a neating green and a nesting havksbill made into
poat cards at my cwn personal expense.

I wil _-_?-Itan:t you again when I h've an invelce showing the exact -mount due
for the-leatherback and flatback post eards.

George H.

Agaistan fne Biologist

P8 The name Chelonia Institute and your mailing address will appear on the
postcards in small print. Captions describing the turtles were written
by Peter Pritchard (in English & Spanish, at my request) and Colin Limpus.
My name will also appear on the cardf in gmall print, as a co-publisher.

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



University of Hawaii at Manoa

 Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
P.0.Box 1348 « Coconul Island « Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744
Cable Address: UMNIFLAW

July 3, 1981

Dr, L,d. Ehrhart

Department of Blological Sclences
University of Central Florida
Orlando, FL 32816

Dear Lew:

It certainly is with deep regret that T have to return your two loggerhead
slides without having them made into color posteards, as originally envisiened.
I was only able to convince Rob Truland te provide funds for two of the
postcards- the leatherback and the flatback (photos by P.Pritchard and C. Limpus).
The argument I uged was that it would be virtuslly impossible to find underwater
photos for these two specles. If I didn't mention it to you already, apparently
Iob Truland has a strong bias against photos of turtles on land nesting. This
unfortunately wasn't made elear to me when I first approached him for funds.
Needless to say, I wish that it had been. It is now somewhat difficult (and
embarassing) to be returning the various photos that had been selected as
appropriate, but were rejected by the'furder. I also take the blame for a

good chunk of this, because I should have insisted on a written agreement with
advance funding.

The leatherback and flatback photoehmve Just recently been turncd over to a
publisher here in Homolulu who wwill have them printed in {of all planﬂu] Augtralis.
The price and quality sre really good now there. Entirely out of my Eg&_punk:t,

I am also having postcards made of the green and hawksbill, using photos I have
taken. I have yet to figure out exacty how I will digtribute them, becauge

they won't be sent te Rob Truland like the others. Nevertheless, I'm sure it

will all tually werk out.

ewi thank you very much for your patlence through all of this. When
e £he chance, I would really like to hear of your recent work with
turtles In the lagoon,

2 slides enclogel

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



University of Hawaii at Manoa

" Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
P.0LBox 1348 & Coconul Island « Kancohe, Hawail DE744
Cable Address: UNIHAW

July 3, 1981

Laura Tangley
4020 Javine Drive
Alezandria, V& 22310

Dear Laura:

It is indead with regret that I have to return your remaining two Kemps ricley
glides without having them made into color post cards as onvisicned. Rob Truland
did finally agree to provide funds for two of the species, the lepatherback and the
flatback photographed by Peter Pritchard and Col Limpus., The only reason I

could talk him into these two {or at least the argument I presented) is because

't would be almost impossible to find decent underwater photos, like he preferred.
I have no objzetion to Rob Truland's bias for pEDtua of turtles underwater, I

enly wish that he would have made this pelnt very <lear to ma in the beginning
when I first approached him about the possibility of funds. Nevertheless, the
leatherback and flatback photos have ucw been turned over to a publigher here

in Honolulu who will have the posteards printed at a reagonable cost in (of all
places) Australia, They should be delivered in about three months. ALt my own
expengfisa, I am also having posteards made of the hawlshill and green turtle, ualng
photos that I have taken, I guess that more or less shows that I am Indead
committed to this project and believe in its conservation and e¢ducation wvalue.

I haven't quite figured cut how I'm going to handle these poitcards on my own-

but gomething will work out- it usually does. Illbe sure to send ;ou some when
they are completed.

I hope that you had a succesciul, educational and fun stay in Mexico. How did
the Kemps gesson go? I understand that Peter is no longer involved.

I wonder iIf I'11l evor see a real-1ife Kemps nesting, or only in photes or
gtuffed in a museum.

I would 1ike to hear from you when you have the time. Again, thank you for
bearing with me through all of the ups and downe in this posteard matter. I
for one gtill think your photos are the grezatestl I made a duplicate to use
in my£lide lectures to school kids- hope this was alright,

Pﬁ.,;udn.a/l?;

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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Miss Lisa Phillips
c/o A. J. Noom
24 Macaulay Strest

CoOTPATOD
Brisbana, (Qusensland
AUSTRALIA

Dear Miss Phillips:

You will be plessed to learn that on May 27th at 3:00 p.=. the bottls containing
your message of September 27, 1976 washed ashore near my campsite on East Island,
French Frigate Shoals, in the Horthwestern Hawaiian Islands. The bottle beached
itself pear a large green sea turtls that was basking in the sun. The time and
distance involved since you set the bottle afloat suggests that it may have traveled
in circles around the North Pacific. TYour message was in excellent comndicion and
perfectly legible. I have enclosed a photocopy, but if you wish, I can send tha
original when I find out if this is still your correct mailing address.

East Island is a 12 acre uninhabited lalet situated in the middlas of a 16-mile
long veef area named French Frigate Shoals. There are nins other small sand
islets in the ares, as well as a basalt rock pinmacle of 125 faet in height.
French Prigate Shoals is sbout 500 miles northwest of Homolulu and a part of the
Hawaiian Islands National Wildlife Refuge. The May 1976 issue of Mational

Geographic Magasine has an axcellant article and color photograph series on the
area.

I have been visiting East Island during late May and Juns of each year since 1973
to tag and study green sea turtles, The major portion of nasting in the Hawalian
Islands takes place at this sita. The turtles have besn found to migrates for up
to 700 miles to get to East Island.

| It was fun to find your message and I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

GEORGE H. BALAZS
Asgistant Marine Biologiast
GHB:ec
Enel.

1
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Iluumuuunllu-mlhlnn
r.u.mm-mnm-mu.m 96744
Cable Address: UNIHAW

Hr. Jeff
Executive Officer
CHPPA

TucH

Gland CH-1196
SWITZERLAND

Dear Mr. McHeelay:

Mrs. Fitter recently suggested that I write to you to obtain
information on thin:ullritlp List. Specifically, I would
mummMuuumumhmmrmhn
Hﬂ!ﬂ;;nﬁnﬂ-h&-hﬂh.mnmhm
Placed on this list. Hﬂnutphthhn-tﬁtnlltﬁh
time, Ihlimthlt:lhnguuimhuhhhnﬁh
unique site so designated.

'ﬂ:nhm!nznrhlpthtmmpmih.
Sinceraly,

GEDRCE H. BALAZS
Assistant Marine Blologist
and Deputy Chairman

S5C Marine Turtle Group

GHE: e

[ —



U.BE. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Dceanic and Atmospheric Administration

NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE
Southwest Fisheries Center
Honolulu Laboratory

P. 0. Box 3830

Honolulu, Hawaii 96812

June 9, 1981 -~ F/SWC2 ;:CHB
T0: William G. Gilmartin, Leader, Marines _ mal and Endangrad Species
Investigation i {
FROM; George H. Balazs, Fishery Eiulugiat.ﬁfﬁé5 (ﬁﬁ?inf W, ;Ff__ :::
Pl

SUBJECT: Low-level overflights of Frﬁﬂph Prigatwﬁgﬁuala by militar¥ aircrafc

At 1140 on June 1, 1981, a Ravy four-engine propellor aircraft made two
overflights of East Island at 500-800 feet, The aireraft came into the Shoals
from the east at this same approximate altitude, and departed in the direction
of Whale-Skate Island., No radio contact was made with U.5. Fish and Wildlife
Service personnel on Tern Island.

The passes over East Island where I was camped caused most of the adult
seabirds to take flight. 1 was not at a location to observe the responses,
if any, of monk seals or basking green turtles, On June lst, there were at
least 14 monk seals with Pups present on or in waters adjacent to the island.

John Andre, resident biologist at Tern Island, has informed me that several
of these low-level overflights involving military aireraft have taken place
since last December. If this is developing into a regular practice, as appears
to be the case, then some sction needs to be taken to have it terminated, I
believe that U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service regulations pertaining to Wationmal
Wildlife Refuges prohibit low-level transiting of aircraft, I do not know if
this restriction currently appears on both civilian and military aeronautical
'ﬂIﬂPﬂ-l

If the flights over French Frigate Shoals are being undertaken to keep a
lockout for shipwreck victims, it seems likely that the same objective could be
accomplished at a much higher altitude where the poaseibilities of wildlife
disturbance would be greatly reduced,
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June 25, 1981

Mr, Mark Wexler

Senior Editor
National/International Wildlife
225 F, Michigan

Wlluveukee, WIS 53202

Pear Mark;

I greatly appreciated the copy of Hational Wildlife that you recently
gent to me containing your super article om Kim Cliffeon's work with Mexican
green turtles. I was fortunate to mpend = few days with Kim at Maruata Bay
in September of 1979. On my firat night out on the beach, T realized that I
was indesd with a "get involved” researcher when we included a 45 automatie
with the tagging gear! We all hope that Kia's positive influence can
continue; he undoubtedly representa one of the few chances for survival for
this very special stock of "hblack" green turtles.

I too would 1ike to sea you do an article relating to some aspect of
Hawaiian Wildlife (preferably incorporating sea turtles in part). Owverall
coverage of the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands (Hawsiian Islands National
Wildlife Refuge), with special focus on Preach Frigace Shoals, would aeem
to be the most interesting possibility, Have you seen the piece that
appasred in the Mgy 1978 Netional Geographic? This may help to give you
#n idea of the potemtial. Whatever you aventually decided you can feal
confident that I will help vou out in whatever way possible.

nidlmlandrmunmn!nyuﬂlulmdumuinm color photos
of the Morthwestern Hawafisn Tslands?

Sincerely,

George H. Balazs
Assistant Marine Biologist

Enclosures

- el . — W e L e i



April 28, 1981

Dear Feter:

I appologlze for the delay in responding to your letter of March 19th.
48 usuel, there zre too many thlpgs to be accomplished within the avall-
gble time., Nevertheless, I em glving it my best effort.

I find 1t diffioult, if not lmpoesible, to adegustely answer at thls tlime
the centrel questlon poeed in your letter. Thet la, do I "think there
sre now enough internctionel esfepusrds to Justify our beglnning to re-
evaluste the unscceptablility of the ferm to turtle conservationists".

I simply don't have the first-hend informatlon oni

1 new S58C and CITES policies on ranching of Appendlx I specles;

2) any new data on CTF being truly closed-cycle on & sustained basla.
The most current informatlion on hand wes that presented by Jim
Wood,and analyzed by Mike Bean,at the Washington Conference. It
all certainly looked dilsmal and deceptive to me (le"self-sufficlent”
in egge,but not in hatehlings because the majority of eggs never
result in hatchings)

%) & reasonable data-besed assurance that farming (and renching)
will not lead to expansion of exlsting markets, whlch 1n turn willl
Jeopardize wlld turtles;

4) & ressonable data-bamsed assurance that farmed and ranched products
can be easlly and lnexpensively ldentifled by enforcement and
importation offlelals,

1 have seen the BHEB articles thet you mentioned, but see nothing that I
could call "persuasive", It simply loocked 1like & rewrite of the seme old
complalnte, I wea, however, somewha! suprised to read 1n your letter that
you have now changed your vlewpolnt and conelder yourself to be a "neutral-
181" and eelf-appointed medieter. I would be interested to learn what

new facts have been brought to your attention to warrant thls change of
opinion. As you mentloned, you have been an outspoken opponent in the past,
along with others (myself included),

In cloeing for now, I might esk you if the onus of "endorsing" or "reject-
ing" CTF, or eny other farming or ranching cperstion,reslly rests with the
Turtle Group? I don't really think se. In fact, wasn't this one of the
points that was resolved at the ad hoc meeting in Miaml in 19747 It seems
to me that our "Prinelples and Recommendstions" are still walid and
conetitute a thgggﬁtful, well-concelved document., Also, I should call
your attentlon to,Conservatlion Stretegy of the Washlngton Conference,
specifically eectlion IIIc. Have 211 of the condltlions listed 1n this
section now been fulflilled?

While we were in Coste Rica in 1978 you told me that CTF actually maintalns
dossiers on reseerchers/conservationists in order to establish a "rating"
on how sympathic they will be to the facllity, If I remember ccrrectly,
you sald thet I had a pretty low score("rabid” to guote you exactly). I
suppose that the sbove opinlions that I have expressed wlll be viewed as
grounds for keeplng me in thls cetegory.

The enclosed informstion that I am sending to you la all selfl explanatory.

be growlng end dev ing 1n liﬁﬁ ounds

Best regards, fijiﬁf?:ifﬂfﬁ:;}f j,f’fi::i}

I hope that you, yo ﬁ;ﬁif&, and ciii%gjg are all well, Our son seems to
8 &



SINCE MINETEEN HUMNDRED “THE YOICE OF CONSERVATION"

Marech 19, 1981

zeorge Balazs

Hawail Institute of Marine Biology
PO Box 1346

Cooconut Island

Kaneche, HI 95744

Dear George:

Thanks for your letter. Enclesed is a Spanish version of the text for
the Dermochelys postoard caption.

Thers have been a few interesting developments that vou may or may not

know about, The Cayman Turtle Farm is winding down; slaughtering most

of its stock, and converting into a public exhibit and research facility,
also providing some meat for local consumption. Howaver, at the same time
they are aware of the gemeral pro-business tone of the BEeagan Administration
and are; I balieve, making a last-ditch effort to have the domestic ban on
their product lifted, in which case they will doubtless do back to full
production. Part of this I have heard directly from the Farm, part is in-
ference. If the farm doss go to a2 non-exporting mode, it will have satig=
fiad those who disagres with international commarce in turtles on principle,
but it will probably be the end of "favors", e.g. paying the costs of main=-
taining the captive ridley herd, or supporting the Marine Turtle Hewsletter
(did I hear you zay "good"?77) . Hevertheless, what iz especlally interesting
is that IUCH and CITES have now endorsed the concept of ranching for commer-
cial export of Appendix I specles, provided the populatish drawn from 1is
capable of withstanding exploitation in this way (in which case it would be
locally downgraded to Appendix II), and providing incidental conservation
benefits can be demonstrated. Since ohe of the main criticisms of the "Farm"
over the years wae that it was a ranch and not a farm (though it has been
closed-cvela for about thrae vears now) , the assumption is that & true farm
ig "better" than a ranch. CTF has al=zo been gaining support from other
guarters = the most recent issue of the British Herpetological Society
bulletin included abont four pro=Cayman Farm articles, some of them by
Eritish herpetologists and others by predictable, but persuasive, boosters
[i.8. Brongersma and Johnson). I can send you xeroxes 1f you are interested.

FLORIDA AUDUBON SOCIETY

921 Lake Sybelia Drive # P. O. Drawer 7 = Maitland, Florida 32751
(305) 6472615



In my self-appointed role as peutralist and mediator on Cayman Farm matters,
I would be interested. in knowing if wou think there are now enough interna-
tional safeguards to justify our beginning to reevaluate the Unacceptability
of the farm to turtle conservationists, I feel strange being in this position
since for years I felt as strongly against it as you, and only gradually
realized that the real picture was more complex, and the market stimulaticn
threat that was so obvious before CITES and the endangered species act may
now be less of a threat. In other words, I think we should some time either
align our policy along with the new S8C and CITES policies on ranching of
Appendix I species, or else clarify why we think the Turtle Farm is a special
case that should still not be aporoved. Incidentally, the Reunion turtle
farm appears to be in full swing - I talked with Bonnet at the Tndia meeting,
who was a little upeset by seme of the remarks I made about his operation in
the Marine Turtle Mewsletter.

I would be interested in hearing your thoughts. My own mind on these matters
is certainly not made up, but I believe the concept of commercial turtle farm-
ing or ranching (as is done in Surinam) is now considerably more sophisticated
from the situation of ten years ago when Mariculture's rather dangerous
advertising policies turned a number of pecple against turtle farming. I
cannot help reflecting that the only country in South America in which turtles
are well managed ls Surinam, and that is the one country where turtle conaer-
vation is now tied in with a commercial ranching operation. I wouldn't het

a nickle on the long-term survival prospects of sea turtles in any other South
American country, except perhaps French CGuiana which is a special case in terms
of low human population density and little economlc need to exploit natural
resources.

Best regards to yc:-u and Linda,
-'E'wd I ks sl

“HIrfce
9 aveld daley

C: H. Prit¢hard.
"..’1|:e Fregident

PCHP/nih
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SIMCE MINETEEM HUNDRED "THE VOICE OF CONSERVATION"

May 7,1931

Dr. George Balaze

Hawaii Institute of Marine Bioloqgy

P. 0. Box l34s

Coconut Izland, Eaneche, Hawail 96744

Dear George:

Thanks for your letter and the coples of the material from Rob Truland.
I hope you manage to work something out with regards to the latter.
Truland may well have a better eye than you and I as to what kind of
pictures the general uninformed public would find most attractive.
Perhaps it would be possible to assemble pictures of each kind of sea
turtle chosen te show attractively, brightly marked specimenz as well

as possible. Underwater pictures would do well if they ware taken with
& color-compensated flash at rather short range, so'they didn't appear
too blue-green. On the other hand, specimens on land that had just been
washed down with water might also be useful ., Thay could be presented on
a pura-white background since in most cases such plotures would hawve &
distinctly unnatural background. The use of only adult turtles makes
sense from the poilnt of view of making comparisons, but on the other hand
to show the "prettiest" representatives one could find of sach species,
whatever their age, way do more to get the mindless masses to turn on to
sea turtles; and I presume that is the target group you ars after.

Regarding our discussion of farming and ranching matters: I should have
prefaced my argument by emphasizingthat my personal morality has not changed;
I do not eat turtle products, nor wear them, or have any dealings with

them {although I do maintain a scientific reference collection of sea

turtle material - all of it salvaged rather than killed for the purposel .
However, as I grow older it is becoming more and more apparent that much

of the rest of the world does not share my particular ethic on this issue,
and shows no signs of doing so in the future. While not giving up efforts
to ¢lose markets down wherever possible (i.e. via CITES etc.), it doss not
take a very astute political ohserver to detect that, in the U5 at least,
the atmosphere for endangered species protection and the funding of
endangered species research 1s going from bad to worse. The turtle Farm
continues to exist, and holds the potential for funding sea turtle projects,
doing direct sea turtle conservation themselves (@.9. with the ridleys, which

FLORIDA AUDUBON SOCIETY

921 Lake Sybelia Drive * P, O, Drawer 7 * Maitland, Florida 32751
(305) 647-2615
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Dr. Gacrge Balazs
May 7, 1981
Paga 2

could well be cut off from all federal support with the next year or so), and
dleoc for being allies in the struggle to keep wild products off the market.

Perhapg you have not reached this stage yet, but I find that thingg that I
thought I knew were clearly good or clearly bad become less clearcut as

the vears go by, and &5 T learn more about them and see more of the world.
For example, I don't know if it i3 good or bad to sell the "exotie print"
boots of which you sent me an advertisement. Perhaps they are good, because
they do not consume actual turtles in their manufacture, while still
achieving the same loock; perhaps they are bad, because a market for a "fake™
product may stimulats a market for the real thing; and perhaps - to be even
more complex = turtleg will only be gaved in some countries if they do hawre
thiz sort of commercial value, since an increazing number of countries will
only expend copgervation funds on something that will give them a controllable
take or a cash return. I canmot help reflecting, as I probably told you
before, that Surinam is the only country in South Bmerica where turtles can
be considered to be pafe - and it is the only country doing turtle ranching
at present.

Similarly, is it good or bad for the Japanese to set up hawksbill turtle
farms in Indonesia? It ie bad in that it perpetuates a vogue that I would
sooner they did away with altogether; it is good in that it undertakes to
supply an exigting, and very resilient, market with products that are not
taken from the wild.

Degpite thege pomplications, there are some things that I know are bad -
such az the olive ridley skin industry, all the way from Buarez to the
Italian pimp that wearz his products.

Regarding your specific four pointswhere you sought new information, partial
answars are as follows:

i} I don"t have copies of the new 58C and CITES policiez on ranching, but
eggentially they both have come very close to endoreing projects for ranching
Appendix I species for commercial purposes if the particular population from
which the ranched stock is drawn can stand the preggure [(in which casze 1t
should be downgraded to Appendix IT), and if consarvation benefits of the
ranching operation are evident. I don't have the exact wording, and you

may want to contact CITES or S58C inGland for writtenm material.

1i}] The Farm iz clozed covele to the extent that any shortfall of eggs

since 1978 and in the future will simply have to be absorbed;they will make
less profit from that year's batch of hatchlingas. There ig little problem
in producing enough hatchlings to replace the occasional adult that dies,

g0 if that ig the definition, they are certainly self-gufficient. They had
two seasons of very poor survivability of hatchlings, due to a health problem
that they have now solved by the rather simple expedient of heating the
hatchlings' water Jduring the coolest months of the wyear; using waste heat
from the pumps.

iii}) The Farm had proposed to have an independent team (from Harvard if my
mamory serves me correctly) to evaluate the impact of thelr product on wild

turtle populations. Howewver, the figures that they drew together suggested



bDr. George Balazs
May 7
Fage 3

that they supplied zuch & small part of world turtle product demand at
this stage of the game that they called the project off, assuming that

thelir impact for good or bad would be toc small to detsct. However, I

still think the study showuld be done (though not necessarily under farm
sponsorship) .

iv) Technically, there is no problem in producing a tamper-proof seal
with a special stamp on shipments of farm products through customs around
the world. The only problem is that most countries don't bother inter=
cepting turtle meat of any kind; wild or farmed. The levals of customs
enforcemant in most parts of the world is s=o poor that I have rather little
confidence in the ability of laws and conventions to stop people importing
almost anything. But at least for the US (probably not for the European
countries, which have common market agreements with each other stec.), 1t
should not be difficult to separate farm from wild products at the point
of entry. It may be more difficult down the pike at the retall stage, and
for that reagson I do not favor opening US markets to any turtle products
(though in my more pesgimistic moments I think that may happen anyway).

The BHSE articles did repeat a lot of arguments that we have both heard

for years. But they did make a case that I think is valid in at least one
instance: the evaluation of turtle farming by the conservation community
has not bean characterized by a sense of fair play; rather, it has too
often been "don't confuse me with facts, I know what I believe - turtle
farming 1s bad, and anything that will stop it iz OK." I don'"t belisve that
is a good way to settle disputes.

Bast q‘agarda. a9 eVer,
1
hl,"l.-._/t"\-.-v

Patar C.H. Pritchard, Ph.D.
Senior Vice President
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University of Hawaii at Manoa

Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
P.(0).Box 1346 » Coconut Island s Keneohe, Hawaii #74
Cable Address: UNIHAW

May 20, 1981

Dear Petert

¥hile I respect the views you expressed in your
letter of May 7Tth, they certainly differ from my
own. I'm suprised that you view the"evaluation®

of turtle farming in the manner that you stated

in the last paragraph of your letter. You yourself
have been @ key part of each evaluation that has
taken place, so how could you describe them as not
being characterized by a sense of fair play?
Specifically, I am thinking of the "Principles and
Recommendation® and the Washington Conservation
Strategy, both of which I referred to in my letter.
If you felt that all of the facts weren't being
consideared during the formulatlen of these documents,
youa should have refused to participate and raised
protest.

Quite honestly, I'm just not all that interested

in the turtle farming controvery anymors. At least
until something significant comes along in the way
of facts. I almost fell asleep reading the EHSB
articles, they were so old hat. There exe a lot

of other things involving sea turtles that can
stimilate ones imagination. 1've reached a stage
where I much perfer to focus on them.

I sent Nicholas a copy of my letter to you since some
of the same inguirles had come up over the past several
months. I dislike weiting the.dame thing jwice, so

I just used the xerox machi ﬁfﬁ

Bast wishes for a good su



U5 DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Nstional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

NAT IONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE
Southwest Fisherlies Center
Honolulu Laboratory

P. 0. Box 3830

Honolulu, Hawali 96812

May 22, 1981 ’ F/SWC2 :GHB
TO: - William G, Gilmartin, Leader, Marine and Endangered Species
Investigation, Honelulu Laboratory :

Je /é ;
FROM: George H. Balazs, Fishery Biologist .— et **:::j

SUBJECT: Entanglement of a green turtl&;iﬁ the mooting line of a lobster-larvae
collector in Kaneohe Bay, Oahu

On the morning of May 19, 1981, a green turtle was found entangled in the
3/8-in. nylon mooring line of a lobster-larvae collector situated near the east
side of the Kaneohe Bay Sampan Channel, The turtle was recovered alive float-
ing at the surface by Jason Akamine, an employee of Sea Grant researcher Craig
MacDonald., Based on information provided by Mr. Akamine, the line was entangled
only around the neck, with numerous tight loops present. The turtle was sub-
sequently transferred to one of my sea turtle holding cages at the Hawaii
Institute of Marine Biology on Coconut Island.

Un May 20, 1981, I measured, photographed, tagged, and released the turtle
back intd Kaneohe Bay. The turtle was found to be 62 cm in straight carapace
length, 48 cm in width, and weigh 28 kg (B0 1b). Tissue damage was confined
to the neck region, with abraded open lesions exhlbiting moderate swelling.
Overall, the turtle appeared to be in good condition except for a slightly
concave configuration to the plastron. This may have been due to total evacu-
atlon of the gastrointestinal tract as a result of having been restrained by
entanglement for 48 hours or longer.

| 3

The lobster-larvae collector under discussion measures 2 ft x 2 ft and was
floating at the surface over a depth of approximately 15 ft. The apparatus is
normally serviced once every 2 weeks, but in this instance it had not been
examined for about 1 month. Various invertebrates and algae were growing on the
collector, as mormally occurs with any object placed in the ocean environment
for a period of time. It seems 1ikely that the turtle was attracted to the
cellector for feeding purpose, although this is admittedly somewhat speculative.
However, a green turtle recovered whole from a tiger shark at Midway was found
to have been feeding heavily on pooseneck barnacles, cirripeds that are normally
found growing on floating chjects.

It 18 my understanding that approximately 20 of these lobster-larvae collectors

will soon be moored at French Frigate Shoals, some of which will be placed within
1/2-mile of the various islets. The monitoring schedule apparently only calls for
inspection and servicing once each month, In view of the recent sea turtle/line
interaction in Kaneohe Bay (along with other documentations around the world), it
would seem prudent to examine the collectors at French Prigate Shoals at shorter
periodic intervals, particularly during the early phase of the project which
caincides with the turtle breeding season.



June 23, 1981

Mr. John J. Thompaon
New Zealand Meteorological Service
P. 0. Bex 722

Wallington, New Zealand
Dear John:

Many thanks for your note of June 9th along with the records of thrse
sea turtle observations made between Panama and Sydney. This information
is greatly appreciated, and hopefully more will he fortheoming as
opportunities and circumstances permit.

I have enclosed several sea turtle buttons as 2 smell "reward” to the

three gentlemen that made the sightings (R. J. Cresswell, R. Layeock and
J. Brennan).

agaia, thank you for your continuing help.

Sincaraly,

Gaorge H. Balaza
Assistant Marine Biologist

GHE:md

Encloauras



June 23, 1981

Dr. Richard H. Sams
Alamo Savings Towar East
Suite 707

909 NE Loop 410

San Antonioc, Texas 78209

Dear Dr. Bams:

I was pleased to have the opportunity to meet vou during your short
vidit to French Frigate Shoals on June Sth.

When your paper relating to Whala-Skate Island is publiahed, I would
greatly appreciate receiving a reprinc.

Baat ragards.
Sineceraly,
George H. Balazs
Asajiatant Marine Biologist
GHB:md

Enclosure



May 20, 1981

Dr. William K. Kikuchi
Kaual Community College
RR 1, Box 216

Lihve, Eaual 96766

Daar Dr. Eikuchi:

I enjoyed reading your interesting note on the discovery of a petro-
glyph at Kenomeme Point, Princeville.

On the north shore of Kauai, a short distance to the west of Prince-
ville, there iz 3 coastal site by the Name of HONU POINT, I wvisited the
area last month, but could not find any evidence of sea turtles (honu)
uaing the "beach" or inhabiting the immediata adjacent waters. Do you
have mny information as to the significanca of this place-name? Is it
likely to be of a very old origin? Any hints that you can offer will be
greatly appreciated.

Sinceraly,

Gaorga H, Balazs
dseistant Marine Biologist

GHE ;md
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UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII AT MANOA
HAWAII INSTITUTE OF MARINE BTOLOCY
L .'l. u. lﬂI 1-“'5‘
KNNEOHE, HAWATI 96744

May 18, 1981

Dr. G. Shelton

Mniversity of East Anglis
Horwich ME4 TIJ

ENGLAND

Dear Dr. Shelton:

If coples ara still available, I would greatly

appredéate receiving a reptint of your articla
entitled

"Cardiovaxcular dynamics of the Chelonia
during apnoea and lomg ventilation.”

Thank you wvery much.

Bincarely,

George B, Balazs
Agsiatant Marine Biologiat
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UNIVERSITY OF HAWAIT AT MANOA
HAWATT INSTITUTE OF MARTNE BRIOLOGY
- P. 0. BOX 1346
EANEOHE, HAWATT 96744

May 18, 1981

Br. R. Eaufmann

Inast, Colombo—Aleman
Invest, Cientificas
fianta Marta, COLOMBIA

Dear Tr. Kaufmann:

If coples are still availsble, I would greatly
appreciate recelving = reprint of your articls
entitled "Observaciones sohre el crecimémnto de
fdortugag marinas en cautividad."

Ehank you very much.

Sincerely,

George H. Balazs
Assistant Marine Biologlast

TN PR T T g
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UNIVERSITY OF HAWAIL AT MANOA
HAWATT INSTITUTE OF MARIRE BIOLOGY
P. 0. BOX 1346
KANEOHE, WAWATT 96744

May 18, 1981

Dr., S. Townson

efo Bt#t. Herp.s2oc.
Zool. Soc. London
Repgents Park

London WWl, ENCLAND

Dear Dr. Townson:

I would greatly apprecistas recelvipng a copy of
your artiele entitled "Observations and notes on the
captive breeding of the green turtle on Grand Cayman"
{appearad in TESTUDD).

Thank you very much,

Sincarely,

George H, Balaza
Asgistant Marine Bislogiast
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May 18, 1981

Dr. H. D, Prange
Indiana Universitcy
Bloomington, IN 47405

Dear Dr. Prange:

I would greatly appreciate receiving a
eopy of your artiele (abstract) entitled
"Responses of sea turtles to graded hypoxia.”

Thank you very much.

Sinearaly,

George M. Balarzs
Assistant Marine Bialogist

GHE :md
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May 15, 1981

Dr. D. R, Clark

Fish and Wldlife Service
Patuxent Wildlife Resaarch Center
Laurel, MD 20811

Dear Dr. Clark:

E “ﬂdﬂﬁ:lﬂ? appreciate receiving a reprint of your articls emtitled
Organo rine reaiduss in egges of loggerhead and green sea turtles
nzattng at Herrictt Island.”

Thank you wvary much.

GEORGE H. BALAZS
Assistant Marios Biologist

GHRA:ac



May 15, 1981

&I II- m
9557 Tarrace Pl.
Des Plaines, IL 60016

Dear Mr. Feldman:

E would greatly appreciate recelving a copy of your article entitled
A technique for praparing a turtle shell for display,”

Thank you very wuech.

Sinceraly,

GEDRGE H. BALAZS
Asslstant Merine Biologist

GHE : me



May 15, 1981

Dr. J. H:. Fischthal
State University of New York
Binghamton, NY 13901

Dear Dr, Fischthal:

If eopies are still available, I would greatly appreciate recedving
a reprint of your article entitled "Some digenetic trematodes from
Atlantic hawksbill turtle from Pusrto Rico."

Thank you wvery much.
Sincaraly,

GEORGE H. BALATE
Assistant Marine Biologist

GHE e
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University of Hawaii at Manoa

Hawaii Institute of Marine Biolozy
P.0.Box 13498 & Coconud Island = Kaneohe, Hawaii 08744
Cable Address: UNIHAW

May 15, 1981

Dear Mr, Pai:

I wonder if you ever recieved the attached copied
letter that I sent to you in January?

istanca that you can provide to  this
est would be greatly appreciated.

'_ﬁi;ely, 7
y 4 A / é_.
George/H. Balazs
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Mr. Rogar Pai

MMvision of Comservation
and Rescurces Enforcement

P, 0. Box 1006

Vailukn, Maui 96793

Desr Mr, Pai:

I am writing to ask for your assistanca in obtaining up-to-date
information on green ses turtlas that live in coastal watars and
possibly nest on sand baaches of the Island of Mani, Which shore-
line areas of your island are turtles known to ba the most abundant?
Are you aware of any nestings that have taken place in recent years?
If a0, what beach locations wera utilized?

Any and all help that vyou can provide to this request will be greatly
appreciated. For your convenisnca, I have enclosed a map of Maui for
use in marking tha areas of importance and interast for turtles.

fincerely,

GEORGE H. BALAZS
Assistant Marine Biologist



University of Hawaii at Manoa

" Hawaii Institate of Marine Biology
P.0.Box 1340 & Coconut Island & Keneche, Haweil 8744
Cable Address: UNIHAW

April 29, 1981

Dear

Probably one of the most important activities that we can regularly
undertake as members of the IUCH Marine Turtle Group is to exchange
current information om the blology and conservation of sea turtles.
The foundation of this "information network" would, in my view, be
the timely distribution of journal reprints, reports and other publi-
cations authored by Group members. I would therefore like to suggest
that each of us adopt a policy of automatically sending out such
material to all Group members as soon as it is available for distribu-
tion. A few individuals have already undertaken this courtesy, but
most of us (including myself) have not been doing it on a regular
hasis.

If for some reason you feel that this is not a good idea, by all means
please write to me expressing your views.

Sincerely,

George H. Balazs

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



May 14, 1981

Mr. Claney Graff
Ha Pali Zodiac
P. 0. Box 456
Henalei, Kauai 96714

bBear Clancy:

With the impending arrival of our summer ocean conditions around the
Hawaiian Islande, I would like to ask for your halp in recording sipnificent
observagions of sea turtles made slomg the Na Pall Coast. I am especially
interested in learning of the numbers and locations of any aggregations
that may ba seen in coasgtal waters. Your kind sssistance in this regard
would be greatly appreclated. PFor your convenlence, T have enclosed & self-
addressad stempad emnvalope, ss well as a xerox map of ¥a Pali that can be
marked sand returned to me.

Mghalo for sny help that you can provide. I hope that your tour
sarvice 1s going well.

Sincarely,

Ceorge H. Balazs
Assistant Marine Piologist

Enclosures



University of Hawaii at Manoa

Hawail Institute of Marine Biology
P.0.Box 1346 = Coconut Island « Kaneohe, Hawaii DE744
GCable Address: UNIHAW

May 14, 1981

Mr. B. E. Pauncafort
Administrator
Agrension Island

efo P. 0. Box &608 ASI
Patrick Alr Force Base
Florida 32925

Dear Mr. Pauncefort:

I was very sorry to recently learn that Ascension Island may not be
isguing the set of postal stamps displaying sea turtles, as previously
planned. I do not know what factors are involwved in the selection of auch
stamps, but it is certainly my impression that earlier Ascension fssues
showing turtles have been attractive, well-received and prized by
eollectors. Ascension is one of the world's truly classical sites for a
breeding colony of green turtles (Chelonia mydas). The seasonal presence
of these animals on Ascension's shores, following an amazing navigational
feat from South América, has helped to make your small island famous
mmong the scientific community. These turtles represent g unique wild-
life heritage of wmsurpassed excellence. The pride and stewardship of
vour resldents for the turtles is fully justified, and the issuance of
illuatrative stamps is a fine way to internationally advertise these
attributes.

If there is any way that I can be of ass

matter, as a representative of the IUCH/55C
Group, pleazse do not hesitate to contact me

A //

tance to you in this
Ti Turtle Specialist

Daputy 11‘I:I:I.EI.'I:'I
IUCH /S8 Marine Turtle Specialist
Group

GHE :md

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



May 13, 1981

Mr. Jack Harter
P. 0, Box 306
Lihuwe, Kaual 96766

Dear Mr. Harter:

I want to gincerely thank you for your interesting and informstive latter

of April 30 concerning sightinge of sea turtles around Kaual, and specifically
along the Na Pall coast. I realize that in strietly "sclentific" terms your
cbservatlons might be ecalled subjective by some. However, I cen assure you
that I placa great importance om your information, which is backed-up by
years of sightings as a skilled helicopter pilot. It would be very difficult
indeed for anyone to refute the overall validity of your statements.

Your offer to make daily counts of turtlas for a one-month period in the

Na Pali area ia welcomed and aceeptad with great enthusissm. Alonz with the
actual censuses, it would be important to mote the approximate wind spead
and direction, sea-surface conditiona, the relative sizes of the turtles
(small, medium, large), and some mention of how close to shore they ocecur,
Times of day that the counts are made counld very within the limits of your
flight schadule, in that a prineipal objective of the month-long study would
ba to determine the maximum number of turtlies that can be seen during any one
count.

I believe that it would be best mot to send you a formal data sheet to record
your information. T want you to have full flexibility in writing down as
l1ittla, or ag much, as you care to during each flight. I fully realize that
vour main reasons for being up there are to fly tha helicopter and escort
touriste, not to do research on sea turtles! I have therefore enclosed a
bound booklet that you can use for writing the information as vou sea fit,
Among other things, T am also sending along a supply of Xeroxed maps of the
Na Pali area., You can use these to mark locatioms of turtles as may be needed
to supplement the counts.

I was intrigued by your memtion of seven turtles having recently been seen om
the beach at Nualolo. What time of the day did this take place, and approxi-
mately how far up the beach were they? Do you think that they may have been
nesting, or poasibly land basking (sleeping ashors just mbove=sfie waer's edge)
such as regularly ocours in the Leeward Islands? Mny details that you can
offer will be appreciated.



BEr. Jack Hartar
Page 2
May 13, 1981

If all goes as planned, I will be leaving by chartered aireraft for
French Frigate Shosls on May 25, returning mid te late June. This
will be my ninth consecutive year monitoring and tagging green turtles
at their principal breading site in the Hawailan chain. Humbers of
adult females present sach year have ranged from 95 te 250. No trends
are apparsnt.

If sny exciting observations of turtles are made on EKaual betwesn now and
the 25th, or after June, please feel free to telephone me collect at my

officas (247-6631 and 946-2181) or at homa (395-6409). I am always anxious
to learn more about Hawaiisn turtles.

Again, many thanks for offering to record sightings of turtles.
Sfincerely,

Gearge H, Balezs
Agelstant Marine Biologist



U5, DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Mational Dceanic and Atmaospheric Administration
HAT IOMAL MARIME FISHERIES SERVICE

Southwest Fisheries Center

Honalulu Laboratory

P. 0. Box 3830

Honolulu, Hawall 96812

Hay 4, 1981

Mr. Robert G. Davidscn
‘Jepartmant of Fisherles

and Allfed Aquacultures
Auburn University, Alcbama 36349

Dear Mr. Davidson:

I have only recently obtained your correct mailing address, therefore I am
sending you a copy of the letter that I posted back in February, but undoubtedly
never reached you. Your curriculum vitae and letter to Wayne Baldwin were brought
to my attention, ir that I am a staff member of the Hawall Ingtitute of Marine
Blology under comtract to the ‘atlonal Marine Figheries Service.

I do hope that you can provide me with some of the answers to gquastions posed

in my lecter of February 25th. I would also greatly appreclate recelving a

eopy of the "efficacy report"” on the Aleipata Hatchery that you mentioned in
your vitae, Unfortunately, I was not provided with a copy of this document while
in Western Samoa.

O s aE
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I look forward to haaring from you st your sarlisst coavemisncs.
Sincaraly,
Gaorge E.
rishery Blolezist

Talofa.

GHE:dihe



UNIVERSITY OF HAWAIT AT MANOA
Hawedi Institute of Marine Biology
P.0. Box 1346 -~ Coennnt Island - Kaneoha, Hawaii 96744
Cable Address: UNTHAW

Hay 4, 1981

Dr. Jacques Fretey

Laboratoire des Reptiles et Amphibiens
Museum Hational 4d'Histoire Naturelle
25, Fue Cuvier

75005 Paris, France

Char Collegus:

I am writing to thank you very much for your letter of B April

1981, and the sample of Axaflex tags used in your research pro-

ject. TYour sssistance in this matter is greatly appreciated. I

hum'tﬁﬂthlihmyﬂfmﬂulmﬂﬂmhfﬁmun
ter to:

Dr. Steven Cormelius
ER3, Box 216

Mountain View, M0 65548
TEA

Dr. Cornelius has used similar plastic tage to tag alive ridleys
on the Pacific Coast of Costa Rica,

Can you tall me if any corrosion has occurred in the metal (Mopel)
tags you have used?

Best megards.

GEORCE M. BALAZS
Assistant Marine Biologist

GHR:ec



University of Hawaii at Manoa

Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
P.CEBox 1348 « Coconwl Isband « Kaneohe, Hawall 86734
Ceble Address: UMIHAW
May =, 1981

Dear Mr., Duerr:

I regret to inform you thet I will have to cancel
plana for a research vislt to the Village durlng
May. Changes in the alr transportatlon to the
Northwestern Hawallen Islands willl force me to
leave for this destination sconer than I had
anticipated.

I will comtamct you ageln in July to see what
Brrang nta might be convenlent at that time.

J

Best r¢gards and ﬁluhléi
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University of Hawaii at Manoa

“Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
P.0LBox 1346 & Coeonut Island & Kaneohe, Hawaell 86744
Cahle Address: TTRIHAW

April 16, 1981

Mr. Fred Duerr

Vice President and General Manager
Kona Village Resort

P. 0. Box 1299

¥aupulehu, Kona, HI 96740

Dear Mr. Duerr:

Many thanks for your letter of March 31st indicating a willingness to
allow turtle tagging studies for a 3-4 day period in coastal waters of the
Village. I am very pleased indeed to learn of your interest and expression
of cooperation.

1 have just returned from a week of field work on Kauai, and next week
I will be searching for new turtle foraging pastures on Maui. During the
entire month of June I will be at French Frigate Shoals in the Northwestern
Hawaiian Islands tagging adult turtles while they are nesting, In view of
this relatively intensive field schedule, I would prefer to visit the Village
(with my assistant) for 3-4 days sometime between May 11th and 18th. If this
time period is agreeable with you, I can work up the exact dates and communi-
cate them to you by May Ist. To facilitate your response, I have enclosed a
self-addressed post card.

1 will plan to bring along an assortment of color slides for use in a
30-40 minute talk on Hawaiian sea turtles.

Best regards, and once again thank you for your help.

Sincerely,

George H. Balazs
Assistant Marine Biologist

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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May &, 1981

Mr. Michael Weber

Sea Turtle Rescug Fund Coordimstor
Center for Environmentsl Educatiom
1925 ¥ Street, NW - Buite 206
Washington, D, C, 20006

Dear Mr. Weber:

As requested in your letter of Bebruary 20th, I am sending you my
review comments on the draft manuscript "Worldwide Map of Sea Turtle
Hunts.? Owerall, I think this is an excellent undertaking that will
receive widespread support end aceeptance.

Plesse send me two coples of the final completed report.

Sincerely,

Cearge W, Balaza
Assistant Marine Biologist

CHE ymd



May 6, 1931

Mr. Derak Green

Texas Memorial Museium
The University of Texas
Austin, Texss 78705

Dear Deralk:

As requested, I have daveted time to reviewing your interesting manu—
seript detailing leng-distance tagerecoveries of Galapagos green turtles,
My comments and suggestions have been written directly on the manuscript
vwhich T am returning to you. I think you are well on the way to producing
a fine publication on an important sspect of your results. Before you
submit tha manuseript to a journal, I would, however, recommendl that you
consider the following.

1. On pages 13-14, you express some appavently serious reservations as to
whether or mot your tag recoveries represent "true migraciems." I
wondar 1f you might feel more comfortable replacing the word "migrations"
in yomr title with "long-distance movements" or "post-hreeding movemants™?
dlso, it seems to me that the word "international" in your title imposes
restrictions Iin your discussion, The key factor here, in my opinion, is
that the "movements" or "migrationa" cover great distances. Tha fact
that they are "international" will sutomatically be covered in the text,
and can ba emphasizad in the appropriate sections.

1, The manuscript needs to be tightened-up in organizationdl formst, and’
reatructured to conform more with the traditional scientific exposition
of: Introduction, Materisls and Methods, Results, DMscugssion, snd
Conclusions. Many of the section headings that you now have can fall
as sub-headings vnder these principal headings.

3, T eatimate that the manuscript can be shortened by sbout 15% without any
loss of data or information. I am sure that this will be recommendad by
the journal editor when first submitted, so you might want @c get & head
start on the problem.

I appreciate having the opportunity to help you out on this publication
project. Although you said in your letter that you would be sending the




Mr. Derek Green
May 6, 1981
Page Z

manuscript to John Hendrickson and me before {ournal submission, I think 1t
would be a very good idea to also have it reviewed by Peter Pritchard and
Anna Meylan,

Best regards.
Sincerely,
George H. Balazs
Assistant Marine Biologist
GHE:md

Enelosare



University of Hawaii at Manoa

Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
P.0.Box 13408 ¢ Coconut Island & Eaneohe, Hawail T4
Cable Address; UNIHAW

May 6, 1981

Mr. Derek Green

Texas Memorial Museum
The University of Texas
Austin, Texas 78705

Dear Derelk:

4As requested, I have devoted time to reviewing your interesting manu-
script detailing long-distance tag recoveries of Galapagos green turtles,
My comments and suggestions have been writtenm directly on the manuscript
which I am returning to you, I think vou are well on the way to producing
a fine publication on an important aspect of vour results. Before you
submit the manuscript to a journal, I would, however, recommend that you
consider the following.

1. On pages 13-14, you eXpress some apparently serious reservations as to
whether or not your tag recoveries represent "true migraticns." I
wonder if you might feel more comfortable replacing the word "migrationa"
in your title with "long-distance movements" or "post-breeding movements"?
Also, it seems to me that the word "international” in your title imposes
restrictions in your discussion. The key factor here, in my opinion, is
that the "movements" or "migrations" cover great distances. The fact
that they are "international" will automatically be covered in the text,
and can be emphasized in the appropriate sectioms.

2. The manuscript needs to be tightened-up in organizational format, and
restructured to conform mere with the traditional scientific exposition
of: Introduction, Materials and Methods, Results, Discussion, and
Conclusions. Many of the section headings that you now have can fall
a4s sub-headings under these principal headings.

3. T estimate that the manuscript can be shortened by about 15% without any
loss of data or information. I am sure that this will be recommended by
the journal editor when first submitted, so you might want to get a head
start on the problem. .

I appreclate having the opportunity to help you out on this publication
project. Although you said in your letter that you would be gending the

AN EQUAL OPFFORTUNITY EMPLOYER



LLE. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

NAT |OMAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE
southwest Flisheries Center
Honolulu Laboratory

P. 0. Box 3830

Honolulu, Hawali 96812

April 27, 1981 F/SWC2 :GHR

Dr. Elliote Jacobson

J. Hillis Miller Health Center

Division of Laboratory Animal
and Wildlife Medicine

P. 0. Box J-b

Galnesville, FL 32610

Dear Dr. Jacobsoni

I appreciated your letter of April 9th describing some of your important
findings with respect to the generation of papillomas in green turtles., I am
afrald that there 1s very little more that I can offer in the way of information
on this problem in Hawaiian waters. I believe that I sent you a copy of my
National Marine Fisheries Service green turtle "synopsis." Pages 20-22 of this
report contain some discussion of the subject, based almost totally on the
results of Dr. Harshbarger's analyses of preserved specimens. I don't believe
that evidence of trematode eggs wag detected in this material,

If it would be beneficlal to your work, I can plan to excise, preserve, and
ship to you the next case of tumor material that comes to my attention. Dead
and stranded turtles afflicted with tumors are a2 fairly regular occurrence here
in Hawaii. On the average, I have the opportunity to salvage such material
about once in every 2 months.

in/when your time permits. In the
r and ask him about the possible pres-
specimens.

I look forward to hearing from you a
mnantima' I will write to John Harshbar
ence of trematode eggs in our Hawaii

¢ George Hy Balazs
Fishery/Biologiat
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April 22, 1981

Mr. Jack Hartar
F. 0. Box 306
Lihue, Faual 96766

Dear Mr. Harter:

T am writing to ask if you can provide me with sowme currant information
on your frequency of sighting sea turtles along the Na Pali Coast, or else-
where on the island of Kanal., Have the numbers of turtles that you have
observed over the past few vears increassed, decrassad, or remained about the
aama?

I realize that your helicopter tour service keeps you very buasy, but 1
would greatly appreciate hearing from you on this metter. For your com-
venienca I have enclosed a stamped, self-addreased envelope for a reply.
Thank you for any help that you are able to provide,

Beat repards.
Sincerely,
Gaorge H. Balaea
Ansistant Marine Biologist
GHE s eacd



April 22, 1981

Mr. Red Johngon
Fapillon Hallcoptars
Box 608

Hanalei, Kausi 96714

Dear Mr. Johnson:

I am writing to ask for Your asaistance in providing me with information
on the sightings of sea turtles alomk the Na Pal and other coastal aresg of
Xaval. At which locations are ses turties most frequently seen during
helicopter flighta, and in approximately what numbers do they cecur?

Any and all help that wou can give to this request will be preatly
appreciated. Tor your convenience, T have enclosed s stamped and self-
addrassed envelope, as wall as merox maps that cen be merked and returned
to me.

Beat regards and Alocha,

Sincerely,

Georpe H. Balass
Asaistant Harine Biologist

CHE ymd

Enelosureg



April 29, 1981

Dr. Thomas Laughlin FfCM3

Office of Resource Conservation snd Mamagement
Hational Marine Fisheries Service

Washington, D. €. 20235

Dear Dr. Laughlin:

I am writing to ask if you would sllow me to use your alide of a tiger
shark (mouth open, attacking a sea bird) in a coler booklet I am cur-
rently preparing on the Northwestern Hawalilan Islanda., Bill Gilmartin,
my colleagus at the ¥MFS Homolulu Lab, recently showed me a print of
this unique and excellent photograph taken at Lisisnski Island.

If permission ig granted, I will see to it that you receive full photo
credit, as well as two frea coplea of the book (retail price will be
approximately $5), The book will contain about 100 color photos in all,
with a total of approximately 85 pages. It will be distributed in
Hawail through the Oriental Publishing Compamy.

Rather than borrowlng your slide for the extendad publication periocd
(5-10 months), I would prefer to have a high-quality duplicate made
professionally here in Honolulu, The duplicate could be retained for
publiecation purposes, and your original slide could be returned to you
in a few daya.

I lock forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience.

Sincarely,

George H. Balaza
Assistant Marine Biologist



April 29, 1981

Ma. Marisnne Reidman

Center for Coastal Marine Studies
Division of NHatural Sciences
Applied Bcilences Building
University of California

Santa Cruz, CA 95064

Daar Harianne;

Thanks very much for sending me the prepublication copy of your article
dealing with white sharks. I had forgottem that I had requested it, but
it was & most welcome arrival. As you will see from the encloaad, I
have also recently finalized a paper relating to sharks. This is some-
what ironic in view of a simllar paper covering California and Oregon
that just sppearad in the California Fish snd Game Bulletin. You have
probably alresdy seen the paper in that it discusses some aspects of
white shark predation on marine memmals.

At the present time, I will prefer not to send you all of the informationm
on elephant seals in Hawaiian waters that I have assembled. My reason is
that I would like to get it published in some form before it is used by
others in print. I trust that you will understand this position, and
bear with me until a menuseript can be finalired. I should mention,
however, that only ome tag recovery has been made, and most of the
specifics on this were previously commmicated by me to Dr. LeBoef. At
that time, I told him that I would include the tag recovery with two
other sightings and prepare a short paper entitled "Elephant Seals in
the Northwestern Hawaiian Islends" by G. H. Balazs, J. B, Glezentanner,
G, Means, and B. LeBoef. I still haven't worked up the manuseript, but
I promise it will be forthcoming. Theee atypical subjects do eventually
receive ny attention, as evidenced by the enclosed shark artiecle.

Beat regards.
Sincerely,
George H. Balaze
Assistant Marine Biologist
mik



