; :-l-“""-.-

= — -
SEA TURTLES-
"~

SAAL




Turtles
on menu
to honor

Makali‘i

Hunt is part sport,
part survival

By Bob Mrauss
ADVERTEER STAIE WhRITER

rmr.m_
Two giant turties mated In
and flippers splashing in
awkward exuberance,

Sooty terns and boobies
wheeled overhead, Pikelot,
an uninhabited grove of co-
conut palms floating on the

ocean, lay a few hundred
e m'\."‘-\—

Sea turtles have been go-
MWWPHM
BfEs 85 a8 anybody can
remember.

But today the turtles were
not alone. Six crewmen from
the FS5 Independence edged

Pikelot is the size of Sand
Island, a speck of sand and
coral in a vast ocean. It's the

<classic movie version of a

See PIKELOT, A12
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Pikelot: Turl:les to prcmde feast

FROM PAGE ONE the atolls. K At Puluwat Atoll, the men spent

ing
The building is a Catholic  for 's teaching Hawallans to  feast, They performed stick
church, witha tin roof and nowalls  sail by the stars and ocean swells  dances that they said originated
except on the altar side. Turtle 25years with an old man who learned them
hunters there after safe ar- Is 2,800 miles southowest




Waking the Hanauma turtles |

i i

a quiet dawn ritual

The Penple Who Wake the
Turiles a1 Hansuma Bay cvery
Friday morming arrive 1here ns
the clouds are ablush wilh the
dascovery of dawn,

It @ magic moment BElween
day and night when lime

. glande stdl. palms trees etched
delicately in bark against the
sky, wavelols washing sofily
an the heach.

Bait the stilloess 5 an illuséon
caplured i the mint like a
painting bocaiss day opmes
qubrkly on milent fecp as ‘The

le Who Wake the Turtles

* B their land clothes and slip
en face mnsks and fing.

' The People Who Wake the
Turtles have traveled all ower
‘the world, yet they have found
#i Hamauma Bay o 1repsure

=t AL deaws ihem back overy
WErE

They are harlly what you
wiolild call athleles Iscause
they aee all in their T8 and
they paddle sedatcly oul (o
wake Lhe Lurtles. The turiles
gleep snugly on the sand in

* keir fevorive kaleg in the core
al.

*Turtle, turile” shouled Foy

. Grinoe over the calm waler

. tast Friday. He had wakened
throe.

Wonehous Ao e
) i

“Turtle,” shouled Loura han-
Is and Huth Ellen Limdenberg.
They Rad wokened twa,

The turiles roused them-
selwes and swam Iazsly with
their Iricnds 10 the reed where
they departed the bay for @
day of siveniure in Lhe deep
afenn, In the evening they
came back (e thesr nests in Lhe
reef.

Thal morming Lawra. & ro-
Lired--professor of sociolOgy,
saw {wo big uloa oulside the
recf amd & theec-loot:long yel=

Jlow trumpet fish.

Moy, a retined chembstry pro-
frssor and 1M reaconehor, sadd
ke saw abowl 30 varsetios of
ligh

ing wilh eoch oihor,” sakl Joc
sunger, retired enginees, sculpe
wor nndl prinl maker. “Thoy
were spread oul, waving their
an:nsh:u if ﬂl_"('j' werg making
5 ,

L.g:"m%I relirtd b8 B
reiary in a mental Bealth of-
fice, remembers peiting bitlen
by mobe back spoticd scrgeamt
fish goarding & nest of cgEs.
“When they bite you on @
thigh, it really smaris.” she
gaist

*Vay kpow, it's fomny, no
matt-~ how many people who
pome Aere, You can'l spodl 0"
suld Ruth Ellen who heads up
the egislative committee af ihi
Americnn  Association of He-
tired Persons in Hawaik “Hae
nauma Bay could go on like
ihis forever with reasomabic
t.';'tl;; 1] BETDC. Yol Roy sasl

Y

(=10 :l'-li'vnu-lmrs of fish ke saw
at Hanauma Friday morni
COMparcs tx the & a
50 b sees o1 Maanapall,

“Ii may be the Riceline in

Each of The People Whal the water [rom cigareties thal
Wake the Turiles has hiz o Smokors throw on the beach”

her faworite ssory of underwas 4

ter advenlure al Hanauma Bay,
“The most dramatic
Fve pben i Ven orlopas play-

L B Ao R L A

thing.

e said. “A1 Hannuma Bay,
md far fewer varieles of

fich

He sald be B also beginning

(Liilld-u the reef than outskde,”

Aleariaar phoic by T. Umeds

The People Wha Wake the Turlles on Ihe share of Hanauma Bay.

o gee luriles wilth lumors L the park. ag ther foundmg spoei, 0o was

think may be caused by chenn=
cals 1n the water,

Heowever, The Poople Wha
Wake the Turthes are eptimis-
tie about the futuee of Hosn-
ma Bay. They eredil park man-
Hﬂil‘; Alsn Hong, and l:ﬂpﬂﬂ
of him by the City Councal, for
aclions that hawve greatly im-
proved comdibons for fish at

These actions ipclude bans
ning iour buses from the park,
closing the park an Wednesday
mrning: and requrmg visitnes
to feed fush ealy fool sold an
the park.

The People Who Wake Lhe
Turiles recopnize Stephanie
Skodak, o TE-year-old who
gnorkeked all over ihe waorld,

the who led ther i the wae
ter af Hanaump Bay. She deed
soveral Yesrs ago of cancer.
Thll:_'-' baried her beyord the
ol

Fight Lo ten of hes digcipbos

continue o wakse the Lurlles
A
riined oul ooly threo times
sanooe 18685, saxl Arien,

Friday, "We've hoen
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Children are sea turtles’

lha»st hope in Palau waters

here in Hawali, but at

least we have turtles:
to worry about. 1 just returned
from a trip to Palan whers sea
turtles are as rarae as hens' teeth.

During two weeks of continuous
diﬁn&:murkeﬂngm aking in
this Western Pacific archi o,
famous for its marine Hfe, I saw
only two furtles.

b to say it but sen turiles
don't have a around here,”
I turtie worker

*If it's seen, it's laken. People
have hunted turties and collected
ﬁhem for =a Inn;, they can't

ine giving it up.

Rather than sdmiting defeat,
]il;]uwer. wildlife workers in P‘-ﬁ
are pleading the turtles” case
the most influential in the
umda,l’amu'schilﬂ virog-

v with the help of local
ﬂnmamtumln;lurunmn
in the schools.

; One bright result of this teach-
e e e
ng my =]
of Koror. AYnmm:tShnw Pro-

am titled, “Laf Our Sea Tarthe

mi_ly' Lival” showed posters

made by the city's eighth-graders.

. The Palau Conservation Society,
United Artists of Belau and

Bavinps Bank sponsored the event

in which visitors were asked to
for their 1 favorites,

It was @ tough call, especially

th some students standing near

gir works of arl making shy

hbhﬁngatﬁmpmlnthnmd m:.r
- fuvorite poster pictured a female

turtle-laving on a beach. The
_ h‘-ﬂpl:m mldm‘%ljﬂi turtles know

v what bo do. D Yo"

All the postors elearly showed
! that the kids have the message. [
gaiid this to one of the turtle work-
ers who helped organise the show,

e e

e SR

turtle hunting doesn't
there won't be ooy turtles
these kids to conserne”
Tha turtles that lay
Palau beaches and swim In

species smaller than our familiar
green sea turtle,

Hawkshill turtles have the mis-
fortune of bearing lovely shells,
which people have used for aeons
bo make jewelry and other decora-
tive itoms.

In many eountries of the Pacific,

Falau, people also eat
hawkzhill meat, even though it is
somuiimes polsonmus.

Reséarchers aren’t sure why

gome turiles are poisonous and
others are but the Individual
turtle's diet is likely a factor.

Hawlkshill turtles eat p variety of
crustaceans, sponges, jellyfish,
snails and seaweeds,

The sharp beak, from which
hawkshills get their name, allows
this species (o be mooks and
eranmnies of réefs in search of

i ohd ilm. hen peopl

In the when B
were scarce and technolgy was
pﬂnﬂﬂmmwrﬂﬂmldmm

numbers in of

turtlu are n%ﬂﬂn: he‘d.hld.
¢ Regional En-
ﬂmnmmﬂl Progran, an environ-
mental organization formed to
halp Pacific Island has
1995 the Year of the Sea
Turtle. 1 don't know about the
resulis in other countries, but in
Palau, this urgent message 8 com-
ing Toud and clear, at least
1o the ¢ T,

Let's hope they teach thelr par-
ents well,

Buman Seail i% o marine solewcs
writer and author of three books aboud
o appsrs tonda o

i ] e
Star-fwelletin, s




Color the Paclfic Green sea turtle (honu)

MM&MHD;

The pictura
shown s opprox-
imately half the
stze of the oclual
coloring book by
auihor-Riustrator
Pafrick Ching,
who writes, "The
grean sea furtte
did not gat ks
name from e
color of is sheil,
which s maore
Brown than
graen, but Instead
wias named for
the color of fis
flesh and body
fukds, which are
orean os a result
ummﬂu

TRICK Ching, whose colorfal de-
pictions of Hawaii’s flora and fou-
na have graced the Hawaiian Tele-
phone eover, now has come
up with a new book that allows chii-
dren to eolor their world.

Featured in the “Endangered Ani-
mals of Hawai'i Coloring Book™ are 15
native animals that are on, or are can-
didates for, the United States govern-
ment's Endang'erad or threatened
species list

These include the ‘io (Hawailan
hawk), ‘ilo-holo-i-ka-uaua (Hawaiian
monk seal), ‘ekohekohe (crested hon-

kohola (humpback whale),
ewell’ Hhaarmtnr}. ‘alae ‘ula

(Hawalian ule), ‘n‘upl hi‘u lnla
e
n

turtle), Laysan ﬂ'm:t, ‘I.'I'Il'i Cmii.m

honeyeresper), pupu kani oe (Hawai-

Endangered
85

(Bess Press),

im:r land snail),
damselfly), ‘ala

A

mao 1i'i (Hawaiian
(Hawaiian crow),

and nene (Hawalian goose),
As in his previous coloring books,

“Mative Animals of Hawai'l," "Exotic
Animals in Hawai'i” and “Beautiful
Birds of Hawai'i," comblnes his
E;#HBH drawings with informative

For instance, we learn that mother
monk seals do not feed for the five
weeks she is nursing a pup. We also
learm that the native ian hoary
bat, which dwalllnntheﬂ lllam]

El'd-l nds moat of its days
And, hPhumnﬁght
A young
decide to the brown bat blue, in
many cases youngsters have not had a
chance to see these creatures in the
wild, 80 a color key on the back cover

i= a gulde to nature's

The coloring book is available at 1o-
cal book outlets for $4.95, It can also
be ordered from the publisher for
80,95 puatuga paid. Write to Bezs
Press, P, ox 22388, Honolulu, HI




Kihei's Don Bloom,

TIMOTHY HURLEY

L ——
make: the connection i

mnmmmummmﬁl

the shark that bit him in murky water had mistaken him
for & sea turtle.

I's & cry heard over and over, In recent the
Havwaiian sea turtle has taken s Iutﬂfmf-l‘::indl
quanters,

m% M AEW s

population of sca tartles is 1o blame, or at least partially
responsible, for the reportedly higher mumbers of tiger
sharks that roam our waters.

Thue_hlﬂnlwﬂiﬁiﬂ:piumllmﬂtmmle
= & mainstay on the tiger shark diet — has been
ﬂlﬂnﬂd'?ﬂ?&rﬂdﬂdﬁﬁ:ﬂummm

c mid- tiger shark

population has seemingly mushroomed as well,

And the theory goes that since there are more sea
:u-rjmmlg:mh,ghlmﬂuuﬂmium&ﬁps

mm&mﬁhmﬂu

Think it & shark"s point of view: From ihe

mtydc;?:ymmﬂ:}u ﬂE.Ih. tumtle
waler's surface, 8 choser

examinaiion would heve revealed a ;

bodyboard with dangling armes and legs. But, hey, when

T ol 0  Kind of talk that u::

§ ) really rankies

Balazs, zoologist and leader of manine turtle rescarch

for the National Marine Fisheries Service in Honolulw
Hawraii's iop turthe expert, Balars there

hmnyhpemmmm:miqumhm

mpﬂpiﬂmuﬂ:mnf'mmdhimﬂw ings and

While there are indeed more turtles in our waters,

X7 TONE (995

R = =

there aren't a8 many out there as think, he
Sea turtles are wrmmmmmﬁ
get the blame,

Balazs, who is also known for compiling and
maintaining a list of Hawail shark attacks, says it is rue
that the turtle is on the tiger shark dict. But be believes
its importance on the shark’s daily menu has been
overestimated. Also eaten by tiger sharks are fsh, craba,

birds, other sharks, rays, squid, octopus, crabs,
m-ﬂmm

The reason turtles are overrated as shark food, he
says, is' becausa they are found in the stomach of sharks
more often. That"s due 1o the fact they can't be broken
down by stomach acids as well. Many other things a
tiger shark eats digest faster,

As for the mistaken identity theory, Balazs he
doesn't bay iL S e

*'nyw‘mhmifmdmlhﬂnklﬂm;m'mn
seal. If you're in Hawaii, the sharks think you're
turtle,’* he says. *“Which one is (i7"

_ There i8 no credible data to support the mistaken
wdentity theory, Balazs insists,
M:Tid::glh'upnthﬂfmiuwnptuﬂhs

l-u .I'I-h

p et T
fussy than others about what they eal. Tiger sharks ane

known 1o eat almost anything and everything, and are
y‘p‘elﬁﬂywmﬂm;ﬂﬂmmﬂumﬁmwﬂhﬂ-
it's a piece of wood, a surfboard, a boat or a bird.""

A number of recent attacks in Hawaii on surfers have
taken place during daylight hours in reasonably clean,
clear water, I1's hard 10 imagine that the sharks involved
in those incidents mistook: their victims for anything
other than a potentially eible object at the surface, he
BayE.

Balazs points w0 an incident in East Maud waters a
mﬂ:_ﬂmmmwmamu-ﬁdﬁg
boal witnessed — and even wok —ofa
Z,000-pound ball that had fallen off a cliff into the
ocean and was being mercilessly attacked by sharks.

“D-dlh:uluignisuh:ﬂuhﬂtfm:mhmk?
Perhaps, but only if they had been staring at inkblots for
too longl™

Balazs says surfers and swimmers should still
consider the sea turtle a fricnd.

“'If tantles weren't out there making thenselves
available as a food item, the tiger shark population
e

o
swinmers,""

Siafl writer Timothy Hurley the environment




Trapped sea turtle
gets helping hand

KAHULUI — A green sea turtle _,
caught in some fishing line off -

Kanaha Beach this moming got a
helping hand — perhaps just in
time to avold becoming breakfast
for a couple of reef sharks,

The rescuer was Keith Keau, a
state Department of Land and Natu-
ral Regources conservation enforce-
ment officer, who got the call after
7 a.m. The report described the tur-
tle as being circled by two large
sharks.

When Keau arrived on the scene
by the Hale Nanea clubhouse, he

didn’t see any sharks. 50 he jumped -

in the water, swam out to the help-
less turtle and cut it loose.

“He was more than happy 1o

leave,"' Keau said. “‘He left in a :

hurry."’
Only when Keau returned to

shore did he see the sharks, They !
were a pair of reef sharks 4 to 6 feet .

in size.
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Letters

1

Hulnmhﬁvu lives

Thank you for your article (June 14)
ahout the bicyele officer who survived
a collision with a car, It is a testimony
tor the effectiveness of safery helmets,
which the Keiki Injury Prevention
Coalition recomemends be required for
all bicyclists 18 and under,

The word “accident” is often used o
describe an event in which someons
dies or is hospitalized, “Accident™
conveys the meaning that the event
could not have been pe 0F ciof-
wrolled. That could ot be further from

By using terms like incidents, crash-
s and events instead of accident, you

will help make the public more aware

of the role we all play in injury pre-
vention. For example, motorcyclists
and bicyeclists who wear safety hel-
ml:rtﬂihp:mmﬂ_n likely to sur-
vive a crash withoot head injury than
those niﬁmui_l'hdﬂiﬂ..'f_l‘hat'n why it
is helpful when you reporn whether a
rides was wearing a helmet ornot. -
gy i

Child safety seats reduce the risk of
a child's death by over 70 percent
when nsed comrectly. This is another
aspect of traffic safety you can keep us
aware of by describing whén danger is
successfully avoided throogh the safe
and wize actions of people you'report
o, e i s

k1

. Please continue to keép us all in
formed by including the important de-
tails of safety equipment usage in arti-
cles about traffic incidents, Many
lives have been saved through educs-
tion, awareness and the use of safery
AL hiik PR 1

EE - 2 5 e .I P I I -
Co-Chair, Keiki Injury

' Prevention Coalition

N Look beyand seanssd

Is thiere toe much seaweed in the -

‘calture is the

West Muui coastal waters? As some-
one who has dived in the West Mauyi
waters on o regular bagis for almost 3
years, I would say no. Thers was an
explosive growth a few years back of
a particalarly obnoxious kind of lima,
but it seems to have disappeared,
Today there is far less of the edible
types of limu, and in most places more
of the Inedible kind, but [ see no rea-
son for alarm. -~ il

There are those who seem io have ax
their goal the complete elimination of
limu, That would be devastating.
Limu provides & eritical habitat for
small marine life, an esséntial link in
the food chain, and a giant filer for
coastal waters.

I don't wish 1o denigrate the efforss
of those who have shown concern
about the seaweed problem, but] |
think we need o focus somie of this at- |
tertion and effori on other problems,
There has been a dramatic deterions-
tion in the quality of bur'coastal wa-
ters. Entire maring species have disap-
peared, and many others that once 1
were common are now rare. Large
arens have died and now the ani- -

mals that live off death can be seen -
ml = . R T

A
¥
]

-

, gl [ S

We need 1o study the impact suntan
lotion has on marine life, stop the
dumping of treated swimming pool
water into the ocean, reduce the silt
and chemical rnoff from agriculinee
and more closely monitor boating ac-
tivikies ! .

If we allow things to continue a3
they have, the death and destrsction
will spread and intensify, The founda-
tion and nourishment of Hawaiian -
ct environment of these is-
lands, that environment and
you kill Hawaii. ; ;

A aa T Lahaina
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In August 1987, 136 egge of the hawkebill turtle, Eretmochelys imbricats,

were collected on the shore of Misunajima, an island near the main island of QOki-
nawa. In Beptember of the same year we received 56 Jjust hatched juveniles which
had bheen collected on the ghore at Awa in Nago City on the main igland. 4 study
by staff of cur aguarium (the Aquarium of the Okinawe Memorial Park) confirmed
that up to that time the northern limit of places for hauling out and spawning for
this species in Japan was Eumsjima,; which is located west of the eouthern part of
this island (Uchida, 5. et al., 1984).

The collection of these egge and juveniles provided new records of the hauling
out and spawning of this species at 26036'N, 127956'E in the northern part of the
main islend of Okindwa, and at Mizunajima, 26938'N, 127°% 'E.

The juvenile hawksbill turtles which hatched st Awa beach in Nage City aver-
5«8 em in carapace length and 13.3 g in body weight. After 5 months, the average
carapace length was 9.5 em (max 10,9 - min 6.5) and the aversge weight wes 128 g
(max 169.0 - min 96.0), This growth wae slow as compared with hawksbill turtlee
which hatehed at Kuroshima in 198% and were resred st our aguarium. Their average
carapace length after 5.5 months was 12.6 em and thelr average weight was 382.0 g.
The survival rate after 1 month wee 96.4% (2 dead), after 2 months 94.6% (1 dead),
after 5 months 89.3% (3 dead} and- thereafter there waes no mortality. This figure
is higher than the survival rate of E§f@ 85.T% after 4 monthe for loggerhead
turtles that were artificially hatched in 1582.

Our success in achieving such & high survivel rate is congidered to be the
result of keeping each individual separate and thua preventing them from biting
each ather and making it easier to manage their rearing.
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Honu: A Cautious Recovery

By Christine g Flese

The soft black sand g
Punajy'y cradles g

bus pagses through
quickly, mainly to vigit the bath-
Tooms: they've come a long way

Kona, ang Kilauea is i)
far horizgn_ The visitors
line up on 5 Manicured rige dbove
their eyeful: hiack

sand, blue wager, palms, gnarjag
fingers of black lavg velled in

ang

required to fil] gpe's drinking
Eourds from ghig SPring, it is the
Sl of legends:

“There was 5 time whap
Slormy weather Prevented the

men from diving for Water,™
writes Mary Kawena pygy; in
Native Plantery

kes {‘l‘unln--.rim-whi!-e~he.-.d}, the
mother; angd Honu-"eg (Turtle-
wﬂh-rnddish-hmwn-ahem. the
father. The mother gave birth g

LT o
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Honu...
Cantirued from page |

time for her egg to hatch, Honu-
po'o-kea returned. When the
thing she had laid did hetch, it
was 4 turtle the color of polished

before, We've tracked them by
sutellite (4 Hawaiian turtles that

journeyed from French Frigate
Shoals to Kaneohe Bay in 23-26

kuuila wood, Mother and daugh-
ter lived in the spring until the
baby turtle grew up.
The young turtle
was named Kauila.
The spring came fo
be named Ka-wai-
hu-o-kauila, (the-
rising-water-of-
Kauila.) The turtle
girl was able 1o as-
sume human form
and play with the
young folk, but
« would become a

tortle again when il
she went back into the spring. around Fiji in 34-45 days),
When bubbles came op in the weighed them, looked in their
spring, people knew the turtle girl  moaths to see what they had been
was asleep in her home. Chil- cating, examined their tumors...
dren used to catch fish and Tumors? One distarbing rev-
shrimps in the spring, and Kanila  elation of the stady is the preva-
walched lest the little omes fall  lence of disfiguring, debilitating
in. The people loved Kauila for  umors, some the size of sofi-
this and because her spring gave  balls, called fibropupillomas, that
them drinking water. They never cluster sround the eyes (where
used her water for any other pur-  they obstruct vision) and/or
pose.” around the flippers (where they
No-one knows how long the disrupt mobility and therefore
turtles have been coming to feeding patterns). Both handicaps
Punalu*u, but they have lent their may eventually resolt in death.
spirit to the place since ancient Theories abound in the face of
times: Honn, the green sea turtle  uncertainty: perhaps the tumors
that grazes in limu pmlum. the derive from ngm:ulruml runoff
oF alner pollubion, e Hk !
_ﬁimﬁinwhgaﬂ lurﬂe, i soft-  or indirect ((hrough Immune-sys
shelled, enormous l.r.a:hnrhack lem soppression); mavbe they're
that stays well out to sea where outgrowths of a virus unrelated
it can feed on plentiful jellyfish. to human activities, or resulting
from a flaiworm parasite, There
are presently no answers to these

questions.

days and 3 Samoan turtles that
peregrinated to varions reefs

Fiji has gone 5o far a3 (o enact a
commemorative change in legis-
lation, and that consisting only
of one year's ban on the com-
mercial take of sea turtles (al-
though, it i noted, an extension
is possible).

Here in Hawai'i,
we'll have a turtle
party at Ponalu'u
on Movember 25th,
a local-style cel-
ebration with food,
drink, and musie;
and Kauila will get
her own stame.

It's morning at
Punalu'u and surf's
up. A hawksbill
turtle, small and

rare, 'l:-nhsnnhlI}' in a rocky cove.

Deeper in the bay, several groen
sea turtles are swimming just be-
neath the surface, clearly visible.
Now that the predators are gone
(large sharks have never been
documented at Punalu’u), the
turties are back ail along the Ka'u
coasiline, especially in Punala'
bay. They feed casnally in broad
daylight, relaxed around and even
curious nbont humans, as though
they have elther a very short
memory of perhaps a telepathic
understanding of the prevailing
human trends. Like the trend o
position turtles as an emh:ng;mll
tmlﬂst ﬁlll‘ﬁtl]ﬂm mnng the

what then for Punalu’ u? '11m=
interested in mrtle conservation
simply hope for vanloads of
awakened eco-tourists who per-
form as de facto federal agents,
alert to signs of turle poaching.
Alihoogh these eco cops are less
than likely o venture where the
poachers go.




The green sca turtle is the most
common of the three, despite
twin disadvantages of Lasting
good and growing slowly.
Though both humans and sharks
find the turtie tasty, the shark,
with mmspwlmmuﬂu‘im
cerns, poses less of a threat than
umerplnﬂw demands of the bur-
geoning human population in
Hawaii. Prior 1o 1974 there were
no restrictions at all on the take
of sea turtles: harvested beyond
their reproduoctive capacity,
beeeding hubitats bulldozed into
oblivion, Honn was pushed be-
yond the limits of survivability.

In response o this crisis, the
Mational Marine Fisheries Ser-
vice, the 1.8 Fish and Wildlife
Service and the Hawail State
Dept. of Land and Matural Re-
gources formed the Turtle Recov-
ery Team in 1985, They've been
busy.

“Following decades of inten-
sive exploitation, the Hawaiian
green turile (honu), Chelonia
myvdas, is presently showing
gome promising signs of popula-
tion recovery 16 years after be-

coming protected under the 1.5,
En&an;uﬂi Species Act,” writes
George Balazs, zoologist and
leader of Marine Turtle Research
with the National Marine Fisher-
fes Service in Honolulu.

Thanks o the Turtle Recove
ery Program, we know a lot more
about turtles now than we did

In u 1994 paper for the Four-
teenth Annual Symposiom on Sea
Turtle Biclogy and Conservation,
George Balazs writes: “Only two
of the 183 mrtles examined and
tagged a1 Punalu'n have had tw-
mors indicative of fibropap-
illomatosis,., All other turtles cap-
tured at Punaluu bave been judged
healthy. The prevalence of tumors
on turtles is exceedingly high at
some stidy sites in Hawail, such
s Kancohe Bay on Oahu.” Why?

It is questions such as these,

‘as well a8 the continuing deli-

cacy of mrtle population re-
growth, that prompted the South
Pacific Regional Environment
Program (SPREP) of the National
Marine Fisheries Service to des-
ignate 1995 as “Year of the Sea
Turtle.” An ambitious program
with it's own acronym (YOST),
it has been largely successful in
drawing attention to sea tartles
from a grear many people who
might otherwise have never con-
sidered them, Media coverage
from London to Washington to
Sydney and thronghout the Pa-
cific Island nations has spawned
children’s art competitions, posi-
ers, bumper slickers, commemo-
rative postage stamps, school
prograims, magazine articles, ra-
dic and television shows, evien a
rap music video, However, only

—1i Hias taken us 30 minutes of
torturous driving through smok-
ing piles of soft ocher soil 1o
reach the shore at Ka Lue we
are yellow from head to fool.
There are no other people, no
cars, no habitation, oo trees, as
far s we can see in any direc-
tion, and we con se¢ a long way
across the Kama'on plain, The
first thing we do on our way 0
the: waler is stumble scross &
charred honu shell, still warm
from the coals that cooked it
Like inadvertent bumblers onto
a erime scene, we [reeze: there's
the hody, the evidence. But evi-
dence of what?

Evidence of an illegal act, of
which the cumulative weight
equals extinction. Evidence of
defiant self-interest, the bane of
cooperative effort. And, startling
in the utter empliness, evidence
of the pervasive effects of hu-
man overpopulation, through
which this single element of an
ancienl way of life now becomes
# crime conducted in secrel.

Christine Cortese is a wriler,
astrologer and student of nature
in Kahukns, Ka'u, Hawall,




Turtle lovers from the Big
Island, Oaho, and Maui will
dedicate a bromze and lava stone
monument in honor of Hawail's
sta torties and the legend of
Kauila at Panalu'o Beach on the
Big Islapd, The monument will
be unveiled in a public cer-
| emony starting at 10 AM on
Saturday, November 25 at
Punalu'u Beach Park.

Following the dedication,
commuonity vedunteers from the
Ka'u district of the Big Island
will mark the day with a cel-
ebration titled “He La Honu —
Turtle Day "95", Festivities will
continue until 3 PM with com-
plimentary food from the Ka'u
community, Howaiian muosical
.and huln entertainment, and a
variety of arts, crafis and edu-
cational booths.

The “He La Honu™ dedica-
tion will be emceed by two stu-
dents from Ka'u High School,

ation of the
“Year of the Turtle”

5 & place where the green sea

Photo courresy of the Honu Project
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honu or green sea wrile. Zarrella
is also a Board member of the
Henu Project, 8 Hawaii-based

“We're especially pleased that
this superb monument to
Hawaii’s sea turtles could be un-
veiled in 1995, which has been
declared the Year of the Sea
Turtle by Hawaii’s legislature as
well as by most of the nations of
the Souwth Pacific,” said Laura
Sasaki, one of the Honn Project’s
Directors. The Year of the Sea
Turtle has been marked throagh-
out the Pacific with the creation
of educational videos, posters
and the implementation of new
laws protecting sea turtles and
their habitats,

Punglu'y Beach, a beautiful
cove of black sand, is renowned

tartles are tame, friendly, and

Dairm.&rm'h wiith the sculprare to be insralled ar Punalu'y ik




whiy have been working on the
Punalu’u monument project for
several years, Also present to

McGuire-Turcolle, another
Ka'n High School student whao
about how the honu got its shell.

According to Hawaiian leg-
end, the mystical wrile Kanila
would turn herself from a turtle
inio @ young girl so she could
play with the children along
" Punafu'u Bay and keep walch

over them. The people of Ka'u

toved Kanila as the guardian of
their children, The legend of
Kauila was later immortalized
in a famous painting by Big Is-
land artist Herb Kane.

The monumenl's central
piece is 8 bronoe relicf disk four
feet in diameter depicling
Kanila riding on the back of a

giant sea’ furtle. A separate.
bromge plate tells the story of

Kauila and the turtles of

Punalu'u. The bronee disk for

MauH}HEdWMZBﬂﬂIn
— g skilled painter and scufp-
tor whase favorite motif is the

do book signings will be Casey

ptulﬁ‘fﬂ.mmrﬂuufhnﬂnu
often swim in‘close quarters with
snorklers and children playing
or boogie-boarding in the water,
much to the children's delight
Punalu’u beach is also a nesting
site for the highly endangered
hawkshill turtle, and signs at the
beach ask motorists to keep their
vehicles off of potential nesting
areas, Scientists from the Na-
tional Marine Fisheries Service,
Hilo's Marine Option Program,
periodically capture and tag
Erecn sen furiles at Punalu’y for
resparch purposes,

‘The monument to Kanila at
Punalu’u was created as a joint
effort of Ko'n community vol-
unteers, Ka'u High School, the
Univérsity of Hawaii at Hilo's
tional Marine Fisherics Service,
ebration iz being organized by
Geri Cuddihy in Ka'u.

For more information, please
contact Ro: Rapoze with the
Honu Prqjmf in Honolule af
23:5—4‘_'?#. )




Cowfish can wipe out all
of the fish in an aquarium

day at the compu

Other boxfish have smooth bodi-
AST werk, adteca ““} ly projections: two on the head,
grabbed my mask and

o
it it
i i
b

T
s
;

s
i
B

3

Waotch column oppenrs Mondays.
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By Allen Tom

A national marine sanctuary that
ﬁ;ﬂtﬂcu the Humphback whale and
hahitat will lead to a healthier
marine environment for all species,
including humans.

The September issue of National
Geographic bestows upon Hawali the
dubious distinction as “the endan-
gered ital of the United
States.” of the 528 plants
and 88 birds listed as endangered
live in Hawail, even though our Is-
lands represent just two-tenthe of 1
percent of the U.5. land area.

Whereas the loss of species has
occurred primarily on land, we now
gee gigns of similar problems in our
maring environment. Fishermen tell
of declining stocks. Algal blooms
choke our beaches and smothor our
coral reefs. It not uncommon to
find turtles with tumorous growths,
And Hawaiian monk seals remain
one of the world's most

H’C@Jﬁfufu

A public hearing on the proposed
will be held at 7 tonight
ot Tokai University in Honolulu,

“2287 Kaplolent Bivd.

marine mammals.

What does a Humpback whale
ganctuary have to do with turtles,
algal blooms and monk seals? Na-
tionil marine sanctuaries protect the
marine environment from a habitat
point of view.

In Hawall, that means that the oc-
currence of an algal bloom within
the Humpback whale's habital con-
cerng those charged with ite protec
tion. The sanctuary has already
worked with the Department of
Health to start a velunieer waler
ﬁ;ﬂj‘fy monitoring project off West

Sanctuary -research and education
will improve our understanding of
the marine environment that whales

ADyzeliSee.

tuary neede
Yes: It will improve health

iFIiIIIiI‘

M5 15 ALL You
WANT ¢ SANTA
CAN THINK. OoF

LOTS OF THINGS
YUD LIKE DHAVE! =
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of marine life
and many other species call home,
where so many of ug earn our living
and where Hawaii's culture is gp-
chored. ppr |
A sanetoary wAll not solve all_of
our problems. But it is a positive
step toward improving the health of
our marine environment to the bane
fit of all creatures that live there. I
encourage all citizens to become in-
volved In making this sanctuaty
work for Hawail .

Let us not pass on the legacy
“endangered species capital ol t
United States™ to our children: To
quote National Geographic agaip.
*“What's left of Hawali is simply tao

precious to waste.™ 1

o

Tom is with the Howeiion lele
Humpback Whale National Mari
Senctuary. For information dn-
ganotuary or upcoming hedfings,
please call (308) 879-2818 on Mapi
toll-free at 1-800-831-4388 on_ :g:
Neighbor Islands. '



'O No: State already has a good ocean plan

Islands Whale Na-
ional Marine Sanctuary, which
Beoms o imply that we are incapa-
ble of
marin

ment regime created
ocean users and the
ment agencies to meet oor real
needs. It iz called the Hawaii Ocean
Resources Management Plan,
The congreasionally mandated fed-
eral sanctuary came ag a in the
face to the ccean reereation try
In Hawaii that has worked hard to
develop conservation measures and
regulatory schemes to protect the
resources the industry depends upon.
Thehcﬂwhale-wammngmmm
is a good example.
Using revenues generated by
donations and

- merchandise sales, the industry

by Hawaii's
relevant govern-

funds marine mam-

mal research and

_-.-s!ﬁmc snducation
[ =

little government
Bupport. After do-
ing that successful-
ly for over 20
Yearsz, along comes
Unele Sam saying:

Gaffney We're going to

compete with you
for public donations, sell Banct.uarLg
logo merchandize that competes wi
FOUrE, involved with puhblic
education and intercede 'n:lt:h tﬁ: ﬁ
ing man by the National Marine
Fisheries

We don't need sdditional federal
intervention in our waters. What we
need is Lo empower atate Eovern-
ment and the people of Hawali 1o
take the steps necessary to conserve
and manage Hawaii's marine pre-
sources, That was the premise be-
hind the creation and enactment of
the state plan and that is what it
can do, given the chanee,

The Hawali Ocean Hesources Man-

orts, with wvery |

agement Plan is a product of extef-

give public deliberations and it in-

raqtion

consultant uho has
volved with the Hum

nad
sane mmpmpamdprﬁfemg

sora since I97T.
4 oy

i
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Surfers rescue sick |
turtle in Kahana

KAHANA — Sarfirs #t *5-Tums" Thursday brought 2 wounded green sea turtde to shore, the believed victim
of a collision with o waverider

But George Balass, an expert an sea turiles, believes the animal was hit by 2 spear or an outbeard engine
prop and was afready wounded when sarfers found i,
 “We seriously question that that type of injury caused 11" sald Balias, the Jeader of the Marine Turtle
Research Program with the Mational Marine Asherles Service in Homoluba,

Sarfers put the small turte on & board and lifted it oot of the water. Calls 1 police were referred 10
Bmoks Tamaye and Skipgy Hau of the state Department of Land & Natural Resources' Division of Adquatic

——— Resources. They took the animal, and then shipped it o Henolbaly an Friday

The turtk: is now under the care of a Kalhes veterinarian contracted by NMPS. Hunging green sea turiles
in Hawali is prokihised, znd the animals are afforded special protection under the Endanpered Species Adi,
along with bumpback whales and Hawaliin monk seas.

Balazs, who has been studying turtles for 25 years, said that furties usually keep dear of surfers, bt whea
codlisions ocvar, the surfboard is usually the oaly thing damaged. Their shells have tremendous weight and
hardness, Balizs said

He and the veterinarian's stall believe 2 heavy and sharp object cut the turtle, because the wound Is 50
clean. A surfboand skeg would probably keick or boumsoe off the shell

Balizs sald the wound is not lfethreatening, bat the turtle has a far greater problem ~ tumors ln iis
mouth that are ahstructing is

“The outiook for the turile is not very bright, not becase of the wound . . . the bigger peoblem is the
tamor disease if has," he commented

Omee the wound is cared for, the veterinarian will remove the giottal tamors. Tumors that are surgically
remuveed ofien retwrn, be sald

The turtle that was injured Thursday may have beea weak and spending all of its time on the sarface,
Ralazs said be is surprised the animal didn't beach liself
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When 1 spoi-
ded out and
up AL home,
[ was excited
ched his name

E‘:ﬂﬁmu. the
ed “Spider” in
irst; graduating
1 jurmgied with
d [ have a begy-
s (hat navghty
vears hefore!

 Marcaniria
o, Commeciict

lgain
Held

rilicn evaporai-
 sisters relived
s were all we
Tusbands, chi-
Mew Yark, Chio,
i 2z ingo the
T been 3 part,
because it was

lnmerausty at a
oF B POrges]
ite of 2 throat
entmenl ahout
vt sisters doe

fivn sisters calabrate an afJarg-Jast reumisn

[

Wi cared for one another. We passed our
thmee i the waiting reom sharing privace
“#5, baughing, swapping stories. Afer that
alanoed nothing more exrvggznt tin
wirige sabes, taking inoan art fegtival, and
lunping 3t the pool, It was encuph simph fo

ive sicke by side.

"Dy wee [ook alike? We're all sisters?”
wiz ol nurses, pharmacisss, and waitresses,
Everyone agreed we fooked nothing at all
ulike, which seerved funnies each ime we
heard il.

We sar around plaving the “trais”
cume, deciding who had goiten Mom's eyes
or Dad's attention o detad, We passed after-
noons remembering when and who did
whl, sipping raspberry e on the side
porch, and relisheng the lack of responsshili-
w. At the end of exch day, we dimbed the
stairs s the privace shumber perties of sister
roommates. The week was our dream come
irues i be in the same ploce ot dee same
ime, with enagh peace and quiet ta get o
bt i ansther dgin,

Sandy Clardk
Monnwent, Colerade

Thelma’s Faait

A fromed in a strange e

Just ane weeks after ne graduaied from
ollege and pen davs afer we were merried,
iy husband. Jeff, and [ packed up and
hezuded west to Mew Mesico, where e would
hegin 1 new job. As we drove, the earth grew
redkler and the sky blues, and 1, wha had
lived in the same hoose all my e and never
been west of Philodelphia, ft increasingly
displaced.
The afternoon we arrived, 1 was siting
ewildered amid o confission of boses when
4 hoen tooted o Fronl, A tiny woman with 2
enped face, white curs, and 2 squash-blos-
som pechdace wined ard smilled at me from
her wrguoise Yollswagen, “T'm Thelma,”
she called. "Let’s safari.”
8o began a summer of atmost daily
adventures—and a 30-year friendship.

READER TO READER

Thelma had worked for Jeff's research
group, but hefore that she owned the leg-
eimlury Sagbrush Inn in Tues, and ducing
World War 11 she wis a capaain in the Wacs,
aned before that she hml heen 2 barmstormer
i e earky dins of airplaes, 5he had just
refired at age sixty-five and was eaper to
share her special world it a vung Yankes
nracomer. Thelma knew every person and
place of inferest in morthern New Mexico,
Wherever we wenl. she iniroduced me fo
[elinEers, wrilers, potlers, Tamenoo dancers,
chefs, poid and ursnium miners, weavers,
silversmiths, and poets—Hispanic, Native
American, Anglo. We hiked the mesas look-
ing for Anosizi caves and petroglyvphs. We
found fossils in the femez Mountains; we
gaan in the hot springs and picnicked in
the tumbledioan fal of 3 ghost lwn

Thelma droduced me to sopaipillas,
chiles rellenos, chaluges, and mber wonder-
ful specialties at the dozens of restsurants in
thee Santa Fe mountains, Before we feasied,
we always clinked our margaritz plasses
eopether, and Thebma recited her irademark
toast, words hat bring back to me the spirit
of thar summer, Thebna's unquenchable
delight in new discoveries and shared jovs—
"W mever hid # 50 pood!”

Jari Veber, of Wiknington, Delawns,
weribes e “When JE covmes £o digging
far treaiwes i funk shops, P g toe

coviraiigear. 've found al sz of things—
from a stedgh bed to pek sidehoends sad
Tiffanp-styls lamps. One day | plunged info
a B Gilled willy sovneome's Bictures and
pasleards dating from the eanly part of tha
caftuny. Amid phofographs of [ugting
Lughiag Apreared this prawd poung scoud,
who captured my imagination kmmediataly,
Who was e ? Dwondered. Wihat
il fie grow up bo become?®

A helping ﬁ.:;rm' fo harchiings

When our organic Brm on the mos
souithern slope of Maund Loa in Hawaii
becomes an overload for me, [ have found
i worklerful renewal of spint in volunteer-
ing my tme in the service of the ancient
Honu'ca—rthe Hawaitan handshbill torile, 1
pack up my sleeping bag and leave the
begudy of this farm, with its ripe fruit to be
picked, chickens and ducks to he fed, and
three wenapers to be carpooled, and hesd
for the Wrtle-manilering progrum Fon o
of Huwaii Volcanoes National Park.

On my Feur-night vigils, cares soon
Fall away as we focus on the work before
ugs: marking nesting lsodes, helping mother
turtles dig if they have wounded flippers,
tagping them once they have laid their
epps, counting haichlings s they emerge,
There is nedhing more endearing than
watching a tiny, fragile hatchling strugling
io the sea and saving 2 silent praver that
somefiow she will maks it fur owt o sea
and through the nest 25 vears—before she
matures and peiens 1o this very beach 1o
nest

It i3 a very lorge and owesome feefing
1o participate in this powerful rtwal, In
couttless millennivms before us, the wr-
les have done quite well on thels oan. But
naw that mean las become s formidable,
the turtles really need our protection.
Famelame is the beach where 1 volunieer,
ane of five still used for nesting on the Big
[sland. One other beach exists on
Malokai==and thar's all thar is lefi for the
hiameshilf here in Hawall

[ return to the firm reconnected 1o
the bigper picture of life, somehow not s
hinssled by schedules, more able o ke
things in siride. [ keep with me the memi-
oy and energy of the turtles moving
theough the ses, fellowing ihe rhvihins of
[ife that have brought them this Far
thrivugh the passages of lime—a passage
that has now become my ey,

Parl |, Maxner
Na‘aledn, Hawali
P



Snappy kids book offers
gkt

many
satetsn [

S on

tearing food.

urtles

weigh up 1o

"W The Atlantic ridely, one of the

world's seven #ea turtle specles,



Seaweed must be controlled |

Mahalo to Brien Perry for the seaweed articls

g- 200, 1 feel Brian did an excellent job showing
2 problem, the frustration and the privase

hmg dumped into the bottomless pit of algae
npﬁnhdngnmumbr
T think we're going to be stuck wi

: cleanup Tor some Hme in te fture,” k5
a prognosis with which I'm willing 1o ssttle.

- If we've got the money 1o create the problem, then
¢ must come up with the money 1o comect the prob-
i Our system of govesnment allows our society o

y for its needs by special use taxes. Our roads,
unimnmwmﬁu‘&ﬂ'ﬂmm;mwhﬂn
e, s, o e [l

'Mm}mmmmm
Eﬂﬂﬂfhﬁﬂﬂﬁtmmilmmﬂnﬁ
mmyhnudamachlmmmﬂn:hunhﬂs
hw-mnnnnhg:llunnhewm When we
mhmm.m“mmf:tmﬁ:uuar.
mhﬂm mbing. When we start damping poliu-
info the ocean, we need o belly up to the bar and

: 1ﬁﬂmﬁﬂdlwuﬂmmdm“rnmrnf
€ oursea furtles now have mmors growing on them.
& {Are we 50 naive to think that our alpae problem ks not
‘relased to the sea turtle tumors? I doubt that algee cre-
e (umors, but the nitrates altering our ocean envi-
ment are undoubtedly affecting a broad base of
dﬂm:}mnn.
! ® county seems o think in terms of dollars and
mfma}wmmmwhﬂm
nuqrwhnﬂnmmmmhcungmgntunﬂmw
udfise islands that have clear water andd don't hove the
stench drifting across their dining tbles?
Elenh-l:nu
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* Quake off Kau coast L munitions
- wakes up residents e i 3 on Johnston
ri e LOANG. Hawall— An earth-  people from as far as Kona and Ha- The Army on Wednesday de-
— of magnitade 4.5 off the makua reported feeling the quake,  stroyed two World War [ French
* Kau coast provided a wakeupeall  sald Hawall County Civil Defense  75mm chemical munitions on
- for Big Island residents : -Administrator Harry Kim. Johnston Atoll
. Thequakeoccurredat1211am.  The temblor was caused by Lo- Theaction was taken after tests
© #ind was centered 32 miles south-  fhi, Hawail's newest volcano still determined the rounds were ex-
- of Pahalz at a dapthof 27 being formed below sea leval off Posively unstable, The shells were
- miles, said selsmologist Paul Oky- the Kau coast, Okubo said. discovered while the Army was re-
- : '

il

s

Stor-Bulletin

= g

g o g ™ e g T,

e il o - b

Y Friday, June 14, 1996 O A-15
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moving and repacking concrote-
encased chemical training sets dat-
ing to the 1980s. The shells were be-
lieved 1o have originated in France
in the early 19008, They wera trans-
ported toa U.5. chemical storage
area in Germany In the late 1960,

Free meals available
to children at parks

Free mezls will be availabila

June 24 to Aug, Btochildren under roeation Center, Whitmore Commu-

19 in some SUmmer programs by
the Department of Parks and Hee-
reation.

Meals will be provided at:

Palolo Recreation Center, Bere-
tanis Community Center, Fern
Community Park, Kalakaua Dis-
triet Park, Kalihi Uka Community
Park, Kalihi Valley Districi Park,
Lanaklla District Park, Wahiawa
Recréation Center, Waipahua Kec-

nity Park, Kahaluu Community

Park, Maili Community Park, Ma-
kaha Community Park, Nanakuli
Recreation Center, Pililaau Com-

T
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Producer
puts kids
first

BY JoHN BERGER
Epectal to the Star-Bulletin

REVIEW
Far the Sake of the Children By
various artists (Kedld), CO

Avard-winning re-

cord producer Ken

viewed pro-

at the "898 Leg-

islature and concluded some-

thing had to be done. Politicians

seemed 1o put a higher priority

on preserving the budget-busting

entitlements of special interest

tors ﬂu:pd 5 ldim idequau
on providing

funding for schools, social ser-

vices, or honoring legal and

E,T' commitments to Hawai-

“For the Sake of the Children,"
a 13-song anthology, is Makua-
kane's response. Proceads will
help bridge the gap between
what is needed by KEaneohe area
publie sehools and what the Leg-
islature provided.

Euo'uipo Kumukahi's original,
“‘Anuenne,” and Loval Garner's
recording of “I'll Weave A Lej of
atars" are particularly pretiy.
The harmonies of Na Leo Pi-
limehana power a remake of
Besia's "Time and Tide."

Previously released contriby-
tions include the Ka'au Crater
Boys' Hoku-winning “Opihi
Man," Del s “Akehono,
Waimanalo Warrior," and the

Robi au-Bu La‘ia duet,
"Pi'i Mai Ka Nalu,"

No Mal pro-
ject would be without
at least one Makuakane

composi-
tion. “Elua Kane, the Hawallan
Style Band, Kapena, Tropical
Enights, Jeff Rasmussen and
Makuakane's own Pandanus

Club also participated,

Sinee this is a local-oriented
fund-raizer and_filnances are so
“Thumbs Up, Hawai'i!", grim lis-
teners will have to excnse cost-
cutting expedients such as syn-
thetic instruments and the ab-
sence of song lyrics, translations,
artists’ bios, and the other infor-
mation that would normally be

a the keiki, Call Mo Na

Eeiki O Eane'ohe at 247-7224 for
a copy of the album.

Honu By Brian Robertshaw
(Walalus Publishing), GO

MPOSER/KEYBOARDIST
Brian Robertzshaw has besen
the low-profile leader of the
band in the Sheraton Waikiki's
Hanohano Room for years.

He recorded this seven-song
disc as part of the adoption of
the honu (Pacific green sea tur-
tle) as the heachfront hotel's

logoimasecol
=TUriginal instrumentals titled
“Endangered Species" and
“Honu™ are buttressed by instru-
mental arrangements of popular
mavie themes, £
Roberishaw is a one-man syn-
thetic orchestra, but his Hano-
hano Room co-stars Jennifer
Barber and John Velentine add
their voices to an alternate
arrangement of “Endangered

B.
The dizse makes an attractive
souvenir of a wisit to the
Hanoheno Room,

Scoit Williams' one-man effort.

Kaplla By Scott Willlams [RMS
Hﬂm‘dﬁ?ﬂﬂlﬂnﬂﬂmﬂ?ﬂ

IS5 iz Scott Williams® one-
man follow-up to his impres-
sive if under-appreclated self-ti-
tied debut album. He sang all the
parts and plaved the instru-
ments; he was algo arranger,
mixer, engineer and producer.

Given the preference for re-
makes displaved by Howail's is-
land music radio stations, it's no
surprise to find several selec-
tiops from  the pop charts,
Williams succeeds in offering
fresh perspectives,

“At the Bottom" offers s ma-
lure perspective on the up: and
downs of a falled relationship
and “So Haole™ captures another

facet of his repertoire,
Varlous characters (portrayed
using different English dialects)

convey the message that “haoles"
{or malihini of any race) don't
have to “akk local” to be accept-
fra e e s ol
is EOTIE
should be gelting rotation on is-
land music radio stations.
Williame is also a slack-key
i laI:uﬂd rodor :
an age: ond selection iz an
almost note-for-note cover of ald-
gtyle prasaroots Hawaitan music.
There's no question that thig
ex-mainlander is more interest-
ed in | native Hawai-
lan mugle than many loesl-born
recording artists.
John Berper hos covered the frenl
LR _J._mumwﬂ.

T e S
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SERVING THE WEST MAUI COMMUNITY FOR MORE THAN 16 YEARS

Epidemic levels of tumors found in green turtles’

Last » (IMors
ofdead Maui turdes
BY KELLY ARBOR g
STAFF WRITER

06t of Kamupali Beach, & windsurfer hauled
in g dead green sea turtle covered with large
tumars, The next moming, May 2, the cancass of
8 decaying turthe withour flippers flonted into
Lahaing Harbor near the breakwater.
Somedne from the Aguatic Resources
Division of the state Department of Land and
. Newrml Resoomes came ont that mormiog to gel
the two carcusses. For Skippy Haw, adquatic
rescarces speciolist, and Brooks Tamays, the
division's information spocialist, the dead hartles
were ol anusil,




The turtle at Koanapali welghed abhout |

pulm,mdmmmmm}ﬂwyhmrsrﬂp
o Honolulu for o necropsy, said Tnmaya. The
ane gt the harbor appeared 1o have been shark-
hitten and was dead o long 1o yield mich we-
ful stientific information,

The: tw turtles were disposed of at the Ceniral
Ml Landfill.

Biologist George Balazs is Hawaii's leading
expert oa marine furtles. Al the Honaluls labosutoey
of the National Marne Fisheries Service, Balazs

ﬂhhﬂﬂqmlwﬂ:mmmmmﬁwt timmber of
Mani's turtles are uwaﬂ'ﬁgﬂ with fibropapilloma tmmeors. Mhrnmhmmﬁm

spends almost all of his working howrs ssudying the
epideric of fbropapilloma tumars in green turtles,
which are on the list of threstened species,

“In the last 10 to 12 years, it has gone from a
rarity to an every day fact of life,"” Balazs said of
the Wwmors, now considered the: greatest threat o
the species” survivad in Hawnii,

Maui is higher than the rest of the stale in the
namber of afflicted turtles, be said, Last year, 96
percent of the stmnded or dead frtles recoversd
on Mani had the nmors, while Caku showed 64
pereent wilh iamoes.,

Scientists in Flonda have also sen on alam-
mg increase in the number of green tustles with
the same disepms

A herpes virus is the causstive agent, but
scientists don't yel know how the disease is
spread among the sociable green turtles. The
tumniors are closer 1o “a wart gone wild™ than 1o
u malignand cancer, he sald, but they are ofien

deadly just the same.

The: tumars freqoently Decur pesr the eyes and
throat. and as they grow in size they impair the
turthe's ﬂnmmdatuhr_n.rmmm:l b beeathe.
The turtle begins “wasting away,” Balazs said,
and the disease affects inlemal organs & well.

Biologisis are still concemed shout ather threas

o urtles — Kitter, for instance, still poses & problem,
Last year, un otherwise healthy fusibe in Wailes
drowned after it got tangled in & canvas bag. And

despite laws protecting all of Hewail's sea partles,

the gress turile is sometimes taken for food.

But the wimoes are now the population's major
threat. The increass incidence wmors has led 1o
mteasive gudy of the probilem, Including 2 look
at environmental factors that may contribuse o
the degradation of the tarfles” hahital,

Sop TURTLE on page 3

25
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- TURTLES, from page 1

“We are muly getting more fumaors on baui,”
Balazs s=ad “Tt's a reflection of what's happening
i the waters, It docsn't sound good, does 7™

Skippy Hau sid be's noted an incremsed mumber of
stranided barties fromm West Maui in the Tt few years.

From 1993 4o 1993, Balazs has had repores of &5
strandhings fom Maud, sbout ones every two weeks,
(“Strandings” include hoth dying and dead unies),
The first four months of 1996, 17 twriles have
washed up oo Maui — nbowt ane & week.

Scientists aren't the only ones who have seen
an increzse in the pumber of tartles with tamors.

Ron Hanson, a boat captoin and scuba instruc-

e = —

Kl Once they are a few vears old, they make the
Jong swin b0 the msin eslands,

Tumars have never been seen in the young fur-
"iles, hefore they leave the French Frigate Skoals,
They occur most oftes once the furte is 20 to 25
inches lomg, af sbout 15 years of ape, Balazs said.

The turtles don’t reprodude until they reach 25
10 30 years of age, he ssid |

The popalagon will be comsidered recovered when
5,000 nesting females are reporied each year,
Charresaly, there ang ahout 600 females counied eich
wear in the French Frigste Shoals: be said

Trying to connect the incidence of the tomors
with environmental factors hasn't yvielded any

(GREEN TURTLE STRANDINGS 1992 -1995)

Howail Moui Molokal Ochu Kouoi TOTAL
1993
W of stranded turtles 15 33 0 148 13 ]
% wrlh lummeors 50 [ [F] 4% 0% G18%
1994
# of siranded nurtles 15 | 0 58 0 206
S with tamors 42% 5% [} Gl1% 4% 5602 %
# of stranded turles 13 M 1 141 4 184
« % with mmors 1% Q&% ] 5% A3%h 65.2%

tor, has been taking studends to different dive
spols arcund Maos for the kst six years.

“Wihen 1 fiest started diving on Mai, 1 didn't see
any tamors,” he s, “Then it began showing up in
Lahaina, After o fow years, | began seing them in
Kaarapali, Now they are all over the place.”

Hanson his policed & decrease in umderwater vis-
ihality, also, T used 1o be, on o good day, you could
see 6o B feet. Now it's mooe Hke 40 fet.”

Mear Mala Whart, “over half of the furiles have
hunors,” Maka's waters have heen “considersbly dinfi-
er thean normeal” from increased run-off, Hasson poled.

On Lanai, with exceptionally clear underwater
viaibiliy, all the furthes ape healghy, he said,

Balazs said the tumors predominanily affect
vounger turtles, before they have reached sexual
maburity, Also, after analyzing 11 years worth of
chata from 1,100 necropssed jurtles, be's found that
about 57 percent of those affected by mors are
females, Scientists doa't know why the fermales ane
meee vilnerible, be said,

Mearly all of Hewas's press funtles st their lives

 in the French Fripue Shoals, 00 miles northwest of

direct links, be said. They appear mastly in amas
near urban t, but there are also many
tamored turtfes off the largely undeveloped south
shore of Moboksi, the tarthe researcher said.

I 1992, Balars looked st peaticides and frace
minans were “barcly dscemible” in bogh the tumared
tewtles amd @ controd group of healthy tortles, he ssid

Some rescarchors have tried removing the
fibeopapillomas, wsing cryosurgery 0 freeze the
puirmers, Bl the ooes nesr the eyelids, which ape (ke
moed damaging (he barthes, tend bo persist.

The Mational Marine Fsheries Service laborainey &
enieriey e parerstops with olher rseanchers, Balue
s, e parad imrvestipation of the disease,

Marine biologisl Himmah Bermard, education dirs-
tor of the Huwas Wildlife Fund, s2d she's alarmed &t
hiph mate of tumoeed bartles.

The: new orpanization will be investignting ways
of supporting the research on the urtle, she smd.
“We really need mon: information on why these -
thes would have an epidemsc life-threatening dis-
ez, she said. W
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found floating
off Kahe Point

Man’s nude body

power plint early today,
The nude body was recovered by er foul play is suspected.

v and the medical examiner and
scheduled for an autopsy Tuesday.

A Walanae potrolmen tentatively
identified the victlm s a 47-vear-old

man who freqoents the Walanae area
and is known to

Police could not initially say wheth-

to have been in
than a day, Weaise




Award rewards
commitment
to turtles, zoo

THE MAUI NEWS — Thursday, May 19, 1994 -

WASHINGTON — A former sea turtle fisherman turned
hutmm:hu;as honored here my for his contribution to
saving the endangered sea the Maui Zoo-
logical and Botanical Gardens. s

Rene Sylva of Paia is one of 15 winners from across the
United States selected to re-
i ceive the 40th annual
| Chevron-Times Mirror Mag-
| azines Conservation Award
recognizing natural resource
conservation efforts,

The awards are given in
three categories: citizen vol-
unteers, professionals and
| nonprofit organizations. Syl-
va was honored at a banquet
and received 52,000 and a
bronze plaque acknowledg-
ing his achievements in the
professional division.

Rene Sylva received the
Cheavron-Times Mirror
Magazines Convervation

A Native Hawaiian com-
mercial sea turtle fisherman,
Sylva abandoned his liveli-
hood because of the decline
he saw in the wrtle popula-

e tion, according to a news re-
lease. He deswoyed his nets, gave away all his turtle shells
and was the only fisherman to testify for a ban on continued
turtle fishing, Sylva and others lobbied successfully to in-
clude Hawaii's sea turtles on the E Species List.

After quitting his fishing career, Sylva became a
groundskeeper at the zoo when it opened in 1976 and per-
suaded his boss the zoo should have a botanical garden, the
news release says. Using his own resources, he took it upon
h&gmﬁmmﬂ;LwMMcﬁ{umzmmW

waiian 10 creaie ui ical and Botani-
cal Gardens,

“‘Rene Sylva represents the very best example of commit-
ment o the principles upon which the awards program was
built and we, at Chevron, are very pleased and proud 1o rec-
ognize his aduﬂwm“smdlm Sullivan, vice chair-
man of the Chevron Corp.

The conservation awards program was created by the late
Ed Zern, a nationally recognized sportsman, humorist, author
and former columnist for Field & Swmeam, a Times Mimor
magazine,




Hawaii Tribune - Herald, Thursday, June 2, 1994—11

Another sea turtle found dead

It’s happened again. The killing continues. On
May 13 another sea turtlé was found dead at
Kiholo Bay, the victim of drowning in a gillnet.
Just three weeks earlier, on April 24, the butch-
ered remains of two small turtles were discovered
along the shoreline at this same location. And, in
February, the cut-up parts of a turtle were found
discarded into Kiholo’s shallow waters,

Big Island residents can assist in preventing
crimes like these from happening. If you see
suspicious activity, or have information about the :
recent killing of turtles at Kiholo Bay, please call
Federal Agents in Honolulu at 541-2727, State
Conservation Officers at 933-4291 (in Hilo) and
323-3141 (in Kona), or dial 0 and ask the opera-
tor for Enterprise 5469,

George H. Balazs
Honolulu




West Hawaii Today, Sunday, May 8§,1994 - 11A

Letters

Stop slaughter

Editor;

On April 24, the recently
butchered remains of two small
sea turtles were found at Kiholo
Bay. Another slaughtered turtle
was reported there just ‘three
months ago.

If anyone has information that
can help apprehend the person(s)
responsible for these crimes,
please call State Conservation
Officers at 323-3141 (Kona),
933-4291 (Hilo), or Federal
Agents in Honolulu at 541-2727.

Something urgently needs to
be done to stop these acts of
violence against Hawaii’s wild-
life.

George H. Balazs
Honolulu



Hawdl Triouns - Hermud, Moncay, May 9, 1064w

Turtles slaughtered

. &rimes, pleass c2ll state conservation officers at
9334291 ), 323.3141 7g(mn}, ot Federal
agents in ulu at 241.2
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said withoul concrete data on this
species it's hard 10 say for sure,

Don Heacock. Kauni's stmte ma-
rine biologist, said the long-term tur-
tle tagging project here will provide
needed basic imnformation,

*We're in bad need of baseline
data,” said Heacock, whe studics and
mamages the gamut of marine species
around Kawai. "With TORCH's co-
operation. this parnership of gather-
ing information on turtles is really &
first for Kauai, We'vebeen sble to 3
wtmﬂmlnmmihﬂul

n able (o tag in 13 years "
under the direct supervision of
Balazs, are scheduled 1o participate in
monthly tagging expeditions in the
Poipu area. The green sea turile s
fisted on the national registry of

"threntened species” and handling
mmﬂﬂuﬁmm
spectal permit. held by Balazs, from
the federal government,

Balazs, who has been working
with green sea turlles for miore than
21 years. said he hopes to tug a5 many
turtles as possible al the onset of this
project that is expected to last at least
10 years. The sooner turtles are
iagged and initial information coi- .

lations worldwide already exists,
said this project is the first of its
to study Kanai’s population in depth.

"The TORCH involvement is|
what's making this project happen.”
he said. "Because of the H‘lﬁﬂiiﬂﬂl
on {U.S, Fish and Wildlife) re-
sources, we've never had a repetitive|
study site on Kauai until now."

Frior to the initial tagging expedi-
tions, avisual survey of off-shore wa-
ters was conducted by Heacock,
cotpliments of Oleana Helicopiers,

Heacock said 237 wriles were
spotted from the air, flying 1,000 feet
offshore.

“We saw the tunles in all places
known for turlle populations and
other locations, such as one on the
North Shore, brought more turles
ﬂnnmndgma]l}- thought.” be said.

Sheraton Caverns was selected as
the initial survey site for the tagging
projet, Heseock said, M-Fu




The air-breating reptile

miest be lifted by all hands on deck. Butthey’re tough, and don 't seem

to mind the handling

GEITING ONBOARD is







10 handle the them.

siie s easily accessible form Port Allen.

The migratory, Toraging and
breeding information collected af the
Sheeaton Caverns, Balaes said, will
increasc the biologist's ability 1o
manage the species and it's roquired
lusbitat arcas, He said thal he hopes
the project on Kauai will help biolo-
eists preserve @ species that is ofien
the highlight of a snorkel trip,

“The experience of snorkcling or
scuba diving and seeing turiles in

ON BOARD, turiles are tagged, weighed and
ragging process Is much ke getting your ears

mesired, then released. State zoologist Balazs says the
peirced. The size of some of the turtles requires two men

SEA Grant Extension ServiceMaval Times phofo

their natural fwbdal is one of the
preater joysofa Hawsdian vacation,”
suid Balazs,

Matumily, after that type of en-
counter— coming face to face with.a
getille 500-poand animal with a di-
ameter of | io 5 Teel — the peson
may wil (o leam more aboul the
spocies. e said,

"Then we can come back with the
scionlific side, from the dat we've
collected, and answer all their ques-

B

Lions about the specics: whad they cat,
where they live, how thoy hreed,
where they migrale from, etc.” he
sail. “This makes the dive on ex-
tremely well-rounded experience for
the people that enjoy seeing the tur-
tles. I's very comparable to the
humpback whale/visitor indusiry
connection”

The turile tagger's next expedition
Istentatively scheduled foriliis weck-
ond st Elinel'm:rl'l«E‘.r:'n.ru:r:u-.'I
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B You can lead your boat to aku, but you can’t make
them bite. There were aku piles everywhere off the
North Shore of O'ahu, but the fish just didn't seem
to want to cooperate. All of the fishermen were
talking about the large piles of medium to large
skipjack tuna that they found but could not catch,
The standard tricks of going down to extremely light
tackle, as small as 12-lb test, didn't seem to be
working. We heard the same question over and over,
*Why?™ If any of us knew the answer, we'd be driving
a Cadillac. So, we relied on our resident billfish
populations for most of our action and Income, and
the FADs became our main focal points.
ﬂnﬂuwnyhﬂubuny: ynu‘]inﬁmhnun :at
attack” 3 to 4 miles out of the harbor. A “rat attack’
5.2 barrage of mlhes fmm a m\»ﬂJI pan:!-: of striped
. These marlin have been ranging from 35 to
1 l'hsandm'itwryhurdtuhmlt They seem to
have a good time knocking down any lines that are
set up. Sometimes, this action will go on for an hour
or so. Pretty soon a fisherman can start feeling like
a pin boy at Leeward Bowl-set "em up, and they
knock "em down. You could lose a lot of money in
rubber bands like that.

But there is still that occasional nice, big blue
marlin that gets caught. That's the fish that always
makes you load up the ice, top off the fuel tanks and
go right back out. Capt. Rusty Spencer of KUULOA
KAI Charters caught one of those "gotta get back
out there” marlin during the last week of 1993.
Here's Rusty to tell vou about it.

Capt. Rusty Spencer stands with his 300-1b “longnose shark.”




“Spencer for Hire

“It was one of those usual days. [ got up at around
6 that meorning and plcked up my charter clients, two
fellows from Australia named Vince and Tim. They
were nice guys and had some experience fishing, so
It seemed like the day was going to go well. We
stopped by the ice house, picked up 200 Ibs of Ice
and went to the boat. After loading our gear, ice, balt
and lunches, we headed for the l-buoy. The weath-
erman was calling for 15- to 20-mph trade winds,
l?.:: the wind seemed to reach 20 mph right off the

*l got to the buoy and did my regular routine—
reeling in all of the big lures after the first pass [if

'|""“":-' Ty e e T+ K

1othing tekes oif}, then star Ll il 3 live
The action was 1

eally slow; we weren't even hooking
any of the small ‘ahi that had beent there lately. We
eventually caught two small aku, bridled them and
ran them back. We didn't have any takers on our
baits, and they eventually died. We ended up just
dragging around the dead aku for 'slap bait,’ hoping
for anything to happen.

“My passengers were still jigging when one of the
dead aku took off. Tim looked at me and said it was
a shark that had the balt, so | said, "Just keep
figging,” figuring I'd let the shark have the bait. The
line kept going out, then stopping. Going and stop-

like a shark will do. After my 14/0 [reel] was
half-empty, | decided It was time to get the line back,
50 | headed the KUULOA KAI straight up the line,
directly at the fish. The swells were pushing us off a
little, so by the time | got about 40 yards from our
, we were parallel to it. Then our shark broke

water, That was the first shark I'd ever seen with two |

sharp fins and a long billl

“The whole scene changed from that peint. It

went from 'Oh, dam, it's just a shark,' to ‘Put that
bang stick away, Grab those gloves, Tim. You vank
and, Vince, you crank.’ | got the boat turned arcund,
and the battle was on, We were able to keep the fish
on the surface, so the fight only lasted a half-hour.
When It came to the transom, we were able to sink
a fixed gaff on the first shot to hold it; then a meat
hook went In."

¢ Leatherback Turtle Update

In the December 1993 issue of HFN, | wrote }

about a very large leatherback turtle that had been
wounded by sharks. | told how the KANA NUI,
DIAMOND S and GRACE K had harvested almost a
ton of mahimahi from around the turtie. [ also
mentioned that the wounded animal was very, very
large, looking like a floating Volkswagen and drifting
fm;:the Morth Shore toward the Kane'che side of
O abiu.

Approximately two and a half weeks later, the |

turtle was found again by fishermen. By all accounts
it was the same wounded animal, Russ Miva from the
Natlonal Marine Fisherles Service called the
HEN office to report that a fisherman named Scott
had called their office from a cellular boat phone and

bait.

had described the same turtle. Scott and his crew
were fishing near Mokapu Point when they found It.
They managed to pick up a few mahlmahl from
arpund it, but it didn't have as much fish with it as it
had on the MNorth Shore.

That's where any good news ended. While Scott
and his crew were hanging around the turtle, they
actually saw a Galapagos shark attack the woundad
leatherback and decapitate it. The shark finally put
the turtle out of its misery. Inltial shark attachks had
taken off the turtle’s left front flipper and shouldar.
The poor creature was left to drift with the current
and surely would have died from starvation, if noth-
ing else. As cruel as it seems, nature always seems to
ke care of lts'own; -~ — = —uassmasin s v

If vou have seen this turtle while out fishing,
please contact Russ with the NMFS Turtle Research
Division at 943-1276. continued...

&
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LETTERS TO THE EDITO

Green sea

turtle plan
Is ' working
Many thanks to Shelly Zeck
tor her excellent anticle (6/8/4)
describing o newly initiated
Hawaim hom (green sea tur-
tagging project off Paipu,
Rudmuﬁﬁleﬂnm.imwl
now hive a much better under-

standing of the imponance of
this difficult but rewarding work

on behalfl of an animal strug- -

gling to recover from past dec-
ades of over-exploitation. -

As mentioned in the articke,
the study will require several
years to complete due to the spe-
cial bicdogical characteristics of
sreen séa turtles (j.e. vepetarian
diet, slow grow, delayed sexual
maturiry, lengthy reproductive
migrations).

The outstanding involve-
ment of The Ocean Recreation
Counctl of Hownii (Kauai's
TORCH chapter) and the State
of Hawaii's Division of Aquatic
Respurces puarantes the ulti-
mate success of this long-term
project.

The Honolulu Laboratory of
the Mational Marine Fisheries
Service I3 the lead agency for
this resganch.

Thearticle incorrectly identj-
fied me as being affiliated with
anciher federal agency,

A-6 Kauai Times, Juna 22, 1884

Three 1-day expeditions
have now been accomplished: A
during the past bwo months off
Hm..li.'E' SEHJIh i}lﬂlt-'u o

This has resulted o the tag-
ging of 26 Hawaiian Honu.

Unforfunately, several of
fhese animals were afflicled
with fibropapillomatosis, a de-
bilisating and often fatal disease
of'sea turtles. The cause of this
illness Is currently unknown,
bt wiork is umderway to provide
QMEWETS, :

During this initial work on
Faual, we are especially’ grate- .
fiul 1o Mr. Rick Daley of Adven--
nu'eﬁ‘i'r’tstfurthemufhls
boat, time and talents gener-
ously contributed I:nfmﬂm ll'p.-.-
w::ﬂ: successfial and mﬁ: e 'Té*é

Eaurp‘e Ba.i‘.azs
Zoologist and Leader,
Ierne Turle
Rezearch Program
Honoluir Laboratary

hational Maning 1

Fishevies Sorvice .




One officer is not enough!

Something’s wrong when only
one Marine Patrol officer is ~
patrolling the entire south shore
of Oahu on the Fourth of July.

There can't be much
disagreement on that.

Now, the- tion is whether
that incredible short-staffing is:

W Because the Marine Patrol
has too few officers, or

® Because the few they have

were not scheduled properly on
a three-day holiday weekend,
some of the busiest water
sports days of the year. If you
only have a small staff — and
we agree when the Marine
Patrol emphatically says it does
— then you schedule that staff
with a priority on the busiest
times. .
That’s not to say that twice
— or 10 times — as many -
officers would necessarily have
saved the life of a swimmer
who died after being struck by
the propeller of a speed boat,
It's a big ocean. Violations of

the rules on power boats off
Waikiki have few witnesses and
leave no traces.

Authorities are still trying to
learn just where the accident
occurred. Even stringent
enforcement might not have
protected the swimmer.

Total safety cannot be assured
on the open ocean — any more
than there can always be a cop
on land at hand when one is
needed.

But the waters off Waikiki
are heavily used by local
residents — as well, of course,
as by millions of tourists who
may be in greater danger
because of inexperience and
unfamiliarity.

Everyone would have a
greater sense of security to
know that Marine Patrol
staffing is at least reasonably
adequate to the task and that
they are being scheduled when
they can do the most good.
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which

portions of the bay when set

especially little

fish, have been gilled and killed too often over the

YEars,

1

the abundance of
gill nets

Too many fish

off

Resources at Kiholo Bay
from point to point.

Untangling Our Marine
M Picturesque Kiholo Bay in North Kona on the Blg

Kiholo is also recognized as an important nursery

|
|
M
|

-—Mil.i
k:
5
il
:
£
2
5
5
&
g
:
K=
)
g
o
=

Island has been known for decades as a special place
favared by Hawaiian sea turties, Young turtles are
attracted to this site to feed on imu and to sieep
underwater along the sheltered shoreline.

grounds for fish, Unfortunately,

fish appears to be much less now than it was 21

decline is the increased use of
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Big Isle draws
astronomers for
heavenly event

th mﬁmwh?nt
B B project,
Hawaii will have a great view of
*the sclentific event of the centu-
“ry.” Between July 16 and 22, astronomers
- from all over the world will on
- the Big Isle in anticipation of witnessing a
luckless comet’s ; with J
The Kona Village Resort has already
-:E-mi-;t present “JupiterW t:hnm
] ) atch,” &

star-gazing and edoea m for

- guests. Lomberg has astronomica diisplrl,ls
sioned by NASA for poitars snd displays

¥ or pog

He ‘alzo won an Emmy award a8 art
~director for science documentaries on
-PBS and did the {llustrations for Carl
" Bagan's "Cosmos.” Lomberg will condoct
- - his informal =J #tch” at the Kona
" Village on July 7, 14, 18, 18, 20and 28. , .

his standard four renditions-of the na
al anthém on the Fourth of July is
Bal i. The redditions range fro
Ferry & Price show at 705 aam.

MacFarland Regatta at 830 a.mm.
Outrigpar Canoe Club, to 6 pom.
Hyatt Regency's Great Hall, and en
FPear]l Harbor's anpual July 4 celeb
and fireworks display at Dpm . .,

Local boy makes good
BORN and raised on Oahu, Scott Allan is

g

i

e g
5558

i

OPEMN mouth, insert food i
ing a story on the air about a

man whvu. himself “Russian launching a snging career with the re-
hl'.-h&lﬂblhldi "It blows lease of a new album called *Eruption.”
my ow anyone could be that dumb® Hiz mentor is none other than Mark Ka-

- YO often hear of peoplo in Toyotas  pyne who discovéred Madonna and pro-

with a *Buy American® bumper sticker, guced records for her Debbie Gibson,
Ik s the shiws ot tis foot. 1 Tommy Page and David Byrne of Talking
mysell behind a Catering  Heads to name but a few. J him in

truck. It was a GMC from General Motors  progueing young Allan's record 15 David

. . Charlita exec director of Nana- E-umwmmwwkedwﬂhahuuelm

mlltiﬂmﬂerﬂmemﬂmqfhﬂffﬁﬂr of Grammy w performers, Besides
wins, used occasion of their pireeoed

one-vear luau to announce her candidacy el i ;m“l;.igahma

for the state House seat to be vacated by part in “Scenes From A Mall®

Allen and Bette Midler, “On the sof," Seott

Rep. Heary Peters. In addition to Hawatian
food, the dessert of choice was Scoofee's
*Tita I Mis Su™ (Tiramisg, get {17}, ..

BACK In town and getting resdy to do

recalls, "she always refered to s as the
Alea kids.” We'll keep an eve out and see if
“Eruption” erupts on the record charts. . .

THERE'LL be an after-race party for

S —_—

paddlers this Fourth of July at
Malia's Grill in Waikiki, sponsored by
Danceworks' Blmeon Den. Den, who ;
dled for Hui Nalu Canos Club t 1
the 808, will be serving complimentary
pupus and live Hawallan entertalnment to
those attending the Walter MacFarland
Begatta ., ., Meanwhile, Duke's Canoe Club

Merle Harmon's Fan Falr In Pearlridge
Center Phase 1. He'll sign autographs for

isle fans from 310 5 pamm. .. .
Independence Day

MONDAY isn't just the Fourth of July
Independence Day for all of us. It's also

the fifth annual Turtle Day
at the Maona Lani Resort Opce i
maturing Hawallan green turties be

is holding “Concerts on the Beach® from 4
1ol pom. with Mana'o Company performing
tomorrow and Brother Moland on Sunday,
Moland also
.. . (s of the world champion
custon Rockets will appear tomorrow at

rforms Monday from 2608 pupe Nii# DEdn wre
s in Hodadd zrr the Star-Bulletin since 1968
Hs cotpmns run Monddy through Fridop.

L
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Saving the whales

THEHE are apparently more humpback whales visiting Ha-

walian waters now than there were 20 years ago, which

would seem to indicate that the efforts to protect the en-
dangered species are working. Whales are also being sighted in
more places in Hawaii. They used to be seen mainly around
Maui, Molokai, Lanai and Kahoolawe. Recently there have
been more sightings off Oahu, the Kona district of the Big Is-
land, and in waters between Kauai and Niihau.

For this reason, federal officials are proposing to expand
the Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanc-
tuary, which now primarily covers waters off Maui, Molokai
and Lanal, to include most of the state. This makes sense. If the
whales are in many areas, they should be protected there, not
just around Maui.

Paul Forestell, research director for the Pacific Whale
Foundation, participated in two aerial studies of whales in Ha-
wailan waters since 1990. He thinks the number of humpbacks
here has more than tripled in the last 20 vears, from 800 in 1976
to 2,500 today. That's heartening news for whale fans.

One of the ways to help the whale population continue to
grow is to increase the size of the whale sanctuary. Of course
this would mean more restrictions on fishermen, commercial
whale watchers, canoe paddlers and other water people. But
reasonable restrictions seem necessary to protect the whales.
As more and more people realize, they are an important com-
mercial asset to Hawaii as well as a unique expression of na-
ture’s magnificence.




Waikiki’s green turtle

I"'hﬂpﬂt.wammm.tm

has changed.
i ¥Years agao, inereased
sightings of turtles in Waildiki
the curiosity of Russell K.
student at the University of Ha-
e o e
m a st 1o

facts about udy

:
i
g

other people were watch-
ing the sunsets from rooms-with
view, these researchers and their
helpers were watching turtles, re-
cording when, where and for
s 5 wWere grazing and

Testing.

WEI:; tmgmbd that
Eraze with-

in 300 feet of shore, eating the

the turtles feed in late afternoon
s the turtles
rest on the bottom in or pear caves
“lﬂ-fmﬂ ges in two locations:
an area off Fort DeR oo
Canyons. At Canyons, turtles regu-
I“ wim-wsu

and wrasses, a behavior that re-
SeRnchiers il dom't: Dally wece

In order to find out exactly what
BEVE =
thmm&n mﬁtmr a plastic tube

ﬁ“";u‘“ Waste an opportunity,
B dpzs and Miya measored,
weighed and t:ﬁ:g 15 of the Wai.

Interestingly, shark s
and disease did pot aﬂpwpmm be
ves of the

one turtle
had a piece of fts &
presumably the result of either a
% hite or a propeller hit, and
only one turtle had tu
cently watched an excellent video
:ﬁdﬁgdaﬁrﬂummﬂrmﬂ
u the Honu Project in
association

with Earthtrust. This

well-done, 45minute video shows
the greens in all their glory and all
their distress.

| thought I kmew quite a bit

about turtle tumors but [ learneda |

Inot more, Some statistics were
shocking, From 108285, Balazs and
workers tagged 307 in
kai waters and not one had tumors.
In 1988, about 5 percent of
hamd il The next o
were afflicted.
of 1990, 25§ percent of
tagged turties had this fatal dis
ease and 1991 is the worst yet: 38
These numbers are rapid-
approaching the 50 Izerbem tig:
B.w ntly seen Kaneohe
¥.
The video examines Hawaii's

dive clubs and all t}

interested in Hawail's marine life. |

Call John Lindelow at 236-4544 for
information.,

Susam Scoft {3 ¢ Maree sciemce
writer and author of three
Haioaii's entironmendl H::,_i“mmmﬂ
Watch column appears Monday in the
Star-Bulletin.

the work of |
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The Honolulu Advertiser Wednesday, February 24,1903 A7 .

State launches hunt
iixr*]xllleum; of turtles

{.uodatndl’rm

% State conservation officers
- gre seeking information about
the recent killing of green sea
turties in the Hilo and Puna
districts of the Big Island.

. “We are concerned that peo-
ple are killing. green sea tur-
tles, and we want to find out
who is doing it," said Lenny
Terlep, Hawaii District chief of
the Department of Land and
Natural Resources’ Division of
Gonservation and Resources
Enforeement.

. He said the most recent inci-
dent’ was Jan. 31 when conser-
vation enforcement officers

found a turtle hooked on a
flagline off the Puna coast. The
officers removed the hook and
released the dying turtle,

Terlep said it is not known if
the turtle was accidentally or
intentionally hooked.

Two turtles were found
slaughtered on a Keaukaha
Beach in the Hilo area on Jan.
22, he said, and another turtle
was found swimming in the
Wailuku River with an arrow
through its neck last August.

Green sea turtles are listed
as a “threatened” ies and
persons found guilty of killing
or harming them are subject to
a possible $10,000 fine,
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Letters ad s, ]
Drugs, trees, tourism, sharks

¥

More turtles mean more sharks

There is, in mathematics, a system of differ-
ential equations called the pr equa-
tions. (See, for example, chapter 12 of *Differen-
tial Equations, Dynamical Systems, and Linear
Algebra,” by Morris Hirsch and Steven Smale.)

These equations determine a mathematical
meodel for the variation in time of the population
of a predator-prey ﬁu- (for example tiger sharks
and sea turtles). The model predicts that the

of both predator and prey will vary
periodically in time,

It is unclear how accurate the model is when
applied to the populations of tiger sharks and
sea turtles. There is little precise information
available about the population of either species,

But windsurfers in Kailua believe that there -
has been a recent (over the past five or 10
g:ars] increase in the sea turtle and 1

ve read in various places that population
of tiger sharks is increasing,

The frightening thing iz that the model pre-
dicts that the tiger shark population will contin-
ue to increase until the sea turtle population
stabilizes and even will continue to increase for
a while as the sea turtle population decreases.

If the Y-predator model is applicable here
Wwe may be in for a further increase in the tiger
shark population and a consequent increase in
the frequency of shark attacks on surfers.

HUGH M. HILDEN

Professor
Mathematics Department
University of Hawaii




|

Star-Bulletin

Monday, January 10, 1994 OO0 A-5

| POLICE/FIRE

Police bust four men
cooking green sea turtle

WAILUKU — Four homeless
men were arrested at a Kahului
beach last night after they were
found cooking a green sea turtle,
Maui police said.

State conservation officers, act-
ing on a tip, arrested the men and
charged them with possession of a
threatened species at about 6:15
p-m. Police said the men found the
green sea turtle near the Maui
Electric power plant, where warm
waters attract the turtles.

Robert M. Madden, 29; Calvin W.
Lawson, 34,; Thomas R. Kelly, 35:
and Jamy McCoy, 32, were to ap-

ar today in Wailuku District

urt. Each was being held in lieu
of $200 bail, police said.

Fight between neighbors
leads fo stabbing, arrests

Police arrested three Wahiawa
men and a 17-year-old youth last
night for questioning after a man
was stabbed in the chest and a
woman punched in the face dur-
ing a melee on Ihiihi Avenue in
Whitmore Village.

The fight between neighbors
erupted from a dispute between a
30-year-old man and the stabbing
victim, 21, about 8:20 p.m,

During the melee, a 33-year-old
man allegedly held the vietim
while the 30-vear-old man stabbed

him. The victim was taken to
Queen's Hospital, where he was
listed today in guarded condition.

A §7-year-old woman suffered a
broken nose when she was
punched in the face. Two teen-a-
gers, 18 and 17, were arrested for
the alleged assault.

In other news. . .

B A Z3yvearold man suffered
critical head and chest injuries
about 8:35 p.m. yesterday when his
pickup truck struck a utility pole
and then a chain link fence and
ironwood tree on Haleiwa Road,
south of Naliumu Road.

W A 58-year-old visitor from Salt
Lake City drowned while he swam
off Wailua Beach on Kauai Satur-
day morning, police said.

The man was swimming off the
beach after 11 am. and was seen
floating 150 yards from shore at
11:30 a.m.

B Two men filed second-degree
assault complaints against each
other after both were injured in a
fight about 2:45 a.m. today that
started out between two women at
Smith and Pauahi streets.

B The Honolulu Fire De -
ment’s Hazardous Material Unit
responded to an ammonia leak
about 1:30 a.m. today at Meadow
Gold Dairies’ ice cream plant at
Keeaumoku and Young streets.
The leak was stopped with no
injuries.

Reported by Star-Bulletin staff
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Fuel spill near Rose Atoll

is worse than estimated-

EMEMBER the long-line
fishing boat brimming
with diesel fuel that re-
cently wrecked near Rose
Atoll? Well, Honolulu biologists
who have been ing an aye on
thiz wildlife refuge are discover-
anilied. tost thics thoy orighuatly
5p i
estimated.

American-owned HRose Atoll
near American Samod is a special
place. The smallest atoll in the
world, Hose is almost completely
sguare. And although it was
named for the wife of sorme sxnlor-
er, the plice is indeed pink, the
color of the coralline algae making
up most of the surrounding reef,

In fact, almost everything at
Rose Atoll is pink. I havent been
there but Beth Flint, wildlife biolo-
gist for the .S, Fish and Wildlife
Service, has. She told me that even
the octopuses there have a pink
Limge.
haﬂmpizmru has muftre tlt;uit muf

resque, It's also one
Lh:ﬁw near-pristine wildlife ref-
uges in the South Pacifle.

Two tiny islands lie within the
atoll, Roze Island and Sand Island.
Sand Island is low.lying without
much ion but Rose Island
still has rare native frees growing
on it.

These trees, called Pisonia, are
tropical thees that thrive in guano-
rich soil. Tree-nesting seabirds
such as red-footed h::lﬁgbie:, black
noddies and two kinds of frigate
birds, love these trees which pro-
vide nesting branches.

Researchers believe Plsonia
wirre once prevalent on Laysan
but today, only one living tree
remains in the Hawaiian chain,
I_E:It m:ﬁ“m' Since these are

o-aexed troes, meaning you nesed
& make and a female to reproduce,
the Lisianski tree may be the last
of its kind in Hawaii.

NYWAY, the Pisonia trees are
% one of the reasons Rose Atoll
15 50 Another is the num-
ber of sea furtles nesting there.
Researchers have recently placed
satedlite tags on theee turtles from
Rose to moiitor where these South
Pacific turtles go during their for-
aging time.

HResearchers also have spent comn-
siderable time and money recently
eradicating rats on the islands.
Without the alien rats, biologists
hope ground-nesters such as shear-
waters and petrels will return,

All those who knew of the fine
virtues of Rose Atoll held their
breath when news of the wreck
reached Honolulu. But at first
ﬁ:m things didn't look too bad.

boat, after all, was only leak-
« ing diesel fuel, a petroleum prod-

5 OCEAN

uct that floats and evaporates
quickly.

As it turned out, the saga was
not vel over, The original accident
happened in mid-November but in
VaS comupuny, selied The bot off
Vige company g of
the reef, the wreck broke open,
spilling its ol contents.

plants and animaks of the
reef took it on the chin, In
about 3 guarter of the atoll’s reed
area labout the size of 24 foothall
fieldsh, 76 percent of giant clams,
an endangered species, were
killed, In that area, lmfml coral-
line algae was killed bleached,
hich wfgd mr%i“v:n-gram;
w Era on an o
type of seaweed. NMow the slimy
stull is creeping over the formerly
pink reef topa. .

Dwead sea urchins, oil-scalked
sand, abandonment by reef fish,
long-line fishing gear in the
... 00 &nd on it goes. Much
age has been done and will likely
continwe. When biologists pick up
rocks there, they siill see a sheen
and ail.

It will be a cold day in Hawaii
before we see the end of oil spills
at sea but the US, Coast Guard is
working toward decreasing the in-
cldents. In an evolving role as
environmental educators, the
Coast Guard i3 irying to foresee
risks and minimize damage.

ca todsy v 1o prove spis. [
Area ¥
Hawaii, officials do thi= by publish-
ing and distributing informational
mﬂd visiting facilitles

petroleum products.

But accidents still happen and
when they do, it's the Coast Guard
thal moves in to direct the clean-
up, at job when the accident
is 180 miles from Pago Pago, as is
Hose Atoll,

In this case, the long-liner's own-
ers are responsible for all costs,
including those to repair damage
to the ares.

S0 how do you repair such wide-
spread damage to 8 wildlife ref-
uge? “With great difficulty,” zays
Bath Flint. © bi the best way is
o stand back and let nature do it.”

Suaon Scoft i2 a4 marine science
wwriler anid auikor of three books shout
Howaii's envirornment, Her (eoean

Watch column appears Morday i the
Star-Bullatin,
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Month in prison
for turtle killing

A federal magistrate yesterday sen-
tenced a Big Island man fo a month
in prison for capturing and later kill-
ing a green sea turtle, which is pro-
tected under the Endangered Species
Act.

Anthony Barro, 35, of Naalehu had |
pleaded guilty to pulling the turtle
from water near the Big Island's Pu-
naluu Beach Park in March 1992,

A witness reported that Barro and a
co-defendant, Clyde Agres Jr., carried
the turtle to a pavilion at the park.
Another co-defendant, John Quintal,
admitting taking it away from the
park in a pickup truck.

Although the turtle was never

found, Barro admitted in court that he
later killed it.

“




(Reprinted from page 13, October 1993 HFN)
Dear Chuck,

I heard a rumor that the governor will be advocat-
ing fishing on Moloka'i be restricted to that island’s
residents only! Can this be true?

If we on O'ahu and elsewhere won't be allowed to
flsh on Moloka'l, then mavbe those people there
shouldn't come here to go to school, or shop, or see
our doctors, etc. Besides, don’t my taxes help subsi-
dize many of the government services provided to
the people of Moloka'i? Can the state really accept
my tax money and then prohibit me from fishing on
certain islands in the state? _

If it's a matter of Hawailan sovereignty, then
maybe it's a different story. | suppose it is only fair
that we allow the native Hawailans (who by the way
enjoy all the privileges of being an American citizen!)
be granted a certain prerogative., But where do vou
draw the line?

Please look into this matter and keep the fishing
public abreast of what's happening.

: Thanks,

MXX
11/15/93
Dear Chuck,

| haven't heard the rumor that “XXX" talked
about in the “Mail Buoy” regarding restricting fish-
ing on Moloka'i [October 1993]. But if the rumor is
true, [ say it's about time,

Unlike XXX on O'ahu, many of Moloka'i's resi-
dents rely on fish to feed their families. There are no
full-time commercial fishermen running boats out of
Moloka'i, only a few part-time operators with one-
or two-man crews, But despite the small number of
local commaercial fishermen, catches in recent vears
have gotten smaller and smaller for everyone. That's
because off-island sport fishermen and commercial
operators are wiping out our fish population,

Hanauma Bay is a fish preserve, and Waikiki now
has a perlodic moratorium on fishing, The state
banned fishing in these areas for tourlsts, If we can
save the fish on O'ahu for tourists, why not save the
fish on Moloka'i for pecple whose children might
not eat when the fish are gona?

A Concerned Moloka'l Taxpayer



B The governor's Moloka'l Subsistence Task hut some commercial “opihl pickers say bigger and
Force recelved good Input at their November 23, faster boats can get In and out whenever the weather
1993, community meeting. There were lively diseus- breaks and that the ‘opihi are being wiped out. After
ﬁm:mmmuu'mmnm. much discussion, there was unanimous support to
At the end there was support for the plan with the ban the sale of “opihi and crab {'ala'eke, kuhonu,
hope that the entire island of Moloka'i would come 'a‘ama) from the island of Moloka'i.
under such a management plan in the future. _ There was also suppart for more education of all
An agresment will be worked out and signed to ages regarding the ocean and land resources, allow-
allow homesteaders management of the shoreline ing Hawalians to eat turtle again, fixing the fish-
and the waters from Nihoa to ‘o Point with Mo'emomi ponds, building a fish hatchery, opening up access
Bay a sanctuary for kids to use and Kawa'aloa Baya and trails {especlally on West Moloka'l), opening
sanctuary for fish breeding. community pastures, planting of Hawaiian medicl-
“This will be a five-year demonstration project,” nal plants on state lands, saving our streams, en-
sald Mac Poepoe. "Tf we don't take care of our food, forcement of our own rules, more research on limu,
who's going to take care of us. . . . we already lost erosion, disease, etc.
our lands.” It seerns Moloka'l Is ready to sacrifice a little today
No commerclal sale of ‘opihi from Moloka'i was  in order to ensure that future generations have their
also a lively discussion, Some felt the winter weather rightful share.
of the North Shore was enough to save the ‘opihi, . . . Walter
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Homeless men caught
cooking green sea turtle

WAILUEU — Four homeless
men were locked up ar the Wailuku
police sation this moming after be-
ing caught with & green sea turtle in a
cooking pot Sunday night,

Robert Madden, 29, Calvin Law-
s0m, 34, Thomas Kelly, 35, and Jamy
McCoy, 32, are each med with
possession of a thres specics
and were being held on $200 hail
each,

According to police roports, the
fnurmnaugh:bynm:encpm-
ment of Land and Matural Resources
officer in the Hale Nanea area near
Kahului Harbor a1 6:15 p.m. as thay
were ing o make a meal of the
bt turile, The men claim the
animal was already dead when they
Foumd it

k :
ﬂfﬂmﬁﬂzﬂllului'ﬁmm-
pered species iL 15 illegal 10 pos-
sess theim, alive or dead.

Hale Nanea is an area that attracts
turtles to the warm water discharged
from the Maui Electric Co. generat-
ing Tt is also an area where a
number of homeless
makeshift camps.

Waihee home
destroyed by fire

WAIHEE — A late-night fire Sa-
urday destroyed & three-bedroom

people live in

PATRICIA NEILS
To receive $25,000

The home is owned by Moke
Maliikapu and was being rented by
Draniel Puar, Lindo =aid. He did not
know how many people lived in the
house, There were no injuries,

Molokai teacher
winner of grant

HOOLEHUA, Molokai
Molokai High School teacher Patri-
cia Neils, an adjunct Maui Commu-
nity College instructor, has won a
525,000 lgim[ from the Henry Luce
Foundation to suppont a symposium
on American ﬁsaiﬂn& and Social
Change in China,

She s helping 10 organize the
event, which will take place in Port-
|Ind,ﬂr¢..in]ul].-.

Neils earned her master's degree
and dociorate from the University of
Hawaii. She is the author of *"China

— |




Arson suspected in cane fire

PAIA — An umscheduled cane fire
in Paia Wednesday afternoon is be-
lietadmhnvebwnsputedhym ar-
Sonist,

Fire Battalion Chief ! Car-
vilho said the fire above Taﬁm
Bn}rmimndbyuhelmnmn-' ot
who realized no Hawaiian Commer-
cial & Sugar Co. workers were on
the scene, ;

1h=ﬁrehmkemnm4:35pm.md
bumed 10 acres before being extin-
guished by Maui firefighters and

I"-IC&S personnel

it .
about 1% hours later,

There were no injuries and no
structures threatened. Damage 1o the
field is estimated at $20,000, Carval-
ho said.

Four sentenced for cooking turtle

WAILUKU — Four homeless
men were sentenced Wednesday to
lhctmdaﬂinjaﬂtheymhhada]-
ready served for cooking up green
sea turtle stew,

Robert Madden, 29, Calvin Law-
m%mmkaﬂy.ai.mdlm]}r
McCoy, 32, each pleaded guilty in
o Diiu'ictfqurttnpmsessmn

& Species.

The four were arrested Sunday

TE MO
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Police bust four men
cooking green sea turtle

WAILUKU — Four homeless
men were arrested at a Kahului
beach last night after they were
found cooking a green sea turtle,
Maui police said.

State conservation officers, act-
ing on a tip, arrested the men and
charged them with possession of a
threatened species at about 6:15
p.m. Police said the men found the
green sea turtle near the Maui
Electric power plant, where warm
waters attract the turtles.

Robert M. Madden, 29: Calvin W.
Lawson, 34,; Thomas R. Kelly, 35:
and Jamy McCoy, 32, were to ap-
pear today in Wailuku District
Court. Each was being held in lieu
of $200 bail, police said.

Fight between neighbors
leads to stabbing, arrests

Police arrested three Wahiawa
men and a 17-year-old youth last
night for questioning after a man
was stabbed in the chest and a
woman punched in the face dur-

Ing a melee on Thiihi Avenue in
Whitmore YVillaga

him. The victim was
Queen’s Hospital, whe
listed today in guarded

A 57-year-old woman
broken nose when
punched in the face. T
gers, 18 and 17, were a;
the alleged assault.

in other news. . .

W A 23vyear-old mar
critical head and che:
about 8:35 p.m. yesterda
pickup truck struck a1
and then a chain link
ironwood tree on Hale
south of Naliumu Road.

B A 59-year-old visito
Lake City drowned whil
off Wailua Beach on K:
day morning, police saic

The man was swimmi
beach after 11 a.m. anc
floating 150 yards fron
11:30 a.m.

B Two men filed secc
assault complaints aga
other after both were in
fight about 2:45 am. t
started out between two
Smith and Pauahi street

B The Honolulu Fir

e ekl s T T mmmemad <o WEF &
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Homeless men caught
* cooking green sea turtle

WAILUKU — Four homeless
men were locked up at the Wailuku
lice station this moming after be-
ing caught with a green sea turtle in a
cooking pot Sunday night. l"l"q fquf

Robert Madden, 29, Calvin Law-
son, 34, Thomas Kelly, 35, and Jamy
McCoy, 32, are each charged with
possession of a threatenad ieg
and were being held on $ bail
each.

According to police reports, the
four were caught by a state -
ment of Land and Naneral Resources
officer in the Hale Nanea area near
Kahului Harbor at 6:15 p.m. as they
were preparing to make a meal of the
butchered turtle. The men claim the
animal was already dead when they
found it. '

I‘ Green sea turtles are an endan-
'gered species and it is illegal to pos-
ges_.slhem,alivum:hnd.

. Hale Nanea is an area tha attracts
iturtles to the warm water discharged
{from the Maui Electric Co. generat-
ihgﬁmhi;ﬂﬂmﬂuwhmn
iglm of homeless people live in
miakeshift camps.
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Four Eerﬂent;ad for cooking tyrlle

men were sentenced Wednesday 1o
the two days in jail they each had al-
ready served for cooking up green

Robert Madden, 29, Calvin Law-
34, Thomas Kelly, 35, and Jamy
. 32, each pleaded guilty in
Wailuku District Court to possession
of a threatened species.

The four were amested Sunday

EE

1994

night by stmie Deparntment of Land
and Natural Resources officers as

they were ing 1o make a meal
nfnbumhggfggg:tlmnhinﬂm
Hale Manea area near Kahului Har-

bor. The defendants claim they found -

the animal already dead,

Unable w $200 badl, the four
had rem in custody until their
sentencing Wednesday moming.




PAIA — An unscheduled cane fire
in Paia Wednesday afiemoon is be-
lieved to have been sparked by an ar-
sanist,

Fire Batalion Chief Clayton Car-
vilho said the fire shove Tavares

The fire broke out &t 4:35 p.m. and
burned 10 acres before being extin-
guished by Mauwl firefighters and

=

Arson suspected in cane fire

abou 1% later,
Carvalho said the fire began in the
middle of the field and a truck was
observed leaving the area at about
the time the fire broke out, leading
officials to believe it was deliberately
el

There were no ies and no
structures threatened. Damage 1o the
E:]dismimunduﬁuﬂm.w-
said,

Four sentenced for cooking turtle

night by state Department of Land
E;Nm Resources officers as
Were ing to make a meal
uf:hlm;umu: in the
Hale Nanea area near Kahului Har-
bar. The defendants elaim they found
the animal already dead,
Unable 1w post $200 bail, the four
had:m_nmnd in custody u:?rll their
sentencing Wednesday morning,

-f,'fr: Mo Aew %gfqg ,f"}?;,_"
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Save The Hawaiian Green Turtle

There are three species of tur-
tles native to Hawaii, green,
hawksbill and leatherback. Of
these three, the green turtle or
"Honu" is Lhe most common.
Artisl Dake Zarrella has a vision
that stretches far past canvas,
bronze or wood. This vision starts
with educating people that the
green turtle is an endangered
species. The green turlle, along
with many other sea creatures, are
endangered and without immedi-
atec measures to save them, they
will be gone forever. Although
sharks are their only natural

-predator., it is clear that man poses
the greatest threat. Abandoned
fish nets and other fishing gear kill
thousand of turtles,

In the Puna district of the Big
Island lles an old Hawailan fish
pond and for the past

; 15 years it has

served as a
sanctuary for
turtles seri-
ously hurt in
the wild. Dale
is the director

and caretaker of this which is one
ol Hawall's few turtle research pro-
Jects. Currently the pond holds 3
green turtles; 2 males and a
female. Watching these turtles
interact with each other for hours
on end, Dale sees they each have
distinctive personalities. One very
outgoing, another very timid and
the third is a real ham in front of a
Camera.

Although Dale gets great enjoy-
ment from creating on canvas and
sculpture the beauty of the green
turtle, he also feels a greal passion
and dedication to preserving in
nature that which he creates in his
art. The idea of bringing these tur-
tles to the pond was to provide
them with a place to heal and live
without fear of predator. Caring
for these turtles provides Dale with
the opportunity to study their
character and habits first hand.
This unique privilege transforms
directly into the canvas, wood and
broneze.

For more information on the
Hawaiian green turtle or the art of
Dale Zarrella, call 874-0448.

AR CANE TR Tl&ﬁ
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) gaid his client is in Samoa and did
Enow ghout trial

ng minors buy liguor is costly

. liqguor to minors costly for four
il Liguor Commission members thought the
did a good job of altering his identification

 The commistion voted to issue a letter of repri-
wummmnnm&m
for serving a 20-vear-old serviceman on Nov. &
. The serviceman was charged by police with
1 his 1T} card,

"We hlﬂlhlﬂlmmull:tﬁ
_immm

minora,

The commission 1
I_Tmmmmuwmﬁﬁ%
£2.000 for i Marine on 1
tald the commission he used man's identifi-

nmammmm.

o1 tried to wake it up, but 1 couldn’t amd left it
there,” she sabd.
Don Heacock, with the Division of

sources with the state of and
Nmemmrmu
"It is the first repart of dead green sea turtle this
vear. The species is protected by federal law.

4 ; From staff and wire reports




More than jail
to fear from

eating turtles

To The Forum:

A mere slap-on-the-wrist, com-
pared to what Mother Nature could
have imposed as punishment,
That's how one might view the
iwo-day jail sentence recently
handed down in Wailuku District
Court on Maui to four homeless
men from the mainland caught
cooking a sea turtle,

The pitiful twride they were
foolish enough to cut up and eat
~--was riddled with disease. Ulcerated
mors protruded from ils eves,
neck, and shoulders. In addition,
photos taken at the tme indicate
the animal was severely emaciated.
‘This condition in sea turtles is often
accompanied by infections of inter-
nal parasitcs, along with potentially
nasty microorganisms.

Mo sick animal taken from the
wild should ever be eaten, This ap-
plies to ones freshly killed, as well
as those already dead for an un-
known time, as the men in this case
claimed in court. The possibility of
severe illness from eating diseased
wildlife is simply not worth the
risk, even if the law isn’t broken.
Ironically, wholesome and hot
meals are served free each day
within walking distance of where
the men were arrested with the
turtle.

Just a few months ago a man was
senienced in federal count 1o a
month in prison for intentionally §

S DEN

killing a large wrtle on the Big Is-
land. Turtles were abusively over-
exploited in Hawai'i for decades
prior o becoming fully protected in
the late 1970’s. The average turile B8
lakes about 25 years to become-
sexually mature (200 — 300 Ibs). At v
certain locations in Hawai'i there
aré now some encouraging signs of &, "
population recovery. - Most. "~
everyone would like w see this, &
trend continue to ensure the: “p
longierm  survival of these mag-: ™~
nificent creatures, Turtles con--
tribute to the overall diversity and:
enrichment of the Hawaiian marine; <,
environment. Also, like humpback: =
whales, they are fun to waich, They - E
are playing an increasing part of the- L
ecolourism experience that results,
in an economic benelit to Hawai'i. D
The rebuilding of a robust wrile: ~L
population—one that will not easily*
fall into decline once again—is de-~
pendent upon keeping human-re--
lated mortality 0 a minimum. State.
and federal conservation enforce-;
ment officers should be supported, -
and praised for their fine efforts.

ioF @

George H. Balazs
Honolulu
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turtles as the pet cause to support your).
""We want to sort of let the turtles be.”

HAWAII CLIPPING SERVICE
PO, Box 10Z4
Honoluh, Hawsil BE516
PHONE: T34-8124

WEST HAWAILL TODAY
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resting place for huompback whales and 7

their calves, but because the prnpmed[ can drown tortles by riding them and:
marina won't directly endanger the ani-| preventing them from surfacing for air’®
mals, the NMFS can't rule against then TORCH has been voeal in its opposition

project. " el Renea T <L

“We have a inkling of what might-
happen, but we can't make a strong,
statemnent about it,” Nitta said. “We can't -

say to the Army Corp of Engineers, ‘dom’t ©

take away this habitat."7 5.

t;*-p"sml:t 1 didn't get a response I ﬂg;umd.

“everyone was either ignoring it, or feeling
#guilty,” Nitta said. He added that pmple

: to the building of the Kohanaiki Marina.
-The marina would destroy somé of the |
prime diving places that mrrtm-uw:tal
r].'l'l.r‘mg operations use. s Sy

‘. The other side of the stuq’“k"'mat
~fnarina space s at a premium, with a

But people involved in ocean recrea-’ waiting list of about 250 people in line for

tion, manyufvdmmmTﬂREHmm.
‘bers, are &lso putting prmu!un]mal
o marine life.: e . 7 - i

.*  “Hptels aren’t the m:]rmuv.hnre' 5
.gnlngtuher:nmpeﬂn:furtlmspme. said .

Nlﬂﬂ "'ur-lb. J'.Fll- rlEr tt". e 1' -r:l
Nitta said local boaters, scuba divers,
and fishermen may be inadvertantly| .
Muumummﬂmﬂthﬂrmutﬂae
:*We need to be & Iﬂﬂ'ﬂ careful al:ruut
uging humpback whales or green seaj

cause,” Nitta said to TORCH members.

Though they have a vested interest in
g marine lifa, Nitta said he sent

preservin i
letters to all the local dive operationsi-

asking them not to encourage people to}, .

approach or chase sea turtles. He said!

gome dive shops had shown people riding
purtles in I.hﬂr :dwmw a.mi J:um—

‘open slots. Many believe that this local ]
demand for facilities must be balanced |
. against the destruction of marine habitat.
“I"'m sure ever:mna probably wants t'tl
have a slip,” Nitta said of local boaters. |
“chz:.rvagnuhnat l.hcfwamtu}mvalt
in the water." A
- The best compromise may be to expand |
“the present facilities at Honokohau Har-
bor, rather than huﬂd new harbors,
ar:r:urdlngt“n Mitta. S el
T ™The Impact to ‘the Eﬂ'l.l'il'l:llﬂ:lﬂl'lt “Is
much less,” Nitta said of the option to,
=n1:|a.1::t e:ks-tl.ug facilities. . *Putting . in.

L. new facilities up and down the coast here]

‘is sofnething that’s going to put a lut nf

pmmremﬂremumant" A

g |"| -"'“1- :"‘-' - X --_ ": :"i‘m -ﬁﬁj
you'd better sta.rl Innkmg at whether

tn develop or not to develop,” Nitta®

advised the TORCH members.:; “Jta

whurernull\re s S e S

b P e b ra e, - - ol = *ﬂﬂ-
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The tangled web

Martin Smith of Waipahu holds a cripplad green sea turtle that turned up off Ala Moana Beach
yesterday. The turtle was missing its left flipper and fishing line was wrapped around is
remaining front flipper. “You see a lot of turfies out there tangled in line,” sald Smith, who
spotted the turtle with buddy Ricky Amano as they were paddiing in from surfing. *Pecple should
ba more cautious about how they use their nets and lines.” Smith and Amano took the turtle to
the aguarium, where officials arranged to have it transferred to the University of Hawaii's marine
mammal facility at Kewalo Basin.
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Discharge”
not factor
in algae

Advertiser Staff

Researchers into the algae
blooms off West Maui have de-
termined there is no major
plume or continuous layer of
wastewater in the nearshore
waters oif the Lahaina Waste-

- .water Reclamation Facility.

e
a
=
=
-

But they did find evidence
.that there may be small
‘‘amounts of wastewater seeping
-'into the waters from the ocean
- floor.

- That sets up the need for
- further work as the U.8. Envi-

. .ronmental Protection Agency,

the state Department of Health
and Maui County tryv to find an
answer to the persistent series
~of algae blooms that discelor
the water.
Investigators put a fluores-
mn Ccent red dye
into the waste-
water plant's
wellzs and then
went into the
ocean to see if
they could see

I] H evidenc ET].'I of
o f* Alla found small

-amounts rising from seeps on
the sea floor, but no single
- large-scale source of wastewa-
.+ter.
- “The results of this study
- 8erve only to eliminate the
‘Worst case scenario, in which a
-large wastewater plume is pre-
sent in waters adjacent to the
injection wells,” said Bruce An-
derzon, the state Department of
Health's deputy director for en-
vironmental health.

“Hurther study 15 needed to
show conclusively where
wastewater from wells at the

ina facility is reaching the
ocean, and in what amounts,”

Anderson eaid,

The wastewater plant's injec-
lion wells and fertilizer from
agricultural fields are the
suspects as possible nutrients

* that support algal blooms, The
- dye study is one of several
- aimed at identifying nutrients
entering the ne waters
. off West Maui. The studies are
' funded through the EPA and
the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration,

The algae involved in the

, blooms, Hypnea and Cladoe-
» Phora, continue to be found in
the waters off Maui, althg
the severe blooms of 1989 ang

. i 1991 have not been repeated

. since, i

While the research is goi

om, private and government ef-
forte are seeking to reduce the
flow of nutrients into the wa-
ter. Maui County hopes to yse
the effluent from its Lahaing
plant for irrigating golf courses
and the landscape, instead of
pumping it into injection wells.

“While other studies are be-

ing conducted, we will be moy-

_Ing 10 reduce nutrients from
entering the ocean from all

& sources, We can do this
through actively promoting
w Wastewater reclamation angd
*.the best agricultural manage-
“ment practices,” said Harry
- Seraydarian, director of thea

= A's water management divi-
sion.
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Kauai ocean sound project
would pose threat to turties

Greater attention to sea turtles is
justified when considering whether to
allow the Kauai-based undersea sound-
pollution project to be turned on. The
project proposes to broadcast at an
intense but low frequency emission of
70 Hz for an initial two-year test period.

Threatened and endangered green
and hawksbill turtles are native to
Kauai's coastal waters. Also, adult
green turtles living around all of our
populated islands must periodically
travel past Kauai when migrating to
and from French Frigate Shoals to
breed in the Northwestern Hawaiian
Islands.

How sea turtles navigate when mi-
grating is a mystery, but hearing may
play some important part in the pro-
cess, In 1969, Navy scientist Sam Ridg-
way published one of the few paperson
hearing in the green turtle. The article
appeared in the Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences,

The final paragraph of Ridgway’s
paper states: “We conclude from these
observations that the giant (green) sea
turtle has a serviceable ear, with a
reasonable degree of sensitivity within
a restricted range. It ear is clearly a
low-frequency receptor, with a useful
span of perhaps 60 to 1000 Hz. Both on
land and in the sea this ear no doubt
enables the animal to perceive many'
important signals.” :

GEORGE H. BALAEE
IUCN/SSC Marine
Turtle Specialist Group
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Nets, bleach destroying
IIving reefs off Waikiki

Bush, born and ralsed (n
Hawail, owns and managesa
semisubmersible tour boat,

Mautilus. This boat, with its
panoramic underwater windows,
1% & eross belween a submaring al‘ld
A glass-bottom boat, enab
sengers to view the reef off Point
Panie, near Kewalo Basin,

Tied has called me several times
for advice because fishermen have
been throwing nets and i
bleach in the place he ta

tors,

*Waikiki has beautiful reefs just
starting to recover from Iniki,” he
zaid. “I don't want to stop anyone
from making a living from fishing,
EBut when someone kills hundreds
of fish, plus the reef itself, just to
take a few — well, it's a crime,”
_[alt is ir:de-e:t a crime, We have

wi against bleaching and leaving
gill nets in place. [ suggested Ted
call the enforcement hot line of
the state Department of Land and
MNatorzl Respurces,

He did. They said they couldn't
do anything about bleaching un-
less they caught the person in the
act. Reasonable perhaps, but it

i limits the state agency.
from enforcing this law.

And the nets? Ted told me that
people in the area sometimes aban-
don nets which then randomly kill
fish until someone else removes
them. In the meantime, other nets
ieit for the legal limit of 12 hours
or less are devastating reef life in
the area even more, hurting Ted's
business.

Bush and hi=s workers estimated
that at one time, there were 1,500
fish on the reef they visited. Now
they are all gone.

I'm a former pet [lsherman
myself and I cringe when I remem-
ber the waste,” Bush sald. “Wa
need to stop this netting and make
SOTE SaNCUary areas in Wailkiki.”

I couldn't say it myseli.
fact, many of us have been sa
exactly that for Buma time
and a3 hard as it iz to keep
chins up, we need to keep on
gaying it until it happens,

It's an outrage to us taxpayers
that the Hawali Vizitors Bureau is
spending milllons of dollars to
boost our flagging tourism indus-
iry at the same tUme the
Couneil is plotting ways to keep
taxis out of Hanauma Bay and
#tate boating division is restrictin
new commercial tours to

I realize that restrictions and

S

'|

§3&

places

they're overused for a good rea-

Sng} dple lnxi';ruguthere. S
¥ do we react negative

to something clearly zo ular?

‘We should be encouraging visitors

o come see our living reefs, mot

‘ton of wi

I
lthuﬂsmyhlm&wm:m

members of the Friends of Hanau-
ma Bay, a gh::ss-rmta environmen-
tal group I have always supported,
cheering the fact that people are
Eoing to be turned away at the
gates of Hansuma Bay. [ hate it
when lo like Bush must fight
50 hard and bear such frustration
to show visitors a healthy reef.

And I feel depressed when Maui
tour operators and TORCH ap-
plaud new restrictions at Molokini
without & word about creating
alternatives.

How about some more restric-
tions and regulations in the fishing
industry while we're at it?

Sure, this & harder. It requires
change and causes emotional argu-
ments about freedom and life-
styles, But the fact 1z, our fishing

industry is sagging right alongside
our tourism indusiry and sanctu-
aries would help

Fisheries certainly need some
help. At a UM, confererce last
August, undeniable evidepce
showed that overfishing and de-
struction of marine habitats have
caused alarming drops in marine
fish p-npuinﬁnu worldwide,

In a recent New York Times
article, Australian marine biolo-
gist Mary Harwood said, *Unless
some form of sirict management

action i= taken, stocks will be driv-

en down toward levels from which
they will not be able to recover.”
The dramatic etlons of cod
from the Atlantic resilted in
the IuEan of more than 30000
wilmt' hhﬂtgg.m
Eloc
mnauithamﬂd'ﬂfmhﬂuh-
eries are In serlous decline; four

are completely depleted.

Should we sit by and let Hawall's
fisheries get added to the list?

We must start our
waters near shore soopn. If we
don't, we could have the distine-
out two of our
state’s Industries at the
same time. -

Let's give both fishing and tour-
ism a needed boost by asking our
| ators to make Waltkiki waters

-Hrnits to fishing.

Suann Scoft is o monne scieRce
writer and auther of three books aboiut
Hawail's environment. Her column
appears Monday in the Stor-Bulletin
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Group quiet on ahu repairs
to keep ceremony private |

By LiNDA HOSEK
Star-Bulletin i

The Ohana Couneil is ready to
rebuild the ahu dzatn:z'ed ‘at Ma-
kapuu Beach, but will not an-
nounce the to the cere-
mony private, said Dennis
“Bu * Kanahele, council lead-

er. .
“We're looking at anytime,” Kan-
ahele said rgttggdw. _
Kanahele said the council, a na-

tive Hawaiian oup,
s was onsdaring bulaly 12

um. .
He said his nephews had seen a

white turtle in the ocean at that -

site, signifying that native Hawai-
ian ancestors were happy there.

Kanahele said the destruction of
the ahu at Makapuu made him
think that the council should put
ahu in several places. An ahu isan
altar atop a pile of rocks to honor
Hawaiian gods and ancestors.

The state Department of Hawai-
jan Home Lands has authorized
the reconstruction of the ahu at
Makapuu, said Ruth Tsujimura,
acting state attorney general.

She declined to comment on

how the state would r to
building an ahu in Waikiki. “If the
issue comes up, we would look into
it,” she said.

Kanahele said the council has
ﬁaright to build an ahu at Waiki-

pursue federal criminal charg
against those who destroyed I
Makapuu ahu. |

Tsujimura said government i
workers inadvertently flattened i
the ahu when they were
ﬂ]ginlg:‘ around the Makapuu park- |
She said the state investigation I
is continuing, but added Kanahele |
“should pursue whatever legal ave- |
nues are available to him.” ; i

He also said the council would |



" Hanauma

October 1519, 1994 Hawaii Kal Sun Press A-5

b, W

Bay pump station

PACIFIC PERSPECTIVE: Shaning Cierros touches up his mural, which spans the outside of the sewnge ing stetion
at Hanauma Bay Moture Park. The murafist says he's almast finished with the twa-manth project, ik i

Hawaiian themes and even
sumo wrestling, have been fea-
tured in galleries from

Princeville to Kapaa,

Then came l-iar;cane Iniki
in: 1992, “The hurricane basi-
cally ruined my business,” he
sitid, S0 he packed up and
returned home.

Now a Kaimuki resident, he
gonerally charges around 8500
and up for each painting. He
said the mural at Hanauma,
however, was free.

The artist hopes to continue
his. volunteer work in the
Hewaii Kai area. He has
already approached Hanauma
Bay park manager Alan Hong

and lifeguard Ryan Fernandez
about doing a mural on the
comfort  station next to
CQueen's Beach.

A one time regular at Sandy

Beach, Cierras said he feels

obligated 1o “do something to
help keep the park clean.”

“TIt would mean a lot to me, 1
kind of grew up there, and 1
want to help beautify the park.
Plus, maybe It will keep kids
from doing graffiti there. 1

passed by the other day and
the place was all marked up.
{The kids) might have more
respect for the place if there
was a Hawaiian theme.”

If Cierrus gets the go-ahead
from the city, his mural would
be the park's second large
painting. A group of surfers,
organized by Fernandez in
August, helpéd paint a mural

on the park’s other comfort
station.




.

‘Muradlist’s touch brightens

Cierras hopes to pay colorful visit to Sandy Beach in the future

By BILL. MOSSMAN
News Editor

HAWAIlI KAl — Shﬂni.ng;
Cierras may not yet be a house-
hold name, but the artist's
work in Hawaii Kai is begin-
ning to make area residents
tale notice.

Earlier this year, Cierras did
someart work — sort of 2% an

afterthought — on the volun-
teer desk at Hanauma Bay
Nature Park. His painting was
50 well received that park offi-
cials asked him to paint a

mural on the lower level of the
scwage pumpling station,

He agreed to do the work
three months ago, and the
mural is now neardy completed,
Stretching about 30 feet around

8 them those are the

the pumping station, it features
turtles and a variety of fishes,
including the uhu, palani and
butterfly. The art work show-
cases many of Cierras' talents;
his rich use of colors, &5 well as
his fine eye for detail.

“I've always enjoyed draw-
ing," he said. "I really love
doing marine life art. I dive a
lot, and [ really love the water
— anything I can do to pre-
serve the water and Its shores.”

The kudos for his work come
to him wherever he goes. A
couple of weeks ago, Cierras
was at Sandy Beach Park when
he met lifeguard Keith Brown
for the first time.

“So 're the guy that's
doi e painting at the bay?"
the ard asked him,

“¥Yeah," the artist replied
modestly,

“That thing's unbelievable,”
Brown said. “You do some
good work.”

“Thanks," responded Cierras
in his faint, yet clearly appre-
ciative voice,

Youngsters will generally
approach the artist and ask
questions about the painting
while they and their parents
are waiting to rent snorkels
and fins on the beach.

“Lots of kids ask about the
fish I paint,” he said. “I tell
of fish
that can be found in the bay,
Park officials thought it was a
good idea to paint something

M| that would educate the pub:

hic.”

Cierras said he's doodled
ever since he was a kid. Born
in Honolulu, he moved to
Kauai back in the early 1980s
to start his art career. His busi-
ness career prospered early.
Hiz paintings, which include

ﬂ'r-gpﬁﬂu-
PAINT AT THE PUMP: Turtles and Fish frolic undar their creator, arfist Shaning Cer-
ros, wha's laking o breok Oict, & from painting the Hanouma Bay pumping skifion.
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Untangling Our Marine
Resources at Kiholo Bay

B Picturesque Kihale Bay in North Kena on the Big
Island has been known for decades as a spacial place
favored by Hawaiian saa turtles, Young wries are
atiracted to this site 1o feed on limu and o slaap
underwater along the sheltered shoreline

Hiholo is alse recognized as an Important nursery
grounds for fish. Unfortunately, the abundarce of
fish appears te be much less now than it was 21
vears ago when [ first started visiting and sniarkeling
at Kiholo. It 1 my belief that the ressan for this
decling is the Increased use of gill nets, which
commenly block off portions of the bay when set
from point ta paint, Too many fish, espacially lintle
fish. have baen gilled and killed 106 often over the
WEATS.

Gill nets and sea turtles don't mix at Kihole Bay.
The entanglement, forced submergence and drown-
ing of turtles in gill nets a1 Kikciz is naw a regulag
oceusrence. Some of the young turtles recemsiy
found dead at Kiholo appear 1o have been intenrion-
ally killad. Over the past three months. four turtles
are knewn to have died by human hands at Kihala,
Three of them were butchered, and their remains
were left on shore or discarded inte shallow watar,

Hawal'i"s fisharmen can ba of assistance 1o aur
paid professional law enforcement officials who are
atternpling to apprehend vielators end prevent crirmes
like the ones happening at Kihola. If vou see SUSPi-
cious activity, or have information about the killing
of turtles at Kihoie Bay or elsewhere in Hawaii,
please call federal agents in Honasluly at 541-
2727, or state DOCARE officers at 323-3141 {in
Konal; 933-4291 {in Hila): 243-5414 [on Maui;
241-3521 [an Kava'i): 567-6618 [on Maloka'i):
565-6688 (on Lana'i); or dial 0 fram any neighbaor
island and ask the operator for "Enterprise 5469 "

Tha long-term conservation of fish. wrtles and
other marine rescurces arsmall but imporiant sites
like Kihole Bayv wall ultimatehy depend in part upan
the exclusion of severe limitation of gill nets. Desig-
nating Kikalo as a Fishary Management Area woeuld
ba a reasonabie first stap o the procass, Haopefully
some far-sighted individuals and/or organizations
on the Big Island will pursue this warthy goal.

« « « George Balazs
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SHARKS: More
data needed
on the predator

FROMPAGE A-1

Holland has refined his technique

N5 Smodude SIHE- Bolleity

of Lracking tiger sharks with radio
transmitters and is picking up the
pace during the smoother winter
wenther conditions in the finsl phase
of his two-year study,

The research crew used to harpoon
a radio ifansmitter to-a large tiger
shark and follow it until they lost the
gignal. But the iransmitter wouold
; herome dislodged,
iacking diffeat.
tracking difficult,

Holland mnow
hooks o shark,
hanls it cloze to his
‘boat and turns it
on fi=2 back. The
shark goes into a
trance. Holland
makes a srnall inei-
slom on its belly
wall, inserts a
fransmitter into
itz body cavity and
sews It back up.

MNow the re-
_searchers can fol-
- low the sharks for
longer periods and
see¢ what their
long-term behav-
for: & = They
tracked one for
two days, and
tracked another,
lost it for three
months then picked it up again 10

miles away,

king seven tigers, Hol-
land sald. *We're finding out some
interesting trends. Sooner or later,
they all go straight offshore into the
deep blue water. Some go almost

after tagging, others pa-
trol the reef for 10 hours
before

offshore.”

Bulhnhﬁghll:mmdm%u&uﬂ
H.Itl:lﬂﬂg taggacl 8
labor-intensive work. Holland is ea-
ger to begin phase two, using long-
term archival tags that gather Infor-
m:ﬂpnnn;hammﬂﬂhuigeltﬂtg
permanent listening stetions to
placed off the south shore of Dahu.

The UH Sea Grant Extension Ser-
viee {8 deciding whether to fond the
listening post a5 Holland's
current project runs out in late sum-

MET Next Year,

“In a vear's time we'll have three
times a3 muoch data on these ani-
mals," he said.

That's welcome news to Wailkiki
J:%gaﬂum researcher Gerald Crow,

is ing the reproductive
habils of sharks to add to the

woefully deficient store of data, “All
the information we have now is laar-

say, Until we put it all together it's a
cloudy picture.”

At the UH rpesearch center on
Cocomut Island, Lowe just finished a
scientific paper on the habits
of Hger sharks that abo with
theories that he hopes Holland's ra-
dio telemetry studies will confirm.

Using data gathered over 30 years,
oot ol
it anything. Opporiu-
nisthcally

; they come across
and ean sw . They are hig-time
sravengers that feed on whole items.

research programs between 1958 and
16786 had any effect on preventing
shark attecks.

about catching a hig shark,
etherbee said.
*We educabe people so that so that

when a shark comes to mind, they
think it's an awesome, lnm’.rmq
fiahi, rather than hnrﬂhh_n:pmmr.
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Biologist praises Cierras
for Hanauma's turtle art

Editor:

Mahalo and congratulations
to marine artist Shaning Cierras
for his impressive new mural at
Hanauma Bay!

The sea turtles featured in this
work of art are especially attrac-
tive and lifelike. Sea turtles are

playing an increasing role in
Hawaiian ecotourism. Like
humpback whales, they enrich
our environment and contribute
to Hawaii's economic well-
being.

Thank you, Shaning, for shar-
ing your talents with all of us —
residents and tourists alike,

GEORGE BALAZS
Sea turtle bialogist
National Marine Fisheries Serpice
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QHESMH:C&:L you find a nom-
ber for game wardens or the state
agency that is supposed to enfores
fishing regulations? This (8 kapu
mullet season but | see fishermen
with nets that they leave over-
nght. [ can't find a aumber for the
people who are supposed fo en-
foree the laws.

AH!HIE Call 5870077, the Divi-
sion of Conservation and Resourc-
es Enforcement in the state De-
partment of Land and MNatural
Hesources. (I8 in the third column
on page 14 of the white pages
Hzwali government section in the
iront of the telephone book.)

In Hawail waters, mullet may
oot be taken in December, Jano-
ary or February, according to Ron-
ald Kama, Oahu braneh chisf ig
the enforcement division. Other
‘2h may be taken but regulations
specily that a oet may be left in
one place for ooly four hours ot
of a 2&-hour-period. If 2 net is left
in place for four bours, it must he
checked or tended every two
hours, KEamzs =afd,

Eama s3id enforcement of ticers
have seited pets and given cita-
tions for illegal fishing. Violations
are a petty misdemeanor, He en-
rrurages citizens to report illegal
fishing. Details on the location,
day, time. and deseription of activ-
ity are needed. “Much of our en-
forcement is through someone
calling. When a report is made we
*now there (3 a problem.” he said.

The enforcement office has
workers oo duty from 8 am, to 4
p.m, Monday throueh Friday, and
from & a.m. to midnight on Sabur-
day and Sunday. Messages may be
l=ft on the telephone recorder dur-
ing other hours.

Q: I zaw a city vehicle with the
livense plate covered with clear
plastic. | thought this was illegal,

k State law license plates on
vehicles must entirely unob-

ept
clean. A clear plastic covering is
permitted, gecording to officers in
the police traffic division. But
problems can with clear
plastic if it wurns vellow or the
reflection of light on the plastic
makes the numbers unreadable,

Q: Now that Christmas is over,
I'm taking down my greeting cards
and will throw them away, unless
you know of some sehoo] or person
who might want them,

A.'. Helen Daniels, known as the
Christemas card lady, would love 1o
nave your cards. She makes SETHP-
. books to cheer isle children who

KOKUA
LINE

aré in hospitals here d the
Chrisimas season. l.hni‘;ﬂnﬁeﬁv-
ered scrapbooks to €2 children fa
various hospitals here last week,
shve says it takes about 400 cards to
make oneé book. She has use for
Christmas cards only. The address
Lo send your box of used cards s
Helen Danbels, 1321 Kahili St., Kai-
lua, Oahuy 9ETIL

Readers Irequently ask if teach-
Erd or anyone eise want used birth-
day, anniversary or other cards,
Kokua Line has no names for those
cards from other occasions. If any
readers want such cards, mail your
name and address o the Kokua
Line address at the end of this
column.

Mahalo

*0n Dec, 18, about 1130 am. [
fell down while riding my bicyele
on Papipi Road. Leland Hindle and
mvmmﬂ:nzmhg:lpad me in ;u:.r

: another man prayed for
ﬁm Hawailan, The bus driver,
Arnold, of Ewa Beach route 48,
stopped after 8 woman saw me and
todd her there was a man there
beside the road on the ground.

*Arnold called an ambulance
and also stopped by the hospital
later to see how [ was doing, T have
a broken bone in my right arm,
Leland and David came (o see me
at home Dec. 21. Mahalo to all of
¥ou who were concerned to give
¥our help when someone else
needed help. Thank you very
much.” — Tadazhi,

Auwell!l

“Auwe 0 the woman in the
white Camry who backed her car
into ours as she tried to get her
premium parking space at the Mi-
lilami Walmart Dec. 9. She left us
Wwith two choices: back up and get
sideswiped by oncoming traffic, or
D hit by her, | guess she decided
that the stall was more important
than the car or our family's safety.
May her future shopping be filled
with crowded parking lots and
unavailable stalls.

Newd help wnth problema? Coll Kpe
kua Liie af S25-5580 oF wmite to P00,
Hox 3080, Honoluliy 36802,

Fish'nets feft ou foo fong
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Turtles need protection

M-m E-nﬂnll.lll.l
l1~loq¥ Deputy Chairman
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nasty, Lf
ol FamalTs gloms fos furiin
wall's green sea
mthunlmmnﬂuawm
8o 1 wrote Matlonal Marine Fisher-
ies Service turtle biologist George
Balazs for current information.

*Mo major breakthroughs as
yot,” Balazs wrote back, *bot 1 feel
we're much closer now than two
years ago.” Enclosed was & thick
packet of liera on recent fur-
tie tumor research.

Turile tumors are not a now
phenomenon. The first re
tumor o & turtle was in 1663
on-a New parium turtle

=5

Heightened awareness of the tu-
mor problem has led W increasing
reporis of tumors ln other ses
turtle have seen
similar in hepds in
Florida and Australia, olive !
in Costa Hica and flatbacks
Australia.

Given the miracles of modern

e
il
jo 10

i i

hope. As revealed by the stack of
reseatch papers on my desk, peo-
ple do care and are working dili-
gently on learning the causes and
creating solutions,

B 1995 has been declared the
Year of the Sea Turtle Im the
Pacific by turtle conservationists.
Join in uwpcoming activities to
teach others about the needs of sea




Vigilant citizens can help
~stop abuses of wildlife

Waisnae coast reader

ing humpback whales, We call the
Na Marine Fisheries Service
enforcement number bot all we

_Iuremrdin;.“’h:tahmldw

B Last week, a Hawali Audubon
Soviety worker told me: *Since
volunteers have been watching
Manana laland with binoculars (for

mmmwmﬁ I
the beach unglarpmlmﬂm it
gay MO LANDING, ﬂkmhnn

B One day at the Kaena Point
Mature Preserve, a friend of mine
explained to & stran that she

I
AHe
E ; Eg&
4]
5

crucial. More than ever, individo-
alz and private organizations need
i help protect and preserve Ha-
whii's wildlife,
eporting incidents hel

Whether anyone is cited, dﬂdﬁ&
at least have an idea of how preva-
lent a problem is.

Fisheries service officer Scott
Yamashita saye that whale
tions hawve decreased in Mani wa-
mhulj,llh;g

:

E.
:

i
aiit
£ 58

i
ghekels

nunt?lﬁ to mﬂ:,'mr wildlife wlgh
tions. If youo get a recording, leave
the Even if no one calls

© Wildlife Service: 541-2681.
U8, Coast Guard: 541-2500.
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Boat overturns during
green sea turtle rescue

KAHANA, Maui — A
emall rowboat overturned
yesterday morning as Maui
fishermen tried Lo rescue a
green gea turtle caught in
their gill net.

State ; conservation en-
forcement chief Keith Keau
said the 7 a.m. incident oc-
curred about 100 yards off
Kahana, where the men had
laid a net.

When the turtle became
caught in the net, two of
the men went out in a small
boat and tried to haul the
turtle and net into the boat,

Keau said. The boat cap-
gized.

A Maui fire/rescue team
went out to assist the fisher-
men, the net was cut in
half, and the turtle finally
was dragged ashore to be
untangled, he said.

The turtle was estimated
to weigh between 200 and
300 pounds. It was uninjured
although it was suffering
from tumors on its right
flippers.

“It's probably haliway
back to French Frigate
Shoals by now,” Keau said.

Tangled green sea turtle

gets helping hand

KAHANA — Maui firefighters
helped free a green sea wrtle tan-
gled in a gill net Monday moming
in waters off Kahana.

Two fishermen reported they
were picking up their fishing net
lelt overnight when their dinghy
swamped and. they discovered a
large turtle was caught in the net.

Fire Capt. Alan Pascua said by
the time Lahaina firefighters re-
sponded to the 6:50 a.m. call for
help, the fishermen were on shore
irying to rescue the turtle. They
helped cut the net in half in the wa-
ter and then dragged the turile
ashore.

The wrtle, which weighed an es-
timated 200 to 300 pounds, was
calm and allowed its rescuers to un-

mngle the net before it was set free
RN /g [15
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overturns during

green sea turtle rescue

KAHANA, Maui — A
small rowboat overturned
yvesterday morning as Maui
fishermen tried to rescue a
green sea turtle caught in
their gill net.

State conservation en-
forcement chief Keith Keau
said the T a.m. incident oc-
curred about 100 yards off
Kahana, where the men had
laid a net.

When the turtle became

caught in the net, two of
the men went out in a small

boat and tried to haul the
turtle and net into the boat,

Keau said. The boat cap-
sized.

A Maui fire/rescue team
went out to assist the fisher-
men, the net was cut in
hali, and the turtle finally
was dragged ashore to be
untangled, he said.

The turtle was estimated
to weigh between 200 and
300 pounds. It was uninjured
although it was suffering
from tumors on its right
flippers.

“It's probably halfway
back to French Frigate
Shoals by now,” Keau said,

EAHANA, Mauwi — A

W
B

oat overturns during
green sea turtle rescue

Heau said. The boat cap-

gmall rowhoat overturned
vesterday morning as Maui
fishermen iried to rescue a
green sea turtle caught in
their gill net.

State conservation en-
forcement chief Keith Keau
gaid the T am. incident oc-
curred about 100 yards off
Kahana, where the men had
laid a net.

When the turtle became
caught in the net, two of
the men went out in a amall
boat and tried to haul the
turtle and net inta the boat,

Flzed.

A Mauil fire/rescue toam
went out to assist the figher-
men, the nel was eut in
half, and the turtle finally
was dragged ashore to be
untangled, he said.

The turtle was estimated
to weigh between 200 and
300 pounds, It was uninjured
although it was suffering
from tumors on ite right
flippers.

“It's probably halfway
back to French Frigate
Shoals by now,” Keau sald.
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Authorities seek'killers

of two protected turtles

Associated Pross

HILO — State enforcement offi-
cers are looking for the people
who butchered two protected Pa-
cific green sea turtles on the Big
Island this past weekend.

A similar killing also occurred
over the weekend on Maui and
authorities are worried that a pat-
tern could be developing.

“I hope that's not the trend,” said
Lenny Terlep, chief of the Big
Island conservation enforcement
office.

“I don't want people to think it's
open season on turtles,” he said.

The Big Island turtles were
found at Wailea Bay and officers
say they were killed sometime be-
:l:reen midnight and 5 a.m. Sun-

y.

The bay is a Marine Life Conser-
vation District.

Diving or killing an animal in a
conservation district is punishable
by a year in jail and a $1,000 fine,

Federal penalties could also ap-
ply because the green sea turtle is
a threatened species, Terlep said.

A witness who was camping told
authorities he saw diving lights
coming from the ocean about 2
a.m.

Later, he went to his truck and
saw a- four-wheeldrive Chevy
- truck that wasn’t there before and
heard two men who were “loud

and boisterous.”
Killingan 3 Thgthewitnesu
: oun slaugh-
- e
MarinelLife 5., on a trail
Conserva- leading to the
P beach.
Terlep said the
District,Is witness was
“very upset.”
punishable “(The perpetra-
byayearin tors) just siaugh
allanda tered them,” Ter-
:u n'; hop aaic.
' “They butch-
fine. ered them. And

they didn't even
try to cover up what they did.”

Only the head and flippers were
left behind, he said,

In the Maui incident, enforce-
ment officers arrested two divers
suspected of killing the turtle
shortly after they dragged the ani-
mal ashore. _

Anyone with information about
the Wailea Bay turtle killings is
asked to call state conservation
officials.
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Police Beal

Rare sea turtles butchered

By Hugh Clark -
Advertiser Big Island Bureau

HILO, Hawaii — Two rare
Hawaiian green sea turtles
were found killed this week in
the Puako area of South Koha-
la, part of a state Marine L:fe
Conservation District.

State enforcement uffmials
have identified one:man and
are searching for at least one
- other they believe captured

and killed the turtles at Beach
67 parking lot between mid-
night last Sunday and 5 a.m.
Monday.

The meat and shells of the
two 50 pound-plus turtles were
taken, . but the heads, flippers
and entrails were left behind.

State Land: Department . offi-
cials asked for the public’s help
in’ identif.ying suspects.' Call
885-0670 in Waimea, 933-4291
in Hilo or-323-3141 in Kona. .

1o¢ nogoiwi Advertser Thursday, April 13,1995 A 4




Mother-of-all-sea-turtles

FacH (11 &

"'ATE one stormy night, 1
lay in bed wide awake,
unahle to sleep. Wind
shrieked through the

cracksin my lanai doors and waves
crashed upon the shore, [ tossed. T
turned. Exasperated, | finally got

up, dressed and went for a walk on
the beach.

AL the water’s edge, o
suall drove stinging raln iy
face, Shivering, I pulled up the
hood of my jacket and trudged on,

head down, anms crossed in front
of me, feet sinking deep into the
soft, wet sand.

Moments later. a huge wave
broke at my ankles, soa the
bottom af my jeans. I was
ping up the steep incling of the
beach to avold petting doused by
the next wave when [ noticed a
dark mase on the white sand just
ahead of ma,

I squinted into the black night
and =aw that the mass was a huge
fomals preen sea turtle, more than
4 feet bong and weighing at least
400 pounds. Enthralled, T watched
a5 she reached forward with her
flippers, dug them into the sand,
then with tremendons effort,
shoved her enormous body up the
beach. She lurchod forward again,
than again,

When she was high on the
beach, T heard a moan, I stood
Fmiymd.ﬂanmrtlpum!'men

heard what sounded lke a sob. .

Slowly, | tiptoed toward the ma-
Jestic creature, knelt in the sand
and looked into her face. The sight
of tears dripping from her large,
dark eves Instantly brooght tears
to my eves, Wa stared st each
other for & long moment, then |
started to oreep away to give this
endangerad animal some privacy.
“Trattor!" I heard her rasp as [
began 10 back off.

“What?" I said, astonished.

“Fou tricked us," she hissed,

*“Tricked you?

“¥ou humans tricked us. You set

pet Uk We stopped {leging. Some
of us éven came to ke your gan-
. Bl Poorswimming P

etar-Bullelin

A-2 O Monday, May 1, 1995

1L

laments human treachery

“Oh, we lke vou, too,” [ said

“HAH!" she spat.

1 watched two of my children
slanghtered by men at Puako last
week In what the turtles thought

was a safe « Just days befope
that, one of my young nieces was
butchered in Maui. And two weeks

augo, two of my sons Wwere mur-
déered by men in Kauai ™

Shea turned hor head away from
me, "We trusted you," she sobbed.
“And you betraved us.”

“You have it all wrong. Almost
all of us here love you and want to
help vou. It's just a fow bad hu-
mans who break our laws™

“It doesn't matier to us Trust (s
trust; death is death. And for

rotected by state and federal
aws, Call the National Marine
Fisheries Service or the Depart-
ment of Eand:and Natural Re-
sources if you can help identify
any suspects in these cowardly
crimes that hurt ws all.

Susun Scott 18 & wierne scienog

Arriter and adthor of three books about
Houwaii's environment. Her Oecan

Watch columin appears Mordoy in the

"y
w
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Four arrested for poaching
protected green sea turtles

Q Penalty includes
up one-year in jail,
or a fine of $1,000

By Crystal Kua
Tribune-Herald

State enforcement officers
Wednesday night arrested two
men and two boys in last
weekend’s killing of two pro-
tected Pacific green sea turtles
at Wailea Bay,

Liebert Ignacio, 20, of Ha-
waiian Paradise Park and Ed-
die Poai, 19, of Hilo were

. each charged with two counts

of killing a threatened spe-
cies, said Lenny Terlep, the
Big Island’s chief conserva-
tion enforcement officer.

The charge is a misdemea-
nor punishable by up to a
year in jail or $1,000 fine.

Ignacio and Poai were re-
leased without having to post
bail, pending further

. investigation.

Also arrested were a
15-year-old Hawaiian Para-
dise Park boy and a 14-year-
old Hilo boy. They were re-
leased into the custody of
their pEIl‘:nlEf

Terlep said they also face
possible federal charges be-
cause the National Marine

Fisheries Service is also look-
ing into the matter.

The turtles were killed
within the Wailea Bay Mar-
ine Life Conservation District
in the area known as Beach
67.

A witness camping at the
beach saw diving lights in the
water and heard loud talking
at about 2 a.m.

The witness then found the
remains of the two turtles ab-
out three hours later along the
trail leading to the beach,

The turtles weighed 40 to
50 pounds a piece but only
the head and flippers were
left behind.

The four who were arrested
were camping at Beach 67 at
the time, Terlep said,

An anonymous phone call
at 4 p.m. Wednesday led of-
ficers to the suspects. “We
picked them up at their
home,” Terlep said.

- “They took the shells and
the meat and divided it
amongst themselves,” Terlep

Terlep said his officers re-
covered the two turtle shells,
turtle meat, the net used to
capture the turtles, and the
vehicle used in the incident.

Terlep said the parents of
these voungsters realized the
seriousness of the offense.
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Cases are heard in

By GEORGIA MOSSMAN
Teadl Weiker |

*The following cases were resodved in District Courts
pround the Eland during the months of Movember and
December by Judges Nakea and Gerald Mat-
sunaga and Per Diem Judges Joseph Kobayashi and
Frank Rothschild. ke ol
Information on the rexulis couri hearings is
not avallable until all the records are completed 5o the
defendant’ § in cowrt wag several mondhs
prior io this report, and the acrual incidend may have
happened months before the cowri appearance.

the origingl charges have been

bargaining. Theft in the 4th degree wually refers i

. M:ﬁ?ﬂr‘ﬁmm
is granied, o firsi-tme . pErson
remaing arrest-free for a specified lengih of rime, the
charge will be erared from hix or her crimingl record

Charges dismirzed withowl prejudice could be
réinstated loter. [ cater where there are felony
charges, the mater could be taken up later by the

‘;tm?hﬂindﬂ'uhiumu‘hpim

with _ af Ahakini,
in violatios of the endangered species act. Through
plca ing, Inerl io plead o oo
oinint il the charges Quereio wers
then he was fined $500,

and he hag o make restitution for the damages.,
' For trespassing, Nathan Nobriga, 13, of Kolea was
fined $150.

Charged with barassment, Alber Bacad, 1B, of
Lihu'e was granted 8 DAG plea; fined 3250; and he
must atend an Allermatives o Yiolence (ATY) course.

A trespassing charge nested Melvin Robley, 20, of
Puhi a fine of 5350,

Charged with bail jumping and thefi 4th degree,
Mickolas Mickos, 33, was given a 40-day jail sentence.

An barassment charge nested Carolyn Moniz, 20,
of Hanapepe, & 350 fins,

For a use permit violation, Joseph Moura of Kapa‘a
was fined 5150,

When Russell Reynolds of Lawa'i showed the judge
proof of new insurance, he was fined 3500 for having
driven without ingurance.

On an harassment charge, Editha Perex, 44, of
Kapa's was fined $50.

For writing a bad check, Sharolyn Cardenas, 33, of
Kapa's was fined 3300,

For CPD #ih degree, Jonathan Pila, 24, of Whailua

wmsﬁ&uﬁmmdmwm
Wesley

of a small amount of masijuans was granted
a DAG ples; fined 5200; and he has 10 have a sub-
siance sbuse evaluation.

For theflt 3rd degree, Ann Bowers, 24, of Kapa's
wad granted a DAG plea and she must donate 50 hoors
10 COmmunity SErvice.

Michael L. Scost, 32, of Princeville, charged with
CPD 3nd and ierrorisiic threatening, was placed on
protation for one year; he must dooate 140 hours to
community service; pay #4355 restitotion for damagess
have a substance ahuse evaluation; and stay sway from
the victim for a year.

For disorderly conduct, Simon Jude Texeira, M, of
Kealia was fined S100 and given a 10-duy jail sen-
tence, which was suspended. -

For gambling, Pamrick Makaula, 19, of Kapa'a was
fined 550.

On an harassment charge, Joseph Hosino, 44, of
Kilauea was given & 30-day jail gentence.

COm two coants of Lloyd Palmeira, 22,
of Kapa'a was placed on for six monihs;
given five weekends in jail; fined $250; he must make
51,320 restinotion; and he must successfully compleis
an ATV course,

For criminal property damage 4th degree,
Raymond Bapozo, Jr., 35, of Kapa'a was fined $200;
he must make $300 restuion; and he must continue
treatment

Soren Stiehl, 27, of Anshols was given a sevnen
weekend jail sentence on an harssment charge.

For assault, disorderly wonduct and
Thomas P. McCarthy, 39, of Kapa‘s was sent 1o jail

Kaua*

e R



Four arrested for poaching
protected green sea turtles

[ Penalty includes
up one-year in jail,
or a fine of $1,000

By Crystal Kua
Tribune-Herald

State enforcement officers
Wednesday night arrested two

men and two boys in last

weekend’s killing of two pro-
tected Pacific green sea turtles
at Wailea Bay.

Liebert Ignacio, 20, of Ha-
waiian Paradise Park and Ed-
die Poai, 19, of Hilo were
. each charged with two counts
of killing a threatened spe-
cies, said Lenny Terlep, the
Big Island’s chief conserva-
tion enforcement officer.

The charge is a misdemea-
nor punishable by up to a
year in jail or $1,000 fine.

Ignacio and Poai were re-
leased without having to post
bail, pending further
. investigation,

Also arrested were a
15-year-old Hawaiian Para-
dise Park boy and a 14-year-
old Hilo boy. They were re-
leased into the custody of
their parents.”

Teriep said they also face
possible federal charges be-
cause the National Marine

Fisheries Service is also look-
ing into the matter.

The turtles were killed
within the Wailea Bay Mar-
ine Life Conservation District
in the area known as Beach
67.

A witness camping at the
beach saw diving lights in the
water and heard loud talking
at about 2 a.m.

The witness then found the
remains of the two turtles ab-
out three hours later along the
trail leading to the beach.

The turtles weighed 40 to
50 pounds a piece but only
the head and flippers were
left behind.

The four who were arrested
were camping at Beach 67 at
the time, Terlep said.

An anonymous phone call
at 4 p.m. Wednesday led of-
ficers to the suspects. “We
picked them up at their
home,” Terlep said.

- “They took the shells and
the meat and divided it
amongst themselves,” Terlep

Terlep said his officers re-
covered the two turtle shells,
turtle meat, the net used to
capture the turtles, and the
vehicle used in the incident.

Tetlep said the parents of
these youngsters realized the
seriousness of the offense.
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4-arrested in turtle deaths: -

HILO (AP) — Two men have been charged with killing a
threatened species for the slaughter of two protected Pacific green sea
turtles at Wailea Bay,

Two teen-age boys were also arrested in connection with the April
9 slaughter. The boys were released to their parents.

Liebert Ignacio, 20, of Hawaiian Paradise Park, and Eddie Poai,
19, of Hilo, were charged after they were arrested Wednesday night
by state enforcement officers, said Lenny Terlep, chief of the Big Is-
land conservation enforcement office,

The men could also face federal charges, because the green sea
turtle is a threatened species, An anonymous telephone call led the
officers to the suspects and the recovery of two turtle shells and turtle
meat, Terlep said.

The four had been camping in the area when the heads and flippers
of the butchered turtles, believed to have weighed 40 to 50 pounds
apiece, were discovered by a fellow camper, he said.
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Honoring mothers’ labor

in human, animal worlds
| 4 b |

e
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Hy Susan Scatt
Y|

N a Labor Day long ago,
during a picnic, my
mother went into lahor

and sebsequontly pave
birth to my brother. This was such
a huge event in my 1l-year-old
mind that the Labor Day holiday
was permanently marked as a cele-
bration of motherhood.,

It wasn't untll much later, how-
ever, during my clinleal training
in mursing school, that I learned
the true meaning of motherly la-
bor. At 18 I witnessed my [first
human labor and delivery, so casy-
ally called L&D in the maternity
wards, Wide-eved and gaplng, I

_ﬂm ‘woman endured, and

promptly forgot,

Human females probahly aren't
the only ones that have pain dur-
ing the hirth process,

ONIZ-'E. years ago, after sailing

to Lanai’s Manele Bay, I

Blruck up 4 conversation with the

barbor mistress there, She had

her Erxp:rmnnum mmmm
with

“Sometimes I sit for hours on
this bluff at night, just listening,”
she told me. “I can hear femals
humpbacks laboring."

“You mean in labor? As in giving
birth?"

n?m:l

I raised an evebrow, *How can
you tell thev're in labor?™

“I hear their sgony. Sometimes It
Eﬂfn;h. on all night,”

I can also hear their doy when
the calf finally comes out,
"MIIII:II £

I left as politely as 1 could. This
New Age, communing-with-whales
stuff was not for me,

Later, I climbed that same biuff
and sat silent for a long time,
watching the ocean. Gradually, my
shepticism softened. Who was 1 to
sny i whale didn't suffer the pains
of lahor or the joy of birth — and
“be vocal about it in the process?

« | have never seen, or heard, a

whale give birth, but I was onpe
lucky enough to watch a green sea
turtle lay her eggs,

Now there's labor.

Female sea turtles must haul
their heavy bodies up the sandy

must “row” themselves op the

This is exhausting work. The
turtle reaches forward with her
front flippers, digs into the sand,
then with visible effort heaves
herself forward, So tiring are
these “steps,” the turtles must rest
after just one or two,

“Do you think its painful?” I
hispered.

One of the male biologists
shrugged. “Who knows? When
they're laying, it's like they're in a
kind of trance”

“Trance?™ the female hinlogist
scoffed. *She's In labor,"

Labor Day is a good time to
remember all mothers, homan and
animal, who give life through their
labor. It may be the ultimate work
experloneea,

Susan Seott {5 4 marine sclence

=

Hawail's environment. Her Ocean
Wotch column appears Mondey in the
Star-tulletin,
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By MARE FICE. Specisl to the Star-Bulletin

Students from Hawail Preparatory Academy maneuver a green sea turtle into the water after tagging the animal,

Students vital to turtle research on Big Isle

The field hands assist scientists studying the threatened Hawaiian sea creature

By LEILAN 5 HING
apeei! dr e Slor-Hllenn

CHALA COAST, Hll.;gj — Thir-

Ing his high school years, Scott

Lindsey spent many hours ob-

serving green sea turtles along
Kibodo Bay.

When he gradoated from Hawall Pre-
paratory Acpdemy last vear, he took with
him an interest in environmental issues,
spurred by his fleldwork.

*To actually catch tortles, to sctually
hangile them, be there when they're
measured amnd weighed — it's valuable
landson experience vou can'l get any
tther way,” said Lindsey, now a Universi-
¥ of Texad computer engineering stu-
dent who has returned to help with the
turtle research this summer.

Since 1587, he and other students at
the privale schoal have helped scientists
study the threatened Hawaiian green sea
turtle, which has suffered from mysieri-
ous viruses, marine debris dumped by
humans and destruction of nesting sites.

Each vear, 6 students in grades eight
to 12 sign up for the National Marine

Fisheries Serviee Cooperative Sea Turtle
Mesearch Program, said assistant head-
masier Mare Rice.

"It got me inlo understanding the
bethavior of sea animals,” said Lindsey.
“And it definitely made me ook at the
ocean and wildlife management in a
totally different way,"

The students work under the supervi-
sion of Qeorge Balars, soologist with the
Mational Marine Fisheries Service,

Balazs, leader of the Honolulu Labora-
tory Marine Turtle Research Program,
has conducted lomg-term studies of
Ereen sea furthes in nearshore waters for
more than two decades,

His studies chronicle growth rates,
food sources, habitat use, developmental
and reproductive migrations, underwa-
ter behaviors, health status and popula-
tiom trends of the creatures.

Kiholo Bay, on the Kohala Coast of the
Big Island, s one area of focus. And the
students serve as field assistants on his
‘West Hawaik data collection expeditions.

“These young pesple have been instru-
mental in helping our agency make
major advances in the knowledge of sea
turtles residing in cosstal waters of the

Big Island.” he satd. I coubdn’t function
without them.”

The students help Balazs capture, mea-
sure and tag sea turtles ai Hopaunauw,
Hahaluw, Kiholo, Mauna Lani and Puako.

The students hand-capiure turtles by
snorkeling at night or by using large-
mesh tangle nets carefully tended to
prevent injory, Balazs sajd.

A recent research project involved
spending 600 hours, both during the day
:land night, tracking 10 turtles at Kiholo

ay.

Hice said the fieldwork and hands-on
experience help students understand the
importance of data collection,

Beyond academic benefits, students
gain ondthe-job experience in teamwork
and self-esteem, *“When you've got 15 or
20 people going on an overnight field
trip, a lot of logistics and planning go into
it Riee said.

And the students learn about them-
selves,

“It takes something to jump in the
water when it's pitch black at night — a
moment of self-evaluation, arning you
can do things you never knew you could.
It helpa buodld selfesteom.”
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Police Beat

Disabled boat towed

from waters off runway

The Coast Guard towed a dis-
abled boat from waters off Ho-
nolulu Airport’s reef runway
late yesterday afternoon.

The 19-foot pleasure craft,
carrying five people, apparently
hit a sea turtle, which knocked
a propeller off its engine at
about 5 p.m. The Coast Guard

towed it to Keehi Marina. No
one was injured.




Researchers
use satellite
to track

sea turtles

By Craig Qunintana
Orlando Sentinel

MELBOURNE, Fla. — Sud-
denly =zet free, the green sea
turtle surges toward the surf,
breast-stroking her way over
the beach at a foot-a-swipe

pace.
The 310-pound reptile leaves

several excited scientists and
anervera in her zingle-minded,
sand-spraying wake.

“That's the green turtle ver- |
gion of hotfooting it,” said L.M.
“Doc" Ehrhart, a University of
Central Florida researcher and |,
geientist, ||
* A wave breaks over the tur-
tle’s shell, and she disappears.
About 50 yards off the beach,
her head breaks the surface —
followed by the antenna of the
fransmitter Ehrhart just glued
to her back.

“Don't forget to phone
home,” said Barbara Schroeder,
Ehrhart's research partner and
a scientist with the Florida De-

artment of Environmental

tion.

Sometime this week, comput-
er users should be able to be-
gin to follow the movements of
“No. 88" and three other en-
dangered green turtles outfit-
ted recently with High-tech sat-
ellite tags by Ehrhart and

- 3chroeder.
Periodically when the ani-
rnnls surface to breathe, the
h-tech devices will report
ations to orbiting satellites.
, That information will be

2 ed the world via the
P, e

—

rrct.

In parf.ne:rahip with a Gaines-
le,* Fla.,, environmental|
'nup, the researchers are!
ting results of their ongoing
on 'turtle migration on
orld Wide Web.

~ ‘Ehrhart and Schroeder want
in know where Florida-nesting
.a'l.urtles go when they're not
“laying eggs — in effect, how
sthey live most of their lives,

L

* Scientists’ knowledge of
- green turtles has been limited
“mostly to the brief encounters
nwith female turtles they ob-
swberve nesting along Florida's
*Atlantic coast. The result has
H'i:rm a look through a keyhole
-for researchers who require a
Sfpanoramic view.

Although researchers have

t years marking green tur-
es with metal clips on their
ippers, none of the brands has

®ver been recovered from a

ﬂng or dead turtle anywhere
tlse This may not be surpris-
ing because the animals avoid
¥ le and are few in number,
i hart said.

; The satellite tags are sup-
F[' osed to help fill in the blank.
: The devices, about the size of
& Sony Walkman, transmit the
::iﬁme’s position, the duration of
. last dive and the water
perature,

.ﬁ. number of factors conspire

Insr. getting good data, in-
uding the position of the sat-
lite in orbit, weather patterns

d wave patterns, Schroeder '

id. The devices have about
*&ight months of battery time.

Although technically resi-

dents of the world, many of

2 turtles nesting in Florida

ay actually be state residents |

hout their lives, accord-

g to early data. More than

of the turtles W|th|
Hn:ular devices in 1994 and
+¥995, appeared to gtraight to
the FluPrEdn Keys. i
' The researchers say they
i need a few more vears of
tellite tracking before they
say some or most of the
8 nesting in Florida reside
the Keys,

But if the theory is borne out
by this and future years of tag-
ging, it could be important for
the survival of the species. Un-
Hke in parts of the Caribbean
or Central America, where the
good-tasting turtles are still
harvested, the animals are pro=

by U.S. and state law in
Rlorida.
"It makes protecting them
ier if they are in U.S. wa-
rs,” Ehrhart said.

L
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Letiers

Turtles need protection

Ihave spent many hours a week taking issues of our !
tsland much to heart. [ am now taking up another -
issue in which I believe very sirongly. Our toriles are -
either endangered or near to endangenment depending
~ on their specics. -

I was truly upset recently when [ was snorkeling
and watched & tour boat Back up 1o me by a maiter of"
3 feet. Not only was | surprised, but the group of wr- -
tles that were conting 1o the surface for their air were
scared by the boat's soung, and it just backed up right’
over where they had been on| ¥ moments before. [
stayed where I was just to see if anyone would ac;
knowledge me or if they would just keep going, am] ;
that is exactly what they did do. | was of ng impor-
tance, let alone these lively, at the moment, tonjes,

As the boat was being anchored, a CIEWman pros: -
ceed to get on the microphone and tol] the 30-40 wrav:
elers that this is “*Turtle Town’ and we hope you-
enjoy seeing, taking pictures of. and swinmining with
them. They are endangered so please don’t ride on -
© them!” “t

Excuse me! This was certainly not what [ though.
the mah was going to aunounce at all. It has been a -
trie blessing for me 1o sppreciate these magmilicent .
. Creatures. My eapectation of this “learned” nian on .
the vesse] was to wam these tavelers of how endan-.
gered these precious creatures are and 1o loake every.’
precaution that they should not get 1o close 1o them or
1 harass them in any way and io really einphasize the ..
Farily and beauty of them. To protect them most of all,

I would like the public 1o have a Ineeting, inviting .
all the boat owners and captains to aend and have-
someone who knows the needs and precautions for-
these beautiful creatures laught to them so that we can-
cortect the wrong that is being done by this Elljn]"lblﬂ-‘

wetivily. i _
Rihet

Aoue £ le



Uaaz 10 ppo Jayile uo ysi
EISUEE JoU-[[E Bursole "2 Em
-X2 Jo4 'Usy o) pasofe apdoad
JO Jaquinu ayy uo EIWE] W
193] 000'E A0J panadE
SARY #9U 40US YINos SWos
pres 'Josiadadng JUIWSIIo)Ud
HMTI ' orpdeT [eeyonp Eeu
=.n jo mfua] a Bupnor] W
“JUSLIBIIN S J3)
-1aq 10} FjU [ENPATPUL 0] SFUE0
-if weuetiiad v Supgaeny @
Fupniou) samng s ul SupyEg
U sjemaar o adags [Euon
“Ippe pasjuold sERgo HNTO
HAE T[S A8 pasea]
BTN SSUSH UD =31 3q O] JJUEYD € YSI] PITIS
paseq SjuswudiEse YIa 'SAEp  ~I3pUn pue gafjan padder) saad

PiE= uos
-iAy ‘HIgF SHUEL Spasu SIpLe
pue gsip Jof jedpnog 8 EMElH
‘sayeis . ayy e Suowy

"PrE= 2y
‘panss] adam Bumau M Jadoad
=[] 3§ EUORED O B0 syiuen
1 1me[ a3} Suping ES0dnosE
-3J BULIEI 3,JEMEH [odjed 5120
-0 UM 81 4Aquo ‘Apuasmy
"RASDI0 JUIEIDIIOITD SUle
alo alpy 01 L9UoW J0) aIn)
~B|S[@e] oYy} ¥s5u [[n ou=lade]
uag CAOCS piEE  TOS[IML

uopyeniag UL "E6ET Ul pats :..h
=252 SEM PIYIIQIUN ol
BulaEa] Jof U] JROT-04) ¥
"USNE} YEY JO STIE BT} JNoqE
SAfIRRE 1 uade sl sy Anead
=300 28 J0U Uaym  poe de ue
gl 1ou i@ B Bumaes, 1eq) pappe
2407 JNY FYI0NE UEY aatosard
0] E3[NJI ININE pafemooua peqg
BISUE]] [EfMAUMIOD JUI0S DIES
E[EO[J0 HUNI0 Ppue ‘ples amor]
“[yusiey &) Fupnsa (@ e N
uaNE] yEy
ayy jo juaadad g 1oj JUn0IoE
04 “FEE Al U] sIags)y 1dods
000'00Z 91 JO 00O'0T AW
-xoudde dn ayew sraysy jau-{|
PIEE “HN'TA oY) qiia 151800l

jenbe ue ‘smor] Ljdaquipy

o EATpA
0} Y el gy LI2AD h._”_..ﬁ.._.r._}_
0] mnd e O 831, "Aep

~1a313a4 asuarajuod sgaxd apie
~UEan0 UE 18 ‘S2aI0sa)] [emen
pue pueT  jo juaurdedag a3
JO URWIMEGD "UOS[IA [SEYNW
pPlEs _"U0WaII0JUd ME] 00
JE0ILTE I}l WESI0 U3 Ul VEOD
Eap jo BB S[3] S5SLL.
“UMOIP pUR pajSus)us SuIod
-aq os[e sy padden uo paag o
SWod JE] Sa[1In) pue ‘sip s
~SIM0s JYINED S08 18} YEY PITis
~JAPUN = 8P 0] SUTMU0E —
Buop o5 1o sowpd up 139] oq wed
sRu I asnesog A[eBa] uaye

2 07 [[EwE ool ysij dedy uay
=0 — 8N 1 4q HomE awod
=3 yFSll M Uy S30t] gAnodq
urpag o] Jdu=ie 19 Y Ssne
=2 151 p={Ea — 5120 D
=R
:..% 0] Bayauj g Woll §jeu
) Jo aZ|® s WEAALPURL SU)
IFERIIU] FuopEmEal smeu Sy,
R ER
Jjo R{a0yE Hujjpupsp. s jigaeq
aategard diay pnoa saduerga
eyl Aw3 B[E[OIII0 2)EIE pUE
"LGRT "I "wer 10aya our of Aoy
=100 [[1¥ U0 SUOHMIISII Mal]

INEM JFERS FEIARY
moRya( £3awp Ag

UOCOS }03}° Ul SajNnA u@.....___m MON

v

IIVMVH

ASTHRADY TN{OUOH Y,

0B08-GZ5 4880 Al

® 966} "5 Jaquwadag ‘fepung




‘Seeing sea turtles proves

llr F

:thrilled. Turtles seemed to be ev-
erywhere,

- It's a mirache that we encounter
.sea turtles in the wild teday, even
!in a sanctuary, These sncient rep-
iles are constant victims of dis-
eage, poaching and habitat de-
igtruction. Yet, here they are,

i This beau “:I“ﬁhwiﬂa sand,
known as
and cool to the touch.

And therein lis the problem.
incubating egg temperatures de-
termine the gex of sea turtlo hatch-
ings. Cooler temperatures pro-

males, warmer lemperatures
. make females, So, if the Baha-

&

gonserv tion paying off

nﬂhnnndnmhlﬂwm
cooler than native Florida sand
there's A chance ll.lha'l.nhlinam
turtles waoidld be male,

) are
the world's

Besearchers have set up a sita to
hatch a test bateh of turtle eges in
Bahamalan sand. After hatching,
the baby tortles will make their
usual run for the sea, then Univer-
aity

For the sake of our health, we
lhuamguvjug

who have sirokes of-

Aten suffer brain damage
from lack of oxygen.

However, sea turtles have a
huilt-in method of coping with low
levels of oxygen to the braln,
Somehow, turtles slow their brain
activity wh.ila underwater, en-
ahﬂngmemtﬂmwhmwgadmr
up to thres hours,

Scientists are trying to mimic
the way turtles survive with such
little air, testing drugs that imitate
this function.

Preliminary results suggest that

a person given such a drug within
mminmﬂhrhg:nmm
have just half the normally sus-
tained brain damage.

Most of us Hawaii residents
don’t nesd medical excoses to en-
tiee us into protecting sea turtles
and their eggs. The majority of us
already love these native reptiles
that grace our shores.

But this isn't true of everyone
here. Recent cages of turtle poach-
ing in Hawail that we still
mgdmhlr in both teach-

mnmnﬂnnhmm
lnﬂeni'nrdnsa:hﬂngllm

It's an uphill battle with plenty
of frustration. But there are re-
wards. You can see them grazing
on the reefs.

Susas Scoft {8 o viariee scicmea
writer and cuther of three books about
Hawail's eavironment. Her Ocean
Watch column oppears Monday in the
Star-FBulletin.
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n at ends of the

Kealia Pond National Wﬂiﬁ;ﬂﬂhﬂﬂ. The rare hawksbill lurties are
retuming to thelr nesting grounds and have cooaslonally made their way
the

A pair of “turtie ero

onto busy North Kihai Road, Motoriss are asked to slow

;mn.mlymnmmmmmEmmm aptiles.

gﬂwﬁmmmm:n
. iﬂh:lnnﬂmhm;?dn
eqse off the accelerator a amd

| watch out for any of the slow-mov-
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Lirs. Hobori Mams and [ Aba Zanc of the Maks
Aramal Clinic m Kailus with & Eline frkms

of Dps, Robert Morsis and Alon Zane of Maks:

Amamal Chrsc in Kathm, offering patients saic-
ol=the ar venennary care while maimaining o family-
Lype mmasphen: has been one of the most challeng-
g, vet rewanding mspecls of YOEnsAry pricics

*We mlways spy we hate 5o get ton busy,” Dr.
Moo sxvs. "You need wo be able o spend enough
time with peeple hul you alsn need o inke Gme o
kep wp with Sducation,”

Becuse the Makal Ammal Chme is o mesher
of AAHA e Amenicas Amamnl Hospiml Associe-
tice. Dirs, Marris ond Zane say lhere ane alway's
plenty of oppanunitses for conliseang velenmany
pdcation. Nalomal and regioeal confetences ang
hedd every yenr that they 1ry 1o ailend ax well as
feemag up with AAHAS reading material and
viden Lapes on velerinary medicine's Imiesi trends
and new techmalogy.

In additom 1o thetr prneral veternary pracic,
Both Dir Mooris and D, Zame have individual anens
of imteresl For De Zase, §t's pedisinc velerizary
medicine - specifically puppses. He developed an
mierest i thal orea several vears agn when he first
sraned giving plvecsl examunalioos 1 the puppics
imported into Hawaii by Pet's Central

For . Mowels, who obtsised a sasiers depnee
in Marinz Bivdogy and was curainr o severl aquar
s BEOn MECOmIBg a velerinarsn, 1I0s Hawsi'
endanpered green se2 luriles as wel as monk seais
He a:1s ax 8 consuliant far the Maticnal Marne
Figheries depenment and &lso assisis with the
rehahifitatios of monk seals af Sen Life Park

Im Epive of &l e exciung new wecheologi:
developments im velerisary medicine thal have
opened up o wide array of pew Rporcaches and
Lreatrments For patients, Dres. Moomisand Lame bebeve
that there is s(ill a lot to be said for pood servies
wd & persnmalized approach &0 velerinary medicing

*Ferss impreasions are important. Whesher its
the peopie wp fronl in he reception arez or the tecke
of velerinarians,” says e Moers. "These days,
DOTSUMETS Are MK meare. You have in main@in
oo service and be able o communicaie and ke
people Enow wial's availahle. Even il for mast
porieas, ii's jush @ yesey sil s iy 10 make i 2

- worihwhile experience " g
70\

ub

N e
3 |

o T\

SCOMPLETE DIAGHOSTIC AP ROACH AMAILARL
WITH INDIVICHIAL [H-DEPTH EVALLIATICN FOR
COMPANIDN AND EXOTIC PETS,
=ADAMCED SURGICAL PROCEDMUAES OFFERED

sFATHOPEDICS sMICROSURGERY
s TOTAL HIF AREPLACEMENT #IAAL BURGERY
sNELIRCEURGERY sEOFT TIESUE
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Turtle tumors trﬁuhllng

The recent photo and short anticle (Sept. 5) about a
dead green turtle with tumors washing ashore at
Kaanapali once again emphasizes the problems still
confronting this special ocean animal in Hawaii.

The issues of fibropapilloma tumor disease, acci-
dental entanglement and death in gill nets, and illegal
hunting and harassment continve to plague this
species. Researchers and conservation officials here
and across the nation are working hard to deal with
these and other problems confronting sea turtles.

Protection under the U.S. Endangered Species Act
over the past |7 years has resulted in some positive
signs of sea turtle recovery in Hawaii.

But the process needs to continue unimpeded by ab-
normal levels of disease and other types of mortality
and stress. The average green turtle in Hawaiian wa-
ters requires more than two decades to grow to matu-
rity and become large enough to migrate many hun-
dreds of miles to reproduce (at French Frigate
Shoals), }

Sed turtles found dead, dying from disease, or in-
jured from spear wounds or boat collisions are fre-
quently flown to Honolulu for treatment or au
by veterinary specialists. Personnel of the State of
Hawali's Division of Aquatic Resourcés and the
Division of Consérvation and Resource Enforcement
on Maui regularly respond to reports of mrtles in trou-
bie. Their outstanding efforts are worthy of praise by
the community. The public should support their work
wherever possible.

George H. Balazs

Marine Turtle Research
NOAA/NMFS Honolulu Laboratory

Moe }ews (Lers) £7-13-95




Efforts ongoing to find
cause of turtle tumors

Enﬂhﬂﬁbﬁﬁﬂmtﬂtmmﬁ & lot of
fime in the ocean and has noticed that most, if not
all, of the turthes he sees have wmors, He wants to know
what suthorities are doing about it.
TrY
There hive been a lob of studiss about this worldedde

i PR bl
ruﬂaduﬂdmlupmﬁfﬁnpiﬂﬂuﬂeﬁnﬂ

a:flr a8 Flonids and Hawaii.
Mirine FisheriesiService, the U5, Fish
mwmmmﬁam of Land

imd Matural Besources are protécting and
conducting research on Hawaiian sea turtles. The Nation-
al Marine Fisheries Service has an ongoing inlénsive re-
dearch program at many sites throughout the islands,

Cmly Inst week o dead green sea turtle washed ashore
m‘ﬁ’mllmnwthmma]lwun.

Mational Marine Fisheries Service turtle biologist
George Balars said that in spite of recent modest increas-
es in the Hawsiian sea turtle population, sty ane
atill concerned about the long-term effects of the
dhu:'-:.“\'ujmmm indicates that a vires al-
most certainly is the cause of disesse. I's & virus that
ifoes not affect humans, though.

et to be discovered, Balazs said, is how the virus is
transmitted and why it has infacted rtles in certain ar-
et in the last decade. Scientists are looking to discover
ways to contain, control end cure the disease at the popu-

latiom bevel,

© “A lot of peaple are very concerned about this,” Bal-
azg gaid. [ nm across - all the time who feel a lot
of pain for what is to these creatures. [
-wpuldn't with that."

The news is that researchers have made lots of
progress in the last five years, ind Balars predicis that
the next five years will bring the kind of successes that
will camapult sclentizis close 1o their goal,

Many pet owners act irresponsibly
hnupuu:ﬂniduj.umil marfing ahout some -
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Thva el N Tl phioto
years ago. Federal and state officlals have been
trying to determine the cause of the problem for
the past decada.

Pet owmers are not sent reminders when their pet 1i-
censes are due to expine,
Ag for the scoop on poop, Heole says if peis defecate

ina and the owner scoops it up and it in a trazh
o it & responsible way, %E " But those
who allow their pets io drop waste lwhatebuuh:n'
own yard could be cited a5 a " fnuisance be subject-
ndtnﬁmannmu;mmmﬂnuﬂﬂu
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« Ifyou spot a sea turtle
- . feasting, callnow ..

An interesting story Sept. 9 by Star-
ffulletin reporter Greg Ambrose re-
on the painful sting beach-goers
an suffer from a new and larger type
of Portuguese man-of-war now drifting
into Hawaiian waters. It is worthwhile
tb sdd that many sea turtles worldwide
gre’prominent predators of jellyfish,
which they consume opportunistically
Without apparent discomfort or harm.
‘I'Records exist of our Hawaiian sea
turtles sporadically feeding on the nor-
. smaller form of man-of-war. Our
arch program of sea turtles within
the Protected Species Investigation of
the National Marine Fisheries Service
would like to hear from anyone seeing
ai-turtle eating the new species now
{avading Hawaiian waters.

s Besides having much larger floats
(ap to 6 inches long), the new jellyfish is
cpbalt blue and armed with thicker,
lenger and more numerous stinging
tentacles. Please telephone your report
to 943-1276. A recorder will take your
message whenever personnel are un-
able to answer the phone. .

GEORGE H. BALAZS
Marine Turtle Research
NOAA/NMFS Honolulu Laboratory
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Wastin Maui gecurity officers Tom Pope (left) and Ted Jalmes wheal g
a dead green sea turlle to a conservalion officer's truck in Kaanapali.
The turtle was found washed up on the baach sarfier Monday morm-,
ing. Department of Land and Nalural Resources aquatic resources
biologist Skippy Hau said today the turlle weighed under 100 pounds
and apparently died from tumors growing internally and externally. A
pair of lumors were visible around the turtle’s eyes. Hau said i was
the first report ol a dead turile on Maul's west side "in a long time.”
He added, “We havent had any recent reporis of turtles with tumors
on that side of the island.”

Thi el Hews f MATTHE'W THAYEHR photos
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[PROTECTING AW ALFS FISHERY
by Bob Endreson

Accident or Negligence?

For several weeks, many scientists and fishery manag-
ers were crying foul in the wake of some of the budget cuts
Congress was considering, while others were continuing
their research, business as usual. One situation that has
come to light Involves both groups of sclentists and one
endangered species.

We were told that there wouldn’t be any additional
funding for monk seal ressarch, and many were worried
that this would be a sad end to yet another endangered
species, However, afler reviewing & report prepared by a
schentist with the National Marine Fisheries Service
{NMF5), it appears that it was research and lack of
supervision that caused the deaths of two of these ani-
mals, animals that the NMFS was trying to save.

According to a August 14, 1995, MNMFS summary
report, two 13-vear-old male monk seals, being studiad at
the Kewalo Basin facility, died as a result of experiments
being conducted by MMFS scientisis, The monk seals had
recenthy been transferred irom Sea Lile Park to Kewalo
Research facility after being returned to the lslands from
San Diego,

The purpose of the experiments was to try to find a
salution that could curtall the animals” “mobbing” behaw-
jor. Mobbing is a problem that exists with monk seals in
the Morthwest Hawaiian Islands where a number of male
monk seals mob female seals. which apparently s “a
primary impediment (o the recovery of twe monk seals
populations,” according to the MMFS and Marine Mam-
mal Commission,

P . PR

According o the report. the seals “were sedated with
general anesthesia and electrical stimulation was pro
vided with a modified rectal probe, The investigators
were unaware of any major complications during the
procedures.” However, two weeks after the expenments,
one of the seals was “observed to be lethargic and
Inattentive during feeding and its eyes appeared pulfy and
swollen,” according to the report, Attempts to contact a
velerinarian ware unsuccessiul, and the next day, Auguas
9, the seal was found floating on its back. When 2
veterinarian finally did armve, he was just in time o
propounce the seal dead.

The second seal's behavior and appetite were also
abnormal following the electrogjaculation experiments.
but the animal was then judged to be normal. But two and
& half weeks later, it was observed "writhing and twisting
im the tank and appeared 1o be unaware of its surround-
ings.” Again a wer was summoned, just in time to pro-
nounce the second seal dead.

It goes without saying that this is obviously a tragedy.
Howaever, for experienced scientists or the Marine Mam-
mal Commission not to have a protocel In place tc
address these types of problems in their research i
inexcusable, The permit that the scientists were working
under should be investigated, as we believe there werc
several things done that just doesn’t seem in the bes
interest of gither the MMFS or the monk seals.

Were the seals given an examination as scon as the
axhibited signs of having a problem? If 5o, wouldn™ theis
problems have been disgnosed by a vel? Could medication,
have prevented the peritonitis, or infection, that killed the
seals a3 a result of perforated reciuma? Shouldn't vets hawe
been notifled soaner? And shouldn't officials be notified a:
so0n as an accident occurs? [t appears that no one wa:
notified until a necropsy was conducted and & report wa:
drafted. Somecne better take control of these types o
programs before more animals suffer and programs are
discontinued as a result of someone’s negligence. For the
necropsy to show that there was a 3-inch perforation in one
monk seal and a 1.5-inch perforation in the other and the
report o say only that “the location of the rectal lesio:
twithin an intect pehds) suggests that it was trauma-induce:
from within the lumen of the rectum, perhaps by th
glectroejoculation procedure” smells of a cover up. Wha
else could have caused these perforations? We hope that a
investigation can get to the bottom of this situation and tha
guidelines are established to prevent future problems. M
animal should be subjected to these twpes of torture, cer
tainly mot at the hands of trained schentists.
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Study will tail
rare isle turtles
Hawksbills’ satellite transmissions

could reveal wh
955 Lunids S Bk

The habits of the female hawlkshill turtle when it
comes ashore to lay from June to September
wellstudied, but scientists know nothing about
what do after that.

To out, National Marine Fisheries Service
turtle George Balazs and Voleanoes National
Park th*_hrnr Katahira last week attached

bills with fiberglass and epoxy. Now they are
nﬂﬂngfuanhﬂummmtupmmmm
and show them where turtles go for two o
three years betwéen nestings.

Wummmﬁ:m&-
bean were thwarted by equipment problems, but
! PLEASE SEE TURTLES, A-§




TURTLES: Researchers hope
to find where they go from here

FROM A-1

“we're not discouraged,” Balazs
said yesterday. “We have a unique
situation because we're so dog-
gone isolated in the oeean.

“They could take very lengthy
migrations, or we may find their
migrations are much more re-
ﬂ'ﬁﬁ"ﬁfﬁh they <

are going to other
Pacific Islands where they: are .
hunted? We need to he"able to

munn:m and
pigs gobble the eggs and hatch-
lings. Survivors that reach the

Hawaiian green sea turtles are
iMegally kllled for their meat. The
of the hawlkshill can be pol-
“They are a beauatiful ani-
.- said Balazs, and that is their
They are exploited world-
for their shells, although 18
months ago Japan haited all trade
by Japanese companies in hawks-
Bl shells.

"It certainly helps out hawicsbill
populations throughout the rest of
the Pacific, where Japanese trad-
ers had been buring and import-
ing shells to Japan,” Balazs said.

Hawall iz the only place in the
United States that has nesting
hawksbills, and because research-

:

g

4

Whea they fit started coui-
ting in 1991, they found and tagged

ﬂ!mhmliwmtmedm
said Katshira. That' number has
grown to Z7 this year, at |
and Apoa in Volcanoes Na[lhpetiunnl
Park, and Kamehame and three
other spots north of Punaluu in
the Kau district. -

Three other nesting sites at Pu-
palun are 3 special problem, with

people camping on fal mest-
ing sites and four-wheel drive ve-
“hicles running over the nests,

At Kealla Pond on Maui, female
turtles seeking nests hnra been

" - killed by cars on the shoreline

highway. Park workers are so seri-
ous about protecting them that
volunteers and staffers baby-sit
the eggs around the clock at six
beaches to ensure that the hatch-
lings emerge and enter the ocean.
*It's an indicator that something
is wrong in the ocean or land today
when you have numbers that,arn
&0 low and they arent
gaid Katahira. “Hf we don't. do

something about it, we're going to
lose them." i

Balazs and Katahira worked
with the Volcanoes National Park,
the 1.5, Fish and Wildlife Service,
the National Marine Fisherles Ser-
viee and the Hawaii Natural Histo-
ry Assoctation to obtain §70,000 for
workers at the beach to protect the
turtles, two transmitters and satel-
lite time. “We anticipate that, we
will not get a5 many signals from
hawkshbills as we have l’mmnihe
greens, because their diving [he-
havior generally takes them
water for longer periods.
when the sixdnch antenna sticks
up on the surface do we get a
signal,” Balazs said. i

But over the next year, they
should get enough signals to find
out where the turtles go after tk
leave the benches. "I'm really ex-
cited,” =aid Eatahira, “jt's really
the forefront of hawkshill studies.”

8 i "
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FDA expediting approval
for lab-generated skin

BYPHILIP.), HiiTs

Mew York Times

C for those who
have tried to Brow skin is the
complicated zrray of cells that

constitute it. Skin contsing
different kinds
of cells organized
nte a strocture
that allows econ-
Tegener-
aten o thres
wiels,

Sciantists

donation has kept the Organo gene-
sis labs supplied for five years; a
supply to treat the world could be
made from a dozen donations.) The
lab separates the different cell
L and keeps them growing.
scientific group, |IIEH:I by [;'3
Mancy L. Parenteau, who studi
cell at nearby Massachu-

sald, They want to differentiate |
tata different tvpes, but the diffar-
=0t Uypes want different enviran.
ments. The lowest layer wants to
be packed close to other cells, the
Upper layvers want to spread out
fully like loungers on g beach,
Getting them to behave depends
packed-in

L,
with nﬂl:immdmutpn-
sure to air. While the cells are haid
in this immature stape, the other
Seps can be completed,

The next step is to create the

i

g
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i Kids and their parents, above, get up close and personal with the turtles at the sixth
e ' a apnual Conservation Day at Sea Life Park. Three-year-old Kekoa Kolo, above left, gets
égg,ﬁ s free admission to the park for bringing In aluminum cans for recycling. Nicholas Tsutsu-
CESHL o ST mi, 4, signs his name to a pleture of a brightly colored reef fish.

Sea life is a hit for kids with cans

By Darren Pai Day event held at Sea Life given a special dizcounted information about more than
Advertiser Staff Writer Park yesterday. rate. 200 S 5t Sl
: In addition to the U.8. Fish  *It'z important that kids = oo 0 WIE
mil Soto-Rivera was  and Wildlife Service's display  learn about the environment, . m Barrett, a R’ala::lI;];gh
amazed. Only one  on seq turtles, 14 other because we're the ones that 5“ : .EELUP{;EL m“r't'm
out of every environmental groups were  are going to have to protect L':ei aife a&zrt attending
thousand green sea  on hand — ncluding the it.” Soto-Rivera sald, st year's event.

turtle eggs laid Hawaiian Islands Humpback  clutching a bag full of While climbing through
would survive and produce  Yenoie Natignal Marine etiBies aJ:LdE;:lamph:IEts the inflated humpback was
an adult turtle, Sanctuary, Earthtrust and gathered at the various fun, Barrett said the
“It’s got to be moro than . Upiversity of Hawaii Sea  booths, educational benefits were an
that, right?™ asked the Pearl Grant program. equally attractive draw.

City Elemontary student, Displays ranged from the "People have got to be
But it's not, And it wasn't Children presenting a dnormous (& 45-foot-long mare aware, even with all
the only thing Soto-Rivera grocery bag full of aluminum  replica of a humpback whale) that’s being said now about
learned during his tour of cans — crushed for recycling to the high-tech (an the environment, I still go to

information booths at the = whare given admission intepactive CD-ROM the beach and see a lot of

sixth annual Conservation free. Their parents were providing detailed poflution,” he said.
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66 Hawaii students in national contest

By Ron O\Ima
Star-Hulletin

Sixty-six Hawall high school se-
niors are 15,000 semifinal-
fsts competing T7.000 national
mnﬂrﬂnchuhnhipﬁwﬂh.ﬂhﬂl-

Punahou and Iolani accounted
h’“ﬁ aﬂwftfhtgmdlﬂ uali-

aw
ﬂl:'l.mwﬁ"]]ﬂuttﬂm!:&llﬂ-
tors from both private schools
ggrea the public should not use the
Matlonal llj:llu# Scholarship Pro-
gram numbers as a measuring
stick for quality of education.

bl | abuse the Natlonal
Merit statistics to make invidious
comparisons between schools

have different missions,”
gald Winston Healy Jr., Punahou's
high school principal, “The imph-
cation Is that any school h

__ doesn't have 30 (qualifiers) isn‘t

doing 2 good job, which i5 not true,
*Each school should be judged
to itz own goals and
people, he added. I & school
produeced seven times more afrline
mechanics than any other school,
why isn't that a story?
*The truth of the matter is, it
shouldn't be

cepts a  pelected group of
sStudents.”

Healy = not the
accomplishments of Punahoo’s
semifinalists.

*I'm proud of our kids and facul-
ty," he said. “But this is a test
skewed to verbal skills. It's not an

intelligence test nor does it judge

artistic, athletic or 5 lot of other

different abdlities.”

Headmaster Val Iwashita of Inla-
ni agreed with Healy.

"If vou assume the quality of
schools based on the number of
national merit scholars, it's an un-
fair comparison,” Iwashita said.

Brunsom

B Howali Baptist Academy:
Megan Fong

B Hawaii Acnde-
my: Catherine Eelly
Yamasato

B Home Scheol (Laiek Dalen

EKahiapo

B Islani Scheal: Oren Bern-
stoin, Adam Bracha, Twiggy
Chan, Nicole Chang, lan Chun,
Rachell Gautz, Jennifer Hes,
Melanie Hong, Sara Houle,
Brandon Inada, Torrie Inouye,
Nolan Kido, Sarah Kung, Jason
Meller, Anna Moore, Peter

Merit scholarship semifinalists
Ava
Ster-Aulletin staff B McKinley Hight Paul Choy,
Hawaii's National Merit Mason Watanabe
Scholarship semifinatists: B Mid-Pacific Institate; Chris-
B Assets School: Bradley Ito topher Cha
B Baldwin High: Andre Haag B Moanalun Highe Kristin
B Farrington High: Mary Smith

B Maolokal Highe Ilima Goraich

B Poahos Schook Lolly An-
derson, Leah Bremer, Caela
Butterfield, Cariann Chan, Al-
E;!mlar Elut%g, Hatsthew

ang, Bryan Harada, Shelly
Hirakami, Leslie Tkemoto, Lisa
Ing, Jocelyn Leavitt, Kirill Lov-
chenko, Adam Matthews, Sara
MecCarthy, Neal Nakahara, John
Nakats, David N Wil
liam O, Conrtney Oliva, Toby
Oshiro, Brad Pyles, Heidl Saku-

‘ma, Keoni Schwarte, David Sha-
-piro, Thomas Shih,
mabukura,

. Ehi-
David
Strode, Rebecca Wilson
W Scabury Hall: Patrick Cart-
ﬁ;mmmw

B University Lab Bchoal:
Balars

tﬂ!ﬂdﬂlﬂlﬂ?ﬂﬂﬂ!‘rﬁmhﬁ
taking the 1996 PSAT/National

Among the uirements need-
ed to advance to finnlist lovel i
an outsianding acedemic record
throughout high school and SAT I
seores that confirm earlier quali-

fving performances,
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Rules set up fc;r fishing | =
at Big Isle’s Kiholo Bay '

The state Board of Land and
Natural Resources yesterday ap-
proved the creation of g fisheries
management area at Kiholg Bay
on the Big Island,

The area was established pri.
marily to prevent the drowning of
sed turtles by prohibiting gill nets
in the bay, officials said.

ill nets can be deadly for sea
turtles and other marine Species
that get caught in them.

“Due to the unusually highnum- .

hibit the possession of all gill nets
within the boundaries of the bay

to prevent accidental deaths,” :
DLNR aquatic resources adminjs- .
trator Bill Devick said.



Hawaiians want turtles
back on cultural menus

Advertiser Leewrand Ol Bares
WAIANAE — For 20
¥ears, native lslanders
reluctantly lived with
green sea turtle, But
now, as numbers of the
honu improve I
the Pacific, islanders
want to resume harvest-
ing the turtle, restoring

itz multi-faceted role in
local culturs,

“Over the past flve
Years, I've geen turtles
everywhere around
Oahu,” sald Native Hawai-
lan fisherman William
Aila. *“It's time to take a
look for establishing a

for  tur-

and my auntiez
them. But that
lest over several genera-
tons."
Currently there is no
ensive count of
populations. But

tagging programs and

n studies Indicate
m:: rises in green

sea turtle populations of
See Turtles, Page A2
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25-year survey of nutlnﬁ
fﬂﬁllﬁ turt.lﬂ ll. Frenc,
_m -!hn:h

shown an inﬂnan ﬁl:ll tc-
500. H’nrtihem shoal turtles

hhndu-mﬂh

-Ing stock.
no total muumaiq
Hawaiian

George Balazs, who heads
the Marine Turtle Research
Program for the Naticnal
Marine Service at its

‘Fichery
Honolulu lab uultlt.ha
oratory, .

lnt.‘.maneln
Hamiaing.Thislu
the first

wea've seen |
bers like this since 19&9 Thlra |

are very few places In the

world, where stocks have

regenerated like this."
Although Inereases may be

nma:g r.wenlia turtles,
mﬂm t numbers alzo
have gone up, which "is a clear
I.ndlca:tl-:rn that survival ig

Gmn E0a turLlal are
when t]u].r ramh between §
and 30 years of age.

p—

'ﬂl'i'-‘i-h 1974

In 1974, state officlals took

tion was permitt
effoctiv antm*-
nuﬂ menus at restauranta

i
=S
g
i
E
:

for protectlon was that beach-
ni  development  had
affected turtle nest-



Hawailan nama: Hona

A migratory repiils that becomes

mn&mmmwua

Ing dioes not CEUT Svary year,
Emmpmdlnlme
1o it Rl por season, A record
weight was recorded in Kaunakakai
&t 410 pounds, Mature herflas are
herbivanes feading on algas and sea
[rassas,

Michasl BargenTha Honoulu Adartiser

ing sites.

Green turtles have had a
T pogition in Hawallan
culture since lzlanders first
here, Turtle was nat
only & rich source of protein,
but also was used for medicine,
functional tools and adorn-

ment. "y

According to Bishop Museum

officials, use of decorative tur-
.tle ghell was reserved only for
alii. Polished shell was used to
ring the staff of kahili (markers
of alf'i presence), and Kame-
hameha I drank medicine from
a round, two-guart turtle shell
container, gald Dr. Roger Rose,
head of the museum collection
. &

Bracelets — and more func-
tional items such a2 fish hooks
— were made from turtle shell.
Tough upper carapace was
used as & seraping tool in mak-
ing cnrdm from plant fiber,
Hose said

From I;hu late 1800 up until
tha 1H'Tl.'ll. decorative hair

ing lumn and eve Euttl:tu

 Turtles: Tradition limited
: ﬁshermen to harvest for family

were commonly used by all

Hawaiians,

Hawallans consider turtles a
demigod, because it linked the
land and sea. Honu ls one of
numerous animala that Hawai-
iang traditionally honor as
‘sumakiia (4 family arJ.
That status does not others
from hunting the turtle. But
tradition holds hunters to tak-
ing only what an individual
may need to feed his ohang,
and in that way protect the
resourca. 3

Turtle meat was prepared in
numerous ways: sieaks were
cut from flipper connecting
mugcle and either grillad ar
dried; also meat was chopped
for stews or _ green
fat, for which the turtle
name, was boiled a the
remaining oll used as a healing
galve for burngs or wounds.

Marianas seel new policy

. the T1.8, common-
wealth of the Northern Marl-
anas has taken the lead in
efforts to restore a limited cul-
tural take of turtles,

Under the auspices of an edu-
cational exemption, one of five
i i e

jos 2 WaR

in December detail-
ing cultural use of turtles by
two indigenous ups, the
Chamorrog and pan Ear-
olinians,

The National Marine Fllh-
eries Service and U.5. Figh and

become an innreaaing}:y .
acific

tople among other
iglanders un .5, jurisdie-
tion, sald Don Schug, a staff

member for the MNative and

Indj%om committes of
Richery Mansgetnent Comel
Fishery Mana .

"The :ouaﬁﬂlmwm to do
studies in Hawall and Ameri-
can Samoa to look at the .':1.1.1-

Bee Turtles, Page A3
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Recovery of species

‘The Honoluls Advertiser - Sunday, June 7, 1998

gl debate over protection

Atverliser Thrary o

Maul motorists are wamed they may encounter grean sea turlles on this coastal highway, The once-
threatened species has recovered significantly since being protected by federal law in 1978,

poaching problems, which, in
. turn, would slow turtle recov-
i , Nitta said,

eclining to speculate on
what size population might
allow a limited take, Nitta
referrad to the federal recov-
ery plan. & number of
requirements, plan states
that area turtle stocks must
average 5,000 females esti-
mated to nest Over Fix
years before it gqualifies to

come off the liat,
Another problem cited by
federal officlals 18 a wirus,
fi pilloma, which causes
tumors 1o grow

on turtles, disegse was

reported to affect 42 percant of
turtles captured, examined and
released in Kaneohe Bay
between 1981 and 19495

Molokai’'s Puleloa sald that
he first discovered a turtle
with the disease in 1986. Many
juvenile turtles have been
found since then with tumors,

"We'ra looking for it now.
Some (turtles with tumors) get
worse and some get better, We
can't make heads or tails of it,”
%? %‘Il{u not contagious.

B it's pomething latent
in the turtles that is allowed to
eurface a8 tumors because of
changes in the environment,”
Puleloa said.

—

Balaze sald the disease coun-
teracts some of the recent good
news,

“Poasibly, it could cause a
large decline,” he sald. “It is
necessary o manage turtles in
B eonservative manner, as
everything (such as turtle
reproductive age) is so pro-
tracted.”

But there's another resson
why turtlea have flourished

‘again here, Balazs said,

“There's over 1,000 miles of
coagtline here with huge flalds
of benthic algae (which turtles
consumel, I see the carrying
capacity of these fislds for tur-
tles as many times greater,”




/TBguffalo Keaulana |
tells of turtle hunt

winds a Ftrong

“limu m%‘nf

turtle from outslde Kaena
Eu%!hlnliamﬂana.thm

38, looked north from his

Boston Whaler, ’

his aense of & The

_ "Thad to hold on until he
I Eeaulana.

him to the surfece. Opce we
to the surface, I held

e turtle down under so it
couldn’t catch its breath,
No breath and the turtle
gets weaker,”

His fishing partner, the
late Homer Barrett,
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Of the three native Hawaiian sea muriles. the green turtle, or honu, {5 the most common. Join w in the celebration

of the “Year of the Turtle™ ar Punclie'n. Related story on pagel 7.

Photo by George Balazs

Honu: A Cautious Recovery

- by Christine Cortese

The soft black sand at
Punalu'y cradles a gentle bay
where boats slip safely into the
urbnhntmﬂﬂ:manfﬁ:llg
Island, where familics gather for

line up on & manicured rise above
the bay and get their eyeful: black

the bay, and lu'u for the diving
required to fill one’s drinking

- gourds from this spring, it is the

stuff of legends:

“There was & lime when
stormy weather prevented the

xd  men Emm diving for water,”

Native Planters in Old Hawaii.
“There weére iwo supernatural
turtles who had come oot of the
ocean to Pumalo'u: Honu-po'o-
mother; and Honu-"ea (Turtle-
with-reddish-brown-shell), the
father. The mother gave birth 1o
an object resembling a piece of

kaunila wood, which she buried

in the sand to be hatched out by
the sun. Then they dug into the
earth and made a spring, then re-
turned 1o the sea. When i was

Congirued on page [7



l_'iwmtu:,l?!ﬁ

Honu...
Cromninged from page |

time for her egg to hatch, Hono-
po'o-kea returned. When the
thing she had laid did hatch, it
was & lurtle the color of polished
ter lived in the spring until the
baby turtle grew up.
The young turtle
The spring came io
be pamed Ka-wai-
hu-o-kauila, (the-
rising-water-of-
auila) The turile
girl was able to as-
sume human form
and play with the
young folk, but
Nunie becgNe ¥
turile again when _
“When bubbles came up in the
spring, people knew the urtle girl
was asleep in her home. Chil-
dren used to catch fish and
mmmmgmmm
watched lest the little ones fall
in, The people loved Eauila for
this and because her spring gave
them drinking water. They never
used her water for any other pur-
pose.”

~ No-one knows how long the
turtles have been pn:.i:lg o
Punalu'u, but they have lent their
spirit to the place since ancient
times: Honu, the green sea turtie

‘the soft

it can feed on plentiful jellyfish.

The green sea turthe is the most
common of the three, despite
twin disadvantages of tasting
good and growing slowly,
Though both humans and sharks
find the wrde tasty, the shark,
with ils own species survival con-
Cerns, poses less of a threat than
the explosive demands of the bar-
geoning human population in
Hawaii. Prior to 1974 there were

o restrictions ar all on the Loke
of sea lurtles: harvested beyond
their reproductive capacity,
breeding habitats bulldozed into
oblivien, Honu was pushed be-
yomnd the limits of survivability,

In résponse to this crisis, the
Hﬁm:l Muarine Fisheries Ser-
'g'ra._llw .5, Fish and Wildlife
Service and the Hawail State
Dept. of Land and Matural Re-
sources formed the Turtle Recov-
ery Team in 1985, They've boen
bazsy,

_ “Following decades of inten-
sive exploitation, the Hawziian
green turtle (honu), Chelonig
mydas, is presently showing
sDme promising signs of popula-
ton recovery 16 years after he-
coming protected under the 1.5,
Endap_,am-::l Species Act,"” writes
George Balazs, zoologist and
leader of Marine Turile Research
:w'iw the Mational Marine Fisher-
ies Service in Honolulu,

Thanks o the Turile Recov-
ery Program, we know a ot more
#bout turtles now than we did



before. We've tracked them by
satellite (4 Hawuiian turtles that
journeyed from Fremch Prigate
Shoals to Kaneohe Bay in 23-26
days and 3 Samoan turtles that
peregrinatéd o various reels

sround Fiji in 34-45 days),

weighed them, looked in their
mouths to see what they had been
eating, examined their tumors, .,

Tumors? One disturbing rev-
elation of the stady is the preva-
lence of disfiguring, debilitating
tumors, some the size of soft-
balls, called fibropapillomas, that
cluster around the eyes (where
they obstruct vision) and/or
around the Mippers (where they
disrupt mobility and therefore
feeding patierns). Both handicaps
may ' result in death,
Theories abound In the face of
uncertainty: perhaps the tumors
derive from agricultural runoff
or nd::r ]!llllihﬂm cither direc

temwmrﬂsiun}:mybe Ihl.':]r re
"outgrowths of a virus onrelated
to human activities, or resulting
from a flatworm parasite. There
arc presently no answers to these
questions,

In a 1994 paper for the Four-
leenth Annual Symposiom on Sea
Turtle Biology and Conservation,
George Balazs writes: “Only two
of the 183 turtles cxamined and
tagped a1 Punalu'u have had to-
mors indicative of fibropap-
illomatosis... All other turtles cap-
turesd at Punalu'u have heen judged
healthy. The prevalence of tumors
o turtles is exceedingly high at
some study sites in Hawaii, such
as Kaneohe Bay on Oahu" Why?

It is questions such as these,
a8 well as the continuing deli-
cacy of turtle population re-
growth, that prompled the Sowth
Pacific Regional Environment
Program (SPREP) of the National
Marine Fisheries Service o des-
ignate 1995 a5 “Year of the Sea
Turtle. An ambitious program
with it's own acronym (YOST),
it has been largely successful in
drawing attention o sea turtles
from a great many people who
might otherwise have never con-
sidered them. Media coverage
from London o Washington o
Sydney and throoghout the Pa-
cific Island nations has spawned
children’s art competitions, post-
ers, bumper stickers, commemo-
rative postage stamps, schoal
programs, magazine articles, ra-
dio and television shows, even a
rap music video. However, only



Fiji has gone 50 far as 10 enact &
commemorative change in legis-
fation, and that consisting only
of one year's ban on the com-
mercial take of sea furtles (al-
though, it is noted, an extension
~ is possible).
= Here in Hawai'i,
| we'll have a tortle
party at Punalu'n
-on November 25th,
a local-style cel-
drink, and music;
and Kauvila will get
It's morning at
Punalu’u and surf's
up. A hawksbill
turtle, small and
~rare, bobs calmly in a rocky cove.
Deeper in the bay, several green
sea turtles are swimming jost be-
neath the surface, elearly visible.
Now that the predators are gone
{large sharks have never bﬂﬂﬁ
documented at Punalo’u), the
mhmmtﬂmﬂﬂﬁﬂ
coastling, especi Punalu'a
hay. They feed casnally in broad
daylight, relaxed around and even
curious about humans, as though
they have either a very short
memory or perhaps a telepathic
uﬁmﬂndlﬂﬂ of the prevailing
human trends. Like the trend 1o
position turtles as an ecological

murlﬂ; amﬂum raising t;:

nterested in turtle conservation
simply hope for vanloads of
awakened cco-tourists who per-
form as de facto federal agents,
alert o signs of trile peaching,
ﬁm_gnmnmmpamim
poachers go.

It has taken us 30 minateof
torturous driving throogh smok-
ing piles of sofi ocher soil w
reach the shore ot Ka Loe; we
are yellow from head o foot.
There are no other people, no
cars, no hahitation, no trees, as
far as we cinmﬂmydnu
tion, and we can sec a long way
actoss the Kama'oa plain. The
first thing we do on our way to
the water is stumble across a
charred honu shell, stll warm
from the coals that cooked i,
Like inadverient bumblers onto
a crime scene, we freeze: there's
the body, the evidence, But evi-
dence of what?

Evidence of an illegal act, of
which the comulative weight
equals extinction. Evidence of
defiant self-interest, the bane of
cooperative effort, And, startling
in the utter emptiness, evidence
of the pervasive effects of hu-
man overpopolation, through
which this single clement of an
ancient way of life now becomes
1 grime conducted in secret.

E:l'ir.i.:_lim Cortexe u- & writar,
astrologer and stident of nature
tn Koahuka, Ka'n, Hawii,




A Celebration of the
“Year of the Turtle”

Turtle lovers from the Big
Island, Oabu, ond Mo will
dedicate a bronze and lava stone
monument i honor of Hawaii's
sea turtles and the legend of
Kauila at Punalp'u Beach on the
‘Big Island, The monument will
be unvefled in a public cer-
emony starting o 10 AM on
Saturday, November 25 at
' Punalu'n Beach Park.

Following the dedication,
community volunteers from the
Ea'u district of the Big Island
will mark the day with a cel-
ebration titled “He La Hong —
Turtle Day ‘95", Festivities will
continue until 3 PM with com-
pimentary food from the Ka'u
community, Hawaiian musical
~and hula enteriginment, and a
varlety of arts, crafts and edu-
cational booths.

The “He La Honu™ dedica-
tion will be emceed by two stu-
dents from Ka'o High School,

Date Farrella wiik the ser
morif.

this superb monument to

of educational videos, posters

a8 & plage where the green sea

honu oF green séa urtle. Zarrella
is also a Board member of the
Hono Project, a Howai-based
zation that helped conrdinate and
fund the monoment's creation.
“We're especially pleased that

Hawaii's sea turtles could be un-
vedled in 1995, '.IIHEI:I has been
declared the Year of the Sea
Turthe by Hawaii's legislature as
well as by most of the nations of
the South Pacific,” said Laura
-Sasaki, one of the Hono Project’s
Directors. The Year of the Sea
o the Pacific with the creation

and the implementation of new
laws protecting sea turtles and
their habitats.,

Punalu'u Beach, a beautiful
cove of black sand, is renowned

turtles are tame, friendly, and

I'ﬂb.!‘i.!l.!ﬂﬂlm'dl Punaln' uw.s'
oto conrtesy of the Honu Profect
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HREATENED SEA TURTLES RETURN TO Lawal Kal

by Rack Hauna

For the first time since,

Hurricane Iniki, the green
seq turtle {Cheloria mypdas quasiizd;
honu in Hawsiian) returned this
supnmer to Allerton Garden’s Lawa
Kai beach and produced 305 baby
turtles. The hurricane in 1992 had
severely altered the beach profile and

remnoved all vegetation, including beach

morning glory (Tpemwed pes-caprac), 4

looked in vain for the rerurning turtles,
Early this year, however, the morning
glory took hold again, stabilizing the
beach, and in June we began sesing
tracks of the big sea beasts along with
tell-tale sancer-shaped depressions in
the sand — evidence that the mrtles
were back and nesong. Throughous the
sumimer, more turtles returned, bulding
a total of seven nest.

Frvored turtle nesting habitt Forthe o aueeesrisersbrinbmeoompamigd=

past three years, we at the Garden have

Mother eurtle digs
i1 deep hole, then
Lrys e wiich
resemlie leather
Ping-Pomg balls.

Mraze bologist
Don Heacock
XGRS ey
mests b ook for
hotched sheils.

Mot of the
ahells shou
evicdence of
hazealefes
ferechings.

Don Heacock, aquatic biologist for the
Srate of Hawaii Departnent of Land
and Matuml Resources, to docutnent
the numiber of harchhings from the
nests dug during the sumumer :
mionths, Armsed with showels,
notebooks, and cameris,

we hegan excavating the _
abandoned newss with the help

of two list-minute volunteers:

¢, Carl Bergz, a biologist who
worked with sea turdes in Florida; |
and Lisa Sonne, o documentary
filmmaker. We uncovered 305 empty
e shells and 21 inferale eggs.

The turtle nesting season
commences in June, reaches its peak
i July, and declines to a low level in
Aupest, The eggs ane deposited at
nighe: the large fermales crawd up the
beach, moving stowly across the sand,



flippers swinging forward o lift and
push their heavy bodies along, After a
suitable site is sebected — wsally near a
patch of beach morning glory — the
female stops and begins scooping away
sand, creating a pit big enough to hold
her body, With her back flippers the
fernale then digs a 24 to 30 -inch-
deep narrow hole and begins laying
the eggs, which have white leathery
shells and look like large Ping-Pong
balk. When she is finished laying, che
turtle uses her flippers to cover the nest
with sand and returns o the sea.

Two months later the eggs break
open and tny hatchlings, less than two
inches long, emerge. The baby mirdes
thrash around, scraping the sides and top
of the nest with their flippers, packing
down the loose sand at the bottom. As
they stamp more and more sand under
them, the hatchlings slowhy rise as a
group o just below the surface, There
they wait until the temperature is

right — usually at night—then break

%
- DR
G-

] E‘f-ﬁ quickly acros the sand.
"NLEE  Arracted to the water’s edge by

scattering on the
beach and moving

light reflecting from the waves
and sea surface, they begin their swim
out into the open ocea.

Dir. Archie Cart, 3 scientist and
author deeply concerned about the
extincrion of sea turthes, wrote,"For
maost of the wild things on earth the
furure must depend upon the con-
science of mankind.” Destruction amnd
loss of nesting habitat was one of the
reasons green sea turtles were listed as
threatened under the Endangered
Species Act in 1978, Lawai Kai 1s one
of only two major nesting sites on the
inhabited Hawatian Iskands, and NTBG
has made 3 commitment to preserve this
INPOELANE TEsource,

Dr. Klein is arranging a homecom-
ing for the “Green Sea Tarde Class of
1995" when they reach sexual maturicy
in 25 vears. The event will celebrate
these magnificent animals and the
Garden's endeavors to ensure 3 future

for them. BRSVE
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