


Hniversity of Torouto

DEPARTMENT OF ZCOLOGEY

RAMSAY WRIGHT ZOOLOGICAL LABDRATORIES
=8 HARBORD STREET
TORCHTSO M58 181, ONTAMIC, CANADA March 12, 1982

Dr. George Balazs

Hawail Institute of Marine Biology
University of Hawaii at Manoa

F.0. Box 1346

Coconut Island

Kaneohe

Hawail 96744

Dear George,

I'm glad all parties were satisfied with the outcome of your
tagging article, I do try to keep things moving along and get things
out when they are topical, and that all relates to the particular
meéthods we use for printinmg the MHIN.

I note with Iinterest your points on Indonesia and Wood's articles.
fince the Indonesian article was a reprint, it would have heen
impossible to alter the tiltle without drawing more attention to the
problem, and getting drawn Into that lssue.

With respect to fee or donatlon at the Farm, it 1s difficult to get
details of how it all works. I was happy to have an account of their
releases down on paper. Whatever one mavy think of farming turtles io
general, much interesting scientific materis]l seems to have come from
there, and they do rather better than some biologists in telling
people what they are doing on releases and such.

In reply to your question, I don't know if CTF products are being
gold in Canada at present.
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Lomnrandors
LA = Vitpin Islands
S5t. Croix = Lestherhsack
Turtles
To ! PMireetor, Fish and Y{1d14ife Servies

.
Sy

Froe Arsoaeiate Dicnetor = Federe! tfeelstance

Subjeck: Acouisition of Hobltst for Endangnfed Species

The recmion hes reconccpded the fee title purchase of 230 scres of beach and
vplend Ruffer on the soutlweztern ti of St. Croix im the Virrin Islande with
a2 pand-cining reservation. Costs are nov estirated at 52.5-3.0 million for
acquisition, £15,000 for awnual revenue sharing payrents and 535,000 for
enmal 0 & M. The principal objective ie the protection of a prime nectings
glite for the Enﬂgnﬁered legtherback turtle. The tract includes all of the
‘ceslenated critical habitat on the islend (155 acres), plus an adjacent strip
of wpland. The eining of sand would be percitted on 25 acres of non-critical
hatitet for a pericd of tire since this is a cajer source for a critical
construction caterial Iin shert supply Iin these islande. The gros 1 about
1,150 oiles southesst of Hismi. The landovoer {(West Indies Developroent
Corporétion) is willing to eell the property and mequicition is gupported by
the Virgin Irlands. It would he administered as part of the Caribbean refupe
complex.

he leatherback turtle has otlier nesting areas but 21l the other major mestinog
Eecchice gre loezated ocutelde the U.5. jurizsdiction: rost ere at bepch locariooe
&long the equeter (5t. Croix Is 1B" north of the equater). This acquisition
_wag recomcended by the VWeorld Conference oo See Turtle Conservaticn and 1r is
balievad thet such actione would strengthen the credibility of the U.5. and
egtsblish & dezirable precedent for other natiens.

Lurine the mestine geason, the ferele comer ashore, digs & nest cavity, and
laye aporozimately B0-%) erce before covering thoz. She cen only move forward
and cannot “hack op.” The ferale repeats this process severzl tices during
the nesting season extendios from Marech through July. The hatchlinga emerge
at airht aheut O0=70 daveg later and, in = notural state, are attracted to the
ecean by reflected lipht on the water. Unfortunately, the city lightse of
Fredoriketed can nlso atrrect them and the hatchliinge soeetirés head inland
and Lecome strended in the vegetative rim of the beach. Therefore, inland
lichte chould *o sinirized, or a =arninp petrol =ust search the inland raTgin
ent rmove Lhe turtles tn open uwiter vhers predotion eay be ver¥ hirh elpnce
shorks and orker predators patrol nezrkr, These factors peint up some of the
potestfidl ranacerent proklers,



Trreats to the beach srea are principally froo developrent, since the present
=anin~ ig for "waterfront pleasure.” Thie depignatien pernits construction of
ginple—farily dwvellinrs, conmercial establishments, marinas, hotele, and the
1ike. Sand mining is also a threat since this beach represents the largest
deposit of carbonate s#nds in the Virpin Islapdss Epp poaching is practiced
by people and seme ep~e are leet due to roncoocse predetieons, The adult turtles
Love ooly licmited comrerelsl wveles., Life hiztory inforsetion e meoefar.

Ceior alterpatives considered icoclude (1) the acguisition of the sarme acresge |
but elirinating all sand wminine {in which ezse there would be economie
Lerdship and adwvsrge prhiic rezetiob gipee the albernirive. gpurce of
cornetruction sand Would be principally fron more costly isrotter), (2) purchsse |
. 6f the entire ovnership incleding lends back of the ealt-pond (thie har sone
merit.since the edditional lands are woed by the least tern——a locelly listed |
guntansered spocles——and the brewn pelicep=-on the Federzl list. It nleo
contalne en archeolopical site of some sipnificence. but the cost weuld be &n . i
PFE‘“ tes 53,700,000), (3) purchese of an erviroorental egesment or: tbe - .
é;;.a.:cﬂ Freperty Ethiﬁ would prevent development bub Vould cozt ap esticated '
={1lion and give fewer managerent options than the pr:ferrtﬂ ‘alternative),
{4) purchese only the eritical hahitat (this would ptullﬂﬂ only lirited
contrel of predators end developrent inland of the beach grea-—cost would be
2 an estimated %1,750,000), and (5) no action (im which case future developrent |
of the area would proceed -along the lines already planned with the cessation |
“of rost or all of the egp-laying activities of the turtle st this location).

FEPA complisnca i evidenced by &n Environsectal Aspesgrant and FOHSI. The
action would he consietent with the Executive Orders on flood plains and
vetlande. There are no historiczl or archeocleorical resourcee oo the Eract
proposed for scquieition. The bological opinion was thet the action proposed
would procote the congervation of the Jdeatbetrbaek, hawkebill; and preen
turtlae and “preserve the lestherback ses turtle's Critical Habitasr,”

The genzpement ohjective would b= to protect and inocreaes the popelation of
leatherback bturtles that oest on Sandy Polnt. Steffiog reguirements would be
for at leest one full-rir= person during the period from Harch 15 through
Septeozter 15. MEnazement would be desipped to protect nests from predators,
vand=zlz, znd poachers by means of reculsr petrols: protect nests by mesns of
tranninr or precdacer guarde principally ageinst feral dogs end monpoosce;
ecntrel of huran eecess by postinz, fencine, regulsation, etcs) and consolidste
Anc continue rexearch on the species.



I recomcend your epproval to mequire the -area penerally described as the

preferred elternative.

the evailability ef funds in telation to other needs end priocrities.

Tiring and priority of the action would be dietzted by

Hormal

source of fundes would e rhe Land and Warer Conservaticn Fund.

Concur!

: {sgd) Walter B, McAllester
Associate DMMrecteor = Wildlife Fosources
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UMITED $TATES
BEFARTMENT OF COMMERCE
HATIONAL GCEANIC AMD ATMOSFHERIC ATHMINISTRATION . 1”“"':",1;‘“: ::E:' Hl.l:“l
MATIONAL MABINE FISHERIES SERVICE FEA - OMM

HORTHWEST ARD ALARCA FISHERIES CEMTER
HATIOMAL MARIHE WAMMAL LABCRATIRY
THM) SAND FQIMT WAY MU ILDG. 33
SEATTLE, WASHIMNOTON P18
CFFCIAL BUSIMESS

REFLY ATRL
(Fieam Prink)

Goorge . Ru oz

ot war. Bige  Seivre
Foustd [bomto

Po.Bot 2830

IK‘I‘DWL.LL.J ,l,f“wu; ?&Ef:l



| g ot 3
{ lly Riry Hopkin

k
Co-Leadars: Petor C.H. Pritchard, Ph.D. s Jo
Florida Audubon Saciety South Careding Wildlife and Marine Resources Dept.
P.0. Dirawer 7, Maitlard, FL 32751 P, Box 12559, Charlestan, 5. Caroling 29472
|305) 647-2615 {803} 795-6350

Membars: &.E. Dammann, Ph.D.; Otto Florschutz ; Charles Futch; Donald Geeagan; HoO. Hillestad ; Robere Jones; Miltsn Kaufmann; Fon Odom;
Larry Ogren; Glen Uirich

HMFS Coordinator: Dr. Joseph Syivester, NMFS, Duval Bullding, 9450 Koger Boubevard, 5L Petersburg, FL 33702, (813) 893-3721
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gea Turtle Research Workshop
3t. Simons Island Cesino
Beachview Drive
St. Simons Island, Georgia

1-2 April 1982

Gponsorad by
Georgla Department of Watural Besources

Coastal Resources Division

The final agenda for this year's Sea Turtle Workshop is enclosed and,
hopefully, meets the nesds of as many people as we have been able to ac-
commedate. The format of the individual toples will be up to the speaker.
Some will choose to lead group discusslons and others will choose to present
more formal talks on their topic. Whatever the format, we are expecting a
productive session that will bring many of the regions sea turtle researchers
and propagationists together, and lat them reassociate with their fellows
and absorb some new information. Hopefully, a sumsary of the topics pre-
sented will be mailed out to any interested persons sometime after the
meeting.

We'll see you at the meeting!
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Sea Turtle Research Workshop
1-2 April 1982
St. Bimons Ie., Georgpia

Thursday, 1 April 1982

0ad0 hrs Coffee and Douwghnuts
0330 hre. Welcnmiﬁg Addresg =

Dr. C. Bobert Shoop, University of Rhode Island
0900 hrs FProblems in Studying Nesting Beaches -

James Richardson, University of Georgia
1000 hrs H“HTagging Programs: Cost Vs, Benefits -

Dr. Wancy Thompzon, NMFS = Mlami
1100 hrs Predation on Kesting Beaches =

Sally Hopkinz, 5.C. Wildlife & Marine Resources
1200 hrs Lunch
1300 hrs Evaluation of Habitats, Movements, Activity Patterns

= with Telemetry -

Tom Murphy, 5.C. Wildlife & Marine Resources
1400 hrs Causes of Mortality -

Robert Schoelkopf, Marine Mammal Stranding Center
1500 hrs Life History Unknowns -

Dr. L. M. Ehrthart, Univers ity of Central Florida
1600 hrs hatimatin& Pupulatlun Sizes and Trends —

: Dr. C. Robert Shoop, University of Rhode Island

1700 hrs Adjourn
1900 hrs Discussion lepders readjourn to summarize tha discuszziaca
Friday, Z Aoril 19482
GOl bew LoFE and Botsxnat
Uasd hes oyl vy ErPLolesney DeviseE (TEDF -

H¢LLuu Foaufman, Fund For. Animals
04900 hrs Infnrmatiun Exchange —

James Sternberg, Center for Environmental Education
1000 hre Federal Funding Status and WATS -

Fred Perry, HMFS
1100 hrs Summary Prescntations
1230 hres Adjourn
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| to: premier of gueensland
E

from: Lee talbot, oirasctor generzl, international union for
conseprvatian of naturza and natural resourcas

concarning issue ¢f progosed reslcential gevelopuent =% S i 1
JERiNd mon reaus cgach near jundaber; jueensland, iuen
pesoscifully urzss govit 1o coansioer:

1. resorts 1o worlkd conferance on ez turtla consarvation,
gasaingtan, d.c. 1077 gemonstrates insvitasle dilsappsarancs
af turile nesting concantrations ehersver incompatible
payzloomant allowed in praximity.

2 eyen hapitat oeterisration is & major destruciiva factor
affecting sea turtles worldaloe.

3. mon recos oeach is particularly inmcortant area for nignly
endanjarac Lagzgernead and other sneciss.

4, =men reacs ls thez most sliznificant malnlang roodsry ani ing
Larzest of its xind in austratia. 1ts Llocatian affars
unusual opportunities for education, interpratation and
mainienance of the resgurcs.

it is nhopesc tne governmant wiLl upheld tne decision to maintaln
these unlgue natural values.

aF

gLdpran aad14le

22a18 iuchn ch

. Sewt by Llee Tolbot, TUCN



UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAIMESVILLE, 32811

DEPARTMENT OF Z0OLOGY
21 BARTRAM HALL
Be-TE3-1107

s 1982

Monsieur Mkosi Luta Kingengo
B.P. 5025
Luanda/Angola

Dear Monsieur Kingengo:

Thank you for your letter to Dr. Carr reguesting information from the
IUCN Marine Turtle Specialist Group. We are pleased to hear of your plans
to initiate a sea turtle program in Angola. One of our Specialist Group
members, Dr. George Hughes, is particularly knowledgeable about sea turtles
in the southern African region, including Angola, and you may want to
correspond with him about your program. His address is on the enclosed 1ist
of our Group members,

As far as references are concerned, the best single source of information
that I can recommend is the forthcoming publication, Biology and Conservation
of Sea Turtles. This 15 a symposium volume containing some 60 papers that
were presented at the 1979 World Conference on Sea Turtles. It will be
available late this summer from Smithsonjan Institution Press, Washington,

D.C. For more reference material, you may want to write Dr. Nicholas Mrosovsky,
(address on the 19st) to have your name added to the mailing 1ist of the

Marine Turtle Mewsletter., This publication always contains a number of articles
by sea turtle researchers as well as a list of current publications. It is
available upon request free of charge.

For educational aids, I suggest you contact Dr. Jacques Fretey, also a
member of our group. I believe he can give you the source for educational
posters in French concerning sea turtles, Also, World Wildlife Fund has
recently announced that a French version of the excellent slide show "Turtles
in Danger” is available through WWF/IUCN International Education Project,
Greenfield House, Guiting Power, Glos, GL54 5TZ, United Kingdom. This is
a series of 35mm color slides with an accompanying text, It is extremely
useful for public education purposes.

Enclosed are some publications which T hope will be of interest to you.
We wish you success with your program in Angola and look forward to hearing
from you about its development. Please let us know if we can be of any further
assistance.

Sincerely,

L l-l.l"
ALE A~
Anne Meylan, nda Officer

IUCN Marine Turtle Specialist Group
cc: George Balazs
George Hughes

AMS T jw

BOLAL FRPLOYMINT OPPORTURTY AFFIAMATIVE ACTHIN IMPLOYER



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Mational Dceanic and Atmospheric Administration
MNATIOMAL MARINE FISHERIES SERWVICE

SEFC, Panama City Laboratory

3500 Dalwood Beach Road

Fanama City, FL 32407

February 23, 1982 F/SECS :LHO :mag

Dr. Archie Carr, Chairman

IUCH Marine Turtle Specialist Group
Department of Zoology

Univereity of Florida

Gainegville, FL, 3251l

Dear Dr. Carr:

I gladly accept your invitation to serve ancther term
as & member of the Marine Turtle Specialist Group. I will
do all T can to participate in the Group's future activities
and to keep in touch with your office on important sea
turtle events.

Sincerely yours,

/i

Larry H. Ogren
Fisghery Bioclogist
[(Research)

coi
F/SECS - E. Makamira
F/SECXd - H. Kumpf




March 24, 1982

Genorge Ralazs

Hawali Imstitute of Marine Biology
PO Box 1346

Coconut Island

Kanoehe, HI 96744

Dear Mr. Balazs:

Thank you for reviewing the draft of Sea Turtle Hunts Through-
out the World. I have enclosed a complimentary copy of the final
publication which I hope is of use to you in vour efforts to con-
serve sea turtles. Because of vour efforts and expertise, the
most up-to-date compilations of sea turtle nesting beaches and
hunts have been distributed to scientists, policy-makers and con-
servationists throughout the world.

The Sea Turtle Rescue Fund has taken the initiative to get
important information about sea turtles out to the people who
make decisions about the future of turtle populations. In doing
this, new lines of communication between scientists, politicians
and conservation organizations have been activated and will hope-
fully continue to be affective.

N
— In order to keep information about sea turtle nesting beaches
and hunts up-to-date, please send any new information te the Sea
= Turtle Rescue Pund for incorporation into future editions of the
Worldwide Distribution of Sea Turtle Mesting Beaches and Sea

Turtle Hunts Throughout the World.

Thank you again for your review of this publication, Addi-
tional copies of Sea Turtle Hunts Throughout the World (55.00)
are available from:

Circulation Manager

Center for Environmental Education
624 9th S5t. NW

Washington, DC 20001 USA

Sincerely yours,

ames Sternberg
Research Associate

Enclogure

Center for Enviromnmental Education
624 9th Street, NW  Washington, DC 20001 [202) 737-3600
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MUSEUM OF COMPARATIVE ZOOLOGY @
The Agassiz Museum

HARVARD UNIVERSITY . CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02138 . TEL. 617 495-2446
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TEENC Colin J. Limpus
1 _._:a;-;;f;:.::..h Home: P, r:i'l Box 189 Business: !];dultlj:nuldl‘arks and Wildlife Service
B R Te—— Aidtkenvale allarenda
= if"ia s - Townsville, 4814 Townsville, 4810
= o i Australia Anstralia
Telephane 73-2674 Telephame T4-1411

11th March, 1982,

Mr. George Balaza;
Hawaii Institute of
Marine Biology,

P.0, Box 1346,

Coconut Island, EKaneche,
Hawaii. 96744,

bear Georga,

Hi, I've arrived home from my usual 4-5 months of turtle field work. So that you don't
complain that I never write to you I've brought your letter to the top of the heap.
How's that for service. We had a busy summer. Our second bigpest green nesting since
I began my green study in 1974 - possibly the second largest in some 20 vears.
Fortunately I had teams on Herom, Raine, Wreck Island, MNorth West Island, Lady Musgrave
Ialands ag well as on the Mainlsnd st Mon Bepos and Wreck Rock. John Parmenter had

a team at Peak and Wild Duck Islands (flatbacks). We weren't out to tag everything
but we tagged over 6000 females. Recaptures were plemtiful. My first batch of Titanium
tags is in use. The metal is a bit softer than monel and the design of the tag needs
gsome modification but 1'm confident that they will putlast the monel. Have you heard
anything more on a supply of Inconel 625 tags?

Re Bustard's caretta from New Caledonia. Why not quote me ss saying that as the only
person who has tagged turtles at Mom Repos I have no record of a loggerhead tapgped at
HMon Repos being caught at New Caledonia. I am writing my PhD at present on caretta

in eastern Australia. (That is the reasom for wirtually none of my caretta work having
been published to date) and I will try to rationalise Bob's distribution maps in that.

You will find if you read my papers as they come along that I am tsking Bob's ideas
apart oné at a time while I hope retaining the best of his work and adding to it.

We had an unexpected 3 fermochelys nest on the Wreck Rock beach in January and they
gave us 5 clutches. This allowed us to include fermochelys in our sex determination
studias. Im ad&ltlﬂn we have cnnttﬂuFd Lo Ldnntlfj 4 very poor hatchling success for
Ehe fermochelys

m We have had 100%
failure of many of the totally undisturbed clutches over the years we'we been recording
on these beasts, I'm not sure whether it is & feature of Dermochelys generally or

just our "waife'. Certainly they perform poorly by comparison with over other species
on the same beaches. For all their problems though they are certainly magnificent
turtlea.



- .

We are still running a battle with the real estate developer who wants to open up for
housing 100 m from the high tide mark at Mon Repos. Unfortunately it is no longer
biology but politics that is the name of the game, BStill I'm confident that we will
extend the Mon HRepos environmental park beyond its current 40 m width to something
mora substantial as a result of current stirring.

Yours sincerely,

i

G.J. LIMPUS.

CJL:DH
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Dear W i

POy Bos 1R
Witkenvale
Teownsyville
Apsrrabia

Telephone 73-2674

L

Hasiness:

Matfona! Parks and Wildlife Sorvice
P |]1||L||-]|J

Townswville. 4510
Ausiralia
Telephone 74-141 1

Meville McLachlsn and hiz wife Bev will be wvisiting the United States of America

Kew is & primary school teacher whe has been a

between April smd July, 1982,
volunteer assgistant in my Turtle Resesrch progremme for 11 wears.

For a pumber of

years he and hig wife have supervised the tagging programme st our Wreck Rock Study

Beach.

I zm keen for them to broaden their experience with
that they contact you if they are visiting your ares.

L=l

o5 turtle studies &nd |

have suggested

Any Bssistance you can provide
by introducing them to your local turtle research teams would be appreciated.
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COMVENTION ON INTERMATIOMAL TRADE N ENDANGERED SPECIES OF WILD FAUMA AND FLORA

SECRETARIAT
aln IUCH, avenue du Ment-Blano Talax ; 22618 juen ch Telagrams ;
CH - 1188 Gland, Switzarland Tal, ; (D22) 6432584 IUCHATURE GLAND
Red, :
D/1/1.53 " Dbr. George H. Balaze
JB/srr/16 Deputy Chadirman

Marine Turtle Group

Hawali Institute of Marine Biclogy
F.O. Box l3de

Eaneohe Hawaii

96744

U.S.A.

Gland, 11 February 1982

Dear Dr. Balagzs,

I am sending you herewith a copy of a proposal from Suriname to
transfer the Surinamese population of the green turtle (Chelonia

mydas) from Appendix I to Appendix II pursuant to New Delhi
Resolution on Ranching Conf. 3.15 as well as coples of letters to

and from Dr. Archie Carr. I alsc attach a copy of my letter to Suriname
requesting additional informaticen. I have not yet recaived any answer
but any information will be copied to you as soon as received.

your assistance in this matter will help the Secretariat to make its
recommendation to the Parties.

Best regards,

¥ours sincerely,

.| '.IL-.L-_-{_._.‘- ]
|

"'lr'

nes Berney

Jai
Actiing Secretary General

s gy et fer Cansarvation of Mature and Natural Resourcas on behalf

ASD o

i
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for the
BURTHAM GREFN BFA TURTLE RANOHING PROJEQT

£y

, “.The Convention on Intarnational Trade in Endangered Species of Nild Fauna

and Flors (CITES) is & trads conventlon, ut one in whioch the ﬂﬂﬂllﬂlﬂ:ﬁl

of endangered uuuiu plnr- & orucial role. To soms, t.nd- and conssrvation
‘appear mtﬂlnthu and have automatically been rﬂgmid. as mutually sxclusived
On the contrary, thesa two motivitiss should not necessarily be considered as
& dichotomy bacauss, when properly appliasd, trads can bu pade a powsrful tool
in the conservation of mome endangered epecies, o m'

Tha gresn mea turtls (Chelonia mydas), yhose products ars sought after in
. international trade, is reproductively guite pru]iﬂn.'.ﬁ mature femals of
ﬁ : the Surinam population, averaging 3 nests per msascn, lays on the order of

: o 5 400 sggm per year, Thias neating population is stable and is “.tiutud at
1: 5,000 females,' Each year, more than one »illion green mea turtls B8ZEn ATS
laid on Burinam beachas, This considerab’e reproductive potantial of the
..+ green sea turtle has been an evolutionary adaptation to tha high, early-age
natural mortality, which ia generally acknowledged to be mbout 99% for aggn .
and hatohlings, up to the age of one year, Through the millanis of the green
- mea turtly's lmutimnq- development a halance has emarged betwsen these R
* two poruhtinnf nttrih:tu. Man, in :rult & short time, has /basn able tn upsat ' &
this 'hnlmu thrnud'n exgesslve harvesting and through the destruotion of I
- sultabls nut.in; qitu. The resulting man:ive duphunn of the reproductive
stook has |'hrm rinn to feurs that the in .rent reproductive potential of
the adults will no longer b adsquate to uampansate for the high, sarly-age
mortality,' The oumulative effect of thess factors will be that fewer
reproductive animals are being recruited to the wild populations than are
necessary to keep these populations viabla, Consequantly, the specles may

become extinet in the foresesable future f no remedial action s taken socad




e

Hecent statistios have shown that for the put decades legislative msasures,

', prohibiting trede in sea turtle products, have not besn effective,

Sea turtle populations are decressing in nusbsrs, ostensibly to a great sxtent
as the result of such trade, Although Buriname supports the view that tradg in
wild-caught spesoimens of sea turtle populations should be meversly restricted

. or p-t'nh‘lbihd. it also Iﬁ\fﬂﬂl‘h—-l the principle of captive-rearing the hatchlings
nfluc:hminlltg'nuniuflmnhiﬂulﬂhuu to be used for trads where
Juatifiable apd when bensflicial for the vonservation ¢f the speciess,

The Surinam Belentiflc Authorlty supports the premise that the Burlnam green

sea turtls population, as & renswable natural resource, can make a substantial |

contribution to the ocountry's econcaic well=-being through controlled,
international trade in captive-rearsd specimens and that trade in such ranched
products simultansously slds in the conservatlon of the specles in gensral,
Notwithatanding intematlonal legislation, markets for sea turtle products
will parsist, and will moat likely incresse as human populations increase,

but the pressurs on natural populations can be reduced by substituting producta
from wild-caught specimens with those from captive-reared animals,

In addition, the ranching facilitles will provide so-called hsadstart animals,
beyond the hatchling stase, to bs reloased in ihe wild in ordsr to rebuild

patural populations at practically no coet to the conservaticn comsunity,

Burinantlegislation has provided all mea ‘urtls species with full proteotlon -
sinoe l'if-uf-it .l.ndll.i.nn. :I:-I'm.t time there haz peen neither legal harveat nor any
li.l;niﬂﬁint: poaching n:l’ the wild populaticns in Buriname, Starting in 1970,
Buriname has allowed for a limited, and Gevernment controlled, harvest of
no=-called "doomsd egga", for local consum)y ‘lon, Docmed egge are thoss egge
that would be destroyed by natural forces, such as beach eroalon and the
floocding of neata by excesalvely high apring tides. On the L\rnrn.un!_z__jl of

T

the esggs lald on Burinem:beaches are doomsd aggs.

-

£
&
ﬂ.'
;




LT

mlxing with the parental wild stock on the traditional feeding grounds,’

' Fature rrqumum in Suriname (STINASU), shall provide the proper mtmnu

Bince 1977 Buriname has been opsmating sn sxperimental grean sea tu:tl;-
ranching projeot in order to evaluate the economic and conservation aapacta
of captive-rearing these animals for use in international trade,

Anoually about 15,000 of the doomed egge are taken to be hatohad for thn-
ranching projeot,' The taking from the wild of theses eggs has mo detrimental
affect on the wild population inmamuch as doomed aggs, left undear patural i
conditions, would not hatch., Furthermors, as pert of the ongolng headstart
Frogram developed for this ranching project, 1,000 captive-rearsd ysarlings

of sach year's hatoh are belng releassd tg the sea in order to augment ths
wild population,' This means that, with an estimated mortality of 99% until
the age of one ysar for green sea turt:.tlpn when 1,000 yearlings are relsasesd
to the mea the potantial of about 100,000 aggs is belng put back for the
15,000 egge taken the previcus year, As much, the ranching project is
primarily beneflcial to the nnnnana.uaq of the Burinas grean sea turtles,
A disgrem, outlining the general program of the pilot projsot is shown in
flgure 1, Many of ﬂu relsased yearlings have been marksd in order to atudy

the migratory movements of Toleased, ocajtive-reared green mea turtles,
Tag retums have already shown that the relsased animals are thriving and are * :

Eur.’l.nw Bolentifio Authority, in cooperation with the Fumﬁntiuﬁ for 1:

IR

t-nmunthntuumnmunpuuunn will be carried out under optimal
snvironmental oonditions and that the an'-als will be treated in a husane | ('
manner at all stages of their development,



e

The Surinas Management Authority shall pecform on-site 'Lnapnnuunn to |

ensure project compliance with CITES regulations, In addition, the Management
Authnrit]rluha-ll be the mols Agency issuing the required dooumentation whigh
will jdentify any of the products darived from the ranching project that will
enter the local as well as the intarmational parket,

The Surinam Management Authority further pledges to provide the CITES
Jecretariat with the Tequired periocdic reports pertaining to the status of the
wild green sea turtle population ig Burinams, and that it ahall monitor the
Tanching operation to snsurs compliance with the criteria satablished by CITESH
 Data concerning the performance of the Tanching operation shall be provided

if o Tequested by the CITES Searstariat)
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Fig, 1 = TUNTLE MANCH PILOT PROJECT WITH HEADSTART PROGRAM AS DEVELOIED

- BY_THE FOUNDATICH FOR NATURE PUCIERVATION IN SURINAME (STTMASU),
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Parmanent Secretary of Ferelgn
Ministerie Van Justitis e

Affairs a.i.

Df1/1.215%
J3/srx/16

iii!lii

Gland, 18 November 1981

Buitenlendse

ol mafexansss.

veperts and/ex a list
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4, The proposal stated only that the ™Management Authority shall
be the sole Agency issuing the required documentation which
will identify any of the products desired from the ranching
project that will snter the local as well as the international
_markat®, It would be useful to give mors information on the

mathods to ba used te identify the products, such as labals,

stamps atc. and/or oa partieular documentation to ba used.

proposal and incrsase the chances of scceptancs. Tha Suriname
proposal is the very first ons Talating to the CITES resolution om
ranching and the chances of approval will be greatly incresssd by
the submission of more dara,

Yours sincervely,

Wesues Bamsy:

Jaquas
Acting Secretary Genaral

cel M.A. Subtinsme
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D/1/1.22U8

JB/ams /16 Dr..Arehie Carr

Department of Zoology
Imiveraity of Florida
£23 Bartram Hall

GATNBVILLE, Fleorida
12611
t.5.A.

Cland, &4 February 1982

Dear Dr. Carr,

Thank y¥y for your letter dated 21 January 1987 and the address of
Dr, Bjorndal, France has agresd to "lnance her travel to La Reunion
{;i I informed you by telex. Further information will be forwarded to

har directly.

Concerning the Suriname proposal and your comments, I would have ex-
pected to receive s more detailed amswer. RFaching has bean accepted in
principle by the Conference of the Parties at its New Delhi meating.

To submit & proposal to change the sratus of a species or population
from Appendix 1 to Appendix II is the only way tobhave a ranching ope
ration accepted under CITES. Such proposals are subject to recommenda-
tion from the Secretariat on the %asis of appropriate scientific and
technical advice. For that purpose, the Secretariat requested the help
of the Species Survival Commission of TUCK which agreed to provide
such advice from its specialist zroups.

Laving reminded you of this background, no doubt you will understand
that your opinion, as expressed in your letter, could not bhe used as a
basis for the Secretariat's recomsendation.

I would therefore appreciate knowing why you are opposed to the idea

if this opposition is & matter of principle or is related to Suriname
only (this in view of the expected similar proposal from France about

/F La Reunion) and receiving any information om the sit“acion of the green

turtle in Suriname and the whole replom. Your co-operation could he

highly appreciated. Yours sincerely,

« 8ues Berney

Cuques Rerney

viting Fecretary Cenaral
ce. G. Lucas, Chalrman S50



UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAINESVILLE, 32611

DEFARTHEMNT OF 200L0GY
773 BAATEAM HALL
Fod-ART-1107

January 21, 1982
Or. Jagues Berney
Acting Secretary General
Convention on International Trade in

Endangered Species of Wild Fauna
and Flora

cfo TLCN

Avenue du Mont-Blanc
CH-1196 Gland
Switzerland

Dear Dr. Berney:

In reply to your letter of January 15, 1982, Dr. Karen Bjorndal's
address is: Department of Zoology, University of Florida, 223 Bartram
Hall, Gainesville, Florida 32611.

As to my opinion of the Suriname proposal to change the status of
their green turtle population from Appendix I to Appendix II, I am
opposed to the idea even though I can rieadily understand the socio-
economic pressures that generate it.

Best regards.

Sincerely yours,

Chairman
Marine Turtle Specialist Group, IUCN

ACS T jw

EDUAL EMFLOYMEMT QRFOHTUMITY GF FIMELE TIVE ACTION EMPLIYER



i/lSl. 2208 Professor Archle Carr

Jiufuifle Caribbean Conservaticn Corporation

Dapartmant of Zoolodgy
Collage of Arts and Sclences
University of Florida
GAIHESVILLE, Florida 33601
Etates-Unis 4*Amerigqus

Gland, 18 Hovember 1961

Dear Archie,

The Secretarlat has recelved tha flrst proposal for amgencdrunt of tho
CITEE appendices with referenca to the Hew Delhi Resoluticn

Conf, . 3.15 on Ranching. Copy of the p:npnul to transfer the
“Surinare pnpull.t.i.nn of the green turtle {Chelonia nydas) from
Aprendix I to Appandix IT is attached herewith.

To ba able to make reccmmandation to the Confersnce to the Fartiss,
the Sscretariat needs cowments from conpetent axperts in this field
and, tharefore, I would appreciata receiving your couments oa the
proposal and on the ranching operation in Suriname which you
probably know. I would also aprrecilate recelving as soon as poasiblae
a list of persons to whotm I should also send & copy of tio proposal
for comsents.

I have already sent a request to Suriname for more information (ses
copy attachad) but if you need additional details to make a judgement
pleasa lat me know as scon as rossible also. Any information
raceived from Surinsme will be forwardsd to you immediately.

Thank you in advance for your ' s-cparation.

Yours sincerely,

Jaques Barneyl

Jaques Berne
Acting Secretary “onaral



UMNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
EMHEEWLLE. I2811

CEPARTMENT OF ZTO0OLAGY
223 DARTRAM HALL
20a-382-1 107

January 4, 1982

Dr. Jagues Berney

Acting Secretary General

Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna
and Flora

¢/o IUCN

Avenue du Mont-Blanc

CH-1196 Gland

Switzerland

Dear Jagues:

I was sorry to learn that because of conflict with an inflexible
schedule of boat trips to islands that she is bound by her contract to
visit, Jeanne Mortimer will not be available for the farm inspection
expedition to Europa and Reunion.

[ am glad to say, however, that Dr. Karen Bjorndal, another former
graduate student of mine, will have time free from her work during the
period planneds for the trip, and that I can recommend her with no less
enthusiasm. Karen's doctoral research was in the nutritional ecology of
the green turtle. This was partly laboratory work, but another part was
carried out under difficult field conditions in the southern Bahamas and
the Miskito Cays area of Nicaragua. Karen is a most extraordinarily
well-rounded, enterprising and capable scientist. She has a pleasing and
agreeable personality that makes of her an ideal colleague in field work.
She thoroughly understands the ramifications of the relationship between
aspirant turtle farmers, biologists and conservationists, and she can be
expected to make judgments in that field with restraint and perspicacity.
It seems to me, therefore, that Dr. Bjorndal is in every respect well
prepared to carry out the mission that is planned, and I hope that her
candidacy will be favorably reviewed and approved.

Please communicate with me if more information should be required.

Sinceraly yours,

-

_?-I' vl - llll.-'

-'L__.-ff'f‘,_..,_,_.-:__.ﬂ*_ L= L

".li;lrc hie Carr R"—"""N—-.

Chairman, Marine Turtle Specialist
Group, IUCH

ESUAL EMPLOYMENT SPPORTUNITY AFFIRMATIVE ACTION CMELaY R



Bepartment of Natural Resources

COASTAL RESOURCES DIVISION
1200 GLYMNMN AVEMLUE
BRUMSWICK, GESRGIA JI1533

8912 264-7218

Tae B. Tanner

COMMSHONDA
DIRECTOR

gea Turtle Besearch Workshop
St. Simons Island Casino
Beachview Drive
St. Simons Island, Georgla

1-2 April 1582

Spongored by
Georgia Department of Natural Resources
Coastal Besources Division

The Sea Turtle Regsearch Workshop iz an opportunity to discuss and re-
view questlions dealing with Sea Turtle bilology and conservation programs.
Mo formal paper presentations are planned. The format will be a round=
table discussion focused on selected agenda items during the first day,
with audience participation being encouraged. GSeveral aspects of Sea Turtle
conservation and biology will be open for discussion. A preliminary list of

discusaion topiecs is attached. On Thurseday evening, discussion leaders will
meet to summarize their topics and draft formal statements to be presented

to the audlence on Friday. The statements, in final form, will be submitted

to the various user groups/agencies. Comments and statements by members of
the audience will be encouraged again on Friday.

If you plan to attend, please confirm your Sea Turtle Research Workshop
reservation by contacting:

Chuck Cowman

Georgia Department of Natural Resources
Coastal Resources Division

1200 Glynn Avenue

Brunswick, Georgia 31523-99490

Telephone: 912-264-7218
A list of motels near the meeting site iz attached. Please direct wour
request for accommodation to the motel of your choice. No organized social

functions are planned. Meals are available at local restaurants,

The nearest alrports served by scheduled air carriers are Jacksonville,
Florida, and Glyneo Jetport, just north of Brunswick.
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2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

a)

)

10)

Preliminary Agenda Topics
Sea Turtle Research Workshop
1-2 April 1982
&t. Simons Is., Georgia

Estimating population sizes and trends =
problems, needs, costs

Problema in studying nesting beaches -
limitations, warlability, diversity and goals

Tagping programs; cost vs. benefits -
Sh?nt-term programs, future direction, data banks,
tag preblems/needs

Predation on nesting beaches -
successful techniques, future prospects

Evaluation of habitats. Foods and feeding habits -
movements, telemetry

Behavioral unknowns. Time and activity budgets,
dive times, specles differeaces, nesting
beach fidelity, migratory pathways

Causes of mortality -
disease, incidental catch, aceidents,
anything new?

Life history unknowms -
how much do we know?

Information exchange between sea turtle workers =
suggestions, comments, statements

Budget Process —
federal funds, present and future



Accommodations in the Area

St. Simons Island:

Sea Gate Inn
1014 Ocean Blwd.
91 2-638-86A/1

Epworth by-the-sea
Methodist Center
912-638-8688

Craft's Ocean Court and Apartments
1568 Wood Avenue
012-638-3676

King & Prince Beach Hotel
Eing & Prince Beach
912-638-3631
1-800-342-0212 (in Georgia}

Queen's Court Motel
437 King's Way
912-638-8459

Sea Palms

North Frederica Hoad
912-638-3351

1-800-851-6268 (outside Georgia)

Fast Brunaswick:

Best Western
3302 Glynn Avenue
012-264-9111

Holiday Inn
East 2307 Gloucester Streat
012-265-8830

Bamada Inn
3241 Glynn Avenua
912-264-B611

rates:

Tateg:

Tates:

rarez:

rates:

rates:

rates:

rates:

rates:

$32-540

520-525

526-542

$50=-%90

$23ﬁ$35

§91-566

§22-539

§26-532

$21-526

(villas $80-$130)



MUSEUM OF COMPARATIVE ZOOLOGY
The Agassiz Museum

L - ————

HARVARD UMIVERSITY - CAMEBIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02580 - THL, G617 495-24&0

-9 March 1982

Dear Dr. Carr,
I have just finished reviewing the red data
sheet on Dermochelys . from Brian Groombridge.
He seems to be doing a pretty good job although
there were some errors and ommisions in both this and
the preceding L. kempi sheets. I question  his
estimates of number of nests / season on both
sheets. He keeps using those old estimates that we
know are to high. I was also concerned about his
uncritical endosement of egg sales. These are thorny -
problems that we have all discussed before. 1 thought
we came out with a pretty good compromise at the
conference in 1979 and we should stick to it.

I have been sending my comments back to
Groombridge but I have no idea how a final version is
decided. I think very strongly that the Turtle Group
- should have final approval of the red data sheets as

o they will be used to justify conservation action for
the foreseeable future. I think we are due for a
meeting of the group to formulate a policy on this
and also to solidify our group activities. I know
that such a meeting has been considered for some time
and perhaps is overdue now. If there is anything I
could do to assist the organisation of a meeting let
me know= but I think the time for it is now.

I hope all continues to go well at Gainesville.

Bast wishes to all .

Taras

L. [V
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Dr. Archie Carr, = “&Ufﬂi‘—

Chairman IUCN/S5C Marine Turtle Group, ﬂaﬁ_‘,ﬂﬂxﬁ abn i Mtifj’"’*}, Jd!-é—ihi'
fi -'_

Department of Zoology, _
University of Florida, oo felows — Anan rewgda Afrom A
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Dear Archie, R

Many thanks indeed for your letter of 9 February concerning the Leatherback
draft, and especially your helpfu] comments on its status category.

Unfortunately | still find myself in a dilemma! | quite see your point
about the real or suspected dangers of changing the status category from
Endangered to Vulnerable, but | find some difficulty in seeing how the |UCH
category Endangered can be applied to Leatherback - is the species really
"'deemed to be in immediate danger of extinction"? The RDB will contain both
the available LeatherbacK population data and definitions of the IUCN categories;
| still tend to feel that many persons conversant with normal English usage would
arrive at the conclusfon that the Leatherback data most closely fit the category
"Wulnerable'. Perhaps the consequences of losing strict objectivity would be more
widespread and serious in the long term than the possible consequence for sea
turtles of down-listing? Perhaps the |UCN categories should be re-defined?

Please can you advise me further on the likelihood of the consequences you
forecast (of changing from Endangered to Vulnerable) actually coming to pass?
Is "Wulnerable' listing really going to affect the US Endangered Species programme?
Incidently, | can see how 'Endangered' In the sense of the US 1973 Act ean apply
to Leatherback, but the IUCN category is defined differently.

This whole issue of categorization seems Incredibly petty, but the categories
do exist.

With best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

L.

Brian Groombridge,

F3: | enclose a note on the subject that | hope may get discussed at the
33C Steering Group meeting this month.

cc: George Balazs
Anne Meylan
Wavne Kina
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To: Grgn Lucas

From: Brian Groombridge

Ces Bob Scott, Tony Mence, All Compilers.

File Paf;

Date: 24 February 1982

Subject: Proposal for discussion at SS5C Steering Group meeting, Harch 14-17

1982: Application of Red Data Eoock Categories.

The question | wish to ralse s not a new one. It appears at first sight
extremely straightforward - how sacred are the |UCH Red Data Book status
categories, and how rigidly should the eriteria for their application be
followed?

This problem Is closely linked with many others concerned with the
fundamental question of what Red Data Books are actually for, probably many
persons connected with the 350 feel that these wider issues also require
discusslon at some point.

The specific case prompting this note Involves the Leatherback sea turtle
{Dermochelys coriacea). This taxon is listed as 'Endangered' both in the
previous edition of the Amphibia-Reptilia RDB (Sheet dated 1975) and by the
U.5. Dept. of the Interior (1970}, It Is listed on CITES Appendix 1. Recent
discoveries of new nesting sltes have allowed the estimate of the warld
minimum numbers of breeding female: Leatherbacks to be revised upward from

¢ 29,000 {1971 est.} to 104,000, Evaluating the available data an population
numbers, distribution and threats to survival, | find that my own conception
of what the |UCN category 'Endangered' means does not apply very closely to
the Leatherback situation. In the draft of the revised account | listed the
species as '"Wulnerable', Certainly there are threats to the species, both

in the short termy and the long term, but there are a lot of Leatherbacks
currently In existence and there probably will be for several years to come.
The difficulty Is largely one of perspective; the endemic Madagascar tortoise
Geochelone yniphora, for example, is restricted to a tiny portion of the
island, Its remaining habitat is diminishing and there may be as few as 20
individuals left (this is definitely a minimum estimate). The categary
‘Endangered', currently applied to both these species, seems to lose much

of its meanlng when used to describe two such different cases,

The problem arises when it is polnted out that to change the Leatherback
status from "Endangered' te 'Wulnerable' would likely lead firstly to 2
weakening of eurrent protective measures, and subsequently to greater pressure
from certain quarters to weaken protective measures applied to other ses
turties. This is certainly a cogent argument, and if the RDB's are intended
primarily for use as a tool in the practice of conservation, then there are
clear reasons for ignoring rigid application of the present IUCH categories,
or at least interpreting them with marked lattude,

In the present case | personally simultaneously feel happy to perhaps further
the cause of Leatherback conservation by using 'Endangered' status, but unhappy

at the prospect of being asked to account publicly for the reasons behind using

B Ty RN N T LRl o S L
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=+ Appendix 2:

Page 25;

s there an 55C pollcy on such problems, or if not, can one be formulated?

Letter from Prof. Archie Carr, Chairman of LUCN/S5C Marine
Turtle Specialist Group, re status category,

Copy of flirst draft of revised Leatherback account (note:
now subject to signifleant alteration and correction),
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RED DATA BOOK CATEGORIES

The follewing categories designated by the Survival Service Commission of ITUCH
have been adapted to apply to all Eava.

Extinet ([Ex)

Endangerad (E)

Taxa In danger of extinction and whose survival is unlikely if the causal
factors continue operating.

Included are taxa whose nucbers have been reduced to & critical level or
whosae habitats have been so drastically reduced that they are deemed to be
in immediate danger of extinction.

Vulpnoerabla (V)

Taxa believed likely to move inte the Endangered category im the near future
1f the causal factors continue cperating.

Included are taxa of which most or all the populations are decreasing because
of over-exploitation, extensive destruction of habitac or othexr envircnmental
disturbance; taxa with populaticns that have been seriously depleced and
whose ultimate security is not yet assured) and taxa with pepulations that
are still abundant but are under threst from serlous adverse factors throwgh-
out their range.

Rara (R)

Taxa with small world populations that are not at present Endangered er
Vulnerable, but are at risk.

These taxa are usually localized within restricted gecgraphical areas or
habitats or are thinly scattered over a more extensive ranga.

Indeterminate (I}

Taxa known to be Extinct, Endangered, Vulnerable or Rare but where there is
ot enocugh information to say which of the four categorles is appropriate,

out of dapger (0)

Taxa formerly included in one of the above categories, but which are now
consliderad relatively secure because effective conservaticn measures have
Seen taken or the previous threat to their survival haz baen removed.

L]

Insufficiantly known (K}

Taxa that are suspected but not definitely known to belong to any of the
above categories, because of the lack of informaticn,

o
In practice, Endangered and Vulnerable categories may include, temporarily,
taxa whose population are beginning to recover as a result of remedial

actiocn, hut whose recovery is insufficient to justify their transfer te
ancther category.

For species which are neither rare nor threatened, the symbol 'nt' is uwsed.



NATIONAL WILDLIFE FEDERATION

1412 Sixteenth Streef, MW, Washington, D.C. 20036 22— F 97 -RO0

March 9, 1982

George H, Balazs

Assistant Marine Biologist
University of Hawaii at Manoa
Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
P.0. Box 1346 Coconut Island
Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744

Dear Mr. Balazs:

Thank you for the calendar. We locked over the photos very
carefully, but decided that none were guite what we need for
this book.

The title of the book has changed to MEMORIES OF WILDLIFE.
We need scenic photos with some wildlife in them if at all
possible. B5till the scenics must be very broad showing as
much of the habitat and surroundings as possible.

We appreciate your interest and help, even though none of your
photos were chosen at this time.
Sincerely,

M.t's Margaret E%

Photo Control Editor

dith ANMMUAL MEETING MARCH 19-21, 1982 Marc Plaza Hotel, Milwauk-a-e, Wisconsin
F0% reclaimed paper



23FFebruary 1982

Dr. Brian Groombridge
BECH

Species Conservation Monitordlng Unit
219 {c) Hunti n Road

Cambridge CE3 )DL

UK.

Dear Brian:

I hope you are getting along well with the accounts., A somewhat belated
question--would you have any objections to our sending copies of your leatherback
draft to the rest of the Meetde Turtle Specialist Group? We think your circulation
list is more than adequate, but we are a bit concerned about possible criticism
from members who would have 1ikel to comment, and did not have an opportunity to
do so, Because input to the Red Data Book accounts is perhaps one of the most
important functions of Specialist Group members, this 1s a valid point. We wo
wouldn't solicit comments on the draft, but would merely send it out--perhaps
labelled "For Your Information." Then, if someone has a burding issue to bring
up with you, they can. Would that be agreeable to you? Please advise.

Best regards,

Anne Meylan
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163 W, Powell (19370, guoted
dicated that green turtle eges were
“fairly plentiful?at Palmerseon and chat baath turtles

d epps frequently used for fowsd by the B3

inhabitants. Care { 1965 ) considered Palmerston w b

a major Pacific nesting site for green turtles. Alchough

Hirth (1971 b} included the agoll in a list of important

nesting sites in the wesiem hemisphuere, it was stresscd

that the number of tuetles involved was unknown aml
that the situation warranted immediate rescarch at-
tention.

~ 10 1977 each family on the awl] had a readivion of

raising 15 hatchlings in Hoaring cages fur 1 1o 3 mioenths

befure releasing them as a restocking effort (5. Ka-
vitkitna and 1. Brandon, personal communication). This
practice apparently started in the 19505 follwing roc-
ommendations offered by Powell (1937), However,
wther reports in 1977 imdicated chae, instesd vt heing
rebeased, many of the urdes were gutied, injecoed wirl
formalin, and sent as curios w relaives in New fea-
tand. From 1972 w 1977 a decline in the nember of
nesting turtles was observed by the inhabisants, thereby
prompring the local Island Council to prohibit the use
of spearguns (T, Wichman, peresonal communicinm;.

A Approgimacely 4 oo 9 tardes are sent frism Palmerston

el year o the marker in Rarotenga where the mea

is not readily accepred by the reswdents and sells Tor
only US$ (.45 to 090 per kg Large shells, however,

Bring US$50,00 o mare in the growing st irade,

Hatchlings were reported o be present ar Palmerston

in January iBrandon 19775, bue the range of months

in which nesting takes place is unknown,

Prior to 1862 Palmersoon was uninbaheed. T chae
year an Englishman (William Marsters) snd § wonen
from Penrhyn seetied on the awll and founded the

olony that now exists (Bryan 1942).

o Pukapuks (PSS, 165549 W) Green wrthes and some
hawkshills nese on one of the uninbabited isless ae
Pukapeka, Turcles and epges thar are taken from this
Hovrneionm nsaaed Taan aloamen b the native inhalacnsgs

pold o T Lilein,

iasy

et

F

gﬂ,é {77
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Cinly one persan lives on the arall.

LT TITC LTI T, -
L 110 of the atel] (13 Clark, spsongl communicationl. : = .
{ Il o Alawideiks (107258, Mr:'L“ﬂ‘f”lI'-".l. Cirven purles, mnl.ﬁé"ﬂ 5" 'ﬁi"iﬁ 'M 5 -{g A
0 112 possibly some hawkshills, nese ar Minitaki. The ma- "
L134 tives take hoth the teetles and epgs for food. Tach- M
b I 14 lings are also raised fora few months amd prosveved
IS with furmalin for shipment to pelatives in New Aea- 3 =
l:-1 Il lamal (T, Wichman, personal communicatnen. g:?' Cﬂ’? %
"% 117 - Bubabanga (NPO2S, 16105 W Bodh Carr L1405 &
s\ |18 ard Mieth (197 11 list Rakahanga as a nesong sty bor m ,ﬁg M m
j L1y preen turdes. Gill (TRTG), guoted by Wems (19021,
t’ |20 statcdl that “Several species of turele—loggerhvmd, /
121 hawkshill, green wrde, e —are very entifiul on D
& 122 Rakahanga in the breeding season.” Alehough log- ;
123 gerhvads (us well as leatherbacks) have ogcasuenally
24 been sighted in the Couk Lelanals (B pmdon, 19771,
125 this is the valy known peport of susting, The north
126 wostern point of Rakahanga is names) Toe Mata i 1 /&M
127 honw amd relates o sea turties.
[ 2R s Penchyn (P0'S, LS7759°W0. Green purt bes wnsd some
| 24 hawksbills wre known o nest ot Pearhyn ansd foruge
|40 i the adjacent waers. During 19270 Terrwesen it and
131 400 turdes of unknown sizes were taken prscpally
142 For thetr shell. A few were seat o Rarouenga, [+
|43 st were used Do rading with Japanese, Kairean,
I 34 and Tamwanese Dishing vessels thar ilopably wisie b
133 atoll (Brandoen 1977 and personal comeumcitind i
146 a S narrrene 1IR3 16706 WL Brandun ¢ 1977 F hsts MQ"V\
137 Sywik oW as @ nesting Sine forqurties, T nr details
| 38 are prowidded, O of diedslers i numed Turle Taland Q& a,;)_“‘]t
I 54
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EARTRAM HALL
SDq 3921 107

Dr. Brian Groombridge ‘

IUCN Species Conservation Monitoring Unit
219 [cg Huntingdon Road

Cambridge CB3 0DL

United Kingdom

Dear Brian:

Enclosed are comments on the leatherback draft by Karen and myself.
Dr. Carr also read it, and said he had no additions or comments--other than
it seemed to him to be very comprehensive and well done. We were all a bit
surprised by the degree of detafl. Will you be able to give such detailed
accounts for all the species? 1 admire your fortitude and dedication}

a’ff- Dr, Carr is writing you today concerning his opinion on the status of

Dermochelys. You will no doubt also receive comments on this from George Balazs,
our Deputy Chairman.

Enclosed are a few publications that I thought you might want to look
over, 1 was surprised not to see Pritchard's catalogue account in your
bibliography. Perhaps you were not aware of it.

I think all the comments on the draft itself are self-explanatory, but
if you have any questions, just write. It seems to all of us to be an excellent
account,

Good luck with your remaining assignments,
Best regards,

Anne Meylan

EQuUdlL EMPLOYWENT SPPORTUNITY /AFFIBMATIVE ASTION EMPLOYER
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3 VN REPLY REFER TO:
UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE BE

POST OFFICE BOX 1306
CALBUQUERQUE, MEW MEX|CO 87103

Jamuwary &, 1982

Ma. Cynthia Minarik
Apartado Postal 1B8
Choluteca, Choluteca
Honduras, Central America

Dear Cynthia:

dorry about the delay in responding, but there should be time until the
arribadas begin. TYou didn't give me any idea as to the relative total
number of tortugas you are working with, i.e., »100,000 or <100,000.
Ara the 243 nests you had in 1981 the total or a small percentage?

The loglistice of working with a large number of turtles will dictate
what activities vou undertake.

I'll try and address your questions consecutively.

I+ Your beach patrol timing is okay. You may be running into the
wee hours more than 1s neceasary and productive, but you can judge that.
Ridleys commonly return to the sea without nesting, especially if large
numbers of turtles try to occupy & small ares or 1if they are disturbed
by humans or other extransous sources before they begin to dig the nest.
They should not be disturbed until nest excavation is well underway.
If they are not disturbed and can't seem to find & sultsble enviromment
in which to complete the nesting eyele, then let them gos 1've never
encountered or heard of forcibly bringing the turtle back until it doas
nest. My firm. recommendation iz lesve them alome. Bhe will return when
ready, and there isn't anything you can do te “help” her. Odde are
overwhelming that she will return to that beach, elther the same night
or the next, as well as in eubsequent vears.

I1I. Accepted practice allows the turtle to complete her nesting effort
prior to removing the husves. It probably does no hars to passively
collect eggs e she deposite them. I see no need to physically remove
the turtle from the nest In order to gather the eggs and recommend that
this practice be discontinued. “"Reasonahle" disturbances related to
flashlights, camera flashes, and subdued talking, once the turtle has
started the egg chamber, is usually acceptable and appears to be harmless.
Good judgement and respect for the animal should be all the guidance
required.
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I1I. Collecting the huevos, recording pertinent data, and placing the
eggs In cloth/burlap bages is accepted practice, ao long as it is done
within 12 hours of laying. Do not turn eggs after 24 hours of laving

az it is likely the asttached embryo will be dislodpged snd suffocated.

At times it may be necessary to put more than one eluteh in the same

bag and tle a knot in the bag between the clutches. Howaver, vou should
strive to have ome clutch/bag rather than double up as mentioned. It
becomes too easy to get sloppy and set them down with potentially un-
acceptable weight from the extra clutch(s) on top of the other.

The eggs can be transported safely by vehicle, hand, motorcycle, ete.,
sc long as resgsonable care 18 ugsed to prevent excessive heat from exhausks,
direct sun,; etcs, and bto prevent unnecessary roughness.

Most turtle projects require removel of natural nests to a protected
corral and do the actual transplenting withio a few hours or immedistely,
1f posgibles Why are the egps left in a house untill daylight? Can't

they be transplamted soomer? The longer an egg is out of the sand, the
greater the chance of loss. Your abjective, I assume, is to obtaln maximum
hatch success and the longer the huevos are subject to extraneous environ-
mental factors, the greater the chance of loss. 1 would attempt to
prevent or to reduce potentially hazardous human caused factors to the
greatest extent possible. Keep them out of water, awasy from excessive
heat or cold, sumlipht, desication, etc. Again, vou are dealing with a
living organism at a very critical stage—-take care. Eggs can withstand
moderate handling within the first 12 hours after laying, but why push

it when we don't really kmow the criticel parsmeters.

IV. The holea (for traneplanting) should mot be dug until you are ready
to put the eggs in them. You are correct in your concern of digging the
nidog the night before and allowing the chamber and 11l sand to be
exposed to unnatural drying and other possible problems. Don't dig the
holes before an houwr of tranasplanting; the best approach is to dig the
holes and put the egps in as one cperation without "deadtime”™ between
the actlons.

Nest depth =nd shape is very important, especlally chamber depth as it
relates to temperature and to escapement of the young. See the enclosed
publications for direction on this matter.

Hest temperatures determine the sex of the hatchlings. This oceurs during
the early part of the 2nd 1/3 of the incubation pericd. As a rough guide,
temperatures above 29.5° C will produce females. Tesmperatures immediately
above and below of 29.5° C could produce clutches of both sexes. The
colder the more males; the warmer, the more females. We have not Yet
refined our studies enough to tell vou exsctly the time or number of

days it takes to determine the animals' sex, but it is within the range
of time and temperature that I have given you.

1 would not suggest attempting to manipulate the sex of the turtle pop-
ulations you are dealing with until you have a good understanding of
this population's dynamics or what is "normal”™ for your area and what and
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how human Facters may be impacting your animale. Temperatures of T e
are fine and not a cause for alarm. If this iz the prevalling temperature
in the early second third of the incubation, you are probably producing

a high percentage of females. MNest location im relation to high tides

i not Iin Itself significant so long as moimture im not ton high ar taa
low, temperature regimes are acceptable, etc.

¥: The study the Chinese are dodng in relation to egg size and oumber

of eggs per nest 18 of minor interest; I doubt they will find correlation,
and even 1f they do, so what? How will it have practical wvalue to pro-
tectlon/management of the resource? I'd prefer to see the effort spent
on any number of needed ptudies of practical applications As ¥ou can
sae, ressarch per se does not turn me on valess 1t has divect applicatlon
of the needs of management and the species.

Your information and questions regarding tagging are quite another matter.
Soa turtles of all species are belng tagged all over the world: In the
lagt 2 wears, approximately 30,000 ridleys were tagged at Hancite and
Ostional playas on Costa Rica's west coast. HMHexico is tagging thousands
edch year from the State of Daxaca northward to Sinaloa, primarily ridleys,
but some greens and leatherbacke, also. The U.8. is tagping loggerheads
and greens, and some hawksbills, but this is on the east coast and in the
Caribbean. Australia, Phillipines, India, et al., are all tagging.
Unfortunately, there is no central storage location of tagging data, not
even in the western hemisphere. Costa Bica has computerized and stored
their tag data (Dr. Doug Robinson, University of Costa Rica, San Jose}.
Mexico has finally computerized their many yeare of data and the U.E. is
msking a half-hearted attempt to do so, but there is little data exchange
between entities, except attempts to report tag returns, l.e., g Mexicam
fisheries tag found on a Kemp's ridley along the Texas coast, or returns
on the Costa Bican reward tags by other Central Americam countrles and
individuals, etecs

The normal tagging techmique is to attach the tag (metal, plastic or both)
to one or both of the front flippers (4" to 6" out from the body). In some
cages, tagging is done on the rear flipper(s), postericr edge. Tags are
not affixed to the carapace. The carapace method you described is not
desirable and the tag will probably not stay attached a year even under
ideal conditions. I recommend the method be discontinued and a normal
tepgping program be fnitiated using metal or plastic locking tags (samples
enclosed). If there s a real interest and a relisble recording, storage
and reporting system availasble in Honduras, FWS could probably supply

the project with appropriately inscribed (address and tag number) tags
without cost. Let me know.

If possible, I would appreciate a sample of the tag presently used;

I am not familar with it. Tagping will not, to our lknowledge, affect
the turtle if properly applied. It will not affect copulation .- other
normal reproductive behavior. We de not have data on the question of
predation, but there may be some increase as a result of use of certaln
tags and thelr color, as well as tag placement. The increased predation
{shark) is believed to be very minimal.
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V1. I do net recommend that hatchlings be held (high or low tide is of

no consequence). Hatchlingas should normally be released at dawn and allowed

to enter the water on thelr own. Don't be concerned if the waves keep throwing
some of them hack and mavbe a few don't make 1t--it won't be manv. Let

them do their thing snd it may be an extremely Important stage of the animals
Iife cyele. The efforts to “help™ the little eritters at this time could

be serewling cthem up down the road.

What I would recommend is that before sunrise each morning (during the
hatching period) the hatchlings be gathered up in buckets from the corral,
taken along the playa, and released at scattered locations in groups of

a8 clutch or more at each site. Releage on the sand, up to 25 feet from the
water and let them crawl to the sea. I am assuming they are being released
on the playa where the eggs were lald; please don't tell me otherwlse.

Releasing all the hatchlings at the same site is not a good idea.

Hatchling release can concentrate predators, hence one of the reasons

for scattering clutches along the playa. Other than not concentrating

vour dally release poiot, I don't know of a viable method to minimize

fish predation. Predation may be the least of your concerns. Hatchlings,
shortly upon entering the water, go into what Archie Carr referred to as

a "swimming frenzy" and they will go like hell out to sea for quite some
distance before assuming a more moderate mode of swimming and resting.

At least thls is true of hatchling greens and we believe it applies to

the other species as well-—observations Indicate it does. The "homing
ingtinet™ you asked about is very real although we don't know the biolopical
mechanisms that make it work. Turtles are much like salmon in this

respect. They return to their natal beaches to nest and continue to

return at each succesgive nesting. Oecasionally an individual turtle

will show up somewhere other than her natal beach, but this is the exception.

At this timae, wyoung hatchlings and ¥oung subadults canmot be sexed alive.
Dead ones yes, but it stil] can't he done in the field and the samples

must be prepared in a lab. Work 1s now being done to determine sex

through blood drawn from live turtles, but problems still remain. By

the way, there exists no way of aging a sea turtle, which creates tremendous
problems In understanding population dvnamics. Work is being done on

this problem also, but regults to date are not encouraging. I am sure a

way exists, but the technigue remains to be discovered.

There is not a practical technique for tagping/marking hatchlings that
will last for any elgnificant pericd of time. Isoctopes, tsgeging, plastron
and carapace material tramsplants, and other gomewhat exotic methods have
besn tried or ate under study and mavy have limited application. They

are not wniversally applicable and should remasin for specific intensive
ressarch.

Your hatch rate (50%) is somewhat low and I expect it can be improved.
The relatively small number of clutches and nesting females you are
working with should enhance your chances of increasing the hateh/survival
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rate. I suspect that improvements in handling the eggs, including trans-
porting, holding, and sttention to time, constructing the artifieial
nido, and transplanting, as well as not holding hatchlings to meet the
tides, will increase the hatch success. Relative moisture level of the
gand in the transplanted nests could alse be a factor=-they could be too
dry based on what you told me, l.e.,; digging the nest the day before.

There are a number of things you didon't tell me which may have helped
e answer your questions, 20 now 1t is my turn.

Why are you doing this? Will the natural nests, eggs, or adults he
poached or destroved if you left them in place and "guards” statloned
along the nesting area, or isn't this practical? Is the nesting all on
onge beach or on a number of beaches? If so, how many? What is the
approximate length of the nesting ares snd what does the beach look

1ike? Do you have a photo? You said you collected 23,741 huevos from

243 tortugas (one turtle may nest 3 times in one season). What percent
of the total Honduran nesting population is this? Was the neating diatri-
bution and number greater historically? What If anything, changed it?

Is the turtle protected in Honduras—=-real or oo paper? Do the local
paople dapend on the turtlefeggs as a food sovrce and if so, is it reslly
important to them or ig it more custom and not need?

I think you'll find the numerous enclosures very helpful--especiglly the
Mexican publicaticns. Let me know 1if you need anvmore or if there Is
anything I might do to help you or your fellow workera. 1T don't mind
answering intelligent questions like yours or tryimg to help someome who
i8 making & real snd sincere effort to help wild critters and to maintain
the diversity of life which s£ill makes our small earth a fascinating
world--it"s all we hava.

Best of luck,

Jack B. Woody
Endangered Speclies Coordinator

Fneloguras

P.5. I'm not that much of an expert regarding sea turtles, and I've
taken the liberty of sending your letter and my respomse to a number of
people more gqualified than I te help you. If I've erred I'm sr=e they'll
let me know pronto, and some may even write you.

ee: Dr. Archle Carr w/incoming
¢ Tr. Ceorge Balazs w/incoming
Mr. Steve Cornelive w/incoming
MVE G. Buiz w/incoming
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Jack Woody Admin. oy
U.8. F. & W.E. ACTION !
P.O. Box 1306-
Albuguergqua NM 87103 FILE

Dear Mr. Woody:

I am a Peace Corps volunteer working in Honduras, Central
America, I work for the government in the Department of Benewable
Natural Resources as a Wildlife Bioclogist. This past August I worked
for the first time with a sea turtle (Lepidochelys i 'ivacea)
project which is in its seventh vyear, "The work is being done on
the south coast of Honduras, on the Pacific coast in the Gulf of
Fonseca. I am seeking advise on the methods being used in Honduras
and changes that we could implement to improve the program. I
have taken the liberty of enclosing a summary of the project, and
asking that you evaluate the methods and inform me of changes we
could implement or any other information you may have to offer.

Qutline of Methods Used in Honduras August 15-27, 1981
I. PBeaches were searched during these dates anywhere betweean
8:00p.m. to 4:00a.m,

A, Some turtlas were seen heading back to sea before reachinng
the high tide line.

B, Some turtles would begin excavating a hole, but would stop
digging before completion of the hole. Sometimes they would
begin 2 or 3 holes but return to the sea before depositineg
their eggs.

C. If a turtle was seen returning to the sea before depesiting
her eggs, she would be picked up and brought up on the beach.
Sometimes she would deposit her eggs, other times she would
return to the sea. At times volunteers would continue to
pick her up and put her back on top of the hole she had
began to excavate. BShe would be picked up 2-3 tires and
placed back on the uncompleted hole before being allowed
to return to the sea without depositing her eags.

Duestions: Did the turtles return before nesting due to human dis-
turbance by shining flashlights on them, or due to, too many people
in the aresa? Is it possible the beach was not conducive to the turtle
for reasons yvet unknown? What is known about the effect of
disturbance and what is known about her returning another night or
to a different location on the same beach?

II. After the turtle completed depositing her eggs and began renlacina
sand into the hole she was lifted from the area and placed to
ona side while volunteers collected the eggs.

Questions: What is known about the effects of flashlichts, £flash
from cameras or by toc many people standing near the turtle while

she is depositing her eggs?

11T, The eggs were collected, counted and placed in burlap bags.

Marking on a piece of paper location, number of eggs and thwepcc 2
A. Often there were 2 or 3 nests/bag, separated by a strimiCEIVED

NOV 1681
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tied between the nests. The bhags wera carried by hand to

a women's house where they would stay until morning. Tn

the morning, depending on, in which location the nests had

been found they were brought to the artificial hatching

area by hand, motoreycle, bhoat, or car.
Questions: Is there a problem with the eggs cooling off ar drying
out during the night? Sometimes in the boat the bage would be sittina
in a small amount of water, Whats this effect? Is transferring by
motorcycle or car causing more disturbance than the embrye can handle?
By morning has the embryo developed sufficiently so that care neeads
to be taken not to turn the egg over when placing ii, the artificial
hole? At what stage in development will turning the egg over
guffocate the embrvo?

IV. The artificial holes were dug by hand the night befere. The
diameter of the mouth of the hole, approximately 1l3cm to a depth
of 15cm. From 15¢m to 40 em the hole was widened.

Questions: How critiecal is depth and size of the artificial hole?

By digging the heoles the night before the moisture of the sand in

the hole was much reduced by the following day. Moisture in the sand
would help to keep the temperature lower during the day. How
important is this factor to hatching success? Temperatures at the
same depth as the artificial holes were taken. The temperature
recorded was as high as 32°C. Is this teoo high for embryo develop-
ment? How critical is the placement of the artifieial holes in
relation to high tide? I made a few measurements and found the
artificial heoles were 3x higher than the natural holes.

V. Two Chinese working with the China Mission, an organization from

Taiwan took the following measurements:

A. They weighed 10 eggs/nest. They are locking for a correlation
between number of eggs/nest to size of the eggs/nest. Their
idea is that larger nests have smaller eqggs, and smaller
nests have individual eggs weighing more. Are you aware of
other work being done in this area?

B. They measured length, width, and height of the turtle shell.
Their idea is that larger shells are clder turtles and would
therefore deposit more eggs. UWhat do you know of work being

A done in this aspect?
€, They tagged the turtles using an opanue piece of white
| plastic, approximately 5cm X 4om. MWritten on the taao with
black magic marker RRNN(standing for Recursos Maturales
Renovables) , Honduras, G. Fonseca(Gulf of Fonseca), 8 19E]
(August 1981).
On the other side each tag was numbered in successive order.
A hole was drilled with a hand Arill at the back edge of the
shell, sometimes centered, sometimes off centered. The tag
was attached with fishing line.
Questions: Will the movement of the tag in the water create
attention to the turtle by predators? Will the tag effect males
from being interested in the female during the mating season? ™ill
the tag be in the way during copulation? 1Is this species protected
by International Treaties or regulations that would pronibit, this
type of tagging? How is tagging done? TIs a license needed to tag
turtles? 1Is the data being stored in one location for all people
tagging turtles? Who could I get in touch with if we want to tag
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turtles next year?

We collected 23,741 eqgs, which were transferred to artificial heales
from 243 turtles.

VI. The turtles began to hatch the 28 of September. The turtles were
counted/nest and placed in plastie tubs. They were held until
the tide was at its lowest. Volunteersz would wade up to there
chest and place the turtles in the ocean.

Questions: What is known about detaining the turtles. Are there
energy reserves the highest at hatching? Does the pesition of the
tide effect when the turtles should be released? What is known about
the turtles homing extinct? Should the turtles be allowed to crawl
on the beach to the ocean? Do predators gather in the water off
shore? TIs there a way to minimize predation after the turtles

enter the water? Is there any method known for tagging the voung?

Is there a known method for sexing the young?

Of the 23,741 eggs we collected, 50% hatched, survived during the
holding period, and were released in the ocean. I have read where
other turtle programs are obtaining a 80% - 90% hatching rate. I
would like to improve cur methods for next year.

I hope I haven't put you in shock with my tons of questions. 2s I'm
sure you've noticed my knowledge is very limited on sea turtles.

I'm very excited with the possibilty of improving the methods used
here and maybe in the near future being able to contribute new
information about sea turtles from the work being done in Honduras.

Thank-you very much for the time and information you are able to
give me.

ﬁincexely,,

My address is: C¥nthia Minarik
Cynthia Minarik Wildlife Biolegist
Apartado Postal 188

Choluteca, Choluteca

Honduras, CA



CONVENTION ON INTERHATIONAL TRADE IN ENDANGERED SPECIES OF WILD FAUNA AND FLORA

SECRETARIAT A
ela UGN, avanue du Mont-Blane Tolgx b 22618 juen oh Talegrams : :
=M -1198 Gland, Switzerland Tal, : (022) 64 32 54 IUCNATURE GLAND 5
Ref.: D/f1/1.2208

n/1f1.53 .

JBfams /16 Dr. Archie Catrr
Department of Zoclogy
University of Florida
293 Bartram Hall
CGAINSVILLE, F1l orida
32611
V.8.A
Gland, &4 February 1982

Daar Dr. Carr, [

Thank you for your letter dated 21 January 1982 and the address of
Dr. Bjorndal. France has agreed to finance her travel to La Reunion
as I informed you by telex. Further information will be forwarded to
her directly.

Concerning the Suriname proposal and your comments, I would have ex-—
pected to receive a more detailed amswer, Ranching has been accepted in
principle by the Conference of the Parties at its Wew Delhi meeting.

To submit a propesal to change the status of a species or population
from Appendix I to Appendix II is the only way to have a ranching ope-
ration accepted under CITES. Such proposals are subject to recommenda-
tion from the Secretariat on the basis of appropriate scientific and
technical advice. For that purpose, the Secretariat requested the help
of the Species Survival Commission of IUCN which agreed to provide

guch advice from its specislist groups.

Having reminded you of this background, no doubt you will understand
that your opinion, as expressed in your letter, could not be used as a L
basis for the Secretariat's recommendationm.

I would therefore appreciate knowing why vou are opposed to the idea,
if this opposition is a matter of principle or is related to Suriname
only (this in view of the expected similar proposal from France about
La Reunion) and receiving any informstiom en the situation of the green
turtle in Suripame and the whole region. Your co-operation would be

highly appreciated. Yours) sificerely,

|
I |
Jaquﬁs Berney /
Acting Secretary Gemeral
Adminlstered by the International Union for Conservation of Mature and Maturs! Respurces on behaif
of the Uniiad Netions Environment Programme
¢c. G. Lucas, Chairman 55c
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CEFARTMENT OF ZOOLOGY
221 MARTRAM MALL
H04-352-1 10T

February 10, 1982

Dr. Jacques Berney
dcting Secretary Ganeral
CITES
% IUCK
dvenue du Mont=Blanc
CH-1196 Gland
Switzerland
Dear Dr. Bernev:

Your letter of 4 February saying that France has agreed to finance
Dr. Karen Bjorndal's travel as a member of the turtle farming inspection
mission came as a surprise. When previously I received your telex telling
of the approval of her participation I asked Dr. Bjorndal to telephone you,
confirming her acceptance and asking for detalls of the scheduling of the
trip. She was astonished to hear from an individual in wyour office that
you had decided to look about for somecne closer to the acene of the
expedition, who could be sent more economically. The person there also
suggested that "Profeszor Carr had funds" that might help defray expenses,
and so on, Dr, Bjorndal was nonplussed, because she had made rather
complicated arrangements to fit the mission into a scheduled recess in
her research program. I hope, therefore, that you will reassure us once
more that all is now in order.

In respect to the brevity of my reply to your request for an opinion

on the Surinam turtle farming preoposal, I made it short because my opinion

iz simple. My objection is by no means directed toward: Surinam alone but

ESUAL EMPLEYMENT CPPORTUNITY/AFFIRMATIVE ACTIGN EMPLOYER



Dr. Jaeques Bernev
February 10, 1932
Page 2

toward the whole concept of international trade in endangered specles.
It is based wholly on the premise that until a natural species can be
given complete protection by appropriate laws that are adequately
enforced, products from that species - farm-raised or natural = should
not go into International commerce. Untll feemity for natural stocks
iz insured, markets should be killed, not extended.

That is the point at which my views and those of farm—minded people
collide. They say their activities do not extend marketg, but rather
glut them. That is simply not true. Their customs immunity opens
doora for poaching and contraband trade. Their propaganda extends
desire for the products beyond the traditional seaside and gourmet
outlets to an Insatiable new clientele. The same things are happening,
on & smaller scale, In Florida because of the ill-advised sale of
alligator meat, derived from the state's ridiculous "nuisance-gator"
control plan.

Naturally, the farm-oriented people don't accept my view on this.
They sav, rightly, that I am not an economlst. But economics is oot
invelved — only common sense and a longtime familiarity with tremds io
the traffic in, and use of, sea turtle products. I am telling you this,
not becusse I believe the information will be of any use to CITES in its
deliberationa, but merely to indicate why I, personally, deplore the
effortse of people to make money out of endangered species. I should

emphasize that the Marine Turtle Speclalist Group includes members who



Dr. Jacques Berney
February 10, 1932
Page 3

do not share my views, so this letter should be seen as a purely personal
opinicn.

S50 my cblection applies to the whole idea of delisting local
populations of an endangered species for localized reasons. CITES is
now committed to such a course, however, and from here on 1t will
simply be judging the merits of each separate propesal for regional
delisting.

I enclose a copy of the Conservation Strategy approved by the World
Conference on Sea Turtle Conservation in Washington in 1979. Please see

the marked section on page 9.

Slncerely yours,

ﬁchie Carr t-'
Graduate Research Professor

AC/prn

cc: . Lucas, Chairmanm, S5C
R, Scott 35C Officer



=0=

for turtle products where it did not previcusly exist

is insupportable. !
Fmrﬂi,ttmestahlishrentafwmmialturtla

"£arms" must be discouraged until it is certain that such

cperations will not cause, directly or indirectly, a further

decline in turtle populations.

Iv. I:miﬂht;ntalﬂatm

Tncidental catch is a major threat to meny sea turtle populaticns

and mist be eliminated or reduced to very low levels.

A. Mlcmmtriesshmldbegmpamdtnes:abliahmst:ictedﬁshj:q
msh'f,areasﬂfhighmzﬂemrﬂ_ant:atim{ashashamﬂmeb}r
Mexico, near Rancho Nusvo, and by the United States, near Cape
Canaveral) .

B. medmmlnwmtcfﬂﬂmgtﬂmesmﬂ@uprmtﬂmtp:echﬂﬂ
the incidental take of sea turtles should be given hich priority.
This technology should be made freely available to all states.

€. Information concerning the magnitude of the incidental catch of
sea turtles is sarely nesdsd. The industries involved in this
incidental catch should be encouraged to assist in the gathering
of informatian.

D. International fisheries commissions should address the problem
of incidental catch in the framing of their regulations. If neces-
Sanr,am&mtsstnuldbaprmteﬁfnrinmmatimalﬂstﬂry
conventions to give specific jurisdiction to fishery cormissions
over non~target species.

E. Turtles which remain alive after being incidentally captursd in
fishing nets should be resuscitated and released.



5
i

gy d¥, O
le fzﬁﬁﬁi : fé@“%
fivin Tah

g ; L ik L ‘ é-\:: .J‘J
é%ﬁvﬁ%%\ir E:’P% %“‘3 3 zé;i
T







Hatioaal (Jeeanic a nd Atmospheric Administration

Drusere 6 uuFs st G aﬂm

WW

LA - WL—(;L; Miﬂ—r.—@ ole
F@HM»@M m&,tﬂt»&“ o o1
b0 2k

fﬂl“ﬂl IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII






TRAFFIC(USA) s

1801 Connectout Avenue ™ W, Washington D C. 20008 Telephone [302) 797-7801 Cable PAMDAFUMND Telex: 64506
February 12, 1982

Dr. George Balazs

University of Hawaii at Manoa
Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
P.0. Box 1346

Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744

Dear George,
Thank you for sending us all the clips on sea turtles.

I have enclosed 1980781 Japan import statistics for tortoiseshell and
turtle skins (and leather) for your information. I'm still amazed at the
number of CITES parties still trading in turtle products. Only Japan,
France, and Italy have taken reservations.

We are preparing our 1981 Sea Turtle Trade Update and will include Japan's
statistics along with data we collected for Singapore, Thailand, Korea,
China, Indonesia, and Hong Kong. If you have any information you would
11ke to include, please let us know. We would Tike to include the pictura
you sent us of the box of areen turtle meat from Expromar sitting in a
Japanese warehousa. Any problems with this?

e Best,
x -~ ; ZE; T g
David Mack

Assistant Mrector

P.S5. I have also enclosed CTF's petition to reverse the decision and
allow farmed products back into the U.5.

TRAFFIC (WS4 1 — Tradks Racords Analysis of Flara and Fapng in Caommarca — 1§ a Spacialksl Group of tng Bpecias Sufvwal Gommisaion of (he
inbernationad Union {oe Conseervation of Mature arsd Halursl Regources. IEs Tunclion 18 1o monibes ihe inlamational trade vy wikdlile and plants
TRAFFIC WLS AT is fundad by Warld ‘Wildide Furd. LS
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Mational Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE

Southeast Region

2450 Eoper Boulewvard

St. Petersburg, Florida 33702

September 3, 1981 F/SERx1:RJ
TO: Files
FROM: F/SERx1 - Rnlf,%uhi
SUBJECT: Turtle Harvest in Mexico, 1973 - 197%

An official report from the Mexiean Department of Fisheries lists
the following figures on reported harvest of turtles, whole weight basis:

= 'y % Converted to individuals

YEAR MT LBS. (000) 100 1bs. each

1973 4,809 . 579 i 105,790 each

1974 2,641 5,810 58,100

1975 3,697 8,133 81,330

1976 3,318 7,299 72,5990

1977 3,233 7.3113 71,130

1978 6,658 14,647 146,470

1979 4,076 8,967 89,670

* The turtles are not listed by species, but it ig assumed 95% of
the harvest is the Pacific Bidlew.

It is believed that at least half of the actua]l harvest is not reported,
cansequently, the above figures should be doubled tq give a more realistic
count.

What comes to mind is = why 18 the Pacific Ridley on the endangered
ligg?

ce -
F - William Stevenson
F/CM3 - Richard Roe

F/SEC - Dr. William Fox
FfIAZ - Barbara Rothschild
F/SECx& - Fred Berry
F/SER6 - Dr. D. Ekberg




Yniverutty of Toronto

DEFARTMENT OF ZO0LOSEY

RAMSAY WRIGHT FsoolodiCal LAADRATORIES
20 HARODODRD STREET
TORCGHTD MaS 141, CHTARID, SAMNADA

Kovember 10, 1081

Mr. George Balazs

NMFS /HOAA

P.0. Box 383D
Honolulu, Hawaii 96812
UsA

Dear George,

In principle I would like to publish your ms on tags. As you
know I think this topic needs attention and devoted much space to it
over the wears.

We are however under Iincreasing space pressure. Your article
does not give much in the way of solid data on loss of different tag
gizes, logs due to different mechanisms but as somecne who has thought
much about it, your opiniens are especially valuable. The essential
parts of your article could be got across with about half the number of
words, without loas of elarity. I have gone through it making
suggestions for local reductions,but without altering the structure.

As author you will be better placed to find more places to reduce.

I am overwhelmed with material coming in for the newsletter, and
am having to make some hard decision sbout priorities. We only have
limited funds. In summary, I would very much like your article, but
could not accept it at its present length.

You are getting an answer on the day I received this.

Best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

" 7ﬂ Fews

Micholas Mrosovslky

WM/ rs . i :
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UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
SAINESVILLE, 32611
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UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA

DATE: 29 October '81
MEMO TOX george:
FROM: Hope you had a good trip. Enclosed
SUBJECT: are my comments on the tag paper.
Don't be alarmed by all the scratchings-
I always over—-comment, I think the paper will
really provide help to people trying to decide
on tags. Really, if the 681 tag is good on
your Hawaiian greens, it ought to serve on
just about anything else. And it's nicer to
use, anyway.

I made copies of the paper and gave them
to Dr, Carr and Karen. They should be sending
you their comments soon.

Hot much new to report here. We're having
a meeting with Fred Berry next week re WATS,
Mavbe we'll find out what's what on the manual.

Lynda is sending you a copy of a paper
on sea turtles in Thailand done by some people
in the Musgeum, HNeither are turtle people ==
they just had a contract as part of a bigger
study,

Hope all is well -- write soon. Anne



FAUNA & FLORA PHESEHUAT[DN SOCIETY

Falron Her Majesty the Dueen
c/o ZDOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON REGENT'S PARK I.I'.IHDﬂII NW1 4RY 01-586 0872
Cables: Faunasos London MW

JARSyab/Dd
President Zir Peter Scoll CBE DEC
Chairman of Cowen Lord Craiglon PG CBE Han. Secrelary Dand Jones EVaihed BSc MACYS
Vice-Chairman Richard Fitler Han. Editor of Oryx Mrs. M. 5. Fiter
Han, Treasurer T, A P, Walker Executive Secrefary John A, Burton

Han, J Ejeike FPetersen,
100 CGeorge 5t.,

Srizbane,

Gugensland 4000,

Australia, 2nd February, 1982
¥

Dear Sir, E

Ve are most concernad about the proposals concerning development
of Mon Repos Aeach, near Dundaberg, Queensland, which is a breedinn site
for the endangered logperhead Turtle. Please could you keep us fully
informed as to the proposals anpd procedures for yoicing objecticons,

should the development in any way affect the turtles,

Yours Talthfully,

John A, Burton
Executive Secretary

bh.2.,c., Prof H Messal
Prof A Carr/Dr George Balazs (Marine Turtle Group/SScC)
Mr M Kennedy {Fund for Animals)
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Commission du sarvice de sauvegarde — Survival Service Commission

Prof. Archie Carr

Caribbean Conservakion
Corporation

Dept of Zoology

College of Arts and Scilences
University of Florida
Gainesville, Florida 32601
LYY

17 December 1981

Dear ﬁ"‘hﬁl;-i‘

You should by now have received the triennial report of the Chairman
of SBC which was presented to the 15th Seszion of the IUCH General
Aggembly in October; in Christchurch, Hew Eealand. B&As you will have
noted £rom the report, this has been a wvery active pericd for S8C.

I send my warm appreciation for the contribution that you have made
to this solid record of achievement.

Az stated in the IUCH Eegulations, your term as Bpecialist Group
Chairman expired at the time of the General Assembly in October.
However, I would be most pleased if vou were able and willinmg to
serve for a further three—year term as Chairman of the Marine Turtle
Epecialist Group, with Dr. George H, Balazs as Depuky Chairman,

I have taken the liberty to submit your name for re-appointment to
the IUCH Council at Chrilstchurch and my nomination has been approved.

I wish to reiterate my thanks for your services over the past
triennium and look forward to receiving your decision, which I hope
will ke affirmative. ‘

Sincerely YOULS,

reu

Grenville Lucas
Chairman
Species Survival Commission

Simcratarian:
Bvtvos du Mong-Bisnc Title/ Tedan: 22818 juss Thagrammes/ Telagrams:
1198 Gland - Suissse/Switzeriand Tal,/Tal, 10227 o4 32 64 IERATLRE GLAND



UnNivERsITY OF FLORIDA
GAINESVILLE, 32611

DEP & HTMEHT\_DF ZQoLOgy
ZE3 BARTRAM HAaLL
BD4-392-1 307

February 4, 1982
Dr. Grenville Lucas
Chairman
Species Survival Commission
IUCH
Avenue du Mont-Blane
CH-1196 Glandg
Switzerland

Dear Grenvilie.
Thank you for Your letter gf December 17, 1981 with the
SUuggestion that T accept the chairmanship of the Marine Turtie

Specialigt Group for a new three-yesr Period. By rights 1

Teappointment, gg I do, and am happy that ¥ou tolerate the
thought,

us.
Best regardg,
Sinceraly Yours,
irchie Carr
Graduate Research Professor
AC/14w

Eoura L R - LAY MENT OPPOR TN TY .-'AFP-mHJ.'rIH'n ACTIOM I-T.MPI..-;‘!'EH




UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
FAINESVILLE, 32811

COLLEGE OF AATS AHND SCIEMCES
CEPARTMEMT OF ZOOLOAY January 28, 1982

Mr. George Balazs
P.0. Box 1346
Kaneohe, HI 96744

Dear George:

In re the film referred to in Monitor it is
the same Jane Frick memorial film you saw in
Washington. It's good, although I do too much
of the talking in it. It has just been trans-
lated into Spanish and we're going to see that
version Saturday.

Do you have any reason to want to see the
English edition again?

Best regards.

Sincerely vours,

j'].ii.rr:h'he Carr
Graduate Research Professor

MWW
w;ﬂ"l
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27 January i?EE TR

Tear Jack:

Enclosed is & copy of the Presidential decree establishing
Playa Ostional as a "protected area" for sea turtles. In

the accompanying letter from Robinson, 1t seems that jthe
decrea may be modified somewhat, primarily as a result of

an effort to move the responsibility within the Ministry

of Agriculture from the Fisheries Department {very expleitation
bent in phildsophy) te the Wildlife Department (less so).

The in fighting is only now starting to see who has final
control. I'll keep you posted on this development especially
as to how it affects our activities there (it does considerably
in many ways)

Other news: Received a letter with accompanying return datia
from Sant* Hosa Park informing me of another arribada at
Naneite in December. Very small emergence, will elaborate
in report.

Have received an encouraging letter from ¢he Center for Environmental
Fduacation, Sea Turtle Rescue FPund. No funds available for

this year but will try to work it in for next. Am going to

treat them special with regudar updates and a small selection

of slides. Another letter was puzzeling. From the Animal

Research and Conservation Center (NY Zoolegical) an statement

that they normally do not make ménor contributions to projecis -
funded prineipally by other parties but that they would entertais }ﬂ
a proposal if it is indicated that the money would be spent on A
Nancite and not Ostional! Any idea what the latter is all about. ,ﬁff

Ln about Tinighed with analysis of the data that does not reguire
computor output from C.R., Much of it Rery exciting, so much so¢
that %t the desire to continue with this work is overriding the
earllier hesitancy brought on by the prospect of imménent bankrupey
if I do. But then its tough times for all at the moment.

In your letter to Minarik in Honduras, you mentioned that IFuS i
might be able to supply tags. Will you be able to do this for J&?
us ag in past years apart from the gfficial grant? P

Give me a ring when you have g chance and we can discus the above
and more.

Best regards,

Steve
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EL PRESIDENTE DE LA REPUBLICA : > <
¥ EL MINISTRO DE AGRICULTURA Y GANADERIA, <
-

En ejercicio de las facultades gue les confiere el arilculo 140, incise 3) de la
= Conatitucidén Politica, y de conformidad con lo estableeido por el articuls % lneisa b
del Decreto-Loy numero 130 de 28 de setiembre de 1548, y

«  Censiderawdo

1°—Que para ¢l Foder Ejeculive es priorifario la conservacién y manejo raclonal
de los recursos paturales removables .
#%=—Que las torlugns marinas constituyen un importante récurds nalural repo-
vabla y su supervivencia depende em alte grado de las medidas de profeceida y
:|- maneje qué el pais {nln comunjdsd internacional les bripde,
i¥—Que entre los mecanismos mis efegtivos para su proleceldn g encuenira
la realizaciin de investigaciones cientificas que conduzean a la obtencién de bases
silidas, para s adminisiracién de este tipa de recurso,
4—Que ge hace imperative, bajo la dificil situacién ccondémica par la que
alraviesa ol pals, promover la investigacién do loz recursos vivos del mar o través
1:13 I_l:.ﬂrimpﬁ:nlm Interinstitueional y del apoye que pusdan brindar organismos
+* ooa
E%—Quie .sla Rica ademéy de ser pals signatario de la Convenelén sobre el
Comercio Internacional da Especles Amennzadas de Flora ¥ Faunn Bilvestre, ha
reslizado importantes esfuerzos en la proteccitn de las principnles dreas de apida-
mignto de toriugas marines, azf como para regular el comercio lanls de sus productos
e i ke incia d t
| Aya tonal en la provineia de Guanacaste, constituye una zona
de suma importancia para el anidamiento de Lepldochelys ollvaces, ?

For {anto,
DECRETAN:

Articulo 1%—Doclirase drea protegida parn el desove v reproduccién de lartugas
marinas, 1a Tong marilimo-ferrestre comprendida desde [a desembocadurs del o
Nosara (provinela de Guanaeaste), coordenadas 210080 N-352040 E, Haoja Carfogrifica
¥M3-I, hasta 1o desembocadura de la quebrods Rave f{provineia de Guanacasie),
coordenadas 222000 N-347670 E, Hoja Carlogrifics 3056 II asi como las aguas te-
critoriales dol mar Pacifics, nnrgjprtﬂd.u enire Bz0s pudtos.

Articulo $P—La administraciin del grea estard a cargo del Ministerio de Asrieul-
tura y Ganaderia a través de su Direccidn General de Recursos Fesqueros ¥ Acvicullura
¥ para cumplic con los fimes gue sa tr:rs:guen en el presenle decreto, debera de
promover la suseripeion de coovenios copperaciin eientifica eon instiuciones ma-
cionales o extranjeras, '

Articule 2*—El Ministerio de Agrieulivra ¥ Ganaderia odrd construle insta-
laclones con fus proplos Tecursos o medianie proveclos couperalivos com ofrns insti-
futicnes ewanda fenga comio fin propleiar la investipaeidn cientifica o pratezer &l
racurso deniro del drea sefalada en ol mrileuln 39, A

Atrticulo 4%—Pars [z construceidn de cualquier Upo de Instalacién o desarrolloe
en el drea sehalada en el articole 1° dol presente decreto, so requerird el criterio

_ttenleo faverable del Ministerio de Agricultura y Gapaderia.

Articulo FO—EL Ministerls de Gobarnacion y Seguridad Piblics brindard ja vigi-
lancla que ¢l drea requiera bajo Ins normas y supervisibn que el 3inisterio de Arricul-
lura y Ganaderia considere procedentes, con el objeto de goruntirar los fines que so
persiguen cn el presente decrele.

Articuly t¥—Esle decreio rige & parlle de sy publicaciino.

Dado en la Presidencip de ia Repdblica. —San José, a los quince diss del mes
de diclembre de mil oovecienios gebecta ¥ una,

A RODRIGO CARAZD
Fl Hihiﬁ:[‘ﬂl-ﬂﬂ' Agrleuliurs v Ganaderia,

i ]

! HEH.‘GJ*.':’._"; FONSECA ZAMORA,
L E e T e e il
e — :
: 1.
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WORLD CONFERENCE ON  Department of Zoology

University of Florida

SEA TURTLE CONSERYATION  cainesville, FL 32611

November 26-30, 1978 Washington, D.C. (904)392-1250
25 January 1982

Dear Author:

The first batch of galley proofs has finally arrived. The rest will
follow within the next few weeks. The Smithsonian Press has had these
manuscripts in the works since 15 January 1981--1 know the wait has been
long. To avoid further delay, please return this galley to me, via certi-
fied mail, within 72 hours. I will be sending the galleys back to the Press
in batches, and they will begin work on them as they receive them,

I know 1t 1s tempting at this time to add all the new information you
have learned during the last two years, Overcome this temptation. In the
WWF/US - Smithsonian Press contract, there is no allowance for alterations;
confine your corrections to typesetting errors. I have enclosed a copy of
your ms from which the typesetters worked, This copy may differ from your
last copy because of changes made by Smithsonian's copy editor., Please
return both the galleys and the edited ms to me so that I can return them
to Smithsonian Press. They request that you correct typesetting errors in

“red, If you find any grammatical changes that must be made, other than
~typesetting errors, make these corrections in blue,

Thank you for your cooperation. I hope there will be no further delays.
Sincerely yours,
R airt W

Karen Bjorndal
Post-doctoral Research Associate

v PR BT -
J L} I ~Ly . -
e | Ly, nay,




UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
GAIMESVILLE, 32811

DEFARTMENT OF Z0OLOGY 3 January 1982
223 BARTRANM HALL

B04-392-11007

Dear George:

1 must apmologiEe to you on two couxksnts in this letter. First, for not

including a friendly note with my otherwise atern letter that accompanied
your manuscifpts. I thought T was going to call you to make sure you were in
Hawaill before I mailed it, but Amnie knew you were there, so I saved the MOTET 4
You also saved the grant (WWF/US) 53.50 by providing vour NMFS franked mail
label, thanks., I hope your manuscripts were ckay. My entire morning was taken

_ up with talking to the other authors I had malled manuscripts to. They all

| had complaints, and valid ones, about the changes the copy editor had made,
It sounds like T am in for a lot more headaches. Also, I thought I was going to
Mauritiuvsm to look at their turtle famrm., Derney from CITES sent a telegram
saying I had been okayed. I called him to confirm I could go and his assistant
told me (fairly rudely) that they thought I should come up with the half the
money ("Dr. Carr has so many grants for this sort of thing™), and when I told
him/her(I'm not sure which) that that wasn't possible, he/she said that they
had somecne else, cheaper, in mind. I can certainly mmderstand that it is a lot
of money to send me over to tell them something I could tell them right now,mik
but they could have bemn nicer about it. I'm sure Berpey didn't know it was
handled in such & manner., I am also working my rear end off, killing sheep and
incubating sections of thelr gut contents. Slaughter days start at 7 am and gO
absolutely non-stop til 3 am. MNeedless to say, it is a little exhausting. But
in the midst of all this darkeness came a ray of light., Sweet Ggorge sent me
some beautiful turtle sgamps. I really love them., Thank you so much, Alan
s8id he wishes you collected bee stamps.

The secretary just went home so now I can use her correcting typewriter, and not make

such a mesgy letter. Back to the stamps. They really are great, I'm afraid that

my stamp collection is more yours than mine. Oh well, They are pretty. Any word on

the US gfampgj I hope you don't think I was hinting for stamps fom you. I was only

sharing iy plight with the only person I knew who could truly sympathize.

All is about the ssme here, except that I am more frantic and feeling torn in
more directions than usual. Have you decided what you're going to do regarding your
contract with NMFS? GSpeaking of WMFS and my recent dark moments (I know, a thrilling
topic you wish I'd leave) I received a paper to review a couple of weeks ago, and was
a bit surprised to see it, because the last time I had seen it I was a co-author, and
now I wasn't. One of your NMFS colleagues had dropped my name and not bothered to tell
me, The world is full of fiends. I got a very cheerful letter from Mort; it was good
to hear her sounding so happy again. I am going to be so relieved when the turtle
book'Ye all done. Smithsonian says the book won't be out, until late summer. They say
that the book is just so big that every stage goes very slowly. I'm sure that's true,
but three years is ridiculoug. Of course, Smithsonian wasn't involved the first B months.
I'm planning a trip next month to Inagua. I really need to get back there. I miss it
g0 much. T hope I can get away. Now that the Mauritius trip is cancelled it will be
easier., 1T hope all is going well with you and yours. Come visit Florida again and
bring your family. Isn't Christian old encugh for Ddsney World yet? I would even
break wy vow and go there myself, to be your smiling Florida tourist guide. You
really do owe us George. I don't know why, but you do, Dr. Carr visited you last,
it"s your turn. All here send their regards and best wishes. I have a plle of stuff
to send you and to answer from your earlier letters, and as soon as I get the last of

ESUAL EMPLOYMENT GPPORTUNITY /AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLEYER



the sheep killed tomorrow, I am going to get my life organized and sit down and write
you & proper letter. 1 promise. 0Untlil then, forgive me, and thanks again for the

stamps.

)z}/d pryy



University of Rhode sland, Kingsion, Rhode lsland 02881
Capartment of Zoglogy, Binloglcal Sciences Buldng, 401-792-2372

21 January 1982

Or. George H. Balazs

University of Hawaii at Manoa
Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
P.0. Box 1346

Coconut Island
kaneohe, Hawaii 96744

Dear George:

Thanks for the leatherback article! My guess is that the
"orange" spot described was the strange, scar-l1ike, light area on
the heads of all leatherbacks. We used grange paint sticks on the
carapaces of our animals, At first we painted designs, but later

went to block numbers.
-

— hre you interested in attendTng a turtle workshop in Georgia
(;hhij_ﬁarch or April? If so, I'11 include you fn the mailings.

Sincerely,
S .
1541

C. Robert Shoop
Professor of Zoology

CRS/cal



BOR GRAHAM
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GEDRGE FIRESTONE
Secretary of St

Jid SMITH

Ananey General
GERALD A, LEWIS
Comptreder

State of Florida
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES g

DOYLE CONNER
: Commissioner of Agricolure
DR. ELTON 1. GISSENDANNER ook COMMONWEALTH BOULEVARD | TALLAHASSEE 3J2M3 BALPH D. TURLINGTON
Exacutiva Ivenctar

Citimnigsioner of Fdwialann

REFLY TO

FLA. DEPT, OF NATURAL RESOURCES
MRL FIELD STATION
PO, Box 941
Temsen Beach, Florids 33457 Fhone: (305} 33d=] 657

16 Dacember 1981
Mr, George Balazs
ROAA,/HMFS File: 13-1-f=§

P, 0. Box 3830
Honolulu, Hawaii 96812

Daar George:

Thank you for the post cards and the newspaper item. It was good to

learn that Hawaii, through NMFS, now has a green turtle head start
PIOSTAM,

As a Pearl Harbor Survivor, I, accompanied by my wife, was in Hawaii
last week. Our schedule was rather fulland we missed many things that
we would liked to have seen. Had I known of your head start project,
I would have made a special effort to visit your facilities.

With beat wishes for success, I am

Slncerely,

b,

Biologisat

ADMINISTRATION » LAW ENFORCEMENT = MARINE RESOURCES

DEVISIONS |
RECHEATION ANIN PARKS = RESOURCE MANAGEMENT = STATE LANDS




MONITOR

THE CONSERVATION, ENVIRONMENTAL
AND ANIMAL WELFARE CONSORTILIM

1506 19th 5t., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 200356 (202) 234-6576

Apenda = 23 November 1281

1) Federal Register Notlces
2) Draft letters

3) Information and Action Ttems

a)

b)

c)

d)

a)

£)

Reagan S Lacey Act -- Amendments strengthening this landuark wildlife
protection ’fﬁ wers signed by President Reagan on 16 November, culminating
a four-year effort by conservationiste to crack down on the huge illsgal
trade in wildlife. The Interior and Justice Depts. have pledged to use

the Lacey Act to make large numbers of busts in the coming years.

Madeira Eyi% %ﬁ == The owner of the whaling station in Portugal's

8 shut down his operation that was taking 80 to 100
sperm whales each year, reports Fetra Deimer, the West Oerman whale-saver
who has been monitoring the Portuguese whaling for years., That leaves
the Asores as the only place whaling continues in Portugal, with a take
of around 250 anmually.

Monkey Trial Decilsion Tﬁ- == The cruelty trial against the owner and the
managar clenced Lab will climax today when the
Maryland judge hands down hils decision, Conservationists and humane

activists should capitalize on the case, which will be a landmarik
decision if 1t is in faver of the monkeys.

uage Lecture == Konday, 1l December at 6 and 8:30 p.m, at the
o age Conversations with Chimpangees" will be

]
r - =1,

the subject addressed by Roger Fouta, psychology professor at Washington
Jtate Univeralty who has trained a female chdmp, Washos, to commmicate
with a vocabulary of 200 signs., Audubon lecture serles,

Sea Dtter Report -—— Stephanie Kaga.of Friends of the Sea Ottar will dageribe
the efforts of conservationists on the West Coast to protect the California
gea otter, which is under assault by fishing interesta and tha stata of
California, Kaza is in Weshington to help eoordinste the campaign to
save the Endangered Species Act between the East and West cossts.
1_-.-_-'-“—""-— s — -
Turtle Filn —- A dagsling, 18-minite film about sea turtles and the ™
Threats to thelr existence will be shown today. It was produced by the |
Frick famdly with the ¢ tion of krehde Carr and Oordy Waterman, ./
CED T . s

——

——

—— e

Interior Declares War on Predators -- Bowing to pressure from ranchers and
farmers, the Fich and WilAlifs Sarvice last week ammounced it is 1ifting
the ban on using the highly toxic poison 1080 ("ten-eighty*) to wipe out
coyotes and other predators around livestock, The feds also approved
denndng, in which the coyote pups are gassed or burned in their underground
dens. Several conservation and animsl welfare groups, including Defenders
of Wildlife, The Humane Soclety of the United States and Environmesntal
Defense Fund, may sus to block the war on the predatars,
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Agenda - 30 November 1581

1) Federal Reglster Notices
2) Draft letters
3) Information and Action Items

a)

LY

c)

d}

hhﬁ Win Limited Viect == The Maryland trial on cruelty charges of
Tr. ard Taub re hiu{:ﬂn?intimnnﬂixumtnutfailbxgtn
provide adequate vetsrinary care and & $3,000 fine, The fate of the

16 menkeys, however, is uncleer, Taub could get them back, He has vowed
to appeal his convietion, claiming he is being crucified by & conspiracy
of homanigcs, Taub likens himself to Galileo, who was persecuted for his
scientific inguiry, He has hired one of the top New York public relaticns
firms to counter-attack, according to reports. Where Taub is getting the
tens, if not lundreds, of thousands of dollars for his hdghepriced lawyers
(o setsl) and PR, i3 an wnanswered quastion, Report today on the
status of the case by Monitor groups,

Hobeat, CITES Threat —- There are moves afoot to amend the Endengered
Specias Lot to Lessen the protections in the U.Se of a1t socrson

listed as threatensd (Appendix IT) under the Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species, In implementing the treaty, the Act

taking of the species is not detrimental to the health of the population,
The state fish and game agencies and trapping and fur interests are

working to undermine the CITES requiremsnt after losing in federal court

in a sult brought by Defenders of Wildlife. The court found that the
Interice Dept., the management authority under CITES, had not determined
thuutnmnrhuhmtmthuiuputnrhmﬂngmmppingmrtharw
trade., Having lost in cowrt, the special interests are seeking legislative

End red cies Act Hear == Next week, the Bth and 10th (Tuesday
ay £30 a.m. in 4200 Dirksen before the
environment subcormittee of the Senate Committee on Environment and
Public Works. Interior Sec, Watt has been invited to testify on the
8th in this oversight hearing, Conservationists and special interssts
will testify later on ths Bth and on tha 10th, Jubcommittee John Chafse
(R = Rhode Island) plans to develop a bill later in December for the
resuthorization of tha Act, which expires in 1982,

gr Launch Whale Counter-Attack - A letter-writing campaign to the

« OBOTE of 0 key Japanese trade officials has been
initiated by conservation groups to pressure Japen and other whaling
nations to rescind their cbjections to TWC regulations. Secretary of
State Haig should be encouraged to threaten economic sanctions against
the flshing industries of the offending nations, and the Japanese
should be educated to the intérnational outrage over Japan's actions,
See the Decembar action alert,
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BOA-392-1 17

Sr. Mario Hurtado

Institute Macional de Pesca
Box 5918

Guayaquil, Ecuador

Dear 5r. Hurtado:

I am writing to invite you to become a member of the Marine Turtle
Specialist Group of the International Union for the Conservation of Nature.
The Group is composed of members widely dispersed throughout the world. A
principal purpose of the organization is to establish a system of eommuni-
cation among members that will disseminate understanding of the biology

and survival positions of the sea turtles of the world, and will provide

a means of mobilizing rapid and effective intervention in their behalf.
In order to improve coordination of our efforts, and promote Group under-

standing of local conditions, please let us know of special turtle conservation

problems that you may recognize in your area. I hope also that you will send

this office copies of any recent publications by yourself or colleagues. The
titles and authors of proposals for sea turtle research now under way or in
preparation there would alse be helpful.

It is a pleasure to be able to welcome you to membership in our Group,
and I sincerely hope you will find the association rewarding.

Sincerely yours,

ﬁzzchﬂe Carr, Chairman

Marine Turtle Specialist Group
TUCH

ESUAL EMPLOYMENT QPPORTUNITY /AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMB LY ER
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Dear Archie,
This is to accept membership of the IUEN Turtle

Group for another psriod,

Could you let me have the 1981 figure for 1
Number of Turtles recorded on the 5-mile study beach

at Tortdzuero ( gresn turtles )3 This figure would be

agquivalent of the 3170 Tor 19580

= =
o 428 for 79 etc.

~ / “
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200 Y
i;\ With best wishes for ths New Year,

.-F._._'II.__.-
/f'ﬁ ".'E’;-"Es-‘,r_______

Nicholas lirosovsky ,
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Telephone: $46.23246 STATE FISHERIES DEPARTMENT,

0945-31497 TRENGGANU,
MALAYSIA.
fm FLOOR WISMA PERSEEUTUAN,
i Rel KUALA TRENGGANL.
oar Ref:
: : t MALAYSIA
Our Ref: Prk.Tr. 2601/ 3¢ 3; 2 2nd January, o a2

Dr. Archie Ca:‘r,

Chairman,

IUCH Marine Turtle Specislist Group,
c/o Department of Zoology,
University of Florida,

Gainesville, 32611,

United States of «Americs,

Dear Dr. Carr,

Thank you very much for your memo dated December, 15,-1931.

I hereby accept your irvitation to serve for another term
of three years as a merber of the JUCN Marine Turtle
Specialist Group.

I will keep you in touch with the leeal devalopment on

turtle conservation.

With best regards,

Yours Sincerely,

of Fisheries,
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223 BARTRAM HALL

508-192-1107 January 14, 1982

Mr. Kim Cliffton
Apartado 124
Tecoman

Colima 28100
Mexico

Dear Kim:

Many thanks for the copy of your very helpfully annotated map showing sea
turtle nesting activity there. A1l this was too much for me to pick up from
your verbal accounts.

Please tell again, at your earliest convenience - preferably by calling
me collect at my office [(904)392-1250] or at home [(904)466-3231] - what you
told me about macroplankton collecting in bands along shear lines that form
when the wind changes, and pushes Fac?ff: water in ti11 it meets longshore
river water. The lack of any sargassum off the coast there makes this seem an
important ecologic virtue of the beaches there - as you know. Does the wind-
change correspond to the hatching season pretty closely? About when does it
occur? Is the change in prevailing direction from westerly to southwesterly?
What are the principal plankton organisms that accumulate in the bands? Have
you, or has anybody you know, ever seen the stuff being eaten? I you don't
know what the main creatures in the driftline are, could you get some of them
pickled - in guaro or something - and send them to me? I'm trying to explain
to the WWF in Gland how longshore shears and driftlines bear on hatchling

ecology and the "lost year," and your information would be very interasting
to them.

In a letter to Russell I made a few suggestions regarding the data-taking
aspects of your extremely important and stirring project there. I believe
Russell 1s sending these on to you - for whatever feasibility they may have at
this late time in the season.

Many thanks for making my visit there so stimulating. I was really very
deeply impressed by what you are accomplishing, and I just hope to hell you
don't get shot. Eva and George likewise - and to them my very best regards,
Also to the Little Angel,

Best regards.

Sincerely yours,

iP.rth{e Carr

Graduate Research Professor

AC/ Tw

EQUAL EMPLOYMENT SFFORTUNITY /AFFIMMATIVE ACTIOH EMPLAYER
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January 14, 1982

Biol. Rene Marguez M.
Instituto Macional de Pesca
Apartado Postal 79-082

Col. Doctores

Mexico 7, DF

Mexico

Dear Rene:

Many thanks for your letter. I'm glad you are willing to continue as a
member of the Marine Turtle Group.

I was really very sorry that you found it impossible to join us in the
visit to Maruata. I was impressed by the work that Kim and his colleagues are
doing there. Buying eggs from potential poachers seems like peculiar manage-
ment - but what else can you do? Because of the egg purchases thousands of
hatchlings that otherwise would not have been hatched, are going into the sea
every night. Kim's participation in road-blocks and other efforts to stop the
gontrabemdiates 4150 seems unusual behavior for a gringo, and one likely to
get him shot - but, frankly, T don't believe the Tocal officials have the
motivation to do it. With the road now finished, the poachers can get $300
or even more for a furtle in Acapulco, Tijuana or San Diegn., To try to stop
a trade as Tucrative as that is very hard, as you know - and probably pretty
dangerous. Anyway, the day I arrived at Maruata they recalled the marines,
and I freely admit that I was pretty damn uneasy for a while.

Two things I wish. One is that they could keep the Florida Audubon
airplane down at Maruata long enough to make twice-weekly, early morning track
counts along the whole coast where the black turties nest. This would give
you better data for population estimates. The other is that Colola beach could
be marked off in 200-meter sections and, every night, all - not just some -
nesting turtles could be tagged, measured, and their exact positions on the
beach noted. This would provide very useful information for management

. proposed, and also for interesting comparison with similar data from Tortuguero.
A third wish of mine is that more Mexicans were participating in the program
|| down there, so as to insure continuity and permarence for the work when Kim leaves.

Colola seems to me an fdeal place to work on the black turtles, but the
two Mexican girls who live out on the beach are too busy with the hatchery work
to have time to do thorpugh tagging. It almost broke my heart to see dozens of
black turtles going back into the sea without tags.

Would you please advise me about a question that has arisen in our
relations with Cuban tag returns?

ESUaAL EMPLOYMENT OPFORTUNITY /AFF|AMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER



Biol, Heﬁe Marquez M.
January 14, 1982
Page 2

Dr. Gustavo Gotera Gonzalez has just returned three tags. He says no
reward is desired, but instead he wants publications, including my book
So Excellent a Pighe. 1'm afraid the publications, especially books, would
be held up in the adugng there. What do you think? If I should send them
to you - as with the reward checks - would you be willing to forward them
for us, and do you think they would get by customs all right? I'l11 be happy
to hear from you in this respect.

I hope you can get down to Maruata before Kim leaves.
With best regards.

Sincerely yours,

Graduate Research Professor

AC/Tw
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P.5. The last that Karen heard about the World Conference book was that it
ought to be out in a couple of months.

o
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Sinca 1900, The Veice of Conzervation.

Florida Audubon Society

{308} £47-2815 & P O, Drower 7 ® Maoithand, Plorida 32751

v qu.e_ Ballazs

HAW R SrsTTumE of MARINE &10LOGY ©
P00 Bow 13y
CocomuT (seAnl
K AnERHE
WA g T

University of Rhode laland, Kingston, Ahade Island 02881
Leparimend of Zoology, Bislogical Sciences Bullding
b (201) Taz-2aT2

21 December 1831

Dr. George Balazs

University of Hawaii at Manoa
Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
P.0, Box 1345

Coconut Island

Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744

Dear George:

Many, many thanks for your gift of the beautiful
cards. We all Tike them!
Best wishes for the holiday season.

Sincerely,

B —

C. Robert Shoop
Professor of Zoology

CRS/cal
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TRAFFIC(USA) &k

1801 Connecticut Avenea N W . Washington, 0NG. 20009 - Telkephane [202 787-7201  Cable: PANDAFUND Telex 84505

January 5, 1982

George Balazs

University of Hawaii at Manca
Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
P.O. Boxx 1346

Eameche, Hewaii 96744

Dear George,
Thanks for the note and post cards. The picture confirms the fact that
sea turtle meat is imported by Japan ( a fact not previously established) and

that Ecuador is still exporting its turtle products. Fouador still labels
meat "green turtle meat" when they are commercially exploiting the oclive ridley.

All our best during the MNew Year.

Sincerely yours,

£ -
: - !
. &
Azsistant Director
oo WIMD
TRAFFIC (5.4, — Trade Reconds Analysis of Flars and Fauns in Sommerce s o Speciatist Group of the Bpecies Burvival Qomimismon of 1hes
nternational Wnion for Caonsarvation af Mature ant Natural Aesawoes 115 fanction is 1o maniios 1he intarmalianal 1racs mowiidides and olants.

THAFFIC (U540 i funded by Warln Wikdlile Funid-LL5
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904-392-1107 December 10, 1981

Dr. Russell Train

Prasident

World Wildlife Fund

1601 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Suite B0OO

Washington, D.C. 20009

Dear Russell:

This is a brief summary of my impressions of the fantastic Cliffton
black turtle project.

First of all, I believe that what Kim is doing is shielding the Michoacan
colony of Cheloniz agzesisi from certain and prompt destruction, and that he is
virtually the only force at work toward that end.

Kim's active participation in seizures and arrests makes me uneasy for his
safety, and is at least in part illegal. I'm happy that he has done this, but
it's Alice-in-Wonderland stuff, and very dangerous, and hard for Mexico City to
stﬂmizh- It probably ought to be soft-peddied. I think we are agreed in that
regard.

The policy of buying eggs and installing them in hatcheries is sound and
successful. Despite some official objection in Mexfco City, many thousands of
hatchlings that would otherwise never have seen the light are going into the
sea. This ought to continue indefinitely if Pesca can be placated.

The data-gathering aspect of the work ought to be augmented. What I
missed badly was a systematic tagging patrol of the magnificent Tulola nesting
beach. I don't know whether this could be done in what remains of the current
season, but I wish it could be. Kim ought to mark off a manageable section of
Tulola by placing conspicuous, numbered pests on the upper beach, znd then
resume tagging there, consistently patrolling the entire study section every
night, taking overall carapace lengths of the turtles tagged, and recording
their location on the beach. Only turtles known te have completed nesting
should be tagged. It made me drool to see all those untagged, easy-to-tag
turtles nesting there the night we visited Tulola. They really ought to get
careful attention. We spoke of the diverse reasons why they ought to be tagaged,
and I'11 expatiate again if you want me to. To do so in the way I suggest would
produce data directly applicable to the conservation and management of agaseizi.

The other important data-gathering opportunity that is not being fully
realized is that of making periodic aerial track counts along the whale black
turtle shore section - some 40 miles, Since Kim has the Audubon airplane there
I wish he would at once begin making weekly, or preferably twice-weekly,
early-morning flights aleng all the separate beaches on which black turtles
nest, recording the numbers of fresh tracks on each. We are trying to do this

EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY /AFFIAMATIVE ACTION EME L&Y EA
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Dr. Russell Train
December 10, 1981

Page 2

with NMFS support all around the Caribbean, because 1t is one of the only
approaches to population estimates. In conjunction with the systematic,
nightly ground patrols on Tulola, these surveys would yield the first trust-
worthy approximation of the actual numbers of females that nest in Michoacan,
which is the principal remaining reservoir of the species on mainland America.

Data from both the aerial surveys and the tagging patrols ought to be
sent regularly to Rene Marguez at the Instituto, and you or Carles should talk
with Rene about the scientific aspects of the work, explaining exactly what
Kim is doing and pointing out that the project should be joined by young
Mexican counterparts who could continue the tagging after Kim's exercise is
phased out. Explain also that Pesca ought by rights to be sending Kim
notification of any tags put on by his people and sent in to the Instituto,
Only thus will Kim have any way of knowing, or reporting, what his tagging is
accomplishing.

I was s0 struck by the opportunity of advancing knowledge of black turtle
ecology at Tulela that if Kim were not working there, and if there were prospects
of getting the necessary permit from Pesca, I would try to find funding to set
up a protracted, seasonal tagging camp there. It is the best opportunity for
such work anywhere in the East Pacific.

I can't foreseewhat the future of Kim's operation will be, but he deserves
vast credit for having done a spectacular job, which few others could have
accomplished. I wish there were a way to attach him permanently to some
international conservation group, as a storm trooper who could be sent out on
critical enterprises, demanding extraordinary guts, energy, tact, dedication,
and an ability to live smoothly with any kind of people. Kim is worth a great
deal to wildlife conservation. Think over possibilities.

I enjoyed tha chance to be in the field with you, and I'm grateful for the
opportunity to visit the fabulous, tormented Michoacan shore.

Best regards.

Sincerely yours,

Graduate Research Professaor

AC/1 jw
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BOA-352-1107T

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

December 16, 1981
MEMORANDLIM

Members of the Marine Turtle Specialist Group

Archie Carr, Chairman W

IUCN Marine Turtle Specialist Group

Reappointment to Membership

I am pleased to invite you to serve for another term of three
years as a member of the IUCN Marine Turtle Specialist Group.
Plans for a Group meeting at an as yet undetermined date are
underway. You will be notified as they materialize. 1 hope
you will be willing to continue your membership in the Group,
and that you will be willing to keep this office in touch with

events important to sea turtle survival in your area.

EQUAL EMPLOYMERT SFPORTUMITY /AFFISMATIVE ASTION EMPLGYER
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December 16, 1981

Mr. Mike A. McCoy

Yap Institute of Matural Science
c/o Micronesian Maritime Authority
P,0. Box D

Kolonia, Ponape

Eastern Caroline Islands 96941
Dear Mr. McCoy:

I am writing to invite you to become a member of the Marine Turtle -
Specialist Group of the International Union for the Conservation of Nature.
The Group is composed of members widely dispersed throughout the world. A
principal purpose of the organization is to establish a system of
communication among members that will disseminate understanding of the biology
and survival positions of the sea turtles of the world, and will provide a
means of mobilizing rapid and effective intervention in their behalf. In
order to improve coordination of our efforts, and promote Group understanding
of local conditions, please let us know of special turtle conservation
problems that you may recognize in your area, [ hope also that you will send
this office copies of any recent publications by yourself or colleagues. The
titles and authors of proposals for sea turtle research now under way or in
preparation there would also be helpful,

It is & pleasure to be able to welcome you to membership in our Group,

and I sincerely hope you will find the association rewarding.

Sincerely yours,

?I:r:hie Carr, E!ffnr-r‘nﬁa-‘n—“

Marine Turtle Specialist Group
TUCH
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Dear George:

I haven't had much time to write lately, and now there's too much to
cram into one letter. A few things: Concerning your Pacific tag return data,
I thoughtyou might be interested to know that we handled one TongasFiji return,
but never got exact tagging data. We aren't even sure what species was involved,
as they tag both hawksbills and greensin Tonga. I corresponded with the
present fisheries people and they couldn't track down the tagging records., By
correspondence we have here, I think it was used after 1975. There's a possi-
bility that a former administrator has the records, Do you want to pursue it?
If so, I'1] send you his name and copies of our correspondence to date, [, i)
Dr. Carr got another letter from Mrosovsky about his IUCN prupusa}fﬁeing
rejected. Dr, Carr was wondering if you know why it was rejected. He doesn't
think it ever reached the reviewal stage. The manner in which Scott gave
him the news was pretty wretched--perhaps you got a carbon. It was just
penciled in on Mrosovsky's letter, not accepted, or something to that effect.

e
We finally gut;Eur invitations to MTG members about new terms. It has
been 1ike pulling teeth around here. We never resolved the Bustard/Hendrickson
issue--just went ahead with the old members. Dr. Carr sent letters of invitation
to McCoy and Hurtado of Ecuador, too. You should get carbons of these. B woclaiaid
M, g R e

Postcard news: I asked the woman in the Florida State Museum "Collector's
shop" 1f she would be interested in selling some. She doesn't usually sell
cards (except with FSM on them), but she is willing to try a few if you will
break them up into units of less than 100. She would like:

50 green turtle with monk seal (if available)
25 Chelonia mydas
2b Eretmochelys mbricata

I know that's a drop in the bucket, but if they sell well, I'm sure she will
want more. Let me know if you want to do this, and I'11 put her in touch with
_ you. Dr. Carr had asked me to order 50 of the greens and hawksbills to use
N\ in tagging correspondence when your shipment arrived. They are much appreciated.
% I guess there was some mix-up on the legends for the postcards. [ was a little
“,5ad to see the caption you asked me to write for the hawksbill credited to
__Dr. Carr. MNo big deal, of course, but I would have 1ike to have been associated
with it. I guess you forgot whom you asked what! I wouldn't mention it at
all, but that type of thing happens all the time. Guess it's the price you
pay for working with a well-known person 11ke Dr. Carr.

I quess you have heard that Jim McVey has changed departments., His tagging
data on the ridleys is now being taken over by Thane Wibbels jof NMFS Galveston
Lab., Do you know him? I hope that doesn't mean a Tong deélay in the publishing
of the headstart-release data.

Some left-overs from previous letters: Mo, I can't remember seeing corroded
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tags that also had barnacles or algae, My comments must not have been very
clear. I can't remember what I was getting at.

Did I tell you Karen and I finally sent off two manuscripts to
Biological Conservation on results of the tagging project at Melbourne Beach,FL?
We did a 2-part set: aspects of nesting biology, and tag return data. We
are hoping they will accept them and publish them consecutively in the same
jssue., (Have your cake and eat it,too.)

News on the home front-- Peter and I bought a new {o01d) house yesterdayl
We are thrilled to death. It's out in the country, on an acre of land, with
60 acres of woods around. Fireplace, stream in front yard, about 2 blocks
from Payne's Prairie. You'll have to come stay with us! Family included!

Have a good holiday. I have to go Christmas-shop and start thinking about
moving. Wish the days were longer.

Best regards,

|
ﬁﬂ}ﬁﬂmﬂd
\



