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Denis Mylonas

35 ch. du Banc-Bénit
1213 Petit-Lancy/GE
Switzerland

Dr. George H. Balazs
Hawall Institute of
Marine Biologie

P.O. Box 1346
Coconut Island
Kaneohe /Hawail 96744

Dctober 5, 19B2

Dear Dr. Balazs,;

Mr. Scott of the IUC suggested that I write to you
on the following matter :

I am interested in sea turtle conservation and
more particularly in the topic of possible disturbances
to sea turtles by tourlist developments near laying
beaches.

Mr. Scott indicated that you are an expert in this
issue and that you could provide me with the answers
to gquestions relating to this matter, namely :

Are there any standards regarding limitations of
construction, or other developments, near laying
beaches 2

Is there a minimum distance +o be observed bheaetwean
such constructions/developments and the layving point
on the beach 7

Are there any standards regarding light or nolse
limitations in such areas or restrictions regarding
boat traffiec in the sea close to laying bheaches ?

If such standards or restrictions or limitations
exist do they relate to certain periods in time (specific
months/days) and how are these established 7

Furthermore do they depend on the importance of the
sea turtle population visiting the beach or on the
existence of other beaches in the neighborhood which
could be used by the turtles as "substitution beaches" ?



I have looked into various reports but have not found
any specific information regarding the above guestions.
Your kind attention to my regquest and your guidance,
together with any publications relating to these

issues will be highly appreciated,

With many thanks in advance and best regards.

Yours sincerely,

..;f = '
S (':)_7,7

Denis Mylonas



- STICHTING NATUURBEHDUD 5L RINAME
FOUNDATION FOR NATURE PRESERVATION IN SURINAME
P00, 436 PARAMARIED TEL. 758456 f TI25E

Paramaribo, September 13, 1982,

Mr. George Balazs

University of Hawail at Manoa
Hawaii Institute of Marine Bilology
F.0,Box 1346

Coconut Island

Eaneche

Hawail S6T744

U 8 A,

Dear George: !

The publication you requested is an extremely popularized
version of Joop's "Sea Turtles Nesting in Surinam®,

and it is meant for the general public,

In addition it is written in Dutch so I believe there

is no need to send you one because I assume Yyou already
have Joop's beook,.

Thanks for the Philippines turtle stamp.

I
|
|

Best Regards, i
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PEJABAT TAMAN NEGARA BAHAGIAN PANTAI TIMUR

&= REGIONAL OFFICE, EAST COAST NATIONAL PARKS

Your Ref ;

COur Ret -

BOX 768, SANDAKAN, SABAH, MALAYSIA. TEL: 42188
CABLES “NATAPARK™ SANDAKAN.

BouFne/s5/1/138 3rd September, 1982

Speciss Jurvival
Muﬂuhm
Averme du Kont-Blane, ;
1196 Gland,
Switserland,
Deay Tob,
Horld Hatiopal Perie Coparess - Pall
Roberto P. Garcla of the Task Force Pmdimn in the Philippines
m-m-whmm:mnmm.
im#ﬁnlﬂuh-ﬂﬂhmm
It is not imown whether Garcia would be st Bali = Af he is there,
we could diseuss this matters At this I do not to sugrest
anything as it has been noticed that enthusisss tends to wene
after a conference and a2 masterly sllence is maintadned thereafter. I
have had no news from Helma do Cells for some time and wonder whether
she is B8ill attached to the Task Force.
1 mm inclcing ferward to meeting you ot Rali and with agsioh-
mmum-mu_mn-mw
With all good wishes,
Yours sincerely,
Ge Se de Silva

188
75y
H
i



Republic o the Philippines

i I L : o F f_- 2
Dlinisiry of Matural Resources
OFFICE OF THE MINISTER

July 27, 1982

Georgo 5. de Silva
Chief, Game Warden
Forest Department
Sandakan, Sabah
Malaysia

Dear Mr. de Silva:d

The Task Force Pawikan, the marine turtle conservation
arm of the Philippines, would like to coordinate with your
rroup regarding the conservation strategy at the Turtle Is=
lands, In the last World Conference on Marine Turtle hald
in 1979, one of the proposed action projects is the establish-
ment of an International Sanciuary in the Turtle Islands, to
be sponsored jointly hy Malaysia and the Philippines. This
worthwhile proposal has long been shelved and for this matter,
it is urgent that your group and the Task Force meet at a con=
yenient time and ploce and discuss its Teasibility. Likewise,
other important matters such ns law enforcement and manage-
ment schemes in the conservation of marine turtles will be
taken - up.

The Task Force can be contacted at its base in Taganak
Island, Turtle Islands through the Mayor of the place or at
its main office with the Tolluwing address:

Task Force Pawikan

Ministry of Nutural Resources
Visayas Avenue, Diliman, juezon City
Philippinas

Very truly yours,

i{;ﬂ;ﬂ;;FL 3t,_,

7

ROBERTO P. GARCIA

Chiel, Research Pivision
Taslk Force Pawikan

DILIMAN, TLEZON CITY, METRC MANILA
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1 Sept, 1982

Z. H. Balazs

F. 0. Box 1346
Kaneohe, Hawail 96744
Sir,

FPlease send me 50 postcards (25 green turtle, 25 hawksbill),
as indicated in the recent Turtle Kewsletter.

My check, in the amount Of U.S. 310700 is enclosed to cover
the cost of cards and air postage.

Sincerely,

A

chn A, tema

encl.
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REGIONAL OFFICE, SAST COAST NATTONAL PARKS
LUK 768 BANDAEAN, BABAH, MALAYSIA,
CABLES "NATAPARK", BANDAKAN, |'|-:E..q,'_::'l-"i:1'

ECHPRO/52/1/138 Dae 13th August, 1982

Mr, George Balazs,

University of Hawsii at Manoa,
Hawadi Imstitute of Marine Biology,
P« 0. Box 13%1

Coconut Island,

Kaneohe,

Hawaii gﬁ?“"‘i

Dear George,

Hany thanks for both your letters and the & posters
which you very kindly sent me. They are very useful =pd
if it is at 8ll possible could you please send me two
WOre.

The delay in replying your letters was due to the
fact that I was away from the State for some time and
ha"I'EJH'Ht returned.

For the Bali conference, I was asked to present s
paper entitled "Protected areas and turtle egge in East
Malaysia." As some sort of partial funding would be made
availsble, I will be at Bali and hope to meet you thers
and discuss many matters pertaining to turtles etc.

Hope all is well with you, Linda and George Jr.
With all good wishes,

Yours sincerely,

Sk

4. 3. de 5




Mr. Geerge Balug,
University of Hawaii at Manos,

_Hmii;u_qrﬂmeﬂHn-imBiulnﬁ.

!- 'Dl MM'

Cocomut Island, Kenoeche,

Hewadd S6TLL

II“’/"/IIIIII

A Bepand foid Fers —=

TFurtle—tslands—NationalParks

Sendars name and addrass:

P, 0 Bex Mo, 768, Sandolon,

nbaky, Fast Malneain

"TULIE E Alr Letter

Al AR LETTER SHOLULD MNOT COMNTAIN AMNY
EMNCLOSURE: IF IT DOES IT WILL BE SURCHARGED
OR SENT BY ORDIMARY MAIL.

— Firsd fodd Fera —3
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QU]:ELMS -q Colin J. Limpus
= e W) Home: P.0O. Box [RO i

| Business:  Mational Parks and Wildlife Service

7 bR Airkenvale Pallarenda

f yf' ’Iz% a,,___'—'- Townsville, 4814 Townsville. 4810
I g Australia Australia
= e Telephone 73-2674 Telephone 74-1411
S '_-—'-.-.:-.
::'7-'—:;"}:‘“\"_-..“ 11¢th ."-'lugl.iit, 19'&2.
I EEEAEC:H
L}

George Balazs,
Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology,

P.0. Box 1346,
Coconut Island,
Kanoehe, Hawaii. 96744,

Dear George,

Thanks for the letter on tags from Maticnal Band and Tag Co. As far as | am concerned
their prices are unrealistic for Inconel tags. In retrospect there are many things

| would change If given the chance - 1Tke turnto a better tag than the Monel many
years ago. However this Ts now water under the bridge and for me | haven't been

able to obtaln Inconel 625 tags since my Tirst attempts in 1978. As vou know |

gava up trying on [nconel last year and am now trialing titanium. There are sevaral
hundred titanium tags now on free ranging turtles out here. 1'11 have my First

chance to lock at them again in October/Movember after 8-9 months. We have encountered
some problems in the First attempt in producing a self-plercing tag that didn't

need a prepunched hole. Our next batch will be of thicker and less flexible titanium,
If you haven't checked you will find that titanium and Inconel 625 perform almost
identically in the standard corrosion tests.

My local manufacturer is prepared to experiment with the titanium tags {provided

| use whole sheets of metal fe. about 1200 tags per order). These tags cost me

51 per tag. When |'ve finished trialing them and am satisfied that they are as

good as | think they are | will let you all know. | hope this satisfies vour curlosity
on my titanlum tag ideas.

nev mentloned your concern over my results from ahe'Euurtﬁhip to ﬂestlng“ﬂtudy.

We have large courtship aggregations 20-50 miles from rookeries.ln some cases that

s the distance to the nearest land of any sort. Hence large movements between
courtship and nesting have to occur for many of our turtles. Also when we are
menitering one of the "Female refuges' In association with the courtship study at
Heron, most of the females which move in to the refuge Just prior to nesting are
females which have not been recorded courting on Heron. However all carry extensive
recent courtship damage Indicating a large number of females have courted elsewhere
pricr to moving in onto Heron Reef In preparation for nesting. We regularly catch
out of this refuge area when we want females {known to be lleron nesters for that
season) at different times before oviposition. There is no evidence that this catching
and other Nﬂﬁpr1atlﬁn we do altersthelir cholce of nesting beach or timing of nesting.
I gquess what | am saying Is that | can see no reason to accept disturbance through
catching as a primary cause for a female moving from a courtship area to nesting
beach other than the most adjacent one.



When there are large numbers of turtles using large numbers of sites for each
phase of their life cycle as we have over here the task of monitoring became much
greater than for monitoring a single nesting beach. Bob Bustard fell into the
trap of treating Heron Island as equivalent to Ascension Island or Tortuguero when
in fact something like the Capricorn Bunker Group of islands and reefs js the

probable equivalent. Heron Island is only equivalent to a segment of Archie's Tortuguero
beach or one of the Ascension lsland beaches In my interpretation of the degree

of interchange between adjacent islands betwsen and within bresding seazons.

Similarly for dispersal from courtship to nesting.

| await your reply to these [seas,

= |
g

C..J. LIHPUS.

CJL:DH
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UMION INTERNATIONALE FOUR LA CONSERVATION DE L& MATURE ET DE SES RESSOURCES
INTERMATIONAL UNION FOR COMNSERVATION OF MATURE AND MNATURAL RESOURGCES

Fumrun du Mord-Silanc Tk Telex: 22818 loon ch Tdgramrmas, Tulegrama:
1186 Gland - Sulsse Switzorland Tél/Tal 023 84 H # lutniturs, Gl
Fefframitn /Rirffurancn :

S5C/RFS/sn

Dr. George H, Balazs

Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
P.0. Box 1346

Kaneche, Hawaii 96744

Uaa

23 August 1982

Dear George,

A8 you know, I have not been replying to each of the several things you
have been thoughtful encugh to send or copy to us in recent months.

These range from very nice turtle postcards through project comments, to
the exchanges on RDE category interpretations and the interesting copy of
the Conway article, Each was very much appreciated and was both useful
and timely here.

Now I want to use this latter, by copying it to several others as noted,
to solicit ideas and/or contributions for what might be called a mini-
symposium or the like, at the Kuala Lumpur 38C meeting - to follow up in
some orderly fashion all the thoughts that are emerging on RDB categories,
degrees of endangerement etc, With a little effort this might also result
in a modest but timely and significant SSC/IUCH publication. Both
Gren Lucas and Wayne King favor the idea and have already been thinking of
contributions they would like to make to such a topic. Peter van Bree has
also offered to discuss the definition of "endangered", based on a paper
he is preparing for the MNetherlands CITES authority. Sidney Holt has been
offering his own interpretations as well, You and Archie Carr have already
expressed a lot of ideas in commection with the turtle issues., I'm sure
the folks at the Comservation Monitering Centre have given it a lot of
thought, There no doubt are others who might want to contribute as well,
including the CITES Secretariat., The general problem has already been

discussed in the 55C Steering Committee.
The questions - to you and those getting copies - would seem to be:

—1, Is such an organized discussion at Kuala Lumpur a good idea?

# Y 2. Should we plan it so that it could be guickly published by
- IUCH? Presumably this would mean that invited papers would
state the various aspects of the case(s), with salient features
of ensuing discussion summarized for the publication.

3, With or without publication, are there traps or pitfalls to be
aveided, or key questions that should be emphasized?

-_||r|.|.



U.LC.N. | LU.C.N.

Dr, George H, Balazs
Kaneche, Hawaii 96744, USA -2 =

4, I suppose the classic thesis-antithesis-synthesis could give
us an organizing pattern. Do you have more down to earth
agenda ideas?

5. If we have invited papers, or scheduled gpeakers, who would
you suggest, and on what topics?

6. Any other related thoughts?

Im sure the subject, however it defines itself, will end up being discussed
at Kuala Lumpur regardless, Perhaps we can make it more effective.

Thanks again, George, for your commmicatioms, I'll be interested to see
vhat responses result from this letter.

Yours sincerely,

hakhle

Eobert F. Scott
Executive Officer
Species Survival Commission

(typed and signed in his absence)

cei 5ir Peter Scott
G, Lucas
F.W. King
5. Holt
BR.5.BR. Fitter
Mhd Fhan
P. van Bree
N, Duplaix
R. Mittermeier
A. Carrr
T, Mence
C. Huxley
E. Lapointe, CITES
H. Synge
P. Sand/L.M. Talbot
&, Schigte
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26 August 1982

George Balazs

Hawsii Institute of Marine Bilology
F.0, Box 1345, Coconut Island
Eaneohe, HI 96744

Desgr Georga:
" Thank vou for your letter of 18 August.and your compliments on our
comments on the recovery plan. I am afraid that the plan has a long way
to go before it will become an active plan.

I have just sent out copies of Debbie Crouse's final report. You
should be receiving a copy guite spon. Also, I have found out that
your request for the inexpensive BTCB was confused with s similar requast
from Jack Woody of Fish and Wildlife, who was taking the books te the
Eancho Huevo projects I have been assured that wour 40 books will be
in the mail by tomorrow; which means vou should receive them by the
first week of Geptember at the latest.

Although we have suffered some rather dramatic budget cuts ourselves,
the patch ides 15 s5t£ill aliwe. TIndeed, we are contemplating & rather
large scale stranding network effort for whales; seals and sea Eurtles,
of which the patch would be part.

o
Finally, I understand from EKenm Dodd that the 1dea of a Pacific
recovVery Eeam 18 making the rounds In Incerior, although Region 1
apparently recommended against it, as might have been expected. That
idea is by no means dead wvet either,

I hope your travel Eo Samba goes well. 1 would be interested in
learning whether or not chere is much Eouriszt trade in turtle products.

Sincarel

-

Michael Webar
Sea Turtle Rescue Fund Dipector

Center for Environmental Education
624 oth Street, NW  Washington, DC 20001 (202} 737-3600
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Saw-scaled Viper - One of
Big Four dangerous Snakes of

India. Bize : fé Fg

Dear DIr, Balaza
EinuInllwm
mwlmuﬂ&tlﬂi
is away om Suheli mince
Sthe an vninhabited is
in Lakshadweap your. let
was left unanswered,
Imﬂlﬁnmm

on his return by end
Since theare was no way of
gommunioa posted a ¢
letter in a bottle whioch
washed to Sri Lanka and

y right

(Mmes Bre . Bhaskar) |
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UMNION INTERNATIOMALE POUR LA CONSERVATION DE LA NATURE ET DE SES RESSOURCES
INTERMATIONAL UMNION FOR CONMSERVATION OF  NATURE AND MATURAL RESOURCES

Bvmren dao Mont-Bline Ttz Telex: 22818 lucn ch Tdkgrmmmen Talegrams:
1196 Gland - Suizen:Sustradord T Tal (022 &4 71 81 Tgoratus, Gland

Bdffirmnin Ralerenda :

5a/3/4=1

Professor Archie Carr
S5C/RFS/pe Dept of Zoology
University of Florida
223 Bartram Hall
Gainasyille

Florida 32611

UsA

30 August 1982

Dear Archie,

I have a note from George Balazs referring to my 11 August letter to
you about the Bali turtle meeting. This, together with further
canversations about the Bali Parks Congress, leads me to offer the
following clarification about attendance,

Anyone concerned with marine turties who is able to be in Bali on his
or her own arrangements at the time of the 12 October turtle meeting

will be welcome to attend that and any ensuing turtle meetings., If
space were to become a problem in the Congress meeting rooms,
arrangements elsewhere could be made, This will probably not be
necessary, however,

If anyone wishes to attend the Congress 1tself, an invitation and
registration fee would be reguired, as I indicated.

Yours—sincerely,
Sobert F. Scott
Executive Officer

species Survival Commission

cc: distribution list encl.
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. IN REPLY REFER TO:
UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

POST OFFICE BOX 1305
"ALBUQUERQUE, WEW MEX|CO B7103

19 AUG 1982

Prof. Felix A. Garcia

Jeffe de Tortuga Marina

Direccion Macional de Recursos
Naturalez Renovables

Apdo. 5390 - Panama 5, Paraiso

Bepublica de Fanama

Eatimado Prof. Garcia:

Your letter of May 25.to Mr. Curt Freese of our Washington Office of Inter-
national Affairs haas been referred to me for reply. Please accept our

apologies for the  delay in responding to you; T assure you it will not
happen again.

Ihe reascn I am responding to your letter is that T am rather elosely involved
in the administration of a number of sea turtle projects in the United States,
Mexico, and Costa Rica. These projects involve management, research, and pro-
viding direct and indirect assistance to both Costa Rica and Mexico in their
efforts to manage theilr sea turtle resources on both the east and west coasts
of the respective countries.

To begin with, I was both surprised and plessed to learm of vour effarts with
Lepidochelys olivacea, the same species we are presently cooperatively conduct-
ing research with at two sites on Costa Rica's west coast. This is a joint
effort supported by the Costa Rican Covernment (Rational Parks), the University
of Costa Riea, the World Wildlife Fund-U.8,, and my offica of the U.5, Fish and
Wildlife Service. HNone of us have enough resources to do the work alome, so we
nave managed to Jointly pool our rescurces to reach the needed level of support
to get the job done. This combined approach is what you seem to reguive, alsn.
Whether this is possible in the case of Panama, I can't say, but it is certainly
worth pursuing further, and we will try to assist Vol

Obviously, if support ls to come from outside of FPanama, then the appropriate
Panamanian Government agency will have to give thelr endorsement for such an
effort before a foreipn organization or an agency such ag mine could seriously
entertain a cooperative international assistance project. Without support and
approval of the host goverament, it cannot be considered,

Before going further in relation to the pogsibilities of actual sssistance to
yYour programs, 1'd like to comment on your suggestion of "headstarting” hatchlings
by holding and monitoring them in captivity for at least 2 years, In all honesty,
I would not recommend that you institute such a measure, for to do it correctly



and maintain significant numbers of turtles in a healthy condition with high
survival, is difficult and very expensive. The benefits of such a costly
effort have never been proven. It is being attempted in some countries,
including one of our U.S5. projects, but ours is strictly experimental and
utilizes less than 1,800 hatchlings for approximetely 1 year. Our captive
survival is excellent=--over 90 percent--but the cost is prohibitively high
for so few turtles. The species involved is L. kempil, a highly endangered
species, and our efforts are purely experimental to try amnd determine 1f we
can establish a second nesting colony and reduce early hatchling mortality.

I've @nclosed some short articles from the "Marime 5ea Turtle Newsletter,"
which talks to this question and may be of some help te you. Headstarting
does not have general support from most of the professional turtle biologists
due to the many unanswered questions as te how it may alter normal behavior,
as well as the often high mortality, and, believe me, there often can be very
high losses. To raise a few turtles i1s one thing, but to try it with thou-
sands, I could not encourage such an effort until we learn much more and

prove or disprove the value of such efforts and wuntil costs can be made more
reasonable.

Since I know so little about your program, I am most hesitant to say anything
other than to suggest we jointly explore opportunities which could help in your
program efforts. When you get vight down to addressing the basic biological

and management guestions regarding L. olivacea on the Pacific coast, it becomes
obvious that probably the most basic need is for the countries of Central America
and Mexico to pool thelr resources and expertise, try to ignore political bounda-
ries, and work together to maintain and manage this important renewsble resource
which is shared by all but which could be overexploited by ene. The Costa Rica
project has tagged thousands of ridleys during the past 2 years and thisz current
season, also, in an effort to determine the movements, seasonal and annual, of
this large population which nests to the north of Panama, I am enclosing copies
of these project reports for the past 2 vears; they may be of help to you in
formulating future plams. '"You may wish to make contact with either Dr. Robinson
at the Univerzity of Costa Bica, or Steve Cormelius. Dr. Robinson and Cornelius
are working together, one at Playa Ostional and ome at Flaya MNancite, and thew
would be very interested in what you are doing and what you know of sea tertles
in Panama. Wlithout a doubt, the population in Costa Rica and Panama must Ifncer-
mingle, for we have received tag returns from Ecuador and Panama.

Are you or have you tagged any of your nesting femalea? If so, when and how
many! If you are so inclined, T could offer to assist you in obtaining tags
and tagging pliers. The tags would be inecribed with both A number amd a Pana-
manian return address. A tegging project, along with vour current efforts,
would greatly increase the opportunity for the countries of Central America
and Mexico to gain a better understanding of the movements and interactions

of the varlous ridley populations along the Pacific coast. We know that
Ecuador has carried on some relatively heavy commercial harvests of ridleys

in past years, although there is no nesting population im that coumtry. Where



do these turtles come from? Are they part of the population you are trying
to protect or the same population Mexico is harvesting in Daxaca, or a mix
of all these and other ridleys that spend part of the year in Ecuadorian
waters? Are there significant interchanges between nesting plavas in Costa
Rica and Panama by the turtles, er just an incidental oceurance of little
blelogical and management importance?

There are many questions that need to be answered about the Pacific ridley,
and 1t appears that ne one country alone can manage the species without
affecting other countries. The sea turtle reaources of the Pacific coast
are much like a migratory bird resource that spends the year in a number of
countries and must be managed accordingly to assure a continuing supply for
EVETYONE,

At any rate, we are most interested in the sea turtle efforts of Panams and
wlll try and assist you as we can. Pleaze let me know if ¥you would be inter-
ested in starting a tagging effort and we will try and help ¥ou with obtaining
the equipment needed. Please don't hesitate to contact Dr, Robinson or Steve
Cornelius in Costa Riea if you believe they may be able to assist or provide
you information. o

Froject funding sources may be available from private organizatioms, but it
will require that you provide a project proposal of what it i1s you wish to do
and how it will benefit the resource through your management or asclentific

studies.
~Sincerely your
——
A P

_ ack B. Woody
Acting |aggistant Regional Director
Federal Assistance & Fisheries

I look forward to your reply.

Enclogures

bee: (w/o enclosures)
Steve Cornelius/Doug Robinson
Georpita Rulg
Hancy Hammond
George Balaze L
Curt Freese
Archie Carr
J. Hendrickson
SE (RO)
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Hniversity o Toroutn

DEFARTMENT OF ZODLOGY

RAMESAY WRIGHT ZODLOGICAL LABORATORIES

28 HARBGRD BT.
TORONTD %, DNTARIO, CAMADA August 11, 1982

Hr, G.H. Balagzs

Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
F.0. Box 1346

Kaneohe, Hawaii 96794

J.5.A.

Dear Qearze,

I have thought further about your proposal for a list of turtle stamps,
and have consulted one or two people also, but am still not prepared to take
the list. There are various reasons, Our funds are not limitless, and at
35 pages T do not think it justified. We do sometimes print reports on new
issues of stamps, but that takes only a little space. Also I want to keep
the MIH with more emphasis on blology and direct comservation actioms, and
as topical as I can. We could have articles on a lot of past things related
to turtles. Why not one on Bernini's turtle fountain? or turtles im art?

I am faced with making decisions sbout what to include and T hope that at
least you will be grateful for the immediate replies given to vou and Gomez
on thiz matter.

I'm sure you could find somewhere else for your 1list, mavbe something
like the Tortgua gazette. Of course I would recomsider it when I saw the
list, and Ery to be open-minded, but I do not want to encoursge you at all.
I would be happy te list it in the recent papers section, and interested
people can follow up. That is one of the functions of the MIN, to tell
people what 1s goilng on, whe to contact, what literature is available.

We cannot publish full accounts of everything.

With hest wishes,

Yours sincerely,

=Y
ﬁ’fﬂt"'fZﬁﬂf""__‘

icholas Mrosovsky

WM/ ir



INTERNATIONAL TURTLE & TORTOIBE FOUNDATION
Publishers of Chelonologica

IT.TF

P.O.Box 125
E700 AC Bolsward
The Mederlands

reference: data: Phone: 08157-2700

Deat Member:

In the fivst issue of the REVIEW (1981) we have asked for
financial support end we announced thet we would contact local
and international institutions in order to get the so badly
needed financial back-up.

Since that time all our efforts to get this support were um-
successful what means that it is impossible to continue any longer
publishing periodicals and other publications,

Hot only the finances a3 mentioned did us decide to stopp all
sctivities, but, also the number of members, right this moment
1215, made this declsion necessary., Furthermore, ITTF got very
little suppert from other socletlies and institutions.

Hearly 300 of them we have written to of which only 5% responded.
The same counts for the more thenm 150 authors we have weitten to,
Besides these arguments also the number of manuscripts which
were received by us for publication was very limited and not even
encugh te produce two or three issues of CHELONOLOGICA.
Therefore, ITTF has stopped all activities and will produce no
longer any publicatiens.

Because there is no money left for refunding to you, we have
decided that those whe have paid 1981 dues and who do not have
back-issues of CHELONOLOGICA to send them the available four
isgues. Those who do already have all issues of CHELONOLOCICA we
have to disappoint.

We regret that this is the only way to give some compensation
for the inconvenience you have had.

Back-lssues and other publications will be available as long as
stock lasts,

Finally we would 1like to thank you for having Joined ITTF and
all ITTF Staff-members for the work they have done,

The ITTF Roard of Dlrectors.



THE CHELONIAN DOCUMENTATION CENTER offers:
PUBLICATIONS ISSUED BY THE FORMER
INTERNATIONAL TURTLE & TORTOISE FOUNDATION

Turtle & Tortoise Review:
O Vol. 1 (1981} - Number 1 § 1.
O Val. 1 (1981) - Number 2 §

Chelonologica:

[ Wal, 1 (1980 - Number 1 O.0.P.

O Yol 1 (1980) - Mumber 2 O,0,P

(1 Val. 1 (1980) - Number 3 § 3.00

0 ¥el. 1 (19800 - Number 4§ 3.00 All published
O Vaol. 1 (1980) - Number 5 § 3.00

O %ol 1 (1980) - Number & § 5.00

O Vol 2 (1981} - Mumber | § 3.00

O Wed. Z(1981) - Mumber 2 § 3.00

ITTF MNewaletter:
L] Three psues bound together:  § 1.80
[Mumbecs | {Feb, 1981}, 2 (Jume 19817, 3 {Sepe. 19417) All published

ITTF Library Tnfo:
J Beven issues bound wgether:  § 2.50
[Numbers 1 (Feb. 1981), 2 (Mar. 1981), 3 {Apr. 1981}, ¢ (May 19813, § (June 1981), 6 (July 1981), 7 (Aug. 1981)] Al
published
Beprints from Chelonologica: at § 1.40 each (Numbers 4 and § never issusd)
O Number 1 (1980) - Christel Pfeiffer, Foods for Tortodses. Spp
Ul Mumber 2 (1580) - Ernest Williams, A Key and Description of the Living Species of the Gemes Podacnemis, 12pp, Mgs.
L) Mumber 3 (1980) - John H. du Pon, Chelpdra sevpesting of de Gewone Bijtschildpad. 8pp, figs.
U Mumber & (1980} - Peter C.H. Prischard, Record Size Turtles from Flarida and Soath Amerika, 11pp, figs.
U Mumber 7 {1980) - Jelle Hofstra, Mijn Franjeschildpad of Matamata, Chelys fimbriata, 7pp, figs.
Reprinta:
LI Reprint of the Turtle Hobbyist in four parts. Part 1. 1976, Val. 1, nrs. 1-7. 54pp, fige. All published.  § 5.00.

Bibliotheca Testudinata:
Ll Publications present in the I'TTF Library, Items 1-500, indexes, black ringbinder with gold imprint, 60pp. Al publighed,
§ 10000

ITTF Emblem Stickers:
O 2 i0em, black with gold print, Per 10, § 2.00

ITTF Tortoise Prints: Format 23.2cm x 34, 5cm, seitable for framing

All published.

[ Testuds abdngsedonsi § 10.00
] Testude daudiié § 10.00
1 Testuds ephippizm $ 10.00
O Tertuds rlgphanting § 10.00
O] Tstuds miconphpes § 10.00

[ Special offer: All Ave prints for § 40,00
These prints were drawn by R. du Pon, after G.L.C. Ginther, 1877

ITTF set Posteards:
] Dwepicting the above mentioned tortoises
Fortnat 10.5 cn x 145 cm B 4.00
[ Special offer: All ITTF Publications, sxchisive the prints and set of postcards for § 4250
[ Special offer: All ITTF Publications, inclusive prints and postrards for § 75.00

Audedress: Totel mountenchosed= §...... ...,

......................................................... O Cash o i

Please mark the appropriate boves.
.............................................................. Order will be shipped by Surface Mail.
Payment shoud accompany the order.
Invoices enclosed in mailing package.

Send orders to: CHELONIAN DOCUMENTATION CENTER
The RBecreizry = P 0OF Bax 176 - 3700 A Balsword « Metherlasnds






TORTOISE PRINTS

Five different-Tortoise Prints by R. du Pon are aveilsble for sale, These portraits
are drawings sfter the book; Gigantic Land=Tortoises (Living and Extinct)} by Albert
C,L.G, Ginther, 1877, Filve different prints of Aldabra and Galapagos btortoises are
printed on sturdy paper. Stock measuring 22.2 by 3.5 cm, The prints are sultable
for framing. This edition is stricktly limited to 100 fnumbered and signed copies of
each print, These portraits are also avallable as-a complete zet of flve postcards,
stock measuring 10.3 by 14,5 cm, and iz also limited to™ 1M} sets, Om thisz and the

following page we have printed all five prints. Please use the - grderform enclosed
with this iszsue of Chelonologica.

FIFTY PERCENT.OF THE PRUCEEDS FROM THIS SALE WILL BENEFIT ONE OF THE ACTIORS OF THE
DUTCH DEPARTMENT OF THE WORLD WILD LIFE FUND, FOR THE CONSERVATION OF SEA TURTLES.

T &T Review 1(3),1981



e - R. Soott ' Mrs Aban Marker Kabraji
- Dr. G.H. BAlaze Frincipal Invesatigator
e . Marine Turtls Consarvation
¥roject

Sind Wildlife Management Soard
PO Box Ho. 37i1

Karachl

PARKISTAN

Gland, 13 August 1982

LTI + 451 - Pakis 8 W tion
Programne

Dear Hrs. Elhtlj!.,

We have received a number of nqmtmﬂ“n_umm
techinical guestions raised in annual reporta for 1581. As the
names of the IUCH reviewers should be kept confidmRAMlI will quote
relevant sections from correspondsnce without mentioning the sourcs;

{1) “"The axtendsd incuvation times mantioned on page ) of the report
are certainly sbnornal. Incubatica time in sea turtle eggs i
directly related to incubation temperatura. A lot of work has
been done on this subject lately in relaticn to adverse impacts
of sex determination unknowingly remulting from *conservation"®
hatchery projects. The enclosed article that recently appeared
in Scimmce will bring you up to data on this subject.”

{2) 'mﬂplmﬂnfunmlmﬂﬂ:hnm”kmm

cense contaminaticn (from "rotting® eggs) under normal circumstences.

Of course, the sites selected should be nearly identical to the
natural beach and have good drainags (percclatiom) of rain water
down through the sand. This will sexve to continually cleanses the
substrate. Alsc, the unhatched remains of aests should be taken
ocut and discarded elsewhers on & regular basis. Tha floodiag
problea mentionad in the report makes we wonder Lf the sita
selected is indeed adeguate.®

(3) The aateching (survival?) rate of 31% (56,726 hatchlings from
183,250 egge) is exceadingly low. I am unable to understand
the "seasonal variation® explanation given for this. Uoea this
pattern follow the natural, undisturbed nests?

I;Il



{4) "A delay of up to 12 hours betwean egg laylng and reburying is
probably excessive. If at all possiblae, the transfer should
be accomplished within a few houre. Carea should be taken to
not eaxcessively rotate the eggs."”

{(3) "The reason stated for moving the ®ggs in the first place is
to circumvent natural predation, How extansive is this natural
pradation? Approximataly what par cent of the eggs and
hatchlings would be preyed upon under natural conditions?
Possibly it would be battar to leave Ltiie nests where thay are
laid. As stressad in the enclosed Solance articla, we
shouldn't ba moving eggs around if thare is not a very clear
and proven need to do so."

Furthermore i1t has besn suggested that we should urge the Governmer
of 5ind to shift the planned housing colony away from the nesting
beaches, Do you feel that WWF/IUCN should help by writing a letter
Lf intarvantion?

We have not besn able to find a suitabla scale to weigh the turtles
(re Sus Howlett's lettsr of 3 August to NKisa Firdous). The weighing
of adult nesting turtles is, apparsntly, streassful and potantially
harmful and I wondar if we could drop this itam of equipment.

Could we parhaps recelive your financial wgport as reguested in my
letter of 8 Juna 19827 (Please note that tha period of the reporxt
should be 1981 wod not 1982).

Last year (at your suggestion) we asked the eaditor of the SS8C Turtle
Hewsletter to publish an invitation for sea turtle axparts to visit
your project to exchange information., Did youn receive any such visits?
We look forward to receliving your reply.

‘Eind regards,

Yours sincerely,

Anton K.C. Farnhout
WWP/IUCK Project Manager
ABIA, PACIFIC and OCERNIA
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Produced by MURRAY ¥IEWS, Gympie, O, ALUSTRALIA 8
FACM AN DRIGIMNAL EKTACHROME TRANSPAMEHCY :

S:ump

" KOALA,
Australian Native Baar,

Tha kosle s o ol the bed loesd of 3l Sesiralen
anmas, Bub srhaugh s olten retermad 5o ms 3 bead i &
in fact, diatanily ralated 10 the Peddaem famdy. The nams
e b i i aEangmel wod s hich mesns o denk’ eed 0
was Qi 10 ks el becsurn i ey galdos dosko |
weabar, Bt gate moiiung flam the dew and sap s o
wecalypiun e diat N @18 8 giuit deal med spends
pranically @l i tma in the proesops. TRa newsy-born
baby koHE Medsures o thes 20 mdbmeres s Wngis
i rEmARnE bn thd 1o%Eerc's pouch for s mordres Baloeg
Emeegng fo ide o B back for o hommar signt weekia
Furnd ooy in the sgoslypius Tovisns of sasien Ausrata
thie wiii o canshily peoiecied i praseees.
Praogeieh by Jany Lawae,







"Maeng Meng” tha female
ofang utan with baby borm
during capthity &t the
Singapore Zoologioal Gaor-
dang. The orang uian is &
fast disappearing species in
Sguth East Asin,
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=
MURRAY VIEWS PTY. LTD. C]fﬁb " GYMPIE,

PUBLISHERS * IMPORTERS « SOUVENIR SPECIALISTS DUEENSLAND.
ALETRALIA

PO Mag I1. Dymg, 45T

31st May, 1982.

Feorge H. Balazs,

DBA Hawalian Wildlife Photography,
902-A4 Awaawaanoa Place,

HONOLULU, HAWATI ghl2%5,

Dear 3ir,

Thank you for your aercogrammé dated 20th May regarding souvenir
posteoards.

We do produce posteards and our prices for new and repeat orders
and the wvarious guantitiea are az follows:i=

New View Repeat Orders
{Ruat §) [Aust §)
Minimum Print Run
1,000 Each View 15.7 cents ea 11.0 cents ea
Qty 2,000 Eaeh View 11.5 cents ea 0.0 centa ea
Qty 4,000 Each View 8.8 cents ea 7.7 cents aa
Qty 10,000 Each View 6.6 cents ea 6.5 cents ea

Please note that the guantity actually printed could wvary
by up toe 10% more or less than that ordered.

However, asz your enquiry would involve an export market, there
would be & fairly substantial diacount on these prices, probably
in the order of 208 - 25%.

To produce postcards we work from 120mm transparencies using
ektachrome film. This is moatly taken through a pink filter

to sharpen up the image. Would you please advise if you can
supply this type of transparency or if you can get a professional
photographer to supply this type of photography, or would your
guantities warrant one of our photographers coming to your

area to take the necessary phetographs.

+|-"E‘



-
31st May, 1982. Hawaiian Wildlife Photography.

We enclose some samples of our cards for you to judge the
quality.

Yours faithfilly,
MURRAY VIEWS PTY. LTD.

]
.ff:-"'

P.J. Fgir,
SALES MANAGEER.

PFJ:LJ

Ene.
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WLD 1801 CONMECTHIUT AVENUE, MW
: WASHIMNGTON, D.C. 20002
mﬁ CABLE: PANDAFUND TELEX: 84505
@ FUND-US. TELEPHONE: (202) 387-0800
|

July 30, 1982

_Pr. George Balazs
Hawail Institute of Marins
Sciences
Kaneche, Hawaii 96744

Dear George:

I have just recelved the enclosed letter from Steve Cornellus which I hope will
be of interest to you.

At the bottom of page 2, Steve asks for an opinion on the propesed controlled
harvest of sea turtle eggs at Ostional. Before replying to Steve on this point, I would
like to have your guidance. While I am willing to be persuaded otherwise, my imme-
diate reaction is that WWF probably should not promote harvest of sea turtle eggs

___inCosta Rica. Even if a controlled harvest were biologically defensible, it seems
from Steve's letter that such a position would put us at odds with conservationists
In Costa Rica and perhaps set a precedent we don't want to set.
I would appreciate having your thoughts on this.

rely,

Mancy E. mond
Project Agiminlstrator
cc:  Letter

NEH/fkr

100% RECYCLED PAPER



«ERSIDAD DE COSTA RICA
Jded Universilaria  Rodrigo Facio
Costa Rics, Amdrica Central

19 July 1982

KEa, Banecy Hammpnd

Frojeot Admimistretor
World Wildlife Fund-T.S,
1601 Connecticut Ave., N.W.
washington, D.C. 20009
EiEIEi‘UI "

Dear Haney:

I falt it weorthwhile to teke & litile time &nd let you kEnew that I arrived
in Costa Rice es planned on the 6th and most remerkebly all my baggage

wee on the spame plene! This is the first time I haven't had to wait & week
or mora for my gear to catch up with me. Ir. Hobinson had a university
vehicle waiting for me which was to prove the first of several indicetions
that the vniversity administretion 1is realizing the stability and importance
of the project. Other signs inelude the ses turtle bielozy and comserveation
eourae appreved for this semester which hes st present 18 students en-olled,
an offer Trom the computaticon center to instell & remote terminel for our
uge, and full professorehip status for Dr. Gobineon in part granted for his
| | turtle activities.

Turing the #ast 6 months the new computer &t the unive sity has come on line
and in Key wae opened for faculty use. This mlready hae made s very real
diflerence in our ability to enter, manipulste and retrieve data., ILCH

hes hired sn office mssistent who very competently attends Lo such matters

a8 reward paymente, archiving distant return information, and precering field
dats for input. His eslery is peid for by the project through kEhe university
aceount we astablished last year. Ve have a new field sssistent gt OUstionel
who is & recent greduate of UCH in wildlife (B.S5.). I've met him and am
muite surered his interest and cepacity to perform the work and survive the
rigors of living at that beach. In fact, &ll the students (2) and assistents
{2) involved in the project at present are top notch,

Logt week I made a short preliminery trip to Hancite to cetch 5 smell arribsda
(2-4 thousand). Arribzdas occurred in December, February, Ma~-ch-ipril, and
May during my absence., A4ll were relatively smell but nothing to.Worried

about aince they coccurred during the dry eesson. The park guardz ggein made

a reasgnable effort over the past 7 months to record track counts, and
arribada and hatchling emergences. The Nantite field stetion, funded by a
rrant by the Caribbean Conservation Corporation, has Binally been stzrted.
Bullding materials were landed by boat seversl months age but actual con-
struction has been slowed by rains, I have no idea of when it might bte
conpdeted and frankly expect to live out of my tent most &f the semson.

Also leet week I had en opportunity to visit Ostional, the first tice since
1971. I came away with a greater aporeciation for the difficulties in working
at thet study site,especially the problem of access, Although we (ICR and

3 studente) were able to drive directly to the beach because of a 2 week dry
spall, =8 ?E day rain would easily make the last 10 km cart trail icpaessible

by vehicle. The UCR truck which brought us in hed tec leave the saze day so
when we departed 2 deys later and by a different route, it reguired walking



A ERSIDAD DE COSTA RICA

Judad Universitaria  Rodrigo Facio

Costa Rics, América Cenlral
2

7 ke on a mud path across 3 rivers (low water stthis time of the year but
often raging torrents in the height of the rainy sesson) to the small town
of ¥osera. To reach the bus from there to Nicoya in time meant leaving
Ostional at 3:30 in the morning., By the time we had bounced aleng in an
ancient school bus to Nicoya, waited 6 hours for the last bus to San Jose
which arrived in the capitol at 10:30 p.m. 1% hours had elapsed eince

we left the beach. Llthough Fancite is afso very isodated, it can normslly
be reached in T-8 hours from San Jose with cooperation of the park for u:e
of horses. It ceems astonding to me that ICH has been ag successful as he
hee in getting students into Ustional om short notice of g ribadas, Even
more amszing is that the same ones often agree to go back again! The
Freblem of accese would be alleviated considerably if s small airstrip near
ihe town were cleared and repaired,

While in Ostional we had a formal meeting with the community (& proximstely

50 resldents attended) and discussed = variegy of toriece includéng the

reasons for the university predence gt the beach and the resesrdh affort,

gtatus of the turtla po.ulation and the community's mest recent sttempt

o organize & cooperative to permit s legal controlled harvest of turtle eggs.

This is nothéng new as the ides has been around for over & decade., The

zein hurdle for them remsins the simple fact that st least 5 existing laws

would have to be amended to exempt Oetional from the Prohibition on turtle
rggg ccllection. This continues to be very unlikely for politicel -eascns.

We are somewhat caught in the middle of the controversy hocsuse of pur sus-
Eggﬁigp that the justification for permitting the harvest may be biologically
\8ound, Froduction at Nancite, a totally protected beach, is very low with

an estizated hatch rate of 5% maximum (last year I -stimated it at less thet

1%). This is due to a combination of factors, &ll of which were outlined in

our last report, but which principelly involves nest destruction b the turtles

themselves, disruption of incubation by fungus and bascteris, and to some degres
predétion by large animels. e strongly suspect that the peme situstion is
ocourring at Ustional. Unfortunstely, because of long-gt .&ﬁ?s hoetility snd
misconoeptions on the part of the community toward theﬁ%n%¢ reity workers, we
have never been sble to gather the dsts necessery to determine whether this is

80 or not. The moet poeitive result of our meeting with the community was

that the tension and distrust which last year culminsted in an atteck upon

our field assistent has been leszened coneiderably. Yor the firet time it

appears pessible that we may be able to start gathering some dats similar to

that taken routinely at Nancite (such es systematic guadrat counts of nesting
turtles and capture of hatchlings for Froduction estimstion purposes) witzout
interference from the)% g collectors. It remains tc be seen how outsiders

who converge on the beach during arribadas will affect thie ettompt., I should

edd that even if production dsta show that hetching success is ejually low es

that at Yancite and that the egg collecting is hevéng little adverse impact,
acgeptance of the cooperative ides would not necessarily be forthcoming.

Costa Rican conservetionists would have a difficult time accepting it as I

suspect would thﬂa&‘aiﬁﬂ'the international comzunity. The history of “stionel

hee repeatedly showny t the plscement of large rumters of armed guards gt

the beach has only temporatily helted the gathering of eggs while ceusing

deep resentment and ill-will in the community and in cne unfortunste case, even

loge of life. I have overly aimplified this com i
plex situation but hope I
heve brought into focus some of the difficulties we face, ainy cnm:aétpﬁram

¥ou on the sbove would be Very welccme, b.¢. houw F oacchk Qie
Emﬂﬁ Mm'#' ‘-E Eﬁﬂi. & el rn:,' 1Elaa @ Tl'lis'l'ﬂ-‘l""'- i‘-r+
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We learned of one other problem in Ugtional which might be turned to our
advantage. The project has been renting s house in the community for 3
years for use by the sssistent permenently gtationed thete and vieiting
gtudents., At ~resent it sleeps 8, has 8 spacious kitchen and rumning water.
Shower, letrine and clothes washing facilitiles are apart from the house.

It site en & large lot near the nesting teach (althouzh well cutside the

200 m linetsrohibiting privele wwnership of land). The owner has indicated
thet she wishes to sell the property, which if purchased by somebne who
aither wished to live in it themself or who did not care to continue renting
it to the university, would lesve us without a shelter. There do not appear
+o be eny cther avsilsble dwellinmgs for rent in the comsunity. The present
asking price is apparently £50,000 or about 600 at the current exchange rate.
%hat we propose ie to reallocate funds from our cperating budget %o rurchose
the house and lot through the university. Tha legal owner would be the
University of Zosta Jieca which would have several advanteges such =s use af
carpinters for improvements and maintenence. Sueh an a-rangement would zlso
permit ue to leave ejuipment at the house for briefl pericds unattended,

We heve not contacted university officials on this zatter pending a) & firm
agking price from the owner and b) spoeoval from you snd WWF on such &
reallocation of the fupde. I ghould add that re&{ell that we can do this
without too seriously affecting our ability toc m oparating costa hecauze
of the chaotic exchange rate. One year mgo the § bought 24 colones. &t
present it buys £63. In other woriid our dollars are being ptretckhed 3X

ag fare A guick snewer on thie rejusst will te epprecisted.

i8 I mentiencd in my last letter to you before lesving Yissouri, we would

1ike *o submit a propossl to WiF to cover the ejuipment costis for our

two graduate studenta' field work, This would begin early next year.

Could you eend Dr. Robinscn the preposal forms at the fellewing gddresss
Dr. D0, HRobinaon

Escuela de Biplogia

Universidad de Costa Rica

Ciudad Tniversitaria, Costa Hies

You will be kert informed of events here periodically over the nert 5 months,
I neglected to note the due date on the progress report but believe I recall
it being in mid-September. If thie im incorrect, please edvise. Also will
the review board be mesting st thesame times this year as last to consiler
grént proposals?

With best regards,

Rl

Steve Cornelius

Fariue bational Santa iHosa
Apartade 169

Libveria, Bte.

: \ " " i ¥ liﬁ¥v14
Tue endowd Sena mfm»;’h»..'[‘w o s induding @ ﬁl :
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CHRONOLOGY OF IMPORTAKRT EVENTS AT PLAYAS ﬁETIDHAL AND NANCITE

Fall 1969
3311. 1970
Spring 1971
Fall 1971
Fall 1971
November 1971
April 1972
August '19?2
August 1972
September 1972
ﬁ;;-mb-r 1972
1972

July 15973
September 1973
dug-Nov. 1973
October 1973
1973-1374

=

D.C, Robinson ie notified of olive ridley arribadas at
Playa Ostional by Peace Corps Volunteer (PCV) J. Eyslep.

J.D. Richard and D.A. Hughes locate large fleets of turtles
congregateed off Ostional and Nancite during a survey of
Pacific coast.

Senta Hosa Hational FPark established with Faneite included
within its borders.

D.A. Hughes initiates tagging etudy at Nancite with funding’
from Bational Geographic Scciety,

Robineon initiates tagging study at Ostional under auspices
of University of Costa fica (UCR) with funding and personel
pupport from Feace Corps.

Robinson begins effort to obtain land for field station at
Optional. '

Rights to szell parcel of land obtained by Robinson from
resident of Osticnal.

5.E. Cornelius constructs small field station at Nancite with
personal funds and continues tagging study.

Bebingson contimues gtudy st Ostional with UCR and PCV.
Hyslop publishes "luchas Tortugas", Internatignal Wildlife.

Robinson constructs field station at Qational with funds
from UCR.conn

Richard and Hughes publish "Some observations of sea turtle
nesting activity in Costa Rica", Marine Biolozy 16:1297-309,

Bobinson, MeDuffie, Cornelius present. "Reproductive activity
of the Pacifiec Ridley ses turtle", 53rd meeting of im. “cc.
Icht. end Herp. in San Jose. :

Hughes publishes "Arribada", Audubon 75.
Hughes and Corneliuvs continue study at Nancite.

F. Zahl ﬁublinhus "One strange night on a turtle beach",
Nationsl Geographic 147. ;

Robinson with help from FCV, UCRH studente and students from
the Associated Colleges of th: Midwest program ceontinuss
studies at Ostionel



1374

1974-1976
1974-1979
September 1976

1977-1978
¥arch 1977
June I 1978

Spring 1979

Noverber 1§1g

May 1980
Fall 1980
July 1580
Fall 1980

Rovember 1980

November 1980

Spring 1981

July 1981

Bughes and Richard publish "The nesting of the Pacific
iidley sea turtle at Flaya Wancite", Marine Binlagj 24397-107.

Reduced UCH presence at Cstional.
Ro scientific presence at Nancite.

Hpghes publishes "Ridley erribade", Sea Frontiers 2232,
Fobinson reinitiates tngging Program at Ostional with funds
from UCRH.

Coastal Zone Law (4558) changed placing respomsibility fer
ghoreline protection in the hands of C.R. Tourist Inatitutu._

Obligatory Community Work (TCU) program for UCR etudents
expanded to ineclude several projects in Ostional to offer
the residents an alternative cash crop to the turtle egg
commerce.

Talks begun betveen UCH and Ministry of Agriculturs (MAG)
concerning construction, operation and maintenence of a
new field station at Ostiomal.

Caribtbeen Conservetion Corporaticn offers to fund construction
of & new field station at Nancite.

Formal contract drawn up between UCR and General Direction
of Figheries and Wildlife of XAG to develop & program of
pea turtle investigetion et Ostional.

C.R. Naticnal Parks Foundation receives donation of §300,000
for construction of new field staticn at ¥ancite.

Eurnnliua and Hobinecn begin present studies at Usticnal
gend Yancite on ridley abundance, distrubution and movements
under contract granted by U.S5. Fish and Wildlife Service.

014 field stetion ebandoned end house rented in ﬂstiqna]
for field peraonel.

UCR refuses to sign contract with KAG for Ostional field
station until legszl ownership of property is clarified.
Eventually determined that p-operty lies within 200 m of
ghore eliminating poesgibility of university owmership.

R. Acufia completes thesis on reprn&uutivl aspects of olive
ridleys at Ostionzl.

Pisheries and Wildlife are rebrganiged- into separate depart-
ments within MAGC which confuses issue as to which is respon-
pible for sea turtles. .

Coleglc de Biclogos (an orgsnization of professional biclogista)

receives a donation of §3600 from Animal Protection Institute
for sea turtle protection in C.H.



July 1981
Fall 1981

¥

November 1981

Kovember 1981

Fell 1981

Jenuery 1962

February 1982

Spring 1982

June 1982

July 1982

Cornelius and Jobinson receive a second grant to continue
studies at Ostional esnd Kancite.

MAG postpones invelvement in-teoperative progrem with UCR
because of confusion over juriediction within the Hinistry
ovar whether Fisheries or Wildlife is the responsible
agency.

F. Crasty completes thesis on embryonic development of
olive ridleys at Ostional and MNancite.

Town of Ostional proposes & project to permit formation

of a cooperative to exploit turtle eggs at Ustional.
Colegio de Biologos, C.H. Aesceclation for the Conservation
of Nature (ASCONA) and MAC cppose project because it would
violate existing laws.

Anonemous article in Msinstresm, "A test of survival for the
Pacific Hidley" dealing with Oational.

Fresidential decree 153200-A signed declaring Ostional
& "protected area" with the Department of Fisheries as
the responsible agency.

L]

Congtruction begine on new Nancite field stetion.

Froposed change in wildlife law would place responsibility
for all refuges in the hadds of the Wildlife Department.

New decree prnpﬁsad that would change definition of Ostional
from "protected area" to "refuge". Responsible agency not
ppedified. '

Cornelius and Hobineson hegin third year of study with
extension_of funding from USFIS and new grant from World
Wild1life Fund,
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¥r. Jack Woody v

Endangeared Spescies Office

U.5. Fish and Wildlife “Yarvice

P.0 Box 1306

Albujuerqua, HE BT7103
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Dear Jack,

Arrived with all oy gear on the 6th. Doug had a University vehicle waiting
which was the firet of several positive signs I was to see over the next
couple days that the university administration was realizing the stability
and importance of the project. Others included® the sea turtla biology and
congervation course approved for this cemester§ with 18 students signed up;
an offer from the computation center of & remote terminal for the projects;
and full professorship for DCRt in part grented for his turtle activities,

During the laet 6 mouths the new computer has come on line and in May was
opened for faculty-use. Thia haes slready made s very real differance in

our ability to retrieve and enter dete. DCT has hired an office assistent
whe very competently attends to such matters sa reward peymente, archiving
distande return informction, and preparing field data for input to the vpz=-
tuter. Hls salary is paid for by the project through the univaersity acoount
we established last year. e have s new person at Ustional who is g graduate
af UCR in wildlife (B.5.)., Ive met him and sm quite sure of his interest and
capicity to perform the work and survive the rigers of living at that beach.
In fact, all the atudents (2) and assistents (2) Doug has gathered together
since the first of the year are top notch.

Last week 1 made & short trip to Nancite by land to catch a small arribads
(=4 t'ousand). The guards again made a reasonabls effort over the past
T months to record track gcounts, arribada dates and hatehling EMETrZences,
They also d4id some tagging of leatherbacks at Haranjo. Arribadas oceurred

in Decembter, February, March-ipril, and May. A11 wmxs wFere relatively
amall but naothéng to be worried about.

Materisle for the field station at ¥ancite where brought in by boat over

a 3 month peried beginning in February. There ware a couple mighaps. The
lagt boat capeized in the breakers and all contents lost. Parvks hosgpparently
willing to plek up the veplacement ceats {£20,000)., They have already spent
about §450,000, The grant, because 1t waes given to them by CCC in colonks

at & time when the sxchange rate wes 15 o 1y amounted te only €300,000,
rogslbip of greater concern aa Car as missing meterials are the 6 concrete
columne that were buried in the beach by high winde and s 10 day atorm in
mid-May. The guards have probed and dug fer them, thus far unsuccezsfully.

I am satiefied with the site iteelf, which is approximately 250 @m from the
center of the beach, Hevertheless, & board walk of some sort will eventually
be necespary to ald in reaching the besch, since about 150 m of the trail
will be covered by the esstuary by mid September. The structure will be
prafeb concrete with much screening and sshestes reofing., 1t is much larger
than I anticipated bBing in the form of a "T" with 200X 20' stem conneoting
*oc 8 60'X18' top. Tecause the rein will undoubledly slow work, I have mno

idea when 1t will be finighed. I frunkly expect to spend most of the season
in my tent.
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After leaving Nancite and erranging for a boat and operator for my

antrance this week to the beach, I met Deug and 3 students and traveled
with them tc Ostional. Thias was the first time back to Ostionel for me
since 1271 and I came away with a greater appreciation for the difficulties
inherent in working this study area, Access is often more difficult than
to Nancite, although we were able to drive to the beach because of a 2 wesk
dry spell, A 12 day rain would make the last 10 km unpassable in a vehiela.
The UCR truek which brought us in left the sama dey so when we departed 2
days later and by a different route, it required walking 7 ke on = mud rath
acrosd 3 rivers (low water at this time of the Year but paging torrents
later on in the height of the wet season)starting at 3:30 in the morning

in order to catch the bus at Wosars, The 4 hour roller-coaster ride tu
Hicoya on an gneient school bus with no suspensicn, a dead battery, and
leaky radiator was undoubtedly the most urncomiortable I've ever taken in
C.M. We had to wait 6shours in Nicoya for the next bus with space to

get back to San Jome, We reached S5.J. at 10:15 pm, 19 hours after leaving
Ustional. In comparison, with proper advance warning te the park in Santa
dosa for a ride in'from the highway and horses resdy, it is possible to
reach Yanoite in 7-8 houra Irom San Jose, It scams aptonding to me that
Ugug has been as succassful as he has in getting students into Ustional

on shert notice of arribedas. Even more emazing ie that the same ones
wiuld agree to go back & second timet!

While in Dsticnal we hed & meeting with the community concerning furtlaea,
the vniversities activitias end their most recent attempt to organize a
csocperative to permit a legnl controlled harvest of turtle egga. The main
hurdle for them remaina the simple fact thet at least 3 laws would have to
be amended to exempt Ustional from the prohibition on turtle oge collection.
This seema very unlikely at the moment. The most positive result of the,
meeting was an indication of: a gradual scceptance that the tageing project
ig not in Fact harming the turtlea, that university presence at the besch
will be continuing and that the hestility shown in the past was eounter-
produetive to thelr efforts =t forming a cooperstive., What this appeara to
suggest ia that for the first time we may be able Lo start gathering some
data similar to that taken routin:ly at Naneite (such as systematic quadrat
aounts of turtles on the beach end capture ol hatchlings for production
edtimation turposes) without interference from the local community. <t remain

to be seen how cutsiders who converge on the beach during arribadas will
aifect this attempi.

f Heturns of tegs from othar lo~ales continues with B85 presently ragistered,

I of which 36 have come from cutsids Costa ltican watars. Turtles continus Lo

/ 8 harvested in Eousdor, in spite of the ban, but are off-lcaded irn Colombia
for atorage andfahiptqnt to Jaran and Italy., This information in considerable
detail was offered by a~ EZcuadoresn fisherman who returned a teg, Another

l interesting recovery vccurred at Escobilln. The first time for this.

The currency situation is as dhatic es laet year, amctuslly more so.  Tha
dollar now buys §60-65, compared to 24 at this time a JyehAr ago. Pricea ara
quickly adjusting hovever and thus partially discounting the increased value
of the §. A good oxample wus tha eost of my room at Playas del Coco last

week. Last year it was §50, ag'raxi@utely ¢ at that time. This year the
same exact room tock me for £3 E or #£.25% at the current exchange rate! I
frankly don'{ see how those living strictly on colones are making it.
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I leave next Bhursday {22 July) in & Park Sgrvice truck to layas dal
Coco and the following day on boat to Nencite., The day 1 go in is always
the most eritical of the ceason s¢ hope for cale waters and a boatman who

can count to Beven.

Hope things have turned around for the better st Rancho Nueva.

gt regards, :

Jteva
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1974

1574-1976
1574-1379

Saptembar 1976

1977=-1978
Hu&uh 1977

June 1978

Spring 1919

Novemnber 1979

May 1980
Fall 1980
July 1980
Fall 1580

Hovembar 1980

Hovember 1980

Spring 1981

e o s b

Hughes and [licherd publish "The nesting of the Pacifie
nidley ees turtle at Flays Lencite™, Marine Biology 24%57-107.

Reduced UCH presence at Osticnal.
Ko scilentific presence at Hancite.

Heghes publishes "Ridley arribada", Sea Frontiers 22:2.
Bobinson reinitiates tegging program at Ostional with funds
from UCRH.

Coaatal Zone Law [4555} changed placing responsibility for
shoreline protection in the handas of C.R. Teouriat Institute.

Obligatory Community Work (TCU) program for UCR students
expanded to include several projests in Oational to offer
the residents an alternative cash crop to the turtle agg
commerca,

Talks begun between UCR and Minfistry of Agricultura (MAG)
concerning construction,; operatien and maintenence aP -1
new field station at Cstional.

Caribtbean Conservation Corporation offere to fund consiruction

of & new field stetion et Yancite.

Formal contract drawn up btetween UCR and General Direction
of PFisheries and wildlife of MAG to develop a program of
gea turtle investigation at Osticnal.

C.R. ¥etionsl Parks Foundation receivesz donastien of 3300,000
for conatruction of new field station at Haneite,

Eurn&lius and Rebinson begin present studies at Ustional
and Yancite on ridley abundance; distrubution and movezments
under contract granted by U.3. Fish and Wildlife Service,

01d field station sbandoned and house rented in Ostional
for field personel.

UCR refuses to sign contract with MAG for Ostional field
station until legal ownership of property is clarified.
Eventually determined that p-operty lies wihin 200 m of
shore eliminsting possibility of university owmership.

R. heufiz completes thesis on reproductive mespects of olive
ridleys at Ostienal.

Fisheries and Wildlife are reorgenizedsinto separate depart-
ments within KAG which confuses issue gs to which is respon-
sible for sea turtles.

Colegio de Biolegos (en orgsnization of professicnal biologiat

receives & donation of 33600 from Animal Frotection Institute
for sea turtle protection in C.R.

July 1681



GERﬁHﬂLDGT OF IMPORTANT EVENTS AT PLAYAS OSTIONAL AND NANCITE

. Fall 1969
Fall 1970
Spring 1971
Fall 1971
Fall {9T1
Hovember 1974
April 1572
August .1972
August 1972
Septembar 1972
November 1972

1972

July 1973
September 1973
Mug-Nov, 1973
October 1973
1973-1574

D.C. Hobinason iz notifiad of olive ridley arribadae at
Playa Ustional by Feace Corps Volunteer (FCV) J., Hyslop.

JeD. Richard and D.A. Hughes locate large fleeis of turtles
congregateed off Ostional and Wancite during = survey of
Pacifio ocoast.

Santa Hosa Fetionsl Fark eatablished with Nancite included
within ite borderes.

D.A, Hughes initistes tagging study at Nancite with funding
from Hational Geographic Scciety.

Hobinson initiates tagging study st Ostional under auapicea
of University of Costa fiica (UCR) with funding and persensl
support from Peece Corps.

‘Robinson begins effort to obtain land for field station at

Ostional.

Hghts to amall parcel of lend obtained by Robinson from
reasldent of Ostional.

3.E, Cornelius constructs small field station at Hancite with
peracnal funds and continues tagging study,

Robinsen continues study at Ostional with UCR and POV.
Hyslop publishes "Muchaes Tortugas", International Wildlifa.

Robineon conastructs field statien at Ostional with funds
from UCR.z .0

Hichard snd Hughes publish "Some cbzervations of sea turtle
nesting activity in Costa Rica", Marine Biology 16:297-309.

Robinson, Moluffie, Cornelius present. “"Heproductive activity

of the Pacific Ridley sea turtle”, 53rd meeting of Am. “oc.
Icht. and Herp. in Sen Jose. .

Hughes publishes "Arribada", Auduben 75.
Huoghes and Cornelius continue study at Nancite,

P. Zahl publishee "Cne sirenge night on a turtle beach",
National Geographic 147.

Robinson with help from PCV, UCR students and students from
the Associated Colleges of tho Midwest progrem continuws
satudies at Dational



July 1981

Fall 1581

Fovegber 1981

November 1981

Fall 1981

JANUATY 1982

February 1962

Spring 1982

JUne 1982

July 1082
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Cornelius and Zobinscn receive & second grunt to continue
etudies at Ostional and Nancite.

MAG poatpones involvement in-tooperative preogram with UCE
beacauss of confusion over jurisdietion within the Kiniastry
over whether Fisheries or Wildlife is the responsible
EZENOY .

F. Craztg ﬂﬁmpietes theais. on efbryonie development aof
olive ridleys at Ostionsl and Mancite.

Town of Ostional proposes & project to permit formstion

of 8 cooperative to exploit turtle eggs at Ustionzl,
Colegio de Biologos, C.0. Asgociation for the Conservation
of Nature (ASCONA) and MAC oppose project because it would
viplate exieting laws.

Anonomousa article in Mainstresm, "A test of survival for the
Pacific Hidley" dealing with Ostional,

Presidential decree 15200-A signed, declaring Ostional
a "protected ares" with the Department of Fisheries as
the responsible agency.

Conzstructios begins on new Hancite field statieon.

Proposed change in wildlife law would place responsibility
for all refuges in the hands of the Wildlife Dapartment.

Hew deecree proposed that would change definition of Ustional
from "protected area" to "refuge". DResponsible agency noi
apecified.

Cornelius and fobinson hegin third year of study with
extension of funding from USPW3 and new grant from World
Wildlife Fund.
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August 9, 1982

George Balazm

Hawaii Institute of Harine Biologpy
P.0, Box 1346

Kaneohe, HI 96744

Dear Feorge:

Thanks feor your letter of July 28. I have enclosed a copy
of comments I submitted to the SE Recovery Team regarding their
technical draft. As you can see, I have formally suggested that
they call for the establishment of a team for the East Pacific.
I have also stressed this in conversations with a number of the
team members.

We contbine to pursue the ifdea of a patch, Actually, we have
expanded the idea to inélude posters and brochures: 1 dom't know
whether we shall be able to fund all of it this wvear, but at leasat
we can get a start.

Keep in touch!

B ergl

chael Webar
Sea Tertle Reagcue Fund Director

Center for Environmental Education
624 Oth Strest, NW  Washington, DC 20001 {202) 737-3600
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;ff} i P*hatinna] Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
F*-gJ)j}* l. National Harine ;isheriea Service
Southeast Fisheries Center
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“AUG 51982
A FRV JEANIE Cruise No. JE-04-8B2(1) JErae—
Iqbi 3/259-4/14/82 ':1:2:::::1
h:-ullg-,mﬂ.

INTRODUCTION

The chartered vessel, Jeanie completed cruise JE-04-82(1) on April 14, 1893
in Ft. Myers, Florida. The objectives of the cruise were to:

1. Evaluate the top opening TED on pink shrimp grounds off tihe west coast
of Florida.

2. Evaluate a commercially produced TED.

3. Test the effectiveness of the top opening TED design for reducing logger-
head sponge bycatch.

METHODS

Comparative tows were made between a standard rigged b5' Mongoose trawl on
one side of the vessel and a 65' Mongoose with a top opening TED installed on
the opposite side. Comparative tows were also made between a 65' Mongoose rigged
with a commercial model TED with 3" bar spacing and a 63' lMongoose rigged with
the WMFS design TED with a 6" bar spacing. The trawls were spread with 9' x 40"
otter doors employing 50 fathom bridles and were rigged with standard loop chain
and 1/4" tickler chains set 36" shorter than. the footrope. Testing was conducted
on pink shrimp grounds in 5-10 fathoms of water off Ft. Myers, Florida. The
catches from each net were weighed and bycatch samples taken. Uata were collected
on shrimp catch rates, finfish catch rates, and catch rates for loggerhead sponge.

RESULTS

1. Comparative results between NMFS TED with 6" bar spacing and standard
rigged trawl.

Shrimp Catch Rates (N=12)

TED Standard
Total Catch 223 lbs. 246 1bs.
Mean Catch 6.1 1bs/fhr. 6.8 1bs/hr.

Finfish Catch Rates (h=12)

TED Standard
Total Catch 1,547 1bs. 2,018 ibs.
Fean Cateh 43 Ths/hr. 56 1bs/fhr.



Loggerhead Sponge Catch Rates (N=12)

TED standard
Total Catch 50 1bs. _ 1362 1bs.
Mean Catch 5 1bs/tow 186 1bs/tow

2. Comparative results between NMFS TED with 6" bar spacing and commercial
model TED with 3" bar spacing.

Shrimp Catch Rates (N=18)

MMFS TED Cormm. TED
Total Catch 190 1bs. 132 1bs.
Mean Catch 5.25 1bs/hr 3.60 1bs/hr.

Bycatch Rates

The commercial model TED with 3" bar spacing became
clogged with sponge on 13 of the 18 tows making valid
comparisons of the bycatch rates impossible. The 3"
spacing cannot be effectively employed on these shrimp
grounds due to clogging of the device by sponge.

GENERAL COMAENTS

The top opening TED with 6" bars was effectively employed on the pink
shrimp grounds off of Ft. Myers, Florida, The major bycatch species on these
grounds is the loggerhead sponge which was effectively eliminated by the TED.
Shrimp catch rates were comparable for the sample size taken. The commercial
model TED with 3" bar spacing was not effective due to clogging of the device.
Another problem encountered with the commercial TED was increased bottom trash
catch due to the heavier weight of the commercial TED. As a result of this
testing the commercial manufacturer of the TED has modified the design to allow
fiexibility in the bar spacing and a decrease in the weight of the device. These
modifications should allow optimum performance of the commercial TED for the
different fishing conditions encountered on the southeastern U.S5. shrimp grounds.

Cruise Participants

W. Serra, FMES, Pascagoula, M3
J. Mitchell, Fishery Observer, Pascagoula, MS

Submitted by: Approved by: )
| YAt £ S ffq;:/
I, Metson, Jr. o Hilliam W. Tox, JE
sfAng Systems Bra Chief Director, SEFC

[:_-'tr ..-L.. " ,:j.—%fgL.__ - e
Director, Mississippl Labs
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INTERMATIONAL UNIGN FOR CONSERVATIOM OF MNATURE AMD MATURAL RESQUBCES

Aanoa du Most-Soan: T/ Tolecs; 23818 lucn o Tidgramrmus, Talegrama:
1196 Gisad - Guise,Swibsdsd . TETel (02 84 7181 lugnature, Glnd
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Sa/3/1C

12 August 1982
Dear

As you may know, all of IUCN's Commissions and Specialist Groups are
automatically dissolved after each I[UCN General Assembly, thus providing
a pericdic opportunity for reorganizing as circumstances may dictate.

Since the 15th Session of the IUCN General Assembly at Christchurch,
New Zealand, in October 1981, the 53C Steering Committee and I have been
deciding on new patterns for reconstitution of the 55C network,

Over a period of time we have gradually established separate Specialist
Groups for the principal taxa of reptiles and amphibians as follows:

Tortoise Group Dr. Ian R. Swingland
Freshwater Chelonian Group Or. Edward 0. Moll
Marine Turtle Group Prof. Archie Carr
" B - Or. George H. Balazs, Deputy Chairman
Crocodile Group Dr. F. Wayne King
Snake Group Or, Romulus Whitaker
Lizard Group pending

With this coverage in separate groups, we have therefore decided not to
reconstitute the Reptile & Amphibian Group again.

However, to provide an integrating and coordinating overview of reptile
and amphibian activities, Mr. René Honegger has agreed to serve as
Commission Vice Chairman for Reptile and Amphibian Matters,

I very much hope that each of the members of the former Reptile &
Amphibian Group will remain interested and active in S5C affairs, and
I extend my warm appreciation for your services in the past.

Yours sincerely,

Gren Lucas
Chadirman

Species Survival Commission
Encl.




gsC REPTILE & AMPHIBIAN, ORGANIZATION

Tortolsa Group

Freshwater Chelonian Group

Marine Turtle Group

Crocodlle Group

Snake Group

Lizard Group

g8 Vica Chairman for
Reptile and Amphibian
Mattars

Chairman:

Dr. Ian R. Swingland

school of Continuing Education
and Biological Laboratory
Rutherford College

University of EKent

canterbury, Kent

UK

Chairman:

Dr. Edward Q. Moll
pepartment of Zoology
Bastern Illincis University
charleston, Illinois 61920
Usa

Chairman:

Prof. Archie Carr

craduate Research Professor
Dept of Zcology

University of Florida
Cainesville, Florida 32601
Tsa

Daputy Chairman:

Dr. George H., Balazs

Hawaii Institute of Marine Biclogy
P.D. Box 1346

Kaneohe, Hawail 96744

[8]-F

Cchalrman:

Dr, F. Wayne King

Director

Florida State Museum
University of Florida
Gainesville, Florida 32611
UsAa

Chailrmani

Dr. Romulus Whitaker

o/o Madras Snake Park Trust
Guindy Deer Park

Madras=-22

India

pending

Mr., René E. Honegger
curator of Herpetology
Zoo Zurich
gurichbergstrasse 221
8044 Eurich
Switzerland



Sent to:

Mr. Arden H. Brame, Pasadena, California, USA
Or. Donald G. Broadley, Umtali, Rhodesia, Zimbabwe
Dr. ‘8. Brunc, Pescasseroli, Aquila, Italy

Dr. Bruee Bury; Fort Collins, €O, USA

Dr. Harold Cogger, Australia

Mr. J.C. Daniel, Bombay, India

Dr. Federico Medam, Colombia

Irt. Marco Frelbersg, Argentina

Dr. F. Wayne King, Florida, USA

Mr. J. McKesly, Cland; Switzerland

Prof. Dr, A. Bannikowv, Moscow, UUSSE

Prof. Ch., Blanc, Montpellier, France

Me. John Burkton, £fP5, London

Dr. Efephien Busak

Dr. Gordon Gregg, Sydney, Australia

Or. BFusszs. Mittermeisr, MY

r Informaticon to:

. René& E. Honegger

Groan. Lucas

B. Groombridge,SCMU, Tambridgs
Dr. T. R. Bwingland

Dr,. EBEdward 0. Moll

Prof. A. Carr

Br. G Belazs

Dr. F. Whitaker
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REC/RFS/pe Professor Archie Carr

Dept of Zoology
University of Florida
223 Bartram Hall
Gainezville

Florida 32611

USA

11 August 1982

Oear irchig,

The rather piecomeal correspondence about an October Marine Turtle
meeting and discussions here with Jeff Mclealy of CNPPA about the Bali
meebing, prompl me to produce the 7ollowing review of events and some
siraw-man ideas,

The original suggestion wes that turtle werkers should take advantage

of their attendance at the Eali World Parks Congress in'October to get
together and coupare note: - espacially with respect to the mutual
intercsts of these working in Indonesia, Malaysia and the Philippines,

and wWith the added benefits of cuntributions by whatever intarnational
experts were zlso present. (Mot everyone is aware that official attendance
4t the conference is by fnvitation only and involves payment of a regis-
tration fee}.

' our reguest, Jeff agrecd to sat aside and annatnce the evening of
Tuesday 12 October for &n ad ho¢ marine turtle meeting in conjuncticn
ith the Ball Conferenca, He alse expressed the hope that the meeting
gould contribute samething useful teo the conference &8s well as to turtle
peopic, (The date s not absolutely firm and could of course be the
vickin of winor last minute schedile changes but this seems unlikely).

% very tentative agends might jdentify gaps and help focus on a possible
prientation. a5 wall &% b= useful in preparation for the mesting,
Therefore T suggest the followine topics Tor discussion:

Report from the 55C Marine Turtle Specialist Group
Reparts af work in prodress in the region:
Indonesia f Malaysia f Philippines / Elsewhere

Dpportunities for regional goordination
Significant new dJevelopments 1n research
and management worid-wide



AN

LU.C.N.

Prof. Archie Carr ' 11.8.1982
Gainesyille, Florida 32611, USA e

Material on turtle management in protected areas to be
included in conference publication on Management of
Marine and Coastal Protected Areas.

(Possible assignment of 2 working group to review material
and meet again later in the Ennfer&nce?

Preparation of a conference resolution, if appropriate,
on the role of protected areas in marine turtle conservation

Other Matiers

Schedule of any additional working group assignments or
further mestings

Adjourn

Naturally, the group that meets will arrange their agenda as they see
fit, but the above may help focus thinking.

The distribution 1ist attached to this letter reflects my impression of
those who are T1ikely to be present or otherwise especially interested

in the turtle meeting.

I hope to see you there.

Encl,

Yours sipcerely,
?’érw’”"
Robert F. Scott

Executive Officer

Species Survival Commission
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Cofin . Limpus

[I) Home: P.0). Box |89 Business: Mational Parks and Wildlife Service
Aitkenvale Pallaremda
Townsville, 4814 Townsville: 4310
Australia Australia
Telephone 73-2674 Telephone 74-1411
3-"1.#’

i

George Balazs,

Hawaii Institute of Harine Biclogy,
P.0. Box 1346,

Coconut Island,

¥anoehe, Hawaii. 96754k,

Dear George,

Thanks for all your many notes and reprints. Thanks toofor spending some time with

Hlev Melachlan and his wife. | trust too that your cwn work goes well and that your
family is OK.

You mentioned a possible Costa Rica venue for the Turtle Group meating. |'11 believe
it when | see it. |'m surprised someone hasn't notified me that there s na Intentien

to persue an Australian venue.

I've sent to you some copies of papers | have in press. | hope they are of use to you.
When yvou read them yvou will see that apart from establishing data bases on Queensland
turtle populations they are attempting to correct some of the misconceptions created

by H.R.B. OSpeaking of H.R.B., | don't have a copy of Bustard 1981 which you asked for =
sorry. hie doesn't send me reprints as a matter of course,

Re lights and turtle feeding grounds. |1've seen ne indication of a local effect of
lights and general nocturnal tourist activity on the underwater behaviour of the greens
and loggerheads of my study area near Heron. The turtles can be seen éELPQr“H at

night In areas where tourist activity in the water and on the adJacent, 15 falrly common
by day. One of our regular catch sites Is about 400 m offshore from the most
illuminated area of Heron Island. It is rich in 4-70 cm CCL O, mgdas:;’%EE Mo re ]

concerned with the effect &f people on the basking in these ars3s. Brior te settlement
mass basklng was apparently a common event at Heron., Today even [solated "basking'

is rare and ht.§ Pleasure divers regularly catching the turtles to ride
them underwater doesn't appear to drive them aWay. |t just seems to educate the turtles
to avoid divers at close quarters. High density outboard motors will have an

associated higher incidence of E:gpgllnr strikes. | hope these rushed thoughts are
e L — — - ~

Re John Burchard: 1'11 be at my Crocodile field work until bth September. If he visits
Townsville before then suggest that he contacts Gall and she can organise for him to
meet my assistants.and together they can help him if he has problems he wants to
discuss.
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Re R.D.B. (Groombridge): | sent a hurried note in response to Brchies latter. | was
not happy with a lot of what was in the C. mydas and Caretta drafts. However most of
my concern was really with the implied Ideas rather than the explicity stated ones
a.g. | feel It gives the Impression that green turties were so abundant and widely
dispersed that although some areas had reduced populations the conservation lobby may
ba “crying wolf''. Have | misread the drafts.

UN 8 letbss erising feom the sbove deafts and other papers: |'m amazed that so many
pecple have access to the proceeding of the Washington Conference while so many of

us don't have, The information is so out of date now that | wonder if Tt will be worth
using when it is published. With the new rookeries and so on that we have found in

the last two seasons | know |'d like to rewrite my contribution. (Gee, | must sound
11ke a bitchy criter at times).

| 've just been notified of acceptance for another 1 year grant to monitor the Raine
Island rookery again in 1982-1983. 1'1] be able to employ an assistant to spend
saveral weeks in the area. That plus tags are my main costs for the project. The
funds will come from the Ralne Island Corporation and they will also fund another
emall project to examine the distribution of sea turtle harvests in Torres Stralt -

a maJor feeding ground for Ralne Island greens. Helene Marsh of James Cook Unlversity
has besn given that grant.

At present |'ve got my fingers crossed for a granmt to run what | hope will be the last
of my Intensive work at Heron lsland. 1'1] know in September how |'ve gone with that
one. It looks promising. This grant has also been the grant supporting my sex
determination studies in the last year. | need the funds to complete the work started.
| can't remember what |'ve teld you to datwon this - we ran pivotal temperature
studies on 4 specles this year Caretta, [. mydas, C. depressa and Dermochelys. Caretta
was run for eggs from two rookeries with very different sand temperature regemes.

For the first 3 specles we also tested for critical stage for sex determination. That
was all lab work. At Mon Repos and Meron Island we have also measured at weekly
intervals the sex ratio of Faretta and L. mydas through the season. This is our 3rd
season of doing this in conjunction with extensive beach sand temperature recording.
There are some really dramatic differences coming out of this between species, between
rookeries and between years. | hope we are submitting our first substantial papers

on this work early next year:

Hf you come over my way In October 1'11 take you to Heron Island for one of my turtle
Rodeos. It must be about time for us to sit down for another turtle chat. How about
it?

Well | must close. Please keep me informed about the proposed turtle meeting as
Archie hasn't replied to any of my letters from earlier this year.

Regards,
Pl l._:”ff":_ % "‘JLI'
M I shlpasn f-l.rlil:--\. f . Y & I
—-—-—-———{:FJJ LIHPUS. -.:-I;:l l|' ¥ T (TS . R bl e £ 4 :-?l:'
J ¥
CJL:DH tidi ot



